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Wolves  

N1W 

 Vikings 

Bateman Premier 

  Ravens 

Raging Bull 4S 

Developmentals  

Raging Bull 3S  
 

September 7 
14 
21 
28 

KIRKBY LONSDALE 
Leigh 
LIVERPOOL ST. H 
Broughton Park 

W 
W 
W 
L 

 Sandbach 
STOCKPORT 
Fylde 
CALDY 

W 
L 
L 
L 

 Anselmians 
HEATON MOOR 
Sandbach 
GLOSSOP 

L 
W 
W 
W 

 MACCLESFIELD 
 
LINLEY & KIDSGR’E 
Old Bedians 

W 
 
W 
W 

October 5 
12 
19 
26 

WIDNES 
Wigton 
VALE OF LUNE 
WIRRAL 

L 
W 
D 
L 

 Preston GH 
VALE OF LUNE 
Burnage 
SEDGLEY PARK 

L 
D 
W 
L 

 Broughton Park 
HOPE VALLEY 
Wirral 
CHRISTLETON 

L 
W 
L 
aba 

 TRAFFORD METRO 
Buxton 
BROUGHTON PARK 
Northwich 

awo 
L 
Hwo 
L 

November 2 
9 

16 
23 
30 

ALTRINCHAM KERS 
BIRKENHEAD PARK 
Warrington 
CARLISLE 
Kendal 

W 
L 
L 
W 
L 

 Chester 
Birkenhead Park 
ALTRINCHAM K’SAL 
Macclesfield 
SALE 

L 
L 
W 
L 
L 

 St. Edwards OB 
Bowdon 
WARRINGTON 
Winnington Park 
FIRWO’D WATERLOO 

L 
L 
L 
L 
L 

 LYMM 
OSWESTRY 
Crewe & Nantwich 
WINNINGTON  
Moore 

 
 
 
W 

December 7 
14 
21 
28 

LEIGH 
Liverpool St. Helens 

W 
L 

 Birkenhead Park 
SANDBACH 
Altrincham Kersal 

L 
L 
W 

 Heaton Moor 
SANDBACH 
 

W 
W 

  
Linley & Kidsgrove 

 

January 4 
11 
18 
25 

BROUGHTON PARK 
Widnes 
WIGTON 

D 
L 
W 

 Burnage 
VALE OF LUNE 
 
Chester 

L 
P 

 Glossop 
BROUGHTON PARK 
 
Hope Valley 

W 
P 
 
D 

 OLD BEDIANS 
Trafford MV 
 
BUXTON 

 

February 8 
15 
22 

Vale of Lune 
Wirral 

L 
L 
 

 Sandbach 
ALTRINCHAM K’SAL 
BURNAGE 

L 
W 
L 

 WIRRAL 
Christleton 
 

P 
P 

 Broughton Park 
NORTHWICH 

 

March 1 
8 

15 
22 
29 

Altrincham Kersal 
Birkenhead Park 
 
WARRINGTON 
Carlisle 

W 
L 

 Vale of Lune 
CHESTER 
VALE OF LUNE 
 
BIRKENHEAD PARK 

L 
W 
L 

 ST. EDWARDS OB 
BOWDON 
 
Warrington 
WINNINGTON PARK 

W 
L 

 Lymm 
Oswestry 
 
CREWE & N’WICH 
Winnington Park 

 

April 5 
12 
19 
26 

KENDAL 
Kirkby Lonsdale 

     Firwood Waterloo 
ANSELMIANS 

  MOORE 
Macclesfield 

 

Senior Colts (U19s) and Junior Colts (U17s) 

Raging Bull Senior Colts League : Division B  Junior Colts League : Division C 

 Seniors  Juniors   Seniors  Juniors  

1 Sep 
8  

15  
22 
29 

Rochdale 
ANSELMIANS 
 
Southport 
K LONSDALE 

W 
W 
 
W 
W 

5 Jan 
12 
19 
26 

Marple 
NEWCASTLE (STAFFS) 
Liverpool St Helens 
 

W 
W 
W 

 
Liverpool Collegiate 
FIRWOOD W’LOO 
 
Eccles 

 
Fylde 
MANCHESTER 
 

 
W 
W 
 
L 

 

6 Oct 
13 
20 
27 

Tarleton 
MARPLE 
Newcastle (Staffs) 
Crew & Nantwich 

W 
W 
L 
W 

2 Feb 
9 

16 
23 

 
ROCHDALE 

 
W 

LEIGH 
 
FYLDE 

 L 
 
C 
 

 

3 Nov 
10 
17 
24 

LIVERPOOL S H 
Anselmians 
CREWE & N’WICH 
STOCKPORT (Cup) 

W 
D 
W 
W 

2 Mar 
9 

16 
23 
30 

  Manchester 
LIVERPOOL COLL 
Firwood Waterloo 
K LONSDALE 

 L 
W 
Hwo 
L 

 

1 Dec 
8 

15 
22 
29 

SOUTHPORT 
Kirkby Lonsdale 
 
TARLETON 

W 
W 
 
W 

6 Apr 
13 
20 

 

  Kirkby Lonsdale 
ECCLES 
 
Leigh 

   

It seems ages since I last put pen to paper, sorry, typed a piece for a home fixture however here we are again.  
Today we welcome Warrington who have had a similar start to 2014 as ourselves but including a couple more 
wins and extra bonus points, earlier in the season, they currently sit 6 points and 4 places higher up the 
league than ourselves.  Back in November when Wilmslow visited Warrington, we were entertained both on 
and off the field; on the field, Wilmslow came a close second in a nine try, fast flowing game.  Today we plan 
to return the hospitality, although intending to reverse the result on the park.  
 
It is around this time of any season when teams of almost any sport, particularly the management and 
coaches, start looking at the league table and working out all the permutations for the remaining games of the 
season; which ones and how many wins are needed to achieve the goal of promotion, or to remain ‘safe’ and 
return the following season. And, of course, ruing those games that slipped away for one reason or another, 
the ones that start “If only we had…..”   
Clearly one is aware of which of those remaining games you should win, based on the fixture earlier in the 
season and current form however, as we have seen this season, particularly in this league, form does not 
always count and it’s on the day that counts.  Targeting games can be a dangerous strategy hence the adage 
of ‘taking each game as it comes’ has to be the best as even a losing bonus point can be of benefit. 
 
Last weekend, we saw the culmination of an exciting 6 Nations Championship with England just failing to 
clinch the whole championship on points difference and despite not winning the whole competition there are 
definite signs of development and confidence in the way the squad is playing.  It is encouraging to see an 
England team able to adapt and change their patterns of play during the game rather than continue with the 
same lines even if it is not working.  There are a few player pairings settling in to place Care and Farrell, 
Twelvetrees and Burrell, Launchbury and Lawes, start throwing in the explosive breaks through the line of 
Mike Brown and the game line starts to get broken, as we saw in Saturday.  There is a growing confidence in 
the team, and they will need all of that when they head for the Southern Hemisphere, in the summer! 
 
Last Saturday, also saw the end of an era, the retirement from International rugby of Brian O’Driscoll: 133 
times he has pulled on the green jersey of Ireland, and 8 times the red jersey of the British and Irish Lions, 
over the past 14 years, which includes the 47 International tries scored….some record!  Wherever your 
loyalties lie, it is very difficult not to recognise a truly dedicated servant to the sport, there is no doubt rugby, 
and Ireland, will miss his presence both on and off the field. 
 
Tomorrow, Wilmslow Rugby Club hosts the Waters Wilmslow Half Marathon…the marquee and Portaloos 
might have been a clue?  This is the 29th running of the event in the past 30 years, 2001 had to be cancelled 
due to Foot and Mouth, and is organised, in the main, by Wilmslow Running Club, who celebrate their 25th 
Anniversary this year.  Our very own, Maurice Minns, whose turf the players will be performing on today, is the 
Race Director. 
 
It requires quite a feat of organisation and, despite being an annual event, each year offers new opportunities 
and challenges, this year the headline sponsor is Waters, our new neighbours on the Altrincham Road, to 
whom we extend our thanks for their generosity, as well as allowing the use of their car parking facilities.  
There is a team of around 40 Waters’ employees running tomorrow and we wish them well. 
 
Around 400 volunteers will be on duty over the weekend in a wide range of roles and activities from route 
marshals, handing out drinks, car parking, time recorders, first aid, food and drink to corralling the runners at 
the start and finish….quite an organisation for the 5000 expected runners.  The course record is currently 
61:52 seconds for men (the world record is 58:23) and 72:02 for women (the world record is 65:12).  We wish 
all the runners good luck and hope the weather sets fair and many thanks to all the volunteers and organisers 
and wish everyone involved a successful day.  
 
Good luck to all the teams today and the runners tomorrow! 

 





NORTH 1 WEST :  
http://www.rfu.com     
http://www.rugbyroundup.com 
 

RAGING BULL NORTH WEST 
LEAGUES   
http://www.rfu.com    
http://www.nowirul.org.uk 

2013 - 2014 SEASON 
Wilmslow RUFC 
Kings Road 
Wilmslow 
SK9 5PZ 
 
Tel : 01625 522274 
 
pitchero.com/clubs/wilmslow 
 
 
 
 
 

Hon. President 
Nigel Day 
Immediate Past President and 
Hon. Club Chairman 
Jon Hitch 
Hon. Secretary 
Rob Milner 
Hon. Treasurer 
Tony Kersh 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Wolves Captain 
Mike Black 
Vice Captain 
Ben Day 
Director of Rugby 
Daz Lucas 
Head Coach 
Rick Jones 
Coaches 
Richard Hughes 
Craig Cooper 
Vikings Captain 
TBA 
Hawks Captain 
Matt Potter 
Ravens Captain 
Rick McPartland 
 
 

Magazine Editor and Club Press Officer : David Pike 
Tel : 01625 525616     :      07886 588524       :       

david.psychometrics@talktalk.net 

SPONSORS AND ADVERTISERS 2013-14 
 

ACF : Alan Lang : Alderley Edge Golf Club 
Allied Corporate Finance : Artisan Meat Co : 

Barrington Sports : Beauchamp Charles  
Bengal Tiger Lily : Bluemantle : Byrom plc : Calder 

Peel : Chapel Interiors 
Clare & Illingworth : Country Home Furnishing : 
Creative.co : easyfish  First Leasing Corp : Gas-

coigne Halman  gas-elec  
Gemma Jones Photography :  

Gusto Alderley Edge : Ian Stewart : Jon Hitch : 
John Holloway : JW Financial Planning : Kinsella 

Tax 
Lee Floorstok   

Lymm Truckwash    
M2Recruit : Maxwells of Wilmslow : Morris Homes : 

Modac Global : Motrax   
P J Design   

Printerland.co.uk : Red Hall 
S C & P Jones 

Slater Heelis : Spencer Hunt : Stigs Barbers Shop   
Sue Fisher : The Farmers Arms : The King William 

The Vets’ Place : The Wilmslow Half Marathon 
Wilmslow Preparatory School : TWP Wealth : Vision 

Express Wilmslow   
Waters Corporation : Wheatsheaf Press  

Wilmslow IT : Wilmslow Electrical : Wilmslow Glass 

Wilmslow RUFC is an 
open community 

based club, offering a 
game to anyone 

coming through the 
gates from the age of 
six upwards - with no 

upper age limit. 
 

Nevertheless, 
subscriptions and bar 
receipts are just not 
sufficient to maintain 
the wonderful sports 
field we have here. 

 
We, therefore, 

acknowledge and 
thank all those 
individuals and 

organisations, who 
have supported the 
club, the teams and 

the players this 
season either by 

sponsorship, 
advertising or 

donation.  Without 
them we just would 

not be here. 



Saturday 8th. February                                                          North 1 West 
Vale of Lune 29-27 Wilmslow  

Matches between Vale and Wilmslow have in recent 
seasons produced attractive watchable rugby.  Both sides 
like to try and play a bit and this occasion was no 
exception.  Four tries apiece were shared by the two 
sides and the sole difference on the scoreboard was Jack 
Turton’s touch line conversion for Vale of Nick Royle’s 
third try shortly after half time.  In the wet blustery 
conditions, it was a remarkable kick, which deserved to 
win any match. 
 
At that point Vale had scored twenty nine unanswered 
points and had gone fourteen ahead.  Thirty minutes 
remained and with the teeth of the gale blowing in off the 
Lune estuary full square behind them, it looked as though 
it was game, set and match.   
 
The Wolves were tottering on the edge of a severe 
thrashing, their prospects had all but evaporated but 
somehow, not without alarm, they managed to prevent 

Vale from adding to their score and as, at last, they adapted their 
game to the conditions, they rallied to score two late tries.  In spells 
this season, the Wolves have shown that they are capable of the tight 
knit close forward game sometimes required but it’s just not in their 
DNA to naturally play that way.  Unfortunately for them, on this day, it 
was just too little a little bit late as referee Hamilton brought the game 
to and end immediately after Lawrence James’ final conversion.  Two 
bonus league points away from home wasn’t in the end a bad return 
for their efforts and may yet be significant as the Wolves battle to 
retain their league status.  Vale though hadn’t won since November so 
the feeling remains that this was an opportunity lost. 
 
The Wolves had started with wind advantage and looked as though 
they intended to sweep the home side off the pitch altogether.  From 
the first scrum in midfield on the Vale ten yard line, they won clean 

ball, moved it right through several pair of hands, ran at the defence and when it was recycled from a ruck quick close passing 
put Sam Cutts in under the posts for the opening score, which Bob MacCallum converted.  Minutes later as the Wolves came 
again, Vale infringed in the ruck and from the ten metre line MacCallum’s kick was straight and true.  More was to come as 
MacCallum soon had the Vale defence back on their own line fielding a dangerous kick ahead.  Caught in possession, they 
were forced to concede a scrum and a series of drives from the Wilmslow forwards ended with Josh Whitely eventually 
scoring.  Ten minutes played, three scores and a 15-0 advantage was just the start they wanted. 
 
Vale though now realised that the best way of stopping further mischief from the Wolves was to deny them possession of the 
ball, wherever play was on the field.  They couldn’t have expected that they would be helped in their endeavour by the Wolves 
proclivity to cough up the ball on the ground and with wayward handling, when patience in possession was called for, and nor 
would they have expected to have eradicated the deficit by halftime.   As the Vale forwards waxed with their close mauling 
and rucking game, so the threat from the Wolves waned.  On the half hour, a turnover on halfway enabled Turton to put his 
backs into space  and suddenly there was Nick Royle joining the line to burst through for his first try of the afternoon.  Back 
they came again, mauling and rucking slowly up the field until a penalty put Turton into range to further cut the deficit.  Turton 
now put in a well judged kick to his right, which ended up again in the hands of Royle, who ran away for his second score.  
Against the elements and all expectations, the Vale were ahead 17-15 at half time.  The Wolves had squandered a winning 
position.   
 
The second half commenced with Royle planting a speculative kick close to the Wolves’ line.  The Wolves’ Mike Clifford made 
the catch at the ensuing lineout but the ball still came out on the Vale side and after crabbing across the field, right winger 
James Curran broke free for the touch down.  Moments later from the restart, a hesitant tackle on Turton led to a three on one 
for the Vale and who else but Royle popped up on the wing for the scoring pass.  What would Vale do without Royle, one 
wonders.  When they were under the cosh early on, he was up to every trick of gamesmanship to slow the game down and 
then as the tide turned he piled on the misery to grab his three tries.  He has scored thirty five of Vale’s eighty tries this season 
and is the league’s leading try scorer by a country mile and more.   
 
It was now generally expected that Vale would plough on to win in a canter but they changed the forward based tactics which 
had got them back into the game by using the wind to kick ahead.  The Wolves back three were able to cope.  Craig Cooper, 
on at No. 10 for the injured MacCallum injected some urgency into their play and eventually his pack adapted to the patient 
pick and drive game, which had served Vale so well in the first half.  Whether or not Vale took their foot off the pedal is open 
for conjecture but there was no doubt  that the Wolves played themselves back into it.  With ten minutes left, substitute prop 
Adam Taher broke off the side of a maul for the Wolves third try.  A couple of half chances then went begging but then in what 
transpired to be the last play of the game, the Wolves forced a scrum on the Vale line from which the skipper Mike Black, now 
playing at No. 8, broke away and through a tackle for the Wolves fourth try.     



Country  Home Furnishing  

39 Chapel Lane, Wilmslow SK9 5HW 

Tel 01625 527949 

www.countryhomefurnishings.co.uk  

 

PROUD TO BE SUPPORTING  

ALL WILMSLOW RUGBY CLUB TEAMS  

For over 40 years our family business has been giving 

the highest level of service, quality, design and 

furnishings. We pride ourselves on our customer 

service, having built up a very loyal customer base, 

nearly all our sales are generated from 

recommendations. With competitive prices to suit all 

needs, from studio apartments to prestigious 

developments we offer solutions for all your home 

furnishing needs. 

 

Our Chapel Lane showroom contains a large collection 

of classic and contemporary home furnishings.   

NORTH 1 WEST LEAGUE STATISTICS 
AFTER MATCHES PLAYED ON 15TH. MARCH 

http://www.countryhomefurnishing.co.uk/curtains.html


Batemen BMW Premier League : Conference B 

Raging Bull Leagues : Division 3 South 

Saturday 8th. February 

Sandbach 28-26 Vikings 

Developmentals P Wirral 

 

Saturday 15th. February 

Vikings 22-15 Altrincham Kersal 

Christleton P Developmentals 

 

Saturday 22nd. February 

Vikings 20-23 Burnage 

 

Saturday 1st. March 

Vale of Lune 52-8 Vikings 

Developmentals 29-21 St. Edwards OB 

 

Saturday 8th. March 

Vikings 24-12 Chester 

Developmentals 24-43 Bowdon 

 

Saturday 15th. March 

Vikings 10-40 Vale of Lune 

Developmentals 29-41 Broughton Park 

easyfish in Chapel Lane  
WISHING WRUFC AND ANDY VASSELL A  

SUCCESSFUL SEASON  

 

Team P W D L F A Diff Pts Adj 

Birkenhead Park Wanderers  8 7 0 1 231 130 101 29 0 

Burnage  8 7 0 1 221 140 81 29 0 

Vale of Lune  10 5 0 5 233 179 54 25 0 

Sandbach  8 5 0 3 255 164 91 23 0 

Wilmslow Vikings  11 3 0 8 221 281 -60 20 0 

Chester  8 3 0 5 142 159 -17 17 0 

Altrincham Kersal Cougars  9 1 0 8 99 349 -250 10 -2 

 

Team P W D L F A Diff Pts Adj 

Bowdon  22 19 2 1 929 203 726 81 0 

Firwood Waterloo  21 17 0 4 682 291 391 72 0 

Warrington  21 17 0 4 761 385 376 71 0 

Broughton Park  21 16 0 5 719 310 409 69 0 

Winnington Park 22 11 0 11 635 524 111 55 0 

Wirral  21 11 1 9 532 587 -55 55 0 

Christleton 20 9 1 10 583 337 246 47 0 

Anselmians  20 9 0 11 433 592 -159 47 0 

Wilmslow  20 9 1 10 431 448 -17 43 -5 

St Edward's O.B.  21 7 1 13 383 555 -172 40 0 

Sandbach  21 6 0 15 342 834 -492 39 0 

Heaton Moor  22 5 1 16 291 677 -386 38 0 

Hope Valley 22 3 2 17 266 840 -574 30 0 

Glossop  20 3 1 16 179 583 -404 27 0 

ALAN LANG 
4 LINDOW  
PARADE 

CHAPEL LANE 
 
100% British Produce 

from Cheshire,  
Cumbria and the 
Welsh Borders 

John and Anita welcome you 
to  

THE FARMERS 
ARMS 

in Chapel Lane 
Largest choice of beers in 

Wilmslow and sixteen de luxe  

whisk(e)ys to choose from. 
 

Weddings, Portraits, 

Events, Music, Sports 

Pet and Fashion Photography 



Wolves Appearances and Point    

Scorers : 2013 - 14 

       

Jordan Ayrey 9      

Mike Black 22 1    5 

Mike Clifford 20 3    15 

Craig Cooper 20      

Hugo Corbett 3      

Sam Cutts 20 3    15 

Ben Day 18 7    35 

Jack Harrison 4      

Max Harvey 15 6    30 

Adam Hewitt 17      

Richard Hughes 16      

Simon Irving 17 1    5 

Lawrence James 22 17  11 19 156 

Lee Jackson 1      

Rick Jones 5 1    5 

Alex Kaihau 6      

James Keys 2 1    5 

Harrison Lewis 11 1    5 

Bob MacCallum 10 1 1 15 10 73 

Olly McCall 8 6   1 32 

Conor McMurdoch 4      

Simeon Meek 19 5    25 

Johnny Newsham 3      

Tom Page 6      

Matt Pearson 4      

Tom Rayner 6 1    5 

Toby Rowe 10 2    10 

Adam Taher 9 1    5 

Gareth Tait 1 1    5 

Alex Taylor 4 1    5 

Andy Walker 20 1    10 

Jack Walmsley 22      

Josh Whiteley 8 1    5 

Ollie Wilkinson 15      

Charlie Wilton 2      

Dan Wright 14 2    10 
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Saturday 8th. March                                         North 1 West 
Birkenhead Park 50-27 Wilmslow 
Consensus amongst the diehard Wilmslow supporters, who made the trip across to Birkenhead, was that the Wolves 
acquitted themselves as well as could have been expected against the league title chasing Birkenhead Park side.  The 
Wolves scored four tries, a feat improved upon this season only by league leaders Wirral, and became one of the few 
sides to earn themselves a losing league bonus point at Upper Park.   
 
The Wolves have made a habit of starting well in recent matches and once again they emerged from the changing rooms 
breathing fire and brimstone and, catching their opponents cold, rattled in two tries in the first ten minutes.  The first of 
them came when they forced Park into an early defensive error in their own twenty two and from a solid scrum moved the 
ball right, where centre Ollie McCall got a difficult pass away to winger Lawrence James.  Not many would have been able 
to make the pass that McCall did and the bustling James held of the defence to score in the corner. 
 
Still the Wolves pressed, forcing Park to infringe and the referee to issue them a yellow card.  From the penalty for a 
corner lineout the old duo of locks, Mike Clifford and Dan Wright working in tandem, drove the Wolves over the line for 
their second score, converted from the touchline by Lawrence James.  A catch of a kick ahead by full back Toby Rowe 
followed by a thrilling run then had Park scuttling back as Rowe came close to running the distance.  Unfortunately there 
was nobody in support when he was eventually tackled and Park were able to clear. 
 
The statistics though didn’t lie.  Park had won eighteen of their twenty fixtures to date, Wilmslow nine out of twenty one; 
Park had a points for and against ratio of +352, Wilmslow -28; they had 86 league points against Wilmslow’s 49.  Park 
soon steadied as the disparity between the two sides became ever more apparent.  Man for man, their players just looked 
better conditioned, more powerful, street wise, better drilled and clinical in their ability to finish things off.  At least five of 
their seven tries had their origins in their ability to catch and drive from the lineout, a tactic to which Wilmslow had no 
answer.  It wasn’t that the Wolves ever gave up, in fact they still had spells, particularly in the second half, when they 
looked a threat but they were never able to impose the kind of continuous control that Park were able to do, when in 
possession. 
 
Enough of this nonsense seemed to be the Park response as they turned a lineout on half way into a thirty yard drive 
before releasing scrum half Sam Chidley for their opening try on the quarter hour.  Full back Dave Hall converted.   Park 
were beginning to get going and ten minutes later a long bouncing kick earned them a lineout close to the Wolves line.  
Everyone knew what would now happen but the Wolves were powerless to stop the catch and drive, finished off by hooker 
Stuart Brown.  Hall converted and then in the next attack put over a penalty from in front of the posts.  A further Park 
penalty and lineout put Brown in for his second try.  Briefly James responded with a penalty for Wilmslow but the last word 
of the half went to park prop Peter Doolan who went over from a scrum. 
 
A 0-12 deficit after ten minutes had been turned into 31-15 advantage by half time.  Worse was to come as the Wolves 

lost the ball from the restart and Park found themselves 
with men over for centre Billy Woof to cross for try 
number five. 
 
A minute later the Wolves charged down the Park 
clearance and Ollie McCall was on hand to guide the 
loose ball over the line for the Wolves third try. 
 
A series of Yellow cards for both sides then disrupted 
the game.  Park got two more catch and drive tries from 
substitute Lewis Williams and Doolan and in between 
Lawrence James once again determinedly held off the 
defence to force himself over for the Wolves fourth try.  
They then huffed and puffed for the last fifteen minutes 
with some enterprising back play. Toby Rowe and Tom 
Rayner both went close but Park at 50-27 were well 
clear and there wasn’t going to be any dramatic late 
upset. 



 

 

 

 

 
PC AND LAPTOP 

REPAIR  
SPECIALISTS 

 
 

♦  Faulty Components     ♦  Power Supplies or Inlet Problems 

♦  Keyboard Failures   ♦  Broken Screens    ♦  Viruses  ♦  Loss of Data 

 
Wilmslow IT ♦ 6a Hawthorn Lane ♦ Wilmslow SK9 1AA 

Telehone 01625  533550 ♦ shop@wilmslowit.co.uk 

 
Knutsford IT ♦ 31 Tatton St. ♦ Knutsford  

Telephone 01565 650022 ♦ shop@knutsfordit.co.uk 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
THE AREA’S LEADING INDEPENDENT ESTATE AGENCY  

 

Wishing Wi lmslow Rugby Club  
A Successfu l  2013 -  14  Season 

 
17 Of f i ces  throughout   

North Cheshi re and South Manchester  

42 & 52  Alder ley  Road,  Wi lms low,  SK9 1NY  

t  01625 540044    f  01625 527772  
Wi lmslow@gascoignehalman.co.uk  

REHAU NATIONAL INSTALLER OF THE YEAR  - 2010  



BEST WISHES 

FOR 2013-14 

                                                        Jacuzzi® Hydromassage can form an essential part of Sports and 

                                                      Fitness programs, helping to relax the body after exercise and 

                                               repair itself to prepare for the following day. Only Jacuzzi® 

                                                      Hydromassage offers your body the total all over body massage 

                                                         that will treat your joints and muscles with the care that they 

need to ensure you are feeling great after exercise.  Train harder, recover faster with Jacuzzi 

Hydromassage available from Jones Bathrooms 

 

Bathroom Showroom Wilmslow 01625 445742 

91 Chapel Lane Wilmslow SK9 5JH 

STYLISTS & BARBERS 

FOR GENTLEMEN AND 
(YOUNG) WOLVES 

 
 
 

 
CHAPEL LANE 

 
Tuesday to Friday 
9.00am to 6.00pm. 

Saturday  

8.00am to 3.30pm. 

STIG’Shop  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Just identify yourself as a Wilmslow Rugby 

Club member by producing either your 

valid 2011 - 12 membership handbook at the 

following retail outlets or the participating 

retailer’s card to receive substantial 

discounts off listed prices. 

 

Stationery Solutions 

Chapel Lane, Wilmslow 

(excluding print cartridges) 

 

Chapel Interiors 

Chapel Lane, Wilmslow 

 

Gusto 

London Road, Alderley Edge 

(see their advertisement to apply for a 

Gusto sponsorship card.  Prior bookings 

advised) 

 

Bengal Tiger Lily Indian Cuisine 

Congleton Rd., Nether Alderley 

(restaurant menu only) 

 

S C & P Jones 

91-102 Chapel Lane, Wilmslow 

 



We’re now getting very close to the business end of the season.  At the top, Wirral and Birkenhead Park 
have both booked their places as league champions and runners up.  Park beat Widnes at home by 37-21 
last Saturday and now trail Wirral by one point only. Their match at Clatterbridge this afternoon in all 
probability will determine which one gains direct admission to next season’s National 3 North and which 
one has to go into a play off, probably against Huddersfield YMCA. 
 
Altrincham Kersal confirmed their place in next season’s SLC1 league after losing last weekend at home 
by 27-41 against Wigton but with today’s game at Vale, who’re only just clear of the worry zone, and their 
last match away to Carlisle, they could still have a bearing on the final outcome at the bottom of the table.  
Given their current form of 162 points conceded in their last three home games, I wouldn’t bet on them 
winning any of their remaining games.   Leigh are mathematically still in with a chance but realistically are 
also too far behind to catch up.  Although both Leigh and AK finished last season in the relative comfort 
of eighth and ninth position, well clear of the bottom three, it had been a struggle as both had endured 
lengthy losing spells.  Neither was able to strengthen their squad for this season and they’ve paid the price. 
 
Who then will fill the third relegation spot? 
 
Carlisle have two difficult away matches at Wigton, which they probably think is winnable, this afternoon 
and at then Wirral and home fixtures against Wilmslow and AK.  They have to win at least two of these 
and even that may not be sufficient.  How are the mighty fallen one could ask of Liverpool St. Helens.  
With three home fixtures to come against Leigh, Vale and Widnes and one away at Broughton Park, 
they’re still in the mix though and also need at least two wins.  Wigton too need to take something from 
their matches against Carlisle, Kendal, Kirkby Lonsdale and Leigh.  From the relative comfort of sixth 
in the league, they had slipped down to tenth a fortnight ago but one win from their remaining matches 
should suffice.  They won’t have forgotten that two years ago they were relegated on 51 points, which is 
what they now have.  Broughton Park are not quite clear yet but should get what they need in their 
remaining matches which include Leigh and Vale away and Kirkby and LSH at home.  And that leaves 
Wilmslow needing certainly one win and possibly another from their run in against Warrington, Carlisle, 
Kendal and Kirkby Lonsdale.  Interesting! 
 
Since their last home game, Wilmslow have been away at Vale of Lune, Wirral, Altrincham Kersal and 
Birkenhead Park, taking eight points out of a possible twenty.  They would have expected to get five from 
AK, which they duly did.  Two from Vale was acceptable and the one secured at Birkenhead Park last 
week was a bonus in every sense of the word.    
 
Carlisle’s late revival has continued with home wins against Liverpool St. Helens and Widnes, who have 
most certainly gone off the boil. Winger Paul Lancaster and centre Dan Holmes were both back in 
Carlisle’s side  for their match against Widnes and were soon on top.  Weightman released Kiwi winger 
Damian Armstrong, who off loaded to second row Paul Halliday for the first try.  This was followed by a 
No. 8 try from the base of a scrum by Lee Brumpton and soon after prop Josh Holmes scored from a 
lineout.  Widnes then had their moment with a penalty to the corner and when the ball went loose at the 
lineout they took their chance to score, Josh Argent touching down.  In the second half Carlisle added a 
further five tries to complete the rout with a single reply from Widnes centre Johnson.  The Carlisle fight 
for survival is on with the return of some old hands - and Widnes, well, their side was unrecognisable from 
the one which played Wilmslow back in January and by their own admission was missing sixteen first 
choice players.  Only Leadbetter and Haydock were recognisable names. 

You can glean quite a lot from rugbyroundup.com and when a club suddenly stops entering their stats, as is 
the case with Widnes, you wonder what’s going on.  They’ve fallen away badly and word has it that as their 
promotion prospects withered so some of their players have departed for the inducements thirteen man 
game. 

http://www.pitchero.com/clubs/carlislerugby/s/players-coaches-72797.html?player_id=765038


Liverpool St. Helens were also forced to field a weakened side for their trip to Kirkby Lonsdale, where the 
home side ran in nine tries by half time to lead 53-0 and another three in the second half.  New LSH scrum 
half James Laycock got one back in the second half and Greg Smith added a second. The LSH correspondent 
took no comfort from the Cumbrians’ smiling hospitality and claims that it was the best they’ve ever played.  
He was particularly disappointed with his side’s performance.   

Broughton Park also needed points from their visit to Kendal and against all expectations got five in what 
must have been a thriller.  Was it another case of greater desire from a side threatened with relegation against a 
team in fourth place, no worries and taking their foot ever so slightly off the pedal?  Whatever the reason, 
Park scored six tries to overcome a 23-7 deficit after half an hour.  Despite late changes in personnel, Kendal 
had the best of the early play, even allowing for a length of the field run by Park’s Blake Mahovic to score 
first.  Their response was three tries from Gary Holmes, Alistair Thompson and Glenn Chester.  Andrew 
Broadley converted two of them and added two penalties.  Park now had their purple spell either side of half 
time.  First they capitalised on a dropped Kendal pass to put centre Chris Martin in and then after the break 
they stole a ball at the lineout for Jack Malin to touch down.  A minute later from the restart Martin got his 
second, Max Proctor converted and Park were against all the odds 24-23 in front.  A minute latter another 
fine move ended with prop Donald George going over.  Park had scored three tries in four minutes.   

The Kendal pack then pounded away at the Park line and a loose ball allowed matt Houghton to touch down.  
It was now with Broadley’s conversion 30-31 and twenty minutes still on the clock.  Back they came again but 
another dropped ball was swept up by Mahovic who put Park eight points ahead.  Kendal then had to call for 
reinforcements and eventually a penalty got them into range for Holmes to score his second with just three 
minutes left but Park kept Kendal bottled up in their own half for the time remaining and recorded a famous 
win.  They now have 52 points which in most seasons would be enough but they’ll also need another win for 
comfort.  

Warrington have won twice at home in the last month, narrowly against Broughton Park and more 
conclusively against Wigton and with AK still to play at Stelfox, they’ve probably done enough already, 
regardless of what happens this afternoon.  Kendal are also in a comfort zone after wins against Leigh and 
LSH.  So too are Kirkby Lonsdale.  Four wins on the bounce have moved them up to fifth and with 
Widnes now looking vulnerable, they may end up yet in the top four.  Not many would have put their money 
on that last September. 

Nor would many have forecast at that time, that Wirral would be soaring high above all of us looking down 
with eagle eye.   One loss, one draw and a 100% winning record since 9th. November.  Clearly, their best 
season ever with a home grown side, playing for each other and their club and not for even an ounce of silver 
and gold. 

Nobody will have been surprised at their ten try demolition of AK last weekend.  Both sides were full of 
changes in personnel from their previous games but it made not one iota of difference to the outcome.  
Wirral started slowly in the first half to lead by 17-0 at half time, despite a period mid way through the half 
when AK were pressing.  Just like the game against Wilmslow the week before.  In the second half Wirral 
scored seven tries without reply.   

The power  of  social  media in junior  rugby 

Four years ago I was coaching Wilmslow Wolves U13s and we had reached our lowest ebb.  The squad 
was down to twelve and it was crisis point. There were a multitude of reasons why we it had come to 
this and it would be unfair to go into the details of why we were in this situation.   
 
Let’s concentrate on where this story begins.  We sat the lads down and said “We’ve done everything we 
can do to keep this team going, now it’s down to you”.  RFU rules means that coaches can’t directly 
approach players from other teams, recruitment can only be done via the players themselves. 
 
It was agreed that Facebook would be a better channel to talk directly to our players as parents weren’t 
the most reliable. We then agreed some ground rules going forward and set them free to recruit, retweet 
and hash tag. 
 
At the time  a new coach had joined the team called Andrew Gardiner who added some much needed 
fresh thinking on the situation. The coaches rallied together and looked at all the problems we faced and 
found a proposition that would appeal to the current members but also to possible recruits – one word, 
FUN. 
 
School rugby and representative rugby came first so the only way we could compete for rugby junkies is 
to keep the club rugby light hearted but competitive. Tours were high on the list of enjoyment and lets 
just say we enjoyed ourselves in France, North Wales, Poland and next up – Amsterdam! 
 
After changing tack our squad grew slowly over the next few seasons and we managed some good runs 
in the Cheshire Cup with three semi finals. This was a team on the up. 
 
A large part of the game is self belief and good old fashioned courage but another part of the game is to 
have some pace and natural skill.  Some of our lads had those talents but it needed some new blood and 
competition for places to remind them. 

When we started the Junior Colts we joined The Raging Bull North West League and right on cue the 
perfect storm arrived; first of all the U16s were struggling for numbers and agreed to merge with us, 
then a particularly talented team up the road folded, and then there were some random joiners and they 
all just happened to be good players. Also keeping up with their social media hunger we’ve introduced a 
Twitter page and the coaches also have a closed group Facebook page and regularly keep in touch on 
Whatsapp. 

They have all gelled well especially as we’ve implemented a rotation system to play as many players as we 
can throughout the season. When we were over subscribed the particular players were private messaged 
explaining the reasons why and with a promise of a future game 

Bolstered by talent and numbers, we won league C.  It was the team’s first ever silverware in ten years of 
trying.  I’m sure there’s a Disney movie in it!  Follow them on Twitter @Wilmslowolves97 

 

Wilmslow Developmentals v Broughton Park Wyverns 
  
I must mention the match played here last weekend between Wilmslow 3rdXV and Broughton Park, which a few of us on the touchline had 
the privilege of watching.  Against a ‘superior’ selection of Broughton Park players, the 3rds turned round at half-time 0-22 down, having 
endured a fairly torrid first half of almost one way traffic.  Wilmslow’s initial dominance in the scrum had been negated by passive 
scrummaging due to Broughton Park not having a ‘suitable’ front row replacement, following an injury.  With about 25 minutes to go, the 
score standing at 5-36 and for some unseen and yet unknown reason, the after burners were lit and the whole side, from loose-head to full-
back, set off rampaging at, and through, the opposition. Four ties followed in very quick succession, and there could have been a couple 
more had it not been for some very desperate defending on behalf of Broughton Park.  This was a display of total teamwork, players busting 
a gut to get in support of the ball carrier, the crowd shouting their support and encouragement.  Unfortunately, time ran out for the Ravens 
and, with a final lucky bounce try, Broughton Park rounded out the game and Mr Myles Kitchener, the referee, blew time at 29-41!  His 
comment, sorry, statement, in the bar afterwards, was that he had just witnessed the best 20 minutes of rugby he has ever seen at this level.  
Possibly, one of the most remarkable 20 minutes of rugby to have graced the Memorial Ground in recent time…a credit to Wilmslow Ravens!  
Play like that against Warrington today and there’s more beer waiting!  
 

Nigel Day 



At the A J Bell Stadium 

 

AVIVA PREMIERSHIP 

Sat 22nd. March  2.00pm 

NORTHAMPTON 

 

Amlin Cup - QF  

Thur 3rd. April 8.00pm 

NORTHHAMTON 

 

AVIVA PREMIERSHIP 

Fri 11th. April 8.00pm 

HARLEQUINS 

 
Specialist in Domestic Extension Design  
Paul Sheridon Tel. 07969 790075 

psherid@btconnect.com 
 

Paul Sheridon wishes the Wolves every 
success in 2013-14 

Tony Kersh wishes the Wolves and all 
Wilmslow teams a successful 2013-14. 

 
PO Box 595, Macclesfield 

 SK10 9HF 
Tel : 01625 500090 

MOTRAX MOTOR ACCESSORIES 88 CHAPEL LANE T 01625 522551 
 

OILS  BATTERIES  PAINTS   NUMBER 

PLATES   TOWBARS  TOOLS  CYCLE 

ACCESSORIES MAINTENANCE, REPAIR 

AND VALETING PRODUCTS 

 

WHY PAY MORE AT A DEALER OR 

SUPERSTORE WHEN THERE IS  

UNBEATABLE SERVICE, QUALITY 

AND VALUE AT  

MOTRAX! 

The club seems to have lost the appetite for tours, so I was delighted that 

the Junior Colts have embraced them, with two trips to the continent this 

season.  

 

In September they went to Lodz, in Poland, and found themselves playing 

and just losing to the Polish Under 19 champions. Only last weekend they 

went to Holland and played the Nederlands Under 17 team on Saturday, 

losing 50-12, and on Sunday they played in a round 

robin with a team from Hook of Holland and a 

Dendermonde from Belgium.  They lost the first but 

finished off the tour with a win against the Belgians.  Full marks to the boys and the team organisers, 

including Andrew Gardiner, Graham Taylor and John Parker, whose son Richard is the captain and a 

chip off the old block, playing in the front row.  It will be interesting to see how these boys develop 

over the next few years.  How many of them will end up playing for Wilmslow? If they follow the path 

of previous successful Colts teams, they will nearly all go to University and may not even play rugby. 

 

Mike Barltrop’s very good team of 2006/7 is a case in point.  I think only Ollie Wilkinson and Mathew 

Shufflebottom are now playing for the club, but many are still playing elsewhere and at differing 

standards.  Charlie Mulchrone is now at Rotherham (soon to be at Worcester); Chris Davies plays for 

Richmond; Billy Wilson and Charlie Griffiths are playing down the road at Burnage; Josh Longmore at 

Stockport and four of the lads are playing down in London, Jon Barltrop and Dan Partington at Old 

Haileyburians and Tom Saville and Nick Proctor at Old Streetonians, somewhere in the Hackney 

Marshes.  

 

These ramblings were instigated by a recent document from the R.F.U., who have finally realised that 

far fewer players are playing rugby. They have recently commissioned a national survey and have 

come up with a suggested rearrangement of the leagues, which will be debated by the Council on11th 

April.  The main suggestion, so far as we are concerned, is a reduction of the teams in the league, at 

our level, to twelve. To make up for the loss of four games, there will be a Cup Competition, with each 

team being guaranteed two home games. So, presumably, this will be on some sort of league system – 

it just doesn’t make sense. I shall be very interested to see if the proposal is accepted. 

 

Finally, may I congratulate the aforementioned Junior Colts, who won their league and will have been 

presented with their trophy and medals last night at the league dinner. 



League North 1 West 

2013 - 14 

League Results—2013/2014 

HOME 
TEAMS 
 
 
 
 
 

              

Altrincham Kersal  0-20 0-19 17-6 17-48 36-29 10-35 18-30 7-59  25-31 27-41 7-58 0-64 

Birkenhead Park   21-10 34-12 72-14 17-15 48-0 73-7 32-14 36-30 37-21 27-3 50-27 25-32 

Broughton Park 40-0 5-31  23-15 17-15  14-17  23-28 35-20 28-30 17-0 28-3 15-27 

Carlisle  12-29 19-14  19-46 13-10 21-14 19-10 13-13 16-12 55-14 24-10  25-33 

Kendal 48-35 15-20 37-38 31-20  15-17 26-19 8-10 22-10 29-15 35-34  33-20  

Kirkby Lonsdale 31-3 27-20 23-12 10-13 8-5  41-17 70-12 17-13 44-10  23-12  6-19 

Leigh 9-13 15-21  7-25 18-18 36-50  19-21 25-15 30-32 19-20  11-22 17-19 

Liverpool St. Helens 29-5 31-39 0-47 26-22 14-36 22-17    46-26  32-31 42-39 23-55 

Vale of Lune    55-24 29-39 46-31 45-12 44-24  57-11 10-18 22-22 29-27 3-24 

Warrington 32-15  16-13 25-14 10-32 24-22 25-22 26-10 27-24  34-34 28-10 33-24  

Widnes 24-7 12-27 20-24 24-8  57-15  34-18 13-10 26-20  36-20 30-13 33-24 

Wigton 54-7 14-24 34-7  23-22  27-20 32-5 34-12 33-14 15-5  19-22 5-10 

Wilmslow 41-13 8-39 12-12 16-13  12-5 25-15 27-24 21-21  13-15 19-12  7-24 

Wirral 31-12  22-10  73-15 26-19 31-5 49-14 10-10 34-32 17-3 42-7 26-0  
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TODAY’S OTHER 

MATCHES 

 

Broughton Park v 

Kirkby Lonsdale 

 

Liverpool St. 

Helens v Leigh 

 

Vale of Lune v  

Altrincham Kersal 

 

Widnes v Kendal 

 

Wigton v Carlisle  

 

Wirral v  

Birkenhead Park 
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Team P W D L F A Diff B Pts Pts Adj 

Wirral 22 20 1 1 692 286 406 15 97 0 

Birkenhead Park 22 20 0 2 742 324 418 16 96 0 

Widnes 22 14 1 7 534 474 60 13 71 0 

Kendal 22 12 1 9 589 538 51 20 70 0 

Kirkby Lonsdale 22 11 0 11 530 440 90 18 62 0 

Warrington 22 10 1 11 502 606 -104 14 56 0 

Vale of Lune 22 8 4 10 569 476 93 13 53 0 

Broughton Park 22 10 1 11 451 390 61 10 52 0 

Wigton 22 9 1 12 458 445 13 13 51 0 

Wilmslow 22 9 2 11 456 501 -45 10 50 0 

Liverpool St Helens 22 9 0 13 450 736 -286 8 44 0 

Carlisle 22 9 1 12 408 473 -65 4 42 0 

Leigh 22 3 1 18 382 569 -187 13 27 0 

Altrincham Kersal 22 3 0 19 274 779 -505 4 16 0 

WARRINGTON 
Our visitors today have enjoyed a good first season at North 1 West level.  They started 
slowly with a series of away games in order to preserve the cricket pitch until the end of 
September at their shared ground but once their home matches started, they got going 

and deservedly have pulled themselves up the league to a comfortable mid table position.   
They got to within two points of beating Wirral at Clatterbridge and to within six points of 

Birkenhead Park at Upper Park.  Only Kirkby Lonsdale and Vale of Lune have 
administered anything like a severe beating to them on their travels but surprisingly they 

have recorded only one away win, by 32-30 at Leigh.  They still have AK to play away and 
on current form, you’d expect them to win that one.  Only Kendal have beaten them at 

home this season but they still have to play Birkenhead Park and Wirral in their last two 
home games.  Nevertheless, with fifty six league points already in the locker, they have nothing to worry about 

and can enjoy trying to discomfort their remaining four opponents.   
 

Last November the Wolves had to give way to Warrington, who outscored them by five tries to four for a 33-24 
win.  The game will be remembered for Warrington’s second half master class in retaining possession, accurate 
off loading, patience and denying Wilmslow virtually any second half possession of the ball.  During that period, 

they forced Wilmslow to infringe frequently in their own half of the field and scored three well made tries to add to 
the brace they scored in the first half.  A certain Jono Smith playing in the centre for them exercised significant 

influence on the game, especially in the early stages when Wilmslow were on top. 
 

It was also a day when Ollie McCall, playing at fly half jinked his way through the Warrington defence with his 
deceptive running for two first half tries and there were also two from new hooker Max Harvey.  In the second half 
the Wolves though just couldn’t make anything of the slope in their favour.  The possession they managed to get 
was always deep in their own territory and their kicking for position was particularly inept.  The Warrington back 

three just hovered it up and resumed their operations in or around the Wolves twenty two.  Toby Rowe, playing at 
full back, eventually managed to break away and followed up his own kick ahead for what seemed a fine try to 
everyone but the referee, who was too far behind the play to see whether he’d touched down or not.  It would 
have brought the Wolves back to just one score behind.  Whether that would have made any difference to the 

outcome was debateable but the Wolves ended on the attack without adding to their score.   
 

It had been an entertaining game with both sides contributing but on the day, there was no denying that 
Warrington were well worth their success.    

 
We can expect another competitive encounter today    

Pictures from Warrington v Wilmslow 

16th. November 2013 

http://www.pitchero.com/clubs/warrington/


The Dirty  Dozen League  
League N1W Forecasts  

Sponsored  by  The  Ar t i san  Meat  Company  
 
This is probably the weekend that will start to sort out the pundits from the chancers.  There are a lot of matches which could go either way.   

If KL travel at strength they could cause Park problems but on the other hand if it’s lambing time in the Dales and anyway they have 

sufficient points already to not be worried.  Park will probably be the hungrier. 

LSH v Leigh is another tester.  Normally, you would choose LSH without a moment’s thought but their confidence may be waning or have 

Leigh given up?  Who knows!   

Widnes v Kendal.  Two mid table sides with nothing to play for.  I don’t know how many sheep farmers there are in the Kendal but if the 
ewes are all in labour………………  .  Wigton v Carlisle.  Both sides will have targeted this one for a win so it could well turn out to be a local 
derby with a crunch and a lot at stake.  Wilmslow v Warrington. The enigmatic Wolves need a home win to ease their worries against a 

Warrington side that hasn’t picked up much away from home, except at Leigh but this one is no home win banker. 

And finally ‘Le Clatterbridge Crunch!’ You would normally go for Park on the basis of their standing in the rankings for over a century but 

Wirral are definitely the new kids on the block, whose time may have come.  

H = Home Win,  
A = Away Win,  
D = Draw  
 
Saturday  
15th. March 
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Beer Keeper        0 327          

Draichgoch A H      8 477          

The Flying Scotsman        0 440  H H H A H H A  

The Paella Fella A H      8 506  H H H H H H H  

Kenshican A A      5 468  H H H H H A A  

Nob A H      8 501  H H H A H H A  

Zoo Keeper A H      8 445  A H H H H H A  

Super Ted A H      8 416  H H H H A H A  

Young Lochinvar A H      8 510  H H H H H H H  

Uncle Fester A H      8 484  A H H H H H H  

Jonty A H      8 442  H A H H H H A  

H for Heroes  A H      8 495  H H H H H H H  

Kiwi A H      8 468          

Results for Week A H                 

Cherry  Tree  

Farm 

Lees  Lane     
Mottram St.  

Andrew 

 

Tue - Fri  
8.00am - 5.30pm  

Sat  

8.00am - 5.00pm 

Sun  
10.00am - 4.00pm 

By beating Marple 36-5 at home on 
23rd. February, the Junior Colts 
won Raging Bull’s League C.  It was 
a remarkable achievement by an 
age group that four years ago 
nearly went extinct through a lack 
of players.  The story of how 
coaches Andrew Gardiner, Phil 
Howells and others worked out a 
plan with the remaining boys to 
resurrect their side is a lesson for 
anyone.  Of course, they were to 
have bits of luck coming their way 
in the following seasons, such as 
gaining players from Manchester 
when the side there folded and from 
bringing in U16s when that team 
folded, but in the main it was the 

remaining players who made it happen by convincing others that it would be worthwhile to throw in 
their lot with this side. 
 
Sunday 9th. February: Junior Colts 32-5 Rochdale 
Once again, the Junior Colts found themselves playing on 
the plastic pitch at Burnage.  We must thank the Burnage 
club for coming to our rescue again.  After this match, there 
was a wonderful opportunity to win this league at Marple in 
the last game a fortnight later.  Without question, the large 
size of the squad has made the difference, enabling us to pull 
in decent players when necessary.  That was the case again 
for this match. 
 
Within a minute Cal Atkinson went on a surging run to set up 
a score for Dan Hinchcliffe.  A series of errors from the restart 
soon had Rochdale levelling the scores.  The response was 
immediate when Rick Parker finished off a continuous 
passage of play after just seven minutes.  Quick scrum ball 
then had Guy Prichard setting up Ross Waddell for our third 
try on twenty minutes.  Wilmslow continued to dominate and 
just after the interval Prichard crossed for try number four.  Try number five soon comes from Andy Fyffe breaking off 
from a catch and drive. 
 
Despite the changes in personnel, this turned into a good performance from the side with a lot of good play to admire 
against a Rochdale side which belied its lowly league position. 
 
Sunday 23rd. February: Marple 5-36 Junior Colts 
Marple, were a depleted side who man for man were as good as any other team we had met this season and played 
with great grit and technique. But we  were there to go top for the first time this season, in the last game, and to 
become champions.  It had been a close battle all season between ourselves, Newcastle and Anselmians in the only 
Junior Colts league in which all the matches were played.  
 
Charlie Gardiner, the Atkinsons, Cal and Matt did well at the breakdown. Will Maslen was zipping about creating havoc, 
Dan Hinchcliffe was timing his runs and angles as usual. Your man Andy Fyfe did a typically versatile job playing scrum 
half. Our wingers Sam Stockman and Jamie Hancock both had brilliant games demonstrating blistering pace and their 
usual willingness to defend when needed. The stats show Jamie got two and Sam one. Jamie’s second was a peach as 
he gets the ball tight in the corner at the end of a flowing backs move and with one man to beat he half turns, then side 
steps and sprints in. One full back left with twisted blood. Marcus scored for the second time in two matches with a 
determined drive over the line whilst Hinchcliffe and lastly Fez Taylor got their names on the sheet.  It was, however, 
the conversions that caught the eye.  Isaac Jones converted probably his best one of the season ; from way out on the 
left and into a slight breeze he monstered the ball between the sticks. That conversion, that exhibition of confident 
kicking, set the tone for the whole game straight away. When he had to go off though, Jonny Evans and then Ross 
Hook both missed sitters before Hook stepped up again to convert Taylor’s final score.   
 
As a post script it’s worth remembering that the last Junior Colts from Wilmslow to win anything had been Mike 
Barltrop’s side nearly ten years ago with Charlie Mulchrone at scrum half and Chris Davies at No. 8.  Both went on to 
win U18 International caps for Ireland and England respectively and both started their senior club rugby careers at 
Wilmslow.  Subsequently Chris won an Oxford Blue and now plays at Richmond in National 1, whilst Charlie now 
captains Rotherham in the RFU Championship.  Does this side, I wonder, contain anyone who will attain these levels in 
the game? 

Team P W D L F A Diff Pts Adj 

Wilmslow  18 16 1 1 539 225 314 51 0 

Newcastle (Staffs)  18 16 0 2 637 119 518 50 0 

Anselmians  18 15 1 2 588 228 360 49 0 

Southport  18 8 0 10 256 387 -131 34 0 

Kirkby Lonsdale  18 8 0 10 245 246 -1 30 0 

Tarleton  17 6 1 10 135 304 -169 30 0 

Crewe and Nantwich  18 6 1 11 285 468 -183 30 0 

Marple  17 5 0 12 240 469 -229 27 0 

Rochdale  18 4 1 13 180 475 -295 27 0 

Liverpool St Helens  18 2 1 15 200 384 -184 21 0 

Junior Colts League  C 
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Colts Rugby for 2014 -15 
Following the success of this season’s Junior Colts, which 
also included those U16s, who still wanted to play club rugby 
at Wilmslow, the coaches have decided that the whole squad, 
all 46 of them, will play senior colts rugby next season.  This 
means that those boys who would still be eligible for U17s, if 
there were sufficient of them, will play in the senior colts set up and as things stand, Wilmslow won’t have a junior colts 
side next season.   
 
This year’s Senior Colts side (ie. U19s) folded before Christmas through a lack of available players and all of them that 
are still available for selection next season will now be channelled into the senior section sides.  The consequence of this 
is that this season’s U18 players, who would normally have had the opportunity of a second season as U19s, will be 
offered senior rugby instead.   
 
It seems to me that the plan for those who will be U19 next season is sound in theory but could fail in practice if nobody 
knows who they are.  When a side folds it is easy for the players affected to lose contact with their club and to move to 
another one which offers them a game at their age group or worse still to just give up the game altogether.  Let’s hope 
that the senior section coaches and management are on to the case and at the very least have acquired a list of  those 
players, who started this season in the now defunct Senior Colts. 
 
When is a forward pass not forward 
The law makers have really excelled themselves with this one as was clearly demonstrated in Ireland’s match in Paris 
last weekend.  Early in the first half Bastareaud’s pass was clearly forward but nobody could foresee that the final 
denouement of this fascinating contest would come down to another forward pass in the penultimate play of the game.  
Everybody could see that the final French pass was forward, not by just a head but by a full length.  Even the IRB law 
web site states that ‘Forward’ means the ball is thrown towards the  
opposition’s dead ball line. 
 
That didn’t stop referee Steve Walsh from consulting with his TV man to establish whether the passer’s arms were going 
forwards or backwards when the pass was delivered.  If the former it’s a forward pass if the latter it isn’t.  It’s not the 
direction of the ball that matters, it’s the arms that count.  Needless to add that I couldn’t find any clarification of this on 
the internet but then I mightn’t have been searching in the right places.   
 
Daz Lucas said that he thought it was a Southern hemisphere dispensation that was being applied at International level 
because he wasn’t aware of it being applied at our level.  Presumably, it applies only to the professional game where 
either cameras are present or touch judges and referees are judged to be sufficiently fleet of foot to keep up with play 
and in the right position to judge.  I can hardly see referees and touch judges in other games, especially at our level, 
being able to make a call on this.  It’s frequently hard enough for them to judge whether the ball has moved forward or 
not in flight without then having to guess the direction of the passer’s arms.  At that rate, we really would have to send 
match officials off to Vision Express…………... 
 
Having said all that, the right decision was eventually made when Walsh over ruled the French touchdown to award 
Ireland the poisoned chalice of the put in  at the final scrum on their twenty two.  The chances of the Irish front row  
conceding a penalty must have been high.  They avoided that by allowing France to win the ball against the head and 
then only desperate defence, which they managed without conceding a penalty on the ground, kept the French out.  By 

such narrow margins are championships won or lost.   

 
Time was when the Half Marathon always 
took place on the last Sunday in March but 
this year it has been moved to Sunday 23rd. 
March - that’s tomorrow.  The race will start 
here at Wilmslow Rugby Club at 10.30am. 
And there will be over 4000 runners taking 
part.  There will be road closures locally and 
in Mobberley from 10.00am. - 2.00pm. 
 
The race sponsors are Waters Wilmslow, a 
division of the worldwide US based Waters 
Corporation.  The official race charity this 
year is Stockport Cerebral Palsy Society. 



Saturday  22nd. March 2014 
League North One West 
Wilmslow v Warrington 

15.  Ben Day 
 
14.  Toby Rowe 
13.  Sam Cutts 
12.  Ollie McCall 
11.  Tom Rayner 
 
10.  Bob MacCallum 
9.    Andy Walker 
 
1.    Simeon Meek 
2.    Max Harvey 
3.    Jack Walmsley 
4.    Simon Irving 
5.    Mike Clifford 
6.    Rick Jones 
7.    Adam Hewitt 
8.    Mike Black (Capt.) 
 
Subs 
Adam Taher 
Craig Cooper 
Alex Taylor 

Slater Heelis/M2 Recruitment 
 
Barry Wilson 
The Barker Brothers  
Mark Shotton 
 
 
Ian Stewart 
Drew Donaldson 
 
B.F.M 
B.F.M 
Buttercup Developments 
Bluemantle 
Calder Peel FGP 
B.F.M 
Jon Hitch 
 
 
 
B.F.M 
John Holloway 
John Holloway 

Wilmslow XV and their Sponsors Warrington XV 

PLAYERS AND 
THEIR SPONSORS 

The players and 
coaches would like to 

thank those 
organisations and 

individuals who have 
supported the cause of 

Wilmslow rugby by 
becoming their 

personal sponsors.  All 
the funds raised are 

directed towards 
funding coaching, kit, 
equipment, physios 

and team travel. 
 

Craig Cooper - John 
Holloway : Sam Cutts - 
The Barker Brothers : 

Mike Black - Jon Hitch : 
Mike Clifford -  Calder 

Peel FGP  
Ben Day - Slater Heelis 
and M2 Recruitment : 
Adam Hewitt - Nick 
Fiennes : Alex Kai - 

Robin Gregory : Rick 
Hughes - Rick Green : 

Rick Jones - Tim 
Holloway : James Keys 

- Paddy Mulchrone : 
Harrison Lewis - TWP 

Wealth : Bob 
MacCallum - Ian 

Stewart : Andy Vassell 
- Sue Fisher and 

Easyfish : Andy Walker 
- Drew Donaldson : 
Lawrence James - 
Barry Wilson : Josh 

Whiteley, Jordan 
Ayrey, Max Harvey, 

Simeon Meek - 
B.F.M  : Jack Walmsley 

- Buttercup 
Developments : Ollie 
Wilkinson - Modac 

Global: Simon Irving - 
Bluemantle 

   
  

Wishing the Wolves a Successful Season 

15. Patrick Roberts 
        
14. Kevin Jones 
13.   Steve Pilkington 
12.   Duncan Rickard (Capt.) 
11.   Kieron Hughes  
     
10.    Andy Roberts 
9. Tom Wood 
       
1. Clement O’Rourke 
2. PaulThompson 
3. Joe Barker   
4. Matt Lythgoe    
5.      Danny Fleming 
6.      Joe Wilson 
7.      Matt Connolly 
8.      Ash Rocky 
 
Subs 
Jake Ashall 
Josh Riley 
Mike Haddon 

Harrison Lewis receiving sponsorship from 
Martin Hill of TWP prior to setting off to 
Timaru, Christchurch, NZ for a season of 

southern hemisphere rugby. 

Today’s Referee   

Daniel Tayor 

MDRURS 

NEXT MATCHES AT THE MEMORIAL GROUND 

 

29th. March 

 

Bateman Premier : Conference B 

Vikings v Birkenhead Park Wanderers 

 

Raging Bull : South 3 

Developmentals v Winnington Park 

 

The Annual Mini Festival  takes place on 

Saturday 12th. and  Sunday 13th. April.  

Next Week the Wolves are away to Carlisle 

CARLISLE RFC, WARWICK RD, CARLISLE 

CA1 1LW 

Simply head up the M6, taking the exit at J43 for 

Carlisle on the A69.  As you head towards the city 

centre it becomes Warwick Road and the entrance to 

the rugby club is on the right just after Carlisle United 
FC.  It’s about a mile and a bit from the motorway exit. 


