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Wolves  

N1W 

 Vikings 

Bateman Premier 

  Ravens 

Raging Bull 4S 

Developmentals  

Raging Bull 3S  
 

September 7 
14 
21 
28 

KIRKBY LONSDALE 
Leigh 
LIVERPOOL ST. H 
Broughton Park 

W 
W 
W 
L 

 Sandbach 
STOCKPORT 
Fylde 
CALDY 

W 
L 
L 
L 

 Anselmians 
HEATON MOOR 
Sandbach 
GLOSSOP 

L 
W 
W 
W 

 MACCLESFIELD 
 
LINLEY & KIDSGR’E 
Old Bedians 

W 
 
W 
W 

October 5 
12 
19 
26 

WIDNES 
Wigton 
VALE OF LUNE 
WIRRAL 

L 
W 
D 
L 

 Preston GH 
VALE OF LUNE 
Burnage 
SEDGLEY PARK 

L 
D 
W 
L 

 Broughton Park 
HOPE VALLEY 
Wirral 
CHRISTLETON 

L 
W 
L 
aba 

 TRAFFORD METRO 
Buxton 
BROUGHTON PARK 
Northwich 

awo 
L 
Hwo 
L 

November 2 
9 

16 
23 
30 

ALTRINCHAM KERS 
BIRKENHEAD PARK 
Warrington 
CARLISLE 
Kendal 

W 
L 
L 
W 
L 

 Chester 
Birkenhead Park 
ALTRINCHAM K’SAL 
Macclesfield 
SALE 

L 
L 
W 
L 
L 

 St. Edwards OB 
Bowdon 
WARRINGTON 
Winnington Park 
FIRWO’D WATERLOO 

L 
L 
L 
L 
L 

 LYMM 
OSWESTRY 
Crewe & Nantwich 
WINNINGTON  
Moore 

 
 
 
W 

December 7 
14 
21 
28 

LEIGH 
Liverpool St. Helens 

W 
L 

 Birkenhead Park 
SANDBACH 
Altrincham Kersal 

L 
L 
W 

 Heaton Moor 
SANDBACH 
 

W   
Linley & Kidsgrove 

 

January 4 
11 
18 
25 

BROUGHTON PARK 
Widnes 
WIGTON 

D 
L 

 Burnage 
VALE OF LUNE 
 
Chester 

L 
P 

 Glossop 
BROUGHTON PARK 
 
Hope Valley 

W 
P 

 OLD BEDIANS 
Trafford MV 
 
BUXTON 

 

February 8 
15 
22 

Vale of Lune 
Wirral 

  Sandbach 
ALTRINCHAM K’SAL 
BURNAGE 

  WIRRAL 
Christleton 
 

  Broughton Park 
NORTHWICH 

 

March 1 
8 

15 
22 
29 

Altrincham Kersal 
Birkenhead Park 
 
WARRINGTON 
Carlisle 

  Vale of Lune 
CHESTER 
 
 
BIRKENHEAD PARK 

  ST. EDWARDS OB 
BOWDON 
 
Warrington 
WINNINGTON PARK 

  Lymm 
Oswestry 
 
CREWE & N’WICH 
Winnington Park 

 

April 5 
12 
19 
26 

KENDAL 
Kirkby Lonsdale 

     Firwood Waterloo 
ANSELMIANS 

  MOORE 
Macclesfield 

 

Senior Colts (U19s) and Junior Colts (U17s) 

Raging Bull Senior Colts League : Division B  Junior Colts League : Division C 

 Seniors  Juniors   Seniors  Juniors  

1 Sep 
8  

15  
22 
29 

Rochdale 
ANSELMIANS 
 
Southport 
K LONSDALE 

W 
W 
 
W 
W 

5 Jan 
12 
19 
26 

Marple 
NEWCASTLE (STAFFS) 
Liverpool St Helens 
 

W 
W 
W 

 
Liverpool Collegiate 
FIRWOOD W’LOO 
 
Eccles 

 
Fylde 
MANCHESTER 
 

 
W 
W 
 
L 

 

6 Oct 
13 
20 
27 

Tarleton 
MARPLE 
Newcastle (Staffs) 
Crew & Nantwich 

W 
W 
L 
W 

2 Feb 
9 

16 
23 

 
ROCHDALE 

 LEIGH 
 
FYLDE 

 L 
 
C 
 

 

3 Nov 
10 
17 
24 

LIVERPOOL S H 
Anselmians 
CREWE & N’WICH 
STOCKPORT (Cup) 

W 
D 
W 
W 

2 Mar 
9 

16 
23 
30 

  Manchester 
LIVERPOOL COLL 
Firwood Waterloo 
K LONSDALE 

 L 
W 
Hwo 
L 

 

1 Dec 
8 

15 
22 
29 

SOUTHPORT 
Kirkby Lonsdale 
 
TARLETON 

W 
W 
 
W 

6 Apr 
13 
20 

  Kirkby Lonsdale 
ECCLES 
 
Leigh 

   

reunion riːˈjuːnjən noun 1 a meeting of people (e.g. relatives, friends, former colleagues, etc.) who have not met 
for some time. 2 the act of reuniting or the state of being reunited. 

 
With the above in mind, there are two sets of visitors to Pownall Park today; firstly we welcome our Northern Division 

» North 1 West friends from Wigton who will, no doubt, be planning revenge for the visit of Wilmslow earlier in the 
season.  On that occasion, Wilmslow calmly clawed their way back from a 19-9 points deficit in favour of the home 
side to a 19-22 win, Wigton were playing their 26th game in an impressive 25 home game winning run; on that 

occasion, Wilmslow spoiled the party.  The home supporters, today, will be hoping the 1st XV repeat the result again! 
 

Most players will recognise the 4 stages of an away match, forgive the generalisation, as being the journey there, the 
game, the result and the journey home; and, by the end of today, there will have been many ‘away trips’ retold, 

possibly with embellishments…surely not! 
 
Wigton was my first ‘serious’ away trip as President this season and I was expertly chaperoned by Barry Fisher, 

Norman Herring and David Pike, having met in the car park, at the appointed time, Barry drove us north up the M6, 
turning off at junction 41, we heading across country for a lunch stop.  We pulled up outside The Old Crown Pub in 

Hesket Newmarket. Meaning “hill with ash trees”, Hesket Newmarket is a small village in Cumbria, with a couple of 
claims to fame; firstly they have a co-operatively owned pub and brewery and secondly, it is the birthplace of Eddie 
Stobart!  As you step into The Old Crown, you are greeted with, aside of an open fire, a bar with at least 5 hand 

pumps of locally brewed beer, so local, it is brewed at the back of the pub!  Add a menu of ‘real pub food’, a choice of 
local beer (ranging from A.B.V. 3.3% up to 6%) and you can see why the lunch stop is a vital part of the journey!   

 
The game was a rollercoaster of emotions, frustration and elation for the spectators with the result falling in our 
favour…it’s more important to win than how pretty the win was…that’s league rugby! 

 
Forsaking my travelling companions, I boarded the coach for the journey home, after a quick refuelling stop at the 

supermarket, we set off.  As the all-important rehydration continued, the post-match analysis became more elaborate 
and the inevitable singing began. A mid-journey stop for refreshments at Guy’s Thatched Hamlet, in Bilsborrow, 
provided the fortitude to continue the journey back to Wilmslow.  Oh, for a return to the ‘olde days’ when even a trip 

over the Pennines involved a coach, with a stop at the Bridge at Ripponden on the journey home, let alone the long 
distance matches to the likes of Abertillery, Gosforth and Tynedale.  The actual time spent playing a match is a small 

part of the fabric of the team, yes you need to know and understand your team mates on the pitch however you also 
need to build that relationship and empathy off the park. 

 
Once those bonds and relationships are built it is very difficult to break them and they will endure for a lifetime.  
These relationships and memories are important to us and because of these common bonds and shared experiences 

we have and feel the urge to bring them back to the surface from time to time, which leads me nicely to the second 
welcome of the day.   

 
A big welcome to the Wilmslow players, former and current, who are here to reacquaint themselves with friends and 
enjoy each other’s company, to support the current crop of 1st team players, to reminisce, possibly even with 

embellishment and to compare the way rugby is played today in contrast to the ‘olde days’….!  It is great to see 
everyone here.  Every year this event throws up a few of us who have not been down to the club for a few years, so 

add them to the usual suspects and we should be in for a good and enjoyable afternoon.  
 
As we start to get in to the second half of the season, Wilmslow sit in 11th place out of 14 in the league on 38 points, 

23 points above Altrincham Kersal at the bottom, and only 6 points behind Wigton in 6th place.  This league, in 
particular, has thrown up a number of surprising results so far and has produced a league where almost ‘everyone 

can beat everyone’ which does increase the competitiveness amongst the teams.  A couple of wins can easily push a 
team up the league several places, conversely a couple of defeats puts the pressure on!   Last week was a free 

weekend for the 1stXV, so no doubt having spent the time honing their skills and teamwork, the guys will be rearing 
to go and up for up for the game today.  With the right result on the park and a convivial atmosphere on the terraces, 
and the obligatory post match analysis, we should be in for a good afternoon’s sport!  





NORTH 1 WEST :  
http://www.rfu.com     
http://www.rugbyroundup.com 
 

RAGING BULL NORTH WEST 
LEAGUES   
http://www.rfu.com    
http://www.nowirul.org.uk 

2013 - 2014 SEASON 
Wilmslow RUFC 
Kings Road 
Wilmslow 
SK9 5PZ 
 
Tel : 01625 522274 
 
pitchero.com/clubs/wilmslow 
 
 
 
 
 

Hon. President 
Nigel Day 
Immediate Past President and 
Hon. Club Chairman 
Jon Hitch 
Hon. Secretary 
Rob Milner 
Hon. Treasurer 
Tony Kersh 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Wolves Captain 
Mike Black 
Vice Captain 
Ben Day 
Director of Rugby 
Daz Lucas 
Head Coach 
Rick Jones 
Coaches 
Richard Hughes 
Craig Cooper 
Vikings Captain 
TBA 
Hawks Captain 
Matt Potter 
Ravens Captain 
Rick McPartland 
 
 

Magazine Editor and Club Press Officer : David Pike 
Tel : 01625 525616     :      07886 588524       :       

david.psychometrics@talktalk.net 

SPONSORS AND ADVERTISERS 2013-14 
 

ACF : Alan Lang : Alderley Edge Golf Club 
Allied Corporate Finance : Artisan Meat Co : 

Barrington Sports : Beauchamp Charles  
Bengal Tiger Lily : Bluemantle : Byrom plc : Calder 

Peel : Chapel Interiors 
Clare & Illingworth : Country Home Furnishing : 
Creative.co : easyfish  First Leasing Corp : Gas-

coigne Halman  gas-elec  
Gemma Jones Photography :  

Gusto Alderley Edge : Ian Stewart : Jon Hitch : 
John Holloway : JW Financial Planning : Kinsella 

Tax 
Lee Floorstok   

Lymm Truckwash    
M2Recruit : Maxwells of Wilmslow : Morris Homes : 

Modac Global : Motrax   
P J Design   

Printerland.co.uk : Red Hall 
S C & P Jones 

Slater Heelis : Spencer Hunt : Stigs Barbers Shop   
Sue Fisher : The Farmers Arms : The King William 

The Vets’ Place : The Wilmslow Half Marathon 
Wilmslow Preparatory School : TWP Wealth : Vision 

Express Wilmslow   
Waters Corporation : Wheatsheaf Press  

Wilmslow IT : Wilmslow Electrical : Wilmslow Glass 

Wilmslow RUFC is an 
open community 

based club, offering a 
game to anyone 

coming through the 
gates from the age of 
six upwards - with no 

upper age limit. 
 

Nevertheless, 
subscriptions and bar 
receipts are just not 
sufficient to maintain 
the wonderful sports 
field we have here. 

 
We, therefore, 

acknowledge and 
thank all those 
individuals and 

organisations, who 
have supported the 
club, the teams and 

the players this 
season either by 

sponsorship, 
advertising or 

donation.  Without 
them we just would 

not be here. 



Saturday 4th. January                                                          North 1 West 
Wilmslow 12-12 Broughton Park  
  The Wolves only had themselves to blame for having to share the proceeds of this New Year game with a resurgent 
Broughton Park side.  They had ample decent first phase possession of the ball throughout and really should have 
made more of the opportunities that this created.   
 
Even when Park were reduced to fourteen players, their No. 10 Oliver Lancaster being red carded for dissent, for 
much of the last quarter, the Wolves couldn’t make their numerical advantage count and at the end it was Park, who 
had laid siege to the Wilmslow line and only desperate defence prevented them from snatching the winning score. 
 
For whatever reasons though, the Wolves passing was just sloppy and inaccurate, their handling careless and they 
had to settle for two tries from Ben Day and Lawrence James with a single conversion from Bob MacCallum, now 
happily restored to fitness after a seven week absence. Afterwards Wilmslow coach Rick Jones admitted to some 
frustration with the way his side had performed.  ‘There’s so much right about this squad, he said.  The necessary 
desire, work rate, endeavour and commitment  is all there, they do a lot of good things out on the pitch but they won’t 
win matches if they don’t look after the ball better than they do and cut out the mistakes and wrong options which are 
costing them so dear.  We needed four points today so having to settle for two is disappointing and it’s just making 
things unnecessarily difficult for ourselves.’  It’s a fact that the ball just won’t fly through the cold heavy moisture laden 
air of early January as it will in the dryer atmospheric conditions of autumn or spring so it requires a certain tactical 
nous to adapt to these conditions and to avoid flinging out long passes which just drop dead well short of the intended 
recipient, who also has to remember to keep his eye on a slippery slow ball just a fraction longer.   
 
Broughton Park for their part had arrived at The Memorial Ground on a run of three successive wins, two away from 
home.  They have been able to strengthen their side with a selection of young players, as a result of their coaching 
involvement at Manchester University, which is clearly paying dividends.  In comparison to Wilmslow, who at present 
can only put out three sides on a Saturday afternoon, Park can now raise five regularly.  Even with a number of their 
first choice students still away for the holiday period, they had sufficient reserves to call up, Ronan O’Brien for 
example, without much affecting their overall strength.  They knew they were in with a good chance. 
 
Wilmslow were first on the attack from the kick off.  They looked keen and eager but several promising positions were 
lost due to a lack of control and handling errors.  When the ball was again lost in midfield, Park were able to counter 
attack with men spare on their right.  The defence got back but Park recycled quickly to the left and then back again, 
where they had the numbers to put centre Johnny Thomas in for their first try.  It had been well worked and a warning 
to the Wolves that any careless play would be punished. 
 
Notwithstanding, the Wolves came again and had Park defending deeply.  A series of attacks were kept out but when 
Park were penalised on their own line on the quarter hour MacCallum was unable to reduce the deficit.  ‘He still needs 
to get the dust off his boots’ was the comment from one touchline wag.    A charge down of a Park clearance then set 
up a good scrum position for the Wolves which was lost when they were penalised. 
 
It was now Park’s turn to attack when they pilfered a lineout on the Wilmslow throw.  Wilmslow centre Richard 
Hughes got himself yellow carded for a dangerous tackle, MacCallum, still getting the dust off his boots, put a clearing 
kick straight into the arms of Park’s dangerous left winger Blake Mahovic and Park forced a five yard scrum, which 
was defended well by the Wolves. 
 
On Wilmslow’s next foray, Park’s Lancaster was rightly yellow carded for a deliberate knock on but from the ensuing 
play the Wolves got themselves turned over five yards out.  Never mind, on the stroke of half time Mike Clifford stole 
a lineout in midfield, Lawrence James came off his right wing to join the line with a powerful surge and then off loaded 
to Ben Day on his shoulder, who was able to canter in for the equalising score which MacCallum converted.   
 
The slender lead was not to last long.  A decent enough long clearing hoof from MacCallum early in the second 
period was taken by Park’s O’Brien, who seeing space on the left passed into midfield and the ball made its way to 
the unmarked Mahovic, who just lit his after burners for a sixty yard scorch down the left wing and a try under the 
posts. 
 
The Wolves still had it all to do and they had their chances but their passing and handling just wouldn’t improve.  
Eventually with fifteen minutes still left, they produced a move which in many respects was a carbon copy of the one 
which had earned them their first try.  Quick ball from the top of the lineout made its way left across the field.  James 
came in off his wing and this time had the gas to hold off the defence for the try, which tied things up again.  You 
would really have expected the Wolves to now finish things off, their scrum was solid, they were in charge in the 
lineout and Park were down to fourteen but they still managed to butcher several clear openings with scrappy play.  
Park were then awarded three panalties in quick succession which enabled them to get into scoring territory.  As time 
ran out, Mahovic scooped up a loose ball single handed and was somehow stopped in the act of scoring.  The 
Wolves defence then held out but not without alarm until a Park player knocked on going for the line.  The Wolves 
cleared and referee Turvey blew for no side.    



Country  Home Furnishing  

39 Chapel Lane, Wilmslow SK9 5HW 

Tel 01625 527949 

www.countryhomefurnishings.co.uk  

 

PROUD TO BE SUPPORTING  

ALL WILMSLOW RUGBY CLUB TEAMS  

For over 40 years our family business has been giving 

the highest level of service, quality, design and 

furnishings. We pride ourselves on our customer 

service, having built up a very loyal customer base, 

nearly all our sales are generated from 

recommendations. With competitive prices to suit all 

needs, from studio apartments to prestigious 

developments we offer solutions for all your home 

furnishing needs. 

 

Our Chapel Lane showroom contains a large collection 

of classic and contemporary home furnishings.   

NORTH 1 WEST LEAGUE STATISTICS 
AFTER MATCHES PLAYED ON 11TH. JANUARY 

http://www.countryhomefurnishing.co.uk/curtains.html


Batemen BMW Premier League : Conference B 

Raging Bull Leagues : Division 3 South 

Saturday 4th. January 

Burnage 23-13 Vikings 

Glossop 10-18 Developmentals 

 

Saturday 11th. January 

Vikings P Vale of Lune 

Developmentals P Broughton Park 

 

Saturday 18th. January 

 

Brooke Edgely Technical Services Best 

Cup: Round 1 

Macclesfield 39 -14 Vikings 

 

Lighting and Building Services LBS Bowl 

Developmentals 44 - 7 St. Edwards OB  

 

For those of you, who like me didn’t know 

anything about Brooke Edgely, they are one 

of the country’s leading contractors’ 

specialising in Earthing, Electrical Protection 

and Steeplejacking.  Their HQ is in 

Manchester but they have expanded to now 

have offices throughout the UK. 

 

 

easyfish in Chapel Lane  
WISHING WRUFC AND ANDY VASSELL A  

SUCCESSFUL SEASON  

 

Team P W D L F A Diff Pts Adj 

Sandbach  4 3 0 1 176 77 99 13 0 

Birkenhead Park Wanderers  3 3 0 0 84 32 52 12 0 

Burnage  3 3 0 0 72 50 22 12 0 

Wilmslow 4 1 0 3 104 89 15 7 0 

Chester  4 1 0 3 58 85 -27 7 0 

Vale of Lune  3 1 0 2 44 71 -27 6 0 

Altrincham Kersal Cougars  5 1 0 4 74 208 -134 6 -2 

 

Team P W D L F A Diff Pts Adj 

Bowdon  17 15 1 1 737 159 578 63 0 

Firwood Waterloo  17 14 0 3 603 255 348 59 0 

Broughton Park  16 12 0 4 551 216 335 52 0 

Warrington  16 12 0 4 544 323 221 51 0 

Wirral  17 9 1 7 463 482 -19 45 0 

Christleton 17 9 1 7 549 252 297 44 0 

Anselmians  17 8 0 9 329 512 -183 41 0 

Winnington Park  17 7 0 10 460 450 10 38 0 

Wilmslow  16 8 0 8 349 343 6 35 -5 

St Edward's O.B.  16 6 1 9 283 304 -21 32 0 

Sandbach  17 5 0 12 300 725 -425 32 0 

Heaton Moor  17 3 0 14 232 584 -352 26 0 

Hope Valley 16 3 1 12 233 651 -418 24 0 

Glossop  16 2 1 13 144 521 -377 21 0 

ALAN LANG 
4 LINDOW  
PARADE 

CHAPEL LANE 
 
100% British Produce 

from Cheshire,  
Cumbria and the 
Welsh Borders 

John and Anita welcome you 
to  

THE FARMERS 
ARMS 

in Chapel Lane 
Largest choice of beers in 

Wilmslow and sixteen de luxe  

whisk(e)ys to choose from. 
 

Weddings, Portraits, 

Events, Music, Sports 

Pet and Fashion Photography 



Wolves Appearances and Point    

Scorers : 2013 - 14 

       

Jordan Ayrey 9      

Mike Black 17      

Mike Clifford 15 3    15 

Craig Cooper 16      

Hugo Corbett 3      

Sam Cutts 15 2    10 

Ben Day 14 6    30 

Jack Harrison 4      

Max Harvey 11 4    20 

Adam Hewitt 12      

Richard Hughes 16      

Simon Irving 17 1    5 

Lawrence James 17 11  10 16 117 

Lee Jackson 1      

Rick Jones 2      

Alex Kaihau 6      

James Keys 2 1    5 

Harrison Lewis 9 1    5 

Bob MacCallum 7 1  11 4 46 

Olly McCall 4 3   1 17 

Conor McMurdoch 1      

Simeon Meek 14 5    25 

Johnny Newsham 3      

Tom Page 6      

Matt Pearson 4      

Tom Rayner 2 1    5 

Toby Rowe 7 2    10 

Adam Taher 4      

Gareth Tait 1 1    5 

Alex Taylor 2      

Andy Walker 16 1    10 

Jack Walmsley 17      

Josh Whiteley 5      

Ollie Wilkinson 12      

Charlie Wilton 2      

Dan Wright 10 1    5 
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Saturday 11th. January                                         North 1 West 
Widnes 30-13  Wilmslow 
Wilmslow were eventually ground down by the greater power of the Widnes pack who closed this game out in the 
last quarter. 
 
In the last ten minutes, they scored fifteen points to finally settle the matter against a game Wilmslow side.  For 
around an hour, it had been an even contest.  Widnes’s smart backs had crossed for three classy tries whilst 
Wilmslow had scored one of their own and been able to exert sufficient pressure in the Widnes half for Bob 
MacCallum to kick two penalties.  In the first quarter of the second half, the Wolves created several good attacking 
positions and if they’d been able to score points at that stage, the game could well have taken on a different 
complexion. 
 
The problem was that despite their fair share of first phase possession and plenty of enthusiastic intent, they were 
only able to break down the Widnes defence once in the opening minutes of the game.  Thereafter, it became 
increasingly clear that the home side was able to deal with anything that the Wolves could throw at it, whether 
coming wide through the backs or close in through the forwards.  Once again, the Wolves lost crucial turnover 
balls when they had a chance.   
 
At half time, the Widnes coaches must have instructed their forwards to target the Wilmslow pack by driving them 
off the ball and to patiently ‘pick and drive’, from scrums and rucks.  They even eschewed kicking to touch when 
Wilmslow offended as the Wolves Mike Clifford was ruling supreme, whoever was throwing in the ball.  Taking ‘tap 
and go’ short penalties, Widnes slowly ground their way into Wilmslow territory, showing no little skill in 
maintaining possession of the ball for long periods.  The tactics worked.  Wilmslow offended, their scrum came 
under pressure, even the lineout started to creak and what little possession they won was slow and, on the back 
foot.  Chances to get into attacking positions became rare and the Widnes back three tidied up anything that came 
their way from the boots of Walker and MacCallum.  It wasn’t so much that they kicked badly as Ms Leadbetter 
and Smith being in the right places to deal with them .  The Wolves were just outmuscled and in the closing 
minutes, the Widnes man mountain of a prop, Arnie Haydock twice scored from narrow range.  Full back Matty 
Smith found his kicking range and Widnes finished the game out of sight. 
 
It was always going to be a long shot that Wilmslow would get anything from this one but they certainly started 
well enough.  MacCallum was peppering the ball into the Widnes twenty two forcing hasty clearances.  Clifford 
was cleaning up in the lineout and after just three minutes, a MacCallum penalty to touch set up a catch and drive 
which was well implemented for prop Simeon Meek to get the touch down.  MacCallum converted from the 

touchline. 
 
The first Widnes attack broke down when a scoring 
pass was dropped and when the Wolves came out of 
defence again, they earned a penalty under the 
Widnes posts on the quarter hour which MacCallum 
duly slotted.  Unfortunately, the gritty work horse that is 
Si Irving in the Wolves second row had to leave the 
field with a knee injury and this probably had its effect 
in the close exchanges.  Adam Hewitt had to go into 
the second row and there was a debut for Conor 
McMurdoch at No. 6. 
 
As the game entered its second quarter, the Widnes 
response was not long in coming.  Centre Gareth Riley 
put in a delicate kick ahead for his full back Matty Smith 
to run onto for their opening score.  Five minutes later, 
things were tied up when Widnes won a five yard 
scrum and two weak tackles let the prolific right wing 
Paul O’Connor in.  Then just on the cusp of half time, 
quick ball and crisp handling created the opportunity for 
fly half Phil Glover to score their third try. 
 
MacCallum soon had his second penalty at the start of 
the second half and for a short while the Wolves 
besieged the Widnes line without reward.  Widnes prop 
Haydock got a yellow card but that didn’t stop the 

whole tone of the game from changing as the Widnes pack started to dominate possession.  Haydock returned 
and from his perspective joined in the fun by barging over twice.  It probably didn’t change the course of the match 
but it obviously made it more difficult when the Wolves late on lost prop Jack Walmsley to a yellow card. 



 

 

 

 

 
PC AND LAPTOP 

REPAIR  
SPECIALISTS 

 
 

♦  Faulty Components     ♦  Power Supplies or Inlet Problems 

♦  Keyboard Failures   ♦  Broken Screens    ♦  Viruses  ♦  Loss of Data 

 
Wilmslow IT ♦ 6a Hawthorn Lane ♦ Wilmslow SK9 1AA 

Telehone 01625  533550 ♦ shop@wilmslowit.co.uk 

 
Knutsford IT ♦ 31 Tatton St. ♦ Knutsford  

Telephone 01565 650022 ♦ shop@knutsfordit.co.uk 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
THE AREA’S LEADING INDEPENDENT ESTATE AGENCY  

 

Wishing Wi lmslow Rugby Club  
A Successfu l  2013 -  14  Season 

 
17 Of f i ces  throughout   

North Cheshi re and South Manchester  

42 & 52  Alder ley  Road,  Wi lms low,  SK9 1NY  

t  01625 540044    f  01625 527772  
Wi lmslow@gascoignehalman.co.uk  

REHAU NATIONAL INSTALLER OF THE YEAR  - 2010  



BEST WISHES 

FOR 2013-14 

                                                        Jacuzzi® Hydromassage can form an essential part of Sports and 

                                                      Fitness programs, helping to relax the body after exercise and 

                                               repair itself to prepare for the following day. Only Jacuzzi® 

                                                      Hydromassage offers your body the total all over body massage 

                                                         that will treat your joints and muscles with the care that they 

need to ensure you are feeling great after exercise.  Train harder, recover faster with Jacuzzi 

Hydromassage available from Jones Bathrooms 

 

Bathroom Showroom Wilmslow 01625 445742 

91 Chapel Lane Wilmslow SK9 5JH 

STYLISTS & BARBERS 

FOR GENTLEMEN AND 
(YOUNG) WOLVES 

 
 
 

 
CHAPEL LANE 

 
Tuesday to Friday 
9.00am to 6.00pm. 

Saturday  

8.00am to 3.30pm. 

STIG’Shop  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Just identify yourself as a Wilmslow Rugby 

Club member by producing either your 

valid 2011 - 12 membership handbook at the 

following retail outlets or the participating 

retailer’s card to receive substantial 

discounts off listed prices. 

 

Stationery Solutions 

Chapel Lane, Wilmslow 

(excluding print cartridges) 

 

Chapel Interiors 

Chapel Lane, Wilmslow 

 

Gusto 

London Road, Alderley Edge 

(see their advertisement to apply for a 

Gusto sponsorship card.  Prior bookings 

advised) 

 

Bengal Tiger Lily Indian Cuisine 

Congleton Rd., Nether Alderley 

(restaurant menu only) 

 

S C & P Jones 

91-102 Chapel Lane, Wilmslow 

 



4th. January 2014 
The New Year produced another series of unexpected results.  Two draws between Carlisle and Vale of 
Lune and Wilmslow and Broughton Park left these four in nearly unchanged league positions.  Of these 
four only Vale look comfortably placed but it’s not as though they’ve won any more games than Park and 
Wilmslow, who trail them by seven points.  Carlisle now need more than two points a game to haul 
themselves up the league.  Wigton, as per usual, won at home against Widnes, who are now beginning to 
lose ground to Wirral, comfortably beating LSH, no surprise there, and Birkenhead Park, who were 
taken at home to two points by Kirkby Lonsdale.  In the other two games, Warrington were upset by 
Kendal and Leigh, at last, managed to turn a winning position into a win at Kersal.  Mathematically, 
Leigh could still avoid the drop but they’ll need around thirty points from their remaining ten games, 
possible but improbable.  AK though now go bottom and look set for a spell in SLC1.  With Birkenhead 
Park and Wirral virtually out of sight at the top of the league and so far ahead of all of the rest, the question 
is who will fill the other two relegation places. 
 
Carlisle started the year with a feisty showing, especially from their pack, against Vale of Lune and it 
seems were well worth their share of the points.  Weightman kicked two penalties for the home side, one 
late on to earn the draw, and converted full back Damian Armstrong’s second half try.  As usual, Nick 
Royle scored for Vale and their second try followed from replacement David Haigh in the 60th. minute.  
Turton landed a penalty   
 
Broughton Park’s correspondent reckoned that all in all a draw at Wilmslow was fair enough.  Neither 
side, he said, were particularly fluent, partly because of the lay off and partly because of the slippery 
conditions underfoot.  As to Oliver Lancaster’s red card, he reckoned that it was verbals from MacCallum, 
that had provoked Lancaster into annoying the referee but that Park’s fourteen responded well to the 
challenge. 
 
It was finely balanced at Wigton, who had the better of the first sixty minutes but had to defend strongly in 
the last quarter.  Their first score came after centre Euan Dawes had made a good run, which was carried 
on by Marrs and No. 8 Lee before David Hanabury made the final incision to put winger Tom Gardner in.  
Both sides now had their chances but it was Wigton who scored next when matthyew Atkinson finished 
off a catch and drive.  Hanabury’s second half penalty put them 15-0 to the good but Widnes showed why 
they’re in the mix at the top with some enterprising play, which probably deserved more than a single catch 
and drive try from prop Arnie Haycock.   
 
Birkenhead Park and Wirral are still to meet and both have a tricky visit to Wigton to make so Widnes 
reckon they’re still in the hunt despite this reverse. 
 
Birkenhead Park were outscored by two tries to one by a lively Kirkby Lonsdale side, which although 
short of several first choice players, took the match to their hosts and refused to bend the knee.  Their half 
back and centre pairings have just got stronger and stronger as the season has progressed and they were 
unlucky to lose out to three Dave Hall penalties, the last of them in the 79th. minute. 
 
All good things eventually come to an end and at Warrington it was their twenty five match unbeaten 
home record.  It was also Jono Smith’s last game for them.  They were just outmuscled throughout by the 
Kendal pack.  With little possession, there wasn’t much their backs could do.  Andrew Broadley kicked six 
penaltiesfor Kendal and his pack scored a push over try and were then awarded a penalty try later on.  
Warrington managed two tries from Christian White and then a stylish effort from Steve Pilkington 
rounded off a pair of Smith offloads and a Jake Ashall break. 
 
11th January 2014 



No big surprises a fortnight ago.  The top three as expected all won, there were home wins for Kendal, 
Kirkby Lonsdale and Liverpool St. Helens, not entirely unexpected.  The draw at Powderhouse Lane gave 
Wigton their first points on the road and suggested that they will at least travel as far as Lancaster with their A 
team.  You’d be wrong though.  Leadingham and Miller were away skiing and neither Deans nor Dobson 
could get away from work in time. 
 
Broughton Park 15-27 Wirral 
Park had plenty of the game against Wirral but the league leaders aren’t in their elevated position by chance.  
They took their chances when they came along with good enterprising play to score three first half tries 
through winger Barker and No. 8 Pearl and a fourth just after the break from a driving maul.  At that stage 
they led 3-24.  Park though raised their game with two tries from O’Donnell and Noone and had Wirral 
sufficiently rattled to the extent that they were relieved to add a three pointer from a penalty to keep two score 
ahead.  In the end it was the superior execution of the leaders which was the big difference between the two 
sides. 
 
Kendal 31-20 Carlisle 
Kendal felt that they had got out of jail against a Carlisle side who on this showing deserved rather more than 
they got.  Despite going 10-0 ahead through a catch and drive and penalty, the Kendal pack was unable to 
dominate against Carlisle, who came back with two tries and two penalties to lead 10-20 midway through the 
second half.  At that stage Weightman was kicking the corners so well that it began to look as though it would 
be the visitor’s day but as time ran out Kendal cleared their lines and Garry Holmes was on hand to break 
through from around the Carlisle twenty two.  The turning point came when Carlisle’s Tom Graham got 
yellow carded and Kendal were able to drive the visitors over their own line for No. 8 Thompson to touch 
down.  More was to come as Carlisle increasingly ran out of steam and another pushover gave Thompson his 
second touchdown.  Unlucky Carlisle was the general view. 
 
Kirkby Lonsdale 44-10 Warrington 
Warrington were ravaged by injuries for this game and it didn’t help when they lost another two on a glue pot 
of a pitch resembling overdone porridge.  Despite taking an early lead through a well taken try from winger 
Kieran Hughes, they were soon under the Cumbrian cosh and unable to play their normal running and off 
loading game.  Four unconverted Kirkby tries had them 20-7 in front at the break and three more followed in 
the second half. 
 
Leigh 15-21 Birkenhead Park 
Leigh went into a 12-0 lead through a driving maul try by Peter Ince and a charge down score by Alex 
Midleton-Adams.  Park were decidedly off colour and it wasn’t until nearly half time that scrum half Sam 
Chidley crossed for a converted try.  They then upped the tempo in the second half.  Chidley charged down a 
Leigh clearance (how often has that happened this season to Leigh) for his second try and the third came from 
hooker Stu Brown at the end of a twenty metre rolling maul.  Leigh however finished the stronger and Park 
had to do some serious defending to keep their lead. 
 
Liverpool St. Helens 29-5 Altrincham Kersal 
LSH weren’t all that convincing against AK, who deserved more than James Coulson’s second half try.  Two 
close range first half tries from Phil Kearns and a penalty from Greg Smith put LSH 15-0 ahead at half time 
but AK had the better of the next thirty minutes and only two late late tries from Adam Glover and Smith 
himself put some gloss on the LSH scoreboard for a five pointer. 
 
Vale of Lune 22-22 Wigton 
Royle, who else, scored twice for Vale early on as they powered away to a 19-5 lead just after half time.  
Nobody reckoned that Wigton would get back into it but that’s just what they did with tries from Andy Brown 
and Tom Gardner.  Turton and Gardner then exchanged penalties but neither side was then able to put 
together a decisive winning move in the last fifteen minutes. 

RFU Cup Competitions 
I don’t know how many readers of this are aware that the 
RFU has reintroduced Cup Competitions at Level 7 and 
below.  There is an Intermediate Cup for Level 7 clubs, and 
two Vase competitions - Senior and Junior - for the 
remaining levels. 
 
Currently there is no Cup Competition at Level 6 but it does 
seem that clubs are being asked for their opinion on 
whether it would be a good idea or not.  The suggestion is 
that the league would be reduced to twelve clubs but 
everyone participating would be guaranteed a certain 
number of games in presumably a  pool system so that you 
end up with the same number of matches we already play.  
At least, that’s how it would be organised in the Northern 
Division. 

Four pools of seven clubs each would produce a last four 
and guarantee every one just two more matches than the 
current league system already produces. Anything less 
than five club pools and you have less matches than we do 
already 
 
Alternatively, make no change to the league’s composition 
and introduce a straight knock out cup for all 28 eligible 
level 6 clubs.  It would take a first  round with four byes to 
get to 16 clubs for a second round and 5 rounds to produce 
a divisional winner with two further rounds to find a 
National winner.  Most clubs would probably happily play a 
further 2 or 3 cup matches to fill blank dates but 4 or 5, I 
guess, would be pushing it out a step too far for some.     
 
So how’s it working already.  In the North it appears that 
only half a dozen out of forty eight eligible Level 7 clubs 
entered the Intermediate Cup this season and the Senior 
and Junior Vase competitions attracted about the same 
entry.  Not a howling success then!  But nor were their 
league sizes reduced, presumably because they’re already 
twelve club leagues anyway.  Nevertheless, given only 

twenty two league matches a season and all the blank 
Saturdays arising as a consequence, I find it surprising that 
the take up is so low. 
 
Nor does it seem, judging by what I could find on the web, 
that it’s any more popular in the South Western Division. 
 
The picture though is entirely different in the Midlands and 
London South East Divisions where clubs have entered a 
straight knock out competition in their droves.  Over forty 
clubs entered the Midlands Intermediate Cup and in the 
South East, I didn’t count, but it looked like even more.  
The Vase’s have also attracted large entry lists. 
 
So why the huge differences in support across the four 
Divisions?  
 
Neither of the two options discussed really seem terribly 
attractive.  I understand that this club hasn’t given its 
support to the 12 club league option plus guaranteed pool 
matches and, of course, the other straight knock out option 
hasn’t been offered in the North.   

I would bet that most clubs at Level 6, and probably at 
Level 5 as well, would just like to see their leagues 
increased to either 15 or 16 clubs, giving either two or four 
matches more.  I understand that Wilmslow has suggested 
a 16 club league option. 
 
In any event if the RFU is going to gain support from clubs 
for a Level 6 cup competition, it’s going to have to present 
a much more compelling case than it has done thus far. 
 
What thoughts do the players have? Just league...14, 15 or 
16 clubs….or a league and cup option….pools or straight 
knock out……..reduced league size or stay the same? 
 

Juniors and Colts 
During a season in which both our first and second teams, 
despite early optimism, are struggling to make an impact, 
it’s pleasing to have a Junior Colts team to cheer. 
 
Alan Gardiner and Phil Howells’s team has exceeded all 
expectations and are now probably favourites to win Junior 
Colts League C.  At times they have had over forty players 
available to choose from and presumably prospects for a 
competitive senior colts side next season must be good.  

Surely they can’t all disappear during the summer. 
 
Less assured is whether the club will have a Junior Colts 
next year.  What should have been this season’s U16 side 
folded when a large proportion of its MGS contingent 
became unavailable and those remaining joined the Junior 
Colts.  Those boys will still be eligible next season but as 
always it will depend on a charismatic coaching team 
stepping in to motivate these boys to get sufficient new 
blood to join.  If that’s to happen, then the planning needs 
to start now. 
 
The U14s and U15s both have decent records with more 
wins than losses.   
 
Gareth Hurfort and Fiona King have brought in Daz Lucas 
as coach at U15 and he will have just the right rugby 
pedigree to take this group into colts rugby.  Prospects are 
good for them, not least because the players are drawn 
predominantly from Wilmslow High School with the 
remainder from King’s and other schools.  It also helps, as 
Harry Calder pointed out, that there’s a good atmosphere 
amongst both players and supporting parents.   
 
The record also shows that those age groups with more 
Wilmslow High School boys just tend to last the course 
better and end up producing more senior players for the 
club than those sides based around MGS and King’s.  Both 
are top rugby playing schools, of course, although no more 
so than today’s Wilmslow High School, but when their boys 
get to sixteen, they have to prioritise school rugby and 
school events at the expense of being able to turn out for 
their club side on a Sunday and all too often the club 
suffers a lost age group.. 
 
The best side in the club this season though, judging by 
results, are the U13s who are unbeaten and have thrashed 
just about everybody they have come up against.  Just look 
at the comprehensive web site reports to see what’s being 
going on there.  It’s early days yet but always a sign of a 
good set up when  their web pages are full of reports and 
information.  Let’s hope they will stick together all the way 
into colts rugby. 



AVIVA PREMIERSHIP 

 

Friday 7th. February 

A J Bell Stadium 8.00pm 

 

GLOUCESTER 
 

Friday 14th. February 

A J Bell Stadium 7.45pm. 

 

SARACENS 

 
Specialist in Domestic Extension Design  
Paul Sheridon Tel. 07969 790075 

psherid@btconnect.com 
 

Paul Sheridon wishes the Wolves every 
success in 2013-14 

Tony Kersh wishes the Wolves and all 
Wilmslow teams a successful 2013-14. 

 
PO Box 595, Macclesfield 

 SK10 9HF 
Tel : 01625 500090 

MOTRAX MOTOR ACCESSORIES 88 CHAPEL LANE T 01625 522551 
 

OILS  BATTERIES  PAINTS   NUMBER 

PLATES   TOWBARS  TOOLS  CYCLE 

ACCESSORIES MAINTENANCE, REPAIR 

AND VALETING PRODUCTS 

 

WHY PAY MORE AT A DEALER OR 

SUPERSTORE WHEN THERE IS  

UNBEATABLE SERVICE, QUALITY 

AND VALUE AT  

MOTRAX! 

As, I think, seven of the participants will be here today, I thought some memories from 
Nick Tetley’s 1968 trip to Paris in 1968 would be worth the telling. 
 
Nick’s great friend, Paul Bromley, was living in Paris at the time and happened to know 
a Monsieur Moutet, who was the President, no less, of the Racing Club de Paris. After 
much correspondence, a game was arranged between a Wilmslow XV and the Racing 
Club 4th team at Stade Columbes, captained by a Monsieur Cazeaux. This was to be 
followed by the France v England International in the afternoon. 
 
22 players and supporters made the trip. The team was: 
Backs: Mike Howell, David and Norman Herring, Mike Higson, 
David Ellis, Mike Sackett and Jonathan Bridge. Forwards: Kit 
Clucas, John O’Mahony, Jim Caldwell, 
Brian Smith, Jonty Fallows, Geoff Smith, Nick and myself. Amongst the hardy band of supporters was Stephen Murray, 
who had broken his leg a couple of weeks before and travelled with a full leg plaster. 
 
We flew to Paris on the Friday evening, arriving around nine o’clock. (the fare was £20.13) Nick’s pre-trip notes 
remarked that “some food will be needed on arrival. Could be difficult after about ten thirty”. There was, of course, no 
difficulty and all made it back safely, somewhere around 02.30, to the Nation Hotel, very near Paul’s flat. Sadly, one or 
two were rather the worse for wear and one of the second row, who shall be nameless, but let’s call him Jonty Fallows, 
on finding himself locked out of his room, proceeded to break down the door. This did not please the management and 
the whole team (with the exception of “les amis personal de Monsieur Bromley) were thrown out the next morning. Only 
they know where they went. 
 
On the day of the match, we set of by the Metro, having been told we would be picked up at the nearest Metro station to 
the stadium. This was obviously part of the pre-match psychology, as they failed to turn up and we had to walk a mile or 
two to the stadium, poor old Stephen dragging his leg behind. We played on a mud bath of a pitch behind the main 
stadium and, in a close-fought game, managed a win by five points to three. Mike Higson scoring a try, with a nerveless 
Mike Howell kicking the conversion. We then had a very pleasant lunch, with copious quantities of red wine and, on 
getting up to go to the International, were presented with a bill. 
 
Nick and Paul were issued with complimentary tickets and the rest of us were sold standing tickets at 5 francs (60p) 
each. It was not as bad as it sounds, as we could move to the other end of the pitch for the second-half. France won 14-
9. We had invited Monsieurs Moutet and Cazeaux to join us for a meal in the evening and we probably set back Anglo 
French relations by several years. Our behaviour was not good. 
 
On the Sunday, we all met up again at Paul’s flat for a few drinks. The flat was on the seventh floor of the building and 
there was no lift. It was a bit tricky to find the right set of stairs and all but Norman Herring managed it. Norman had 
gone up the matching stairs next door; he could see us across the landing but couldn’t get over. The thought of going all 
the way down and back up again made him violently ill and it was some time before he arrived. 
I don’t know where Ingrid and Paul’s baby was, but the baby bath was full of sangria and the day passed very 
pleasantly. It was a cheerful, and very tired, bunch that made their way to the airport and home early on the Monday 
morning.  
 
Finally, may I thank on behalf of all of us, Tony Bianci for kindly donating two barrels of beer from the Storm Brewery in 
Macclesfield. 



League North 1 West 

2013 - 14 

League Results—2013/2014 

HOME 
TEAMS 
 
 
 
 
 

              

Altrincham Kersal  0-20  17-6 17-48 36-29 10-35 18-30 7-59  25-31    

Birkenhead Park   21-10 34-12 72-14 17-15 48-0  32-14 36-30  27-3  25-32 

Broughton Park 40-0    17-15  14-17  23-28 35-20 28-30 17-0 28-3 15-27 

Carlisle  12-29 19-14  19-46  21-14  13-13 16-12  24-10  25-33 

Kendal 48-35 15-20  31-20  15-17  8-10  29-15 35-34  33-20  

Kirkby Lonsdale 31-3 27-20 23-12 10-13   41-17  46-31 44-10  23-12  6-19 

Leigh 9-13 15-21   18-18   19-21  30-32 19-20  11-22 17-19 

Liverpool St. Helens 29-5 31-39 0-47 26-22  22-17      32-31 42-39 23-55 

Vale of Lune    55-24 29-39  45-12 44-24  57-11 10-18 22-22   

Warrington 32-15   25-14 10-32 24-22  26-10 27-24  34-34  33-24  

Widnes  12-27 20-24 24-8  57-15  34-18 13-10   36-20 30-13 33-24 

Wigton 54-7  34-7  23-22  27-20 32-5 34-12 33-14 15-5  19-22  

Wilmslow 41-13 8-39 12-12 16-13  12-5 25-15 27-24 21-21  13-15   7-24 

Wirral 31-12  22-10  73-15 26-19 31-5 49-14 10-10 34-32  42-7   
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TODAY’S OTHER 

MATCHES 

 
Altrincham Kersal v 

Broughton Park 

 

Birkenhead Park v 

Liverpool St. Helens 

 

Carlisle v  

Kirkby Lonsdale 

 

Kendal v  

Vale of Lune 

 
Warrington v Leigh 

 
Wirral v Widnes 
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Team P W D L F A Diff B Pts Pts Adj 

Wirral 17 15 1 1 551 275 276 12 74 0 

Birkenhead Park 17 15 0 2 527 250 277 11 71 0 

Widnes 17 12 1 4 446 338 108 12 62 0 

Kendal 17 9 1 7 463 449 14 14 52 0 

Vale of Lune 17 7 4 6 499 361 138 11 47 0 

Wigton 17 8 1 8 376 337 39 10 44 0 

Kirkby Lonsdale 17 7 0 10 375 361 14 15 43 0 

Warrington 17 7 1 9 387 489 -102 11 41 0 

Liverpool St Helens 17 8 0 9 361 512 -151 7 39 0 

Broughton Park 17 7 1 9 353 291 62 8 38 0 

Wilmslow 17 7 2 8 325 377 -52 6 38 0 

Carlisle 17 5 1 11 281 409 -128 3 25 0 

Leigh 17 2 1 14 273 428 -155 10 20 0 

Altrincham Kersal 17 3 0 14 233 573 -340 3 15 0 

WIGTON 
Wigton are one of these clubs that sporadically appear on our fixture list for maybe a 
couple of seasons and then one or other of us is off again to a different league for a 
couple of seasons and then we meet up again. 

 
It’s always difficult to win at Lowmoor Road especially in the height of winter if there’s a freezing gale or horizontal rain 
blowing in off the Solway Firth.  The newly laid drainage, I suppose, means you won’t get bogged down just as much as 
you used to but there will certainly be a partisan home crowd to cheer their side on and the green clad Cumbrians will 
always rise to the challenge when it’s a club from ‘the Midlands’ turning up.  In that part of the world, anyone from south 
of Kendal is a Midlander. 
 
In the autumn, only a handful of us made the trip to support Mike Black’s side.  We stopped off en route at the excellent 
Crown pub in Hesketh Newmarket, where the pub’s brewery and home produced bar snacks fortified us for what we 
anticipated would be a difficult afternoon ahead.  Wigton were on a long unbeaten home run and since the Wolves’ visit 
they have become pretty well unbeatable again on their own turf.  Mike Black’s side though came back from the dead to 
secure a last kick of the game win.  Max Harvey got an interception try and MacCallum just took his chances to tie things 
up at 19 all.  As the Wigton correspondent ruefully observed, after giving out a bit of routine stick to the contrary Scottish 
referee’s decisions, when Tane Manihera was caught in possession and forced to infringe, MacCallum stepped up, took 
his time and never looked like missing. The home side’s cause wasn’t helped by missing a couple of stalwarts and when 
Gregg, two g, Smith, not to be mistaken with Greg, one g, Smith at LSH, took a heavy tackle and had to go off injured, 
that was them missing another playmaker.  Nevertheless, the Wolves emerged with credit from this match and 
understandably were wreathed in smiles afterwards. 

 
Two years ago when Wigton last called at The 
Memorial Ground, they had to win to avoid 
relegation.  The Wolves were only slightly better 
placed, needing only one win from their last two 
games to be certain of avoiding the drop but they 
certainly didn’t want to go to Hough End having to 
win.  It was the year that 50 points were needed to 
stay in this league.  On the day, Wilmslow held out to 
win 20-19 and Wigton, although winning against 
Leigh the following week, depended on other results 
going their way to stay up and they didn’t. 
 

Everyone knew that this match between two sides desperate to win would be an unholy dog fight.  The Wolves had 
recalled the old stalwart Chris Lee to scrum half for his last home game before leaving for a career move to Hong Kong.  
He responded with a faultless gritty performance.  It was also Ricky Chadwick’s swan song.  The Cumbrians for their part 
had travelled with their strongest and most experienced selection of big rugged well fed looking men.  Nobody stayed at 
home for this one.  What they would lack in pace and flair would be more than adequately compensated for in their 
physical strength and tactical nous.  They were a much better side than their lowly league position suggested, having only 
themselves to blame for a slow start to the season that had left them with a lot of catching up to do at the tail end.   
 
The Wigton pack was soon in its stride and big Matthew Atkinson made a bulldozing run for the opening score.  Still the 
visitors remained in the box seat but just before half time Mike Black got the equalising score as the Wolves started to 
look the more likely.  A MacCallum penalty then had them 10-7 to the good but Wigton’s second soon followed from 
winger Tom Gardner.  MacCallum kicked his second penalty and then converted Ben Day’s try.  The Wolves still had a lot 
of tackling to do, especially after left wing Jordan Wood squeezed over, but 20-19 it stayed.  A lot of the same players will 
be out there this afternoon. 
 
This season Wigton are going much better with 44 points, top half of the league and a 50% record so it’s highly unlikely 
that they’ll be in the relegation mix this time.  The Wolves though on 38 points need a result to ease any worries there 
may be. 

14th. April 2012 

14th. April 2012 

http://www.pitchero.com/clubs/wigtonrufc/


The Dirty  Dozen League  
League N1W Forecasts  

Sponsored  by  The  Ar t i san  Meat  Company  
 
The New Year started with two draws, which nobody ever predicts.  Warrington then lost at home to Kendal which fooled most of the 
punters, except the Zoo Keeper.  Other matches where opinion was split included Wigton v Widnes and AK v Leigh.  Only Young Lochinvar 

got both of these, which is why in racing parlance he went ahead by a neck.    

Last time out, scores were generally high.  Zoo Keeper fell for a lot of wishful thinking that all the Widnes players had gone to Rugby 
League.  No sign of that at Heath Rd., where his prediction of an away win for Wilmslow, proved to be away with the fairies.  Kenshican 

became the first ever contestant to correctly predict a draw, Vale v Wigton, but then blew a bonus point situation by taking Wilmslow to win.   

It was tough last weekend for The Flying Scotsman, who had predicted a Kendal win at AK a month before and was in line for five bonus 
points but his appeal against the administrator’s decision was rejected by a large majority who declared that the bonus could only be 
awarded if it was seven correct out of seven played, all on the same day.  None of the others, of course, were in line for the bonus, so he 

now knows who his true friends are!  

This week it’s Kendal v Vale of Lune that has most divided opinion.  Will the Kendal pack grind Vale’s forwards into the Mint Bridge mire or 

will Nick Royle skate over the mud for another brace of match winning tries? 

H = Home Win,  
A = Away Win,  
D = Draw  
 
Saturday  
11th. January 
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Beer Keeper A H A A H A H 22 302  H H H H H H H  

Draichgoch A H H A H H H 25 354  A H A H H H H  

The Flying Scotsman A H A A H A H 22 352  A H H A H H H  

The Paella Fella A H H A H H H 25 382  A H A H H H H  

Kenshican A H H A H D A 25 350  A H A H H H A  

Nob A H H A H H H 25 369  A H A H H H H  

Zoo Keeper A H H A H H A 22 348  A H A A H H H  

Super Ted H A A A H A H 16 281  A H H A H H H  

Young Lochinvar A H H A H H H 25 383  A H A H H H H  

Uncle Fester A H H A H H H 25 352  A H H A H H H  

Jonty A H H A H H H 25 349  A H H A H H A  

H for Heroes  A H H A H H H 25 371  A H A H H H H  

Kiwi A A A A H H H 19 342  A H H H H H A  

Results for Week A H H A H D A            

Cherry  Tree  

Farm 

Lees  Lane     
Mottram St.  

Andrew 

 

Tue - Fri  
8.00am - 5.30pm  

Sat  

8.00am - 5.00pm 

Sun  
10.00am - 4.00pm 

Sunday 12th. January 
Junior Colts 15-14 Newcastle (Staffs) 
The big one, writes Phil Howells, the possible league decider which was moved to the 3G pitch at Burnage to overcome 
waterlogged pitches at Wilmslow.  A huge thank you is due to Burnage.  Both teams were up for this one and both had 
big support on the touchline. 
 
We knew their strength lay in their forwards and they applied the early pressure but we countered in the backs, the firm 
surface suiting them.  10 minutes in, we get hold of the ball and drive up the pitch. We manage to put some phases 
together keeping the ball away from their forwards and some good handling from backs sends Sam Brunt in for the first 
try. 
 
We keep the scrums steady and pilfer some Newcastle line-out ball to relieve their renewed pressure.from driving 
mauls.  Quick turn-over ball and the ball is whipped out to Brunt who nearly goes in again but for a foot in touch. 
Then two injuries in quick succession saw Isaac Jones and Sam Stockman leaving the field.   Ted Merrick’s 
contribution is huge as he drives up the pitch before releasing his backs for the long limbed Tom Royle to stretch over 
the try line.   
 
Wolves in possession, Ted Merrick drives up the pitch the ball is whipped out to the backs, goes through the hands at 
high speed, Tom Royle joins the line, drives and stretches those long limbs and he’s over 10-0.  Great stuff!  
 
Newcastle start the second half by disrupting a scrum in our twenty two and one of their back-row pounces on the loose 
ball to score.  Reinvigorated, they start to dominate and we have to tackle and defend with bodies on the line.  Changes 
are made, players come and go but we gradually weather the storm and when Merrick gets the ball ten metres out, he 
twists, turns and scores.   
 
But it’s hard to stop the Newcastle machine when it starts 
rolling forward. They trundle up to our 5 metre line where we 
bring the maul down too many times for the ref’s liking and 
he awards the penalty try for 15-14. Lucky, not to get a 
yellow card. 
 
We get some energy from somewhere and put Newcastle 
under pressure in their 22, they work their way back to half 
way before another jackal attempt wins us a penalty. We kick 
to touch, all we have to do now is to secure our lineout ball 
and put it into touch.  No pressure then but the job is done! 
 
Quote of the Day from a Wilmslow dad: ‘Our backs were 
mustard.  We all know that mustard and beef go well together 
and Newcastle supplied plenty of that on the day.’   
 
Sunday 19th. January 
Liverpool St. Helens 14-20 Junior Colts 
Twelve changes for this game and five of them returnees 
from long term injuries.  The side takes time to gel.  This 
could definitely be a banana skin.   
 
Fifteen individuals in the first half found the way to become a 
team of fifteen in the second half, turning a 5-7 deficit into a 
20-7 winning position.  Tries from David Sheard, George 
Colledge and Jamie Hancock augmented by a conversion 
and penalty from Isacc Jones.   
 
Not the best performance but the longer the game went on 
the better they got against decent opposition, who never 
gave up and still had the final word. 
 
After this win the fate of this season’s Junior Colts League C 
was firmly in the hands of the Wilmslow boys but they 
probably need to win their last two matches against 
Rochdale at home on 9th. February and away in a re-
arranged game at Marple to take the title. 
 
 

Team P W D L F A Diff Pts Adj 

Newcastle (Staffs)  17 15 0 2 587 119 468 47 0 

Anselmians  17 14 1 2 543 216 327 46 0 

Wilmslow  16 14 1 1 471 215 256 45 0 

Southport  17 7 0 10 246 384 -138 31 0 

Crewe and Nantwich  16 6 1 9 273 423 -150 29 0 

Kirkby Lonsdale  17 7 0 10 245 246 -1 27 0 

Tarleton  15 5 1 9 135 254 -119 26 0 

Rochdale  17 4 1 12 175 443 -268 26 0 

Marple  15 5 0 10 232 423 -191 25 0 

Liverpool St Helens 17 2 1 14 200 384 -184 21 0 

Team P W D L F A Diff Pts Adj 

Eccles Senior Colts 12 9 0 3 302 136 166 30 0 

Leigh Senior Colts 10 9 0 1 268 85 183 28 0 

Kirkby Lonsdale  10 8 0 2 238 101 137 26 0 

Manchester Senior  10 5 1 4 140 224 -84 20 0 

Firwood Waterloo  10 2 1 7 88 269 -181 13 0 

Wilmslow  11 3 0 8 263 225 38 12 -2 

Liverpool Collegiate  11 0 0 11 82 341 -259 6 -2 

Junior Colts League  C 

Senior  Colts League  B 

The senior colts league staggers on with a heavy number of 
WO concessions.  Wilmslow have had to concede four 
games, two in December and one each in November and 
January and I presume now have been drummed out of the 
Brownies.   On other occasions, when they did play they 
have also been short handed but the fact is that ever since 
the university year started in October, they haven’t been 
able to raise a full side.  Last season the same problem was 
resolved by a merger with AK, who were also struggling and 
that became a resounding success.  The lesson though was 
obviously not properly learnt for this season. 

 
It should also be added that Liverpool Collegiate, Firwood 
Waterloo and Manchester have also had to concede games 
and Fylde had to withdraw altogether.  Interestingly, of all 
the five senior colt leagues, league B does seem to have the 
highest number of WOs. 

http://www.pitchero.com/clubs/wilmslow/s/players-coaches-18830.html?player_id=349440


 

FINE BENGALI &  
INDIAN CUISINE 

 

Restaurant and  

Take Away Menus 

 

Congleton Rd. 

Nether Alderley 

SK10 4TD 

 

Tel 01625 890379/890560 

 

www.bengaltigerlily.com 

info@bengaltigerlily.com 
 

 

BIGGER THAN THE GAME 
A departure from refereeing matters to pay tribute to three remarkable players 

 
As November drew to a close three all time 
Rugby legends featured so prominently in 
the news as to place the game itself in true 
perspective: Steve Prescott, Joost van der 
Westhuizen and Jonah Lomu.  For once the 
only refereeing connection I can attach to this 
piece is with former Rugby League 
international Steve Prescott who, after a long 
illness, died early in the month; in the late 
1980’s I taught him for several years at De La 
Salle School in St.Helens. Unfortunately international referee appointments failed to coincide 
with the other two South African and New Zealand Rugby Union heroes, so my admiration, 
as with the majority of enthusiasts, came from afar. 
 
In schoolboy sport Steve was initially a talented footballer but at De La Salle, which still 
continued to play rugby union as the major sport – a legacy of the halcyon West Park School 
days – quickly transferred his skills to union, though league was also beginning to feature. In 
1988, appearing at fly-half, he played in the Liverpool St.Helens U16 Floodlight Final in a 
victory over St.Anselm’s College, Birkenhead. On turning professional in 1992 for St.Helens 
RLFC he enjoyed a distinguished career in the full-back position, adding Great Britain 
honours, then England, before switching allegiance to Ireland. By 1997 he had transferred to 
Hull FC for two separate spells and also played for Wakefield only to end his career 
prematurely in 2003 when he broke a kneecap playing for Lancashire against Yorkshire. 
 
Diagnosed with terminal cancer seven years ago, he refused to be beaten and, in launching 
the Steve Prescott Foundation, participated in some awesome physical challenges to raise 
money for Christie’s hospital in Manchester and Try Assist, the Rugby Football League’s 
benevolent fund. My last meeting with him was in 2010 when he gave a moving address at 
the De La Salle School Presentation Evening. Over 2000 attended his funeral service on 
November 18th, testimony indeed to a very special person. To say that he has been an 
inspiration, and will continue to be so, hardly does justice to a remarkable life.   
 
Anyone watching the interview with Joost van der Westhuizen prior to the Scotland v South 
Africa match could not have been far from tears. Before our very eyes there was South 
Africa’s record cap holder and probably one of the greatest ever scrum halves, wheelchair 
bound and reduced to requiring sub-titles to convey his answers. In 2011 it was announced 
that he had a form of motor neurone disease with only a 20% chance of living from two to five 
years. Controversial both on and off the field, he spent his entire career as a scum half and 
has the honour of being part of the first ever South African team to win the Rugby World Cup 
in 1995. He remains active in conducting the affairs of his J9 Foundation, a charity devoted to 
MND issues, and has often reflected “I’m a firm believer that there’s a bigger purpose in my 
life and I am very positive, very happy.” 
 
In the opposition ranks for that memorable final of 2005 was a sensational winger and record 
World Cup try scorer, in 1995, crossing 15 times, who never managed a single one against 
South Africa, his closest call being hauled down by Van Der Westhuizen after defying several 
other challenges in that same match. It was none other than Jonah Lomu, the youngest 
player to make his debut for the All Blacks; the ‘phenomenon’ description of him is in no way 
an exaggeration. He has recently been one of the subjects in Sky’s compelling “Sporting 
Legends” series in which he talked passionately about his life; he suffers from a rare kidney 
disorder that first required a transplant in 2004, undergoes regular dialysis and is on the 
waiting list for a second transplant. Here was the third example of a sportsman almost cut 

down in his prime yet displaying the most amazing courage. First diagnosed back in 1995, he 
continues to fight on and attempts to live life to the full, devoting much time to the UNICEF 
Live Below the Line campaign. 
 
There are often reminders that “it’s only a game,” but, in between the highs and lows, we find 
three very different contemporary examples of qualities which transcend the sport itself; 
iconic figures indeed, who have added a new dimension to our attraction to rugby.       

SIX NATIONS 
2014 

 

Saturday 1st.. February 
Wales v Italy 
Millennium Stadium 
2.30pm 
 
France v England 
Twickenham 5.00pm 
 
Sunday 2nd. February 

Ireland v Scotland 
Aviva Stadium 3.00pm 
 
Saturday 8th. February 
Ireland v Wales 
Aviva Stadium 2.30pm 
 
Scotland v England 
Murrayfield 5.00pm 
 
Sunday 9th February 

France v Italy 
Stade de France 3.00pm 
 
Friday 21st. February 
Wales v France 
Millennium Stadium 
8.00pm 
 
Saturday 22nd. February 
Italy v Scotland 
Stadio Olimpico1.30pm 
 
England v Ireland 
Twickenham 4.00pm 
 
Saturday 8th. March 
Ireland v Italy 
Aviva Stadium 2.30pm 
 
Scotland v France 
Murrayfield 5.00pm 
 
Sunday 9th. March 
England v Wales 
Twickenham 3.00pm 
 
Saturday 15th. March 
Italy v England 
Stadio Olimpico12.30pm 
 
Wales v Scotland 
Millennium Stadium 
2.45pm 
 
France v Ireland 
Stade de France 5.00pm 
 

If you know that you can pass accurately and quickly when it matters, you make the most of opportunities. 
Ian McGeechan, Sunday 5th. January 

The Whistleblower is former  
international referee and Honorary Life 
Member of Liverpool St. Helens David 
Matthews.  This recent article by him 

has been downloaded from the LSH web 
site. 



Saturday  25th. January 2014 
League North One West 

Wilmslow v Wigton 

15.  Ben Day 
 
14.  Lawrence James 
13.  Sam Cutts 
12.  Ollie McCall 
11.  Toby Rowe 
 
10.  Bob MacCallum 
9.    Andy Walker 
 
1.    Simeon Meek 
2.    Max Harvey 
3.    Jack Walmsley 
4.    Dan Wright 
5.    Mike Clifford 
6.    Josh Whitely 
7.    Mike Black 
8.    Alex Taylor 
 
Subs 
Adam Taher 
Harrison Lewis 
Craig Cooper 

Slater Heelis/M2 Recruitment 
 
Barry Wilson 
The Barker Brothers  
Mark Shotton 
 
 
Ian Stewart 
Drew Donaldson 
 
B.F.M 
B.F.M 
Buttercup Developments 
 
Calder Peel FGP 
B.F.M 
Jon Hitch 
 
 
 
B.F.M 
TWP 
John Holloway 

Wilmslow XV and their Sponsors Wigton XV 

PLAYERS AND 
THEIR SPONSORS 

The players and 
coaches would like to 

thank those 
organisations and 

individuals who have 
supported the cause of 

Wilmslow rugby by 
becoming their 

personal sponsors.  All 
the funds raised are 

directed towards 
funding coaching, kit, 
equipment, physios 

and team travel. 
 

Craig Cooper - John 
Holloway : Sam Cutts - 
The Barker Brothers : 

Mike Black - Jon Hitch : 
Mike Clifford -  Calder 

Peel FGP  
Ben Day - Slater Heelis 
and M2 Recruitment : 
Adam Hewitt - Nick 
Fiennes : Alex Kai - 

Robin Gregory : Rick 
Hughes - Rick Green : 

Rick Jones - Tim 
Holloway : James Keys 

- Paddy Mulchrone : 
Harrison Lewis - TWP 

Wealth : Bob 
MacCallum - Ian 

Stewart : Andy Vassell 
- Sue Fisher and 

Easyfish : Andy Walker 
- Drew Donaldson : 
Lawrence James - 
Barry Wilson : Josh 

Whiteley, Jordan 
Ayrey, Max Harvey, 

Simeon Meek - 
B.F.M  : Jack Walmsley 

- Buttercup 
Developments : Ollie 
Wilkinson - Modac 

Global: Simon Irving - 
Bluemantle 

   
  

Wishing the Wolves a Successful Season 

15. Tom Gardner 
        
14. Steven Harris 
13.    Will Miller 
12.    Ewan Dowes 
11.    Scott Smith 
     
10.    David Hanabury 
9. Fergus Ledingham 
       
1. Lindsay Walker 
2. Stuart Creighton 
3. Russell McLean   
4. Robert Marrs    
5.      Matthew Atkinson 
6.      Richard Jackson 
7.      Elliot Armstrong 
8.      Andrew Brown 
 
Subs 
Andrew Prentice 
John Story 
Jordan Wood 

 

Today’s Referee :  

Daniel Taylor 

MDRURS 

NEXT MATCHES AT THE MEMORIAL GROUND 

 

Saturday 11th. January 

 

Bateman Premier League : Conference B 

VIKINGS V VALE OF LUNE 

 

Raging Bull League 3 South 

DEVELOPMENTALS V BROUGHTON PARK 

The Wolves will be away at the Vale of Lune on 8th. 
February. KO2.15pm 

VALE OF LUNE, POWDERHOUSE LANE, 

LANCASTER LA1 2TT 
Head up the M6 to Junction 34.  Take the exit and from 

the slip road, turn right into the A683, heading towards 

the town centre.  You then have to go round what looks 
like a one way system, which is actually a roundabout 

with buildings of various kinds in it.  You follow signs 

for the A6 and Carnforth and cross the Lune heading 
north on the Skerton Bridge.  You then take the left turn 

into Torrisholme Rd.(B5321).  About a mile further on, 

you go through a mini roundabout and Powderhouse 
Lane is on your right, where you will also see the 

entrance to Vale’s car park. 

 
Beware that the traffic, getting into Lancaster, can be 

very heavy at around 1.30—2.00pm, so leave an extra 30 

minutes or so if you need to get round it. 


