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LAWRIE WRIGHT - HCC CAREER STATS

Statistics originally by Brian Box; subsequently updated by David Williams.
HCC career span - 1953-2010 (6 decades);

Missed 3 seasons, presumably when away in New Zealand.

(1) Highest Score - 178* vs. Welwyn Garden City, 1972.

(2) Record 2nd wicket partnership for 4th XI - Lawrie Wright (156) & Steve Benford (117*) vs. Welwyn 
Garden City, 1999.

(3) Best Bowling Figures - 8/47 vs. Northampton Poly, 1954.

Hertfordshire Cricket Record
Career Span 1969-72. 82 innings - 1,559 runs.

1st XI 2nd XI 3rd XI 4th XI 5th XI Other Total

Matches 430 262 ? 47 ? ? 868

Runs    
Scored

11,509 5,886 ? 1,225 ? ? 21,708

Batting 
Average

33.85 34.42 ? 42.24 ? ? 34.40

Centuries 17 4 1 3 0 2 27

Highest 
Score

178* (1) 130 119* 156 0 133 178*

Century 
Partnerships

28 10 1 2 (2) 43 2 43

Bowling 5 
wicket hauls

2 (3) N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 2

Best    
Figures

8-47 N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 8-47

Catches 135 112 ? 14 ? ? 300

LAWRIE WRIGHT
PLAYER PROFILE - PAGE 1 OF 2
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1. What was your best achievement on a cricket �eld?
As captain of the London University cricket team who played mainly 2nd XI's keeping up morale as we never won a 
game.  Bowling against Colin Milburn in full �ight or Gilbert Parkhouse or Ted Clark on a �at track took some stamina. 
Batting against the likes of Trevor Bailey, or surviving an over from Dave Sydenham only to face Geoff Arnold from 
the other end was not easy either.

2. What do you miss most about cricket when you were younger?
Easy. To be with a group of friends who for a short period had one purpose - to try as hard as possible to beat the 
opposition.

3. What is your funniest cricket tale?
Henry Tilly 1st slip, me 2nd slip, Don Bick gully, wickets falling regularly to John Iberson. The three of us chatting 
quietly between balls. Sage County supporter after the innings "with three  of you plotting how to dismiss the 
batsmen they didn't stand much of a chance”. Actually Henry saying “My tomatoes are so good this year”, Don 
expounding on the merits of his beans and peas and his allotment generally and I slightly exaggerating the height of 
my sun�owers.

4. Tell us something that people would �nd surprising about you. 
I always found practice too disorganised to be of any use.

5. You can invite 3 people to a dinner party. You can choose from anyone that has ever lived. Who are you 
inviting?
For a cricket dinner party I would invite Don Bradman, Mike Brearley and Nasser Hussain.

6. How did you learn to play cricket?
Dad played cricket and Mum often did the teas so I had little choice.

7. Today cricket has become a game with the odds �rmly in the batsman's favour. What would you do to give 
the bowlers more chances of taking wickets?
Simple. Uncover the wickets, make the seam more pronounced and reduce the thickness of the bats.

8. When and where did you see your �rst live test match?
Lord's 1948 with my Mum. England vs. Australia, a huge queue seemingly all-round the ground with newspapers 
marking the place of people who had gone off to get a drink. If the queue moved the newspapers were moved too!

Australia batted. Sydney Barnes 0 a brilliant start, Bradman 38 a bit disappointing in some ways, and Lindsey Hassett 
a dreary 47. Arthur Morris made 105 but I was in the loo when he got out! Keith Miller only scored 4. I recall we left 
just after tea so we could catch a rush hour steam train back to Hertford North.

9. If you could have played with any cricketer who would it have been and why?
Michael Vaughan. He might have helped improve my batting technique and talked to me about my mental approach 
to each innings. I could have scored a lot more runs had I given more thought to my innings, though whether I would 
have enjoyed batting so much is debatable.

10. Send a picture of your favourite HCC memory and describe the moment.
No pictures to hand, I'm afraid.
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NICK ANDERSON - HCC CAREER STATS

Statistics originally by Brian Box; subsequently updated by David Williams.
HCC career span - 1979-2015;

Missed 10 seasons, moved away and worked abroad.

(1) Highest Score - 111* vs. Hat�eld Hyde, 1991.

(2) HCC career bowling stats - 38 overs - 1 maiden - 239 runs - 7 wicket.

(3) Highest number of victims for Hertford Cricket Club, and also for the 1st XI, at time of publication.

1st XI 2nd XI 3rd XI 4th XI 5th XI Other Total

Matches 392 ? 3 5 0 ? 614

Runs    
Scored

6,874 ? 46 167 0 ? 11,387

Batting 
Average

25.65 ? 23.00 33.40 0 ? 26.24

Centuries 2 2 0 0 0 0 4

Highest 
Score

111* (1) 102 0 0 0 0 111*

Century 
Partnerships

12 4 0 1 0 2 17

Bowling (2)           N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A

Catches 256 45 1 6 0 ? 354 (3)

Stumpings 95 29 1 1 0 ? 157 (3)
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1. What was your best achievement on a cricket �eld?
I was a member of the Hertfordshire YC national championship winning team in 1980 (photo on page 6). We won all of 
our matches throughout the season. Reaching the Cricketer Cup Final with the Haileybury Hermits was another 
highlight. I remember losing 5 balls in the gardens over deep mid-wicket at Chingford during an innings. It was a low 
scoring game on a wet wicket and I had decided that attack was the best form of defence. I always enjoyed the 
challenge and confrontation of facing the quicker bowlers. I have fond memories of pulling Angus Fraser (Middlesex & 
England) over the trees into Mangrove Road and caressing Rob Carter into the tennis courts and Wellington Road at 
En�eld (he did clean me up a bit later in the innings!).

2. What do you miss most about cricket when you were younger?
I miss being able to keep wicket for more than 10 overs without my legs and back falling apart and being able to see 
the ball leaving the bowler's hand before it thuds into my pads or hits the stumps.

3. What is your funniest cricket tale?
Following a Saturday league game and few beers in the evening, I went to an all-night party in a dodgy �at in East 
London with Tommo and Roger. We went straight to the Sunday game at North London without any sleep and a little 
worse for wear. When we arrived, the skipper (Malcolm Chapman) had won the toss and we were batting. Tommo and 
Roger were delighted as they could sleep. Unfortunately, Malcolm asked me to open the innings. I was back in the 
changing room for a nap by about 2.10pm.

I can recall many strange and funny incidents but you probably need to have been there. As a young player in the 1st 
XI, I remember our number 3 (I won't name him but he was a head teacher) going through a lean spell. After another 
failure with the bat at Sawbridgeworth, he returned to the changing room, threw his bat on the �oor and started 
jumping up and down on it in his spikes. He was shouting and swearing at the bat and blaming it for his failure. The bat 
was ruined and I think he was dropped to the 2's the following week.

As captain, I remember a game at Stevenage where we �elded �rst on a really hot day. Spiller (Mark Everett) and Couso 
(Simon Cousins) were in a shocking state when they arrived after a big night out. I had to �eld them at third man and 
�ne leg in the shade under the trees. However, they then proceeded to give a running commentary on the game by 
shouting at each other between deliveries. It got so bad that I had to move one of them to long off and keep them 
separated. Spiller tells me that I also demoted them to 10 and 11 in the batting order.

As keeper, I remember another league game where I spent the �rst hour of the game collecting the ball on the half 
volley about 6 feet in front of me whenever any of my teammates threw the ball in. They all knew that I was never 
massively impressed with that and had decided that it would be a good plan to wind me up. It worked – I was about to 
let out a few choice words at the drinks break before they collapsed laughing.

4. Tell us something that people would �nd surprising about you. 
I played the trumpet in my school orchestra – very badly. 

5. You can invite 3 people to a dinner party. You can choose from anyone that has ever lived. Who are you 
inviting?
1) George Best; 2) Pablo Escobar; 3) Keith Moon; (First reserve: Buffy the Vampire Slayer)

6. Biggest rivalry (team or individual) and most memorable moment of that rivalry?
Welwyn Garden City (without hesitation). Geographically, Hoddesdon were closer rivals but for me it was always WGC. 
It all started in the early 1980's when as a young player in the �rst team I was unfairly given out handled ball. What 
made it worse was that their umpire (who had given me out) came up to me in the bar afterwards and thanked me for 
giving him the full collection of dismissals in his career. To be honest, it was lucky that I was with a couple of older 
members of the team. My memorable moments were any of the victories over WGC, particularly away at their ground. 
Individually, I enjoyed hitting their off spinner for 4 consecutive sixes over long on in one game.

NICK ANDERSON
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8. As a veteran of many a tour, Cromer, Far East, Cornwall & Jersey, what was your best memory from 1 of these?
This is difficult as there are so many memories, most of which are unprintable. The overseas tours were always special 
and we played at some fantastic grounds. As most keepers do, I loved to have a bowl in a match situation. I took 3 
wickets for 0 runs in 5 balls bowling �lthy off spin to win the game against Truro on the Cornwall tour circa 1984.

The tours to Jersey with Nick Marques for the Rutland Ramblers were a combination of good cricket (our team 
included players who had played for Leicestershire and a couple for England) and �erce socialising. We had one day off 
on tour known as Captain's Day where you could only drink Cider (the Captain's choice). I have a vague memory of 
sitting on a cliff top pub roof terrace overlooking the sea drinking Strongbow and Diamond White with Cointreau 
chasers all day and talking absolute rubbish with Nick, Pancho (Captain) and Digger (aka Zorro – �ery opening bowler).

9. As captain, apart from when you used the curtains in the pavilion in attempt to dry the wicket out in trying to 
force a win against Bishops Stortford, what was your highlight?
I am not sure that “curtain gate” was a highlight. It just seemed to be the right thing to do at the time in pursuit of 30 
points – especially against Stortford who were one of the best teams in the league. Certainly, it took a bit of explaining 
at the next committee meeting and the chairman's wife didn't talk to me for a couple of seasons! My highlight as 
captain would be persuading the committee to employ Andy Blackett as groundsman. We had always played on fairly 
slow/dull wickets at Balls Park. Andy produced fantastic wickets which were the best in the county (and still does). 
Other highlights were the 3 consecutive Fuller Cup trophy wins – evening �nals in the gloom at Hoddesdon CC were 
always special.

10. With a Spurs supporting dad, Manchester Utd fan, why?
It would have been the mid to late 1960's and I was drawn to MUFC who had the incredible George Best, Dennis Law 
and Bobby Charlton in their team. One of my earliest memories aged 7 is MUFC winning the European Cup in 1968. 

11. Send a picture of your favourite HCC memory and describe the moment.
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One of the Fuller Cup wins referenced in Q9 Nick keeping for Herts YC championship team (Q1)

7. Favourite ground (not Balls Park) to play at and why?
I have been fortunate to play at numerous grounds around the 
country and overseas. I enjoyed playing at North Instow on the coast 
in Devon and the County Ground Taunton every year. I also played at 
Arundel for the Duchess of Norfolk's XI. These were all special grounds. 
Overseas, the Singapore cricket ground takes some beating. However, 
if I cannot choose Balls Park, my favourite ground is the main pavilion 
at Haileybury where I played a lot of my school cricket. Full moon at Haileybury; referenced in Q7
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IN ADDITION TO INTERVIEWING A SELECT GROUP OF 8,

WE ALSO ASKED A WIDER GROUP 4 RANDOM QUESTIONS EACH.

1 ANSWER FROM EACH PARTICIPANT WILL BE SHARED IN EACH OF THE 4 NEWSLETTERS.

CHRIS THOMPSON...
Who is the best player you have ever seen play at Balls Park?
This could have been one of the professional players who at times 
have come to Balls Park, especially when some came with non-
professional teams which was quite frequent before the start of the 
professional Sunday League. I am restricting my choice to two players, 
a batsman and a bowler, both who did play for the club in the 1970's 
and at times also played for Middlesex. The batsman has to be David 
Ottley who in my opinion was the most elegant player of any bowling 
and it was just a joy to watch him play. He was also a very good cover 
�elder. The bowler has to be Don Bick who unfortunately did not play 
regularly for the club. I remember �elding at short mid-off in one of his 
early games for the club. Don bowled his �rst ball and I only knew he 
had released the ball when I heard the “�zz” caused by the revolutions 
he put on the ball.

FRED PAVEY...

Who was the best opposition player you 
played against, and why?
Phil Caley, St Albans – what a batsman! He 
made it look so effortless and seemed to 
have so much time to place the ball 
wherever he wanted. Not sure I got him 
out that often though! Was a good all-
rounder and could bowl a bit as well.

MARK EVERETT...

Send a picture of your favourite HCC 
memory and describe the moment.
My picture is of 4 Hertford CC lads playing 
for Hertfordshire in the Transvaal match, 
which I mentioned above and must have 
been around 1992. Cliffy, Giles Buchanan, 
Dominic Fox (who sadly passed away far 
too early) and myself. Happy memories.

CLIFF CAVENER...

Who is the best overseas player you have played 
with?
Allison Johnson arrived from South Africa after Spiller 
and Giles went to play at Greenpoint CC and coerced him 
to play for us the following season. A 6ft 6 West Indian 
originally from Barbados who could bowl. Listen to me - 
the boy could bowl. At Watford (?), someone drove him 
for 4, the following ball whistled past his ears and he 
followed through and said in his West Indian accent; 
"Driving school closed”. Nobody liked facing him as he 
was two levels above our league. He only played 8-9 
games and in that time he got a lot of wickets.

PAUL WILLIAMS...

Describe the reasons why you love cricket.
Cricket is like no other sport. As with other sports it has 
its mix of technical, physical and mental challenges. But 
only cricket can offer the social aspect both within and 
outside the competitive environment of the match to 
both players and spectators, young and old. It allows 
total involvement for everyone at all levels. There is 
banter amongst the players on the �eld of play; there is 
chat watching on the boundary edge; there is interaction 
with the old gits who think they know best; there are the 
wives and girlfriends enjoying the sun; there are games 
played with the dogs and the kids. And at the end, there 
is the social in the bar.

July 1992. Herts v Transvaal. Dominic Fox, Cliff 
Cavener, Mark Everett and Giles Buchanan (all HCC).
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Send a picture of your favourite HCC memory and describe the moment.
My favourite memory has to be winning the double in 2001. Winning the league at Bishop Stortford followed by Tommy 
Pearman getting all of us into a nightclub in Hertford. Most of the black and white photo attended, including the late 
Jon James. We then smashed Old Millhillians in the Becker replayed match at home where Cliffy tried to nick another 
MOM off me. Great season, great players and great memories. 20 years ago next year. Where has that time gone!?

ROB CARTER...

STUART CRADOCK...

What's the funniest moment you have seen on a 
cricket pitch?
My funniest moment happened in a game at Balls Park. It 
was probably the early 1970s, however I don't recall who 
we were playing against. Gerry Rowe, who had taught 
me Chemistry and Games at Hertford Grammar (Richard 
Hale) School, was skipper and liked to demonstrate his 
leadership qualities and decisiveness.

We were �elding and Fred Arnold was bowling from the 
Pavilion End when the batsman skied the ball very high 
back towards the bowler's end, prompting Gerry to 
shout, "Yours Fred" from cover point. What Gerry had 
overlooked was that Fred Davies and Fred Pavey were 
�elding at mid-on and mid-off. Sadly none of the 3 Freds 
reacted to Gerry's call and the ball eventually landed a 
couple of feet behind the umpire, coincidentally also 
called Fred (Hulls), who would have had the best chance 
of catching the ball. Amidst the confusion the batsmen 
crossed for 2 runs to rub salt into the wounds.

ALAN BAGGULEY...

What are the best things about the modern game?
Best things of Test cricket is the huge increase in �tness 
and athleticism, particularly in the �eld. The analysis and 
ball tracking is good training for potential umpires The 
worst thing would be coloured clothing and relentless 
music during many pointless overs games. Just too many 
games.

Memories from Rob Carter of HCC’s double winning season, 2001.

FRED DAVIES...

Tell us about your association with HCC.
My association with HCC stems from 1970 after playing 
for Walthamstow from 1964. Hertfordshire Sunday games 
were ordinarily En�eld, Cheshunt, Hoddesdon and 
Hertford. A house move to Hoddesdon prompted a 
change in clubs and my decision to join Hertford was 
in�uenced by the facilities, �xture list, previously 
enjoyable games and the area itself.

MICK RAY...

When you re�ect on your time at HCC, how would you 
summarise your experience?
Brilliant. Made some great friends, enjoyed great cricket, 
and the club is big part of our summer social life. It is easy 
to forget the frustrations during the closed season!
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What was the best game you have seen at Balls Park?
Obviously the Evening Standard Cup match against 
Hornsey in 2007 sticks in my memory when Stephen 
scored 275* off only 153 balls and Rob Darby scored 112 
off 65 balls. Stephen played an immaculate innings* with 
innumerable crisp drives through the covers and through 
the 'V' whilst Rob Darby besides batting strongly himself, 
kept Stephen focused and aiming for a big score which 
eventually ended with the club record score. Admittedly 
Hertford did bat against 10 men and they were not the 
strongest team around but it was an incredible 
achievement to score so many runs in 45 overs and with 
proper cricket shots. * apart from being dropped on 199!

However because it was a �nal and because it was against 
a stronger Millhillians side I would have to choose the 
2001 Becker Cup win.  The original match at Shenley was 
rained off after a few overs; Hertford won the toss for 
choice of grounds for the 2nd attempt to play the match.  
Millhillians batted �rst and the batsmen were in an 
attacking mood.  However, Hertford's bowlers bowled 
accurately, particularly Cliff and Jon Rixon, backed up by 
tight �elding and steady catching persuaded the batsmen 
to get themselves out. Hertford bowled Millhillians out for 
a 127 and strode majestically to a comprehensive victory. 
Perhaps the players were spurred on by winning the 
League a week earlier and being determined to win the 
double which their efforts had given them the 
opportunity to do. By the way, Jon Rixon was one of the 
best all round, amateur cricketers I have seen.  He was a 
natural sportsman and at cricket was an aggressive but 
correct batsman. He was also a wicket taking fast bowler 
even if he was somewhat expensive at times and a very 
good �elder in any position on the �eld. All this without 
bothering to train!

GEOFF CORDINGLEY...

ALEX PRENTICE...

Describe the best innings you have ever witnessed by 
a HCC player.
I would like to highlight two innings, of different types, 
by HCC players: Firstly Gus Joyce's 186 not out vs 
Northwood on 29.06.19. An excellent attacking innings 
with amazing shot placement and lovely lofted drives. 
Secondly Will Ray's patient run accumulation in 
Hertford's away win against Welwyn GC on 28.07.18 in 
the face of hostile bowling and close-ringed �elders. Will 
kept his cool and guided his team home to a well-earned 
win. Well done Gus and Will.

KEVEN ROBERTS...

Send a picture of your favourite HCC memory and 
describe the moment.

Keven Roberts - “When I used to bat!”

ANDY KIRTLEY...

Who was the best player to drink at the bar with?
Those who know me will acknowledge that I have spent 
a bit of time at the bar after a game so apologies if I miss 
anyone out from this list. Back in my playing days I used 
to be able to play both days and following a home or 
away game on a Sunday there would follow an 
impromptu session of "The Sunday Club". This non-
exclusive club was open to all and although I appreciate 
that it has had many incarnations over the years, the core 
membership at the time was David Williams, Hon. Life 
Member (an ever-present over the years I believe and he 
had the keys to lock up), Jumping John Clements with 
whom I formed a fearful opening attack, Graeme Riddle, 
Parim Patel, Roger Kent and Trapper. The general pattern 
of the evening would be a bit of socialising with the 
oppo (showing my age here) then a seat at the bar to 
chew the fat over absolutely anything and everything 
with the conversation becoming progressively random. 
Apologies if I've missed anyone out here.

SIMON WATSON...

Who is the best player you have ever seen play at 
Balls Park and why?
I played with Ali Johnson for 7 or 8 games and he was 
different league with a new ball in his large hand.

MARTIN HILLARY...

Which 3 HCC members, past or present, would you 
most want to invite to a dinner party, and why?
1) Mick Eldred, a terri�c spin bowler who enjoyed the 
spirit of the game and a good raconteur.
2) Jim Riddle, an excellent wind-up merchant.
3) Sir George Faudel-Phillips, owner of Balls Park, when 
Hertford CC relocated from Hartham in 1883 or T J 
Sworder, the �rst president, would have had some great 
stories, I’m sure.
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If you could replay any match from your history, what 
would it be and why?
It was an Evening Standard game but for En�eld vs. Fives 
and Heronians. At that time I was captain and we won 
the toss and batted and reached around 270-280. The 
game was very tight, Rob Carter started the penultimate 
over and after 1 ball, I'd realise I'd made a huge error as 
he should have bowled the �nal over. This meant I had to 
be the sixth bowler and bowl the �nal over. They needed 
18 runs and achieved it on the �nal ball of the game. One 
of the worst cricketing moments of my life!

ANDY MOULDING...

CHRIS BOX...

Who was the best player to drink at the bar with?
1. Best drinker who happened to play (somehow well at 
times I might add!) – Cris 'Trapper 'Martin.
2. Best player who also happened to hold a drink – 
Allison Johnson.
3. Best All-Rounder – Cliff 'The Carver ' Cavener – always 
smiling!
4. Thought he was the best – it’s far too tempting to add a 
few names here!

JOHN HARRINGTON...

John's memories of Fred Davies in action.
My �rst memory was a league 2nd XI game against 
Cheshunt which I had the pleasure of captaining. Fred 
was bowling, Peter Game, sadly not with us any more, 
was behind the stumps. Fred, visually getting more 
agitated with Peters comments completely lost it, and 
preceded to run down the pitch towards Peter who then 
scurried off to the boundary. The game ceased 
temporarily for a review of the situation. My second 
memory was a Hockey game on Boxing Day at 
Sawbridgworth where I was umpiring. Fred was again 
visually agitated by Harvey Robson's comments on his 
performance so ran across to Robson and barged him 
over. After a temporary hold up of the game, Robson and 
Gerry Rowe, who had been against his better judgment 
agreed to play, both walked off.

DAVID WILLIAMS...

What are the best and worst things about the modern 
game?
The best thing in the modern game is the high standard 
of �elding. From Test and One day professional cricket 
down to our 1st and 2nd XIs, �elding is almost 
unrecognisable from even 20 years ago, apart from close 
catching which has always been very good.

The worst is the over emphasis on overs cricket in 
general, but particularly at professional level, 20 over 
franchise cricket. The emphasis is on pure instant 
entertainment with short boundaries and short attention 
span. As a result many players have lost the art and skills 
to play the long form �rst class game.

PETER BELL...

Who is the best overseas player you have played with, or seen?
Allison “Ali” Johnson. Ali arrived from Barbados in the early 90's as probably the �rst “proper” overseas player that the 
club had gained. A very tall and intimidating FAST opening bowler who very much “enjoyed” the quick and bouncy 
Balls Park wicket. He only stayed with us for half a season before moving onto the main Birmingham League.

And he provided the best bit of banter I've enjoyed at Balls Park. A Sunday National Cup game, against Broxbourne I 
stbelieve. We'd put out a strong 1  XI as it was against a local rival and Ali was playing. We were now used to his general 

pace, but had also seen him move it up 2 or 3 levels, when he wanted to… However, news of this fast West Indian 
hadn't gone around the County by this time!

Broxbourne were batting and out strode their two fairly young openers, one wearing helmet, the other… NOT! As the 
non-helmeted opener walked to the crease, several of our players politely “suggested”, even pleaded, he go back to 
the pavilion to get his helmet. Put your mind inside his, “Do I now take the advice of the local rivals (who were mostly 
sniggering) and trudge back to the pavilion without facing a ball to get a helmet OR stick it out and see what comes 
down”. Mistakenly, he decided to take the latter option!

To be fair he coped admirably for an over or so (Ali going easy on him at our request) until he elegantly drove Ali 
through the covers for 4 runs – oh dear. Ali, all 6 'something of him, walked menacingly down the wicket to confront 
the opening batsmen and, as he towered over him, menacingly said in a broad Barbadian accent, “Young Man…go get 
your helmet on… driving school is now closed”. WE PI$$ED OURSELVES LAUGHING! The opener turned a sickly shade 
of green, our 4 slips and 2 gulleys stepped back 3 paces. What followed were probably the 3 quickest balls I'd seen 
bowled at Balls Park: Neck High Bouncer, Neck High Bouncer, Off-stump cartwheeling back to the keeper (Nick 
Anderson I think). GREAT MEMORIES.
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