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Chairman’s End of Season Update 
 
 
Dear Member, 
 
This club update is a bit later than I would have preferred but it is timely given that all club rugby fixtures are 
finished even after postponements and cancellations due to unplayable conditions. 
 
NEW CLUBHOUSE BUILDING PROJECT 
 
As you know we had agreed to withdraw our application for funds for a proposed two storey building as proved to 
be a bit ambitious in the current climate. 
 
Since then we have been working on a different, less costly solution to build on the existing footprint of the 
clubhouse. 
 
The plan is to erect a “shell” over our current building not including the brick built changing rooms and then fit out 
once under cover. 
 
Our architect has drawn up revised plans which have been submitted to London Borough of Bromley (LBB) 
Planning in order to confirm our architects view that this would still be acceptable within the existing Outline 
Planning Permission granted in March 2011. 
 
The new proposal includes 2 changing rooms, a larger hall plus about the same bar area as we currently enjoy 
additionally we are asking for a high pitched roof to give the club some additional basic storage and office space.  
 
We are keen to present to members a plan that has LBB approval in order to be able discuss a firm proposal 
however members comments and opinions will be sought before finalizing through open meetings, publication of 
plans on the website and on the screens in the clubhouse. 
 
We are waiting to hear from the RFU that these new plans also meet their approval as RFU funding and support 
is crucial to this project. 
 
The suggested budget for this new proposal is £500-600,000 and in addition to RFU in partnership with LBB we 
will be looking to Sport England Inspired Fund, Mayor of London Fund, London Marathon Fund and perhaps the 
Rugby Football Foundation for an interest free loan plus many other smaller grants may be available. 
Whilst this project will have the full support of LBB it will have to be underpinned by committed funds from 
members, donors, sponsors and other fund raising initiatives. 
 
The access to the above funds if successful would suit a schedule for this work to be carried between April - 
September next year ideally before 2014/15 season starts 
 
We will be pushing for a quick decision from LBB Planning so plans can be available to members on our website 
and at the AGM. 
 
SENIOR RUGBY 
 
First Team 
 
Our First XV finished 3rd in National 3 South East which is an outstanding result given a poor start albeit against 
what were then the 3 strongest sides. The team have managed to avoid the many long term injuries which 
bedevilled us in previous years giving consistency and confidence to each performance.  
 

http://www.westcombeparkrugby.co.uk/
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The building for next season has already started with the majority of the squad already committed, and the 
feeling is that the league will be even more competitive and will offer our large loyal travelling supporters a few 
new locations to cheer the boys on.  
 
The appointment during the season of Rupert Chitty and Simon Jones as Co-Directors of Rugby has 
undoubtedly strengthened the whole senior squad set up. Furthermore it has underlined the club’s resolve to 
support senior rugby in the club and to endeavour to reach the highest attainable levels possible. 
 
By way of a footnote I’d like to thank JWT for all his sterling years of service acting as 1st Team Manager, if you 
didn’t know John has now retired from that role and I’d like to thank him personally for the hours of time he’s 
given to the ‘Combe cause! 
 
 
Extra First XV 
 
After a good start and a win against Canterbury everyone had high hopes for the forthcoming campaign however 
with a couple of early losses to Barnes, Worthing and to league new boys Hammersmith and Fulham where we 
were wrongly forced to play with 14 men proved to be the catalyst for what turned out to be an excellent season. 
 
What followed was run of 18 league, Cup and friendly games with only 2 defeats against strong sides 
and achieving a Kent Cup semi-final place in the process.  
 
One  “stand out” game was a home win 11-10 against a very powerful Richmond side and given the average age 
of 20 was immense but the highlight has to be sticking it to Blackheath 32-14 who thought it would be any easy 
win against a team of youngsters! How badly they misjudged the lads! 
 
Unable to field the same team twice all season and on more than one occasion playing no less than 6 academy 
lads, a couple being just 17 yrs of age shows the depth and quality coming through the ranks. 
The success of the season is not only shown by the results but the team spirit which is so strong within the 
squad, the home grown talent makes for a very bright future for Combe! 
 
Dave Watkins who led the team sometimes with bits missing gets a mention for the front foot approach in every 
game. 
 
Coach says “it’s been emotional but a pleasure”! 
 
 
3’s/4’s/Gents 
  
The 3’s ended their season with a solid win over Sevenoaks leaving them 4th in Kent’s top Invicta League.  
 
The 4’s and Gents had a troubled year with players unavailable one was sacrificed for the other throughout the 
season allied to bad weather. 
 
Consequently both sides suffered from reduced number of games finishing near the bottom of their respective 
leagues. 
   
YOUTH RUGBY 
 
With the poor weather that has affected much of the season since Christmas, the youth section embarked on 
numerous festivals and competitions as the season entered its final stages, although even some of these were 
impacted and as such, the season has been extended into May.  
Westcombe Park has played hosts to the Kent preliminary rounds of the U12 and U14 competitions, we have 
had our very own successful mini festival and have also played hosts to the RFU regional girls’ schools 
competition. 
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Junior Rugby 
 
The U13s won the Kent plate competition. 
 
The U17 A team were runners up in the Kent Cup competition, joint third in the Kent league and reached the 
semi-final of the National U17 Shield competition.  
 
The U17 B team have reached the Kent Bowl final and also won the U17 development league.  
 
We have players from the U13 and U16 age groups who are Saracens Elite representatives.  
U17 players have represented Kent at U18 and U20 and we have U16 and U17 players representing our  
 
Fantastic win for second year for Academy side against Chippenham 15-5 at Bedford Blues, an exceptional 
performance, a great credit to the players and coaching staff and again augurs well for the future prospects of the 
club. 
 
Mini Rugby 
 
In the mini section, our U7 team managed to complete our own festival undefeated and followed this up with 
runner up in the Kent Cup competition – great start for their first season.  
 
The U10s were cup runners up at Beccehamians A festival.  
 
The U11s managed to win the plate in the Beccehamians A and B competitions, runners up in the Kent plate 
competition, won the plate at the Westcombe Park festival and with it the Jenny trophy for this season.  
 
Our U12 age group also won the Cup Competition at the Beccehamians B festival. 
 
All in all, a great season for the players in the youth section and a great credit to all volunteers involved in 
managing and coaching. 
 
 
ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 
 
A reminder that this will be held at 7.30pm on Friday 31st May in the club house, an opportunity to hear relevant 
reports from all sections of the club and for members to vote on club officers and other positions. 
 
Can I remind you to bring your membership cards to enable you to attend. 
 
 
ASSOCIATED CLUBS 
 
Tennis Club 
 
A lot of good work has been done over the last few years by Heath Anthony as Orpington Tennis Centre 
including the laying down of 2 clay courts, the like of which is not available in our area. 
 
I am pleased to let you know that the Tennis Facility has a new sponsor with great plans to extend membership 
and involve all the young people in our local community. 
 
We welcome Gary Lewis, an existing member through his company A1 Pharmaceuticals who with his passion for 
the game has supported for many years successful senior and junior tennis professionals has agreed to base his 
tennis interests at Goddington Dene. 
 
Ambitious plans are en train to improve all aspects of the courts and surrounding area which will make the facility 
far more attractive to potential members including existing members of Westcombe Park RFC and our other 
associated clubs. 
 
This is an extremely exciting initiative with A1 Pharmaceuticals LTC which over the following years will make 
Goddington Dene a centre of excellence in the region especially with junior players. 
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Please keep an eye on the website and in the clubhouse for details of an Open Day on 30th June hosted by A1 
Pharmaceuticals with several professionals available to encourage all Combe and Associated club members to 
attend.  
 
COMBE PEOPLE 
 
We are very fortunate to have so many volunteers to help manage the club and all the teams from minis 
upwards. 
 
As I have pointed out before every aspect of management is becoming more complex  due to the number of 
agencies, associations and organisations we are involved with and regulated by so more volunteers are welcome 
at all levels to help spread the workload. 
 
We acknowledge that available time is at a premium given the pressures of daily life plus the need to find a 
proper work/life balance consequently we must acknowledge this accordingly. 
 
I would like to pass on great appreciation to the following who have given long and excellent service to the club 
however have decided that it is time to hand over to others: 
 
David Barnes.............Honorary Secretary for 5 years and many roles before that 
 
John Ward Turner…..most recently First Team Manager but has had roles from First Team Captain in the 70’s to 
recent past President 
 
Troy Pender………….Commercial Manager and many years on various Committees 
 
On a different note we welcome back Keith Hisee our long term groundsman after an operation and recuperation. 
 
 
As expressed previously I do hope members find this update informative however if there any issues that you 
would like covered in future please let me or any Management Committee member know. 
 
 
 
 
Paul Woodhouse  
Chairman 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


