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CLUB SPONSORS 
WOMEN’S SPONSOR 

  

ALL ABILITIES SPONSORS 

   
SILVER LIONS SPONSORS 

   
 
"A HUGE THANK YOU to our Club Sponsors, 
without whom we couldn't have had the 
successful year that we enjoyed." 
Ronan O'Shea,  
(Club President) 
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PROGRAMME OF AWARDS NIGHT 

MC – Shaun Morrison 
Arrival/ 

Starter Meal 615pm 

President’s 
Welcome 630pm 

Presentations 

from 635pm 
1. All Abilities 
2. Silver Lions 
3. Thirds 
4. Lionesses 

Main Meal 730pm 

Presentations 

from 8pm 
1. Reserves Grade 
2. Premier Grade 
3. Life Members 
4. Milestone Awards 
5. Club Awards 
6. Thank You's 

Entertainment 915pm - Music - DJ 
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2022 CLUB AWARDS 

Champion Club 
Player: Kameli Naisiroki 

Club Member of 
the Year: Jerard Saunders 

Best Player On 
and Off the Field: Filipo Smith 

Most Promising 
Club Player: Brennen Leef 

Most Consistent 
Club Member: Joey Claes 

President’s 
Service Award: 

Samantha Holt, Sandra 
Leef & Shaun Morrison 

Hard Man Award Jessie Roberts & 
Felix Alefaio 

Kingsley Bailey 
"Quiet Achiever" 

Award 
Desmond Roche 

Membership 
Awards: 

Life Members: 
Matt Szydlowski 
Cynthia Louise-Sayer 
Alison Sayce 
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Huge Congratulations to all our Club 
Awards Winners. You all make our club 
tick and are invaluable the club. 
 

Membership 
Awards: 

20 Years: Brett Woodhill   
 
10 Years: Hendrik 
Scholtz 
  
5 Years: Ian Sauzier, 
  Dylan O'Shea,  
  Aishling O'Shea    

REPRESENTATIVE PLAYERS 

U19 RugbyWA 
State Team 

Andre Scholtz 
U18 RugbyWA 
State Team 

Brennen Leef, 
Zak Griffiths, 
Aidan Voute 

U16 RugbyWA 
State Team 

William Crew, 
Kynan Atkin, 
Zavier Hawira 
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Huge Congratulations to all our 
representative players. 

REPRESENTATIVE PLAYERS 

RugbyWA 
Emerging Player 
Program 

Brennen Leef, 
William Crew, 
Zak Griffiths, 
Paige Thornton, 
Christe-Lee Griesel, 

South U16s 
Regional Squad 
 

William Crew, 
Kynan Atkin, 
Zavier Hawira, 
Cyris Lolohea-Morice, 
Noah Crew 

South U15s 
Regional Squad 

Tamatoa Davis, 
C J Patelesio, 
Gideon Weleiiakeba, 
Ruan Oliver, 
Cyrus Roberts, 
Peni Naqua, 
Jackson Fourie 

South U14 Girls 
Regional Squad 

Chanel Van der 
Merwe, 
Nikarh Reid 
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Awards Premier 
XV 

Reserves 
XV 

Lionesses  
XV 

Thirds 
XV 

Best and 
Fairest 

Kameli 
Naisiroki Filipo Smith Jessie 

Roberts 
Anthony 
Kingsmill 

Most 
Consistent 

Maxime 
Laporte 

Christian 
Moistert 

Chenoa 
Gurnick 

Stephen 
Larsen 

Player’s 
Player 

Abel 
Thomas Filipo Smith Angie Leota Dennis 

Campbell 

Most 
Improved 

Brody 
Eastwood 

Paul 
Serukai 

Emma 
Paniora Darren Cryer 

Most Points Maxime 
Laporte 

Joel 
Lamatoa 

Debra 
Qiokata & 

Talei Serukai 
Lewis Swar 
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Huge Congratulations to all our team awards winners. There were some 
outstanding performances throughout the season. 

 

Awards Silver Lions Awards All Abilities 

Best and 
Fairest Michael Phipps Team Player Braden Hannon 

Man of the 
Year Ian Sauzier Most Improved Freeman White 

and Liam Treacy 
The Double 

Hard Bastard 
Award 

Pat Rawiri Man of the 
Year Jack Jones 

Floozy of the 
Year 

Brett & James 
Woodhill GOLD Ryan Grant 
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2022 COACHES, MANAGERS  
AND SPORTS TRAINERS 

Team / Position Name 
U6 Coach Matt Reed 
U6 Manager  Janine Solomon 

U8 Coach 

Aaron Baker 
Will Burroughs 
Liam McKinnon 
Dennis Campbell 

U8 Manager  
Kerry Paniora 
Lyndelle Campbell 
Pey Waqa 

U9 Coach 

Desmond Roche 
Ken O'Connor 
Nico Els 
Andrew Hartshorn 

U9 Manager  Carly Hartshorn 
U10 Coach Jerard Saunders 
U10 Manager  Sandra Leef 

U11 Coach 
Duncan Parrott 
Rob Dinniss 
Ryan McGuggon 

U11 Manager  Bronny Coulson 

U12 Coach 
Kev Thornton 
Euan Butler 
Bronson 

U12 Manager  Danielle Bartram 
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2022 COACHES, MANAGERS  
AND SPORTS TRAINERS 

Team / Position Name 

U13 Coach 

Darren Cryer 
Sam Forde 
Phil Smith 
Dan Lasei 
Allen Taua 

U13 Manager  Clive Nightingale 

U14 Coach 
Tim Bryce 
Clive Serukai 
Steve Scoon 

U14 Manager  Nina Bryce 

U14 Girls Coach Maz Donaldson 
Ian Howlett 

U14 Girls Manager  Amanda Van De Merwe 

U15 Coach Joe Taito 
AJ Roberts 

U15 Manager  Werner Fourie 

U18 Boys Coach 
Jock Tiernan 
Kevin Venning 
James Crew 

U18 Boys Manager  Storme Smith 

Premier Grade Coaches 

Jock Tiernan 
Jerard Saunders 
Clive Serukai 
Tim Bryce 
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2022 COACHES, MANAGERS  
AND SPORTS TRAINERS 

Team / Position Name 

Premier Grade Manager Vola 
Nina Bryce 

Reserve Grade Coaches Shaun Morrison 
Jerard Saunders 

Reserve Grade Manager Ronan O'Shea 
Sandra Leef  

Lionesses Coach 
Daniel King 
Joey Claes 
Kevin Thornton 

Lionesses Manager Milson Tabakanaca 
3rd Grade Coach Joey Claes 
3rd Grade Manager Maz Donaldson 

All Abilities Coach 
Justin Arthur 
Michael Cairns 
Dave Reid 

Abilities Manager Michael Penhaligon 

Sports Medicine Team  

Nicholas Iuliano 
Brian Leung 
Elias Kim 
Isabella  
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2022 SEASON COMMITTEE 

Club President Ronan O'Shea 

Vice President (Jnr) Sandra Leef 

Vice President (Snr) Shaun Morrison 

Secretary Samantha Holt 

Treasurer Bradley Harwood 

Club Captain VACANT 

Registrar Samantha Holt 

General Members 

Craig Atthis 
Victor Yong 

Rhys Delamere 
Rosemary Ferguson 
Grant McKenzie (LM) 

Mike Penhaligon (A-Ab) 

Silver Lions 
Coordinator Mark Gidvani 

Accounts 
Samantha Holt 
Farrah Cryer 

Grounds Manager Matt Szydlowski 

Sponsorship Vacant 

Equipment Manager Matt Szydlowski 

Club House Coordinator Samantha Holt 

Merchandising Officer Vacant 
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"A HUGE thank you to all the committee 
members, coaches, managers and sports 
trainers who made the 2022 season run so 
smoothly. 
 
Without the generous donation of your many 
hours we couldn't have the continued success 
that we enjoy. 
Thanks again and see you all for 2023!!" 
 
Ronan O'Shea, 
(Club President)

2022 SEASON COMMITTEE 

Canteen Manager Emily Smith 

Media Coordinator 
Allen Taua 

Angelene Leota 

Junior Coaching 
Coordinator Vacant 

Events / Fundraising 
Manager Vacant 

Social Coordinator Vacant 
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2022 Season Review 
In 2022, SLRUFC competed in - 

• Seniors - Premier Grade, Reserve Grade, 
Women’s Community Grade (Lionesses), Third 
Grade, and Golden Oldies.  

• Juniors - U18s, U15s, U14s Girls, U14s, U13s, 
U12s, U11s, U10s, U9s, U8s, U7s/U6s.  

The season was not affected by a pandemic in 2022 
and the Seniors started in early April and Juniors in late 
April  

Our U14s qualified for the Grand Final for the third 
year in a row and took on Mandurah Pirates in a Top 2 
clash. 

In a great game, the U14s won the Grand Final with an 
exciting 27-14 win. Brilliant work team!! A deserved 
reward for all your hard work - you should be very 
proud. 

In some very exciting news, Southern Lions has been 
invited to take part in the inaugural Amateur Rugby 
World Cup in southern France in September 2023. The 
competition brings together 20 teams from around the 
world and promises to be a brilliant event. The event 
will come to Perth in 2027 ���� 

You can follow the event at 
http://festivalmondialrugbyamateur.com/en/australia/ 
or 
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https://www.facebook.com/Festivalmondialdurugbyama
teur  

Premier Grade finished in 9th place. There were some 
very close losses, a draw and our first finals place 
unfortunately was narrowly missed.  

There were some very encouraging performances 
throughout the season especially against UWA, 
Nedlands, Wests and Cottesloe. There remains a very 
strong core group for 2023 and beyond.  

A big THANK YOU to our Head Coaches Jock Tiernan 
and Jerard Saunders. Thanks for giving your all in 
2022.  

Reserves finished the season in 4th place thus achieving 
Southern Lions first semi final in the Premier 
competition. Unluckily they went down to a stacked 
Nedlands in the SF but the performance and season 
bodes well for Southern Lions. 

Thirds didn't make the finals but had a strong season 
with some good wins. 

We had many U18s playing Reserves and Thirds this 
year, and they fitted in brilliantly. The future is bright 
for Southern Lions. 

Our All Abilities team also completed a great year with 
many games at the Golden Oldies carnivals. The 
recently hosted their 2022 event and this included a 
match against the Perth Bayswater All Abilities team.  

Congratulations to all the Senior Teams and Players. 

Our Juniors had a very good season.  
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Excitingly, we have players in State 16s and 18s Boys 
squads. Paige Thornton also represented us in the State 
17s girl’s squad. This is another great sign for our club. 

Huge congratulations to all the State and Regional for 
earning their spots due to their hard work and 
undoubted talents. Work hard boys/girls and the 
benefits will come. 

Congratulations to our U18s, U15s, U14s Boys and Girls 
on making the finals in 2022. Great work teams. 
Brilliant to see for our club future. Hard luck to our 
U18s, U15s and U14s Girls who lost out in the 
Preliminary Finals. 

There is plenty of work to be done ON and OFF the field 
over the coming months, but all at Southern Lions 
should be looking forward to an exciting 2023 and the 
continued growth of our fine club. Up the Lions  

Enjoy your Summer and see you soon. 

Ronan O'Shea,  
(Club President) 

PREMIER GRADE 
The Southern Lions Premier team of 2022 showed a lot 
of positive signs throughout the season. With a few 
wins early on and some very close loses to some of the 
current top teams in the Premier Grade, the Lions 
Premier team did their best to take the lows and 
learnings, and turn it into fuel for the next game. 
When round 1 finished, the Premier team found 
themselves in 9th place on the table. The competition 
was then split into 2 groups, top 6 and bottom 7.  
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Just before round 2 was about to kick off, the Premier 
team went through a change in the coaching group as 
the head coach was replaced. The coaching group and 
playing group did well to adjust to this as quickly as 
they could. 
With 6 games left in round 2, the Premier team did well 
to come away with 4 wins and 2 loses. This result is has 
set a very good positive platform for the team heading 
into the 2023 season. 
Throughout the season we had opportunity to use a 
couple of the U18s and others from the Reserve team. 
Using this as an opportunity to help develop our senior 
players and to start demonstrating an effective junior 
pathway into senior rugby seemed to work well this 
season.  
Thank you to everyone that has been involved with the 
Premier team this season and the continual support 
from the club.  
A huge thank you to the coaching group Shaun, Tim 
and Clive who have given great in put and adjusted 
well to the coaching change that took place during the 
season. 
To all of the sponsors that have contributed to the club 
and to the senior teams, thank you very much for your 
support and it very much appreciated. 
Looking forward to the Southern Lions 2023 season. 
Jerard Saunders, Premier Grade Head coach 
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RESERVE GRADE 
Southern Lions Reserve grade team 2022 had a very 
successful season. They burst out of the blocks from 
the first game and showed that they were a team to be 
watched, winning the first 3 games comfortably and not 
suffering their first loss until Round 5. 

The season consisted of 11 wins and 6 losses and the 
team secured a great number of bonus points with 
some big wins and narrow losses. The results saw the 
team finishing in the top 4 and making Semi Finals. 

They lost to a very strong Nedlands team that 
comfortably took out the Grand Final the next week. 
The SF was very evenly balanced for 60mins, but the 
very high quality Neddies bench swung the game in the 
second half. 

A huge part of the team’s success was the experience 
of the coaches and also having a great balance of 
depth, wisdom and youth, with a number of our U18’s 
stepping up under the guidance of the leadership 
group.   

This shows the growth within the club and makes the 
2023 season look very promising. 

A special thanks to Team Managers Ronan O'Shea and 
Sandra Leef, the club’s physios, and the boys and girls 
who ran the water and the balls for us each week. 
Shaun Morrison, Reserve Grade Coach 
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WOMEN’S GRADE 
The 2022 season will be remembered for years to 
come, there were so many positives and great times 
(also great dancing by Debra) One of the main 
highlights has been the re-emergence of the "MIGHTY" 
Lionesses side with the ladies setting a benchmark for 
female rugby in our community.  
It's been a few years since we last fielded a team at 
Success, however the ladies have worked extremely 
hard all year, on and off the pitch, taking this machine 
forward. Awesome to see the progress that everyone 
has made the squad should be proud of their 
improvements also the strong culture that's been 
created between them. Many of the squad are in their 
first season of rugby, however the way they play and 
commitment at every training/game you would think 
they had been playing for years. 
What started as an idea way back in preseason when a 
few ladies discussed forming a team, finished with an 
epic win against Baysie at the Rugby WA women's 
rugby gala. The team has come a very long way in a 
short time picking up a few wins, pushing teams close 
but certainly winning the hearts of the teams we played 
with a good brand of rugby also executing the clubs 
values of PRIDE every where we went. 
The opportunity to grow our female rugby programme 
from Juniors to 14's/17's and Seniors is huge, there is 
much more work to be done but the foundation and 
connection has been established, 2023 is going to be a 
ripper! So see you all in November for some off season 
work and ETT!!! 
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Thank you to everyone that has helped us the season, 
we appreciate the clubs support and a big thanks to the 
Southern Lions Committee, Ronan, Shawn, Sandra, 
Sam and Matt, our sponsor Nurse Assist 24/7, 
supporters and our whanau for always being by our 
sides. 
A massive thanks to my friend and fellow coach Joey 
Claes on a great year, with the final thank you to the 
Lionesses, you are a special group of amazing people 
and I thank you for a great season...we showed 
everyone who we are and what we can do..they better 
watch out as we coming for them!! 
Daniel "Kingy" King, Lionesses Coach 

THIRD GRADE 
2022 was a challenging yet rewarding year for 3rd 
grade but on a whole it was a net positive for the team, 
especially in growth. The season began with uncertainty 
around COVID and demands made of us by RugbyWA 
that threatened our ability to field a team or continue 
as a club. What eventuated was a miracle of club 
culture and solidarity that lead to many faces donning 
the red white and blue. Old faces and new faces came 
together and injected life into our little family.  

When pre-season games were played, I thought that 
this would be a season that wouldn’t be viable. When 
the bulls rolled into the den and a rag tag team was 
hastily fielded including the coach, a few old heads and 
even the club president dropped the whistle and dusted 
off the boots (although the mouth remained), I was 
sure that this famine of players would lead me to 
voluntarily commit myself. 
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Testament to our culture and atmosphere at Lions, 
each week our player base grew and suddenly we had 
bench players. Our player base grew and COVID 
disruptions continued, for several weeks we fielded a 
different starting 15 every week for about 7 weeks with 
approximately 4 regular players. This meant that 
complex club-wide strategies were not suited to our 
playing group. Game plans and plays needed to be 
simplified.  

Another issue was player availability and regularity. 
Tuesday and Thursday training were not indicative of 
who we would have available to field on a Saturday. 
Often-times I am sure Maz wanted to wring my neck as 
I made changes on a Saturday morning and new 
players rocked up to join the club 10 mins before kick-
off.  

What eventuated was a core group of players emerged 
who had a similar vision and wanted to see 
improvement and growth as a mainstay of this team. 
Several players were thrown into new positions notably 
Shaun Knox joining the elite ranks of the forwards and 
Darren promoted to the king of the scrum, proving that 
even decrepit mangy old dogs can still learn new tricks.  

In spite of our setbacks and challenges, the regulars 
were able to create a reliable and strong foundation for 
the newcomers to slide easily into our patterns. A huge 
thank-you to Junior Tairea and Anthony Kingsmill for 
being a rock for the group and their stoic dedication to 
the team and the club. 
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A crucial element of our training sessions was focused 
on individual skills and our defense. This shined several 
times in the middle and later parts of our season. 
However, we were faced with some very winnable 
games that didn’t go our way by the smallest of 
margins that hit us pretty hard, especially Cottosloe 
and Joondalup. But we grew as players and 
practitioners which can be seen in the comparison 
between our outings against Palmyra. In the first round 
of the competition we were soundly dismantled root 
and stem 14-61. We ended the season with a loss 13-
28 against the same foe.  

Despite our challenges and setbacks, the future for 
Lions 3rd grade looks bright and we will hopefully  
create a stronger and more consistent side for 2023. 

Joey Claes, Thirds Grade Coach 

ALL ABILITIES 
As in previous years the program continues to grow. 
It’s patently clear that we have created much more 
than a rugby program. So much so that we offer it all 
year round. It is called the Southern Lions Rugby Union 
Sports and Personal Development Program offering, 
golf, lawn bowls and a fitness coaching programs as 
well as rugby during the season. During the rugby 
season we will train on a Tuesday night and in the off 
season will attend the club on a Wednesday night after 
Golf and Lawn bowls. The social side of our program is 
extremely important.  
This program will give our members the ongoing social 
and emotional support they are crying out for. This is a 
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costly program and all members who are covered by 
the NDIS will be billed for it’s services. None of our 
members will be out of pocket it should be factored into 
their NDIS Program.  However I hasten to add that no-
one will be excluded. There will be those who are not 
covered by the NDIS who will be supported through our 
Sponsorship Program. Our program is for All Abilities 
and covers many people not able to access the NDIS 
scheme. 
The rugby continues to thrive with the support of our 
fantastic Silver Lions. We play an exhibition game every 
other Sunday against an Oldies Barbarian side. We 
have introduced obligatory wearing of headgear this 
year which has enabled us to introduce the smoother 
tackle. The smoother tackle is a controlled tackle which 
does enable the game to be a bit more physical. Of 
course the Oldies we play against are more than aware 
of our group and play to the strengths and weaknesses 
of them. It is an extremely enjoyable experience for all 
concerned. There have been loads of complements this 
year as to how well the team’s skills have developed. It 
would be great if the club membership could support 
the team on the club Logan Bayley Shield day on the 
8th October at 2pm when they will be playing an 
exhibition game. 
The exciting news is that Perth Bayswater Rugby Union 
Club have developed an All Abilities team next year. 
They are the club north of the river and the Southern 
Lions south of the river where the All Abilities rugby can 
be experienced and developed. This is the start of a 
competition growing in WA. There are now 2 
teams/clubs in the Southern Hemisphere which cater 
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for All Abilities. The program relies on the support of 
able bodied players to coach when the game is taking 
place and this will continue as we develop. 
We are proud of our support group of ex-players and 
parents who go over and above each week to ensure 
the success of the program. Our parents and support 
staff giving back to the club by selling the sausage 
sizzle on a Tuesday night. There several people who are 
a very important part of the program, Justin Arthur 
(coach), Dave Reid (Parent, Assistant Coach and 
Sponsor), Maxine Lynn (Secretary and general “dogs 
Body”), Nigel Young (Assistant Coach) Mike (Red) 
Cairns (Manager) and of course Mark Gidvani who gives 
his time to support our Blind Player Nikora Robinson. 
Without the Southern Lions Rugby Club there would be 
no All Abilities team I would like to thank you all so 
much. People like Sam Holt wo have put up with our 
sometimes loud fun times in the bar, your 
understanding and empathy is really appreciated. 
Ronan, Sandra and Shaun for your ongoing support we 
really do thank you.  The Southern Lions All Abilities 
Team are proud to be part of the Southern Lions Rugby 
Union Club. 
Mike Penhaligon, All Abilities Coordinator 

SILVER LIONS 
With around 18 playing members we continue to thrive 
both on and off the field and are proud to hold our own 
against any team in the Golden Oldies competition. The 
hallmark of our game is camaraderie, and this has not 
been lacking, especially when we combine to play with 
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and against other teams in the true spirit of our friendly 
version of the game.  
All who have reached the grand old age of 35 are 
welcome to come and join the Silvers, especially true of 
the ladies, who helped improve our playing skills on 
several occasions this year. Also of special importance 
has been the inclusion of the All Abilities as the main 
feature in each of our bi-weekly carnivals. They are 
now a much-loved and hopefully permanent feature of 
the Oldies scene in Perth. Some of the season’s 
highlights:  
1. The new Jersey’s arriving after a redesign process 

lasting more than two years 
2. Having ex-Western Force players Matt Hodgson 

and Kieran Longbottom joining our team as 
“guests”  

3. The welcoming back of James Woodhill to the 
Silvers after an absence of 10 years  

4. Euan managing to arrange his work roster so as to 
avoid every single match so far 

5. Matt not getting getting trampled on or headbutted 
by his own players (mainly because he weasled his 
way out of playing for most of the season!) 

6. Mick’s comeback being marked by his achieving a 
new award - Mick of the Day  

7. Pat’s first season, demonstrating great machoism, 
playing through injuries and being justly deserving 
of his own hardman award  

8. Dogwash’s pirouette just before scoring a try, 
proving he still has that “special something”   

9. Nathan managing to beat his last season’s total 
number of appearances (one!)    
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10. Loss of the original Scotty to be replaced by 
another Scotty (Scotty too Hotty) 

11. Kevin Owens reaching the age of 60 and still 
playing, despite promising to give up four years 
ago.  

Sincere thanks to all our regular players who put their 
ageing bodies on the line, especially to our new 
recruits, who have confessed that their lives had been 
devoid of any real meaning before discovering Oldies 
rugby! Also to JC, whose tight grip on the purse strings 
has built our slush fund to a level which will provide 
each of us with at least one free beer during the off 
season. Last but not least a big thank you to Robert 
Fleming for providing significant and much-appreciated 
sponsorship to the Club.  
The end of this season will be especially meaningful to 
me personally as I commemorate ten years of playing 
Oldies rugby and seven immensely joyful and satisfying 
years as President of the Silver Lions. Suffering from an 
advancing state of decrepitude and ever-increasing 
signs of senility, it is with both sadness and optimism 
that I must now pass on the baton of presidential 
duties to a younger, more vigorous, and thoroughly 
deserving successor. So a warm welcome to Ian 
Sauzier as our new President, who will I am sure drive 
the Silver Lions to ever-greater heights of success and 
splendour.   
And so ends another hugely enjoyable season for the 
mighty Lions. Long may it continue. 
Cheers, 
Mark Gidvani, Silver Lions President 
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2022 Season Team Photos 
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2022 Season and Awards 
Photos 
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SEE YOU ALL AT 
 

LOGAN BAILEY CHARITY 
SHIELD AND FAMILY TOUCH 

(08/10), 
 

SOUTHERN LIONS JUNIOR 7s 
(05/11),  

 

COCKBURN ROAR TOUCH 
(12/10),  

 

and for SEASON 2023 
  

GO THE LIONS 
 

PRIDE OF THE SOUTH 
 

PASSION - RESPECT - 
INTEGRITY - DEVELOP - 

ENGAGE 
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