
More than 240 people, from some 100 separate organisations, were at Twickenham Stadium at the 
end of last month (April) for the Quilter Kids First Convention.

The event was enjoyed by a rich variety of people from clubs and schools nationwide, who shared 
experiences and examples of how they have put kids first at rugby training and matches.

All those there were from clubs and schools which have pledged to maintain five quality standards 
and there were keynote speakers, including ambassadors and World Cup winners Lewis Moody 
and Danielle Waterman, workshops, Q&As and the opportunity to run on the Twickenham turf for 
practical sessions.
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Saracens Women defeated Harlequins 
Ladies 24-20 in the inaugural Tyrrells 
Premier 15s final at Ealing Trailfinders 
Sports Ground to be crowned champions for 
the 2017/18 season.

Saracens were ahead in the opening 
five minutes thanks to a try from prop 
Sam Martinez Gion, before Harlequins 
responded through the boot of Ellie Green 
for their first points.

Sarries captain Charlotte Clapp then hit a 
superb line to race in under the posts from 
just outside the 22. Saracens got their third 
score through wing Garnet Mackinder, 
before Quins’ Holly Myers went over out 
wide making it 17-8 at the break.

Harlequins replacement Jess Breach 
then dived over for her 17th score of the 
season, but Helena Rowland’s superb break 
eventually led to Botterman going over as 
Saracens gained a fourth try.

C o n t i n u e d  o n  p a g e  2

B T  S P O R T  I N D U S T R Y  A W A R D S  F O R  R F U

The Rugby Football Union won two awards at 
the 17th BT Sport Industry Awards last month 
(April), including Governing Body of the Year.

In the new category of Sustainability 
Initiative of the Year, the RFU took home 
the award for its Rugby Energy Club, a 
series of initiatives that help community 
rugby clubs reduce club running costs and 
improve sustainability.

The evening also saw new RFU initiatives 
Inner Warrior and the Mitsubishi Motors 
Volunteer Recognition Programme short-
listed in the Community Programme of the 
Year category.

Steve Brown, RFU Chief Executive, said: 
“I’m very proud that the RFU has won these 
awards, which are testament to the continued 
hard work that all employees put in and the 
strong performances that the organisation 
continues to deliver both on and off the pitch.

“The BT Sport Industry Awards recognise 
the very best work from across our industry 
so it is fantastic to not only have been 
short-listed, including for two relatively new 
community programmes, but to come away 
with two awards.”

Talking to the media last month Steve Brown 
said that the ticketing pricing structure 
for the upcoming season will be about 
maximising Twickenham Stadium to invest 
back in the game.

Tickets are on sale for the 2018/19 season 
this month (May) and, although there will  
be a slight rise in premium ticket prices, 
there will more accessibility in pricing across 
the range. 

A d a m  C o t t i n g h a m
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There were contributions also from Kirk Vallis 
of Google, Richard Shorter, the Non-Perfect 
Dad, Richard Cheetham, from Winchester 
University and Dean Ryan, RFU Head of 
International Performance.

Said Adam Cottingham, Kids First 
Development Manager: “It was fantastic to 
bring so many people together, all of them 

working hard to put children at the heart of our 
game. There were lots of great moments and 
conversations throughout the day, and I am 
certain everyone will have taken lots of ideas 
back to their own clubs and schools. It was clear 
just how enthusiastic and committed everyone 
is about making sure young players enjoy 
rugby and this brings a real opportunity to take 
Quilter Kids First even further forward and help 

more players have fun and stay in the game for 
many years to come.”

Quilter Kids First, aimed at U7-U13 boys and 
girls, puts children first, upskills coaches and 
creates a great rugby environment, so that 
everyone enjoys and stays in the game longer. 
For further information please use this link

C o n t i n u e d  f r o m  p a g e  1

C o n t i n u e d  f r o m  p a g e  1

S A R A C E N S  W I N  F I R S T 
T Y R R E L L S  P R E M I E R

1 5 S  T I T L E

Again Quins came back to bring the game 
to within four points with 10 minutes 
remaining. With Sarries’ Poppy Cleall sent 
to the sin bin, Quins pressed late on but 
Saracens, who finished top of the table 
before the play-off semi-finals, held on to 
clinch the title.

In their two previous meetings the teams 
had won one each, Saracens winning 28-19 
at the Twickenham Stoop and Harlequins 
securing a 32-29 victory in the final round 
of the season at Allianz Park. The final 
proved another tight affair with both 
enjoying spells on top. 

Said Saracens captain Charlotte Clapp: 
“I’m so proud of everyone. It just kept 
going back and forth, Harlequins kept 
getting momentum and we just had to 
stick to it and empty the tank, it was a 
whole team effort.”

Said Harlequins Ladies co-head coach 
Gary Street: “We’re very disappointed but 
it was good for the game and a good advert 
for our sport. Hopefully, we can now take it 
to another level next year.”

C o n t i n u e d  f r o m  p a g e  1

Prices for tickets at The Home of England 
Rugby have been static for two seasons and will 
now not change for another couple of seasons.

Adult tickets will start at £25 with children’s 
tickets from £15, and for the first time children’s 
prices will be introduced at every one of the 
autumn’s Quilter Internationals. If next season’s 
prices are compared for example, it will be 14% 
cheaper for a family of four to see Australia play 
than it was last year.

Brown also announced that 16-24 year olds 
playing rugby would be eligible for a free 
ticket for the Quilter Cup game against the 
Barbarians on Sunday 27 May.

“We did some extensive research since the 
World Cup with pricing experts, fans, the 
game itself to help us to determine our plan 
and strategy around ticketing,” said Brown. 
“The economic reality of the world is there are 
plenty of things going on around the cost of the 

stadium, the investment of the stadium itself, 
things like security, the work we’ve done to 
enhance our fan experiences and then just the 
general inflation costs within the country.

“Twickenham is the engine room which powers 
investment in the game, it is underpinning our 
financial strength. We’ve significantly grown 
our investment, both in the community and 
professional game over the last five years. We’re 
not here to make money, we’re here to generate 
a return on the valuable asset we have and 
reinvest it back into the game.”

Brown also announced that the RFU will  
move one home game in the near future to  
the north of England. England last played a 
home game away from Twickenham against 
Uruguay in Manchester in 2015 and a variety  
of options are being considered.

“It is not a first but a move that we think is 
relevant to tackle some of the challenges  

people have getting to Twickenham,” he said. 

England’s three-Test tour of South Africa 
in June, after the disappointing NatWest 6 
Nations campaign, sees Brown optimistic about 
the months ahead.

“It’s always a big challenge and test going 
to South Africa and I know Eddie and the 
coaching team are looking forward to that. 
Eddie presented to both the Board and the 
Professional Game Board his review of 
the Six Nations and described what he felt 
were the things that needed to be improved 
and changed.

“The take away for me was a great deal of 
confidence in those plans to reignite the 
performances that we’d had until recent 
periods. We feel confident we’ve got a good 
plan in place and a great opportunity to do  
very well in 2019.”

G I R L S  F I N A L S  AT  E A L I N G  T R A I L F I N D E R S
Some fantastic rugby preceded the Tyrrells 
Premier 15s Final when Leek played 
Kingsbridge in the National U15 Girls Cup 
Final and Newark took on Pulborough in 
the National U18 Girls Cup Final.

In the U15s final Kingsbridge ran out 27-12 
winners, scoring five tries through Molly 
Thomas, Hallie Reid, Daisy Womack and 
two from Evie Walker. Olivia Churcher 
added one conversion to seal a deserved 
win. Leek’s Holly Fryer scored all of her 
side’s points. 

The win marked a landmark moment for 
Kingsbridge who only began their girls 
team at the club a few years ago and this 
year have had coaching sessions from Red 
Roses Izzy Noel-Smith and Poppy Leitch.

B T  S P O R T  I N D U S T R Y  A W A R D S  F O R  R F U

In the U18s final unbeaten Pulborough 
finished their season on a high with a 
comfortable 36-7 win over Newark. The 
West Sussex team scored six tries through 
Emily Robinson, Flo Robinson, Rachel 
Marchesan, Lottie Regan, Sarah Cornforth 
and Lucy Shaw-Hill.

Newark, who were hoping to do the double 
having won the U15 Cup final several years 
ago, scored first through Jess Weaver with 
the try converted by Evie Gregory, and 
held firm for the first 20 minutes before 
Pulborough pulled ahead.

The U18 winners are coached by John 
Breach, father of England player Jess who 
is a former player at the club and appeared 
for Harlequins later in the day in the 
Tyrrells final.

M I N I S T E R  F O R  S P O R T  P R A I S E S  P RO J E C T  R U G B Y
Minister for Sport Tracey Crouch recently 
praised Project Rugby for reaching out 
to local ethnic and disabled groups 
traditionally under-represented in 
rugby union.

Speaking at Streatham & Croydon RFC, 
where she was meeting local youngsters 
and club officials working together on 
Project Rugby since 2017, Crouch said: 
“We are committed to getting more 
people playing sport in their community.

“It’s great to see the Premiership and 
its clubs and the RFU working together 
to grow the game at the grassroots by 
reaching people who may have previously 
thought the sport was not for them.”

Project Rugby is a community 
programme, which aims to attract young 
people from black, Asian & minority 
ethnic communities, areas of high 
deprivation and those with disabilities to 
try rugby union and join their local rugby 
clubs. It is a joint initiative, delivered by 
Premiership Rugby clubs in consultation 
with England Rugby regional workforce 
and grassroots clubs.

Q U I L T E R  K I D S  F I R S T  C O N V E N T I O N

J o e  O g d e n

A m b e r  L e w i s

“Offering opportunities for 
underrepresented groups to play the 
sport is a key goal for the RFU,” said Steve 
Grainger, Rugby Development Director at 
the RFU. “We want to take the game into 
communities where rugby isn’t widely 
available and demonstrate not only how 

much fun the game is but the skills and 
benefits it brings a player – confidence, 
teamwork, resilience, and wellbeing to 
name a few.

“The number of people who have tried 
the sport through Project Rugby is 

testament to the strength and success 
of the programme and the RFU is 
particularly pleased that so many people 
are transitioning into local clubs and 
continuing to play rugby.”

Wayne Morris, Director of Community 
& CSR at Premiership Rugby, added: 
“Project Rugby has reached more than 
10,000 young people in our first year, 
since we launched in October 2017. The 
second year will start in the autumn and 
I’d like to thank all of those who have 
helped deliver the programme so far.”

Of more than 10,000 taking part in 
Project Rugby, nearly 850 have made 
the transition into one of over 85 RFU 
affiliated clubs.

“We’re a community club but with the 
demographic that we have it’s very hard 
to recruit from areas that generally have 
not played rugby,” explained Bob Hayes, 
Vice President of Streatham & Croydon 
RFC. “Project Rugby is one of the best 
things that has happened to this club in 
many years.”

For more information about Project Rugby please click here

Minister for Sport, Tracey Crouch

http://www.englandrugby.com/kidsfirst
http://www.projectrugby.co.uk
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F O R  E N G L A N D  A N D  S T  G E O RG E
On St George’s Day and the 100th anniversary of the death of Lt 
Cmdr Arthur Harrison RN VC, among 27 England international 
players who died in World War I and England Rugby’s only 
Victoria Cross, a group from the RFU were in Belgium to mark 
their sacrifice.

The RFU’s Great War Ambassador, Lewis Walton Moody, 
whose namesake and great-grandfather fought at the front and 
whose medals he has inherited, was alongside RFU President 
John Spencer when laying wreaths at the Menin Gate last post 
ceremony and he recited the Ode of Remembrance for the entire 
crowd gathered there.

Earlier Lewis, John and Phil Mobbs, a descendant of England 
player Edgar Mobbs, laid wreaths beneath the name of Lt Col 
Edgar Mobbs during a private RFU Service of Remembrance. 
There, Phil told of how Edgar, being judged too old for a 
commission at 32, stood on the pitch at the end of Northampton’s 
first home game of the season after the outbreak of War.

“He told the crowd ‘The time for games is over, it’s now time to 
fight for King and country, who will come with me? Two hundred 
hands went up, another 200 arrived later, and he took 400 people 
down to the recruiting office.”

Having earned seven caps for England in 1909 and 1910 after a 
stint at Olney and 234 games for Northampton, his Sportsman’s 
Battalion formed part of the Northamptonshire Regiment. 
Wounded three times and Mentioned in Despatches, Mobbs 
died at Passchendaele having been awarded the Distinguished 
Service Order. 

In the visiting group were descendants of England players 
from WWI and representatives from the British Government 
and Armed Forces Rugby Unions including Colonel James 
Philips, British Defence Attaché to the BENELUX; Colonel 
James Cook OBE, the Army Rugby Union Council Member; 
Wing Commander Peter Whiting, Royal Air Force Rugby Union 
Council Member; Commander John Cunningham (Rtd), Royal 
Navy Rugby Union Council Member; Air Vice Marshall Chris 
Moore, Royal Air Force Rugby Union Deputy Chairman and 
Brigadier Ewan Murchison, Royal Navy Rugby Union Chairman.

The Royal Navy’s Lieutenant Commander Arthur Harrison VC 
gained two England caps in the final season before the war. 
He died after volunteering for the raid on Zeebrugge in April 
1918. Having been knocked unconscious, his jaw broken, he 
nonetheless insisted on leading the assault team attempting to 
silence the enemy guns.

This was described by Commander Carpenter. “Harrison’s charge 
down the narrow gangway of death was a worthy finale to the 
number of charges which, as a forward of the first rank, he had led 
down many a rugby football ground.”

An early morning visit to the Hyde Park Cemetery and the grave 
of England captain Ronald Poulton Palmer followed. At school 
at Rugby, Ronnie played alongside Rupert Brooke, who was to 
become a war poet.

Much loved as reputedly the best rugby player of his day, he 
gained 17 England caps and captained England to the 1914 Grand 
Slam. A social reformer who strived to improve the lot of working 
men and their children, Ronnie played his final game of rugby 
in Flanders, before being killed by a sniper while supervising 
engineering work in a trench.

Taking soil from the Twickenham pitch, saved especially by the 
ground staff, and putting it near Ronnie’s headstone Lewis Moody 
said: “As England captain you came out here and died for our 
freedom. Your last words were ‘I shall never play at Twickenham 
again.’ Today I am bringing Twickenham to you.”

With Lewis two other former England captains added the 
Twickenham soil, John Spencer and World Rugby Chairman 
Bill Beaumont. Ably supported, and with the permission of the 
Commonwealth War Graves Commission, the three also took soil 
from the grave to bury beside the Twickenham pitch on 5th May, 
the anniversary of Ronnie’s death and the day of the Army versus 
Navy match.

Also in the party were descendants of the youngest and oldest 
England players to die: Sarah Duncan is the granddaughter 
of Rupert Inglis, who was awarded three England caps in 1886 
and died at 53 when, as an Army chaplain, he was tending 
the wounded on the Somme. Katie Maynard’s forebear Alfred 
Maynard was 22 when he died on the Somme leading his 
company. He played hooker in three of England’s 1914 Grand 
Slam matches.

There too were Richard and Mary Slocock, remembering Lancelot 
Noel Slocock who died in the Somme Offensive alongside 
England team mate John Abbott King, in the assault on 
Guillemont. Said Richard: “In true team spirit Jack applied to join 
Noel and they died together.”

Mary added; “The rugby family has done so much to remember 
them, which has been amazing.”

Ronald Poulton Palmer

P a t r i c i a  M o w b r a y
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Featuring on englandrugby.com and in Touchline, these stories celebrate achievements of those involved in the grassroots game.
Let us know about your remarkable people by emailing: JoeOgden@rfu.com

What does a professional footballer do when he hangs 
up his boots and has already enjoyed medal-winning 
success at Anfield, St James’ Park and Wembley?

In the case of 35-year-old Leon Ryan, the answer is 
simple – he takes up rugby – and with considerable 
success. His fellow players in Sunderland RFC’s 1st XV 
can vouch for that. 

In this, his first season, Leon has settled down at full 
back and, after a slow start, the team has moved up to 
Durham and Northumberland 2. With three satisfying 
recent victories over Newton Aycliffe (120-0), Bishop 

F RO M  W E M B L E Y  T O  A S H B RO O K E

W O M E N ’S  R U G B Y  B O O M I N G  I N  B U D E

Anybody walking along the beach in the Cornish seaside 
town of Bude recently may have got quite a shock. 

Bude Ladies, a rugby team formed last year and made up 
almost entirely of women who had never picked up a rugby 
ball before, had chosen to take their weekly training session 
to the beach. 

Ranging from farmers to office workers, Bude Ladies has 
brought together a mix of women that have become a 
driving force for the sport in North Cornwall. 

“It is absolutely incredible to think how far this team has 
come,” says Lydia Furse, Bude’s captain who joined the 
club in the summer. “The first Warrior Camp was held in 
February 2017 and 30 women came along, including several 
mums whose children played at the club.

“We’ve now played five friendly matches and will be 
entering a league for the first time next season and six 
have already gone on to represent Cornwall. I’m so proud 
of all our players, we have made this team work around 

the players’ needs and, in the process, have built the most 
amazing friendship group.”

One of Bude’s group of budding new players is local dairy 
farmer Hannah Pickhard who was raised in the area. 

“Rugby is something I’ve always loved but I’ve never 
had a chance to try around here,” says Pickhard. “When 
I saw the opportunity to try it I was so excited and it has 
been brilliant fun ever since. Our coach made it easy for 
everyone, including complete beginners like me, and that’s 
part of the reason I think it has proved so successful.”

Pickhard admits that with several of the team having a 
background in farming, they did have some experience 
when it came to the physical side of the game.

“It is fair to say that I wasn’t afraid of getting muddy or 
getting stuck in because that is what I do for a living and it 
is part of the appeal of the sport.”

For fellow newcomer Rachel Shakleton, taking up rugby has 
changed everything. “I had always gone along to Bude to 

take my son to play but never tried it myself. From that first 
Warrior Camp I knew it was going to become a big part of 
my life and I was right. My week revolves around rugby and 
the team now.”

With support from Bude RFC, as well as RFU community 
rugby coach Neil Smith and volunteer Les Cushing, Bude 
Ladies have surpassed all expectations. 

Says skipper Furse: “Rugby brings an opportunity for 
women to use their bodies in a way they’re not encouraged 
or allowed to in other sports. That physical element adds to 
the feeling of being part of a close team and is why what we 
have here at Bude is so exciting.”

Beach walkers in Bude will get used to seeing training 
sessions by the sea because it’s clear Bude Ladies are here 
to stay. The Inner Warrior campaign aims to encourage 
more women and girls to play contact rugby, teaching 
key introductory skills and drills for rugby within a non-
committal, social and fun environment.

J o e  O g d e n

Auckland (51-21) and high-flying Hartlepool (28-22) they have 
ended the season comfortably in mid-table.

Although a handful of talented teenagers have been blooded 
this season, Leon’s antics in particular have captured the 
imagination of the local Sunderland Echo. Recent reports 
have noted him ‘cutting great lines’ through attempted tackles 
‘mounting galloping counter-attacks’ and notching ‘length of the 
pitch’ scores. 

Above all – yet unsurprisingly for a former football defender – he 
has a massive boot and puts it to good use both out of hand and 
from place kicks.

As for his association football career, he had spells with 
Middlesbrough, Scunthorpe and Halifax and in the Finnish 
premier league before moving into professional non-league 
football. Here he captained Hetton Lyons to the National Sunday 
League Cup title at Anfield (one of three such titles); also 
Whitley Bay to the Tynetec Northumberland Cup at St James’ 
Park. To cap it all he was in national cup winning sides at 
Wembley on three occasions – twice with Whitley Bay and once 
with Spennymoor.

J o e  O g d e n
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Of his move into rugby Leon says, “I genuinely wish I 
took the plunge four or five years ago. I have found a new 
lease of life playing rugby. The players and staff have 
been fantastic with me since I joined and I am enjoying 
my sport more than I can ever remember.”

And 1st XV captain Joe Arrowsmith adds, “He’s a 
cracking player and has really transferred his skills”,  
and then adds with a cheeky grin, “but you can tell he’s 
a footballer!”

mailto:joeogden%40rfu.com?subject=Real%20Rugby%20Stories
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England U18s were beaten 24-14 by France in their final game of 
the Six Nations Festival in Wales.

John Fletcher’s side headed into the last fixture at Cardiff Arms 
Park off the back of two narrow defeats to Scotland and Italy in 
the development tournament.

England trailed 10-0 at half-time through a converted Theo 
Costosseque try and Remi Brosset’s penalty. Second half tries from 
JJ Tonks and Will Montgomery gave England the lead before a 
Jordan Joseph score and a penalty try won the game for France.

“It was a much-improved performance,” said Fletcher. “I thought 
it was a really good advert for U18s rugby and was played with a 
really good intent. We went ahead with not many minutes to go 
and were unfortunate to lose the game.

“We’ve played well in the first half against Scotland, the second 
half against Italy and we performed well for most of this game. 
These are young players in an environment where they are 
encouraged to try things and they will learn lots from these 
three games.”

Team England Men Sevens won the bronze medal match at 
the Gold Coast Commonwealth Games after beating South 
Africa 21-14.

The experienced squad trailed 14-0 at half-time but an 
outstanding second half comeback helped them to secure  
bronze – their first Commonwealth Games medal since winning 
silver in 2006.

Branco du Preez opened the scoring for South Africa before 
Ruhan Nel doubled their lead. In a stop-start game, England 
struggled for fluency in attack and, despite four extra minutes in 
the first half, the Blitzboks led 14-0 at half-time.

Straight from the restart Simon Amor’s side were back in the 
game when Phil Burgess latched onto Mike Ellery’s knock 
down to run in. Burgess’ second came as he benefitted from a 
loose South African lineout to level the game at 14-14 with two 
minutes left.

Captain Tom Mitchell, who also slotted all three conversions,  
then spotted space around the outside and showed his pace to 

score in the corner for the game-clinching score.

“These games are always going to be tight, especially in the 
medal matches, so our mental skills, our resilience that we’ve 
cultivated as a squad to stick in those games is what’s special, 
and that’s credit to the whole group and the work that we’ve 
done,” said Tom Mitchell.

“We’re pleased to take home the bronze medal but above all 
the heart, the fight and the work ethic of this group of players 
right across the weekend in some pretty tough conditions was 
fantastic,” said head of England Sevens, Simon Amor.

Having topped Pool B on day one with three successive  
victories over Kenya, the United States and France, England 
defeated Samoa 12-5 in the quarter-finals on Sunday to progress 
to the last four and set up a contest with Australia, losing 15-7.

England’s men went on to finish third at the Singapore Sevens 
after defeating South Africa 26-24 in the bronze medal match.

Team England Women Sevens secured their bronze medal by 
beating Canada 24-19.

England dominated possession in their final and ran in four 
tries to secure third place in the first ever women’s sevens to be 
included at the games.

England were in control in the opening exchanges and were 
rewarded following a Canada sin bin as Lydia Thompson ran 
through the defence to score. Deborah Fleming’s fourth try of 
the tournament provided England’s second before she turned 
provider for Claire Allan to cross the whitewash.

Following a Canada try just before half-time, Jess Breach 
restored the three-try advantage. Two quick-fire Canada tries 
then made for a tense finish but England were deserved winners 
of the bronze medal in Australia.

Said captain Abbie Brown: “To come out here and get a medal 
is just an amazing feeling. This is the start of something special 
and I’m so proud of all of the girls as they gave 100% out there 
and I couldn’t have asked for more.”

C O M M O N W E A L T H  G A M E S  B R O N Z E  F O R  E N G L A N D  M E N  A N D  W O M E N

E N G L A N D  U 1 8 S  G A I N  F R O M  S I X  N A T I O N S  F E S T I V A L  E X P E R I E N C E
N a b i l  H a s s a n

One of rugby union’s best known commentators Ian 
Robertson this month (May) received the RPA Special Merit 
Award at the RPA Players’ Awards in association with England 
Rugby at Battersea Evolution, London. 

The former Scotland fly half, who has spent 46 years with 
the BBC, joined a distinguished list of winners, including 
Lawrence Dallaglio, Will Greenwood, Jason Robinson and 
Jason Leonard, recognised for their outstanding contribution 
to the game in England.

The legendary commentator, who will call time on his 
illustrious broadcasting career in December at the end of the 
2018 Quilter Internationals, began working for the BBC in 1972 
before being appointed the official rugby union correspondent 
in 1983.

Since then, the 73 year old has covered every Rugby World 
Cup for the BBC since the tournament began in 1987, 
including delivering the immortal lines as Jonny Wilkinson 
sent his drop goal between the posts to seal England’s 
dramatic 20-17 victory over Australia to secure the 2003 Rugby 
World Cup.

Making his Test debut against England in 1968, Ian made 
eight appearances for Scotland from 1968 to 1970, with the 
talented fly half playing a key role in Scotland’s famous 
14-5 Calcutta Cup victory over England during the 1970 
Five Nations.

Ian said: “One good commentary for the BBC in 46 years and 
lo and behold I receive the 2018 RPA Special Merit Award. 
In brief I feel honoured, humbled, surprised beyond belief, 
thrilled and very grateful. Thank you Jonny for kicking that 
drop goal in 2003, and thank you to the RPA for making an old 
man very happy.”

W O R L D  C U P 
G L O RY

Scunthorpe Rugby Club’s recent girls’ festival saw 127 
players from the U13 and U15 age groups in clubs from 
Lincolnshire, Nottinghamshire and South and East 
Yorkshire enjoying the event at Heslam Park.

Part of the Notts, Lincs & Derbys Girls Festival Series, 
the event involved many new teams, among them squads 
like the one from Scunthorpe which was established from 
work done with CBRE All Schools. 

The day was a huge success, with great skills and great 
rugby on display in matches refereed by young match 
official and son of Scunthorpe Club President, Sam 
Yates, officiating alongside his dad Mal, Andy Taylor and 
Andy Grey. 

Scunthorpe Girls Team Manager Jo Drapier said, 
“We’ve been building the girls section at the club for a 
couple of years now, and we were so proud to see their 
development. With all the girls pulling together and 
representing the club, it was a very proud moment for me 
and for the coaches, Trisa Mahoney, Becky Clarke and 
Arline Danby. We are also grateful to all the volunteers 
who helped in the organising and running of the day.”

Girls section sponsor, Pete Roberts from Xpedite, added, 
“We are extremely happy to have been able to sponsor 

S C U N T H O R P E  G I R L S  A  C R E D I T  T O  T H E  C L U B

the girls section this year, and have really seen the 
volunteers’ hard work, and would like to give them all a 
huge pat on the back. The way in which the girls, across 
all the teams, represented themselves and their clubs 
made it a huge honour to be involved.”

The Scunthorpe girls section trains twice a week, on 
Thursdays 6-7:15pm and Sundays 11-12:30pm at Heslam 
Park. If you are interested please contact the Team 
Manager Jo Drapier on 07818 050378 or like their 
Facebook Page for more details: SRUFC Girls

N a t h a n  M i d d l e t o n
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Adam Braverman touched the lives of many 
in the rugby family and all who knew, loved 
and lost him in April last year, when he died 
just before reaching his 30th birthday, want his 
legacy to continue.

Adam’s joy of life, sport and friendship has 
inspired his friends, family and the Worth Old 
Boys RFC to organise a charity rugby match 
on the 9th June 2018 at Reeds Weybridge RFC 
in his memory. The event will raise money in 
Adam’s name for two great charities: Wooden 
Spoon, the children’s charity of rugby who are 
transforming the lives of children and young 
people with a disability or facing disadvantage 
across the UK & Ireland through the power 
of rugby. The other charity, Shallow Water 
Blackout Prevention, are raising awareness 
to the little known danger called Shallow 

A LWAY S  AT  T H E  H E A R T  O F  T H E  R U G B Y  FA M I LY

run it again, pointing out they never specified 
a time limit!

So far Adam’s friends and family have raised 
£24,643 on Adam’s just giving page for Wooden 
Spoon, knowing how much he loved sport and 
helping others.

www.justgiving.com/fundraising/adam-
braverman

Anyone can add to that total or, better still, join 
Adam’s family, friends and team mates on 9th 
June when, alongside the match, there will be 
various stalls and children’s entertainment.

Water Blackout. Its USA ambassador, the 
most decorated Olympian of all time, Michael 
Phelps, is championing for greater education 
and awareness of the danger. Further details 
on the charities can be found at www.
shallowwaterblackoutprevention.org and  
www.woodenspoon.org.uk

Adam, having been an outstanding sportsman 
throughout his school days, started playing 
for the Worth Old Boys (WOBs) RFC shortly 
after leaving Worth school in 2005, going on to 
become the 1st XV captain in 2015, and Club 
Captain in 2016.

An overwhelming number of friends, family, 
Worthians, (particularly from the WOBS 
RFC), including many of his former teachers, 
celebrated Adam’s life in the Abbey Church last 

May. His friends Stefan Humphries and Angus 
Brown shared the eulogy, accompanied by a 
gospel choir singing ‘Swing Low Sweet Chariot’ 
in honour of Adam’s love of rugby as well as 
‘You’ll Never Walk Alone’ in memory of his 
support of Liverpool FC.

One of Adam’s close friends, Phil Giannecchini, 
has already gone on to run the Amsterdam 
Marathon in 3:01.22, raising funds for Wooden 
Spoon. He was heavily motivated having  
earlier announced to Adam his intention to run 
the marathon in sub three hours, and Adam 
betting he wouldn’t achieve it. Phil intends to 

Last month saw almost 100 Warrior Camps across the country welcome hundreds of 
women who were getting involved in rugby for the first time.

A surprise player at the Esher Warrior Camp was England’s Rachael Burford who 
joined in the session and inspired all those there to unleash their inner warrior. 
There was also a celebratory Warrior Camp held at Ealing Trailfinders ahead of the 
historic inaugural Tyrrells Premier 15s final.

The Inner Warrior campaign has been shortlisted for the Women’s Sport Trust 
#BeAGameChanger Awards in the Inspiring Initiative (National) category – please 
vote for it using this link

WA R R I O R S  G A L O R E !
E l i z a b e t h  B o x

Market Harborough Rugby Club recently handed a £1,000 cheque to the Air Ambulance 
service, a lifesaving provision which receives no government funding. 

Phil Jarvis, Club Chairman, said “We are pleased to have the air ambulance as our chosen 
charity. We really appreciate the rapid response times to medical emergencies with some of 
these incidents taking place on our local sports grounds.”

M A R K E T  H A R B O RO U G H
S U P P O R T S  A I R  A M B U L A N C E

During the recent Rugby Europe U18 
tournament in Poland and the Rugby Europe 
U20 tournament in Portugal, RFU match 
officials performed strongly and were appointed 
to the final in both events.

Jack Lewars, RFU National Panel & London 
Referee Society, having recently made his 
league debut in National League 1, refereed the 
U18 final when Georgia beat France 8-3. Neil 
Chivers, RFU National Panel & North Midlands 
Referee Society took charge of the U20 final, 
when Portugal beat Spain 25-3 to qualify for 
the 2018 World Rugby U20 Trophy. Neil has 
regularly refereed in National League 1 this 
season as well as in the British & Irish Cup, and 
was rewarded with his first game in the Greene 
King IPA Championship last month (April).

Said Gareth Thomas, RFU Match Official Panel 
Development Officer, “Both Jack and Neil have 
shone in groups of match officials containing 
some up and coming talent from the other 

Six Nations and Rugby Europe countries. The 
efforts of both were a credit to themselves, but 
also to the workforce that has supported them 
throughout their refereeing journey.”

More English referees were making history 
overseas by flying the flag at the World 
7s Series in Hong Kong, where Katherine 
Ritchie refereed in the Women’s World 7s 
Series Qualifiers and Richard Haughton 
in the men’s tournament. Sara Cox took 
charge of the epic sevens gold medal match 
in the first ever Women’s 7s event at the 
Commonwealth Games.

Said RFU Match Official Development 
Manager, Michael Patz: “The number and 
level of appointments for our English referees 
confirms our status in world match officiating 
and is very good news for our outstanding 
referees and everyone supporting them and 
working to help their development and that of 
other up and coming referees.”

R F U  R E F E R E E S  F LY I N G  T H E 
F L A G  O V E R S E A S

https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/adam-braverman
https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/adam-braverman
http://www.shallowwaterblackoutprevention.org
http://www.shallowwaterblackoutprevention.org
http://www.woodenspoon.org.uk
http://www.womenssporttrust.com/bagc2018/
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An England Women U18 sevens squad who represented 
Great Britain U18 were beaten 22-0 by France in the final of 
Rugby Europe U18 Championship in Vichy. The tournament 
also doubled up as a Youth Olympic qualifier, with 16 teams 
competing and France securing a place at the Games in Buenos 
Aires, Argentina in October this year.

Great Britain had victories over Georgia (52-0), Russia (31-0) and 
Sweden (54-0) to seal a place in the quarter-finals where they 
beat the Netherlands 29-0 before a 15-0 semi-final win over Italy.

The final was a hard-fought contest under tough conditions, and 
after trailing 10-0 at the break, the team could not overturn the 
deficit, with France emerging victorious.

“We’re really disappointed not to have secured the win against 
France and the experience of playing in the Youth Olympics but 
the overriding emotion from across the weekend is a great sense 
of pride in what we have achieved in such a short space of time,” 
said Team GB U18 head coach James Cooper.

G B  U 1 8  W O M E N  R E A C H  R U G B Y  E U R O P E  F I N A L

R E F E R E E S  G R E AT  E X P E R I E N C E  T H A N K S  T O
M I T S U B I S H I  M O T O R S  V O L U N T E E R  R E C O G N I T I O N  P RO G R A M M E

Brandon Staples of Yorkshire Carnegie was 
last month (April) suspended for a period 
of four years from all sport following the 
decision of an independent national anti-
doping panel.

Staples tested positive for the presence of 
three steroids including Dehydrochloromethyl-
Testosterone, Metandienone and Stanozolol.

The 20-year-old South African was tested 
after a training session on 9 August 2017 at 
his club and his urine sample returned an 
Adverse Analytical Finding (AAF).

Staples claimed the AAF was a result of 
consuming a nutritional drink in South 
Africa while on holiday in May 2017.

The period of ineligibility has been 
applied from 7 September 2017 – the date 
of the provisional suspension – until 6 
September 2021.

Stephen Watkins, RFU Anti-Doping and 
Illicit Drugs Programme Manager, said: 
“This is the first failed test for a performance 
enhancing substance in English professional 
rugby since 2011 and a reminder to all that 
we cannot be complacent in our efforts to 
keep rugby a clean sport.

“Education and deterrence remain core 
pillars to our anti-doping strategy and we 
must ensure we continue to educate players 
of the risks involved in supplementation. 
Ultimately individuals are responsible for 
what they put into their bodies and this case 
highlights what can happen if a player is 
not vigilant.”

The case was first heard by an independent 
panel including Mark Hovell (Chair), Blondel 
Thompson and Lorraine Johnson. 

The case also went to an appeal panel which 
included Robert Englehart QC (Chair), 
Kitrina Douglas and Carole Billington-Wood.

F O U R - Y E A R  B A N
F O R  D O P I N G C h a r l o t t e  H a r w o o d

Six volunteer referees from across the country 
recently spent two days with RFU professional 
referees at Twickenham Stadium in recognition 
of the time and commitment they give to the 
game in their communities. This new addition 
to the England Rugby Mitsubishi Motors 
Volunteer Recognition Programme was part 
of recognising volunteers with a range of 
exclusive rewards.

Led by the RFU’s professional game match 
officials team, the two-day sessions, which are 
held after every Aviva Premiership weekend, 
were attended by volunteers who shadowed 
professional referees during their regular 
training and review days. The volunteers 
observed game review sessions where 
professional referees dissected decisions 
made in matches the previous weekend to 
reflect, discuss choices as a team and identify 
opportunities to continue learning and 
developing as a unit.

Strength and conditioning coaches put the 
professional referees through their paces in 
the gym during two-hour sessions each day, 
watched by the volunteers, who then joined 
a touch rugby session with the professionals. 
This saw them working as a team on coherence, 
and focused on the competitive side of 
refereeing. During the two days there were 
also meetings with television match officials, 
coaching staff and a behind the scenes tour of 
the stadium.

Harvey Knight, from Loughborough University, 
said: “It was a fantastic opportunity and I feel 
honoured to have been put forward to attend. 
The access we had was unbelievable and I 
have learnt so much. The attention to detail 
and honesty of the team is commendable and 
they made me feel like a part of the process. 
I hope to take what I have learned into my 
refereeing career.”

A m b e r  L e w i s

Dean Crossley from Basingstoke RFC and 
Hampshire RFU added: “The meetings at 
Twickenham were hugely informative and 
went into the sort of detail no fan or amateur 
could ever imagine. The professional referees 
are incredibly down to earth and made us all 
feel really welcome. The opportunity to play 
touch was a great chance to see how the group 
work together and compete with each other 
in what can only be described as a close knit 
team of professional athletes. The dynamics 

between the professional referees, coaches, 
assistant referees and TMOs were clearly built 
on honesty and trust, meaning that the best 
possible results are being delivered on the 
pitch. We were all grateful for the help and 
guidance on what we need to do to progress to 
the highest level we can achieve.”

Volunteer referees there included: Phil Bygrave 
– Manchester and District Referees Society; 
Dean Crossley – Basingstoke RFC & Hampshire 

RFU; Harvey Knight – Loughborough 
University; Nick Palmer – Gloucester and 
District Referees Society; Simon O’Neil – 
Northumberland Referees Society; Matt Sharpe 
– Hertfordshire Referees Society.

For more information on the Mitsubishi Motors 
Volunteer Recognition Programme visit  
www.englandrugby.com/mmvrp

Recognised for their dedication to the age 
grade game, ten Real Rugby Hero award 
winners received their awards pitch side at the 
Schools Cup finals in Twickenham Stadium.

This year there were over 40 nominations, 
highlighting the games’ appreciation for all the 
volunteers working hard within school, college 
and club rugby. From coaching to cooking, the 
citations received demonstrate all the tasks, 
big and small, that volunteers carry out to 
support the players. In addition to their day at 
Twickenham, the award winners received four 
tickets each to watch England vs Barbarians for 
the Quilter Cup in May.

Said Andrew Wilesmith, England Rugby 
Football Schools Union Executive member; 

R E A L  R U G B Y 
H E RO E S 

H O N O U R E D
S t e p h a n i e  G i l e s

“The awards give us a chance to say thank  
you to the many thousands who go above 
and beyond to deliver the sport, providing so 
many young people a positive first experience 
of rugby.”

Congratulations to 2018’s winners:  
Andrew Sharp – Rednock School, Emma 
Webster – Sutterton Fourfields Primary School,  

John Yorke – Copleston High School,  
Kyle Fiddler – St Simon Stock Catholic School, 
Marc Watchman-Atkinson – Houghton RFC, 
Claire Jackson – Trinity School, Owen Lucas –  
St John’s RC Primary School, Paul Cooper – 
Aylesford School, Russell Taylor –  
Oasis Academy Coulsdon, Steve Smith – 
Nottingham RFC.

http://www.englandrugby.com/mmvrp
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S H E F F I E L D  F R I E N D S  H O S T  C H A R I T Y  R U G B Y  C O M P E T I T I O N
Every week in the UK at least 12 young people 
die of undiagnosed heart conditions. To raise 
awareness of this, a Sheffield based charity 
recently hosted its second charity event, Fancy 
Touch 2018.

Fancy Touch, a fancy dress touch rugby 
competition at Abbeydale Sports Ground, 
Sheffield, is helping to support young people 
between 14-35 to be checked for potential heart 
defects, followed by necessary treatment and 
recovery. The event raises money for Cardiac 
In The Young (CRY) who offer free heart scans 
for young people at local scanning events to 
help reduce the number of sudden deaths in 
young people.

Fancy Touch 2018 was a roaring success, with 
over £5,000 having been raised so far, and, with 
more donations still coming in, the response 
has been amazing. Twenty teams braved the 
rain and cold to play, with a wide range of age 
groups, abilities and fancy dress options at one 
fantastic event. 

The money raised has covered the cost of the 
next scanning day at Abbeydale Sports Centre 
later in the year, and is well on it’s way to 
covering the following scan as well. The money 
raised by Fancy Touch in 2017 helped fund the 
first scanning day at Abbeydale where CRY 
identified six young people with potential heart 
issues, who are all now getting treated and 
supported through the charity.

Tom Speddings and Claire Bland set up the 
event in 2017 following the death of Claire’s 
partner, Matthew Wright, who died suddenly of 
a probable heart defect on 8th May 2016, just 10 
days before his 28th birthday. 

“Matt was an avid rugby fan and my team mate 
in the Sheffield RUFC 3rd team and we had also 
lost Darren O’Neil in 2015,” said Tom. “With 
these losses in mind, along with that of one of 
the U14 team due to heart issues in 2015, we 
decided to find a way to honour these players, 
raise awareness and raise money. Fancy Touch 
was born, to help ensure no one else has to 

go through the same pain of losing friends 
and family due to heart defects that could 
be avoided.”

Sheffield local scanning days are organised by 
Elaine Ward, who has an overall memorial fund 
in the name of her son, Neil Ward, who passed 
away suddenly in 1992, aged 17. Elaine has 
been raising money through CRY in his name 
since 2014 and has organised 15 screenings 
so far, with over 1,000 scans, with four more 
screenings arranged for later this year.

Any and all donations towards this great cause 
are welcome. 

Facebook: www.facebook.com/fancytouch

Website: www.fancytouch.co.uk

JustGiving: www.justgiving.com/
fundraising/fancytouch2018

CRY website: www.c-r-y.org.uk

E N G L A N D  S T U D E N T S  T E S T E D  A G A I N S T  F R A N C E

An extra-time thriller saw Exeter Women beat 
Hartpury 35-32 in a memorable Twickenham final. 
After just two minutes, Hartpury’s Fiona McIntosh 
powered her way through to score and make it 5-0. 
Exeter responded through England U20s player 
Poppy Leitch who scored in the corner. Her U20s 
teammate Lagi Tuima then kicked Exeter ahead 
after 16 minutes when her side were awarded a 
penalty in front of the posts.

Red Roses star Ellie Kildunne then carved her way 
through to put Hartpury ahead once again, with 
the conversion slotted by captain Sarah Nicholas. 
And the skipper extended the lead minutes later, 
scoring a try of her own to make it 17-8.

Exeter co-captain Clara Nielson scored the first of 
her superb hat-trick after 33 minutes to bring the 
score to 17-13. But Hartpury continued to respond, 
a loose ball was collected by winger Kelly Smith 
who touched down to make it 22-13 at the break.

E X E T E R  E D G E  H A R T P U RY  I N  B U C S  W O M E N ’S  S U P E R  R U G B Y

England Students lost their second match 
against France Universities 22-37, having lost 
their first 24-25 earlier in the week.

England dominated the early possession and 
Max Clementson broke through for a try, 
converted by Wil Partington in the fourth 
minute. France responded on the stroke of 
seven minutes as Oktay Yilmaz touched 
down over the line, but England retained 
their lead as the opposition couldn’t make 
the conversion. 

However, the tide was turning in France’s 
favour and a 15th minute penalty from Delord 
gave them their first lead, 8-7. Partington 
responded for England, sending a kick 
sailing between the posts to make it 10-8 in 
favour of England Students. But after half 
an hour of play it was France who led 15-10 
thanks to Thomas Bordes bulldozing over 
the line. 

Then a botched England lineout on the 
French 22 resulted in the hosts racing down 
the pitch and increasing their lead to 22-10. 
Partington missed a difficult penalty for 
England and Delord missed another, but 
the French kicker redeemed himself with a 
penalty to mark half time.

Exeter co-captain Hannah Gascoigne then 
collected a superb pass from Tuima to cross the 
line and make it 18-22 after 55 minutes. The back 
and forth continued through Hartpury’s Sophie 
Tandy who scored under the posts to bring it to  
27-18. Exeter’s Nielson set up a tense final 10 
minutes when she went over for her second with 
Tuima adding the extras to narrow Hartpury’s lead 
to just two points.

And in the dying moments, with Exeter applying 
the pressure, Nielson went over once again 
to complete her hat-trick with Tuima again 
converting. It wasn’t quite over however. With the 
final play of the match, Tandy scored her second 
of the game to bring the scores level at 32-32 and 
take the game to extra time. 

With both sides tiring, the final 20 minutes of 
extra time were tense and a penalty from Tuima 
proved the difference. Hartpury were unable to 
muster a comeback and the score finished 35-32.

At Bradford on Avon rugby club, the emphasis 
is very much on fun and coaches believe that 
enjoyment is the way to keep young players in 
the game. At the recent Bournemouth Festival 
their U13s picked up the trophy but, while 
Eddie Haynes was delighted with his team’s 
performance, he clearly appreciated the ice 
cream as much.

Said his dad Chris: “The picture epitomises what 
we aspire to when coaching and encouraging 
children to play rugby! Which is he happier 
about… his team winning the Festival or the ice 
cream? As a coach and former Youth Chairman 
at our club, we have instilled and reinforced 
an ethic of fun and inclusivity into our rugby 
coaching across the board. You only create 
good rugby if the players are having fun. The 
performance from our boys epitomised this and 
we’re rightly proud of the team’s performance, for 
it was the team that won, not any individual, and 
they won in good spirit!”

R U G B Y  C O N E S
A L L  R O U N D

Down 25-10 at the break, England were dealt 
a huge blow as Remi Cervantes scored for 
France within a minute of the restart, and 
the conversion made it 32-10. France scored 
their fifth try from a lineout, forming a strong 
maul and driving over the line. With about 
twenty minutes left, and down by 27 points, 
England scored through No.8 Oli Robinson 
from a scrum. 

French flanker Thibault Ramp was sent off 
with just over 10 minutes to go, and England 
made use of the space on the right wing, 
finding Manchester sub Charlie Reed to 
score. Sam Leeming made the conversion 
and England were within 15 points with 10 
minutes remaining. But unfortunately for the 
English, Reed’s try was their last try of the 
tour, as time ran out and the French took a 
37-22 win. 

Head coach Aaron James said, “We’re 
obviously disappointed. France beat us at 
the lineout and the scrum, and they attacked 
really hard. Coming to France is a very hard 
trip, but it’s been a learning experience, and 
the development is what the programme’s 
all about. I think the players and staff have 
learned a lot about physicality and the mental 
approach from matches like this, it just goes 

up another level from what they’ve had in the 
BUCS Super League.”

The match was also the last for James as 
England Students coach, after spending six 
years with the programme, and he spoke 
highly of the set-up.

“Hopefully I’ve progressed it. I’ve enjoyed 
it, it’s been a fantastic role and I’m proud 
to have led it. The recent history shows 

that this programme helps develop a lot 
of players further into the university and 
college game, but also into the English 
rugby game, particularly Championship, 
National One, National Two, and occasionally 
the Premiership.

“I’ll miss it and I was fortunate to have good 
coaches and support staff around me. But it’s 
time for someone else to have a shot at it and 
that’s what the programme’s all about.”

J o e  O g d e n

J o e  O g d e n

http://www.facebook.com/fancytouch
http://www.fancytouch.co.uk
http://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/fancytouch2018 
http://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/fancytouch2018 
http://www.c-r-y.org.uk
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As part of Hayward Heath RFC’s 60th 
anniversary celebrations, the Board members, 
kitted out by Mitsubishi Motors in matching 
volunteers’ aprons, served up a free three-
course curry supper to the club’s army 
of volunteers. 

Chairman Mark Newey said, “As with every 
rugby club, the volunteers are the very heart 
and soul of Hayward Heath RFC and without 
their dedication and hard work we simply 
could not function. We wanted to say thank 
you as well as try to encourage more people  
to get involved and help ensure the club’s 
future prosperity.”

With the largest mini and junior contingent 
in West Sussex, there was no shortage of age 
group volunteers lining up for papadums, 
BBQ kebabs and a choice of three curries – all 
washed down with complimentary ice-cold 
beer. Sitting alongside coaches and age group 
administrators were the volunteers who work 
tirelessly within and around the clubhouse, 
whether changing the scoreboard, running 
the line or producing the programme for 
home matches.

The Board, who are also all volunteers, were 
strangers to mass catering with backgrounds 

ranging from a bank manager to pet 
microchipper. Despite the complete lack of 
experience, and assisted by the Treasurer’s 
wife, Sally, who chopped onions and garlic for 
five hours, the evening was a huge success 
and enjoyed by all.

Club Commercial Director Phil Herbert, 
added, “Although this was a new initiative for 
the club and the team had never cooked for so 
many before, the evening was a huge success 
and gave everyone a sense of the scale of the 
task the Board faces in running the club day 
to day. We made so much curry we not only 
fed the 70-odd volunteers that evening but 
had enough left over to feed 80 players and 40 
juniors over the weekend!”

Jill Loader, from England Rugby’s Mitsubishi 
Motors Volunteer Recognition Programme, 
said, “We were delighted to be able to support 
the volunteers’ curry feast at Heath RFC in 
some small way – the Board looked resplendent 
in their matching Mitsubishi aprons. I would 
like to remind all clubs that they can nominate 
individual volunteers for a range of unique 
gifts, pre-match hospitality at Twickenham or 
reward experiences provided by Mitsubishi 
Motors working with England Rugby.”

H A Y W A R D  H E A T H  B O A R D  C U R R I E S  F A V O U R 
W I T H  V O L U N T E E R S  A N D  P L A Y E R S

Red Roses back Danielle Waterman has retired from international rugby at sixth 
on the all-time list of England Women’s appearances with 82 caps. She is also 
one of the leading Red Roses try scorers, having crossed the line 47 times.

The Wasps Ladies FC full back made her Test debut at 18, England’s youngest 
ever player at the time, and went on to feature in four Women’s Rugby World 
Cups, was a try-scorer in the 2014 World Cup win and also played sevens for 
Team GB at the 2016 Olympic Games.

She has played for Team Northumbria, Henley, Worcester and Bristol and will 
carry on playing club rugby at Wasps next season in the Tyrrells Premier 15s. 
With her father Jim Waterman, also a full back, playing over 400 games for Bath 
Rugby, rugby was a huge part Waterman’s life growing up. Both her dad and 
mum coached her at various points.

“It has been an incredible journey and a true honour to be a Red Rose for the 
past 15 years,” said Waterman. 

England Women’s head coach Simon Middleton said: “Nolli is the ultimate 
England player. She’s been an absolute inspiration to coach and she’s an 
inspiration for anybody that’s watched her play. She’s what an England player 
should be.”

Red Roses flanker Izzy Noel-Smith is also retiring from international and club 
rugby. The 29-year-old Bristol Ladies forward made her England debut in 2011 
and won 42 caps for her country.

W A T E R M A N  R E T I R E S  F R O M 
I N T E R N A T I O N A L  R U G B Y

N a t h a n  M i d d l e t o n

P I R AT E S  TA C K L E  P L A S T I C

Working in liaison with members of the Plastic 
Free Penzance and Surfers Against Sewage 
organisations, the Cornish Pirates have been 
helping in the recent ‘Big Spring Beach Clean’.

A group of squad members and club 
representatives helped tackle the plastic 
problem, along with other debris, spotted 
ashore on the coast from Marazion east to 
Trenow Cove.

Following the beach clean, Rachel Yates from 
Plastic Free Penzance said: “A total of 180 
volunteers turned out to help clean Mounts 
Bay’s coastline, making it Surfers Against 
Sewage’s most successful beach clean yet. 

“Our thanks to the Pirates contingent for their 
support, which included removing rope and 
netting tangled among rocks, plus hauling up a 
massive net to the top of the beach. Such input 
was hugely appreciated, and we hope the team 
can get involved in more cleans going forward.” 

Said Cornish Pirates media officer Phil Westren: 
“For us, the beach clean provided such a really 
good insight. All the lads got stuck in and 
everyone found it an interesting and worthwhile 
exercise. We also appreciated the help given us 
by Lawrence Smith from Ocean High.”

Player Alex Cheesman, who is already a 
member of a beach clean group that his wife 
Abbie established at Polurrian Cove, added: “It 
is of enormous credit to Plastic Free Penzance 
and to Surfers Against Sewage that they have 
started action here in Cornwall, which everyone 
should feel obligated to support.

“We all have a part to play to create changes, 
and through education and increased public 
awareness let’s hope that dramatic reductions 
can be witnessed and sustained worldwide 
to help create a much better and cleaner 
environment to live in.”

For more information please visit  
www.plasticfreepz.co.uk and www.sas.org.uk

A 21-point haul in the second half wasn’t 
enough for Cardiff Met to beat Hartpury 
College in the men’s BUCS Super Rugby final, 
with the Gloucestershire side scoring a try in 
the final seconds to win 27-24. 

Hartpury dominated the first half, scoring 
two tries through Maliq Holden who sprinted 
over after 10 minutes and Alex Forrester who 
added their second with five minutes left in 
the half. Fly-half Sam Leeming added the two 
conversions as well as slotting two penalties 
to give Hartpury a 20-0 lead and a seemingly 
comfortable gap. 

However Cardiff weren’t out of it. A penalty 
from Harry Johnston gave them their first 
points of the game going into the break and 
they had all the momentum in the second half.

Two tries in the opening 10 minutes after 
the break from forwards Harry Seward and 
Aled Ward brought them right back into the 
game with Hartpury’s lead cut to 20-17 with 30 
minutes left. 

Cardiff’s astonishing turnaround continued 
with a remarkable team effort which led  
to replacement Jac Arthur touching  
down. Johnston once again converted to  
make it 24-20. 

The final 10 minutes saw Cardiff try to hold out 
as Hartpury battled to find a way over the line. 
The Gloucestershire side had a try held up with 
a minute left on the clock before hooker Luke 
Stratford was driven over with seconds to go. 
Leeming once again converted to make it 27-24 
to Hartpury. 

H A R T P U RY  H O L D  O F F  C A R D I F F 
M E T  I N  M E N ’S  F I N A L

J o e  O g d e n

http://www.plasticfreepz.co.uk
http://www.sas.org.uk
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R E F E R E E I N G  I S  A  S H AW  T H I N G
Queueing up for lunch one day, 
Dominic Shaw was tapped on the 
shoulder and told to go to rugby trials 
after school. He did, not knowing much 
about the game, but that month he 
started at tight-head prop and ended 
up playing the whole season. A strange 
start to what is now an integral part of 
his week. 

Following on from school rugby, where 
he continued in the front row, he joined 
Wellingborough Rugby Football Club, 
who not only had a surfeit of props, but 
also three other players named Dominic! 
And so his alter-ego Shawsy was born, 
a deceptively fast number 8 with a pick-
and-go which drove 53 tries over the line 
that season. 

Although he moved back to the front 
row the next year, he’s played in a 
number of positions for the club, 
getting to know how the pack works 
and has also met a variety of referees 
– traditional and more modern – and 
learnt how they handled the game and 
incidents on the pitch.

Refereeing opportunities came 
firstly through the house system at 
Northampton School for Boys, where  
he volunteered to officiate the lower 
years after school. He also booked 
himself on an RFU England Rugby 
Refereeing Award, one of the regular 
Young Match Officials courses hosted in 
the East Midlands.

He started to build on opportunities: a 
cancelled match meaning he could ref 
another game; a younger brother just 
starting the game presenting a chance 
to learn the different regulations for 
the younger age group games. He’s 
also enjoyed a three-week tour to New 
Zealand and Australia.

As part of the RFU’s Young Ambassador 
programme, he logs coaching and 
refereeing hours each week and intends 
to continue through university where, 
when he isn’t playing, he can help run 
the line, or take charge of matches.

L O N G  E AT O N  TA C K L E  P L AY E R  R E T E N T I O N
Derbyshire based Long Eaton Rugby Club is launching an 
innovative player transition scheme for next season to tackle 
youth rugby player drop-out.

The club, just promoted for the second year running, in 
response to reports of player drop-out between the ages of 
15-21 at club level has decided to make first team player, Paul 
Wakefield, their first Transition Officer. He will support each 
player aged 16-18 with all aspects of their personal development 
as well as their rugby, including education, family and careers.

Recognising that possible contributing factors to player drop-
off are leaving school, starting work, moving away or full-time 
university education, Long Eaton will work with their teenage 
players discussing their options and increasing involvement of 
younger age groups within adult sessions to ensure a smoother 
transition into men’s rugby. The club is to keep 50% of under 16 
players within the club or the sport by the age of 20.

A mentor system has also been implemented by Long Eaton’s 
management team, to be overseen by Paul. It will support and 
encourage young players through their transition period and 
promote the benefits of joining the adult teams. Each of the 19 
mentors involved is a member of Long Eaton first or second 
team and positions will be paired together, which will also help 
improve young players’ rugby skills.

Chris Brookes, Chairman and Development Manager at Long 
Eaton Rugby Club, said: “Although we enjoy the senior teams 
winning and playing the best rugby possible, our ultimate 
goal as a club is to retain players, from young children up to 
adult level, and watch them develop on both a personal and 
professional level. If we can play even a small part in a player’s 
journey, then we can consider that a great achievement.

“Through our mentoring scheme, our men’s team players will 
be able to create productive and lasting relationships with our 
players aged 16-18, whether that’s introducing the fun and social 
elements of the club, improving their strategic thinking, giving 
advice on juggling work and rugby or just helping them with 

their passing skills. We’re pleased that so many of our players 
have opted to become mentors to put this into practice.

“Life skills gained through rugby, together with our sports core 
values, are essential in nurturing youngsters not only in rugby 
but the community too. This initiative will enhance this and keep 
young people in our sport and community.”

Long Eaton will now refer to their 16-18-year-old players as the 
‘Transition Squad’ and provide the option of letting the under 16 
team train alongside their mentors to encourage further learning 
and development. The club will also offer an additional training 
session to this age group each week.

Notts, Lincs & Derbys’ recent Colts Festival was enjoyed by all, with young 
match officials Sam Yates, Harry Wilkinson-Roberts, James Kennett and 
Aidan Baker-Johal taking charge of matches, supported by the NLD Referee 
Society’s Chris Johnson and Paul Carroll. 

Said RFU Community Rugby Coach David Cotton-Betteridge: “The young 
referees were brilliant on the day and instrumental to the success of the 
event. They allowed the games to flow and facilitated a great day of rugby, the 
feedback from all the clubs was extremely positive.”

C L U B S  C O N G R A T U L A T E 
Y O U N G  R E F E R E E S

England Women U20 will face Canada Women U20 
in a three-match series in Canada this August, with all 
matches hosted at Acadia University, Halifax, Nova Scotia 
on Friday 10 August, Tuesday 14 August and Saturday 18 
August. England Women U20 last played Canada Women 
U20 in a three-Test series in 2016 with England winning 
the series 3-0.

“The tour to Canada presents a fantastic opportunity to 
continue to develop players coming through the pathway,” 
said England Women U20 head coach Jo Yapp. “An 
international tour, playing and training outside familiar 
environments, brings new and unique challenges for 
young players to adapt to. Playing Canada away will be a 
tough and exciting opportunity for the selected squad.”

Matt Everard, Director of Rugby at Long Eaton, said: “The 
transition scheme is a brilliant move for our club. We aim to 
continue the great progress we have made over the past few 
years and that can only happen when we have fresh, talented 
and enthusiastic players moving up to our adult squads. We’re 
looking forward to putting the initiative into practice during 
pre-season training this summer.”

Long Eaton Rugby Club is celebrating its 50th anniversary this 
year. The club’s first team have just won their league and will be 
promoted to the Midlands 2 East (North) league next season.

E N G L A N D 
W O M E N  U 2 0 
T O  T O U R 
C A N A D A
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R F U  I S S U E S  G D P R  T O O L K I T
T O  M E E T  N E W  L A W S

S TA D I U M  F O R  C O R N WA L L

There was a real celebration of rugby at Minehead Barbarians RFC recently as more than 70 
boys and girls from local schools enjoyed a day run by the RFU’s Local Delivery Team.

Minehead Middle and Danesfield School are in the first year of their CBRE All Schools 
project linked to Minehead Barbarians RFC. The year has seen RFU Community Rugby 
Coach, Chris Hurd, helping run sessions together with club coaches to support rugby in the 
curriculum and at after school sessions. The schools have enjoyed local school festivals as 
well as school games being played against each other at the club. The celebration was an 
opportunity to showcase their new playing kits, designed by the students, and to highlight 
the club and the successes of players already transitioning to playing there.

Said Chris Hurd, “It was fantastic to see all of the Year 7 and 8 boys and girls wearing the 
school kit and the event continued to highlight the benefits of the game of rugby both on 
and off the pitch. Minehead Barbarians RFC hosted a fantastic event and both schools really 
loved the opportunity.”

Adam Evans, Head teacher at Danesfield, said: “The project has been a huge success and we 
have seen an increase in rugby participation, especially with our girls. All the children had a 
wonderful morning with rugby being played in the right spirit.”

C B R E  A L L  S C H O O L S  AT  M I N E H E A D  B A R B A R I A N S

Rugby clubs, referee societies and 
Constituent Bodies use individuals’ 
data in almost everything they 
do. This includes obtaining and 
using data about players, referees, 
administrators, other volunteers, 
employees and website users.

On 25th May 2018, the UK adopts 
new laws to bring into effect the 
General Data Protection Regulation 
(GDPR). GDPR builds on existing 
data protection law to give 
individuals more rights in relation to 
their data, and places an increased 
onus on all organisations, whether 
commercial companies or not-for-
profit organisations such as rugby 
clubs, to secure individuals’ data.

In simple terms, GDPR will help 
protect our players, members and 
clubs by ensuring better governance 
and transparency around 
management of data. Organisations 
holding personal data will need to 
give more information to people 
about what they do with those 
people’s data, why, and for how long. 
They must also keep the information 
secure. One safe way to store and 

use data is through the RFU’s Game 
Management System (GMS). If you 
store data in other ways, you will 
need to think carefully about how 
this to secure the data.

The RFU has created a toolkit to 
help clubs, referee societies and CBs:

•  to understand what the new data 
protection laws require;

•  to provide practical steps to 
achieve compliance; and

•  to signpost further resources to 
help achieve compliance.

The toolkit contains five sections:

1.  A summary of the practical steps 
you can take now

2. Data governance

3. Collecting and using data

4. Data security

5. Other rights for individuals

The toolkit also provides practical 
examples of policies and procedures 
that a club, referee society or CB will 
need to have in place.

Greene King IPA Championship side Cornish Pirates 
recently received the boost that Cornwall Council has 
voted to approve the partial funding of a new stadium in 
the county.

Supporters of Cornish Pirates, Truro City Football Club 
and students from Truro and Penrith College were at last 
month’s Cornwall Council meeting, which saw Councillors 
vote to support the recommendation for £3m of financial 
support from the Council’s Economic Match Fund for a 
Stadium for Cornwall.

Planning permission was originally granted in 2011 for 
the long awaited stadium, which will serve sport in the 
county. A message from the RFU’s Director of Professional 
Rugby was read at the meeting, which said that the plan 
was a “significant move for the sport and we know the 
whole rugby community in Cornwall will get behind 
the initiative.”

Pirates player John Stevens, son of the late Brian ‘Stack’ 

Stevens, who played for Cornwall, Penzance & Newlyn, 
England and the British & Irish Lions, made a persuasive 
speech at the Council meeting.

Following the 69-41 vote in favour, a Stadium for Cornwall 
spokesperson said: “The stadium partners are delighted 
that Cornwall’s Councillors have come together to show 
their support for our vision to create a hub for Cornish 
sport, health and wellbeing, education, and business.

“In many ways, the hard work in delivering the stadium 
starts now and we cannot wait to share the unfolding 
story with the people of Cornwall as it progresses. 
We very much look forward to continued partnership, 
working collectively and with Cornwall Council, GLL and 
the Cornwall Sports Partnership, to ensure that Sportva 
Kernow becomes an iconic Cornish development, one that 
greatly enhances our social and economic life, one that will 
stand the test of time and make the people and businesses 
of Cornwall proud.”

London Scottish and the Kings Cross Steelers, London’s 
influential and fully inclusive rugby side, will go head to head at 
the Richmond Athletic Ground this month.

On Thursday 24th May London Scottish will become the first 
of London’s premier rugby union sides to face the Steelers who 
usually play their fixtures in Essex League 1.

This is a great warm up for the Steelers, who are currently 
preparing for June’s Bingham Cup, the World Championships 
of gay and inclusive men’s and women’s rugby union, held in 
Amsterdam. It also offers a great opportunity for London Scottish 
supporters to get together at the Athletic Ground to watch some 
good end of season rugby and enjoy a drink.

London Scottish also believe that rugby is a sport for all and 
sexual orientation should not decide whether anyone takes up 
the game. The fixture is a clear statement of intent from Scottish 
that they fully support inclusivity and are at the forefront of the 
backing of the LGBT community.

London Scottish Chairman Malcolm Offord said this of the 
special fixture, “This is a landmark game for both London Scottish 
and the Kings Cross Steelers. We are really looking forward to 
hosting them and playing our part in the Steelers’ preparations 
for the Bingham Cup.”

Tickets will be available on the door on the evening, kick off 
at 7:45pm and entrance to the game will be free, although any 
donations in support of the Steelers’ Bingham Cup campaign will 
be very welcome.

L O N D O N  S C O T T I S H  S U P P O R T  S T E E L E R S ’  C A M PA I G N

The toolkit is located on EnglandRugby.com and can be downloaded from 
Englandrugby.com/gdpr

Further information about the GDPR can be found on the Information 
Commissioner’s website.

For any general queries relating to data protection, please contact the RFU 
Legal Helpline on 0330 303 1877. The RFU is not able to give specific legal 
advice to clubs, referee societies or other bodies.

http://EnglandRugby.com
http://Englandrugby.com/gdpr
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THE RUGBY FOOTBALL UNION WOULD LIKE TO THANK THE FOLLOWING WHO GENEROUSLY SUPPORT THE GAME

T O U C HL INE

After a successful, bronze medal-winning Commonwealth Games 
campaign on Australia’s Gold Coast, the England 7s rugby team touched 
down in Bali for a week of rest, relaxation and fun at Karma Kandara, one 
of the world’s most stunning resorts, perched on the cliffs of Uluwatu, 
high above a spectacular private beach. 

As a partner and sponsor of the team, Karma Group was excited to host 
the players at their flagship property.

“We are thrilled to host the England Men’s 7s rugby team after their 
fantastic performance at the Commonwealth Games,” said John Spence, 
Chairman and Founder of Karma Group. “Karma has long been a proud 
supporter of England Rugby, developing great friendships with the 
many England players who have stayed at our resorts. We have a saying 
at Karma – ‘work hard and play harder’ and after all the hard work the 
guys have put in recently we hope they enjoy a bit of serious play, 
Karma style.”

It wasn’t all play and no work for the players, who enjoyed some 
picturesque training sessions on the beach to stay sharp. They 
participated in a selection of activities: visiting a local orphanage, 
playing some friendly beach rugby, enjoying fun water sports and 
attending a beach BBQ and also the launch of the new Ocean Spa and 
Yoga Bale hosted by John Spence. They also spent some quality time 
with Marc Plessier and his son Luc, huge England 7s fans and winners 
of a competition to stay at the resort and meet and greet the team. A 
highlight for Luc was a friendly game with his idols.

Said star England 7s player and Karma Ambassador, Phil Burgess: “It’s 
been great having everyone here. We’re always training or on the field, so 
to be able to come here, switch off and be stress free in this unbelievably 
beautiful place, while actually enjoying each other’s company, has 
been fantastic.”

Follow in the footsteps of the 7s team and enter a prize draw for the 
chance to WIN a 7-night stay at 5* Karma Kandara Beach Resort in Bali 
for 2 people!

Plus – every entrant will receive a voucher for an exclusive Karma offer, 
entitling them to a 7 night stay at selected Karma resorts worldwide, for 
just $300!

Use this link to enter and for terms and conditions.

E N G L A N D  R U G B Y  7 S  E S C A P E  T O  PA R A D I S E  
AT  K A R M A  K A N D A R A

mailto:patriciamowbray%40rfu.com?subject=Touchline%20Editorial
mailto:gameinvestment%40therfu.com?subject=Mailing%20and%20Distribution
http://www.englandrugby.com/news/newslisting/rugbypost-and-touchline-newsletters/
https://karmagroup.com/RFU/

