
I was delighted to accept the invitation that was extended by Prenton Rugby Club  to all Old 
Rockferrians, Old Instonians and Former Players of Prenton Rugby Club to attend their Reunion 
Day on Saturday 2nd September 2017 at Prenton Dell.  
 
This was a two-fold occasion as it also marked the 25th Anniversary of the founding of Prenton 
Rugby Club following the merger of The Old Rockferrians Rugby Club and The Old Instonians 
Rugby Club. 
 
A number of Old Rockferrians were present, I suspect outnumbering Old Instonians for the first 
time in several years. In addition, the presence of former players of Prenton Rugby Club  
enhanced the celebration and it was pleasing to reflect that, had it not been for the foresight of 
the members of Old Rockferrians Rugby Club and Old Instonians Rugby Club, the Prenton Dell 
facility may well have fallen into the clutches of Housing Developers.  
 
Prenton Rugby Club is thriving and, whilst this may seem somewhat odd at a rugby club, it was 
good to see that the Club provide a facility for youngsters when we witnessed the closing minutes 
of a football match.  
  
We were welcomed by the President of Prenton Rugby Club, Gordon Knapman and invited to 
partake in a buffet lunch that was both welcoming and tasty. After imbibing in the specially  
created brew called ‘Silver’ we adjourned to the touchline on a beautiful sunny afternoon to watch 
the two teams of rugby players commence battle. 
 
Prenton Rugby Club’s opponents that day were, by a strange co-incidence. Oxton Old Park-
onians. Thus the three Grammar Schools, Birkenhead Institute, Rock Ferry High School and Park 
High School having once graced the town of Birkenhead and enabled many of their pupils 
achieve success in later life, were reunited on the rugby pitch.  
 
The match was hard fought with Oxton Old Parkonians taking a lead into the half-time interval. 
However, Prenton fought back gallantly and eventually overcame the deficit to record a winning 
result of  29 - 17.. 
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After the match, an interesting discussion took place about the display of the 
recognition of School Colours. In the 1940’s an individual who was awarded 
School Colours was entitled to have their blazer edged with white braid as 
shown on the enclosed photo. In the mid 1950’s this was changed to a single 

strip of braid fixed to the blazer breast pocket. However, in the mid 1960’s this was 
changed to a spray of laurel fixed under the School badge on the blazer.  
 
I understand that the tradition of awarding School Colours continued in the later years 
but reverted to the single strip above the badge on the blazer pocket. Sadly the de-
mise of the publication of the School magazine, The Lion in 1973 denies us the confirmation that 
would have enabled us to answer this question. 
 
On previous visits to Prenton Rugby Club, the history of the founding two Clubs was displayed 
and the Visor and the Lions Rampant were prominent on the Clubroom wall. However, similar to 
many sports facilities Prenton Rugby Club needs income from sources other than rugby and the 
Clubroom is let out on a fee basis for private functions etc. It has therefore been necessary to 
change the décor of the Clubroom to a more neutral background. But the rugby traditions have 
not been obscured as evidenced by the magnificent display of rugby memorabilia in the Bar 
Snug. 
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