Good evening and a very warm welcome to the players, officials and
supporters of Rushall Olympic, we do hope you enjoy your short stay with us
before having a safe journey home.
Rushall have made a solid start to this season’s campaign suffering only one
defeat in their first 7 league games. A competitive club that are always in and
around the playoffs, they will be looking to continue that form. Managed by
former Barwell players, Liam Macdonald and Nick Green, they will have done
their homework on us, so as ever we will be expecting a tough encounter.
A well run club from top to bottom and in their second year with an artificial
pitch the club is a good role model for non-league football. Both clubs know
that this encounter between us will take place again at Rushall on Saturday in
the Buildbase FA Trophy, it’s ironic how these consecutive fixtures seem to
happen.
We finally got our first win against Nuneaton Borough, which has brought a lot
of relief to all connected with the club. I’m sure that will bring a lot of
confidence, let’s hope we can kick on from here and get back into the mix on
the league front.
Finally for tonight, I’m pleased to announce that Jason Ashby owner of UK
Flooring Direct has agreed to extend his sponsorship for a further 3 years
with the club. He has also made a five figure donation to our fundraising effort
for our 3G pitch project. If you read this Jason, all of us at Barwell thank you
for your commitment once again and wish you, your family and your business
all the best for the future.
In our next edition I will update all on our progress for our quest for 3G next
season. Enjoy tonight’s game.

Dave Laing, Chairman
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Sponsors for Today:
Today’s match sponsor Pravin Patel of Preyash Properties

Today’s match ball sponsor Roger Goadby of Elmleigh Properties

Barwell Football Club Lotto
Minimum Prize £100
Tickets 50p – available from all committee members
Ring 2 numbers, match them with the first 2 winning numbers drawn out in the National Lottery on
Saturday, you’re a winner!
Agents required – good commission paid

Polite notice
Would spectators please refrain from using indecent language or making racist remarks which are likely to cause
offence. Barwell Football Club reserve the right to have offenders removed from the ground or to take action against
them through the Court of Law if necessary

Thank you very much for your support
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Research has discovered that the original Rushall
Olympic Football Club was founded at least three
years earlier than had previously been thought - with
editions of local newspapers found to contain match
reports about the Olympic dating back to the 189394 season. At this time the club were a very useful
junior team who played only friendly matches, but
they did go on to join the Cannock & District
Football League for the start of the 1895-96 season, finishing as runners-up
– before later going on to become members of the Junior (winning the
Championship in 1903-04), Amateur, Parks and Senior sections of the
Walsall & District League. However, even earlier records have indicated
that football in the village of Rushall was already being played on a regular
basis at least 20 years prior to that time and in fact the opening game for
the newly formed Walsall Town team was against a Rushall side at the
Chuckery Ground, Walsall on the 3rd October 1874. Indeed, so many
players turned up that it was decided to field a 15-a-side format, with the
surplus Walsall men being "loaned" out to make up the Rushall team.
Rushall, with that extra slice of experience, won the game 3-1, although
some argued that the game should have finished 2-2 as one of the Rushall
goals was scored by a Walsall player!
As research continues, the early years of Rushall Olympic will slowly be
uncovered, but it is known that a thriving club certainly existed just after
the First World War, up until the mid-1930's. During this period the team
(many of whom worked at the local Aldridge pit) played on the field behind
the Miners Arms Public House in Rushall - changing in the pub and enjoying
a pint after the game. The team, then playing in old gold and black stripes,
was a "good 'un", and won various honours along the way, including: the
1919-20 Lichfield & District League Championship in the first full season
following the Great War; the Walsall Charity Cup in 1920-21 (playing the
semi-final in the morning and the final in the afternoon), 1921-22 and jointly
in 1922-23; the Walsall & District Parks League Championship and Senior
Cup double of 1924-25; and the Walsall Junior Cup of 1935-36 - all prior to
the club disbanding sometime prior to the outbreak of the Second World
War.

In 1951, a few local lads - John Edwards, Des Hyde
and Graham Wiggin, decided it was high time that
football made a return to the village. They approached
George Hunt, the proprietor of a local fish and chip
shop, for permission to use his premises as their
headquarters - which was agreed to and Rowley
Place was decided upon as the Pic's home ground.
Other local players soon joined, including Don Griffiths, Eric Handley, Sid Yates, Wilf Trow and Ernie Lamb. Sid Whitehouse
became their trainer and Jim Trow and Mr Evans joined as committee
members. With the help of George Hunt, a playing strip of red and white
striped shirts was purchased and entry was gained into the Second Division
of the Walsall & District Amateur League, where the team soon began
winning trophies. In 1952, Ernie Lamb became the Club Secretary and
Arthur Steed (later to become Chairman) joined as trainer; local
bookmaker Jim Edge became President; and the headquarters were moved
to Rushall Labour Club. Following suggestions from local people with
memories of the pre-war club, it was finally decided to revert back to an
old gold and black strip - the clubs original colours. The Olympic were back
in business.
After winning the Walsall & District Amateur League Second Division
Championship in 1952-53, and later the First Division Championship in
1955-56, the club eventually gained promotion into the strong Staffordshire
County League (South) for the start of the 1956-57 season - and made an
immediate impact by winning the Second Division title at the first attempt.
Following promotion into the First Division, the club later won three back
to back Championships between 1960 and 1963 - but Rushall Olympic's
real glory season came in 1964-65 when the club clinched the Staffordshire
County League (South) First Division Championship for the fourth time in
five years and also won the Lichfield Charity Cup, the Sporting Star Cup
and the Walsall Senior Cup.

The club continued to succeed in the Staffordshire
County League (South), but failed to emulate its
unrivalled success of the 1950's and 60's. However in
1975, in order to take a giant step forward and gain a
higher league status, the club decided to move three
miles away to the Aston University Sports Ground,
just off the main A34 Walsall to Birmingham road.
Unfortunately, football, after many decades, had left
the village - but it was soon to return thanks to Olympic's magnificent
seven, namely: Brian Greenwood, Mick Clayton, Graham Wiggin, Ray Wiggin,
Johnny Edwards, Brian Humphries and Trevor Westwood; who enlisted the
help of Councillor Dick Arkell to obtain the lease of some land in Daw End,
Rushall, where trees had to be moved, holes dug, and some filled in, until
the new Dales Lane ground was officially opened on Sunday 14th August
1977. The club were then accepted into the West Midlands (Regional)
League in 1978, and in their first season they finished in a very creditable
fourth place in the First Division. The 1979-80 campaign then saw the club
go on to win the First Division championship by a massive 16-point margin
and gain richly deserved promotion to the Premier Division.
During the 1980's and 90's the club enjoyed fourteen seasons of moderate
success in the West Midlands (Regional) League Premier Division, with a
highest finish of fifth place achieved in season 1988-89 and a League Cup
Final appearance in 1982. However, time moved on, and for the start of the
1994-95 season the club began a new era when it was named as one of the
twenty founder members of the Midland Football Alliance. Unfortunately,
the first four seasons of Alliance football proved to be somewhat traumatic
for the club with final placings of 18th, 12th, 16th and 16th achieved under
five different managerial regimes. However, despite these set-backs, in
September 1997 the Olympic were delighted to be able to persuade John
Allen, Hednesford Town's then Assistant Manager, to join the club as their
new First Team Manager who immediately went on to completely revamp
the team and gave the club, as a whole, a much needed impetus.

The turning point in the clubs fortunes finally came
during season 1998-99 when they finished in a very
creditable 7th place, while the following season saw
the Pic's take 7th place for the second consecutive
season, but with a much improved points tally. The
club also won their first piece of silverware for
exactly twenty years when they defeated the then
Southern League club Rocester at Bescot Stadium in
a dramatic penalty shoot-out to lift the prestigious Walsall Senior Cup for
the first time since 1965.
Season 2000-01 saw the Pic's surpass all expectations as they just missed
out on promotion to the Southern League Western Division by ending the
campaign as Midland Football Alliance Runners-Up to promoted Stourport
Swifts by the narrowest margin of one single goal. However, during season
2001-02 Manager John Allen moved upstairs to take on the role of club
Chairman, while his assistant Kevin Hadley took over and Olympic once
more ended the campaign with silverware as the club won the Midland
Football Alliance Cup for the first time by defeating Barwell after extra
time, in addition to completing the Alliance season in a respectable 5th
position.
The club made further progress during season 2002-03 as they went on to
record their best ever Alliance campaign, registering their highest ever
number of victories and most points achieved by the club, as they finished
as runners-up to Stourbridge. Disappointingly, their efforts both on and off
the pitch were still not enough to attain their long term goal of Southern
League football when the Pic’s were denied a promotion place at the
eleventh hour after a crucial vote went narrowly in favour of former
Southern League club Yate Town.
August 2003 saw the return of John Allen into the management hot-seat
after the club decided it needed a change of direction and subsequently
parted company with Kevin Hadley and his coaching staff. The club were
then able to enter a period of financial consolidation in order to
concentrate on ground improvement work 2004 that saw the
construction of a Conference standard dressing room complex.

However, even working under such constraints he
was still able to guide his charges to the 2003-04
Midland Football Alliance Cup Final, which eventually
took place in August 2004, although his side were
ultimately defeated 3-1 after extra time by Stratford
Town.

To focus firmly on the task in hand John Allen decided
to step down from the joint role of Chairman at the end of season 2003-04
and was now more determined than ever to make a sustained
championship challenge in his bid to finally take the club into the higher
reaches of non-league football. Indeed, after 7 seasons of trying “Mr
Rushall” irrefutably delivered the club’s ultimate goal as he led his side to
the 2004-05 Midland Football Alliance Championship with 3-weeks to spare
and by a commanding 7-point margin. Following an anxious 4-week wait the
Football Association eventually decreed that Olympic’s dream had come
true as they secured automatic promotion into the Southern Football
League Division One West for the first time in their history. To round off
what was undoubtedly the best ever season witnessed at Dales Lane,
Rushall’s Reserve Team also completed a superlative league and cup double
by clinching the Midland Football Combination Reserve Division
Championship and Challenge Trophy.
The 2005-06 campaign saw the Pic’s claim an excellent 10th place finish
during their Southern Football League debut, while they also lifted the
coveted Staffordshire Senior Challenge Cup for the first time in the clubs
history by defeating Stoke City by a single goal at the Britannia Stadium.
Meanwhile, the Reserve Team also retained the Midland Football
Combination Reserve Division to complete a season that was a marvellous
epitaph to John Allen who then stepped down from his managerial role due
to increased business commitments and was replaced by the former
Bloxwich United, Blakenall and Bromsgrove Rovers boss Bob Green.
However, the new managerial reign lasted only 6 pre-season games during
summer 2006, before John Allen was forced to return back to the hot seat
in August 2006, quickly followed by former Semi-Professional England
International Joe O’Connor in October 2006.

Following a sequence of defeats leading into the New
Year period the Pic’s decided upon a fourth
managerial change in five months when former
Halesowen Town manager Paul Holleran was handed
the task of maintaining the club’s Southern League
status in January 2007. The new man at the helm
eventually led Rushall to a comfortable 15th place finish and the Pic’s also reached the Staffordshire Senior
Challenge Cup Final for the second season running, but a weakened side
due to player ineligibility were comprehensively defeated by Kidsgrove
Athletic at Port Vale’s Vale Park.
The 2007-08 campaign was an excellent one for the Pic’s in Southern
Football League Division One Midlands as Paul Holleran guided his charges
to a promotion play-off position. Unfortunately, the dream of Premier
Division football was not to be realised as Rushall narrowly lost out to
runners-up Leamington in the Play-Off Semi Final, but the seasonal statistics
were impressive to say the least. From the 40 games of the campaign
Olympic eventually secured 5th position with 23 victories and as a side
conceded only 23 goals in the process, courtesy of keeping 23 clean sheets
in the league and 32 in total from 59 games. The success was undoubtedly
built around almost unrivalled meanness within the defensive ranks that
was only bettered in this and higher levels of football by, none other than
Manchester United in the Barclays Premiership! Away from league action
the Pics competed in a titanic 18 cup games, with a best ever Football
Association Challenge Cup run to the Fourth Round Qualifying stage (with
the agony of a 6-0 defeat at former Football League York City) and a best
ever Third Qualifying Round appearance in the F.A. Trophy were also very
much amongst the tremendous highs of the season.
May 2008 saw the Pics presented with a new challenge when in an incredible turn of events, the Football Association Leagues Committee met to decide on the allocation of clubs for Steps 1 to 4 of the National League System campaign – which resulted in the club being moved across the nonLeague pyramid into the Northern Premier Football League First Division
South for the 2008-09 campaign.

The Pics debut campaign in the northern section of
the non-League pyramid proved to be an extremely
successful transition as they repeated the feat of
twelve months earlier and reached the promotion
play-off’s with another 5th place finish. Unfortunately,
they suffered once more disappointment after this
time losing by a single goal to runners-up Belper
Town in the Play-Off Semi Final. However, Rushall did
finish their campaign on a high note by claiming the Walsall Senior Cup for
the first time in nine years as they grabbed a nail-biting 2-1 victory against
Tipton Town at the Banks’s Stadium in front of 550 spectators.
Dramatic developments towards the end of May 2009 saw manager Paul
Holleran step down from his role due to a combination of work
commitments and inevitable financial restructuring within the club as a
result of the credit crunch and only days later was replaced by former Pics
player Neil Kitching who returned to Dales Lane from a managerial role at
Coleshill Town he had occupied since November 2008. During the 2009-10
campaign the Pics led the First Division South table in both October and
January, but they eventually faded out to a 12th place finish, while a second
consecutive Walsall Senior Cup Final appearance ended in disappointment
with a single goal defeat to lower league Bloxwich United AFC at the
Banks’s Stadium.
Summer 2010 saw a further cut in the playing budget as senior player Nick
Amos took on the role of player-assistant manager, while Ian Cooper
returned to the fold to take up the position of player-coach. However, the
backroom reshuffle paid immense dividends as Olympic finished in a
best-ever 3rd place in the Evo-Stik League First Division South table with a
game to spare and claim a place in the Promotion Play-Off’s for the third
time in four seasons.

After accounting for Brigg Town 3-0 at Dales Lane in
the Semi-Final they gained home advantage in the
Final, where a superb battling display from Rushall saw
them surpass all expectations and claim fully deserved
promotion to Step 3 of the non-League pyramid for
the very first time in their history following a
stupendous 2-0 victory against Grantham Town in
front of 751 spectators . The Pics also ended a truly
memorable campaign with more honours by winning the Walsall Senior
Cup for the second time in three years at the Banks’s Stadium, while
manager Neil Kitching received a hugely deserved personal honour to
crown a brilliant season by being named as the Evo-Stik League “First Division South Manager of the Month” for April/May 2011.
Rushall’s 2011-12 debut campaign in the Evo-Stik League Premier Division
was nothing short of an outstanding success as they gamely battled away to
an excellent 8th place finish, leaving many high-profile teams with far
healthier budgets firmly in their wake – but were ultimately some 11 points
shy of the promotion play-off zone. The Pics were also heavily involved in
cup action, reaching the finals of The Doodson Sport (League) Cup,
Staffordshire Senior Cup and Walsall Senior Cup – but were unfortunately
only successful in the latter, triumphing for the third time in four seasons.
During the 2012-13 campaign Olympic occupied the play-off positions
during the early part and latter stages of the campaign, but ultimately fell
short of a top five play-off zone finish by five points after claiming just a
single victory in their final five games to finish in 6th position and then also
had to end Staffordshire Senior Cup disappointment in the final for the
second successive season.
The 2013-14 campaign saw the Pics once more fall short of the play-off
places by the slim margin of five points, ultimately finishing in 7th place as a
result of succumbing to three defeats in their final five league games. There
was also some mixed fortunes in cup competitions as they claimed the
Staffordshire Senior Cup for only the second time in their history against
Port Vale at Vale Park, but suffered a heavy defeat in the final of the Walsall
Senior Cup at the hands of lower league neighbours Chasetown.

Prior to the Banks’s Stadium defeat in May 2014, in a
surprise move the Pics had already announced that
Neil Kitching had opted to end his managerial reign
after five successful years at the club by mutual
consent and was quickly replaced as Manager by
Richard Sneekes, the former Ajax, Bolton Wanderers
and West Bromwich Albion midfield maestro and his
experienced assistant Steve Hinks.
The first season under the new managerial regime ultimately saw wholesale
changes on the pitch, however an excellent finish of 9th place was achieved.
The 2015-16 campaign ended with Rushall finishing in 10th position, but
they did win the Staffordshire Senior Cup for only the third time in their
history and won the Walsall Senior Cup for the sixth time after being
awarded the trophy when their opponents unexpectdely withdrew from
the competition.
Summer 2016 saw a surprise managerial change as Richard Sneekes
stepped down and was ultimately replaced by Pics Chairman John Allen,
returning to the role he last occupied in October 2006. However, his move
back into the Dales Lane hot-set lasted just one term when during summer
2017 the club unveiled a new managerial team headed by former Stoke
City, Southampton and Burnley defender Wayne Thomas, assisted by Will
Ryder and Trevor Burroughs – allowing John Allen to step aside to focus all
of his attention on his role as Chairman once more.
Following a poor start to the 2017-18 campaign the new managerial team
were ultimately relieved of their duties in October 2017 after 17 games
and were replaced by former Redditch United, Hednesford Town and
Solihull Moors manager Liam McDonald, ably assisted by his trusted
backroom team of Nick Green, David Bridgwater and Trevor Burroughs.
The new regime worked wonders and quickly revamped the squad to lift
the Pics from joint bottom of the table to a final finish of 8th place – before
suffering a 12 point deduction at the end of the campaign for fielding a
player in 17 league games whose contract registration was ruled not to
have been approved as per the league and Football Associated rules.

Despite dropping down to 18th in the standings there
was a positive end to the campaign by clinching the
Walsall Senior Cup for the seventh time in their
history following a narrow victory on penalty kicks
against near neighbours Walsall Wood at the Banks’s
Stadium.
Following ten seasons as members of the Northern
Premier Football League, May 2018 saw Rushall returned to the jurisdiction
of the Southern Football League after the Football Association undertook a
major reallocation of clubs to increase the previous three Step 3 divisions
of 24 clubs to four divisions of 22 clubs, thus allowing for the creation of a
“Midlands” division at Step 3 of the National League System for the 201819 campaign. Following a slow start the Pics debut campaign gathered
momentum during the run in and they ultimately finished just seven points
outside the Evo-Stik Southern League Premier Division Central play-off
places in 8th position, but suffered disappointment in the Final of the
Staffordshire Senior Cup againts Stafford Rangers at the home of Stoke
City.
The summer of 2019 saw the end of an era and the beginning of an exciting
new future as the Dales Lane turf was finally torn up after 42 years and
replaced with a state-of-the-art 3G surface, which will not only help to
secure the Pics future, but also allow closer links to be established between
the clubs First Team, U21’s, U-18’s, Education & Football Academy,
Development Section and local community groups and organisations.

Unfortunately the 2019-20 campaign was curtailed on Saturday 7 March
2020 due to the Covid-19 pandemic and all playing records were expunged,
which was a major disappointment with the Pics with then sitting nicely in
5th place in the Southern League Premier Division Central standings with
33 games out of 42 played and with Birmingham and Staffordshire Senior
Cup Semi-Finals still to be played, plus a Walsall Senior Cup Quarter-Final.

Kai Williams scored a late winner to give
Barwell their first league win of the season
over local rivals Nuneaton Borough. The
home side came from behind at half time to
claim all 3 points and the local bragging rights.
Both sides ended the game with 10 men.
Barwell started well with early pressure on
the Nuneaton defence. In the first two
minutes Brady Hickey went close with a shot
that was just wide and then impressive loanee James Rowland crossed the
ball in low but Tony Breeden in the Nuneaton goal managed to get it clear.
Barwell then had a goal disallowed when Sam Hollis beat Breeden to the
ball on the edge of the area and headed the ball on to Hickey who put it in
the net, only to see the flag go up for a dubious offside.
Nuneaton had a chance after 6 minutes when Greg Kaziboni did well on
the right but his cross was not threatening in any way. Barwell continued to
press after this with Jahvan Davidson-Miller almost played in on goal
minutes later. It could have been 1-0 to the home side when Breeden saw a
goal kick hit the back of the Barwell front man and rebound back towards
the empty net. The ball just crept over the bar, to avoid a red face from the
Nuneaton number 1.
The opening goal was to the away side and came against the run of play.
William Edjenguele, booked 5 minutes earlier, met a cross from the right
with his head and gave Max Bramley no chance as he powered the ball
home to the delight of the travelling fans. 2 minutes later and Hickey had a
chance to level the game but his header, perhaps uncharacteristically for the
skipper, went over the bar from an excellent Jamie Ashmore cross.

Nuneaton could have doubled their lead
when Ravi Shamsi almost met a cross from
Kaziboni but he couldn't get enough quality
contact on the ball to score. The game was
hotting up and after a foul there was a small
melee which resulted in Hickey and Breeden
getting booked. Jac Redhead had been booked
5 minutes before this as the referee started
to make his mark on the game.
An eventful half for Edjenguele was brought
to an end for him when he received a second yellow card to head for a
very early bath. He brought down Kai Williams cheaply and when there was
no real threat from the Barwell winger but he gave the referee a decision
to make and was off.

Half Time: Barwell 0 Nuneaton Borough 1
Barwell came out for the 2nd half with real intent and were soon level. Kai
Williams crossed low from the left hand side of the area, having used great
skill to get in to a position to cross, and Jahvan Davidson-Miller poked
home from close range. There was a real sense around the ground that this
was the start of a good half for Barwell, playing against the 10 men.
Jac Redhead was sent off for a second yellow card 13 minutes in to the half
however. He made a challenge out on the right hand side that brought
down a Nuneaton man and the referee made his decision. Both red cards
were, perhaps, harsh but the game was now 10 for each side and back in
the balance.
Eliot Putman and Kai Williams were beginning to find space on the left hand
side to exploit and put together some good moves to try and make this
count. One such move led to a foul on Putman and a free kick just outside
the area. Ashmore took it and struck the ball only just over.

Nuneaton came very close to retaking the
lead when Jordan Goddard hit a thunderous
shot towards goal, only to see it come back
off the crossbar. Lots of the fans in the large
crowd thought it was going in but the game
stayed at 1-1.
In the 85th minute the winning goal for
Barwell came. Kai Williams, out on the right
to mix up the attack, slotted home from a
very acute angle through the legs of Breeden
to send the home fans and their inflatable canaries in to pure delight.
Nuneaton had two late corners in stoppage time that Barwell had to deal
with. The away keeper went up for them, a sign of the need to get
something out of the game, but both were dealt with by the Barwell
defence. The referee's whistle brought the game to an end and with it,
three precious points for Barwell.
Full time: Barwell 2 Nuneaton Borough 1
Attendance: 585
Man of the Match: James Rowland

MAX BRAMLEY.
Tall, young goalkeeper who joined in October 2019 from the
Leicester City youth team. Kept 3 clean sheets in his first 3 games
for us and really cemented the number 1 shirt for what was left

of the 2019/20 season. Has been on trial in the USA.
BRADY HICKEY
Brady is team captain again this season and is well on the way to
being a real club legend. The attacking midfielder re-joined
Barwell after a brief spell at Nuneaton Borough in 2018/19 and
led the team well last season. A skilful player who can also be
combative in the middle of the pitch. He is well known for his
ability to score goals and take excellent free kicks.

KAI WILLIAMS
Pacey winger signed from Tamworth in October 2019 and has
had spells with Stratford Town and Coventry United. A really
electrifying winger on his day with the ability to change a game
on his own. Pops up with important goals through the season

SAM HOLLIS.
Striker signed form Oadby Town, also played for St Andrews &

Quorn. In his second spell with us.

ELIOT PUTMAN
Now in his third season as a defender with the Club but has pace
and attacking ability that makes him a fans favourite. Suffered
from a fractured spine in pre-season but will be looking to get
back to being a regular name on the team sheet soon.

JAYDEN COTTERILL
From 2014-2018 Jayden was a scholar and had a year pro at
Burton Albion Football Club, which gave him the chance to train
with the England national side. After being released the opportunity to play college football in America fell through and he joined
Barwell before the 2019/20 season. Can play at right back or centre back.
TRISTAN DUNKLEY.
Tristan is an experienced player who can light up a game with real
skill and attacking energy. He likes to make himself a nuisance up
front and can score some spectacular goals. Has featured for
Tamworth, Alvechurch and Worcester City amongst others.

MICAH EDWARDS
Midfield player who joined in Summer 2019 and was a Youth player for Derby County before having time with Ilkeston Town and
Gresley. Made a real impact in his first season with Barwell and
will be one to keep an eye on in 2020/21.

JAC REDHEAD
Young midfielder who has recently broken in to the matchday
squad and had his first start versus Coalville Town on Boxing Day.
Previously with Rugby Borough.

JAHVAN DAVIDSON-MILLER
Striker who is just returning from a long term injury. A Youth
player for Derby County and made 15 appearances for them in
the U18 Premier League. Has a good eye for goal.

LEANDRO BROWNE
Signed for Barwell in the summer of 2020 having been at Coalville
Town previously. His previous clubs include Burton Albion,
Loughborough Dyamo and Oadby Town. Leandro is a versatile
midfield player who can play out wide or more centrally.
LIAM CASTLE
Very experienced Goalkeeper who has been with Barwell for over
13 seasons earning himself a position as a club legend. His shot
stopping antics have earnt him many admirers and he is also well
known for enjoying banter with away fans. His career started at
Basingstoke Town and he also featured for Hinckley United.
EDDY NISEVIC
Eddy has been at Barwell since 2014 and was at Brackley Town
prior to joining the Canaries. Eddy has been a dependable left
back for many seasons but missed nearly all of the 2019/20 season
with a knee injury.

NIGEL JULIEN
Nigel has returned to Barwell after a season away at Nuneaton
Borough. Nigel has done 11 years prior to his departure in the
summer of 2019 and was known for his tenacious, energetic play
and winning attitude. Nigel began his career with Coventry City
before a spell with Quorn.
JAMIE ASHMORE
An exciting full back signed in September 2020 after he left Halesowen Town. Scored on his debut
at AFC Rushden & Diamonds with a super strike from out wide. Has previously played for
Bedworth United and Redditch United. Right-back Ashmore started his playing career with Walsall.
ELLIOT PERCIVAL
Versatile defender who is at home both at right back or in the centre of defence. Had time with
Sheffield Wednesday and Leicester City at youth level.

OWEN BENNETT
A young defender who has had time at Solihull Moors, Coventry
United and AFC Telford United.

MASSIAH MCDONALD
A Montserratian footballer who rejoined Barwell in summer
2020. He made his international debut for Montserrat in March
2015. A youth player for Notts County with plenty of experience.

TOLANI OMOTOLA
Exciting attacking player who has featured for Tranmere Rovers, Corby Town, Altrincham and
Buxton. Joint top scorer last season.
JAMES ROWLAND
Lively midfield on loan from Shrewsbury Town. Considered to be a hot prospect in Shropshire.

GUY HADLAND. Manager
His second full season after taking over the role in
November 2018. Ex Nuneaton Borough and Brackley Town
defender.

MARTIN SOCKETT. Assistant Manager
Vastly experienced player & coach. Brought in by Guy as his
assistant in November 2018

KEVIN CHARLEY. Coach
Barwell’s all time top scorer, joined Guys backroom staff as
coach in December 2018.

VIV COLEMAN. Physio
Viv has been physio (alongside other roles!) with the Club
for a number of years and has also played as Goalkeeper
before his football retirement.

MIKE TURNER. Goalkeeper Coach

HANNAH BAKER, Sports Therapist

IAN DREWITT, Coach

Thanks to Ted Cotterill

Richard BATCHELOR – Midfielder. A combative
midfielder with a real winning competitive streak,
who predominantly plays centrally but who can
also fill in out wide and even up front, he arrived
at Dales Lane during November 2019 after
spending the early part of the campaign with
Northern Premier League Premier Division outfit
Mickleover Sports. He began his career as a
trainee with Birmingham City, but left St. Andrews
without making a first team appearance and linked up with then Midland
Football Alliance outfit Alvechurch in the summer of 2006. His form quickly
alerted the attentions of a number of clubs with Romulus eventually
snapping him up during the close season of 2007. Having made the move up
to Step Four of the non-league system, he continued to impress during his
one and only season at the Roms and subsequently made the move to
Chasetown during summer 2008. During November 2009 he was on the
move once more, this time making the switch to then Southern League
Premier Division outfit Leamington FC and quickly went on to become a
firm fan's favourite at the New Windmill Ground with his all-action displays,
weighting in with crucial goals as the Brakes eventually won promotion to
the Conference North courtesy of winning the Southern League Premier
Division championship in May 2013. Unfortunately he was forced to miss
the entirity of the Brakes debut season in the Conference North after
suffering a cruciate ligament during a pre-season friendly at Stratford Town.
Having successfully returned to action the following season, after thirteen
appearances for Leamington at the start of season 2014-15, he was allowed
to leave the club by mutual consent and transferred to league rivals
Hednesford Town two days later during October 2014, capping a fine debut
performance against Oxford City with two headed goals to seal a 3-0 win
for his new club. Following the Pitmen’s relegation back to the Southern
League Premier Division after suffering relegation from Conference North
at the end of the the 2014-15 campaign, during summer 2015 he opted to
transfer to Brackley Town. During summer 2016 he then transferred to
Conference North rivals Worcester City, but in October 2016 moved on
to Stafford Rangers in order to get more regular game times and went on
to make some 61 appearances and score 6 goals for the Northern Premier
League outfit.

Having always vowed to return one day to
Leamington, he was true to his word after signing
dual registration forms towards the end of season
2016-17 while with Stafford and made substitute
appearances in the Brakes Southern League
Premier Division Play-Off Final and Birmingham
Senior Cup Final victories. During January 2018
he transferred to Stourbridge, but left the War
Memorial Athletic Ground after just 10 days without playing a game and ultimately signed for Midland League Premier outfit
Highgate United. After spending the early part of the 2018-19 campaign
with Highgate United, in November 2018 he made the move back up into
Step 3 of the non-league system by linking up with Redditch United, before
moving on to Mickleover Sports during the close season of 2019.
Danny BRAGOLI – Midfielder.Vastly experienced and highly competitive
midfield warrior with a good engine that takes him effectively from box-tobox and who also has a strong aerial presence, he signed from Southern
League Division One South outfit Evesham United during summer 2020,
where he was captain, to begin a fourth spell with the Pics. He originally
transferred to Dales Lane from Willenhall Town during summer 2006, but
by August 2006 he had already moved on to Tipton Town following an eve
of season managerial change at the club. He began his career with
Shrewsbury Town’s School of Excellence and also received international call
-ups from Wales at Under-14’s, Under-15’s and Under-16’s level. He later
went on to become a Trainee with the Shropshire club, featuring in both
the Youth and Reserve sides, before having a spell on loan with Stourport
Swifts during season 2003-04. December 2004 saw him released from Gay
Meadow and link back up with Stourport Swifts, prior to signing a
six-month contract to play professionally in the United States with North
Carolina outfit Wilmington Hammerheads in the United Soccer Leagues.
Upon his return to the UK during summer 2005 he rejoined Stourport, but
his form soon alerted the attentions of Hednesford Town just after the
start of last season, where he remained until being snapped up by Willenhall
Town in March 2006. Having left Dales Lane for the first time he went on
to feature extensively for Tipton Town, clocking up almost 250 appearances,
but also saw service with Chasetown between summer 2009 and
November 2009.

The highlight of his career with the Black Country
outfit was leading out his side in their historic FA
Cup 1st Round Proper tie at Carlisle United,
which they eventually lost 6-0 back in November
2010. During summer 2011 he began his second
spell at Dales Lane after signing from Tipton Town,
but in December 2011 he moved on to then
Conference North outfit Hinckley United. During
September 2012 he returned to Dales Lane from
Hinckley United, where he had been club captain, to begin a third stint with
the Pics – which lasted until February 2013. He then opted to rejoin
Chasetown for a second spell and took command of the midfield as he
helped to turn the Scholars season around with a run of results that
propelled them into the Northern Premier League First Division South play
-offs, eventually losing out to Stamford in the final. For the 2013-14
campaign he remained with Chasetown and scored a goal as they ended
the season on a high by lifting the Walsall Senior Cup by overcoming their
old adversaries Rushall 4-1 to claim the trophy at the Banks’ Stadium.
During summer 2014 he linked up with Halesowen Town and his former
Tipton boss John Hill for their Northern Premier League Premier Division
debut campaign, having ended 2013-14 as champions of First Division
South. He went on to spend the next five seasons with the Yeltz as skipper
and accumulated over 200 appearances, but his time ended at the conclusion of season 2018-19 as the club found themselves relegated from the
Southern League Premier Division Central. During summer 2019 he opted
to join Evesham United and took up the skipper’s armband for their
Southern League Division One South campaign, but left during March 2020
following the departure of manager Carl Abbot, just prior to the season
being curtailed and expunged by the Covid-19 pandemic.

Jakob BURROUGHS – Midfielder/Forward. Highly
rated young attacking player who first stepped up
to the Pics First Team squad during January 2018
after impressing in the Midland Football League
U21 West Division, following his progression
through the clubs Youth Development
Programme. During this time he continued to be
an integral part of Olympic’s U18 and U-21 sides
and was a key member of the U-18 side who
clinched a unique “double” by winning the Staffordshire Floodlit Youth Cup
and the Birmingham Midweek Floodlit Youth Cup in April 2019. He was also
named as the Pics U-21 Managers’ Player of the Season for 2018-19. During
September 2019 he linked up with former Pics manager Neil Kitching at
neighbours Boldmere St Michaels, prior to returing to Dales Lane during
November 2019 to become a regular part of the first team squad. January
2020 saw him link up with Tividale in the Midland Football League Premier
Division to further his experience, prior to returning to Dales Lane to
continue his development with the U-21’s and the first team.

Mitchell CLARKE – Midfielder/Defender.Versatile and highly regarded
player who transferred to Dales Lane during summer 2019 from Southern
League South Division One Central neighbours Sutton Coldfield Town for
an undisclosed fee, having set his sights on a move to a higher level of
football and submitting a transfer request that was reluctantly granted.
Comfortable in both defensive or midfield positions, he first came to
prominence with Wolverhampton Sporting CFC, with the pinnacle of his
spell at Hazel Lane culminating in winning the 2017-18 West Midlands
(Regional) League Premier Division championship by a 15 point margin.
However, following the break up of the side during summer 2018 he was
snapped up by Sutton Coldfield Town and as a player who always leads by
example he was quickly handed the Captain’s armband for a campaign that
eventually saw the Royals finish in fourth position, losing the play-off Semifinal against Bromsgrove Sporting, as well as suffering disappointment in the
final of the Walsall Senior Cup against neighbours Boldmere St Michaels.

Jonathan FLATT – Goalkeeper. Highly rated
custodian who was snapped up by the Pics during
August 2019. He began his career within
Wolverhampton Wanderers' academy at the age
of eight and signed his first professional contract
with the club in 2014. He made his senior football
debut for Wrexham during a loan spell in 2014,
during which time he made five appearances in
total for the Conference Premier outfit, prior to
linking up with Chesterfield in 2015, but failed to make an appearance for
the Spireites. Towards the end of the 2015-16 campaign he was then loaned
out to Cheltenham Town, where he made 10 appearances and helped the
Robins clinch the Conference Premier title and gain promotion to League
Two. During January 2017 he joined Conference Premier club Barrow on
loan from Wolves for the remainder of season 2016-17, during which time
he made some 25 appearances in all competitions. In June 2017, he rejoined
Cheltenham Town on a season-long loan, but was recalled 6 months later,
after only making 7 appearances in all competitions for the League Two
side. In February 2018, he linked up with Conference North side
Kidderminster Harriers on loan for a month, but at the end of the 2017-18
campaign found himself released by Wolves. During summer 2018, he signed
a one-year deal with League One club Scunthorpe United following a
successful trial, but was released following The Iron’s relegation to League
Two and during summer 2019 spent some time with Rushall before opting
to remain at Dales Lane, despite interest from a whole host of clubs at
higher levels in the game.
Reece MITCHELL – Defender. Highly rated left sided defender who signed
for the Pics from Boldmere St Michaels during July 2019 following a successful trial spell at Dales Lane. An outstanding young talent with plenty of
pace and who likes to get forward, despite a lot of interest from others
clubs he opted to link up with Rushall for the move two rungs up the National league System from our Step 5 Midland League Premier Division
neighbours. He first came to prominence in non-League circles with Birmingham outfit Cadbury Athletic, but moved eventually on to Boldmere in
February 2018. During the 2018-19 campaign he really shone for the Mikes
and was a key member of the side who won the Walsall Senior Cup at the
home of Walsall FC against their neighbours Sutton Coldfield Town in May
2019.

Riccardo CALDER – Defender/Midfielder.Versatile left sided wide player who can operate in a
number of positions, he arrived at Dales Lane
during summer 2020 after ending the Covid-19
pandemic annulled 2019-20 campaign with
Southern League Premier Division Central rivals
Nuneaton Borough. Began his career with Aston
Villa at the age of nine and progressed through
the Academy system to become a key member
the Villains Under-19's team that won the 2012–13 NextGen Series, beating
Chelsea in the final of the competition. On the deadline day of the 2015
summer transfer window he moved on loan to Dundee in the Scottish
Premiership, making his debut for the Dee as a substitute in a 1–0 away win
at Partick Thistle in September 2015, before making the starting line-up
two weeks later against Ross County a 3–3 draw. He remained at Dens
Park until January 2016 and returned to his parent club. During March 2016
he moved to Doncaster Rovers on loan, but couldn’t prevent them from
being relegated to League Two. However, during July 2016 he opted to rejoin Donny on loan until January 2017 and scored his first senior goal for
Rovers in an EFL Trophy tie against Mansfield Town in late August 2016. At
the end of his loan spell he returned to Villa and later linked up with National League side Lincoln City on a one-month loan deal during March
2017. The end of the 2016-17 campaign also signaled the end of his time at
Villa Park and after being released during July 2017 he signed a two-year
deal with recently relegated Scottish Championship club Inverness Caledonian Thistle. In May 2017 he had the honor of being in the Caley Thistle
squad that won the Scottish Challenge Cup, where he was an unused substitute at McDiarmid Park during the one-nil success against Dumbarton.
Having later had his contract terminated with Thistle during November
2018 and then having a break from the game, during summer 2019 he made
a return to football with Bradford (Park Avenue) in the National League
North. During October 2019 he then opted to move back closer to his
Midlands home with a transfer to league rivals AFC Telford United on a
deal until the end of the season. However, in January 2020 he then signed
for Nuneaton Borough on dual registration terms in order to get more
game time. On an international stage he has represented England at Under17’s level, playing at the 2012 Nordic Under-17 Football Championship in
the Faroe Islands. There he made four appearances, including the final, as
England ended as runners-up to Sweden.

Michael KIGHTLY – Midfielder/Forward. Olympic
pulled off a major transfer coup in September
2020 on the eve of the new campaign as they
agreed a deal with the former Premier League
winger who snubbed the advances of numerous
clubs in favour of being part of the Pics’ project.
He began his career as a youngster with
Tottenham Hotspur but after being released was
picked up by his hometown team Basildon United.
However he was soon back in the professional game after signing a
two-year scholarship with Southend United in December 2002 following a
trial period and went on to make his league debut for The Shrimpers in
May 2003. Although featuring in the vast majority of their cup games during
this time, he made only 13 Football league appearances during his three
seasons for them and in October 2004 joined Farnborough Town on loan,
spending three months with the club before returning to Southend in
January 2005. After being released at the end of season by 2004-05, he
returned to the non-league game with Conference National side Grays
Athletic, where he scored 15 league goals in his first season and was in the
side that won the FA Trophy against Woking at the Boleyn Ground, Upton
Park. Although he began the 2006-07 campaign with Grays and had scored
10 goals by November, his form caught the eye of scouts at then
Championship side Wolverhampton Wanderers, to whom he completed a
two-month emergency loan move on in November 2006. After scoring two
goals in five games, his loan move was made permanent when he signed a
two-and-a-half-year contract for a nominal fee on New Year's Day 2007. He
became a first-team regular in the remainder of the season and his six goals
helped the club into the play-offs, but were defeated at the semi-final stage
over two legs by arch-rivals West Bromwich Albion. Despite alleged
interest from the likes of Aston Villa, Charlton Athletic, Tottenham Hotspur,
Portsmouth and Everton, he ended the speculation by signing a new fouryear deal with Wolves in June 2007. His first full season with the club was
severely hampered by injury, but after the club narrowly missed the play-off
places on goal difference he signed an improved new four-year deal with
the club in June 2008.

During season 2008–09 he contributed eight
goals, as Wolves led the promotion race and
eventually finished as Football League Champions
for the 4th time and gained promotion to the
Premier League, although his own campaign was
prematurely halted by an injury during a reserve
game in March 2009. He returned to make his
first appearances in the Premier League in September 2009, but his injury curse soon struck
again and eventually made his return to first team action after 16 months
on the sidelines in April 2011. In October 2011, he joined Championship
side Watford in an initial one-month loan deal to regain match fitness,
which was later extended until January 2012, during which time he made
twelve appearances for the Hornets and scored three goals. Following his
loan spell, he returned to Wolves and managed his longest period of
Premier League football, but couldn’t prevent the team from suffering
relegation at the end of a troubled 2011-12 campaign that saw the
departure of manager Mick McCarthy. During August 2012 it was revealed
by Wolves that he was in talks with Premier League Stoke City, having
rejected a contract extension at Molineux Stadium to instead remain in the
top flight after joining for an undisclosed fee. However, he remained an
extremely popular figure amongst the Wolves faithful after over 100
appearances for the club during which time he lit up Molineux with some
sparkling displays. Although he scored on his Premier League debut for
Stoke in a 1–1 draw at Reading, he eventually fell out of favour with
manager Tony Pulis and ultimately found himself on the sidelines. Pulis was
replaced by Mark Hughes in May 2013, but in September 2013 he joined
Burnley on loan for the 2013–14 campaign and scored five goals in 38
games for The Clarest as they gained promotion to the Premier League. He
then made his move to Turf Moor permanent in une 2014, signing a threeyear contract. Although Burnley found themselves relegated back to the
Championship at the end of the 2014-15 campaign, the bounced straight
back to finish as 2015-16 Football League Champions and gain promotion
back to the Premier League. In January 2017 he joined Burton Albion on
loan until the end of the 2016–17 season, making a total of twelve
appearances for the Brewers, scoring four goals as they secured their
Championship status.

He was released by Burnley at the end of season
2016–17 and in July 2017 he rejoined former club
Southend United on a three-year contract – but
ultimately announced his retirement from
professional football during August 2019 with a
year remaining on his contract, having featured in
over 400 games. On an International stage he was
called into the England U21 squad in August 2007
for a friendly against Romania and went on to
feature in a total of 7 games.
Tyler LYTTLE – Defender. Rated as one of the best attacking full backs at
this level of football, he initially put pen-to-paper on a deal at Dales Lane
during July 2018 after trialing at a Football League club and also AFC Telford
United during the summer. However, he subsequently turned down the advances of numerous local clubs to be part of things at Dales Lane. The son
of former West Bromwich Albion and Nottingham Forest favourite Des
Lyttle, he began his career with Wolverhampton Wanderers and also represented the English Schools’ FA U18’s team during season 2013-14. However, after being unable to make the breakthrough at Molineux he ultimately
linked up with Bristol Rovers in 2014. After receiving the Youth Team Player
of the Year award for season 2014-15, he went on to sign his first professional deal in June 2015 and two months later made his professional debut
- starting in a two-nil defeat at Leyton Orient. In December 2015 he was
loaned to National League North side Nuneaton Town on an initial month
long loan deal, which was then extended to the end of the season, before
eventually being recalled by Rovers in April 2016. In October 2016 he
joined National League South side Truro City on a one-month loan deal
from The Pirates and in March 2017 he signed for Stafford Rangers. For the
2017-18 campaign he initially transferred to Hednesford Town, prior to
moving on to Sutton Coldfield Town during October 2017. An excellent debut campaign with the Pics saw him finish as top appearance maker by featuring in 52 of their 53 league and cup games, while also being named as
Players' Player of the Season and Manager's Player of the Season, in addition
to finishing as runner-up in the Supporters' Player of the Season award. After agreeing terms for season 2019-20, he suffered a number of injury
problems and only featured in four first team games during the coronavirus
pandemic affected campaign.

Desean MARTIN – Midfielder. Talented central
midfielder who arrived at Dales Lane from
neighbours Sutton Coldfield Town during summer
2020 after the Pics fought off interest from a
number of clubs at higher levels to capture his
signature. He first came to prominence with
Tividale during the 2014-15 campaign after signing
for the West Midlands side in December 2014
following his progression through the Academy
system at Packwood Road. During early 2015 he received an International
call-up from the Montserrat Football Association in early 2015, once he’d
graduated from the Academy squad. During summer 2015 he and fellow
Tividale Academy graduate and now Rushall teammate Shaquille
Leachman-Whittingham signed new deals with Tividale ahead of the 201516 campaign. He later linked up with Hednesford Town on trial in the
summer of 2016 under current Pics manager Liam McDonald, having
impressed for struggling Tividale in the Northern Premier League Division
One South during their 2015-16 relegation campaign. However, September
2016 saw him link up for a short spell with Tipton Town on a dual
registration basis, before later joining Walsall Wood in November 2016 on
a similar basis. However, he made an unexpected and dramatic return to
Keys Park in March 2017, coming on as a late substitute against Coalville
Town and firing home a thirty-yard volleyed equaliser. After earning his
place in the Pitmen side towards the end of the season, he was then
offered a new deal in May 2017 to remain at the club. At the
commencement of the 2017-18 campaign he linked up for a spell with local
outfit Brocton and for season 2018-19 he opted to join Market Drayton
Town for their Northern Premier League Division One West campaign.
Following an excellent campaign for the Shropshire outfit his performances
alerted the attentions of Sutton Coldfield Town and was quickly snapped up
by his former manager at Hednesford Town Neil Tooth.

Alex MOORE – Midfielder. A creative, ball-playing
midfielder who is also very adept at dead-ball
situations, he transferred to Dales Lane during
summer 2019 from Northern Premier League
South Division One Central neighbours Sutton
Coldfield Town in order to challenge himself at
the next level of the National League System. He
first came to prominence in the non-league scene
with Shropshire outfit Shifnal Town, before ending
the 2014-15 campaign with West Midlands (Regional) League Premier
Division rivals Wolverhampton Casuals, before eventually moving on to
Wolverhampton Sporting CFC. Following a spell of coaching in the USA, he
returned to Hazel Lane for the 2017-18 campaign, ultimately winnng the
West Midlands (Regional) League Premier Division championship by a 15
point margin. However, following the break up of the side during summer
2018 he was eventually snapped up by Sutton Coldfield Town and was a key
part of the side that led the Royals to a fourth placed finish, only to lose
the play-off Semi-final against Bromsgrove Sporting, in addition to suffering
disappointment in the final of the Walsall Senior Cup against neighbours
Boldmere St Michaels.
Eesa SAWYERS – Midfielder/Forward. Exciting young prospect who brings
pace and energy to the side, he stepped up to the Pics First Team squad in
October 2019 from the Dales Lane U-21’s side who compete in the
Midland Football League U-21 West competition. He originally arrived at
the club on trial during summer 2019 and signed contract terms during
November 2019. As he continued his development with the U-21’s and the
first team, September 2020 saw him net his maiden goal for the Pics with
the equalising goal in the 4-3 comeback against Bromsgrove Sporting at
Dales Lane.
Rackeem REID – Forward. The Pics first signing of summer 2020, they beat
off a lot of interest from elsewhere to secure the services of the exciting
front runner who impressed admirers greatly during the Covid-19
pandemic curtailed 2019-20 campaign, where his goals and performances
helped the Fox Hunters to top spot in the league standings until the
premature ending. He began his career as a Scholar with neighbours
Chasetown, before moving to Nottingham Trent University and

featuring for their team in the Nottinghamshire
Senior League Premier Division during the 201516 campaign and also for Gedling Town in the East
Midlands Counties League Premier Division. He
later went on to link up with Long Eaton United
in the Midland League Premier Division for the
2017-18 campaign, prior to joining Quorn AFC
for season 2019-20.

Orrin PENDLEY – Defender. Powerful and versatile defender
predominantly at home in central defence, but who can also operate
equally effectively at full back or even in midfield, he transferred to Dales
Lane during August 2018 from Evo-Stik League South Premier Division
Central rivals Kettering Town. He began his career with Warwickshire outfit
Studley and was a member of the team who won the 2014-15 Midlands
Floodlit Youth League Western Division championship in addition to
featuring for the Bees’ first team and having also been a graduate of
Gordon Strachan’s football academy. During the 2014-15 campaign he also
featured for Bromsgrove Sporting, before linking up with Worcestershire
rivals Bartley Green Illey on a dual-registration in February 2015, where he
remained until the end of the season. During summer 2016 he signed for
Alvechurch, before moving on to Highgate United in December 2016 and
ending the campaign at The Coppice. Summer of 2017 saw him link up with
Redditch United where his impressive performances soon alerted the
attentions of Evo-Stik League South Premier Division rivals Kettering Town
and he transferred to Latimer Park in January 2018. However, after helping
the Poppies to a fourth-place finish, they eventually lost out to Slough Town
in the play-off semi-finals. An excellent debut campaign with the Pics saw
him finish as second top appearance maker by featuring in 50 of their 53
league and cup games.

Chekaine STEELE – Midfielder/Forward. Attacking
wide man with undoubted pace, talent and ability,
he arrived at Dales Lane during summer 2019
having ended the 2018-19 campaign with
Bedworth United. A strong, two-footed player, he
began his career by coming through the ranks
with Port Vale Youth, progressing through the
Development and Reserve sides at Vale Park. In
May 2015 he one of five second year Scholars
who were awarded professional contracts by The Valiants and in August
2015 joined Buxton on a loan deal to gain experience of playing regularly at
senior level. During January 2016 he linked up with Witton Albion in a
similar deal, but at the end of the campaign found himself released by his
parent club. During summer 2016 he moved on to Worcester City and
went on to feature in some 33 games for The Blues, before being ruled out
with a hamstring injury for the final few weeks of what was an impressive
debut campaign. Summer 2017 saw the winger transfer to National League
North rivals AFC Telford United, but in September 2017 he was released,
having suffered an injury plagued spell with the Shropshire outfit. He quickly
linked up with Hednesford Town, but three months later was snapped up by
Sutton Coldfield Town. During summer 2018 he joined Leamington on trial,
but having found his chances somewhat limited; in late August 2018 he
joined Stourbridge on a dual registration from the Warwickshire outfit.
Despite making 23 appearances for the Glassboys (8 starts and 15 from the
subs bench) and scoring 3 goals, in February 2019 he opted to move on
after finding his opportunities limited in his last couple of months at The
War Memorial Ground. He transferred to Bedworth United, but couldn’t
prevent the Greenbacks from slipping back to Step 4 of the National
League System after just one season, following their relegation from the
Southern League Premier Division Central in April 2019. During the coronavirus pandemic affected 2019-20 campaign he suffered a number of injury
problems that limited his appearances, but has now bounced back stronger
than ever.

Sam WHITTALL – Defender/Midfielder. Highly
rated utility player equally at home in central
defence or central midfield, he arrived at Dales
Lane during summer 2016 after ending the 201516 campaign with then Northern Premier League
Premier Division rivals Stourbridge. Tall, powerful
and stylish and with an eye for a goal, he began his
career with Wolverhampton Wanderers where
from the age of 8 he progressed through the
Academy system to secure a professional contract in March 2012 and was
a regular in both the reserves and Under 21 Development squad side.
During spring of 2014 he was eventually released by Wolves and later
joined Cambridge United in August 2014 on a 6-month contract. However,
after only making a couple of league appearances he joined Brackley Town
on a youth loan in September 2014, a move that he made permanent in
December 2014. In January 2016 he signed for Stourbridge on a short term
deal until the end of the season. After linking up with the Pics as a
midfielder his versatility allowed him to also successfully revert to a central
defensive role in which he excelled and went on to sweep the board in the
Pics 2016-17 end of season awards by being named as both the Supporter’
and Player’s Player of the Year. During the 2017-18 campaign he topped the
Dales Lane appearance charts after featuring in 51 of the Pics 59 games,
taking his total over the century mark and he also chipped in with 4 goals.
For the second season running 2017-18 saw him again acclaimed by his
peers after being crowned as Player’s Player of the Year once more. At the
end of the 2018-19 campaign he had surpassed the 150 game mark for the
Pics.
Nehemia ZAZI – Forward. Highly rated young striker who transferred to
Dales Lane during summer 2020 after ending the the Covid-19 pandemic
curtailed 2019-20 campaign with Southern League Premier Division
Central rivals Alvechurch after being on the Pics radar for some time. He
began his career as a Junior with Rushall Olympic before linking up with the
Stourbridge U-18’s set-up, while also playing senior Saturday football for
Sikh Hunters. During the 2015-16 campaign he featured for Smethwick
Rangers and in May 2016 scored the only goal in the West Midlands
(Regional) League Premier Division League Cup Final against
Wolverhampton Sporting CFC.

Summer 2017 saw him make the step up to
Northern Premier League Premier Division
football with neighbours Sutton Coldfield Town,
but by January 2018 had linked up with Dudley
Sports followed by a spell with Wolverhampton
Sporting CFC until end of the campaign. October
2018 saw him move on to Bilston Town, where his
goal sciring exploits eventually alerted the attentions of former club Stourbridge, making his debut for the Glassboys during March 2019. During summer 2019 he linked
up with Gresley FC in the Midland Football League Premier Division,
before on moving to Southern League Division One Central outfit Coleshill
Town in October 2019 and finally Alvechurch in January 2020.
Liam McDonald—Manager
Nick Green—Assistant Manager
David Bridgwater—Coach
Trevor Burroughs—Coach

By Matt Badcock
WHAT’S THE best goal you’ve seen live? Not necessarily your
favourite or one that meant the most, saw your club win something
or, dare I say it, avoid relegation. But the best.
Football is subjective. One person’s best goal might not be to the
taste of another’s. Some prefer mazy runs. Others think there’s
nothing better than a long range strike that crashes in off the
underside of the bar.
We’re fortunate we get to see more Non-League goals than we
ever did. Now wonder strikes from across the country are only a
few clicks away, be it on the club’s website,YouTube channel or
social media. Often we will see a goal just moments after the game
has finished.
It used to be waiting to buy the end of season club video to re-live
those moments that could have occurred months earlier. Was it
quite as good as you remembered? Was it really that far out? Did
the keeper really have no chance?
One that will always live long in my memory was a strike by Michael
Warner for Farnborough Town against Heybridge Swifts. A headed
clearance fell out of the sky to customary cries of ‘SHOOT!’
Often the instruction to take aim is swiftly followed by groans as
the ball sails off target, troubling parked vehicles in the car park
more than the goalkeeper.
But this day, Warner’s effort was a dream. Like a tracer missile the
ball rocketed into the top corner. Two goalkeepers wouldn’t have
saved it.

It was brilliant. These days it would have gone ‘viral’ and been
retweeted thousands of times on twitter.
Technology has certainly made our annual Goal of the Season at
The NLP’s National Game Awards more competitive than ever.
More and more nominations roll in each year, all worthy winners
from all different levels of the game. In years gone by, these goals
would be the stuff of myth and legend. Now the tangible proof is
there.
I was fortunate enough to be at the National League North
Eliminator game between Brackley Town and Gateshead a few
months ago. Fans weren’t allowed in the grounds. That was a
shame for loyal supporters as it is but even more so when Shane
Byrne pulled a spectacular rabbit out of the hat on the stroke of
half-time.
Gateshead had just gone one up deep in first-half stoppage time and
looked for all the world to be heading into the break in front.
But Byrne, apparently, had other ideas. Receiving the ball from
kick-off inside his own half, the midfielder hit an inch perfect ball
that flew right into the top corner.
Gateshead keeper Brad James had no chance. It wasn’t like he’d
been caught unawares not concentrating. It left the handful of
people inside the ground open-mouthed. A wow moment. The only
problem for me being, I didn’t fully see it. I was taking notes down
from the first goal. Who shoots direct from kick-off!? I saw it in the
air from a long way out, I saw it arrow into the net. I saw 80 per
cent of it. But I didn’t see the actual strike itself.
So does it count as my best goal witnessed live? It’s certainly the
best one I nearly saw!

SATURDAY 31st OCTOBER
Buildbase FA Trophy
Rushall Olympic (a)
We face each other again on Saturday as the fixture tonight is
reversed and we head to Dales Lane for the FA Trophy match. Kick
off is at 3pm. Please check web and social media for ticket details.
The ground is at Rushall, Walsall, West Midlands, WS4 1LJ. There is
some limited parking at the ground.
TUESDAY 3rd NOVEMBER
League
Bromsgrove Sporting (a)
An evening trip to Worcestershire to face Bromsgrove Sporting at
the Victoria Ground. We had 2 good results here last season so this
one should be a good away trip. Please check web and social media
for ticket details. Kick off at 7.45pm.
The ground is at Birmingham Road, Bromsgrove, Worcestershire,
B61 0DR.
__________________________________________________
Next Games:
Saturday 7th November—Redditch United (h)
Tuesday 10th November—Leiston (a)
Saturday 14th November—Hednesford Town (a)
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3-0 Bramley

2-1 Bramley

Tamworth

Nantwich Town
(FAC)
Alvechurch

Rushall Olympic

03/10/20

10/10/20 Peterborough Sports

Nuneaton Borough

29/09/20

17/10/20

27/10/20

Redditch United

Leiston

Hednesford Town

Stratford Town

Stourbridge

Royston Town

Hitchin Town

St Ives Town

Alvechurch

Needham Market

Kings Langley

Coalville Town

Banbury United

07/11/20

10/11/20

14/11/20

17/11/20

21/11/20

24/11/20

28/11/20

05/12/20

08./12/20

12/12/20

19/12/20

26/12/20

02/01/21

03/11/20 Bromsgrove Sporting

31/10/20 Rushall Olympic(FAT)

06/10/20

Ashmore Putman
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Putman

Percival

22/09/20

Nisevic

3

3-1 Bramley

2

Bedworth United
(FAC)
26/09/20 Rushden & Diamonds

1

Edwards

Lowestoft Town

19/09/20

R

1-2 Bramley
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Bennett
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Nisevic

Bennett

Percival

5

Rowland
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Redhead

Edwards
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Julien

6

Redhead
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Browne
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Hollis
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Browne

8

D-Miller

M’Donald

M’donald

M’Donald
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Dunkley

9

Hickey
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Hickey

Hickey

Hickey

Hickey
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Williams

Rowland
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Browne

Hollis

Williams
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Browne

Redhead

Bennett

Browne

Bennett
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Redhead

Bennett
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McDonald
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Browne
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Fixtures, Results and Appearances 2020 / 2021 (Red for Home Games)
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Omotola

Redhead

Bennett

D-Miller

D-Miller

16

Bennett Nisevic

Dunkley D-Miller
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Julien

Hollis
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L

L

L

L

L

L

L

L

L

L

L

L

L

L

L

L

L

L
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Opposition

Nuneaton Borough

Peterborough Sports

Rushall Olympic

Leiston

Redditch United

Bromsgrove Sporting

Hitchin Town

St Ives Town

Tamworth

Lowestoft Town

Rushden & Diamonds

Needham Market

Kings Langley

Biggleswade Town

Coalville Town

Stratford Town

Hednesford Town

Stourbridge

Royston Town

Banbury United

Biggleswade Town

Date
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03/04/21
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24/04/21
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08/05/21

R
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3

4

5

6

7

8

9
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12
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Help Fund our 3G Pitch
We are looking to fund the remaining amount, on top of
the Grants we are applying for, to ensure we can bring a
new community facility to Barwell and help secure football
at the Complex for another 100 years.
If you would like to help please think about making a
donation at:
https://www.gofundme.com/manage/barwell-fc-3g-pitch-forthe-future#

