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Good afternoon and a very warm welcome to today’s 
opponents Stourbridge FC, as ever we do hope you enjoy 
your short stay with us before having a safe journey home. 
 
For our first fixture in the newly formulated Evo-stik 
Southern Central Premier division Stourbridge need no 
introduction, we have encountered the “glassboys” on 
numerous occasions over the last 15 years with the games 
being keenly fought with honors about even, The campaign 
for Stourbridge somewhat fell away last season after an 
excellent start and their usual foray  into the various FA 
competitions they mysteriously fell off the pace on the 
league front finishing just above half way in the Northern 
Premier Division, not a position I know they were happy with 
so I expect they will be wanting to put that right this season 
with at least a play-off spot their target. 
 
This close season has been somewhat of a more difficult 
challenge for Jimmy and his management team this time 
around, with the exit of key notable players in Craig Stanley, 
Matty Stenson and possibly Declan Towers, three very 
accomplished players at this level, so there is an introduction 
of new faces which as ever will take time to “bed in” as 
several are “stepping up in standard”, but as ever Jimmy 
who is now entering his eighth season with ourselves will 
make sure we are competitive, so the first 10 matches will 
give an indication of where we are at. 
 



 
As mentioned earlier this new division has been formed 
mainly to encourage more local football at this level with an 
eye on the pyramid system being more fluid for promotion 
and relegation, that said there will be some who will miss 
out this season with promotion from step 3 to step 2 as a 
result of only 6 teams being relegated from step 2 with 4 
winners and 4 play-off winners from step 3 looking to fill 
those places, so as you can see 2 teams at our level are going 
to miss out!, re-organization is never simple. 
 
Finally for today I would like to say a big thankyou and 
welcome to Nationwide windows and doors who have 
committed to sponsoring our first team for 2018/2019 
season, (more to follow on this announcement in the coming 
weeks with press releases, photos etc) As one of the top 
providers in their field in the uk, we are as a club very 
excited in having them commit to helping our club achieve 
it’s goals. Visit their website should you have a need for any 
of their product lines, their link is on our website. 
 

ENJOY TODAYS GAME 
 

TODAYS MATCH SPONSOR – MR DAVE LANGHOR OF 
BOSWORTH CONSTRUCTION SERVICES 

 
TODAYS MATCH BALL SPONSOR – MR ROGER GOADBY OF 

ELMLEIGH PROPERTIES 





STOURBRIDGE FC – CLUB HISTORY 
"The Glassboys" were founded in 1876 and were originally known as 
Stourbridge Standard. Top honours eluded the club until the 1887-88 
season when the Kidderminster Cup and the Worcester Charity Cup was 
won. By that time, it is known that that the club had changed its name to 
"Stourbridge Football Club" and were competing in the Birmingham and 
District League, where reasonable success was achieved without 
actually gaining the league title, but the Worcestershire Senior Cup was 
won on three occasions. 
 
The 1923-24 season was one of the best in the club's history, when the 
Birmingham League championship was clinched by finishing seven 
points clear of Shrewsbury and the Worcestershire Senior Cup was won 
yet again. 
 
After the Second World War, "The Glassboys" (reflecting the town's 
connection with the Cut Glass industry) enjoyed a particularly 
successful period with the Birmingham Combination Championship 
achieved in 1952 and the Birmingham, Worcestershire and Herefordshire 
Senior Cups were also won too during this particular era. 
 
The club returned to the Birmingham League in 1954 on the disbanding 
of the Birmingham Combination and were runners-up in 1955-56. The 
Birmingham Senior Cup was won for a second time in 1958-59 and later, 
the 1967-68 season saw the club achieve a 'double' in lifting both the 
Worcestershire and Birmingham Senior Cups. 
 
INTO THE SOUTHERN LEAGUE 
 
In 1971 the club was elected to the expanding Southern League and 
soon enjoyed success under manager Alan Grundy in the 1973-74 
season, with the Division 1 (North) title and the Merit Cup (for the 
league's highest goalscorers) coming to Amblecote. Twin strikers, Ray 
Haywood and Chic Bates, each notched 50 goals that season and were 
transferred to Shrewsbury Town, where Bates served 13 years as both 
player and manager. 
 
Another highlight in 1973-74 was a tremendous run in the Welsh Cup, in 
which we disposed of both Swansea and Wrexham on their own grounds 
and then faced Cardiff City in a two-leg final. A record crowd of 5,726  
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saw the Glassboys lose the home leg 1-0 and then also go down 1-0 at 
Ninian Park. 
 
Four seasons were spent in the Premier Division of the Southern League 
between 1974 and 1984, but little of note was achieved except for a 
Worcestershire Senior Cup Final victory over Kidderminster Harriers in 
1981. Two centre-forwards were also sold, Steve Cooper to Torquay and 
Tony Cunningham to Lincoln City during this time. 
 
Subsequent Midland Division form was mediocre too, despite three good 
F.A. Cup runs, and a disastrous run of results in 1987-88 led to a 
relegation spot, however fortune was on the club's side and we were re-
elected to the League in the close season. 
 
Stourbridge then went on from strength to strength, culminating in 
winning the Midland Division Championship in 1991 under the 
managership of John Chambers. But disappointment followed when 
Southern League officials refused promotion due to the shared use of 
the Ground with the Cricket Club.  
 
1992-93 also proved to be a truly remarkable season. Our league form 
was inconsistent, however following a memorable run in the Barclays 
Commercial Services (Southern League) Cup we reached the final, where 
despite the resignation of John Chambers as manager in the lead-up, we 
upset the form book by recording a 3-2 aggregate success over 
Southern League Premier Division champions Dover Athletic to win the 
trophy. 
 
After a mixed start to the 1995-96 season, the Club parted company with 
boss Colin Gordon at Christmas and then Chairman Morton Bartleet took 
control of team affairs. He led the side to the 1996 Worcestershire Senior 
Cup final where the Glassboys lost 4-3 on aggregate to Bromsgrove 
Rovers.  
 
October 1997 saw a new Chairman at the club and many impressive 
signings for the 1998-99 season were made under the guidance of a new 
manager, Steve Daniels. However early season success proved short 
lived as budget cutbacks then saw many of the more experienced  
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players move on. The club finished in mid-table and shortly after the end 
of the season, Daniels resigned as manager, and player/coach Micky 
Guest was promoted as his successor.  
 
The club suffered a torrid few months on and off the pitch at the start of 
the 1999-2000 season and Micky Guest resigned. Meanwhile a new 
owner came to the club, and swiftly appointed Mark Serrell as Chairman 
and Mark Harrison as Manager. Despite an influx of new players, 
continued poor results meant the bell finally tolled on our 29-year spell 
at Southern League level with defeat in the last game of the season at 
Hinckley United in May 2000. 
 
 We began our inaugural season in the Midland Football Alliance on a 
more optimistic note as we looked to re-group. We eventually finished in 
5th spot in the league, but the highlight of the 2000-01 season was the 
capture of the MFA Davis League Cup. We emerged victorious over 
Bridgnorth Town following a dramatic penalty shoot-out after the final 
had finished in a 1-1 draw, to collect our first silverware for eight years. 
 
The 2001-02 season began well with the lifting of the Joe McGorian Cup 
after a 2-1 victory at League Champions Stourport. In November 2001, 
however, the club parted company with Mark Harrison, with the former 
Bilston Town boss Joe Jackson subsequently taking over as manager. 
We remained amongst the front-runners in the League despite an 
inevitable transitional phase and on the final Saturday of the season, we 
were crowned champions in dramatic fashion as a last gasp stoppage 
time goal by Brian Gray earned the point we needed at Stafford Town to 
pip Bromsgrove to the title. 
 
Joe Jackson again led the club to the Midland Football Alliance 
Championship in 2002-03. Our record total of 101 league points only just 
being sufficient to overcome the strong challenge of Rushall Olympic 
and Stratford Town. The Joe McGorian Cup had earlier been retained 
after a 2-0 win at Rushall. Promotion though proved beyond us again 
due to the ground grading regulations in place at the time. 
 
Joe Jackson declined to try and lead us to a hat trick of titles in 2003-04 
and was replaced by Jon Ford and Gary Hackett, who had enjoyed two  
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successful seasons in charge at Bromsgrove. The new management 
team had to rebuild the side from scratch, but an encouraging second 
half of the season saw the Glassboys finish a creditable 9th.  
 
In 2004-05 we enjoyed a memorable run in the F.A. Vase to reach the last 
8 of the competition. We put up a tremendous display at AFC Sudbury in 
the quarter-final before finally succumbing to a 4-1 defeat after extra 
time. In the league, we were well placed for a title push at the turn of the 
year, but after our exit from the Vase in early March we suffered a terrible 
run of results which meant that we slipped down the league table and 
eventually finished in 8th place. 
 
In May 2005 Gary Hackett took sole charge of the team after Jon Ford 
decided to step down due to work and family commitments. With a re-
organisation of the non-league pyramid at Step 4 level on the cards, we 
looked to mount a strong push for promotion. Off the pitch, concerted 
efforts were made to enable the club to meet the new F A ground grading 
requirements by April 1st. A superb run of results after Xmas lifted us 
into the title race and entering the last week of the season, a league and 
cup 'double' was still achievable, but we went down to a 1-0 defeat to 
Willenhall Town in the Final of the Birmingham Senior Cup and then four 
days later, we were pipped to the MFA title by Chasetown and had to 
settle for the runners-up spot. Mark Bellingham had hit 61 goals for the 
season to break the club record, while his tally of 48 goals in the MFA 
also smashed the league record. An anxious two-week gap followed 
before we received confirmation of promotion and a return to the 
Southern League after six years at the lower level. 
 
In our first season back in the Southern League Midlands Division, a 
respectable 7th place finish in 2006-07 was achieved. We also reached 
the final of the Worcestershire Senior Cup, but following a goal-less 
draw at Amblecote in the first leg of the final against Evesham United, 
we were somewhat unluckily beaten 2 - 1 aet away in the second leg. 
 
in the 2007-08 season, an excellent run of results during March and April 
saw us seal a third-place finish in the Midlands Division to reach the 
play-offs. A narrow 1 - 0 win at home to Sutton Coldfield took us through 
to the Final away at second placed Leamington and in front of a crowd of  
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1.634, a stunning goal from Leon Broadhurst four minutes from the end 
of extra-time sealed a 2 - 1 victory to earn us a second promotion in 
three seasons and a return to the Premier Division of the Southern 
League after a gap of 24 years! 
 
After a difficult start to our return to the Premier Division, we eventually 
acclimatized to life at the higher level and we secured another season in 
the Premier Division with a final placing of 16th. We also reached our 
third senior cup final in four seasons with a fine run in the Birmingham 
Senior Cup, however we once again suffered heartbreak in the final as 
Hednesford Town defeated us 2 - 0 at Burton Albion's Pirelli Stadium.  
 
In 2009-10 Gary Hackett became the first Stourbridge manager to take 
the club through to the First Round Proper of the F A Cup with the 
Glassboys earning a home tie with Walsall. In front of a crowd of 2,014 at 
the War Memorial Athletic Ground the Saddlers ran out narrow 1 - 0 
winners on a momentous day for the club. Some excellent results in the 
second half of the campaign also saw Stourbridge finish in 9th place in 
the league. 
 
2010-11 saw the Glassboys taste cup final success as we defeated 
Worcester City 2 - 0 to lift the Worcestershire Senior Cup at 
Kidderminster Harriers. Another solid Premier Division campaign ended 
with Stourbridge finishing 8th. 
 
In 2011-12 we reached the First Round Proper of the F A Cup for the 
second time in three seasons and after a fabulous 3 - 3 draw away at 
League Two outfit Plymouth Argyle, a crowd of 2,519 saw the Glassboys 
defeat the Devon club 2 - 0 at Amblecote in front of the ESPN cameras to 
reach the 2nd Round Proper for the first time in our long history, but our 
glorious run was finally ended by Stevenage who won 3 - 0 at 
Stourbridge in-front of an attendance of 3,067. The Glassboys also 
remained in contention for the league play-offs, however a draw at 
Frome Town in our final fixture saw us just miss out on goal difference 
as we ended another memorable campaign in 6th place. 
  
We got our 2012-13 campaign off to a winning start too as a 1 - 0 victory 
away at Kidderminster Harriers enabled us to retain the Worcestershire  
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Senior Cup in a Final carried over from the previous season, but our 
early season form was wildly up and down. From December onwards 
though, we showed more consistency and a strong final run-in saw us 
clinch the runners up spot in the Premier Division. The Worcestershire 
Senior Cup was won for a third successive time in April 2013, but we 
needed penalties to overcome Redditch United after the final at St 
George’s Lane had ended goal-less, however a week later we suffered 
play-off heartbreak as we were beaten 2 – 1 at home by Gosport Borough 
in the semi-finals to miss out on the chance of promotion.   
  
In 2013-14 the club managed to reach the competition Proper stages of 
the F A Cup once again. A 4 – 1 home victory over league rivals 
Biggleswade Town in the 1st Round Proper earned us an away tie at 
Stevenage where we bowed out after a 4 – 0 defeat. In the league, a last 
day draw at Hitchin Town secured 5th spot and a play-off place for a 
second successive season, however in the semi-final we were beaten 2 – 
1 at league runners-up Chesham United. 
 
We were moved across the pyramid structure for the 2014-15 season to 
become members of the Northern Premier League for the first time in the 
club’s history. In an ultimately disappointing campaign, a dismal run of 
one win in our last 17 league games saw us eventually finish in 16th 
place.  
A host of new signings over the following summer gave the side a fresh 
look for 2015-16. Another remarkable run in the F A Cup, which included 
victories over non-league top flight sides Kidderminster Harriers and 
Dover Athletic saw the club reach the Second Round Proper once again 
before going down 2 - 0 to Eastleigh in-front of 2,086 at the War Memorial 
Athletic Ground and we also reached the last sixteen of the F A Trophy 
before succumbing to Nantwich Town. There was some late season 
disappointment, however, when defeats in our last two league games 
saw us consigned to a 6th place finish, therefore narrowly missing out 
on the play-offs.  
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The club once again enjoyed success in the F A Cup in 2016-17. In the 
2nd Round Proper the Glassboys defeated League One club 
Northampton Town at home 1 – 0, in front of a crowd of 2,520, to 
famously reach the 3rd Round Proper for the first time in our history, 
where with the backing of over 2,000 travelling fans, we fell to a narrow 2 
– 1 defeat away at Wycombe Wanderers. Soon afterwards defender Dan 
Scarr was sold to Birmingham City for a five-figure sum.  

A strong April saw us finish 3rd in the Premier Division to secure a play-
off berth, but after overcoming Workington at home in the semi-finals, 
we lost 1 - 0 away to league runners-up Spennymoor Town in the play-off 
final to miss out on promotion. 

The 2017-18 campaign saw the Glassboys have mixed fortunes in the 
league, eventually ending in 10th place, but the club reached the 4th 
Qualifying Round of the F A Cup and 2nd Round proper of the F A 
Trophy and the season ended on a high note with the lifting of the 
Birmingham Senior Cup with a 2 - 1 win over Hednesford Town in the 
Final played at St Andrew's. 

The Club returns to the Southern League for 2018-19 as a member of the 
newly created Premier Division Central with hopes high for a strong 
campaign.  

 

 

 

 
 





STOURBRIDGE FOOTBALL CLUB 2018/19 PLAYER PEN 
PICTURES 

NIALL MAHER 

A promising 19-year old goalkeeper signed in July 2018 after being released 
by Morecambe. Having spent some time with Tividale he joined the Shrimpers 
on scholarship forms in 2015 before signing a professional contract in the 
summer of 2017. Early in the 2017-18 season he spent a month on loan at 
Halesowen Town making two appearances.  

RAAJAN GILL 
 

Goalkeeper who linked up with the club for pre-season after spending 2017-18 
with Potteries side Newcastle Town in the Evo-stik South. He was initially with 
Leicester City before having spells with the likes of Tamworth, Romulus and 
Cirencester Town. He has also represented the Panjab FA National Team.  

 

KAIMAN ANDERSON 

Highly thought of young Telford based forward. He began his career with 
Shrewsbury Town, going on to earn a professional contract. He spent spells 
on loan with AFC Telford, Halesowen Town (twice) and Oxford City during his 
time with the Shropshire outfit and was a prolific goalscorer in the NPL whilst 
playing for Halesowen. Following his release from Shrewsbury in the summer 
of 2017 he signed for Southport for the start of last season but was loaned out 
to Nantwich early on to gain match fitness. He played ten times for Southport, 
scoring once before linking up with the Glassboys on loan in December 2017, 
later making the move permanent in March 2018.  

 
LUKE BENBOW 
 
A strong and deceptive striker with a terrific scoring record at this level. At 16 
he joined the Football Education programme at Birmingham City. He later had 
spells with Bromsgrove Rovers and Weymouth before being selected to join 
Glenn Hoddle’s Football Academy in Spain. He later returned to the UK and 
joined Solihull Moors who initially loaned him out to Highgate United before he 
linked up with Redditch United for the latter part of the 2011-12 campaign. He 
subsequently joined the Glassboys in the summer of 2012 and he spent three 
years with the club, managing 23 goals in his first season and 25, the following 
campaign before he suffered an injury hampered 2014-15 season. He initially 
signed for Hednesford in July 2015 but ended up moving on again to Rushall  
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before the start of 2015-16. Luke notched 20 times in the league as he 
appeared to get back to his best. After a season with Rushall, he re-joined us 
for a second spell in July 2016 and a tremendous 2016-17 campaign saw him 
notch 39 goals in all competitions as he won the Golden Boot award for the 
Evo-stik Premier Division. He moved on to Solihull Moors in the summer of 
2017, but injury hampered his progress there. He returned to Stourbridge on 
loan in November 2017 and has since re-joined on a permanent basis. His 
brace of goals helped the Glassboys lift the Birmingham Senior Cup in May.  
 
 
BRAD BIRCH 
 
A tenacious Worcester-based central midfielder who likes to get forward. He 
was originally signed in July 2016 after impressing in the pre-season build-up. 
He began his career in the youth ranks at Worcester City and has since seen 
service with Westfields, Bromyard Town and most recently Littleton in the 
Midland Football League. After one full season with the Glassboys he moved 
on to Worcester City in the summer of 2017 where he captained their side. He 
re-joined Stourbridge on a dual registration basis in March 2018 and has 
committed to the club for the 2018-19 season.  
 
 
LEON BROADHURST 
 
A highly regarded and tireless player who enjoyed a well-deserved testimonial 
in 2013-14. He has spent most of his time with us playing in the centre of 
midfield but has also appeared at left-back or centre-half. He re-joined us for a 
third spell in October 2009 after a brief stint with Leamington and reached 700 
appearances in our colours against Workington in December 2017. He has 
also notched over 100 goals for the club. Leon originally signed for 
Stourbridge in the summer of 2003 having previously played for Bromsgrove 
Rovers and Fairfield Villa, subsequently returning to Bromsgrove for a short-
time towards the end of the 2004-05 campaign. The evergreen campaigner 
swept the boards at the end of season awards at the end of last season.  
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JORDAAN BROWN 
 

A strong left-sided player, who is equally at home at centre-back or as a 
marauding full-back. He joined Stourbridge in the summer of 2018 from 
Stafford Rangers. Jordaan started his career at AFC Wimbledon and gained 
some senior experience with Chipstead before signing for then Conference 
South club Staines Town in the summer of 2012. After two seasons with the 
Swans, he headed to Vaasa in Finland to join VPS in the spring of 2014 where 
he got to play in the Europa League for his new club. In February 2015 he 
moved to Flekkeroy in the Norwegian 2nd Division before returning to England 
the following winter and signing for Hayes & Yeading FC in January 2016. He 
subsequently joined Redditch United early in the 2016/17 campaign after re-
locating to the Midlands and then moved on to Stafford Rangers in the 
summer of 2017. He enjoyed a fine 2017-18 campaign with Stafford, which 
saw him pick up three honours at the end of the season. He won the 
Manager's, Players' and Supporters' Player of the Year awards. 

 
 
ARIS CHRISTOPHOROU 
 
A versatile and reliable no-nonsense player, capable of playing at full-back or 
also in the centre of defence. He progressed through the youth ranks and into 
the reserve side at Walsall before being released in the summer of 2014. He 
had previously on the radar of the Cypriot international youth set-up. He duly 
signed for Rushall for the start of the 2014-15 campaign and chalked up over 
150 appearances in his three seasons with the Pics. He joined the Glassboys 
from Rushall Olympic in the summer of 2017 and is now in his second season 
with the club.  

 

JACK DUGGAN 
 
A powerful, strong central defender who was brought up in Blackpool, but now 
resides in the Midlands. Jack is a commanding presence in the air and a 
threat at the other end on set pieces. He started his career with Fleetwood 
Town. As he rose through the ranks he had loan spells with Lancaster City 
and Chester before being released by the Cod Army in the spring of 2012. He 
joined Kendal Town in July 2012 before following boss Lee Ashcroft to  
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Northwich Victoria in December 2012. He signed for Rushall in the summer of 
2013 where he soon impressed at the heart of their defence. He joined the 
Glassboys for a small fee in July 2016 and famously scored the winning goal 
against Northampton Town in the F A Cup 2nd Round in December 2016 
before a shoulder injury in February 2017 that required surgery ended his 
season prematurely. Despite only making 14 league appearances he was 
named in the Evo-stik League Premier Division ‘Team of the Year’ for 2016-
17. Injury continued to hamper him last season but is looking to get back to his 
best in 2018-19.  
 

AARON FORDE 
 
A strong midfield player with plenty of drive. He progressed through the 
academy at Walsall to captain the youth team before being released in the 
summer of 2011. The following season he had short spells with Romulus, 
Stourport Swifts and Redditch United before signing for Stratford Town in the 
summer of 2012 and he was a key member of their 2012-13 MFA title winning 
side. He joined Bedworth United for the start of the 2013-14 season before 
signing for Halesowen Town in January 2014. He spent a year-and-a-half with 
the Yeltz and then moved to Sutton Coldfield Town for the 2015-16 campaign 
before spending the whole of 2016-17 at Rushall. He joined Stourbridge in the 
summer of 2017 and is now in his second season with the club.  
 
 
AARON HAYDEN 

A strong and athletic versatile defender who was originally at Chelsea's 
academy before becoming a scholar at Wolves when aged 16 and later 
signing professional terms in March 2015. He enjoyed a loan spell at Newport 
County in League Two at the start of the 2015/16 campaign, making his 
league debut against Cambridge United on the opening day of the season. In 
2016/17 he had a loan stint with Hemel Hempstead Town during the first half 
of the season and then in January 2017 he joined Bromley on loan but had to 
return to Wolves soon afterwards after picking up an injury in a behind closed 
doors friendly without making a competitive appearance for the National 
League outfit. He joined AFC Telford on loan at the start of 2017-18 before 
returning to Wolves in January 2018. He then linked up with Stourbridge on 
loan in February 2018 and made a good impression. He has now re-joined the 
club on loan again until January 2019.  
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PAUL McCONE 

A highly regarded central defender. He originally joined the club in the summer 
of 2010, following his release from Wolverhampton Wanderers.  He enjoyed 
three outstanding seasons with us as he chalked up over 150 appearances. 
He moved on in the summer of 2013 to sign for newly-promoted Leamington 
in Conference North but returned very briefly in October of the same year to 
make a couple more appearances in our colours before joining another 
Conference North outfit, Hednesford Town, helping them to reach the 2013-14 
play-offs. He began 2014-15 at Hednesford but re-joined Stourbridge in 
October 2014 for a third stint, only to switch back to Hednesford two months 
later. Paul then followed the Pitmen's managerial team of Rob Smith and Larry 
Chambers to AFC Telford early in the 2015-16 season but an impressive start 
with the Bucks was halted by a serious knee injury which ruled him out of the 
rest of that season. He successfully regained his place in the Telford set-up in 
2016-17 becoming a key figure. Paul re-joined us for a 4th spell in July 2017 
following a change of manager at AFC Telford. 

 

GREG MILLS 

A skilful and direct left-sided winger who can also play through the middle to 
great effect. Greg started out his career at Derby County where he progressed 
through their ranks to go on and make two first team appearances with his 
debut coming in October 2009. He also spent time on loan with Solihull Moors, 
Macclesfield Town and AFC Telford United. Following his release by the 
Rams he signed for AFC Telford United in August 2011, but with his 
opportunities limited, he subsequently joined Worcester City in January 2012. 
He moved on to Boston United in March 2013 before signing for Barrow that 
summer. In October 2013 he joined King's Lynn Town on a month's loan 
before linking up with Corby Town the following month - again initially on loan. 
Greg flourished there, eventually joining the Steelmen on a more permanent 
basis and he spent two-and-a-half years with the Northamptonshire outfit, 
playing his part in their 2014-15 Southern League Premier title success with 
over 20 goals that season. He moved on to Tamworth in the summer of 2016, 
but in January 2017 he joined Nuneaton Town where he was re-united with 
Tommy Wright, his former boss at Corby. When Wright became manager of  
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Darlington in November 2017, he soon agreed a move to the north-east and 
he made 16 appearances for the Quakers netting once. Having now re-located 
to the West Midlands region, he signed for Stourbridge in the summer of 2018.  

 
STUART PIERPOINT  
 
An experienced and commanding central defender. He is a good organiser at 
the back, strong in the air and reads the game well. He originally saw service 
with Oldbury United and Sutton Coldfield Town and was then recruited by 
Halesowen Town in the summer of 2005 before joining Stafford Rangers in 
2008. In the summer of 2009 he moved on to Nuneaton where he spent two 
years before signing for Solihull Moors in 2011. Ahead of the 2014-15 
campaign he switched to Leamington to link up for a second time with their 
boss Paul Holleran, but on this occasion the move didn't work out and he 
joined Brackley Town in December 2014 where he played his part in helping 
the Northamptonshire outfit to avoid relegation from step 2. He was snapped 
up from Brackley in June 2015 and was soon appointed as club captain. Now 
in his 4th season at Stourbridge.  
 
 
BRADLEY REID  
 
Striker who has played for Wales at U19 and U21 level. He signed for the 
Glassboys in the summer of 2018 from Tamworth, having previously joined 
the club on a month’s loan in March 2018, only to be limited to one start after 
sustaining an injury on his debut. Bradley originally came through the youth 
ranks at Wrexham and his impressive showings at a young age earned him a 
move to Wolves in September 2013 for a five-figure fee. He couldn’t quite 
break into the first team picture at Molineux but did make an appearance in 
the EFL Trophy during the 2016-17 campaign. He also spent time out on loan 
whilst at Wolves, re-joining Wrexham twice as well as having two spells at 
AFC Telford United. He left Molineux in the summer of 2017 before signing for 
Tamworth, netting six times for the Lambs in a stop-start 2017-18 campaign 
as he was unable to nail down a regular starting place after struggling with the 
transition from full-time to part-time football. 
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ROBERT THOMPSON-BROWN 
 
An attacking midfield player who can also play out wide. He likes to get 
forward and is a threat on dead-ball situations. Robert started out in the youth 
system at Kidderminster Harriers. He then spent time with Redditch United 
and Stratford Town before returning to the Aggborough fold. He moved on to 
Nuneaton for the 2012-13 season and subsequently had spells out on loan 
with Daventry Town and Leamington. He signed for Hednesford Town in 
August 2013 and enjoyed one season at Keys Park before joining Halesowen 
Town in July 2014. A move to Stratford Town followed in February 2015 
before he joined Redditch United in December 2015. He signed for 
Leamington in the summer of 2016 and he spent one-and-a-half years with the 
Brakes. Robert netted six times in 22 appearances for Leamington last season 
before joining Stafford Rangers in December 2017 in search of more regular 
starts. He completed a move to Stourbridge in May 2018.  

 

DARRYL WESTLAKE 

A measured and reliable full-back with extensive league experience. He began 
his career with Walsall, progressing from the youth ranks into the first team, 
making his league debut in August 2009. He made over 70 appearances for 
the Saddlers before moving to Sheffield United in the summer of 2012. In 
November 2013, he joined Mansfield Town on a month's loan - an 
arrangement that was later extended to the end of that season. After being 
released by Sheffield United in May 2014, he subsequently made the move 
north of the border in September 2014 to join Kilmarnock. He had two seasons 
at Rugby Park, but an ankle injury restricted his appearances in 2015-16. He 
spent some time with Solihull Moors in the summer of 2016 before making the 
switch to Amblecote in September 2016.  
 
 
GARY HACKETT (Manager) 
 
Stourbridge born, Gary began his playing career at Lye Town before moving 
to Bromsgrove Rovers. He was spotted by Shrewsbury Town and joined the 
Shropshire side in 1983. After clocking up over 170 appearances in four years, 
he moved to Aberdeen and later played for Stoke City, WBA, Peterborough 
and Chester City. Returning to the Midlands, he spent two seasons at 
Halesowen Town before coming to Stourbridge as Player-Coach for the 1997- 
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98 season. A year later, he moved on to take a similar role at Stourport. In the 
autumn of 2000, he returned to Halesowen Town to assist the then-manager 
Alan Moore, followed by short stints back at Bromsgrove and then Redditch. 
He again returned to Bromsgrove Rovers to take charge with Jon Ford in 
December 2001. Finishing up as runners-up in the MFA was good enough for 
Rovers to win promotion back to the Southern League Western Division, 
where despite a third-place finish, the duo were replaced. Along with Jon Ford, 
Gary accepted an offer to return to Stourbridge to take charge of the side in 
May 2003 before taking sole charge of the Glassboys two years later following 
Jon Ford’s decision to step down. Having guided the club to two promotions in 
three seasons (2005-06 and 2007-08), he also became the first manager to 
lead Stourbridge into the First Round Proper of the F A Cup in 2009-10 and 
the 3rd Round Proper in 2016-17.  
 
 
JON FORD (Assistant Manager) 
 
Started out as a teenager with Halesowen Town and went on to play for 
Stourbridge, Bromsgrove, Dudley Town and Cradley Town before earning a 
move into league football with Swansea City at the start of the 1991-92 
season. Jon made 160 appearances for the Swans over a four-year period, 
becoming a well- regarded defender or sweeper, which brought him a move to 
Bradford City for the 1995-96 campaign. Spells at Gillingham and Barnet later 
followed before he returned to the Midlands early in 1999 to play for 
Kidderminster in the Conference. He subsequently played for Telford and 
Halesowen Town before returning to Bromsgrove Rovers as Player/ Assistant 
Manager in the summer of 2001, later becoming joint-manager with Gary 
Hackett in December of that year. Surprisingly axed, along with Gary in May 
2003, he re-joined Stourbridge as Player/Joint-Manager a short while later. In 
May 2005 Jon decided to stand down as joint-manager due to family and work 
commitments, but he has stayed with the club since and continues to provide 
assistance to Gary.  
 
 
 

 

 

 



ELMLEIGH
PROPERTIES

LIMITED
(Tel: 01455 632682)

We have newly built semi-detached

houses available in the Barwell area

at affordable commercial prices

LAND WANTED by us 

in the area

We wish

BARWELL FOOTBALL CLUB

every success

in the current season



BARWELL FC SHIRT SPONSORSHIP 2018/2019  

 
1 
 

 
LUKE PAWLEY 

 
2 
 

 
DANNY PICKERING 

 
3 
 

 
SIMON MATHIESON 

 
4 
 

 
THE TOMLIN FAMILY 

 
5 
 

 
JOSEPH MILNES 

 
6 
 

 
JOSEPH MATHIESON 

 
7 
 

 
LITTLE CEDARS NURSERY 

 
8 
 

 
WEST COUNTRY SUPPORTERS CLUB 

 
9 
 

 
ROB GUEST 

 
10 

 

 
COLIN HOLT 

 
11 

 

 
ARRIVA MIDLANDS 

MANY THANKS FOR YOUR SUPPORT 





Liam Castle 

 

Castle is entering his 13th season with the club and has virtually been an 

ever-present at Kirkby Road under Jimmy Ginnelly, barring a few games 

that he has missed through injury. The goalkeeper has achieved plenty of 

league and cup success with the Canaries and will be hoping to replicate 

that this season. 

 

Ollie Parkes 

 

Ollie is a Nuneaton-based goalkeeper who joins us to provide back-up for 

Liam Castle, following the departure of Mikey Turner this summer - who 

has joined Harborough Town. 

 

Ryan Brown 

 

Likewise, 18-year-old Ryan Brown will also provide back-up for Castle, 

following his departure from Nuneaton Borough - where he played in the 

youth team. Brown featured on the bench a couple of times in pre-season 

but will face a tough challenge to displace Castle over the course of the 

season. 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Elliot Percival 

 

The former Leicester City and Sheffield Wednesday defender signed for 

Barwell last summer and has not looked back. Percival is now one of the 

key players in Jimmy Ginnelly's side and can play all across the back four 

as he looks to help push the team into the play-offs and maybe beyond. 

His fantastic attitude both on and off the pitch will set him up for a long and 

successful career in the game. 

 

Jai Rowe 

 

Signed from Nuneaton Borough this summer, Jai is an exciting full back 

and is the youngest member of our squad this season. The youngster 

impressed during our pre-season friendlies over the summer and the 

management team did not hesitate over their decision to get him signed as 

quickly as possible. 

 

Brad-Lee Gascoigne 

 

Gascoigne is an experienced defender, having played for several clubs, 

including neighbours Nuneaton Borough. The central defender is based in 

Mansfield but revealed over the summer that he already feels 'the most 

settled he has ever been at a club' so does not mind the travel. The central 

defender adopts a 'no-nonsense' attitude but is also a skilled technical 

footballer who likes to play out when he can. 



 

Liam Kay 

 

Liam Kay is an experienced defender at our level and stands out 

whenever he is in the side. However, due to work commitments, he is 

often unavailable on a Saturday afternoon. Despite this, he is still a 

fantastic option for Jimmy Ginnelly to have, should he be available. 

 

Guy Hadland 

 

Assistant manager Guy Hadland has signed player registration forms for 

the season ahead, in case of an injury crisis in the centre back area of the 

pitch. The former Nuneaton Town defender has served as Jimmy's 

assistant for several years and his knowledge and passion for football 

provides a huge boost to the squad. 

 

Liam Cross 

 

Liam is a young centre half that we have signed from Bedworth United 

Under-21s this summer. The youngster is a calm and composed defender 

who could thrive under Jimmy Ginnelly this season, as he looks to get his 

first taste of senior football and develop as a footballer with the Canaries. 

 

 

 

 



 

Eddy Nisevic 

 

As trustworthy as non-league left backs come, Eddy has been at Barwell 

for several years and is committed to the club. He is a solid 1-v-1 defender 

and can also create dangerous opportunities when he travels forward 

down the left wing. 

 

Nigel Julien 

 

Club captain Nigel celebrated his testimonial over the summer and has 

committed to the club once again. The tenacious central midfielder isn't 

afraid to get stuck in and recover the ball. He can also create attacks from 

deep for the Barwell side. 

 

Jake Heath 

 

Heathy joined Barwell last season and is another player who has shown 

his commitment to the club by travelling to every match and every training 

session from Staffordshire. He finished last season really strongly in a 

holding midfield role and continued his form into pre-season. 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Brady Hickey 

 

Brady will be the team captain this season, meaning he will wear the 

armband on the pitch. The attacking midfielder re-joined us last season 

after a brief spell at Nuneaton Town and will look to rediscover the form he 

displayed before he left the club previously. 

 

Blair Anderson 

 

Well known to Barwell fans for his previous spell at the club, Blair has 

returned to the club this summer after time at Coalville Town. The winger 

has pace to burn and is an exciting addition to the squad for the coming 

season. 

 

Ben Ashby 

 

Ashby is a versatile midfielder who can play on either wing, as well as 

centrally if needed. He has recently spent time at Rugby Town but has 

now made the step up to the Evo-Stik Southern League Central Division to 

show what he can do. 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Ryan Baldwin 

 

Quick winger/forward Baldwin has been at Barwell for over a year and his 

best memory in a green shirt will be the winning goal he scored at the King 

Power Stadium in 2016, as Barwell lifted the Leicestershire & Rutland FA 

Challenge Cup. The youngster is a student at Coventry University and will 

be hoping to establish himself in the first team this season. 

 

Tom Bates 

 

'Batesy' is a very popular figure in the dressing room and has take a step 

back from playing to focus on his new coaching role with the club. 

However, he is still registered as a player and will be called upon 

throughout the season, if needed. 

 

Owen Story 

 

33-year-old Story is another player who has re-signed for the club after 

helping us to a ninth-place finish last term. He is another versatile 

midfielder who can play on either wing, as well as centrally or at left back. 

The former Brackley man brings a lot of experience to a relatively young 

attacking midfield department. 

 

 

 



 

 

Jake Warmington 

 

Former Aston Villa youngster 'Warmy' joined us last season and made a 

number of appearances towards the end of the campaign, including 90 

minutes away at Shaw Lane. The youngster scored in that game and also 

bagged two in our pre-season trip to Quorn this summer. The talented 

wide midfielder will be hoping for more of the same this season. 

 

 

Massiah McDonald 

 

Having spent last season at Coalville Town and Stafford Rangers, 

McDonald joined Barwell this summer in the hope that he will enjoy his 

football again at Kirkby Road. In a pre-season interview with the club's 

website, the Montserrat international has set himself a target of 15 goals 

for the 2018-19 season. 
 
 
 



M A T C H  R A N G E



 

Help the club on the pitch and sponsor a square for only £10.  Contact Simon at home games for more information or send us a message on Twitter @barwellfc1992 

 

Simon 
Mathieson 

Joseph 
Mathieson 

James 
Tomlin 

West Country Supporters 
Club 

Darcey 
Tomlin 

Georgia 
Tomlin 

Jennie 
Tomlin 

Julie Laing 

Julie Laing 

Julie Laing 

Dave Laing 

Dave Laing 

Colin Holt 

Ivy and 
Snowy 

Mike 
Boyall 

Danny 
Pickering 

Helen 
Boyall 

Chris 
McCole 

Nobby 
Lucas 

Flash Fleet 
Intl. 

Luke 
Pawley 

Jack 
Benson 

John Iliffe 

Curly 
Botterill 



Greenfields Sponsorship Agreement 
 

EVO-STIK League South partners with Pitch Expert, GreenFields 
to give pitch advice for 84 clubs across the South of England. 

With a successful first year as pitch partner of the EVO-STIK Northern 
Premier League under their belts, sports turf specialist GreenFields 
was today unveiled as the new official pitch partner for the clubs at the 
other end of the country, in the EVO-STIK League South. 

The partnership was announced to the league’s 84 clubs earlier today 
in the lead up to the start of the season this coming Saturday. As 
established already with clubs in the North, GreenFields as a 
manufacturer and installer of FIFA accredited artificial pitches will 
provide advice and support on sports surfaces to the 84 clubs in the 
South. This will help clubs who are looking at creating a business 
model focused on the increased footfall and usability of having a 3G 
pitch. GreenFields is also an established pitch maintenance provider 
with a national Grounds Team, and as a result of this, natural grass 
advice will also form a big part of the partnership. GreenFields will send 
out a newsletter every 6 weeks primarily focused on natural grass 
pitches as part of the drive to reduce the number of fixture 
postponements during the winter months. 

In the EVO-STIK Northern Premier League, GreenFields have 
successfully installed their 3G woven elite product at Hyde United FC 
back in 2016 and are in the process of installing the same product at 
fellow member club, Buxton FC. 

Robert Turner, Club Secretary at Buxton FC commented: “When we 
made the decision that we were going with a new 3G pitch we spoke to 
many clubs who had already got a 3G to get advice. When we saw the 
pitch at Hyde United FC we were blown away by how natural and 
realistic it was and knew that we had to have it as our new playing  



 

surface.” 
 

GreenFields have also recently partnered with funding experts, Sedulo 
who can offer support and advice to clubs to enable them to secure the 
right type of funding to suit their needs and to facilitate the installation 
of a new sports pitch. 

Terry Barratt, Chairman of the EVO-STIK League South is looking 
forward to working with GreenFields in the season ahead, he 
commented: “We are pleased to welcome GreenFields as a League 
Sponsor. They are a national company who have made their reputation 
in the quality of both synthetic and natural grass pitches. GreenFields 
have agreed to sponsor the ‘Club of the Month Award’ and in addition 
to an engraved glass salver each winning club in all four divisions will 
also receive a cheque for £150 to be spent against maintenance 
services or equipment with GreenFields. We look forward to working 
with GreenFields and trust we have a successful sponsorship to our 
mutual benefit.” 
Paul Milton, Director of GreenFields added: “Our first year of partnering 
with the Northern Premier League has by far exceeded our 
expectations, which is why we approached the EVO-STIK South to 
initiate a similar partnership. We are excited by this new partnership 
and look forward to meeting member clubs in the South throughout the 
season.” 

More information on GreenFields can be found at 
www.greenfieldsturf.co.uk 

Greenfield's social media channels include Facebook, Twitter, LinkedIn 
and Instagram. 

 





PREMIER DIVISION CENTRAL 
 
 15:00 AFC Rushden & Diamonds vs Redditch  

 
 15:00 Alvechurch vs Royston Town 

 
 15:00 Barwell vs Stourbridge 

 
 15:00 Bedworth United vs Needham Market 

 
 15:00 Halesowen Town vs Lowestoft Town 

 
 15:00 Hitchin Town vs Kettering Town 

 
 15:00 King's Lynn Town vs Biggleswade Town 

 
 15:00 Leiston vs Coalville Town 

 
 15:00 Rushall Olympic vs Banbury United 

 
 15:00 St Ives Town vs Tamworth 

 
 15:00 Stratford Town vs St Neots Town 

 



Independent Ford Specialists
Mill Street Motors

www: millstreetmotors.co.uk

IS PROUD TO BE ASSOCIATED WITH 
BARWELL FOOTBALL CLUB

If you are looking for a second hand car in  
the Leicestershire area then look no further than  

Mill Street Motors.

Mill Street,  Barwell, Leicester, Leics, LE9 8DX

Tel. 01455 842984

Service

Finance

Used cars
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THE NEW SEASON 
THERE was a certain relief walking out of NLP Towers at 9:30pm 
last Saturday night. 
Another summer had been negotiated, August is here and 
competitive football is finally back. 
The off-season is a busy one for us as we aim to keep producing 
engaging articles people will enjoy reading and, I hope, we have 
once again managed to do that. 
While there might not be a full programme of matches for a few 
weeks, there’s always something going on in Non-League football 
once the regular season finishes at the end of April. 
The play-offs get into full swing immediately, then there’s all the 
finals to cover, restructuring, league constitutions, league 
constitutions part two, transfers, fixtures, FA Cup, Trophy and 
Vase draws and, eventually, pre-season matches. 
But there’s nothing quite like that first Saturday of the new 
campaign. Where everyone turns up, level on points, full of hope 
and ambition, with fans wondering, ‘Could this be our year?’ 
New players have been signed, stands have had a lick of paint and 
there’s grass in all the goalmouths – although this year much of it 
will be parched! I imagine there will be some expensive water 
bills dropping on the doormats of clubs in the near future as 
groundsmen battle against the heat. 
Of course, we’ve had the World Cup to tick us over too and with 
England going deep into the competition, the excitement and 
feel-good factor has been palpable. Non-League football can 
really benefit from the national side having a good competition 
too. 
And there was plenty to be proud of for this level of the game 
with Jordan Pickford’s loan spells at Darlington and Alfreton 
taking up many column inches, along with Nick Pope’s Bury 
Town beginning and the well-told tale of Jamie Vardy. Who 
knows where the players kicking off over the coming weeks will 
end up in a few years’ time. 
 



 
 
That’s one of the exciting parts of this time of year. It’s all ahead 
of us now. The surprises, the shocks, the Cup runs – over the 
coming nine months stories and memories will unfold for 
everyone. We’ll enjoy covering every kick. Good luck! 
  
  
SIN BINS 
Could we see the use of Sin Bins throughout the Non-League 
Pyramid in the future? 
Last season the FA trialled the punishment across 31 leagues at 
various levels and this year that will be expanded with the plan 
for every Step 7 and below league to use them from 2019-20. 
The FA chose to use sin bins solely for dissent. Did you know that 
one in four yellow cards is given for that offence? And last 
season’s Pilot showed a significant reduction of 38 per cent. 
It seems to be tackling the problem. 
The hope is sin bins will change behaviour because it will have an 
immediate impact. Backchat will see a player spend 10 minutes 
on the sidelines (eight minutes for games of 80 minutes or less) 
and will harm the team straightaway, rather than receive a 
booking and carry on. 
The FA’s Head of Judicial Services, Mark Ives, answered 
questions on the system as part of our monthly NLP column with 
the governing body. 
He explained how the FA are governed by the International 
Football Association Board (IFAB) when it comes to laws of the 
game. At the moment, they are only allowed to introduce it at the 
grass-roots level. 
But should that change, I wonder if we’ll see it higher up the 
ladder. If it works, which it seems to, that can only be a good 
thing. 
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Canaries fans can now buy their season tickets, 
priced at £135 for adults and £90 for concessions. 

Please see/contact a member of our 
committee to purchase your season ticket. 

Alternatively, fill in a contact form on our 
website or get in touch via Twitter/Facebook 
to secure your tickets for the season. 

We will also have a loyalty card available on 
the entry gate this season. For every four 
matches you attend (and get stamped on 
your card), you will be able to gain free entry 
to a fifth match. 





Michael 
Ambrose 
Limited 

INDEPENDENT FINANCIAL ADVISERS 

Would Like To Wish 
Barwell Football Club 

Every Success in the Coming Season 

 Martyn N Holmes 
FPFS • CFPCM•ACII  

Chartered Financial Planner 

Senior Financial Adviser 
24 Upper King Street 

Leicester. LE1 6XE 
 

Tel: 0116 2549494 • Fax: 0116 2540617 
 

Michael Ambrose Limited are authorised and regulated by the  
Financial Conduct Authority 
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Fixtures, Results and Appearances 2018 / 2019 
Date Opposition C Score 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 

11/08/18 STOURBRIDGE LGE                   
14/08/18 REDDITCH UNITED LGE                   
18/08/08 NEEDHAM MARKET LGE                   
25/08/18 KETTERING TOWN LGE                   
27/08/18 COALVILLE TOWN LGE                   
01/09/18 ROYSTON TOWN LGE                   
15/09/18 BIGGLESWADE TOWN LGE                   
29/09/18 LEISTON LGE                   
06/10/18 ALVECHURCH LGE                   
13/10/18 AFC RUSDHEN DIAM LGE                   
16/10/18 BANBURY UTD LGE                   
20/10/18 LOWESTOFT TOWN LGE                   
03/11/18 BEDWORTH UTD LGE                   
10/11/18 RUSHALL OLYMPIC LGE                   
17/11/18 KINGS LYNN TOWN LGE                   
20/11/18 HALESOWEN TOWN  LGE                   
24/11/18 ST NEOTS TOWN LGE                   
01/12/18 HITCHIN TOWN LGE                   
08/12/18 STRATFORD TOWN LGE                   
15/12/18 ST IVES TOWN LGE                   
22/12/18 STOURBRIDGE LGE                   
26/12/18 COALVILLE TOWN LGE                   
29/12/18 REDDITCH UNITED LGE                   
01/01/19 TAMWORTH LGE                   
05/01/19 BANBURY UTD LGE                   
12/01/19 RUSHALL OLYMPIC LGE                   
19/01/19 KINGS LYNN TOWN LGE                   
26/01/19 HALESOWEN TOWN LGE                   
02/02/19 BEDWORTH UTD LGE                   
09/02/19 LOWESTOFT TOWN LGE                   
16/02/19 HITCHIN TOWN LGE                   
23/02/19 ST NEOTS TOWN LGE 

 
                  

02/03/19 STRATFORD TOWN LGE                   
09/03/19 ST IVES TOWN LGE                   
16/03/19 ALVECHURCH LGE                   
23/03/19 AFC RUSHDEN DIAM LGE                   
30/03/19 BIGGLESWADE TOWN LGE                   

06/04/19 LEISTON  LGE                   
13/04/19 NEEDHAM MARKET LGE                   
20/04/19 KETTERING TOWN LGE                   

                     
                     
                     
                     



Notice Board 

  

Barwell Football Club £otto 

Minimum Prize £100 

Tickets 50p – available from all committee members 

  

Ring 2 numbers, match them with the first 2 winning numbers 
drawn out in the National Lottery on Saturday, you’re a winner! 

 Agents required – good commission paid 

  

  

 VISIT OUR WEBSITE 

AT 

www.pitchero.com/clubs/
barwell  

  

           Polite notice 

Would spectators please refrain from using indecent 

language or making racist remarks which are likely to 

cause offence. Barwell Football Club reserve the right to 

have offenders removed from the ground or to take 

action against them through the Court of Law if 

necessary  
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