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NMkt v Leiston 26th August 2019 Chairman’s Notes 

Firstly, my welcome to the players, management team, committee and 

supporters of local Suffolk rivals Leiston and to the match officials for this Bank 

Holiday Monday BetVictor Southern Premier Division Central league fixture.  

Unfortunately, we have suffered two more disappointing results since my last 

programme notes. Nine days ago, after completely dominating the game against 

Redditch Utd here at Bloomfields, we conceded another last-minute goal to end 

up drawing the game 2-2. This was after two great goals from Craig Parker and 

Joe Marsden had seen us in control at 2-1 but unable to convert any more of our 

numerous chances (although Joe Marsden’s superb first half strike should have 

counted as it undoubtedly crossed the line after it had hit the underside of the 

bar – although the referee later agreed, neither he nor the linesman were in a 

position to award it - and what looked like Joe Neal’s first league goal for the 

club was ruled out by the other linesman for offside). Two days ago after the 

long trip to Nuneaton we found ourselves one down against Nuneaton Borough 

(relegated from the Step 2 National North league at the end of last season) after 

only two minutes: Keiran Morphew was harshly adjudged to have fouled a 

Borough striker just inside the box and the Borough No 9 duly smashed in the 

penalty despite a great attempt by Marcus to get to his hard hit shot just inside 

his right hand post. Borough then proceeded to have the better of the first half 

and could have gone in more than one goal up although Craig Parker did have a 

great chance with a header that perhaps should have gone in. We were much 

better in the second half and finished on top but without a goal to show for our 

efforts so lost the game 1-0. 

Looking back in the club’s history at the corresponding Bank Holiday Monday 

fixtures over the last 10 years I see that last season we again played Leiston at 

home drawing the match 2-2 with Keiran Morphew getting MOTM and Joe 

Marsden and Adam Mills the goals. Two seasons ago on 28th August 2017 we 

lost 3-0 at home against Brightlingsea Regent in our last season in the Isthmian 

Premier League with Sam Nunn getting MOTM.  Three seasons ago on 29th 

August 2016 we lost 4-0 at home again against today’s visitors Leiston with Luke 

Ingram MOTM. Four years ago on 31th August 2015 we drew 2-2 again at home 

against Leiston with MOTM Adam Mills getting both our goals. Five years ago on 

25th August 2014 we beat Sudbury 3-1 away in our last season at Step 4 in the  
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NMkt v Leiston 26th August 2019 Chairman’s Notes 
(cont..) 

Ryman North Division with Keiran Morphew MOTM and goals from Luke Ingram, 

Ian Westlake and Sam Newson.  

Six years ago, on 26th August 2013 we were again at Sudbury this time drawing 

0-0 with Keiran Morphew MOTM.  Seven years ago, there was no corresponding 

Bank Holiday Monday fixture on 27th August 2012.  Eight seasons ago on 29th 

August 2011 we again played Sudbury this time winning 2-1 at home with 

Bradley Barber MOTM and Sam Newson and Danny Thrower scoring the goals.  

Nine years ago, on 30th August 2010 in our first year in the Isthmian League we 

beat Maldon 4-0 at home with MOTM Nathan Stone scoring twice and Craig 

Parker and Danny Thrower once each.  Finally, ten seasons ago on 31st August 

2009 in our last season in the Ridgeons Premier Division at Step 5 there was no 

Bank Holiday Monday fixture. 

This afternoon’s visitors and our closest Step 3 rivals also lost on Saturday going 

down 2-1 at home to Tamworth. They have also made a bad start to the season 

losing 3 of their four matches and are currently 22nd in the table with a single 

point, four places below us in 18th with our 2 points from our four games. While 

local derbies have a more than normal importance for players, management and 

fans let’s hope it’s a great game and, as ever, let’s get behind the Marketmen as 

the 12th man and help ensure that it’s us that get the victory and our first win 

and three vital points to rise higher up the table. 

Enjoy the game 

Keith 

****************************************************************** 

Needham Market Football Club  
Emergency Evacuation Procedure 

Needham Market Football Club has an agreed emergency policy to ensure the 
safe and controlled evacuation of the ground. In the event of an emergency it is 
important that everybody remains calm while the situation is investigated by the 
Safety Officer or Club Official / Steward. If it is considered that the situation 
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warrants evacuation, then all exit gates will be opened and Club Officials / 
Stewards will direct the crowd out of the ground. 

Please remain calm, follow all instructions and make your way to the designated 
assembly point (the Club Car Park). Ensure that you leave the ground by the 
route as directed. 

****************************************************************** 
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Needham Market Football Club Ground Regulations 

To ensure that every visitor enjoys their football at Bloomfields, we have a strict 
code of conduct which applies to all. 

Anyone including players, coaching staff, officials and supporters who are found 
to be in breach of these, will be warned by a Club Official and if they persist may 
result in them being escorted out of the ground. 

➢ Please ensure that you all remain behind the pitch barriers and do not enter 
the field of play before, during or after the game unless authorized to do so. 

➢ Everyone shall at all times act in the best interests of the game and shall not 
behave in a manner which is improper or brings the game into disrepute or 
use any one, or a combination of, violent conduct, threatening, abusive, 
indecent or insulting words or behaviour, including any form of racial chants, 
towards players, officials or spectators. 

➢ Abusing or attempting to abuse any part of the clubs facilities. 
➢ Any type of anti-social behaviour not covered by the above. 

Any Club Official has the power to act on the above. Please note that this does 
not conflict with the authority of the match referee and assistants. 

Admittance to the ground is deemed to be in acceptance of the above. 

It would be appreciated if you could adhere to all these requirements and take 
note of them, and please do not be offended if approached by any member of 
Needham Market Football Club who deem you to be in breach of these rules. 

Needham Market Football Club accepts no responsibility for vehicles left on the 
premises, as parking is entirely at the owner’s risk. Needham Market Football 
Club accepts no responsibility for the loss or damage to any articles on the club 
premises. 

“Needham Market FC strongly supports the FA statement that there should be 
a zero tolerance approach against racism and all forms of discrimination. 
Accordingly any form of discriminatory abuse whether it be based on race or 
ethnicity, sexual orientation, gender, faith, age, ability or any other form of 
abuse will be reported to The Football Association for action by that 
Association.” 

Remember this is your football club so please assist us in keeping and providing 
you with the best facilities possible.  

PLEASE NOTE: NO BALL GAMES ARE ALLOWED INSIDE THE GROUND 

Thank you for your co-operation and enjoy the game.  Needham Market F.C. 
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Needham Market Football Club 

Address ‘Bloomfields’ Quinton Road, Needham Market, Ipswich. IP6 8DA 

Telephone 01449 721000 

Web www.needhammarketfc.co.uk Twitter @needhammktfc 

Company Name Needham Market FC Limited: Reg No 09946659 

Trustees Graham Emmerson, Nick Francis, Martin Grogan 

A Company Limited by guarantee not having any share capital wholly owned 
by Needham Market Football Club whose Company Directors are Keith Nunn 
(Chairman/President), Graham Emmerson (CEO),Ian Rowe (Finance Director) 
and Mark Easlea (Company Secretary) 

Club Officials 

Life Presidents 
Derrick Bloomfield, Martin Grogan, Barry 
Nunn, Les Ward, Don Vincent, Eddie Bines 

Chairman & President Keith Nunn 

Vice-Chairman Nick Francis 

Chief Executive Officer Graham Emmerson 

Secretary Mark Easlea 

Financial Controller Richard Fairbrother 

Treasurer Ian Rowe 

Operations & Academy 
Director 

Robert Peace 

Commercial Managers David Clarke, Kate Smith 

Health & Safety Officer Wendy Hall 

Facilities Managers Eddie Bines, Sue Oxborrow 

1st Team Matchday 
Secretary 

Richard Easlea 

1st Team Matchday 
Hospitality 

Freda Vincent 

Res/Youth Team Fixture 
Secretary 

Alison Last 

Res. Team Matchday 
Coordinators 

Alec Bugg & Bev Dorling 
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Needham Market Football Club Officials (cont..) 

Res. Team Matchday 
Hospitality 

Jenny Hargreaves 

Head Groundsman Ken Thorpe 

Assistant Groundsmen Ray Gooding, David Hales, Jerry Warren 

Gateman Barry Nunn 

Sponsorship & BDG Officer Andy Ingram 

Welfare Officer Robert Peace 

Media Manager Ben Pooley 

Match Reporter & Press 
Officer 

Paul Munn 

Programme Editor Drew Kendall 

Website Administrators 
Mark Easlea, Drew Kendall, Paul Munn, Ben 
Pooley 

Social Fundraising 
Committee 

Ian Rowe, Paul Munn, Gary Coombes, Jerry 
Warren, Ben Clarke, Ben Pooley, Mandy Hard, 
Sue Olding, Carol Taylor 

 

Needham Market Football Club Management Teams 

1st Team   Manager – Richard Wilkins  
Assistant Manager & Goalkeeping Coach – Nathan 
Munson MBE,  
Physio – James Smith,  
Kitman – Paul Rose 

Reserve Team  Academy Manager – Kevin Horlock,  
Assistant Manager – Colin Grogan,  
Coaches – Arron Hall, James Mant,  
Physio – Ian Jenkins 

‘A’ Team Joint Managers - Luke Betts & Warren Lewis-
Claxton 

U18 Team Manager – Kevin Horlock 
Assistant Manager – Colin Grogan,  
Coach – James Mant 

Girls & Women’s 
Development Manager 

Freya Louis 
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Needham Market Football Club Management Teams 

(cont..) 

Ladies 1st Team Manager - Freya Louis,  
Coach - Warren Lewis-Claxton 

Ladies Reserve Team Manager – Robbie Walker,  
Assistants – Emily Good & Stacey Moss 

Disability Team Manager – Laura Worsley 

Under 16 EJA Manager & First Aider - Dean Last  
Assistant - Gavin Gardiner  

Under 15 EJA Manager - Luke Betts,  
Assistant – Chris Reeve 

Under 14 Blue EJA Manager - Jason Curtis,  
Assistant - Roger Oakley 

Under 14 Green EJA Manager – James Price,  
Coach – Michael Dowsett 

Under 13 EJA Manager – Garry Pratt,  
Assistant – Steven Gayfer 

Girls Under 15 Manager - Gavin Gardiner 
Assistant – Zoe Gardener 

Girls Under 11 Manager – Amber Sparkes 
Assistant – Alison Last 
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Needham Market Football Club History 
Needham Market Football Club was officially formed in 1919 although records do 
indicate that games were played in the late 1890’s in the town. The original home 
for the club was Young’s Meadow until a move to Crowley Park was the base until 
1996. The club then moved and opened a new development called ‘Bloomfields’. 
With the passing away of former player Arthur Rodwell leaving the club some 
money and with obtaining a successful Lottery Grant, we purchased the land the 
club is now situated on. With a great deal of hard and prudent work by some very 
enthusiastic individuals, we now find ourselves situated in a facility that we totally 
own, and the club is truly proud of. 

The complex is named after club stalwart Derrick Bloomfield who has given more 
than 70 years’ service to the club. As well as being a player Derrick has held 
virtually every role in the club. To recognise his service the club awarded him a 
testimonial match when Ipswich Town Football Club visited the ground in 2004. 
He was also presented with a long service award from The Football Association for 
his achievement. 

When Needham Market Football Club first entered the Suffolk & Ipswich Football 
League (then known as the Ipswich & District League), it was also the playing arena 
for Clacton Town, Harwich & Parkeston, Hadleigh United, Stowmarket Town, 
Sudbury Town (now known as AFC Sudbury), and Woodbridge Town. 

Over the years the club has won many trophies with one of the most notable being 
crowned champions of the Senior Division of The Suffolk & Ipswich League in the 
1995/1996 season. This coincided with the opening of ‘Bloomfields’ and a new 
chapter in the club’s history, as we then applied for promotion to the Jewson (then 
Ridgeons now Thurlow Nunn) League Division 1 which was duly accepted. 

Other honours won by the club include The Suffolk & Ipswich League Cup in the 
1977 /78 season and the 1979/80 season. The Suffolk Football Association Junior 
Cup was won in the season 1984/85 and a successful trip to Portman Road the 
home of Ipswich Town Football Club; saw the club victorious in The Suffolk 
Football Association Senior Cup in the season of 1989/90 and again in the season 
of 2004 /05. The final was also reached in this competition in the seasons of 
1970/71, 1979/80, 1998/99 & 1999/00, unfortunately having to settle for runners-
up spot on each occasion. 

The Reserve Team won The Suffolk & Ipswich Football League Reserves Division in 
the seasons of 1970/71 & 1971/72, and also The Suffolk & Ipswich Football League 
Intermediate B Division in the season of 1993/94. Division Three of The Suffolk & 
Ipswich Football League was also won in the seasons of 1985/86 and 2003/04.  
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Needham Market Football Club History (cont..) 
After moving to the Essex & Suffolk Border League the Division Two title was won 
in the season of 1998/99, and a year later came runners up in the League Cup 
losing out to Senior Division side Gas Recreation. The Reserve Team are currently 
playing in the Ridgeons Reserve League North Division.  

The Third Team or A Team as they were known, won The Suffolk & Ipswich League 
Division Eight Championship in the season 1983/84, and were also successful in 

winning the Orwell Cup in the seasons of 1992/93 & 1995/96. In the season of 
1996/ 97 they also won The Saul Charity Cup. On the subject of The Saul Charity 
Cup it is an honour to have been the inaugural winners of this competition when 
first held in the season of 1935/36. In the season of 2003/04, they won Division 
Three of The Suffolk & Ipswich Football League and followed this success up a year 
later by winning Division 2 of The Suffolk & Ipswich Football League. This side also 
became the first A Team to win The Suffolk Football Association Primary Cup in 
the season of 2004 /05, and also became the highest placed A Team to reach 
Division One of The Suffolk & Ipswich Football League. The club no longer runs an 
A Team as most of the club’s young players now start in the reserve team. 

After being in The Ridgeons League Division 1 for a number of seasons we finally 
finished as runners up in the season of 2004/05. This was a big thing for the club 
and to the Manager at that time Mark Morsley for all his efforts in getting the club 
promotion. In the club’s inaugural season in the Ridgeons Premier Division they 
finished in a very creditable 6th place and had a good run in The FA Vase going out 
to eventual winners Nantwich Town 6-3 AET. Manager Mark Morsley left the club 
at the end of the season under good terms after being appointed Manager of AFC 
Sudbury who had been newly promoted to The Ryman League. 

The club acted swiftly and appointed Danny Laws and Chris Tracey as joint 
managers for the 2006/07 season. In their first season of Management they 
assembled a very young and talented squad of players who gained experience and 
some notable results. The club won its first ever FA Cup tie when they defeated 
Desborough Town at home. In the Suffolk Football Association Premier Cup, a 
record crowd of 750 saw Ipswich Town win 3-0 at ‘Bloomfields’, but the biggest 
achievement was finishing in fourth position in the Ridgeons League Premier 
Division on 81 points and also lifting The East Anglian Cup after beating Concord 
Rangers 2-1 in the final. 

For season 2007/08 Danny Laws was sole Manager after Chris Tracey decided to 
return to AFC Sudbury. This season proves to be fantastic for Danny and the 
players as the club moves to a new level making historic landmarks along the way.  
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Needham Market Football Club History (cont..) 
Finishing runners-up in the Ridgeons League Premier Division with a must win 
game on the last day of the season to first placed Soham Town Rangers needed. 
Unfortunately, the game resulted in a 4-0 defeat. We were also losing semi-
finalists in The FA Carlsberg Vase losing out to eventual winners Kirkham & 
Wesham. However, Suffolk Football Association Premier Cup glory was achieved 
beating Leiston on penalties in the final held at Portman Road the home of Ipswich 
Town Football Club. Silverware was not finished there as victory for the first time 
in the Ridgeons League Challenge Cup beating Gorleston 2-1 in the final finished 
off the season on a high. 

Another good season in 2008/09 for the club as a third-place finish in the Ridgeons 
League Premier Division was achieved just missing out on 2nd place on the last day 
of the season. Consecutive Suffolk Football Association Premier Cup finals 
achieved losing 3-2 to Lowestoft Town in what was a very exciting game of 
football. Having gone 2-0 down early on and somewhat looking out of the game, 
but the never say die attitude of the side were soon on level terms and only a last 
gasp penalty took the game away from extra time. A great run in The FA Vase once 
again this time going out to the lottery of a penalty shoot out to Chalfont St. Peter 
in the Quarter Finals. 

Season 2009/10 was the most successful in the club’s history. The 1st Team not 
only won The Eastern Counties League Premier Division for the first time, but also 
The Eastern Counties League - League Challenge Cup to make it a Domestic 
Double; a feat not achieved for some 15 years. A third successive Suffolk FA 
Premier Cup Final was also achieved only to be defeated by a very strong Ipswich 
Town XI. However, the team did not disgrace themselves and came away with 
their heads held high. For the second consecutive season, the Quarter Finals of 
the National FA Carlsberg Vase Competition were also reached only to once again 
be knocked out this stage.  

The 2010/11 Season saw a new chapter in Needham Market Football Clubs history 
as for the first time Step 4 Football awaited in the form of The Ryman League 
Division One North. The anticipation, optimism and confidence was very high at 
the start of the season but no one was getting carried away as consolidation in the 
league was the priority. Well who would have thought the season we were to 
have. Challenging at the top of the league for the whole season with East Thurrock 
United who would eventually go on and win the championship, but we would have 
another bite of the cherry as 2nd place was cemented in the league and a home 
semi-final playoff. Unfortunately, we would go on to lose this match 3-1 to  
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Needham Market Football Club History (cont..) 
Brentwood Town which was very difficult to take at the time especially as we 
finished 18 points ahead of them in the regular playing season. A fourth 
consecutive Final appearance in the Suffolk FA Premier Cup was also to be 
achieved but unfortunately a 2-0 defeat would ensue to Ryman Premier Division 
side Bury Town.  

Season 2011/12 saw the club open its doors to a new venture as we introduced a 
full time Academy Programme for 16-18-year olds who would be studying for an 
NVQ in Sports Development half of the day and coached by Ex-Professional player 
Kevin Horlock the remainder of the day. In truth the scheme was a massive success 
with the lads on the scheme also forming our Reserve side who had an excellent 
season. They finished runners up in the Ridgeons Reserve League North Division, 
Semi-Finalists in The Suffolk FA Senior Reserve Cup and reached the 3rd Qualifying 
Round of The FA Youth Cup (the furthest the club had ever reached). The future 
of this football club may well come from these up and coming players who will 
continue to develop and under their teaching, coaching and leadership the 
Academy will grow from strength to strength becoming very important to the 
legacy of the football club’s future. The First Team once again challenged for The 
Ryman League Division One North Title up until Christmas when a run of bad 
results ended the automatic promotion route, but the club remained in the playoff 
positions for the remainder of the season. We were top scorers in the division with 
104 goals and finished 4th in the division. Victory in the playoff semi-final away at 
Tilbury in shall we say a mammoth match!! set up a playoff final 36 hours later at 
league runners up Enfield Town. In truth this was too short a turnaround and we 
were both physically and mentality drained unfortunately losing the game 1-0.  

Season 2012/13 was a very difficult one in comparison with the previous seasons 
in that Needham had a long barren spell without recording a win at Bloomfields 
until the New Year. The club did following his resignation from Leiston move 
quickly to get Mark Morsley in harness once more with Danny Laws. But with the 
lure of managing at a higher-level Danny decided to take the vacant post at Leiston 
and Mark was forced to take on the responsibilities as Manager earlier than he 
had originally intended. This did however give Mark the opportunity to assess the 
squad particularly the youngsters from the Academy. It is fair to say that he found 
the quality of the lads excellent and rewarded some of them with contracts with 
the 1st Team. This is a great testimony to the hard work put in by Kevin Horlock 
and the Academy staff. 
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Needham Market Football Club History (cont..) 
Season 2013/14 saw Needham achieve several major achievements for the club 
most notably reaching the 4th Qualifying Round of The FA Cup for the first time 
where we lost 1-0 to Cambridge United in front of a record 1,784 spectators. In 
the League we managed to clinch 5th place and a playoff spot after winning 7-1 on 
the last day of the season. However, we unfortunately lost the semi-final 1-0 to 
Witham Town who were eventual play off winners. 

Season 2014/15 was yet another historic one for the club as the 1st Team became 
Ryman League Division 1 North Champions sealing promotion to The Ryman 
Premier Division for the first time. A season long battle ensued with Harlow Town, 
but the club managed to win the league courtesy of a professional, classy 5-0 
victory away to Chatham Town on the final day of the regular season. A first for 
the club also saw our Reserve Side compete at Step 6 Thurlow Nunn Division 1 for 
the very first time. Conducting ourselves very well we finished in a respectable 
16th position having won 10 out of 12 points in the last 4 games of the season. The 
Youth Team had a great run in The FA Youth Cup reaching the 1st Round Proper 
for the very first time only to bow out to Stevenage losing 4-3 in a pulsating game. 
They did however provide more silverware for the club as they won The Thulow 
Nunn Youth Cup for the first time defeating Histon 3-1 to cap off a brilliant season 
for the football club.   

Season 2015/16 saw the 1st Team competing at Step 3 of The Football League 
Pyramid for the first time in the Clubs History. Having won the Ryman North 
Division the previous Season they were now playing in The Ryman League Premier 
Division, which turned out to be a very hard season compared to the previous one. 
Survival was the main aim, and this was achieved finishing in 20th position. The 
Reserve Team struggled in The Thurlow Nunn Division 1 League finishing bottom 
of the table with the Youth Team finishing in 3rd place in The Thurlow Nunn Youth 
League. Disappointingly both FA Competitions Cup & Trophy were exited at the 
first hurdle but once again the Youth Team had a good run in The FA Youth Cup.         

The 1st Teams second Season at Step 3 Season 2016/17 saw them occupy a Play-
Off Spot for virtually all the season leading the table for several weeks along the 
way. However, results towards the end of the season saw them drop out of 
contention finishing in 9th place, but this was a great achievement compared to 
the previous season’s relegation battle. The youngsters in the Reserve Team found 
life tough again in The Thurlow Nunn Division 1 finishing third from bottom and 
the Under 18 Youth Teams both finished in 6th place in their respective leagues 
(Thurlow Nunn Central Division & Eastern Junior Alliance). Overall the Club is in a  
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Needham Market Football Club History (cont..) 
very good position both on and off the field with many exciting times ahead for 
everyone connected and involved with Needham Market FC.  

Season 2017/18 was an indifferent year for the 1st Team with too many 
inconsistent results seeing the side in the bottom half of the table but always clear 
of the relegation area. The ethos of the Reserve Team was to continue to play 
youngsters and despite struggling physically at times the football played was very 
good and often complemented by the opposition. The midweek Under 18 Youth 
Team finished in mid table but could not finish their league campaign due to such 
a backlog of fixtures caused by the wet weather. The club increased its Youth 
section competing in the Eastern Junior Alliance League at U18, U16, U14 & U13 
levels with a mixture of league and cup results. 

Season 2018/19 overall was a very good year both on and off the pitch for the 
whole club. The 1st Team were moved sideways to the Southern League South 
following The FA’s League Re-Structuring. This was by no means an ideal scenario 
but having been in the play-off frame for most of the season they fell away in the 
second half finishing in 11th position. The Reserve Team got off to a less than ideal 
start finding themselves near the foot of the table and in a relegation battle, but 
at the turn of the year their form was transformed, and they finished comfortably 
clear of trouble and their highest finish in the Eastern Counties League Division 1 
North. The U18’s had their best season finishing 3rd in the league just missing out 
on the end of season play-offs. The introduction of our Women’s Team was a 
breath of fresh air as they had a tremendous first season finishing as runners up 
in the league and reaching two cup finals, something that was never thought 
possible having only been formed at the start of the season. The Eastern Junior 
Alliance Youth Teams all performed very well in their respective leagues and 3 out 
of 4 Cup Finals reached were successful in bringing home winners medals.    

The 3G Pitch is now fully complete along with a 2-storey building housing changing 
rooms, spectator toilets and a disabled lift downstairs, with a café and bar and 
function room on the first floor ready for business. A viewing veranda round three 
sides of the upstairs completes the building.  

Overall the Club is in a very good position both on and off the field with exciting 
times ahead for everyone involved with Needham Market FC as we continue to be 
‘SUFFOLK’S TOP NON-LEAGUE FOOTBALL CLUB’. 
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Needham Market Football Club Records 

Biggest Home Win 

8-1 – 11/09/07 - ECL Prem Div v Ipswich 
Wanderers 
8-1 – 14/08/18 - SLS Cent. Prem Div v Hitchin 
Town 

Biggest Away Win 
10-1 - 01/09/07 - FA Cup Prelim Round v Ipswich 
Wanderers 

Biggest Home Defeat 
1-6 – 30/10/12 - Isthmian League Division One 
North v Waltham Forest 

Biggest Away Defeat 
0-6 - 08/09/15 - Isthmian League Premier 
Division v Wingate & Finchley 

Record Home League 
Attendance 

972 – 18/04/15 - Ryman League Division One 
North v Harlow Town 

Record Home 
Attendance 

1784 - 26/10/13 - FA Cup 4th Qualifying Round v 
Cambridge United 

Most Appearances 367 - 2006 - 2012 - Rhys Barber 

Most Appearances in a 
Season 

67 - Season 07/08 - Liam Jones 

Record Goalscorer 134 - 2010 - 2015 - Sam Newson 

Most Goals in a Season 41 - Season 10/11 - Craig Parker 

Highest amount of Goals 
Scored in a Season 

196 - Season 07/08 in 70 Competitive Matches 

FA Cup Best 
Performance: 

26/10/13 - 4th Qualifying Round - Season 
2013/2014 

FA Trophy Cup Best 
Performance: 

24/11/18 – 3rd Qualifying Round - Season 
2018/2019 

FA Vase Cup Best 
Performance: 

29/03/08 - Semi-Final - Season 2007/2008 

FA Youth Cup Best 
Performance: 

06/11/14 - 1st Round - Season 2014/2015 
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Needham Market Football Club Honours 

Isthmian League Division One North 
Champions 

2014/2015 

Isthmian League Division One North 
Runners-Up 

2010/2011 

Isthmian League Charity Shield 
Winners 

2012/2013 

Eastern Counties League Premier 
Division Champions 

2009/2010 

Eastern Counties League Premier 
Division Runners-Up 

2007/2008 

Eastern Counties League Division 1 
Runners-Up 

2004/2005 

Eastern Counties League - League 
Challenge Cup Winners 

2007/2008, 2009/2010 

Eastern Counties League Division 1 
KO Cup Runners-Up 

2000/2001, 2004/2005 

Eastern Counties Youth League Cup 
Winners 

2014/2015 

SIL Senior Division Champions 1995/1996 

SIL Senior Reserves Division 
Champions 

1970/1971, 1971/1972 

SIL Intermediate B Champions 1993/1994 

SIL Division 1 Champions 1952/1953 

SIL Division 2 Champions 1946/1947, 2004/2005 

SIL Division 3 Champions 1985/1986, 2003/2004 

SIL Division 8 Champions 1983/1984 

SIL McNeil League KO Cup Winners 1977/1978, 1979/1980 

Orwell Cup Winners 1992/1993, 1995/1996 

Suffolk Football Association Premier 
Cup Winners 

2007/2008, 2016/2017 

Suffolk Football Association Premier 
Cup Runners-Up 

2008/2009, 2009/2010, 2010/2011 

Suffolk Football Association Senior 
Cup Winners 

1989/1990, 2004/2005 

Suffolk Football Association Senior 
Cup Runners-Up 

1970/1971, 1979/1980, 1998/1999, 
1999/2000 
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Needham Market Football Club Honours (cont..) 

Suffolk Football Association Junior 
Cup Winners 

1984/1985 

Suffolk Football Association Junior 
Cup Runners-Up 

1935/1936 

Suffolk Football Association Primary 
Cup Winners 

2004/2005 

Suffolk Football Association Primary 
Cup Runners-Up 

1983/1984 

Suffolk Football Association Under 
18’s Cup Winners 

2012/2013 

Suffolk Football Association Under 
18’s Cup Runners-Up 

2013/2014 

Suffolk Football Association Under 
16’s Cup Winners 

2018/2019 

Suffolk Football Association Under 
16’s Cup Runners-Up 

2017/2018 

Suffolk Football Association Under 15 
Minor Cup Winners 

2015/2016 

Suffolk Football Association Under 15 
Minor Cup Runners-Up 

2018/2019 

Suffolk Football Association Under 
14’s Cup Winners 

2014/2015, 2018/2019 

Suffolk Girls & Women’s Football 
League Runners-Up 

2018/2019 

Suffolk Girls & Women’s Football 
League KO Cup Runners-Up 

2018/2019 

Suffolk Football Association Women’s 
Cup Runners-Up 

2018/2019 

Eastern Junior Alliance Presidents 
Cup Final Winners 

2015/2016 

Eastern Junior Alliance Patrons Cup 
Winners 

2017/2018, 2018/2019 

Eastern Junior Alliance Treasurers 
Cup Runners Up 

2014/2015 

Suffolk & Essex Border League 
Division 2 Champions 

1998/1999 
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Needham Market Football Club Honours (cont..) 

Suffolk & Essex Border League-
League Cup Runners-Up 

1999/2000 

East Anglian Cup Winners 2006/2007 

Churchman Cup Winners 1978/1979, 1990/1991, 1997/1998 

Peel Cup Winners 1976/1977, 1999/2000, 2001/2002 

Ross Taylor Cup Winners 2002/2003 

Saul Cup Winners 1935/1936, 1950/1951, 1951/1952, 
1996/1997, 1998/1999, 2005/2006 

The Capital League Presidents Cup 
Final Runners-Up 

2012/2013 

The Hadleigh Charity Cup Winners 2014 

 

  



20 
 

Meet ‘The Marketmen’ 

Richard Wilkins - Manager  
Previous clubs: Colchester United, Hereford United, Cambridge United, Bury 
Town, & Leiston.  
Wilks had two spells at Colchester United in a long-playing career which also 
included spells at Cambridge United and Hereford. After retiring he managed 
Bury Town for 14 years taking them to step 3 after two promotions to become 
their most successful Manager. He then joined Leiston firstly as an Assistant 
Manager before eventually becoming Manager. In 2016-17 he became Assistant 
Manager to Mark Morsley at Needham Market after his time at Leiston ended. 
At the start of the 2017-18 season Wilks became Manager of Needham Market.  

Nathan Munson MBE - Assistant Manager  
Previous clubs: Colchester United, AFC Sudbury, Leiston, Harwich & Parkeston, 
Stanway Rovers & Brantham Athletic.  
‘Munno’ was a professional at Colchester United in the early 90’s before moving 
into non-league football. Former clubs include, Wivenhoe Town, Billericay Town, 
Harwich & Parkeston, AFC Sudbury and Leiston. He has also represented the 
English and British Police sides. He returned to Needham Market in 2013 as 
goalkeeping coach and was part of the team that won the Ryman North title in 
2015. He stepped up to assistant manager last season and notably kept a clean 
sheet away at Tooting at 43 years of age.  

James Smith - Physio  
Previous clubs: Cambridge United, Braintree Town, Haverhill Rovers, St. Ives 
Town  
James joined the club last year from St Neots and has already proved himself to 
be an important part of the back-room team. His attention to detail and 
professional approach have led to the club securing his services for the next two 
years and hopefully more after that. Experienced working in the sports industry 
James is Skilled in Sports Injuries, Strength Training, Injury Prevention, Exercise 
Physiology, and Football and received a 2.1 focused in Sports Therapy BSc (Hons) 
from University of Bedfordshire. James is a great addition to the Management 
Team reinforcing its strength and he also runs his own Clinic in Haverhill 
www.knots-clinic.my-free.website/  

Paul Rose - Kit Man & Logistics  
Rosey is the sort of bloke that would do anything for you, ensures the players 
have everything they possibly need to look the part and improve performance, 
metaphorically speaking he is a ‘giant’ in the dressing room. Paul originally  
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Meet ‘The Marketmen’ (cont..) 
joined the club as an Academy Coach, but now as taken to the Kitman's role like 
a duck to water with no job too small for him and another great member of the 
1st Teams Management Team 

Marcus Garnham – Goalkeeper    
Bury Town, AFC Sudbury, Lowestoft Town, Leiston 
Marcus joined the club in the summer of 2019 having played the previous two 
seasons at Leiston. He is a top keeper and we are delighted he agreed to join the 
club and with his experience he will form an excellent partnership behind his 
fellow defenders and will be hard to beat as he looks to keep many clean sheets. 

Finlay Shorten - Goalkeeper  
Product of the youth academy, Finn will be looking to push Marcus Garnham 
hard in training and take any chance that comes his way. 

James Baker – Defender/Forward   
Previous clubs: Chelmsford City, Braintree Town, Eastleigh, Welling United, 
Billericay Town, AFC Sudbury 
James signed towards the end of Oct 2018 and brings a wealth of experience to 
the team. His versatility enables him to be used in both attack and defence 
which brings many options to the squad. 

Jake Dye - Defender    
Jake is a product of the successful Needham Market Academy and this coming 
season will pass 200 first team games at the age of 21. A natural defender Jake 
works hard to improve his game every season and he has a very bright future 
ahead of him. 

Conor McLaughlin - Defender  
Previous Clubs: Stanway Rovers 
Conor is another product of the clubs Academy Scheme who always gives 100%. 
A brief spell away when he played in the ECL Premier, he returned to the club 
and earnt himself a contract after some impressive displays with the Reserves. 

Daniel Morphew - Defender    
Thetford Town, Haverhill Rovers, Dereham Town  
Dr. Dan Morphew having completed his Doctorate last season must make him 
the most intelligent player in the team. He is 100% no nonsense player who is 
elegant on the ball yet rugged in the tackle and is also a threat at set pieces 
having scored 15 goals in his first two seasons from defence. Despite what 
people think he is no relation to Keiran. 
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Meet ‘The Marketmen’ (cont..) 
Keiran Morphew - Defender   
Keiran is the first player to have come through the Clubs Academy to sign a 
contract with the first team. He was given his chance under in 2013 and since 
then has established himself as a fans’ favourite for his committed all action 
displays. He has drawn many admirers from the pro game and was very close to 
being offered a full pro contract at Ipswich Town. He is a natural leader with his 
commanding performances, and he is the current longest serving player in the 
team now in his eighth having passed 250 club appearances. Despite what 
people think he is no relation to Daniel. 

Callum Sturgess - Defender   
Previous clubs: Crystal Palace, Colchester United  
Callum joined us permanently from Colchester United a couple of seasons ago. 
He has been very impressive with his high energy displays and has received many 
MOTM awards. He has a very bright future in the game. 

George Exworth - Midfield   
Another of the academy players, George forced his way into the team at the end 
of last season and showed why he is so highly thought of with impressive poise 
on the ball and a lovely weight of pass. 

Gareth Heath - Midfield    
Previous clubs: Leiston, AFC Sudbury  
Gareth enters his second season with the Marketmen having joined us from near 
neighbours Leiston in what was a fantastic signing for the club. Gareth is without 
doubt one of the finest players at this level of football in the country, regularly 
featuring in the Isthmian team of the year. His dedication and fitness are 
legendary, and he is a fantastic example to the younger members of the team.  

Luke Ingram – Midfield/Forward  
Previous clubs: Bury Town & AFC Sudbury 
Now entering his 6th season with the first team ‘Ingers’ is the second longest 
serving player with the club. He is a fans favourite and a top bloke on and off the 
field, a great athlete and immensely talented and a certain match winner when 
firing on all cylinders. He can play in just about any position of the pitch, but on 
his day impossible to handle on the right of midfield or as an attacking 
midfielder/forward. 

Joseph Marsden – Defender/Midfield  

Previous clubs: Lowestoft Town, Leiston  
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Meet ‘The Marketmen’ (cont..) 
In his first season with the club 2018/19 Joe proved to be an instant success as 
he finished as top scorer for the club with 21 goals in all competitions. Already a 
fans favourite his talent is there for all to see and he will be keen to push on 
even further this coming season as he looks to increase his goal tally as well as 
providing many assists for his team mates. 

Craig Parker - Midfield 
Bury Town, Chelmsford City, Leiston, AFC Sudbury, King's Lynn Town 
Parks returned to the club this season after an 8-year absence where he had 
previously played 176 times for the first team scoring 112 goals, not bad stats for 
a midfield player. In his last season with the club 2010/11 he scored 41 goals in 
all competitions which is still a club record for a single season. We are delighted 
he has now agreed to re-join the club where he had 4 very successful seasons 
and we all look forward to seeing him again in Needham Red. 

Russell Short – Defender/Midfield  
Previous clubs: Bury Town, Biggleswade Town, St. Neots Town 
Shorty signed for the club in early Feb 2019 and is an excellent addition to the 
squad. His versatility in both defence and midfield gives many options and he 
teams up again with Wilks who managed him at Bury Town 

Samuel Squire - Midfield  
Previous clubs: Cambridge United    
Sam was with the club last season on Loan from Cambridge United and 
performed solidly week in week out. Unfortunately, he got released in the 
summer and the club didn't think twice to snap him up on a deal. He is a robust 
and disciplined defensive minded midfielder. He breaks up play well and 
maintains possession well for the team. 

Nicholas Ingram - Forward  
Nick is the brother of Luke and is another talented player who will be looking to 
push for a regular spot in the first team. At 18 he has unfortunately received 
several bad injuries, but it is hoped he will be clear of these now and can push on 
with the great potential he possesses. 

Joe Neal - Forward  
Joe has joined the club On Loan from League Two Side Cambridge United. He is 
thought of very highly by his parent club and was rewarded a two- and half-year 
contract with the first team. We are delighted he has joined the club on an initial 
one month’s loan and he will be keen to start scoring right from the off as will all 
of the Needham fans. 
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Match Sponsorship 

Match Sponsorship is available from £100 per Match 

Match Sponsors will be entitled to select their Needham Market FC Man of the 

Match presenting him with a bottle of wine and have a picture taken once the 

game is finished. 

The photo will be placed on the Clubs Website & Social Media Outlets and will be 

attached to the Match Report 

Match Sponsors will be entitled to receive 4 Free Entry Tickets to the game 

All Match Sponsors will be entitled to Pre-Match and Half Time refreshments and 

hospitality in our Club Boardroom 

Sponsor/s will have name read out over the PA System and will feature on the 

printed teamsheets and in online matchday programmes as well as being 

referenced in the match report. 

Match Ball Sponsorship is also available from £50 per Match 

Match Ball Sponsors will be entitled to receive 2 Free Entry Tickets to the game 

If you are interested in either of these sponsorship Packages please see or 

contact Mark – Tel: 07795 456502 or via email m.easlea@sky.com or Andy – Tel: 

07917 194825 

Date Opposition Comp SPONSOR 

Mon 26 
Aug 

Leiston League 
 

THE WINDSCREEN COMPANY 

Sat 14 Sep  Barwell League 
 

JENNIFER NUNN 

Sat 5 Oct Banbury United League 
 

  

Sat 12 Oct Alvechurch League 
 

  

Tue 22 Oct Peterborough 
Sports 

League 
 

  

Sat 2 Nov Stourbridge League 
 

  

Sat 16 Nov Rushall Olympic  League  PAUL MUNN 
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Player Sponsorship 

You will be able to have your photo taken with your Sponsored Player and the 
Individual Sponsor/s Name or Company Name will appear on the Clubs Website 
under the Player's Profile as well as appearing in the online matchday 
programmes 

Player Sponsorship is £60 for the season 

If you are interested in sponsoring a player, please see or contact Mark 07795 
456502 m.easlea@sky.com or Andy 07917 194825 

PLAYER SPONSORED BY 

JAMES BAKER ADIE GLEED 

NOAH COLLARD SUE OLDING 

JAKE DYE   

MARCUS GARNHAM   

GARETH HEATH   

LUKE INGRAM JANET INGRAM 

JOSEPH MARSDEN KEVAN & LAUREN VINCENT 

CONOR McLAUGHLIN   

DANIEL MORPHEW   

KEIRAN MORPHEW JENNIFER NUNN 

CRAIG PARKER   

RUSSELL SHORT PAUL @ ORWELL VANS 

FINLAY SHORTEN   

SAMUEL SQUIRE KEITH NUNN 

CALLUM STURGESS PAUL MUNN 
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First Team Coach Travel Information 2019/20 Season 
 

 
 

For the Season 2019/20 Needham Market FC will be travelling to all Away 

Matches via FELIXSTOWE TRAVEL 

Mick Dabbs from Felixstowe Travel said 'we are excited to have been chosen as 

coach travel provider for Needham Market Football Club and we look forward to 

transporting their Officials, Staff and Players throughout the season'. 

Coach Costs will be charged on a 2 Tier Basis depending on the length on 

Journey. £15 for the Longer Trips and £10 for the Shorter Trips 

Kevan Vincent (07824 377436) will be responsible for the bookings on a first 

come, first serve basis, and you would be urged to contact him as soon as 

possible. 

Details for the next 4 Away Coach trips  

Sat 31st Aug – Hednesford Town, Keys Park Road, Hednesford, WS12 2DZ  
Departs Bloomfields @ 09:30 £15 PER SEAT 

Sat 28th Sept – Bromsgrove Sporting, Birmingham Road, Bromsgrove, B61 
0DR  
Departs Bloomfields @ 09:30 £15 PER SEAT 

SAT 19TH OCT - TAMWORTH, Kettlebrook Road, Tamworth, B77 1AA 
Departs Bloomfields @ 09:45 £15 PER SEAT 

SAT 9TH NOV - AFC RUSHDEN & DIAMONDS, Hayden Road, Rushden, NN10 
0HX  
Departs Bloomfields @ 11:00 £10 PER SEAT 

 

More details can be found on the following link 

http://www.needhammarketfc.co.uk/news/first-team-coach-travel-

2351335.html 

http://www.needhammarketfc.co.uk/news/first-team-coach-travel-2351335.html
http://www.needhammarketfc.co.uk/news/first-team-coach-travel-2351335.html
http://www.needhammarketfc.co.uk/news/first-team-coach-travel-2351335.html
http://www.needhammarketfc.co.uk/news/first-team-coach-travel-2351335.html
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Needham Market FC – Fundraising & Social Events 

Needham Market FC has a very active fundraising and social committee, helped 
out by many volunteers from around the Club, with the aim of raising vital funds 
to support the ongoing development of and improvements to the Club's facilities. 
The changes at the Club over recent years have been remarkable, as those of you 
who have visited the Club will have seen. Of course, without active fundraising, 
the Club would not have been able to reach the heights it has, both on and off the 
field. 

There are various ongoing fundraising activities, which anyone can join in, 
whether or not you are an actual supporter of one or more of the Club's teams. 

We have the 100 Club, which is a monthly draw costing £10 per number and 
paying out a number of cash prizes, with a first prize of up to £250. Payment can 
be made by cash or Standing Order and, of course, the more members we have, 
the bigger the prize money - so, let's aim for a 200 Club and possibly more! If you 
wish to join, please contact Ian Rowe, on 07481 376007, or e-mail 
on igr1960@btinternet.com. 

The Club holds an annual Golf Day, usually in May at Hintlesham Golf Club. Not 
only is this a great success in terms of raising money for the Club, but for our 
partner Charity and we have raised over £20,000 for charitable causes over the 
past 10 years. 

The Lottery Bonus Ball Competition is currently fully subscribed, but numbers do 
become available during the season, so keep an eye out on the Club website or 
social media if you would like to take part. 

In addition to the ongoing fundraising, we hold a number of social events 
throughout the year, which anyone is welcome to attend. There are Sportsman's 
evenings, with guest speakers, music and comedy. Recent speakers have 
included Frank Bruno, Phil Tufnell, Howard Webb, John Motson and our very 
own Kevin Horlock. These are always very popular and enjoyable events. 

We also hold other events throughout the year, such as Quiz Nights, Race Nights, 
Karaoke, live music and parties in the Clubhouse at Christmas and Easter, when 
the annual Easter Draw is held. Even when there is no specific event being held, 
the Club's bars are open on match days and the new 'Hub' cafe/bar is open most 
evenings. We have BT Sport in both bars, so if you fancy watching Premier 
League or European football in friendly surroundings, why not come along and  
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Needham Market FC – Fundraising & Social Events 
(cont..) 

join us? The Clubhouse is also available for private bookings; e.g. for birthdays, 
Christenings etc.  

As the 2019 / 2020 season is Needham Market FC's Centenary year, watch out 
for special events to mark the occasion. All events will be publicised on the Club 
website and social media, so hopefully you will see something that will entice 
you along to Club (if you are not already a supporter of course!). Our aim is not 
only to be the top non-league Club in Suffolk on the field (which we achieved last 
season), but also to provide facilities which the local community can use for 
socialising, even if you are not a football supporter. 

We look forward to seeing you soon! 
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NLP Programme Column 

By Hugo Varley @ The Non-League Paper: 

Happy Birthday to the National League!  

The NLP office was in absolute overdrive last week as we celebrated 40 years of 

the National League.  

It was while producing our special eight-page pull-out that it truly dawned upon 

us just how many extraordinary tales and history this division has created; so 

much so that we ended up writing far too much and spent most of Friday 

evening frantically trying to cut down word counts and squeeze in as many 

stories as we possible could!  

There were interviews with the likes of Martin O’Neil and Neil Warnock, who 

both learned their trade in Non-League’s highest tier, however for me, I 

particularly enjoyed speaking to Peter Hunter, who was secretary of the division 

when the one up, one down agreement was made with the Football League.  

It was during this conversation that I realised just how important the agreement 

made in 1987 was for both advancing the quality of the division and streamlining 

the entire Non-League pyramid.  

Before then clubs had to apply for a place in the Football League, with just one 

position up for grabs.  

At the time it seems as though this application process was a largely futile event 

for Non-League clubs to be a part of, with the bottom placed Football League 

club more often than not coming out on top in the lottery.  

In many respects there was essentially a permanent divide between the Football 

League and Non-League – with the fairy tale dream of a team rising through  
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NLP Programme Column (cont..) 

from obscurity to break into the upper echelons of the English system seeming 

virtually impossible  

It is amazing to see just what an impact the promotion and relegation agreement 

has had on Non-League football.  

Teams can now dare to dream of making a run through the divisions, while the 

guarantee of Football League clubs making the plunge into Non-League each 

year has increased both the quality and the fan base within the National League.  

Nowadays, especially with the introduction of two up, two down, the division is 

in extraordinary health and with attendance records being broken and the likes 

of Tranmere Rovers using promotion from the National League as a springboard 

for further success, the future of the league is looking bright!  

 

New documentary proves fascinating watching  

I would recommend all Non-League fans watch “The Gaffer” on BT Sport this 

Saturday (24th August) evening.  

The documentary follows coaches such as Harrogate’s Simon Weaver, Bromley 

boss Neil Smith, lower league legend John Still and his protégé Hakan Hayrettin 

at Maidstone, as well as Ben Strevens and Hartlepool boss Craig Hignett.  

 It contains some really fascinating moments that demonstrate just what an 

important role these clubs play within their local community and how the work 

for a manager most certainly never, ever stops!  
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Leiston FC – Club History 

Leiston Town Football Club was first affiliated with the Suffolk County FA in 1880 
and at the time was undoubtedly closely associated with the Richard Garrett 
Engineering Works. In the early days, games were played on the old Recreation 
Ground adjacent to Gas Hill (now known as Park Hill) and players would change 
at either the White Horse Hotel or at the Works Hall. In the early 1920’s Richard 
Garrett’s bought the ground off Victory Road renaming it the Leiston Works 
Athletic Association and this has been the home for over 90 years although 
the ground name was changed in the 1980’s to LTAA (Leiston Town Athletics 
Association). 

In the early years the club were members of the North Suffolk League and then 
Ipswich and District League, winning the latter League three times in 1900, 1901 
& 1902. They then had two spells in the East Anglian League sandwiched 
between spells in the Ipswich & District League. After the Great War the club 
was reformed as Leiston Works Athletic and during the 1920’s were part of three 
Leagues – Essex and Suffolk Border League, Ipswich & District League and North 
Suffolk League. In 1934 the club returned to be called Leiston Town spending 
fourteen years in the Ipswich & District League before returning to the North 
Suffolk League for a third time but yet again returning to the Ipswich & District 
League five years later in 1953 where they stayed for the next 48 years. During 
the Second World War the King’s Regiment, which included most of the players 
of Liverpool FC, were stationed at Leiston and they played some of their matches 
at the LWAA ground. 

Leiston Town were ‘Full Members’ of the Football Association from the early 
1950’s until 1982 following their relegation from the Senior Division (the only 
other Suffolk teams to be Full Members at this time were Ipswich Town and 
Lowestoft Town) and soon after this period the club dropped the Town part to 
become just Leiston FC. During this period Leiston were accepted and played in 
the FA Cup, FA Amateur Cup and later the FA Vase. The clubs Youth team were 
the first club in Suffolk to enter the FA Youth Challenge Cup reaching the First 
Round and a trip to Highbury to face Arsenal in 1954 where they took an early 
lead before losing 8-1 to the Gunners. 

In 1980 the club received the ‘Illuminated Address’ from the Football Association 
to celebrate the club’s centenary but this decade saw some indifferent form in 
the Suffolk & Ipswich League including relegation to Division One in 1983 and a 
third place finish in the Senior Division in 1986. Further relegations and 
promotions followed into the 1990’s before the club achieved their long term  
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Leiston FC – Club History (cont..) 

goal of progression to the Eastern Counties set up in 2001 finishing third and the 
necessary promotion placing. 

Despite their prestigious history, Leiston Football Club has not had the best of 
fortune with regards to silverware. After a hat-trick of League titles in 1900, 1901 
and 1902 they had to wait 36 years before winning the Ipswich & District League 
Division Two and then a further 45 years for another Senior trophy. Four times 
we have been runners up in the Suffolk FA Premier Cup (2005, 2006, 2007 & 
2016) and six times in the Suffolk FA Senior Cup (1892, 1897, 1904, 1949, 1966 
and 1986) but finally in 2018 the Blues got their hands on the Suffolk FA Premier 
Cup after defeating Bury Town 3-0 at Portman Road. In the Suffolk Junior Cup 
fortunes have fared more favourably. Four finals and three wins, in 1895, 1983 
and 1984, with 1984 also seeing the club lift the Suffolk & Ipswich 
League Division One trophy. 

More recently, and in their first Jewson League season, Leiston lifted the Division 
One trophy in 2002. The club also lifted the prestigious East Anglian Cup after a 
penalty shoot-out over higher ranked Brentwood Town in May 2008 
and then the club achieved back to back titles winning the Ridgeons Premier 
Division in 2011 and the Ryman League Division One North a year later in 2012. 
Efforts on and off the field in the past few seasons has also seen the club win 
prestigious awards for Respect and Fair Play from the Ryman League and the 
club is extremely proud to collect such achievements. 

Season 2008/09 will be long remembered in the history of Leiston as we became 
only one of three sides to ever reach the First Round proper of the FA Cup after 
starting the competition at the Extra Preliminary Round stage. Memorable wins 
at higher ranked Carshalton Athletic and Conference Premier Lewes in a run that 
lasted nine games and ended in a replay defeat at Conference North Fleetwood 
Town in front of 2000 fans after a record crowd of 1250 had watched the First 
Round goal less draw at Victory Road. 

After ten seasons in the Eastern Counties League the club gained promotion to 
the Ryman League as champions of the Ridgeons League. The inaugural Ryman 
League season provided unexpected success and at the first attempt secured the 
Division One North title with some fantastic performances including a 26 game 
unbeaten run. Season 2017/18 saw the Blues record their highest ever finish at 
Step Three (5th) and secured a first ever play off place, but sadly losing 1-0 at 
Dulwich Hamlet in the Semi Final. Now in its seventh season at Step Three, the  
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Leiston FC – Club History (cont..) 

club competed in the newly formed Southern League Premier Division (Central) 
for the very first time but after a bright start ended the season in 19th place. 

A very youthful Reserve side, now under the guidance of Ian Cornforth and Dean 
Last, played some great football and again improved to a top half finish (9th) and 
at the same time were the highest finishing Reserve side in the Thurlow Nunn 
Division One from the five Reserve sides. The U18's had a strong second half of 
the season under Neill Cole and Matt Murphy as the club continues Youth 
Development especially with links with Junior sides in the community that will 
see the club evolve further for the future. 

Over the years, Leiston have been blessed with many able and willing Chairmen, 
Secretaries and committee members and the club prides itself on its family 
attitudes. The club has also been very fortunate over the years to have players of 
note in their ranks and includes many links with professional clubs including Ian 
Gillespie, Ted Phillips, Jackie Warne, Stuart Boardley, Byron Lawrence and Jason 
Dozzell to name but a few. The club continues to improve its facilities in line with 
FA grading requirements and has some of the best Non-League facilities in 
Suffolk and the club is forever looking to improve. The efforts of Chairman Andy 
Crisp and Vice Chairman Peter Mayhew have been the main driving factors 
behind the changes and the meteoric rise of the club to step three of the 
national pyramid. Former player Stuart Boardley replaced Glen Driver as 
Manager in October 2018 and will continue to push the club forward especially 
with the development of Youth at Victory Road. 

Leiston FC – Player Profiles 

Stuart Boardley – Manager. Stuart made over 400 appearances for Leiston in all 
competitions in spells from 2005-2007 and 2008-2016. Helped Leiston reach the 
FA Cup First Round Proper by scoring twice at Lewes in a 4th Qualifying Round 
Replay in October 2008. Appointed as Leiston boss in October 2018, Stuart started 
his career at Ipswich Town before joining Torquay United. Stuart also played for 
Long Melford, AFC Sudbury and Felixstowe & Walton United. 

Jake Jessup – Goalkeeper. Jake was the first of three signings from fellow Southern 
League Premier team Needham Market. At six feet six inches he is a commanding 
figure in the goal. Previous clubs include Chelmsford City, Lowestoft Town and 
Great Yarmouth Town. 

Charlie Beckwith – Goalkeeper. A highly rated young goalkeeper Charlie has been 
with Leiston since the age of 15. He made his debut for the reserves as soon as he  
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Leiston FC – Player Profiles (cont..) 

reached 16 years of age. In the 2017-18 season he played over 70 games for all 
three senior teams at the club. Charlie had loan spells at Whitton United and Great 
Yarmouth Town last season. He has signed a new two-year contract with the club 
in July. 

Joe Potter - Goalkeeper. Joe joined Leiston in February 2019 from Felixstowe & 
Walton United. Just 19 years old he is highly rated and great things are expected 
of him in the future. 

Harry Knights – Defender. Harry joined Leiston in the summer of 2017 from 
Woodbridge Town. Made a big impact with impressive performances in the 
reserves last season, and was rewarded with a contract. Still only 20, Harry has 
recently signed a two-year extension on his contract. 

Kyle Hammond – Defender. Club captain for this coming season Kyle joined from 
Maldon & Tiptree in the summer of 2017 where he was named in the Ryman One 
Division One North team of the year. A former Academy player at Portman Road, 
Kyle returned from injury to help Leiston secure their place in last season’s Ryman 
League Premier Division play-offs and has recently extended his contract for the 
next two seasons. 

George Keys - Defender. George joined Leiston in December 2018 from Isthmian 
League Brightlingsea Regent, having the previous season helping them to 
promotion to the Isthmian League Premier Division and being voted Young Player 
of the Season. George, a former Colchester United Academy player, then moved 
to Sweden in March for three months before returning to Leiston for the coming 
season. 

Tom Woerndl - Defender. Tom joined Leiston having been at Needham Market 
last season. Tom, an Australian by birth, is a defender who was brought to England 
by Ipswich Town but was released in October 2018 and subsequently joined 
Needham Market. 

James Gaffer - Defender. James was captain of the reserve team for the 2018-19 
season and made his first team debut at Tamworth towards the end of last season. 
He is hoping to feature on a regular basis in the 2019-20 season. 

Charlie Canham - Defender. Charlie is a promising young defender who made his 
first team debut against Lowestoft Town in the League Cup last season and went 
on to make three further appearances that season. He will be looking for more 
opportunities in the 2019-20 season. 
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Leiston FC – Player Profiles (cont..) 

Jerry Kamanzi - Midfielder. Jerry joins Leiston from fellow Southern League 
Needham Market. Jerry’s former clubs include Colchester United, Maldon & 
Tiptree, AFC Sudbury and the now defunct Thurrock. Jerry was a fans favourite at 
Bloomfields last season and has signed a two-year deal at Victory Road. 

Byron Lawrence – Midfielder. Byron first joined Leiston in July 2016. An ex-Ipswich 
Town Academy player, he has a cultured left foot and a great array of passing. Also 
played for Billericay and Dulwich Hamlet in the National League South. 

Noel Aitkens – Midfielder. 23-year-old Noel joined from Bury Town in the summer 
of 2018, having spent four years at Ram Meadow. A stylish performer with an eye 
for a tackle and a strong shot, he has proved himself more than capable at the 
higher level. 

Robert Eagle - Midfielder. Born in Leiston, Robert was with Norwich City as a 
youngster and made 10 Football League appearances for them in 2006-7. He 
subsequently played for Inverness Caledonian Thistle and Grimsby, making over 
50 appearances for the latter. Now in his third spell at Leiston, Robert has also 
made over 100 appearances for Lowestoft as well as playing for AFC Sudbury. 

Josh Hitter – Midfielder. 20-year-old Josh recently joined Blues from Whitton 
United. A schoolboy at Colchester United, he linked up with Woodbridge Town 
and was part of the team that reached the 2015-2016 FA Youth Cup 2nd Round. 
He helped Whitton achieve promotion to the Thurlow Nunn Premier Division in 
2017-18. 

Harrison Bacon - Midfielder. Harrison joined the club from Woodbridge Town in 
the summer of 2018. A regular scorer for the reserves and U18’s last season. 
Harrison made his debut at home to St Neots Town in January 2019. Signed a two 
year contract in the summer. 

Rhys Henry - Midfielder. Rhys returns to Leiston having signed from Felixstowe & 
Walton in the summer. Rhys played an integral part in helping Leiston win the 
Ryman Division One North title in the 2011/2012 season. He netted an important 
winner in a 1-0 victory away to Brentwood Town in March 2012 that put Leiston 
top and they kept there until the last game. He also played in the Blues first season 
of Step 3 football. Rhys played 95 league matches in his first spell at Leiston, 
scoring 21 goals. 

Albert Serra Parrondo - Midfielder. 23-year-old Albert has signed for the Blues for 
the 2019-20 after impressing whilst on trial during the pre-season friendlies.  
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Leiston FC – Player Profiles (cont..) 

Already a fans favourite he scored perhaps goal of the season against Colchester 
United at Victory Road. As a youngster he was on the books of Real Mallorca. 

Sebastia Pons Llado - Midfielder. Sebastia also impressed during the pre-season 
friendlies, acting as provider for many of the goals scored. He has signed for 
Leiston for the 2019-20 season and at just 20 years’ old there are high 
expectations of him at the club. 

Matt Blake – Striker. Matt arrived from Norwich United, having scored 177 goals 
in all competitions in 5 seasons and helping Norwich United to two Eastern 
Counties Premier Division titles. Scored 42 goals in his first season at Leiston, 
winning the Isthmian Premier League Golden Boot in the process, and has 
continued to contribute crucial goals for the club ever since. 

Ryan Sharman - Striker. Ryan signed for Leiston in the summer having been at 
Cambridge City since December 2016. He was top scorer for Cambridge City in the 
2017-18 season netting 33 goals in all competitions and helping his team reach 
the divisional play-offs at the end of the season. Previous clubs include St Neots 
Town and Soham Town Rangers. 

Will Davies - Striker. Will joined Leiston in the summer of 2018, having played for 
Coplestonians in the SIL. During the first three months of the season he scored 19 
goals in 19 appearances for the reserves in Eastern Counties Division One, before 
becoming a regular member of the first team squad during the final months of last 
season. 

Leiston FC – Latest Results & Upcoming Fixtures 

Date H/A Opponent Competition KO/Score Att 

Sat 10 Aug H Coalville Town BV Sth Prem Cent 1 - 1 218 

Tue 13 Aug A AFC Rushden & 
Diamonds 

BV Sth Prem Cent 1 - 5 446 

Sat 17 Aug A Rushall 
Olympic 

BV Sth Prem Cent 0 - 6 186 

Sat 24 Aug H Tamworth BV Sth Prem Cent 1 - 2  242 

Mon 26 Aug A Needham 
Market 

BV Sth Prem Cent 3pm   

Sat 31 Aug H Alvechurch BV Sth Prem Cent 3pm   

Tue 10 Sep H Needham 
Market 

CSS Lea Cup  7.45pm   
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1st Team - League Fixtures & Results 
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1st Team - League Table
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1st Team Latest Match Report 

Nuneaton Borough 1 (Benbow 2pen) vs Needham Market 0 

It was back to Warwickshire for the second time this month as the Marketmen 

continued to look for their first victory of the campaign. The conditions could 

have been so contrasting, having experienced the blustery cool conditions at 

Stratford, Nuneaton welcomed the Marketmen with warm bright blue skies. The 

Marketmen made one change for this match with Russell Short replaced Dan 

Morphew as Richard Wilkins reverted to a flat back four. 

 

The game didn’t begin at all well for the Marketmen when Nuneaton were 

awarded a penalty for a foul of Stuart Beavon with just a minute on the clock. 

The Nuneaton number eleven was adjudged to have been brought down in the 

area after receiving a pass from Ryan Edmunds. Luke Benbow took responsibility 

and fired past Marcus Garnham to give the hosts the lead. Moments later, the 

goalscorer nearly increased the lead for the hosts, but fortunately for the 

Marketmen he dragged his shot just wide. 

 

Despite falling a goal behind, The Marketmen battled well as they looked to get 

back on terms and they very nearly did when a Gareth Heath corner bounced off 

Cam Belford’s crossbar. Unfortunately, there was no Marketman to make 

something 

from the 

rebound. A 

few minutes 

later Craig 

Parker, 

unmarked in 

the box, just 

couldn’t 

quite meet a 

Russell 

Short’s decent cross. Soon afterwards, the Marketmen midfield combined well 

to give him another opportunity and this time he connected with a Joseph 

Marsden cross but was denied by a good defensive block. This in turn started a 

swift Nuneaton counterattack that culminated with goal scorer Luke Benbow 

forcing Marcus Garnham to palm his fierce drive round the post. 
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1st Team Latest Match Report (cont..) 
As the hosts looked to extend their lead; Stuart Beavon put an effort wide after a 

good one-two with Devon Kelly-Evans and then Alex Henshall followed that by 

testing Marcus Garnham with a fiercely struck volley, Luke Benbow followed up 

on the save but could only send it wide. Marcus Garnham was called into action 

again not long after, as he denied Stuart Beavon by getting down well to his right 

to keep out a powerful header. 

 

Just before the break both sides had a chance to make something from a free 

kick, Nuneaton’s Luke Benbow decided he would try his luck from twenty-five  

yards but luckily for the Marketmen he fired it over. The Marketmen’s free kick 

was swung in by Gareth Heath and was cleared, although Samuel Squire got the 

ball back into the box it was easily dealt with by the defence. 

 

Half Time: Nuneaton Borough 1 vs Needham Market 0 

 

The Marketmen were forced into a change at half-time as Callum Sturgess was 

unable to continue and was replaced by Dan Morphew. The second half itself, 

started rather quietly as both teams tried to settle down in the hot conditions, 

with the Marketmen 

first to create anything 

of note. Craig Parker 

battled well down the 

left side of the box, 

getting to the byline 

and he did well 

keeping the ball in to 

pull it back to Joseph 

Marsden, Unfortunately, he couldn’t keep his effort down and fired it over the 

top. 

 

The hosts then enjoyed a good passage of possession but were unable to get 

through some stout Marketmen defending, and when they finally did Ryan 

Edmunds smashed his powerful effort into the side netting. Nuneaton made 

their first change and substitute Callum Powell nearly made an immediate 

impact. He cut in from the left and tries to curl one, but his effort lacked enough  
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1st Team Latest Match Report (cont..) 
whip to trouble Marcus Garnham. However, moments later he was troubled as 

he had to push a Ryan Edmunds effort behind. 

 

The Marketmen brought on Luke Ingram in place of Craig Parker, as they 

continued to look for ways to find an equaliser, but it was proving a difficult 

afternoon for them in the final third. Although they enjoyed a decent share of 

possession, they did not 

seriously test Cam 

Belford in the Nuneaton 

goal. The Marketmen 

were restricted to a few 

half chances; Russell 

Short tried his luck from 

distance a couple of 

times after picking the 

ball up from clearances, 

but on each occasion, he blasted his efforts over the bar. In between these, 

Samuel Squire did exactly the same thing with a similar effort, which really 

summed up the Marketmen’s day. 

 

Deep into injury time Nuneaton had two chance to make certain of the three 

points; Callum Powell used his pace to surge into the Marketmen’s area but fires 

his fierce effort into the side netting. Then as the Marketmen push forward to  

salvage the point Ryan Edmunds found space in the area but Marcus Garnham, 

capped a good performance with a good save with his legs. 

 

Full Time: Nuneaton Borough 1 vs Needham Market 0 

 

The Teams: 

 

Needham Market: Garnham, Dye, Sturgess (Morphew(D) 45), Short, 

Morphew(K), Baker, Squire, Heath, Neal, Parker (Ingram 65), Marsden. 

 

Nuneaton Borough: Belford, Clifton, Lowe, Kettle, Camwell (Obeng 84), Edmunds, 

Verma, Kelly-Evans, Henshall (Powell 62), Benbow, Beavon (Harkin 76). 
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Reserve Team - League Fixtures & Results 
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Reserve Team – League Table 
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The Teams

 

 


