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WELCOME NOTES 

This evening we welcome the officials, staff, players and supporters of 

Debenham LC to ‘Bloomfields for this Thurlow Nunn First Division North fixture. 

We would also like to extend this welcome to today’s match officials.  

It is almost a year since the two teams have played against each other and this 

evening Needham Reserves will look to continue their winning ways after 

Saturday’s 3-2 victory over second place Diss Town. Callum Page weighed in with 

another brace with Ben Harris scoring the other. The match report can be seen 

on page 12 

Debenham LC on the other hand lost at home to our local rivals AFC Sudbury 

Reserves 4-2 on Saturday. It was their third defeat in four league game, so no 

doubt they will be wanting to change their fortunes. 

I’m sure it will be an exciting game and know you will all get behind the team 

and help them towards victory….. 

Enjoy the game and your visit to Bloomfields…..Lastly have a safe journey home 

afterwards….. 

Previous Season’s Meetings: 

17/10/18 Needham Market Res 1-0 Debenham LC 

24/8/18 Debenham LC 2-1 Needham Market Res 

7/4/18 Debenham LC 1-1 Needham Market Res 

20/3/18 Needham Market Res 0-3 Debenham LC 

25/2/17 Debenham LC 3-0 Needham Market Res 

27/9/16 Needham Market Res 1-1 Debenham LC 

 

Other Thurlow Nunn First Division North Fixtures 

Ipswich Wanderers vs Framlingham Town @ SEH Sports Centre 

Norwich CBS vs Mulbarton Wanderers @ The FDC 
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Needham Market Football Club 
Address ‘Bloomfields’ Quinton Road, Needham Market, Ipswich. IP6 8DA 

Telephone 01449 721000 

Web www.needhammarketfc.co.uk Twitter @needhammktfc 

Company Name Needham Market FC Limited: Reg No 09946659 

Trustees Graham Emmerson, Nick Francis, Martin Grogan 

A Company Limited by guarantee not having any share capital wholly owned by 
Needham Market Football Club whose Company Directors are Keith Nunn 
(Chairman/President), Graham Emmerson (CEO), Ian Rowe (Finance Director) and 
Mark Easlea (Company Secretary) 

Life Presidents 
Derrick Bloomfield, Martin Grogan, Barry 
Nunn, Les Ward, Don Vincent, Eddie Bines 

Chairman & President Keith Nunn 

Chief Executive Officer Graham Emmerson 

Secretary Mark Easlea 

Operations & Academy Director Robert Peace 

Commercial Managers David Clarke, Kate Smith 

Health & Safety Officer Wendy Hall 

Facilities Managers Eddie Bines, Sue Oxborrow 

Res/Youth Team Fixture 
Secretary 

Alison Last 

Res. Team Matchday 
Coordinators 

Alec Bugg & Bev Dorling 

Res. Team Matchday Hospitality Jenny Hargreaves 

Head Groundsman Ken Thorpe 

Gateman Barry Nunn 

Reserve Team  Academy Manager – Kevin Horlock, 
Assistant Manager – Colin Grogan, 
Coaches – Arron Hall, James Mant, Physio 
– Ian Jenkins 

U18 Team Manager – Kevin Horlock, Assistant 
Manager – Colin Grogan, Coach – James 
Mant 
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Needham Market FC - Brief Club History 
Needham Market Football Club was officially formed in 1919 although records 
do indicate that games were played in the late 1890’s in the town. The clubs’ 
original home was Young’s Meadow until a move to Crowley Park, which became 
the clubs’ base until 1996.  

The club then moved a brand-new complex called ‘Bloomfields’. Having 
purchased the land, the club is now situated on largely due to former player 
Arthur Rodwell, who the left the club some money on his passing, along with a 
successful Lottery Grant, we now find ourselves with a facility that we totally 
own and are truly proud of. Over the years’ a great deal of hard and prudent 
work by some very enthusiastic individuals has seen it grow into its current form. 

The 3G Pitch is now fully complete along with a 2-storey building housing 
changing rooms, spectator toilets and a disabled lift downstairs, with a café/bar 
(The Hub) and function room on the first floor which are open for business. The 
first floor also has a viewing veranda round three sides of the building.  

The complex is named after club stalwart Derrick Bloomfield who has given more 
than 70 years’ service to the club. As well as being a player Derrick has held 
virtually every role in the club. To recognise his service the club awarded him a 
testimonial against Ipswich Town in 2004. He was also presented with a long 
service achievement award from The Football Association. 

Needham Market Football Club first entered the Suffolk & Ipswich Football 
League (then known as the Ipswich & District League), it was also the playing 
arena for Clacton Town, Harwich & Parkeston, Hadleigh United, Stowmarket 
Town, Sudbury Town (now known as AFC Sudbury), and Woodbridge Town. 

The Reserve Team won The Suffolk & Ipswich Football League Reserves Division 
in 1970/71 and 1971/72, and The Suffolk & Ipswich Football League 
Intermediate B Division in 1993/94. The reserve team has also won The Suffolk & 
Ipswich Football League Division Three in 1985/86 and 2003/04. After moving to 
the Essex & Suffolk Border League the Division Two title was won in 1998/99, 
and a year later came runners up in the League Cup losing out to Senior Division 
side Gas Recreation. The Reserve Team are currently playing in the Ridgeons 
Reserve League North Division. 

Recent Needham Market Reserve Team History 
2011/12 saw the club open its doors to a new venture as we introduced a full 
time Academy Programme for 16-18-year olds who would be studying for an 
NVQ in Sports Development and coached by Ex-Professional player Kevin  
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Recent Needham Market Reserve Team History 
Horlock. The lads on the scheme formed our Reserve side and had an excellent 
season. They finished runners up in the Ridgeons Reserve League North Division, 
Semi-Finalists in The Suffolk FA Senior Reserve Cup and reached the 3rd 
Qualifying Round of The FA Youth Cup (the furthest the club had ever reached). 

2012/13 was a very difficult one in comparison with the previous seasons and 
saw Mark Morsley come back to Needham to help with Danny Laws. However, 
the lure of managing at a higher-level Danny decided to take the vacant post at 
Leiston, with Mark taking on the responsibilities as Manager. This did however 
give Mark the opportunity to assess the squad particularly the youngsters from 
the Academy. It is fair to say that he found the quality of the lads excellent and 
rewarded some of them with contracts with the 1st Team. This is a great 
testimony to the hard work put in by Kevin Horlock and the Academy staff. 

2014/15 was a first for the club as our Reserve Side competed at Step 6 in the 
Thurlow Nunn Division 1 for the very first time. Conducting ourselves very well 
finishing in a respectable 16th position. 

2015/16 The Reserve Team struggled in The Thurlow Nunn Division 1 League 
finishing bottom of the table with the Youth Team finishing in 3rd place in The 
Thurlow Nunn Youth League.  

2016/17 The youngsters in the Reserve Team found life tough again in The 
Thurlow Nunn Division 1 finishing third from bottom.  

2017/18 The ethos of the Reserve Team was to continue to play youngsters and 
despite struggling physically at times the football played was very good and 
often complemented by the opposition. The club increased its Youth section 
competing in the Eastern Junior Alliance League at U18, U16, U14 & U13 levels. 

2018/19 saw the Reserve Team got off to a less than ideal start finding 
themselves near the foot of the table and in a relegation battle, but at the turn 
of the year their form was transformed, finishing comfortably clear of trouble 
and their highest finish in the Eastern Counties League Division 1 North.  

The Academy continues to be a massive success. The future of this football club 
may well come from these up and coming players who will continue to develop 
and under their teaching, coaching and leadership of the Academy and is 
becoming a very important part of the football club’s future legacy.  

Overall the Club is in a very good position both on and off the field with exciting 
times ahead for everyone involved with Needham Market FC as we continue to 
be ‘SUFFOLK’S TOP NON-LEAGUE FOOTBALL CLUB’. 
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Selected Needham Market Reserves Player Profiles 

Finlay Shorten – GOALKEEPER -Product of the Needham academy and a highly 

rated stopper within the club. This season Finlay will be hoping to challenge first 

team keeper Marcus Garnham for the first team jersey this season.  

Owen Elsdon – GOALKEEPER - Another product from the academy. A quality 

shot-stopper who had a trial with Ipswich Town in the summer and will be 

hoping to continue his good form for the Reserves this season.  

Conor McLaughlin- DEFENDER - Another product of the academy, having 

returned to the club last season, which after impressing for the Reserves 

deservedly earned himself a first team contract and will be looking to challenge 

for a spot in the first team this season.  

Jes Nevard- DEFENDER - A tough centre-back who is resolute in the defence and 

is certainly one to watch in the coming season.  

Evan Collard – DEFENDER - A good defender who is confident on the ball and is 

establishing himself in the team. 

Noah Collard- MIDFIELDER – a talented midfielder who is confident on the ball. 

He has progressed well and recently he has been part of the first team squad. 

George Clayton-Leek- MIDFIELDER - is a pacy winger who like to take on 

defenders and is looking to progressing his career.  

Jose Santa De La Paz - MIDFIELDER - Jose is a talented winger who is progressing 

well, establishing himself in the team and will be looking to make the next level. 

Callum Page- MIDFIELDER - One to certainly watch having been on trial with 

Colchester United this summer, the winger uses his pace, passing and shooting 

ability to great effect. Another player who many will be keeping an eye on this 

season. 

Jamahl Godward- MIDFIELDER - signed for Needham last season from West 

Ham’s Academy and is a highly rated winger who is progressing well and will be 

looking to break into the First Team squad. 

Kai Fletcher- STRIKER - At the young age of 16, Kai is an exciting talent with a 

bright future ahead of him. Many eyes will be on him as he establishes himself in 

the reserves. 
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 The History of Debenham LC Football Club 

Debenham LC FC was formed in the summer of 1991 under the name of 
Debenham Angels FC in division 7 of the Suffolk and Ipswich League. That season 
the team went unbeaten in the league and gained promotion to Division 6 from 
where they were again promoted two years later. 

In 1996 the success continued as the club was promoted from Division 5 to 
Division 4, which was won at the first attempt and that season saw the formation 
of a Reserve team that entered Division 8. 

In the 1999-2000 Season the First Team were Division 3 champions and the 
Reserves were also promoted from Division 8.  The following season saw the club 
win another championship with the First Team being promoted to Division 1.  The 
Reserves also gained promotion to the SIL Intermediate B Division. 

Promotion from Division 1 was narrowly missed in 2001-2002 and in the following 
season relegation to division 2 was only avoided in the last week of the season. 

2003 saw the appointment of ex Stowmarket Town Manager, Mel Aldis as the new 
First Team Manager and his Assistant Alistair Forster with help from Kevin Snell.  
The new Management Team led the First Team to promotion to the SIL Senior 
Division as Division 1 Champions following a 10-0 victory over Ipswich Exiles in the 
final game of the season giving the club promotion by goal difference over local 
rivals Framlingham Town FC. 

The following season, the clubs first in senior football exceeded all expectations.  
The season finished with Debenham runners up to East Bergholt United FC and 
gaining promotion to the Ridgeons Eastern Counties League. 

In season 2005-2006 the adult teams and the highly successful junior setup - 
comprising 14 teams - joined forces under the new name of Debenham Leisure 
Centre Football Club, to be known as Debenham LC FC. Mel Aldis persuaded the 
East Bergholt United manager Trevor Wardlaw to join him at Debenham to 
prepare for the challenge of Ridgeons league football, thus renewing their 
partnership of the mid-nineties when they were together at Stowmarket Town FC.          

Season 2006-2007 after the necessary ground improvements had been completed 
saw the team enter the FA Vase competition for the first time.  The following 
season Debenham finished in a very pleasing 5th place, progressed to 2 cup semi-
finals and the deadly striking partnership of Stuart Jopling and Ian Gedny shared 
the League golden boot with 32 league goals each. 

Season 2008-2009 saw Ian Gedny become Assistant to Manager Mel Aldis and was 
also the year that saw the club enter the FA Cup competition, just 3 years after  



10 
 

The History of Debenham LC Football Club (cont..) 

achieving senior club status - a feat that commends all those who participated in 
the growth and progress of the club. This first FA Cup venture saw us progress 
through 3 rounds before finally bowing out to the strength of AFC Wimbledon in 
front of Maitlands record crowd of 1026.  The league performance started well 
but a worrying lack of form - and goals - around Christmas/New Year meant 
thoughts of promotion were put on the back burner as we were in mid table and 
a long way short on goal difference.  Things improved over the early New Year 
games and a dramatic late season surge of form saw the club go into the last game 
of the season in 4th place behind Halstead Town FC by 2 points. A comprehensive 
7-0 victory at March Town United for Debenham LC and Halstead Town’s draw at 
Great Yarmouth saw the teams tied on points but Debenham won the last 
promotion place to the Premier Division thanks to their goal difference which was 
improved by an astonishing 25 over the last 7 games of the season. 

The first season in the Premier Division was a frustrating one with injuries to key 
players but another late surge guaranteed their top-flight status for another 
season with a respectable 14th place finish.  There was increased optimism 
around the club but after two seasons in the Premier Division the grim reality of 
life at the top bit hard, a succession of injuries and players leaving left the club 
struggling to compete during Season 2010-2011 and the season ended with the 
team at the bottom of the league, having only won seven games in the season. 
Manager Mel Aldis tendered his resignation which was reluctantly accepted. 

Successions of Management Teams have since taken on the task of bringing 
success back to Debenham with mixed fortunes. The summer of 2013 saw the 
appointment of Paul Grainger as first team manager with Stuart Reavell as club 
coach.  Their team finished 12th in the League during Season 2013/14 but were 
the First Division Knock Out Cup winning team after beating League and Senior 
Cup winners Whitton Town United 2-0 in the final.  This was the club’s first success 
in a competition and its first piece of silverware. 

Soon after however first team manager Paul Grainger was released from his 
position and the club appointed Stuart Reavell to take the role of Head Coach.  The 
first half of the 2014-15 Season had seen a dramatic improvement with the team 
holding 1st place in the division for 8 weeks and finishing a respectable 7th place.  
Things looked optimistic for continuance, but the summer of 2016 saw great 
changes for the Hornets. 

First Kevin Snell stood down as Chairman after 20 years of service to the Club and 
then the majority of the committee also chose to resign.  New Chairman, Steve  
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The History of Debenham LC Football Club (cont..) 

Sherwood and his new committee took up the challenge.  One of their first tasks 
was to accept the resignation of Stuart Reavell.  Reserve Team Manager Ben 
Murphy was appointed to steady the ship alongside Dale Vince.  Season 2016-17 
was a roller coaster season which saw Debenham struggling despite notable wins 
against higher opposition; it was evident that the future of the Hornets needed to 
be in experience hands. 

In January 2017 Mark Benterman was appointed First Team Manager and his first 
season in charge saw the Hornets finish 12th in the League.  As the 2017/18 
Season approached, several smart signings were made and the retention of most 
of the previous squad, as well as the appointment on new Assistant Manager Leon 
Moore saw Debenham prepared for an assault on the top places. 

Early in the 2017-18 Season Leon Moore took charge of the First Team with Shaun 
Hunsdon as his Assistant.  His side played some quality football and he guided 
them through an impressive cup run and to a 7th place finish in the league.  The 
season came to an end with Chairman, Steve Sherwood, resigning and with the 
majority of the committee also standing down the future of the club seemed 
uncertain. 

Having seen the club only a few hours away from folding, a whole new committee 
was formed with new Chairman, Chris Conway and returning Vice-Chairman, Pip 
Alden at the helm.  The club is optimistic for the 2018-19 Season and the 
Management Team remains unchanged. 

Debenham LC – League Results 

28/09/19 Debenham LC  2 - 4 AFC Sudbury Res     

10/09/19 Debenham LC  0 - 1 Diss Town     

07/09/19 Norwich CBS  3 - 4 Debenham LC     

27/08/19 Debenham LC  0 - 1 Ipswich Wanderers     

24/08/19 Debenham LC  2 - 0 Fakenham Town 

21/08/19 Felixstowe & W Res 0 - 3 Debenham LC     

17/08/19 Mulbarton Wanderers 4 - 1 Debenham LC     

10/08/19 Debenham LC  1 - 1 Sheringham     

06/08/19 Diss Town  0 - 2 Debenham LC     

03/08/19 Debenham LC  0 - 1 Downham Town     
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Latest Needham Market Match Report 

Needham Market Res 3 (Page 41, 54 Harris 60) vs Diss Town 2 (Baughurst 18, 

Lane 71)  

Needham's Reserves moved into 5th place in the Thurlow Nunn First Division 

North, thanks to an excellent victory over second placed Diss Town, who had 

previously won all four of their away matches. 

Diss played the first half with a strong wind behind them and this played a part in 

their opening goal when James Baughurst's 18th minute corner caught the wind 

and went straight into the far corner of the net. Needham played some neat 

passing football and were rewarded with an equaliser in the 41st minute when 

Callum Page cut in from the right side of the area and his shot took a slight 

deflection to wrong-foot George Macrae in the visitor's goal. 

With the wind behind them in the second half Needham pressed forward and they 

took the lead in spectacular fashion after 54 minutes when Callum Page let fly 

from 25 yards and the ball flew into the top corner of the net. Needham increased 

their lead on the hour when a cross from the right found Ben Harris unmarked 

about 8 yards out and he bundled the ball past the keeper. 

Diss reduced the deficit on 71 minutes when substitute Max Lane drove into the 

Needham area and produced a clever finish with outside of his foot into the far 

corner. That concluded the scoring, but the final act of the game was a red card 

for Diss substitute Ryan Fuller, who received a second yellow card for a challenge 

on Needham keeper Owen Elsdon. 

Suffolk Senior Cup Draw 

Needham Reserves will visit SIL Senior Division side Coplestonians in the second 

round of the Senior Cup on Saturday, November 2nd, 2019, kick-off 2pm.  

Here is the full draw of the CNet Training Suffolk Senior Cup Second round: 

Framlingham Town v Ipswich Town Under-18s, Ipswich Wanderers v AFC Sudbury 

Res, Coplestonians v Needham Market Res, Old Newton Utd v Cornard Utd, Kirkley 

& Pakefield Res v Leiston Res, Debenham LC v Bourne Vale Utd, Henley Athletic v 

Trimley Red Devils, Crane Sports v Lakenheath. 
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Reserve Team 2019-20 Fixtures & Results 

 



14 
 

Reserve Team 2019-20 Table 
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Today’s Squads 

 


