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WELCOME NOTES 

This afternoon we welcome the officials, staff, players and supporters of 

Felixstowe & Walton Reserves to ‘Bloomfields for this Thurlow Nunn First 

Division North fixture. We would also like to extend this welcome to today’s 

match officials.  

This afternoon Needham Reserves look to build on last weeks’ winning 

performance again Kings Lynn. Goals from Ben Harris, Jose Noel Santa De La Paz, 

Reuben Cowler and a good penalty save by Owen Elsdon ensured that the 

Marketmen climbed to 6th in the table. 

Meanwhile,  Felixstowe & Walton suffered a 4-0 defeat last Saturday against a 

strong Mulbarton side and will be looking to improve their fortunes after only 

securing one victory in five games. 

Recent Meetings: 

26/12/2018 Felixstowe & Walton Res 1-0 Needham Market Res 

10/11/2018 Needham Market Res 1-3 Felixstowe & Walton Res 

Thurlow Nunn First Division North Fixtures 

FDN 07/09/19 Cornard United vs Diss Town 

FDN 07/09/19 Ipswich Wanderers vs Downham Town 

FDN 07/09/19 Lakenheath vs Fakenham Town 

FDN 07/09/19 Leiston Res vs Framlingham Town 

FDN 07/09/19 Mulbarton Wanderers vs Haverhill Borough 

FDN 07/09/19 Norwich CBS vs Debenham LC 

FDN 07/09/19 Sheringham vs Wisbech St Mary 

 

ENJOY THE GAME……………..and have a safe journey home!! 
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Needham Market Football Club 

Address ‘Bloomfields’ Quinton Road, Needham Market, Ipswich. IP6 8DA 

Telephone 01449 721000 

Web www.needhammarketfc.co.uk Twitter @needhammktfc 

Company Name Needham Market FC Limited: Reg No 09946659 

Trustees Graham Emmerson, Nick Francis, Martin Grogan 

A Company Limited by guarantee not having any share capital wholly owned by 
Needham Market Football Club whose Company Directors are Keith Nunn 
(Chairman/President), Graham Emmerson (CEO), Ian Rowe (Finance Director) and 
Mark Easlea (Company Secretary) 

Life Presidents 
Derrick Bloomfield, Martin Grogan, Barry 
Nunn, Les Ward, Don Vincent, Eddie Bines 

Chairman & President Keith Nunn 

Vice-Chairman Nick Francis 

Chief Executive Officer Graham Emmerson 

Secretary Mark Easlea 

Operations & Academy Director Robert Peace 

Commercial Managers David Clarke, Kate Smith 

Health & Safety Officer Wendy Hall 

Facilities Managers Eddie Bines, Sue Oxborrow 

Res/Youth Team Fixture 
Secretary 

Alison Last 

Res. Team Matchday 
Coordinators 

Alec Bugg & Bev Dorling 

Res. Team Matchday Hospitality Jenny Hargreaves 

Head Groundsman Ken Thorpe 

Gateman Barry Nunn 

Reserve Team  Academy Manager – Kevin Horlock, 
Assistant Manager – Colin Grogan, 
Coaches – Arron Hall, James Mant, Physio 
– Ian Jenkins 

U18 Team Manager – Kevin Horlock, Assistant 
Manager – Colin Grogan, Coach – James 
Mant 
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Needham Market FC - Brief Club History 
Needham Market Football Club was officially formed in 1919 although records 
do indicate that games were played in the late 1890’s in the town. The clubs’ 
original home was Young’s Meadow until a move to Crowley Park, which became 
the clubs’ base until 1996.  

The club then moved a brand-new complex called ‘Bloomfields’. Having 
purchased the land, the club is now situated on largely due to former player 
Arthur Rodwell, who the left the club some money on his passing, along with a 
successful Lottery Grant, we now find ourselves with a facility that we totally 
own and are truly proud of. Over the years’ a great deal of hard and prudent 
work by some very enthusiastic individuals has seen it grow into its current form. 

The 3G Pitch is now fully complete along with a 2-storey building housing 
changing rooms, spectator toilets and a disabled lift downstairs, with a café/bar 
(The Hub) and function room on the first floor which are open for business. The 
first floor also has a viewing veranda round three sides of the building.  

The complex is named after club stalwart Derrick Bloomfield who has given more 
than 70 years service to the club. As well as being a player Derrick has held 
virtually every role in the club. To recognise his service the club awarded him a 
testimonial against Ipswich Town in 2004. He was also presented with a long 
service achievement award from The Football Association. 

Needham Market Football Club first entered the Suffolk & Ipswich Football 
League (then known as the Ipswich & District League), it was also the playing 
arena for Clacton Town, Harwich & Parkeston, Hadleigh United, Stowmarket 
Town, Sudbury Town (now known as AFC Sudbury), and Woodbridge Town. 

The Reserve Team won The Suffolk & Ipswich Football League Reserves Division 
in 1970/71 and 1971/72, and The Suffolk & Ipswich Football League 
Intermediate B Division in 1993/94. The reserve team has also won The Suffolk & 
Ipswich Football League Division Three in 1985/86 and 2003/04. After moving to 
the Essex & Suffolk Border League the Division Two title was won in 1998/99, 
and a year later came runners up in the League Cup losing out to Senior Division 
side Gas Recreation. The Reserve Team are currently playing in the Ridgeons 
Reserve League North Division. 

Recent Needham Market Reserve Team History 
2011/12 saw the club open its doors to a new venture as we introduced a full 
time Academy Programme for 16-18-year olds who would be studying for an 
NVQ in Sports Development and coached by Ex-Professional player Kevin  
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Recent Needham Market Reserve Team History 
Horlock. The lads on the scheme formed our Reserve side and had an excellent 
season. They finished runners up in the Ridgeons Reserve League North Division, 
Semi-Finalists in The Suffolk FA Senior Reserve Cup and reached the 3rd 
Qualifying Round of The FA Youth Cup (the furthest the club had ever reached). 

2012/13 was a very difficult one in comparison with the previous seasons and 
saw Mark Morsley come back to Needham to help with Danny Laws. However, 
the lure of managing at a higher-level Danny decided to take the vacant post at 
Leiston, with Mark taking on the responsibilities as Manager. This did however 
give Mark the opportunity to assess the squad particularly the youngsters from 
the Academy. It is fair to say that he found the quality of the lads excellent and 
rewarded some of them with contracts with the 1st Team. This is a great 
testimony to the hard work put in by Kevin Horlock and the Academy staff. 

2014/15 was a first for the club as our Reserve Side competed at Step 6 in the 
Thurlow Nunn Division 1 for the very first time. Conducting ourselves very well 
finishing in a respectable 16th position. 

2015/16 The Reserve Team struggled in The Thurlow Nunn Division 1 League 
finishing bottom of the table with the Youth Team finishing in 3rd place in The 
Thurlow Nunn Youth League.  

2016/17 The youngsters in the Reserve Team found life tough again in The 
Thurlow Nunn Division 1 finishing third from bottom.  

2017/18 The ethos of the Reserve Team was to continue to play youngsters and 
despite struggling physically at times the football played was very good and 
often complemented by the opposition. The club increased its Youth section 
competing in the Eastern Junior Alliance League at U18, U16, U14 & U13 levels. 

2018/19 saw the Reserve Team got off to a less than ideal start finding 
themselves near the foot of the table and in a relegation battle, but at the turn 
of the year their form was transformed, finishing comfortably clear of trouble 
and their highest finish in he Eastern Counties League Division 1 North.  

The Academy continues to be a massive success. The future of this football club 
may well come from these up and coming players who will continue to develop 
and under their teaching, coaching and leadership of the Academy and is 
becoming a very important part of the football club’s future legacy.  

Overall the Club is in a very good position both on and off the field with exciting 
times ahead for everyone involved with Needham Market FC as we continue to 
be ‘SUFFOLK’S TOP NON-LEAGUE FOOTBALL CLUB’. 
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Selected Needham Market Reserves Player Profiles 

Finlay Shorten – GOALKEEPER -Product of the Needham academy and a highly 

rated stopper within the club. This season Finlay will be hoping to challenge first 

team keeper Marcus Garnham for the first team jersey this season.  

Owen Elsdon – GOALKEEPER - Another product from the academy. A quality 

shot-stopper who had a trial with Ipswich Town in the summer and will be 

hoping to continue his good form for the Reserves this season.  

Conor McLaughlin- DEFENDER - Another product of the academy, having 

returned to the club last season, which after impressing for the Reserves 

deservedly earned himself a first team contract and will be looking to challenge 

for a spot in the first team this season.  

Jes Nevard- DEFENDER - A tough centre-back who is resolute in the defence and 

is certainly one to watch in the coming season.  

Evan Collard – DEFENDER - A good defender who is confident on the ball and is 

establishing himself in the team. 

Noah Collard- MIDFIELDER – a talented midfielder who is confident on the ball. 

He has progressed well and recently he has been part of the first team squad. 

George Clayton-Leek- MIDFIELDER - is a pacy winger who like to take on 

defenders and is looking to progressing his career.  

Jose Santa De La Paz - MIDFIELDER - Jose is a talented winger who is progressing 

well, establishing himself in the team and will be looking to make the next level. 

Callum Page- MIDFIELDER - One to certainly watch having been on trial with 

Colchester United this summer, the winger uses his pace, passing and shooting 

ability to great effect. Another player who many will be keeping an eye on this 

season. 

Jamahl Godward- MIDFIELDER - signed for Needham last season from West 

Ham’s Academy and is a highly rated winger who is progressing well and will be 

looking to break into the First Team squad. 

Kai Fletcher- STRIKER - At the young age of 16, Kai is an exciting talent with a 

bright future ahead of him. Many eyes will be on him as he establishes himself in 

the reserves. 
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Felixstowe & Walton - History 

Felixstowe & Walton United Football Club aka ‘The Seasiders’ were formed in 
2000 from two football clubs who were independent in their own right although 
they had merged briefly just prior to the Second World War to be called 
Felixstowe United (not to be confused with the present day Felixstowe United 
(Now Felixstowe Harpers United) who play in The Suffolk & Ipswich League) The 
joining lasted until 1952 when the clubs went their separate ways. 

Formed in 1895, Walton United played at The Recreation ground in Recreation 
Way Walton while Felixstowe Town, formed five years earlier played at The 
Town Ground, Dellwood Avenue. The second amalgamation in 2000 looked a 
good marriage for the right reasons. Walton United had just won the Suffolk 
Senior Cup and were on the up but with nowhere to go as the Recreation ground 
at Walton could not accommodate Eastern Counties League standard facilities. 
Felixstowe Town had been renamed Felixstowe Port & Town due to their 
sponsorship by the Port, but when that was withdrawn in 1999/2000 it left the 
Town club struggling to recover and maintain Eastern Counties League football. 
It looked and proved to be a good decision by both clubs that they therefore 
merged with Dellwood Avenue becoming their home Venue. 

It was a struggle in the early years after the merger with relegation coming in 
2002, but it offered the chance for the club to regroup and focus on the future 
with a growing youth set up and getting the basics right off the pitch and the 
Club regained Premier Division status in 2006 when they finished runners up in 
Division One. 

Tied by what could be done at their present home the club always found it 
difficult to compete with the top sides in the Premier Division with what was the 
unique task of raising and lowering of the floodlights before and after games and 
the restrictions placed on the club by the local authorities. 

HISTORY OF FLOODLIGHTS 

The Seasiders remained positive throughout and now have the lights 
permanently erected during the football season which was the catalyst to 
develop the rest of the ground and have an excellent youth set up comprising 
over 20 boys & girls’ teams from Age 6 upwards. 

In July 2017 a new pitchside clubhouse complex opened to replace the old one 
which has transformed the club and by the end of the 2017/18 season, the 
Seasiders gained promotion to the Isthmian Bostik North Division at Step 4 for  
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Felixstowe & Walton – History (cont..) 

the first time in the club’s history. The Reserves were also promoted to the Step 
6 Thurlow Nunn First Division. 

The clubs first season at Step 4 saw a mid-table finish achieved, with an average 
attendance of 400 the highest in the Isthmian North, and second highest in 
Suffolk behind Ipswich Town. Several additional ground improvements were 
completed, and the season ended with a trip to Portman Road in the Suffolk FA 
Premier Cup with over 1,000 Seasiders supporters seeing us finish runners up to 
Step 3 Leiston after a 3-2 defeat 

Felixstowe & Walton Reserves – Recent Results 

31/08/19 - Felixstowe & Walton United 0 vs 4  Mulbarton Wanderers     

27/08/19 - Leiston Res   4 vs 1  Felixstowe & Walton United Res     

24/08/19 - Felixstowe & Walton United  3 vs 2  Kings Lynn Town Res     

21/08/19 - Felixstowe & Walton United  0 vs 3  Debenham LC     

16/08/19 - AFC Sudbury Res  3 vs 0  Felixstowe & Walton United Res 

 

****************************************************************** 

Needham Market Football Club  
Emergency Evacuation Procedure 

Needham Market Football Club has an agreed emergency policy to ensure the 
safe and controlled evacuation of the ground. In the event of an emergency it is 
important that everybody remains calm while the situation is investigated by the 
Safety Officer or Club Official / Steward. If it is considered that the situation 
warrants evacuation, then all exit gates will be opened and Club Officials / 
Stewards will direct the crowd out of the ground. 

Please remain calm, follow all instructions and make your way to the designated 
assembly point (the Club Car Park). Ensure that you leave the ground by the 
route as directed. 

****************************************************************** 
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Reserve Team 2019-20 Fixtures & Results 
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Reserve Team 2019-20 Table 
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Today’s Squads 

 


