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Needham Market Football Club 
‘Bloomfields’ Quinton Road, Needham Market, Ipswich, IP6 8DA Tel: 01449 721000 

www.needhammarketfc.co.uk / @needhammktfc 
 

Trustees:   Graham Emmerson, Nick Francis, Martin Grogan 
 

Needham Market FC Limited: 
Reg. No. 09946659 A Company Limited by guarantee not having any share capital wholly owned by Needham 
Market Football Club whose Company Directors are Keith Nunn (Chairman), Graham Emmerson (CEO),  
Ian Rowe (Finance Director) and Company Secretary Mark Easlea 
 

Life Presidents:   Derrick Bloomfield, Martin Grogan, Barry Nunn, Les Ward, Don Vincent 
Chairman & President:  Keith Nunn 
Vice-Chairman:   Nick Francis 
Chief Executive:   Graham Emmerson 
Secretary    Mark Easlea 
Financial Controller:  Richard Fairbrother 
Treasurer    Ian Rowe 
Operations & Academy Director: Robert Peace 
Commercial Managers:  David Clarke & Kate Smith  
Facilities Managers:  Eddie & Sue Bines 
1st Team Matchday Hospitality: Freda Vincent 
Res. Team Matchday Hospitality: Jenny Hargreaves 
Health & Safety Officer:  Wendy Hall 
1st Team Matchday Secretary: Richard Easlea 
Res/Youth Team Fixture Secretary Alison Last 
Res. Team Matchday Coordinators: Alec Bugg & Bev Dorling 
Sponsorship & BDG Officer: Andy Ingram 
Welfare Officer:   Robert Peace 
Programme Editor:  Drew Kendall 
Media Manager:   Ben Pooley 
Match Reporter & Press Officer: Paul Munn 
Website Administrators:  Mark Easlea, Drew Kendall, Paul Munn, Ben Pooley  
Head Groundsman:  Ken Thorpe 
Assistant Groundsmen  Ray Gooding, David Hales, Jerry Warren 
Gateman:   Barry Nunn  
Social Fundraising Committee: David Clarke, Gary Coombes, Paul Munn, Ian Rowe,  

Kate Smith, Jerry Warren 
 

1st Team Management: 
Manager – Richard Wilkins, Assistant Manager & Goalkeeping Coach – Nathan Munson MBE,  
Physio – James Smith, Kitman – Paul Rose 
 

Reserve Team Management: 
Academy Manager – Steve Foley, Assistant Manager – Arron Hall, Coach – Colin Grogan, Coach – James Mant, 
Physio – Ian Jenkins 
 

U18 Youth Team Management: 
Manager – Colin Grogan, Coach & First Aider – James Mant 
 

Under 16 A EJA Management Team:   Under 13 A EJA Management Team: 
Manager   Daniel Taylor  Manager   Jason Curtis 
Coach   George Schaar  Coach & First Aider  Roger Oakley 
Coach & First Aider  Matthew Wright 
 

Under 16 B EJA Management Team:   Under 13 B EJA Management Team: 
Manager    TBC   Manager   TBC 
 

Under 15 EJA Management Team:   Ladies Management Team: 
Manager & First Aider Dean Last  Manager   Freya Louis 
Coach   Gavin Gardiner  Coach & First Aider  Warren Lewis-Claxton 
 

Under 14 EJA Management Team:   Under 14 Girls Management Team: 
Manager & First Aider Chris Broad  Manager & First Aider Gavin Gardiner 
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Needham Market Football Club 
Ground Regulations  

 
To ensure that everyone, young and old, enjoys football at Bloomfields, we have a strict code of conduct which 
applies to all. 
 
Anyone including players, coaching staff, officials and supporters who are found to be in breach of these, will be 
warned by a Club Official and if they persist may result in them being escorted out of the ground. 

� Please ensure that you all remain behind the pitch barriers and do not enter the field of play before, 
during or after the game unless authorized to do so. 

 
� Everyone shall at all times act in the best interests of the game and shall not behave in a manner which 

is improper or brings the game into disrepute or use any one, or a combination of, violent conduct, 
threatening, abusive, indecent or insulting words or behaviour, including any form of racial chants, 
towards players, officials or spectators. 

 
� Abusing or attempting to abuse any part of the clubs facilities. 

 
� Any type of anti-social behaviour not covered by the above. 

 
Any Club Official has the power to act on the above. Please note that this does not conflict with the authority of the 
match referee and assistants. 
 
Admittance to the ground is deemed to be in acceptance of the above. 
 
It would be appreciated if you could adhere to all these requirements and take note of them, and please do not be 
offended if approached by any member of Needham Market Football Club who deem you to be in breach of these 
rules. 
 
Needham Market Football Club accepts no responsibility for vehicles left on the premises, as parking is entirely at 
the owner’s risk. Needham Market Football Club accepts no responsibility for the loss or damage to any articles on 
the club premises. 
 

PLEASE NOTE NO BALL GAMES ARE ALLOWED INSIDE THE GROUND 
 
Needham Market Football Club has an agreed emergency policy to ensure the safe and controlled evacuation of 
the ground. In the event of an emergency it is important that everybody remains calm while the situation is 
investigated by the Safety Officer or Club Official / Steward. If it is considered that the situation warrants 
evacuation then all exit gates will be opened and Club Officials / Stewards will direct the crowd out of the ground. 
Please follow the instructions and do not panic. Make your way to the assembly point which is in the car park. 
Please leave the ground only by the route as directed.  
 
Please also take note of the following statement: 

 
“Needham Market FC strongly supports the FA statement that there should be a zero tolerance approach 
against racism and all forms of discrimination. Accordingly any form of discriminatory abuse whether it 
be based on race or ethnicity, sexual orientation, gender, faith, age, ability or any other form of abuse will 

be reported to The Football Association for action by that Association.” 
 

Remember this is your football club so please assist us in keeping and providing you with the best facilities 
possible. Thank you for your co-operation. 
 
Enjoy the game 
Needham Market F.C. 
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Chairman’s Notes  
 
Firstly my welcome to the players, management team, committee and supporters of Hitchin Town and to the match 
Officials for our first ever Evo-stik Southern Premier Division Central home league fixture.  
 
After a good pre-season in which we won all four of our friendlies (with the best being the 4-2 win against a strong 
 Colchester U23 side played on our new 3G pitch), our 4-0 victory against Bedworth United on Saturday was a  
great start to the new season and we proudly sit on top of the new Step 3 league. The goals (apart from the  
Bedworth OG just before half time which I had thought was Jerry Kamanzi’s!) were well taken with Joe Marsden’s  
second late in the second half being the pick of the four. A great performance by the back four and some good  
stops from Jake Jessup in goal ensured a clean sheet with Keiran Morphew who scored our opening goal getting  
my MOTM.  
 
Looking back in the club’s history at the corresponding first mid-week fixtures over the last 10 years I see that last  
season on 15th August 2017 we won 2-1 at home against Thurrock in our last season in the Isthmian League with  
Dan Morphew getting MOTM and Callum Harrison and Ryan Gibbs our goals.  Two seasons ago on 16th August  
2016 we drew 1-1 away against Lowestoft with Sam Nunn MOTM and Luke Ingram scoring the goal. Three years  
ago on 11th August 2015 we drew 1-1 at Billericay with Kem Izzet MOTM and a goal from Chris Hogg. Four years  
ago on 12th August 2014 we beat Ware 2-1 away in our last season at Step 4 in the Ryman North Division with  
MOTM Chris Hogg getting our goal. Five years ago on 13th April 2013 we won 2-1 at Burnham Ramblers with  
MOTM Jamie Guy and Luke Ingram scoring.   
 
Six years ago on 21st August 2012 we drew 2-2 at home to Heybridge Swifts with Aaron Condon MOTM and  
James Hubbard scoring. Seven seasons ago on 23rd August 2011 we drew 1-1 away against Heybridge Swifts with 
 Andy Plummer MOTM and Ollie Fenn scoring our goal. Eight years ago on 24th August 2010 in our first year in the 
 Isthmian League we lost 3-2 at Tilbury with MOTM Craig Parker and Sam Newson getting the goals. Nine seasons 
 ago on 11th August 2009 in our last season in the Ridgeons Premier Division at Step 5 we beat Stanway 1-0 at  
home with Kevin Horlock MOTM and Tommy Smith scoring. Finally, ten years ago on 12th August 2008 we won 4-1 
 at home against Whitton Utd with goals from MOTM Rhys Barber MOTM, James Evans, Danny Thrower and  
Glenn Snell. 
 
Returning to tonight’s visitors this will be only the second time we have played the Canaries with the first being  
eight seasons ago on 2nd October 2010 when we played them in the Preliminary Round of the FA Trophy here at  
Bloomfields winning the game 4-2 with goals from MOTM Bradley Barber, Craig Parker, Sam Newson and Darren  
Bethell. They lost their opening game of the season last Saturday to a strong Kettering Town side who most people 
 expect to be in the play-off positions at the end of the season. I know Wilks is expecting a much stiffer test tonight  
than last Saturday so, as ever, let’s get behind the Marketmen as the 12th man and help ensure that it’s us that get  
the victory and another three points to continue our excellent start to the new season. 
 
Talking about great starts I must also mention that made by the Reserves who, after three games (all away against 
Wisbech St Mary, Whitton Utd and March Town Utd), are unbeaten with 5 pts from their first three games and are 
 currently in 5th place in the new Step 6 Thurlow Nunn Division 1 North - well done. 
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Club Honours & Stats 
  

BIGGEST HOME WIN: 
8-1 11.09.07 Eastern Counties League Premier 
Division v Ipswich Wanderers  
BIGGEST AWAY WIN: 
10-1 01.09.07 FA Cup Prelim Round v Ipswich 
Wanderers 
BIGGEST HOME DEFEAT: 
6-1 30.10.12 Isthmian League Division One 
North v Waltham Forest 
BIGGEST AWAY DEFEAT: 
6-0 08.09.15 Isthmian League Premier Division v 
Wingate & Finchley 
BIGGEST HOME LEAGUE ATTENDANCE: 
972 18.04.15 Ryman League Division One North 
v Harlow Town 
RECORD HOME ATTENDANCE: 
1784 26.10.13 FA Cup 4th Qualifying Round v 
Cambridge United 
MOST APPEARANCES: 
367 2006 - 2012 Rhys Barber 
MOST APPEARANCES IN A SEASON: 
67 Season 07/08 Liam Jones 
MOST GOALS: 
134 2010 - 2015 Sam Newson 
MOST GOALS IN A SEASON: 
40 Season 10/11 Craig Parker 
HIGHEST AMOUNT OF GOALS SCORED IN ALL 
COMPETITIONS: 
196 Season 07/08 70 Competitive Matches 
Played  
FA CUP BEST PERFORMANCE: 
26.10.13 4th Qualifying Round Season 2013/2014 
FA TROPHY BEST PERFORMANCE: 
12.11.16 & 11.11.17 2nd Qualifying Round Season 
2016/2017, 2017/2018 
FA VASE BEST PERFORMANCE: 
29.03.08   Semi-Final Season 2007/2008 
FA YOUTH CUP BEST PERFORMANCE: 
06.11.14 1st Round Season 2014/2015 
 
Isthmian League Division One North Champions 
 2014/2015 
Isthmian League Division One North Runners-Up 
 2010/2011 
Isthmian League Charity Shield Winners 
 2012/2013 
Eastern Counties League Premier Division Champions
 2009/2010 
Eastern Counties League Premier Division Runners-Up
 2007/2008 
Eastern Counties League Division 1 Runners-Up 
 2004/2005 
Eastern Counties League-League Challenge Cup 
Winners 2007/2008, 2009/2010 
Eastern Counties League Division 1 KO Cup Runners-Up
 2000/2001, 2004/2005 
Eastern Counties Youth League Cup Winners 
 2014/2015 
SIL Senior Division Champions  
 1995/1996 
SIL Senior Reserves Division Champions 
 1970/1971, 1971/1972 
SIL Intermediate B Champions  
 1993/1994 

SIL Division 1 Champions  
 1952/1953 
SIL Division 2 Champions  
 1946/1947, 2004/2005 
SIL Division 3 Champions  
 1985/1986, 2003/2004 
SIL Division 8 Champions  
 1983/1984 
SIL McNeil League KO Cup Winners  
 1977/1978, 1979/1980 
Orwell Cup Winners   
 1992/1993, 1995/1996 
Suffolk Football Association Premier Cup Winners
 2007/2008, 2016/2017 
Suffolk Football Association Premier Cup Runners-Up
 2008/2009, 2009/2010, 2010/2011 
Suffolk Football Association Senior Cup Winners 
 1989/1990, 2004/2005 
Suffolk Football Association Senior Cup Runners-Up
 1970/1971, 1979/1980, 1998/1999, 1999/2000 
Suffolk Football Association Junior Cup Winners 
 1984/1985 
Suffolk Football Association Junior Cup Runners-Up
 1935/1936 
Suffolk Football Association Primary Cup Winners
 2004/2005 
Suffolk Football Association Primary Cup Runners-Up
 1983/1984 
Suffolk Football Association Under 18’s Cup Winners
 2012/2013 
Suffolk Football Association Under 18’s Cup Runners-Up
 2013/2014 
Suffolk Football Association Under 16’s Cup Runners-Up
 2017/2018 
Suffolk Football Association Under 15 Minor Cup Winners
 2015/2016 
Suffolk Football Association Under 14’s Cup Winners
 2014/2015 
Suffolk & Essex Border League Division 2 Champions
 1998/1999 
Suffolk & Essex Border League-League Cup Runners-Up
 1999/2000 
Eastern Junior Alliance Presidents Cup Final Winners
 2015/2016 
Eastern Junior Alliance Patrons Cup Winners 
 2017/2018 
Eastern Junior Alliance Treasurers Cup Runners Up
 2014/2015 
East Anglian Cup Winners  
 2006/2007 
Churchman Cup Winners  
 1978/1979, 1990/1991, 1997/1998 
Peel Cup Winners   
 1976/1977, 1999/2000, 2001/2002 
Ross Taylor Cup Winners  
 2002/2003 
Saul Cup Winners  

1935/1936, 1950/1951, 1951/1952, 
1996/1997, 1998/1999, 2005/2006 

The Capital League Presidents Cup Final Runners-Up
 2012/2013 
The Hadleigh Charity Cup Winners  
 2014 
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Match & Player Sponsors 
 

DATE OPPOSITION COMPETITION SPONSOR 

TUES 14TH AUG HITCHIN TOWN LEAGUE CHASSIS CAB 

SAT 18TH AUG BARWELL LEAGUE KEITH NUNN 

MON 27TH AUG LEISTON LEAGUE THE WINDSCREEN COMPANY 

SAT 15TH SEPT RUSHALL OLYMPIC LEAGUE JENNIFER NUNN 

SAT 6TH OCT AFC RUSHDEN & DIAMONDS LEAGUE PAUL BOTWRIGHT 

TUES 16TH OCT LOWESTOFT TOWN LEAGUE BOSS HOGGS 

SAT 3RD NOV KETTERING TOWN LEAGUE PAUL MUNN 

SAT 17TH NOV STRATFORD TOWN LEAGUE PETER & SARAH FORSTER 

SAT 24TH NOV REDDITCH UNITED LEAGUE   

SAT 8TH DEC BANBURY UNITED LEAGUE   

SAT 22ND DEC BEDWORTH UNITED LEAGUE   

TUES 1ST JAN KING'S LYNN TOWN LEAGUE   

SAT 12TH JAN BIGGLESWADE TOWN LEAGUE   

SAT 26TH JAN ST. NEOTS TOWN LEAGUE   

SAT 9TH FEB HALESOWEN TOWN LEAGUE   

SAT 16TH FEB ROYSTON TOWN LEAGUE   

SAT 9TH MAR TAMWORTH LEAGUE   

SAT 23RD MAR COALVILLE TOWN LEAGUE   

SAT 6TH APR STOURBRIDGE LEAGUE   

SAT 20TH APR ST. IVES TOWN LEAGUE   

SAT 27TH APR ALVECHURCH LEAGUE   

 JAMES CARRAGHER   

 REECE DOBSON   

 JAKE DYE DIANA SMITH 

 JAMIE GRIFFITHS KEVAN & LAUREN 

 GARETH HEATH   

 LUKE INGRAM JANET INGRAM 

 JAKE JESSUP MARK EASLEA 

 JEREMIAH KAMANZI KEITH NUNN 

 JOSEPH MARSDEN   

 ADAM MILLS ADIE GLEED 

 DANIEL MORPHEW RICHARD EASLEA 

 KEIRAN MORPHEW JENNIFER NUNN 

 CALLUM STURGESS PAUL MUNN 

 JJ WILSON BRIAN MUNSON 

Player Sponsorship is £60 for the season   

You will be able to have your photo taken with your Sponsored Player and the Individual Sponsor/s Name  

or Company Name will appear on the Clubs Website under the Player's Profile as well as appearing in the  

online matchday programmes   
Match Sponsorship is available from £100 per Match  

Match Ball Sponsorship is £50 per Match   

Match Sponsors will be entitled to select their Needham Market FC Man of the Match presenting him with a  

bottle of wine and have a picture taken once the game is finished.   

The photo will be placed on the Clubs Website & Social Media Outlets and will be attached to the  

Match Report of game   

Match Sponsors will be entitled to receive 4 Free Entry Tickets to the game 

Match Ball Sponsors will be entitled to receive 2 Free Entry Tickets to the game 

All Match Sponsors will be entitled to Pre-Match and Half Time refreshments and hospitality in our Club 

Boardroom    

Sponsor/s will have name read out over the PA System and will feature on the printed teamsheets and in  

online matchday programmes as well as being referenced in the match report. 

If you are interested in sponsoring please see or contact Mark 07795 456502 m.easlea@sky.com or 

Andy 07917 194825   
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NMFC Club History 
Needham Market Football Club was officially formed in 1919 although records do indicate that games were played in the late 
1890’s in the town. The original home for the club was Young’s Meadow until a move to Crowley Park was the base until 1996. 
The club then moved and opened a new development called ‘Bloomfields’. With the passing away of former player Arthur 
Rodwell leaving the club some money and with obtaining a successful Lottery Grant, we purchased the land the club is now 
situated on. With a great deal of hard and prudent work by some very enthusiastic individuals, we now find ourselves situated 
in a facility that we totally own and the club is truly proud of. 
The complex is named after club stalwart Derrick Bloomfield who has given more than 70 years service to the club. As well as 
being a player Derrick has held virtually every role in the club. To recognise his service the club awarded him a testimonial 
match when Ipswich Town Football Club visited the ground in 2004. He was also presented with a long service award from The 
Football Association for his achievement. 
When Needham Market Football Club first entered the Suffolk & Ipswich Football League (then known as the Ipswich & District 
League), it was also the playing arena for Clacton Town, Harwich & Parkeston, Hadleigh United,  Stowmarket Town, Sudbury 
Town (now known as AFC Sudbury), and Woodbridge Town. 
Over the yeas the club has won many trophies with one of the most notable being crowned champions of the Senior Division of 
The Suffolk & Ipswich League in the 1995 / 1996 season. This coincided with the opening of ‘Bloomfields’ and a new chapter in 
the clubs history, as we then applied for promotion to the Jewson (then Ridgeons now Thurlow Nunn) League Division 1 which 
was duly accepted. 
Other honours won by the club include The Suffolk & Ipswich League Cup in the 1977 / 1978 season and the 1979 / 1980 
season. The Suffolk Football Association Junior Cup was won in the season 1984 / 1985 and a successful trip to Portman 
Road the home of Ipswich Town Football Club; saw the club victorious in The Suffolk Football Association Senior Cup in the 
season of 1989 / 1990 and again in the season of 2004 / 2005. The final was also reached in this competition in the seasons of 
1970 / 1971, 1979 / 1980, 1998 / 1999 and 1999 / 2000, unfortunately having to settle for runners-up spot on each occasion. 
The Reserve Team won The Suffolk & Ipswich Football League Reserves Division in the seasons of 1970 / 1971 and 1971 / 
1972, and also The Suffolk & Ipswich Football League Intermediate B Division in the season of 1993 / 1994. Division Three of 
The Suffolk & Ipswich Football League was also won in the seasons of 1985 / 1986 and 2003 / 2004. After moving to the Essex 
& Suffolk Border League the Division Two title was won in the season of 1998 / 1999, and a year later came runners up in the 
League Cup losing out to Senior Division side Gas Recreation. The Reserve Team are currently playing in the Ridgeons 
Reserve League North Division. 
The Third Team or A Team as they were known, won The Suffolk & Ipswich League Division Eight Championship in the 
season 1983 / 1984, and were also successful in winning the Orwell Cup in the seasons of 1992 / 1993 and 1995 / 1996. In the 
season of 1996 / 1997 they also won The Saul Charity Cup. On the subject of The Saul Charity Cup it is an honour to have 
been the inaugural winners of this competition when first held in the season of 1935 / 1936. In the season of 2003 / 2004 they 
won Division Three of The Suffolk & Ipswich Football League and followed this success up a year later by winning Division 2 of 
The Suffolk & Ipswich Football League. This side also became the first A Team to win The Suffolk Football Association Primary 
Cup in the season of 2004 / 2005, and also became the highest placed A Team to reach Division One of The Suffolk & Ipswich 
Football League. The club no longer runs an A Team as most of the clubs young players now start in the reserve team. 
After being in The Ridgeons League Division 1 for a number of seasons we finally finished as runners up in the season of 2004 
/ 2005. This was a big thing for the club and to the Manager at that time Mark Morsley for all his efforts in getting the club 
promotion. In the clubs inaugural season in the Ridgeons Premier Division they finished in a very creditable 6th place, and had 
a good run in The FA Vase going out to eventual winners Nantwich Town 6-3 AET. Manager Mark Morsley left the club at the 
end of the season under good terms after being appointed Manager of AFC Sudbury who had been newly promoted to The 
Ryman League. 
The club acted swiftly and appointed Danny Laws and Chris Tracey as joint managers for the 2006 / 2007 season. In their first 
season of Management they assembled a very young and talented squad of players who gained experience and some notable 
results. The club won its first ever FA Cup tie when they defeated Desborough Town at home. In The Suffolk Football 
Association Premier Cup a record crowd of 750 saw Ipswich Town win 3-0 at ‘Bloomfields’, but the biggest achievement was 
finishing in fourth position in the Ridgeons League Premier Division on 81 points and also lifting The East Anglian Cup after 
beating Concord Rangers 2-1 in the final. 
For season 2007 / 2008 Danny Laws was sole Manager after Chris Tracey decided to return to AFC Sudbury. This season 
proves to be fantastic for Danny and the players as the club moves to a new level making historic landmarks along the way. 
Finishing runners-up in the Ridgeons League Premier Division with a must win game on the last day of the season to first 
placed Soham Town Rangers needed. Unfortunately the game resulted in a 4-0 defeat. We were also losing semi-finalists in 
The FA Carlsberg Vase losing out to eventual winners Kirkham & Wesham. However Suffolk Football Association Premier Cup 
glory was achieved beating Leiston on penalties in the final held at Portman Road the home of Ipswich Town Football Club. 
Silverware was not finished there as victory for the first time in the Ridgeons League Challenge Cup beating Gorleston 2-1 in 
the final finished off the season on a high. 
Another good season in 2008 / 2009 for the club as a third place finish in the Ridgeons League Premier Division was achieved 
just missing out on 2nd place on the last day of the season. Consecutive Suffolk Football Association Premier Cup finals 
achieved losing 3-2 to Lowestoft Town in what was a very exciting game of football. Having gone 2-0 down early on and 
somewhat looking out of the game, but the never say die attitude of the side were soon on level terms and only a last gasp 
penalty took the game away from extra time. A great run in The FA Vase once again this time going out to the lottery of a 
penalty shoot out to Chalfont St. Peter in the Quarter Finals. 
Season 2009 / 2010 was the most successful in the clubs history. The 1st Team not only won The Eastern Counties League 
Premier Division for the first time, but also The Eastern Counties League – League Challenge Cup to make it a Domestic 
Double; a feat not achieved for some 15 years. A third successive Suffolk FA Premier Cup Final was also achieved only to be 
defeated by a very strong Ipswich Town XI. However the team did not disgrace themselves and came away with their heads 
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held high. For the second consecutive season, the Quarter Finals of the National FA Carlsberg Vase Competition were also 
reached only to once again be knocked out this stage.  
The 2010 / 2011 Season saw a new chapter in Needham Market Football Clubs history as for the first time Step 4 Football 
awaited in the form of The Ryman League Division One North. The anticipation, optimism and confidence was very high at the 
start of the season but no one was getting carried away as consolidation in the league was the priority. Well who would have 
thought the season we were to have. Challenging at the top of the league for the whole season with East Thurrock United who 
would eventually go on and win the championship, but we would have another bite of the cherry as 2nd place was cemented in 
the league and a home semi-final play off. Unfortunately we would go on to lose this match 3-1 to Brentwood Town which was 
very difficult to take at the time especially as we finished 18 points ahead of them in the regular playing season. A fourth 
consecutive Final appearance in the Suffolk FA Premier Cup was also to be achieved but unfortunately a 2-0 defeat would 
ensue to Ryman Premier Division side Bury Town.  
Season 2011 / 2012 saw the club open its doors to a new venture as we introduced a full time Academy Programme for 16-18 
year olds who would be studying for an NVQ in Sports Development half of the day and coached by Ex-Professional player 
Kevin Horlock the remainder of the day. In truth the scheme was a massive success with the lads on the scheme also forming 
our Reserve side who had an excellent season. They finished runners up in the Ridgeons Reserve League North Division, 
Semi-Finalists in The Suffolk FA Senior Reserve Cup and reached the 3rd Qualifying Round of The FA Youth Cup (the furthest 
the club had ever reached). The future of this football club may well come from these up and coming players who will continue 
to develop and under their teaching, coaching and leadership the Academy will grow from strength to strength becoming very 
important to the legacy of the football clubs future. The First Team once again challenged for The Ryman League Division One 
North Title up until Christmas when a run of bad results ended the automatic promotion route but the club remained in the play 
off positions for the remainder of the season. We were top scorers in the division with 104 goals and finished 4th in the division. 
Victory in the play off semi-final away at Tilbury in shall we say a mammoth match!! set up a play off final 36 hours later at 
league runners up Enfield Town. In truth this was too short a turnaround and we were both physically and mentality drained 
unfortunately losing the game 1-0.  
Season 2012 / 2013 was a very difficult one in comparison with the previous seasons in that Needham had a long barren spell 
without recording a win at Bloomfields until the New Year. The club did following his resignation from Leiston move quickly to 
get Mark Morsley in harness once more with Danny Laws. But with the lure of managing at a higher level Danny decided to 
take the vacant post at Leiston and Mark was forced to take on the responsibilities as Manager earlier than he had originally 
intended. This did however give Mark the opportunity to assess the squad particularly the youngsters from the Academy. It is 
fair to say that he found the quality of the lads excellent and rewarded some of them with contracts with the 1st Team. This is a 
great testimony to the hard work put in by Kevin Horlock and the Academy staff. 
Season 2013 / 2014 saw Needham achieve a number of major achievements for the club most notably reaching the 4th 
Qualifying Round of The FA Cup for the first time where we lost 1-0 to Cambridge United in front of a record 1,784 spectators. 
In the League we managed to clinch 5th place and a play off spot after winning 7-1 on the last day of the season. However we 
unfortunately lost the semi-final 1-0 to Witham Town who were eventual play off winners. 
Season 2014 / 2015 was yet another historic one for the club as the 1st Team became Ryman League Division 1 North 
Champions sealing promotion to The Ryman Premier Division for the first time. A season long battle ensued with Harlow Town 
but the club managed to win the league courtesy of a professional, classy 5-0 victory away to Chatham Town on the final day 
of the regular season. A first for the club also saw our Reserve Side compete at Step 6 Thurlow Nunn Division 1 for the very 
first time. Conducting ourselves very well we finished in a respectable 16th position having won 10 out of 12 points in the last 4 
games of the season. The Youth Team had a great run in The FA Youth Cup reaching the 1st Round Proper for the very first 
time only to bow our to Stevenage losing 4-3 in a pulsating game. They did however provide more silverware for the club as 
they won The Thulow Nunn Youth Cup for the first time defeating Histon 3-1 to cap off a brilliant season for the football club.   
Season 2015 / 2016 saw the 1st Team competing at Step 3 of The Football League Pyramid for the first time in the Clubs 
History. Having won the Ryman North Division the previous Season they were now playing in The Ryman League Premier 
Division, which turned out to be a very hard season compared to the previous one. Survival was the main aim and this was 
achieved finishing in 20th position. The Reserve Team struggled in The Thurlow Nunn Division 1 League finishing bottom of the 
table with the Youth Team finishing in 3rd place in The Thurlow Nunn Youth League. Disappointingly both FA Competitions Cup 
& Trophy were exited at the first hurdle but once again the Youth Team had a good run in The FA Youth Cup.         
The 1st Teams second Season at Step 3 Season 2016 / 2017 saw them occupy a Play-Off Spot for virtually all of the season 
leading the table for several weeks along the way. However results towards the end of the season saw them drop out of 
contention finishing in 9th place, but this was a great achievement compared to the previous season’s relegation battle. The 
youngsters in the Reserve Team found life tough again in The Thurlow Nunn Division 1 finishing third from bottom and the 
Under 18 Youth Teams both finished in 6th place in their respective leagues (Thurlow Nunn Central Division & Eastern Junior 
Alliance). Overall the Club is in a very good position both on and off the field with many exciting times ahead for everyone 
connected and involved with Needham Market FC.  
Season 2017 / 2018 was an indifferent year for the 1st Team with too many inconsistent results seeing the side in the bottom 
half of the table but always clear of the relegation area. The ethos of the Reserve Team was to continue to play youngsters and 
despite struggling physically at times the football played was very good and often complemented by the opposition. The 
midweek Under 18 Youth Team finished in mid table but could not finish their league campaign due to such a backlog of 
fixtures caused by the wet weather. The club increased its Youth section competing in the Eastern Junior Alliance League at 
U18, U16, U14 & U13 levels with a mixture of league and cup results. 
Overall the Club is in a very good position with the completion of a New 3G Pitch and currently under construction a purpose 
built changing room block, toilets, disabled lift access and first floor conference facilities, café and a 3 sided veranda for 
viewing, a new league for the 1st Team & Reserve Team for the coming season and a greater extension to the clubs Youth 
Section and the introduction of ladies teams so many exciting times ahead are ahead for everyone connected and involved 
with Needham Market FC.  
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Meet The Marketmen 
 

Richard Wilkins - Manager  
Previous clubs: Colchester United, Hereford United, Cambridge United, Bury Town, & Leiston.  
Wilks had two spells at Colchester United in a long playing career which also included spells at Cambridge United 
and Hereford. After retiring he managed Bury Town for 14 years taking them to step 3 after two promotions to 
become their most successful Manager. He then joined Leiston firstly as an Assistant Manager before eventually 
becoming Manager. In 2016-17 he became Assistant Manager to Mark Morsley at Needham Market after his time 
at Leiston ended. At the start of the 2017-18 season Wilks became Manager of Needham Market.  
 

Nathan Munson MBE - Assistant Manager  
Previous clubs: Colchester United, AFC Sudbury, Leiston, Harwich & Parkeston, Stanway Rovers & Brantham 
Athletic.  
‘Munno’ was a professional at Colchester United in the early 90’s before moving into non-league football. Former 
clubs include, Wivenhoe Town, Billericay Town, Harwich & Parkeston, AFC Sudbury and Leiston. He has also 
represented the English and British Police sides. He returned to Needham Market in 2013 as goalkeeping coach 
and was part of the team that won the Ryman North title in 2015. He stepped up to assistant manager last season 
and notably kept a clean sheet away at Tooting at 43 years of age.  
 

James Smith - Physio  
Previous clubs: Cambridge United, Braintree Town, Haverhill Rovers, St. Ives Town  
James joined the club last year from St Neots and has already proved himself to be an important part of the back 
room team. His attention to detail and professional approach have led to the club securing his services for the next 
two years and hopefully more after that. Experienced working in the sports industry James is Skilled in Sports 
Injuries, Strength Training, Injury Prevention, Exercise Physiology, and Football and received a 2.1 focused in 
Sports Therapy BSc (Hons) from University of Bedfordshire. James is a great addition to the Management Team 
reinforcing its strength and he also runs his own Clinic in Haverhill www.knots-clinic.my-free.website/  
 

Paul Rose - Kit Man & Logistics  
Rosey is the sort of bloke that would do anything for you, ensures the players have everything they possibly need 
to look the part and improve performance, metaphorically speaking he is a ‘giant’ in the dressing room. Paul joined 
the club as a Coach for the Clubs Academy a position which he still holds along with Managing our U18 EJA 
Sunday Side. Paul has taking to the Kitman's role like a duck to water with no job too small for him and another 
great member of the 1st Teams Management Team 
 

Jake Jessup – Goalkeeper  SPONSORED BY MARK EASLEA  
Previous clubs: Mildenhall Town, Lowestoft Town, Chelmsford City 
Jake is one of our new summer signings, joining from Chelmsford City where he played in the end of season 
Conference South play off final. Jake is a real presence between the sticks at 6’6” and has impressed the club 
already with some commanding performances. Jake has all the attributes to be a top keeper and we hope he 
enjoys a successful spell and can move to the next level with us.  
 

Finlay Shorten - Goalkeeper  
Product of the youth academy, Finn will be looking to push Jake Jessup hard in training and take any chance that 
comes his way. 
 

Bradley Cook - Goalkeeper  
Product of the youth academy who will be looking to push the other keepers hard in training and take any chance 
that comes his way.  
 

James Carragher - Defender  
Another academy graduate who is making the progression from youth to senior football who impressed last 
season when called upon, particularly at Dulwich when he settled in well at right back. I’m sure he will be pushing 
for a regular starting a lot by the end of the season.  
 

Jake Dye - Right Back  SPONSORED BY DIANA SMITH  
Jake is a product of the successful Needham Market youth academy and has already played over 100 first team 
games and is still only 20. A natural defender Jake works hard to improve his game every season and he has a 
very bright future ahead of him. 
 

Daniel Morphew - Defender  SPONSORED BY RICHARD EASLEA 
Thetford Town, Haverhill Rovers, Dereham Town  
Dan recently completed his Doctorate, joined the club last season from Dereham Town and made the step up in 
level with ease. Elegant on the ball yet rugged in the tackle Dan is also a threat at set pieces and was able to 
notch 10 goals last season from centre back.  
 

 

Other Academy Scholars signed on: Evan Collard – Midfield, Noah Collard – Midfield, Conor McLaughlin – 
Defender, Tyler Rose – Striker, Thomas Woerndl - Defender 
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Meet The Marketmen 
 

Keiran Morphew - Defender  SPONSORED BY JENNIFER NUNN 
Keiran is the first player to have come through the Clubs Academy to sign a contract with the first team. He was 
given his chance under in 2013 and since then has established himself as a fans’ favourite for his committed all 
action displays. He has drawn many admirers from the pro game and was very close to being offered a full pro 
contract at Ipswich Town. The club is hoping his commanding performances can push us up the table towards the 
play- offs this term.  
 

Callum Sturgess - Left Back  SPONSORED BY PAUL MUNN 
Previous clubs: Crystal Palace, Colchester United  
Another who joined us permanently from Colchester United having been on loan last year. He impressed with his 
high energy displays and when Colchester surprisingly released him we were able to secure his signature. 
Another player who has a very bright future in the game.  
 

JJ Wilson - Defender   SPONSORED BY BRIAN MUNSON 
Previous clubs: Colchester United  
New signing from Colchester United, this former professional already looks the part. Slotting in at centre half or full 
back JJ is a tremendous athlete and intelligent user of the ball. Don’t be surprised if he gets back into the pro 
game. 
 

George Exworth - Midfield  
Another of the academy players, George forced his way into the team at the end of last season and showed why 
he is so highly thought of with impressive poise on the ball and a lovely weight of pass. 
 

Gareth Heath - Midfield  
Previous clubs: Leiston, AFC Sudbury  
Gareth enters his second season with the Marketmen having joined us from near neighbours Leiston in what was 
a fantastic signing for the club. Gareth is without doubt one of the finest players at this level of football in the 
country, regularly featuring in the Isthmian team of the year. His dedication and fitness are legendary and he is a 
fantastic example to the younger members of the team.  
 

Luke Ingram - Attacking Midfield SPONSORED BY JANET INGRAM 
Previous clubs: Bury Town & AFC Sudbury.  
Now entering his 6th season with the first team ‘Ingers’ is an indispensable part of the team and is sure to be one 
of the players to watch this year, fantastic lad, great athlete and immensely talented we are lucky to have him at 
the club. Can play in just about any position on the pitch and on his day is impossible to handle.  
 

Jeremiah Kamanzi - Midfield  SPONSOREED BY KEITH NUNN  
Previous clubs: AFC Sudbury, Colchester United, Maldon & Tiptree, Thurrock  
Jerry is a fans’ favourite for his whole hearted and fully committed displays. He joined us last season after a spell 
at Maldon and was very impressive in anchoring our midfield. We are pleased to have signed him for the coming 
campaign and look forward to seeing more of his tenacious play at Bloomfields.  
 

Joseph Marsden – Midfield  
Previous clubs: Lowestoft Town, Leiston  
Another summer signing, Joe joined us from near neighbours Leiston. A former professional, he has also played 
Conference football at Lowestoft and we are delighted to have signed this mercurial talent. I’m sure he will become 
a fans favourite.  
 

Adam Mills - Midfield   SPONSORED BY ADIE GLEED 
Previous clubs: Maldon & Tiptree, AFC Sudbury.  
Millsy is another to have come through the academy and returned last season after a short spell at AFC Sudbury. 
A fast wide player who is unstoppable in full flight he is dangerous both in the air and on the ground, he is one of 
those players who can create something out of nothing.  
 

Reece Dobson - Striker  
Previous clubs: Royston Town, Bishops Stortford, Harlow Town, AFC Sudbury  
Played professionally in Norway two seasons ago before deciding to settle back in Ipswich and join the 
Marketmen. A very talented and pacey player who is simply unplayable on his day. Expect to see him causing 
defences all sorts of problems during the season.  
 

Jamie Griffiths - Striker   SPONSORED BY KEVAN & LAUREN 
Previous clubs: Ipswich Town, Kettering Town, AFC Sudbury, Long Melford.  
Griff is a former professional at Ipswich Town and Plymouth Argyle and returned to full fitness last season after 
suffering an ACL injury some 18 months earlier. He showed what a gifted player he is towards the end of last 
season and with a solid pre-season behind him I’m sure he will be back to his cultured best this season.  
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Opposition Club History 
 

Hitchin Town can trace its roots back to 1865 when Hitchin FC was formed. The club took part in the first FA Cup 
in 1871-72, and reached the quarter finals of the competition, losing to eventual finalists Royal Engineers. That 
first Hitchin club, a struggling professional outfit, folded in 1911, debt-ridden and the victims of a fire at their 
ground. 
 

It was not until 1928 that Hitchin Town FC was formed, and it was at this point that the nickname, “The Canaries”, 
was established. The club colours of yellow and at that time, blue, were also agreed upon. Prior to that, the old 
club played in white and magenta. Hitchin gained admission to the Spartan League and in the 1928-29 season, 
enjoyed a hugely successful campaign, winning the Herts Charity Shield and promotion to the Spartan League 
Division One. 
 

The 1930s were halcyon days for Hitchin Town FC. Promotion to the Spartan Premier Division was won in 1931, 
but it was the cup successes that captured the imagination of the Hitchin public. Although there is little doubt that 
Hitchin won more games than at any time in their history, the standard of opposition has to be considered when 
determining whether the Canaries’ side of the period was the finest in the club’s history. Nevertheless there is little 
doubt that this was a golden age for Hitchin Town. The club won the AFA Senior Cup in 1932, beating Derbyshire 
Amateurs in the final and in 1935, won the Spartan League Premier Division. The club entered the Athenian 
League in 1939, but after two league games and a Herts Charity Cup tie, all of which saw Hitchin score seven 
goals, Adolf Hitler intervened. 
 

Like many clubs, Hitchin struggled in the aftermath of World War Two. It was not until the mid-1950s that the 
Canaries recovered. In 1953-54, the runners-up spot in the Athenian League was secured and the club reached 
the last eight of the FA Amateur Cup, losing 10-1 to the mighty Crook Town. Two years later, a record crowd of 
7,878 watched Hitchin beat Wycombe Wanderers 1-0 in the competition, but the club failed to progress beyond 
the quarter-finals again. In 1958, Hitchin’s Peter Hammond became the club’s first England international. It was 
around this time that Hitchin appointed former Arsenal and England international Laurie Scott as manager, who 
brought a new approach to the club. Scott took Hitchin up a level in terms of preparation, training and tactics. The 
club enjoyed arguably its greatest period in the early 1960s. In 1958-59, the club met Football League opposition 
for the first time in the FA Cup, narrowly losing to Millwall after a replay. Two years later, Hitchin travelled to 
Crystal Palace and played in front of 21,000 people. At the same time, an assault on the Athenian League title and 
the FA Amateur Cup gathered momentum. But unfortunately Scott’s team, the victims of fixture congestion, ran 
out of steam in the league and fell at the penultimate stage in the Amateur Cup. Walthamstow Avenue beat 
Hitchin 1-0 at White City, thanks to a disputed penalty. In 1963, Hitchin reached the semi-finals again, but this 
time, went down 4-0 to Sutton United at Craven Cottage. 
 

At the end of the 1962-63 season, the Canaries moved into the Isthmian League. This move was not an easy one 
for the club, and the early years were a constant struggle. Money was a problem, and there was a hint of scandal 
when club President Syd Stapleton revealed to the media that the club was paying its “amateur” players. It took 
some time before the clouds dispersed and during this period, the club said farewell to Laurie Scott. It was not 
until Vince Burgess came on board that the club moved forward again. Burgess, a successful coach before he 
went to Hitchin, brought experienced players to the club who knew how to win. In 1968-69, Hitchin finished 
runners-up in the Isthmian League and a year later, won the London Senior Cup, beating St.Albans 4-2 in the 
final. Burgess declared that Hitchin had “arrived” by winning what was then a highly prestigious competition. Top 
Field was shocked a few months later when Burgess left the club. 
 

The 1970s was a period characterised by some exciting cup-ties. The Canaries reached the FA Cup competition 
proper four times – in 1973-74, 1974-75, 1976-77 and 1978-79, although a giant-killing eluded them. By the end of 
the decade however, the club was in decline and the 1980s was a dismal decade in which finances were limited 
and the emphasis was on youth. 
 

In 1988, Hitchin Town suffered relegation from the Isthmian Premier for the first time. Near misses in the previous 
three seasons had hinted that a fall was coming, but it was still a major shock to the club. It took five years for 
Hitchin to get back to the Premier Divison, but in between, the club had suffered major financial hardship. It was  
Andy Melvin, the new owner-manager of Hitchin Town who led the club back to the Premier Division, winning the 
Isthmian First Division title in 1992-93. Melvin, a good man-manager, was also thrifty and built a team on very 
limited resources. In the club’s first season back, he took them to eighth place and in 1994-95, fifth position. 
Andy Melvin will be remembered for his part in two exciting FA Cup runs, however. In 1994-95, the club became 
giant-killers for the first time, beating Hereford United 4-2 at Top Field in the FA Cup first round. The club had 
started its cup run in the First Qualifying Round and had been close to exiting on more than one occasion. A year 
later, the Canaries grabbed their biggest scalp, beating Bristol Rovers 2-1 in the first round, thanks to two early 
goals. It gave them a second round tie at Gillingham, which was lost 3-0. At this time the club gained more media  
attention than at any time in its history, but by 1998, relegation had come once more. However the club won 
promotion back to the Isthmian Premier Division at the first attempt, with a new and younger team. 
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Opposition Club History 
 

 

In an age when clubs seem to lurch from crisis to crisis financially, Hitchin’s recent history has been relatively 
stable. Andy Melvin stepped down in 2001, handing over to his assistant Robbie O’Keefe. Robbie was the 
mastermind of the club’s youth academy, and at times, O’Keefe promised to bring success back to Hitchin. In 
2003, however, he left the club, and former Chelsea and England striker Kerry Dixon took over. At the end of the 
2003-04 season, Hitchin left the Isthmian League after more than 40 years, and moved to the Southern League. 
At the halfway stage of the following season, Dixon, who was unable to commit himself fully to the job, was 
replaced by Darren Salton. Salton had to rebuild a team that had alarming weaknesses in every department. The 
last few months of the season were tough and Hitchin failed to win any of their last 11 games. But the following 
year was better and at the end of 2005-06, the Canaries won the Southern League Cup, beating Bromsgrove 
Rovers in the two-legged final. 
 

In 2006-07, the Canaries started well and at the halfway point were among the title challengers. But a spectacular 
collapse, fuelled by player unrest, saw Hitchin fall down the table and into relegation trouble. Eventually, Hitchin 
finished 11th, perhaps a flattering position, but nevertheless one which secured Premier Division football in 2007-
08. After a lack lustre start to 2007-08, Darren Salton was released by the club and former player Darran Hay was 
appointed as manager. Hay had to rebuild his team and it took time to turn things around, but a revitalised squad, 
with a strong team spirit, lifted Hitchin out of trouble.  
 

After a poor start to the 2008-09 season, Darran Hay left Hitchin in January 2009. Colin Payne, the former 
Chertsey, Northwood and Boreham Wood manager was appointed in February 2009, but despite an improvement, 
the club was relegated at the end of the campaign. Payne rebuilt the Hitchin squad in the summer of 2009, with 
the aim of achieving promotion at the first attempt. 
 

Hitchin enjoyed a successful 2009-10, winning 31 of 42 league games. A vibrant young side was moulded by 
Payne and his assistant Carl Williams and for long periods, the Canaries topped the Zamaretto Midlands Division. 
Hitchin lost just four games in the league but Bury Town topped the division by two points – despite Payne’s men 
amassing 100 points. As only one team was automatically promoted, Hitchin had to enter the play-offs for the 
second promotion place. Sadly, the young Canaries ran out of steam and lost the play-off semi-final to Slough, a 
team that finished 23 points behind Hitchin! A few days after the end of the season, Payne left the club to join 
Hemel Hempstead. In his place, Carl Williams was appointed as manager. He had a tremendous first season in 
charge and for much of the 2010-11 campaign, Hitchin looked certainties for the title. But a mid-season drop in 
form gave local rivals Arlesey the chance to take top place. On the final day of the season, the two clubs met at 
Top Field for the title decider. Arlesey won 1-0 in front of over 1,500 people, but the occasion was marred by the 
ungentlemanly behaviour of Hitchin’s opponents. Williams and his team cast that disappointment aside to beat 
Slough and Daventry in the play-offs to claim the second promotion spot. In their first season back in the Premier, 
Hitchin enjoyed some bright moments, notably beating eventual champions Brackley and promotion chasing AFC 
Totton and Cambridge City. Once again, the goals of John Frendo lit up the campaign and attendances at Top 
Field were among the best in the division. The final placing of 14th was considered satisfactory and the club went 
into 2012-13 looking to improve on that showing. 
 

Carl Williams’ second season in charge started brightly but despite the massive goals contribution of John Frendo 
(who won the non-league football “Golden Boot” the previous season with 44 goals), it proved a difficult season 
overall. However, despite a couple of months where confidence had ebbed away and relegation looked a distinct 
possibility. Previous manager Colin Payne returned to assist the Management team, and the Canaries managed to 
pull through with three or four astute loan signings bolstering both confidence and results. They finished a 
creditable thirteenth, but despite this Carl decided it was time to take a break from the managerial role and focus 
on his young family. Mark Burke was appointed manager in the summer of 2013 and Carl’s side almost entirely 
moved on. Despite this Burke and his assistant Adam Parker recruited some new young talent and finished in a 
creditable 13th position, same as the previous season. 
 

Season 2014-15 saw the addition of Jonny McNamara from Arlesey and Charlie Horlock on loan from Wycombe 
Wanderers, and the experienced Brett Donnelly returning to the club for a second spell from Biggleswade Town. 
With a solid backline including Alasan Ann and Dan Webb and the huge promise of youngsters such as Sam 
Barker, Matt Lench and Lewis Rolfe being realised, the flowing football produced reaped dividends and Hitchin 
finished in ninth position, their best-ever in the Southern League. 
 

The 2015-16 season proved to be even better. The season started with the prestigious game against a full-
strength Premier League Norwich City side, to celebrate the 150th anniversary of the formation of the first Hitchin 
football team. Despite the ten goal defeat, and defeat on the first day of the season to the newly promoted 
Stratford Town at home, Mark Burke’s young side (average age 24) picked up, went from strength to strength, 
defied all expectations and finished in third place in the League, showing a marked improvement on the previous 
season and qualifying for the Play-Offs. Here they took a 2-0 lead in the semi-final against the eventual winners  
Hungerford Town, but eventually ran out of steam and succumbed to a 3-2 defeat. 
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Opposition Club History 
 

Again despite this tremendous disappointment, this young team showed great strength of character and picked 
itself up again to beat National League Boreham Wood to win the Hertfordshire Senior Cup for the first time in 19 
years. 
 

The 2016-17 season started with great hope, and most certainly did not disappoint. The now established squad 
fared even better than the previous season, qualifying for the Play-Offs in fourth place but with more league points 
than the previous season. After a fantastic penalty shoot-out victory in the semi-finals at Merthyr Town, the 
Canaries took on Leamington for a place in the National League South. They came within one minute of promotion 
in normal time before conceding a 90th minute penalty equaliser, and then succumbing to a winning goal from 
Leamington six minutes from the end of extra time. They retained the Hertfordshire Senior Cup by beating Bishops 
Stortford 2-1 and also reached the Herts Charity Cup Final, where a “bad day at the office” resulted in a 0-1 defeat 
against lower league opposition in the form of Cheshunt. 
 

2017-18 saw the start of the break-up of the play-offs team, with three of the key players from that team moving on 
to pastures new. Nevertheless that team achieved a safe and creditable league position of 11th, and they won the 
Southern League Cup and the Herts Charity Cup. Season 2018-19 will be a season of rebuilding – maybe again 
finding those gems to once again contend the play-offs ? 
 
 

Opposition Performance Season 2017/18 
 
Hitchin Town, formed in 1865, spent 2017/18 playing in the Evo-Stik Southern Premier League, where tonight’s 
opponents finished 11th in the table having accumulated 66 points from 46 games, scoring 67 goals in the process. 
In Cup competitions, Hitchin entered into the BigFreeBet Challenge Cup (which one can only presume is the 
League Cup), the FA Cup, the FA Trophy, Herts Senior Cup and Herts Charity Cup.  
 
Hitchin’s first cup game was in the Herts Charity Cup, as they played host to St Albans City in the first round at 
home, where the hosts won 4-2 on penalties in front of 254 spectators, following a 2-2 draw. That was soon 
followed by the Semi-Final, where Hitchin were drawn away against Bishops Stortford with Hitchin running out 2-1 
winners, under the eyes of 142 fans, with the Final being cancelled after one of the sides withdrew.  
 
Next up, was the FA Cup, where Hitchin visited Bostik North outfit Haringey Borough in the First Qualifying Round, 
as the two sides needed a replay after playing out a 1-1 draw in front of 171. However, this tie was also settled by 
penalty kicks, as 201 people saw the sides draw 2-2 before the lower-league side 2-3 from the spot to eliminate 
Hitchin. Their next cup adventure came in the BigFreeBet Challenge Cup, where Hitchin were drawn once more 
against Bishops Stortford, only this time at home. One hundred and thirty eight people saw the home side run out 
4-2 winners in the first round tie, before matching that scoreline in the second round away at Kings Langley. AFC 
Rushden & Diamonds then provided the Canaries the hospitality for their 3rd Round tie, where the visitors won 4-3 
on penalties, after a goalless draw. Kempston Rovers then visited in 
 
Round 4, and were sent home after a 2-0 Hitchin win. It’s fair to say that Hitchin were the spotkick masters during 
2017/18, as they hosted Hayes & Yeading United for a place in the Final. Where again, a penalty shootout saw 
the hosts win 4-2 (1-1 FT). They then beat Didcot Town 1-0 to win the BigFreeBet Challenge Cup.  
Hitchin then faced Cheshunt at home, in the FA Trophy First Qualfying Round, where the hosts comfortably beat 
their Bostik North opposition 5-0, however their 
 
journey in the competition ended in the following round, as they lost 1-3 away to Chesham United. Hitchin’s final 
chance at gaining more Cup silverware arrived in the form of the Herts Senior Cup, where again Bishops Stortford 
were the visitors, with Hitchin emerging victorious to make it 3 out of 3 cup wins against their opponents, after a 3-
0 win. Round 2 saw them play Boreham Wood at home, but was the end of their Senior Cup journey as they lost 
3-0.  
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Opposition Pen-Pics 
 

Michael Johnson: 24 year old goalkeeper who joined from Stotfold in 2014. “MJ” continues to impress with some 
outstanding performances. Has also played for Letchworth Garden City Eagles.  
   

Josh Mollison:  Highly rated 18 year old keeper who impressed during the Club’s FA Youth Cup run last season. 

Signed for the first team in March 2018 and proved a reliable understudy in games where he was called upon to 

deputise.  
   

Josh Bickerstaff: 27 year old versatile defender who is equally comfortable at left back or in central defence. 
Can also play as a defensive midfielder. First signed for Hitchin in March 2011 from Stotfold. Joined St Neots 
Town for the 2014/15 season before returning to the Canaries in 2015/16. Has made nearly 250 appearances 
for the club.  
   

Conor Clarke: 22 year old defender recently signed for his second spell with the Canaries. Previous clubs include 

Hemel Hempstead Town, Hoddesdon Town and St.Margaretsbury.  
   

Kyle Davison-Gordon: Recent signing who has returned to the UK after attending college in the USA where he 

played college football for Victoria Jaguars FC. Came through the Luton Town Under 18’s Shadow Squad based 

out of Cedars Upper School in Leighton Buzzard.   
   

Lewis Ferrell: Vastly experienced, 27 year old commanding central defender who signed for the Canaries in the 
summer of 2018. Began his career  
at Brentford before making 32 Conference Premier league appearances for Hayes & Yeading in 2010/11. Has 
played for Hampton & Richmond Borough, Staines Town and Farnborough in the Conference South. Previous 
clubs include St Ives Town and Corinithians of San Antonio in USA.  
   

Macsen Fraser: 19 year old right back who signed from Stevenage FC in August 2018. Spent some time on loan 

at Kings Langley last season.  
   

Toby Syme: 19 year old Right Back who can also play at Left Back or in Central Defence. Signed in August 2017 
from Norwich City.  
   

Daniel Webb: 28 year old defender and team captain who was first spotted playing for Shefford and Campton FC 
in the Bedfordshire League, Joined the club in 2012/13 and is nearing300 appearances for the club.  
   

Kieran Barnes:  20 year old left sided midfielder who made his debut on 15 Dec 2015. Has spent time on loan at 

Histon and Northwood. Has also played for Stotfold.  
   

Jay Dowie: 26 year old tenacious, tough tackling central midfielder signed from Concord Rangers in February 

2017. Began his career with Histon. Previous clubs include Boston United.  
   

Isaac Galliford:  21 year old exciting left sided attacking midfielder or forward who began his career at Luton 

Town, signing a professional contract with the Hatters as an 18 year old in June 2015.  

Made three appearances for Hitchin Town in 2014/15 whilst on loan from the Hatters. Played college football for 

Butler Bulldogs in the USA during 2016 and 2017. Has also played for St Neots Town whilst on loan from the 

Hatters.   
   

Jack Green:  20 year old wide midfielder signed from St.Albans City. Previous clubs include Barton Rovers and 

Dunstable Town. Tenacious midfielder who has just returned to full fitness after a long injury lay-off.   
   

Michael King: 24 year old midfielder or forward who re-signed for his fourth spell with the club in the summer of 

2018. Made his debut in April 2013. Previous clubs include Kettering Town, Cambridge City, Biggleswade Town 

and Kings Langley.  
   

Lucas Kirkpatrick: 23 year old central midfielder is a product of the Club’s Scholarship Scheme and made his 
senior debut in 2013/14. An established key member of the team who is nearing 200 appearances.  
   

Kieran McCaffrey:  25 year old tough tackling, central midfielder who relocated to the South and signed for 

Hitchin Town in the summer of 2017. Previous clubs include Brigg Town, Goole AFC and Scarborough Athletic.   
   

Craig Packham: Young, exciting, wide midfielder who began his career at Arlesey Town before moving to 

BiggleswadeUnited. Appeared for Arlesey Town and Barton Rovers last season. Joined the Canaries in August 

2018.  
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Needham Market start life in the Evo-Stik with an away win 
 

By Paul Munn  
 

Marketmen see off Bedworth with 4 goals 
 

A great way to start our new life in the Evo-Stik Premier Central, 4 goals, 2 for Joe Marsden on his NMFC league 
debut and the other NMFC debutant Jake Jessop kept a clean sheet.  
 

With all the pre-season preliminaries out the way, the opening day of the season arrived that saw the Marketmen 
travel to Bedworth's Oval for their inaugural league match of the 2018-19 campaign. The only change from the last 
pre-season line up saw Jamie Griffiths start the match in place of Reece Dobson who was named amongst the 
substitutes. 
 

The game started quite evenly then, on eight minutes the Marketmen were awarded a corner, which Callum 
Sturgess swung in, the home defence failed to clear their lines and it was left to Keiran Morphew to stroke home 
from 8 yards out. 1-0 NMFC a great start. 
 

Bedworth did respond well, their center forward forcing a save from Jake Jessop and kept the back four up to their 
work. However the ascendancy was back with the Marketmen, when on 22 minutes Joe Marsden was half 
stopped by the Bedworth defence just outside the box, but reacted well curling a low shot into the bottom corner. 
2-0 NMFC and looking in control. 
 

The Marketmen were looking in control playing and using the ball well, and in the ensuing minutes the Marketmen 
could have added to their goal tally. There were a few chances of note. The first of these saw Luke Ingram have a 
shot which was easily saved. The same player then intercepted a poor Bedworth back pass, with the home keeper 
did well to block. This was followed by a great cross field ball by Gareth Heath to set up an opportunity but the 
resulting shot went wide of the post. The next saw Adam Mills put Jamie Griffiths through on goal, alas once again 
the Bedworth keeper managed to block his effort. 
 

In between these Marketmen chances Bedworth did have a couple of chances from crosses only to see one 
smartly saved by Jake Jessop and the other clearing the crossbar. 
 

On the stroke of half time the Marketmen had 2 corners in quick succession. The first saw Luke Ingram heading 
back across the danger area with the home keeper first to react and clearing it. The second was well delivered by 
Gareth Heath and was equally well met, with the powerful header crashing into the corner of the net. The player 
who headed home was not a Needham one, although Jerry Kamanzi was on the scene, it was the Bedworth 
Centre half and unfortunately for him it was on his league debut. 3-0 NMFC. This was the last real action of the 
half. 
 

To their credit Bedworth raised their game at the start of the second half, no doubt this may have been the 
response to a possible 'ear bashing' at half-time. They pressed forward trying to salvage something from the 
game. The did press the Marketmen back and were unlucky not to pull one back in the first minutes of the half 
when a half-volley crashed of the inside of the post and Jake Jessoppushing the rebound away. 
 

Bedworth continued to go forward and once again Jake Jessop was called into action to block a shot. The 
Marketmen defence were up to the task, the whole back four looked like a solid unit and repelled the Bedworth 
attacks. Surprisingly it was a busy afternoon for them and Jake Jessop despite the scoreline. 
 

Both teams made their first substitutions of the afternoon on 67 minutes, for the Marketmen it was Adam Mills who 
departed and was replaced by Reece Dobson. Six minutes later Bedworth played their final hand when making a 
double substitution. 
 

Although on the back foot for some of the half the Market men did create some opportunities with Gareth Heath 
having an one-on-one chance after being put through. Alas it was the home keeper once more coming out on top 
by blocking the shot. Joe Marsden, who worked well all match also had a half chance and Jamie Griffiths also got 
another shot on target but was easy gathered by the keeper. 
 

Bedworth subsequently had one more great opportunity to pull one back when their two substitutes were 
instrumental in a good move in which the final shot just whistled passed the post. 
 

Having weathered the storm the Marketmen came back into the game towards the end and after a Reece Dobson 
shot was saved Joe Marsden burst forward on 84 minutes, shrugged off two challenges and slotted the ball 
passed the keeper from the edge of the area. 4-0 NMFC 
 

The Marketmen then made a couple of substitutions with 5 minutes left to see the game out; Dan Morphew on his 
return from injury replaced Jamie Griffiths and George Exworth replaced Luke Ingram. The game was brought to 
an end without anymore major worries to either defence.  
 

The Marketmen couldn't have asked for a better start and made the players/management trip back to Suffolk a 
happy one. 
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By Matt Badcock 
  
THE NEW SEASON 
 
THERE was a certain relief walking out of NLP Towers at 9:30pm last Saturday night. 
 
Another summer had been negotiated, August is here and competitive football is finally back. 
 
The off-season is a busy one for us as we aim to keep producing engaging articles people will enjoy reading and, I  
hope, we have once again managed to do that. 
 
While there might not be a full programme of matches for a few weeks, there’s always something going on in Non-
League football once the regular season finishes at the end of April. 
 
The play-offs get into full swing immediately, then there’s all the finals to cover, restructuring, league constitutions, 
league constitutions part two, transfers, fixtures, FA Cup, Trophy and Vase draws and, eventually, pre-season 
matches. 
 
But there’s nothing quite like that first Saturday of the new campaign. Where everyone turns up, level on points, 
full of hope and ambition, with fans wondering, ‘Could this be our year?’ 
 
New players have been signed, stands have had a lick of paint and there’s grass in all the goalmouths – although 
this year much of it will be parched! I imagine there will be some expensive water bills dropping on the doormats of 
clubs in the near future as groundsmen battle against the heat. 
 
Of course, we’ve had the World Cup to tick us over too and with England going deep into the competition, the 
excitement and feel-good factor has been palpable. Non-League football can really benefit from the national side 
having a good competition too. 
 
And there was plenty to be proud of for this level of the game with Jordan Pickford’s loan spells at Darlington and 
Alfreton taking up many column inches, along with Nick Pope’s Bury Town beginning and the well-told tale of 
Jamie Vardy. Who knows where the players kicking off over the coming weeks will end up in a few years’ time. 
 
That’s one of the exciting parts of this time of year. It’s all ahead of us now. The surprises, the shocks, the Cup 
runs – over the coming nine months stories and memories will unfold for everyone. We’ll enjoy covering every 
kick. Good luck! 
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Evo-Stik League South Premier Division Central  
 

Pos Team P W D L GF GA GD Pts 

1 Needham Market 1 1 0 0 4 0 +4 3 

2 AFC Rushden & Diamonds 1 1 0 0 5 2 +3 3 

3 Biggleswade Town 1 1 0 0 4 2 +2 3 

4 Leiston 1 1 0 0 2 0 +2 3 

5 Halesowen Town 1 1 0 0 1 0 +1 3 

6 Kettering Town 1 1 0 0 1 0 +1 3 

7 St Ives Town 1 1 0 0 1 0 +1 3 

8 Stratford Town 1 1 0 0 1 0 +1 3 

9 Banbury United 1 0 1 0 1 1 0 1 

10 Barwell 1 0 1 0 1 1 0 1 

11 Rushall Olympic 1 0 1 0 1 1 0 1 

12 Stourbridge 1 0 1 0 1 1 0 1 

13 Alvechurch 1 0 1 0 0 0 0 1 

14 Royston Town 1 0 1 0 0 0 0 1 

15 Hitchin Town 1 0 0 1 0 1 −1 0 

16 Lowestoft Town 1 0 0 1 0 1 −1 0 

17 St Neots Town 1 0 0 1 0 1 −1 0 

18 Tamworth 1 0 0 1 0 1 −1 0 

19 King's Lynn Town 1 0 0 1 2 4 −2 0 

20 Coalville Town 1 0 0 1 0 2 −2 0 

          

 
Opening Day Results    This Weeks Fixtures 

Att 592 AFC Rushden & Diamonds 5 – 2 Redditch United  Stourbridge v Stratford Town  
Att 177 Alvechurch 0 – 0 Royston Town     
Att 278 Barwell 1 – 1 Stourbridge    Banbury United v Halesowen Town  
Att 171 Bedworth United 0 – 4 Needham Market   Biggleswade Town v AFC Rushden & Diamonds 
Att 533 Halesowen 1 – 0 Lowestoft Town    Coalville Town v Rushall Olympic 
Att 471 Hitchin Town 0 – 1 Kettering Town   Kettering Town v King’s Lynn Town 
Att 726 King;s Lynn Town 2 – 4 Biggleswade Town   Lowestoft Town v St. Ives Town 
Att 312 Leiston 2 – 0 Coalville Town    Needham Market v Hitching Town 
Att 271 Rushall Olympic 1 – 1 Banbury United   Redditch United v Barwell 
Att 306 St. Ives Town 1 – 0 Tamworth    Royston Town v Leiston 
Att 292 Stratford Town 1 – 0 St. Neots Town   St. Neots Town v Bedworth United 

       Tamworth v Alvechurch 
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1st Team Fixtures  
 

DATE OPPOSITION H/A RESULT ATTENDANCE 

SAT 11TH AUG BEDWORTH UNITED A WON 4-0 171 

TUES 14TH AUG HITCHIN TOWN H     

SAT 18TH AUG BARWELL H     

SAT 25TH AUG ST. IVES TOWN A     

MON 27TH AUG LEISTON H     

SAT 1ST SEPT ALVECHURCH A     

WEDS 5TH SEPT  LEAGUE CUP       

SAT 8TH SEPT FA CUP        

SAT 15TH SEPT RUSHALL OLYMPIC H     

SAT 29TH SEPT STOURBRIDGE A     

SAT 6TH OCT AFC RUSHDEN & DIAMONDS H     

SAT 13TH OCT COALVILLE TOWN A     

TUES 16TH OCT LOWESTOFT TOWN H     

SAT 20TH OCT HALESOWEN TOWN A     

SAT 27TH OCT  FA TROPHY       

SAT 3RD NOV KETTERING TOWN H     

SAT 10TH NOV BIGGLESWADE TOWN A     

SAT 17TH NOV STRATFORD TOWN H     

TUES 20TH NOV ST. NEOTS TOWN A     

SAT 24TH NOV REDDITCH UNITED H     

SAT 1ST DEC ROYSTON TOWN A     

SAT 8TH DEC BANBURY UNITED H     

SAT 15TH DEC TAMWORTH A     

SAT 22ND DEC BEDWORTH UNITED H     

WEDS 26TH DEC LEISTON  A     

SAT 29TH DEC HITCHIN TOWN A     

TUES 1ST JAN KING'S LYNN TOWN H     

SAT 5TH JAN LOWESTOFT TOWN A     

SAT 12TH JAN BIGGLESWADE TOWN H     

SAT 19TH JAN STRATFORD TOWN A     

SAT 26TH JAN ST. NEOTS TOWN H     

SAT 2ND FEB KETTERING TOWN A     

SAT 9TH FEB HALESOWEN TOWN H     

SAT 16TH FEB ROYSTON TOWN H     

SAT 23RD FEB REDDITCH UNITED A     

SAT 2ND MAR BANBURY UNITED A     

SAT 9TH MAR TAMWORTH H     

SAT 16TH MAR AFC RUSHDEN & DIAMONDS A     

SAT 23RD MAR COALVILLE TOWN H     

SAT 30TH MAR RUSHALL OLYMPIC A     

SAT 6TH APR STOURBRIDGE H     

SAT 13TH APR BARWELL A     

SAT 20TH APR ST. IVES TOWN H     

MON 22ND APR KING'S LYNN TOWN A     

SAT 27TH APR ALVECHURCH H     
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Thurlow Nunn First Division North  
 

POS   P W D L GD PTS 

1 Mulbarton Wanderers 3 2 1 0 2 7 

2 Lakenheath 2 2 0 0 10 6 

3 Harleston Town 3 2 0 1 4 6 

4 Diss Town 3 2 0 1 1 6 

5 Needham Market Res 3 1 2 0 1 5 

6 AFC Sudbury Res 2 1 1 0 1 4 

7 Wisbech St Mary 3 1 1 1 -2 4 

8 Leiston Res 3 1 0 2 1 3 

9 Fakenham Town 2 1 0 1 1 3 

10 Swaffham Town 2 1 0 1 1 3 

11 Debenham LC 3 1 0 2 0 3 

12 King's Lynn Town Res 2 1 0 1 0 3 

13 Ipswich Wanderers 2 1 0 1 0 3 

14 Norwich CBS 3 1 0 2 -1 3 

15 Cornard United 2 1 0 1 -1 3 

16 Downham Town 2 1 0 1 -1 3 

17 March Town United 2 0 1 1 -1 1 

18 Haverhill Borough 1 0 0 1 -1 0 

19 Felixstowe & Walton United Res 3 0 0 3 -15 0 

 
 

Forthcoming Fixtures 
 

FRI 17 AUG 2018 

Ipswich Wanderers v Cornard United 

SAT 18 AUG 2018 

Debenham LC v March Town United 

Fakenham Town v Diss Town 

Felixstowe & Walton United Res v Wisbech St Mary 

Harleston Town v AFC Sudbury Res 

Haverhill Borough v Mulbarton Wanderers 

King's Lynn Town Res v Norwich CBS 

Leiston Res v Downham Town 

Swaffham Town v Needham Market Res 

TUE 21 AUG 2018 

Fakenham Town v Downham Town 

Haverhill Borough v Cornard United 

FRI 24 AUG 2018 

Debenham LC v Needham Market Res 

Mulbarton Wanderers v Norwich CBS 
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Reserve Team Fixtures  
 

DATE OPPOSITION H/A RESULT 

SAT 4TH AUG WISBECH ST. MARY A DREW 2-2 

TUES 7TH AUG IPSWICH WANDERERS A WON 1-0 

SAT 11TH AUG MARCH TOWN UNITED A DREW 1-1 

SAT 18TH AUG SWAFFHAM TOWN A   

FRI 24TH AUG DEBENHAM LC A   

SAT 1ST SEPT AFC SUDBURY RES. H   

SAT 8TH SEPT LEISTON RES. A   

WEDS 12TH SEPT IPSWICH WANDERERS H   

SAT 15TH SEPT LAKENHEATH A   

TUES 25TH SEPT WIVENHOE TOWN A   

SAT 29TH SEPT HAVERHILL BOROUGH H   

SAT 6TH OCT CORNARD UNITED A   

WEDS 10TH OCT LEISTON RES. A   

SAT 13TH OCT FAKENHAM TOWN H   

SAT 27TH OCT HARLESTON TOWN A   

SAT 3RD NOV DOWNHAM TOWN A   

SAT 10TH NOV FELIXSTOWE & WALTON UNITED RES. H   

WEDS 21ST NOV HARLESTON TOWN H   

SAT 1ST DEC LEISTON RES. H   

SAT 8TH DEC KING'S LYNN TOWN RES. A   

SAT 15TH DEC NORWICH CBS H   

WEDS 26TH DEC FELIXSTOWE & WALTON UNITED RES. A   

SAT 29TH DEC CORNARD UNITED H   

SAT 5TH JAN MARCH TOWN UNITED H   

SAT 12TH JAN MULBARTON WANDERERS A   

FRI 18TH JAN DEBENHAM LC H   

SAT 2ND FEB DISS TOWN H   

SAT 9TH FEB HAVERHILL BOROUGH A   

SAT 23RD FEB MULBARTON WANDERERS H   

SAT 2ND MAR DOWNHAM TOWN H   

SAT 16TH MAR SWAFFHAM TOWN H   

SAT 23RD MAR DISS TOWN A   

SAT 30TH MAR LAKENHEATH H   

SAT 6TH APR NORWICH CBS A   

SAT 13TH APR WISBECH ST. MARY H   

SAT 20TH APR FAKENHAM TOWN A   

MON 22ND APR KING'S LYNN TOWN RES. H   

SAT 27TH APR AFC SUDBURY RES. A   

 
 

U18 Team Fixtures  
 

DATE OPPOSITION H/A RESULT 

THURS 16TH AUG WALSHAM-LE-WILLOWS A   

THURS 23RD AUG FRAMLINGHAM TOWN A   

THURS 30TH AUG COPLESTONIANS H   

W/c 3RD SEPT SWAFFHAM TOWN A   

WEDS 12TH SEPT HADLEIGH UNITED A   

THURS 27TH SEPT STOWMARKET TOWN H   
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Market Talk  
 

Review of the Reserve Teams Pre-Season Home Friendlies 
 

Needham Market Reserves 0-4 Harwich & Parkeston 
 

Needham Market's Reserves began their 2018/19 pre-season with a 0-4 defeat to Harwich (goals from Jordan 
Heath x2, Luke Barnard and Pedro Tarling), who went 0-1 up inside 20 mins thanks to a good strike from Jordan 
Heath, as the Thurlow Nunn North and South sides went head to head. 
 

Harwich were by far the better team in the first half, shown by the amount of possession they retained. They could 
have gone 0-2 up on 21 minutes, but their No.11's effort clipped the bar and went over, from outside the box from 
a (left) central position. 
 

Three minutes later, Harwich had another opportunity, as their No.9 backheeled the ball outside the box towards 
their No.11, only for a Needham defender to slice clear. The ball fell to a Harwich player who could only sidefoot 
his effort wide of the left post, with the goal gaping. 
 

On 33 minutes, a Harwich ball through on the right, led to a cross into the Needham box, where the first effort was 
blocked from inside the box by a defender. Only for the ball to rebound off Pedro Tarling and into the bottom left 
corner, to make it 0-2. 
 

The young MarketMen responded, however, as their cross from the right byline was headed over at the far post, 
just five minutes after conceding the second. 
 

That was the end of what was a fairly lively 45 minutes of football, as the visitors led 0-2 at the break. 
 

The second half started with much the same intensity as the first, despite the heat, with Harwich making it 0-3 on 
58 minutes. As the ball was squared through the defence, and onto the right hand side of the host's area, where 
Luke Barnard hit his first timed left-footed effort in off the left post. 
 

Two minutes later, it was 0-4 to Harwich, as Jordan Heath dispossessed a defender on the right wing, before 
finding the far bottom corner, with the 'keeper rooted at his near post. 
 

With 68 minutes on the clock, Harwich had another chance, as an effort from outside the box, in a left central 
position, was curled right-footed over the far top corner. 
 

However, Needham could've pulled on back on 74 minutes, as their No.2 got through just inside the box, but could 
only put his right-footed effort wide of the left post. 
 

A minute later, Needham went close again, as a good crossfield ball picked out their No.17 on the left wing, who 
tried a first-timed left-footed lifted effort, but the ball went just over the bar. The hosts then had the final chance of 
the game, as a cross from the right was met by a player, who was desperately lunging at the back post, only for 
the ball to go agonisingly wide of the left post. 
 

The Full Time whistle soon followed to signal the end of what was a good workout for both sides. 
 

 
Young Marketmen Beaten 1-5 by Hadleigh United 
 

Hadleigh United ran out 5-1 winners in what a very action packed pre-season encounter. 
 

Hadleigh, who play in the Thurlow Nunn Premier, had the first chance after 2 minutes, as the visitors headed over 
from a corner on the left. Two minutes later, Hadleigh's No.10 saw his half-volleyed effort towards goal, from 
outside the box on the left, go just over the top far corner. 
. 

However, Needham took the lead in the fifth minute. As the Young Marketmen's No.8 won the ball in midfield, 
went on a run down the centre of the pitch, before picking out the No.9 on the right, who rounds the 'keeper before 
squaring it from the byline for a teammate to guide it home from a yard out at the near post. Hadleigh responded 
well to going behind, as they had a shot from outside the box from 20 yards out, but could only hit it straight at the 
'keeper, with 9 minutes played. 
 

A minute later, Hadleigh had another chance to equalise, but this time they shot wide, off the bottom left corner, 
from the edge of the box. On 13 minutes, Needham had another chance, as the hosts' No.11 had a shot saved 
well from the 'keeper at his near post, from the left of the box. 
 

Needham then turned defence on the left into attack on the right, a minute later, as great pass and move play from 
the hosts leads to an effort in goal from the right side of the box was saved by the keeper, down to his right. 
Hadleigh then equalised through a well worked move, on 16 minutes, as their No.9's cross from the right byline 
was headed back across goal and into the net, by the No.10, who rose above everyone else at the back post. 
 

Both sides then had an opportunity each on 20 minutes, with the hosts' having the first as a cross from the right 
was volleyed wide at the back post. Whilst the visitors chance saw them shoot straight at the 'keeper from outside 
the box. 
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Six minutes later, Hadleigh had a great chance to take the lead, as the ball was chipped to the back post, where it 
was volleyed back across goal, as it went over via the crossbar. Both sides then had half chances, that didn't 
result in anything major of note, until the 35th minute. 
 

It was then that Hadleigh had a shot outside of the box, but could only fire wide off the left post. A minute later, 
Hadleigh at a free-kick in a central position just outside the box was deflected over the top left corner, which was 
then crossed in and headed onto the back post. 
 

Hadleigh turned the game on its head on 37 minutes, as a good Hadleigh move took the whole defence out off the 
equation, before the ball was squared across goal from the right, where the 'keeper mistimed his interception 
leaving a Hadleigh player to tap home at the far post. 
 

Three minutes before the break, Hadleigh went close to going 1-3 up, as the visitors again got through on the 
right, but the eventual effort cannoned back into play off the base of the post. On the stroke of half time, good 
buildup from Needham found them through on the left inside the area, but the hosts' could only shoot straight at 
the 'keeper. 
 

Hadleigh had the first major chance of the second half, as they made it 1-3 on 50 minutes, as the ball was squared 
from the left to the near post, where a visiting player lifted the ball over the 'keeper and into the net. Two minutes 
later, Hadleigh got through on the left of the box, where their No.9 fired low and straight at the 'keeper at his near 
post. On 53 minutes, it was 1-4 to Hadleigh United, as their No.17 squared the ball into the box from the right, 
where a teammate tapped it home from close range at the far post. 
 

The next shot on target was again from the visitors as, two minutes later, as their No.4 fired a low effort straight at 
the 'keeper from outside the area. Hadleigh's second half dominance continued on the hour mark, as a corner on 
the left was headed over the top right corner. 
 

On 66 minutes, a dangerous Hadleigh cross from the left narrowly evaded a player in thr middle, but the visitors 
then recycled possession before firing a low shot straight at the 'keeper. Seven minutes later, a Hadleigh cross 
from the left was headed wide at the near post. On 77 minutes, Hadleigh squared the ball across the box from the 
left founf their No.2 was blocked by the defender. Seconds later, Hadleigh's No.10 hit a half-volleyed effort 
towards the top left corner, from outside the box, but the Needham 'keeper did well to palm it away. 
 

Hadleigh made it 1-5 on 78 minutes, as a corner on the left was headed back across goal from the back post, 
where a teammate tapped it in off the bar from close range. Needham then went close on 82 minutes, as a shot 
from outside of the box was curled over the top left corner. The last ten minutes saw plenty more opportunities fall 
Hadleigh's way, but they couldn't quite add to their scoreline. 
 

Hadleigh had the first two of them on 84 minutes, with both falling to their No.14, whose first effort from the edge 
of the box was blocked, before he then curled the ball over the top left corner, from the rebound. Two minutes 
later, Hadleigh had their next chance, as a player was slotted through down the middle, but the 'keeper comes off 
his line and comfortably blocks the shot. 
 

On 89 minutes, Hadleigh had another opportunity. As a left outswinging free-kick could only be put back across 
the face of goal and away to safety, for a minute until the final opportunity fell to Hadleigh as they had an effort on 
the left side of the box well saved by the 'keeper, at the near post. 
 

That signalled the end of a goal-fest friendly, where higher division Hadleigh United won 1-5. 
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Market Talk  
 

Review of the 1st Teams Pre-Season Home Friendlies 
 
MarketMen v Colchester U23s: 
 

After some hasty re-arranging during the week, due to the original opposition unable to fulfill the fixture, it was left 
to the NMFC legend Kevin Horlock to bring his Colchester United U23 team to Bloomfields for the inaugural 1st 
team game on the 3G pitch. The Needham squad included all of our summer signings and re-signings. Jake 
Jessop taking over the goalkeeping duties from the retired Danny Gay, Joe Marsden started on the right wing, JJ 
Wilsonstarted in central defence, Callum Sturgess took up the left back slot and Jerry Kamanzi re-establishing his 
central midfield role. 
 

The game commenced and it was NMFC who had the first chance with a long range shot from Gareth 
Heath crashing the underside of the crossbar, with the officials ruling that the ball did not cross the line despite 
appeals from the players and crowd alike. Unfortunately goal line technology has not reached this level yet.  
Minutes later Adam Mills was sent down the left by a great ball out of defence, alas despite some good work and a 
decent cross no finish could be applied. Same can be said for a 25 yard free kick that saw the ball crash high into 
fencing behind the goal. 
 

It was not one way traffic by any means with Colchester United U23's creating a few decent efforts that tested our 
goalkeeper and defence. Mentioning one in particular, when a slip on the left let in their winger deliver a good 
cross which was met by one of the forwards which resulted in a fine save from Jake Jessop and they were not far 
away from the resulting corner either. NMFC continued to play well, looking comfortable in midfield and producing 
some good build up play. An example was Callum Sturgess linking with Adam Mills to produce another good cross 
which again could not be capitalised on. It was then the turn of Joe Marsden to produce some good play to 
send Luke Ingram off down the right, Luke then got the better of the defender to whip in a cross which saw a 
clever flick by Adam Mills, send the ball passed their keeper. 1-0 NMFC (25 mins). 
 

Colchester United U23 responded well and Jake Jessop was called into action after a quick break out of defence.  
NMFC also broke out well and when Adam Mills found Jamie Griffiths on the left, who in turn delivered a great 
cross, and unfortunately for Luke Ingram he was inches away from making it 2-0. Later on JJ Wilson also broke 
out from defence and went on a good run, but alas could not find the necessary ball to produce something more.  
In the final minutes of the half both sides had free kicks 30 yards out but both resulted in being someway off the 
target. 
 

The second half started poorly for NMFC, with Colchester United U23 from the kick-off putting together a slick 
passing move which ended with a simple finish, to bring the scores level barely 30 seconds into the half. 1-1 (46 
mins). NMFC regrouped and responded well putting together their own passing moves. From one of these 
moves Jerry Kamanzi finished off the move with a good shot, but alas the goalkeeper was equal to it and the 
resulting corner could produce a goal. 
 

As NMFC pressed Gareth Heath tried a couple of long range efforts which were adequately dealt with by the 
keeper. NMFC continued to pass and run with the ball well and it was a good run by Jake Dyedown the right that 
brought rewards, when he fed a ball into the box for Joe Marsden to slot home to restore the lead. 2-1 NMFC (68 
mins). The lead could have been extended soon after if a good long ball had found Luke Ingram. 
Both sides then made changes and both teams continued to produce some good play, leading to some half 
chances which the defences cooped with well. 
 

More changes were made and it was Colchester United U23s that now had more of the ball, but despite their 
pressure they could not find a way though. The best of their efforts came from a cross from the left which was met 
by a Colchester head but was deflected for a corner. The resulting corner also saw a near miss when the forwards 
just failed to connect with the good delivery. NMFC having weathering these started to respond, with some good 
possession. Following a move down the right NMFC gained a throw in which found its way inside the box to 
give Jerry Kamanzi, a chance, his first attempt was blocked, but his second attempt was lobbed over the keeper 
for another NMFC goal. 3-1 NMFC (80 mins). 
 

Soon afterwards NMFC could have had another one when an in-swinging corner came back of the crossbar and in 
the ensuing play saw a shot blocked by the Colchester defence. As the game approached it's closing stages 
Colchester had a move on the right which saw their number 10 take the ball inside the box and curl it passed Jake 
to pull one back. 3-2 NMFC (90 mins).  
This was not the end of the scoring though, with the final whistle imminent a low cross from the right hand side 
was tucked away by the substitute Dobson to cap off a good all round team performance. 4-2 NMFC (90+4 mins). 
 

Thanks to Colchester and the legend Kevin Horlock for making the afternoon's entertainment enjoyable, albeit he 
leaves Bloomfields in defeat...... 
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Market Talk  
 

Review of the 1st Teams Pre-Season Home Friendlies 
 

For the final warm-up game for the Marketmen saw the visit of Mark Morsley's AFC Sudbury visit Bloomfields on 
warm Friday evening. The game itself was played on the main pitch. The Marketmen made one change to the 
starting XI with Reece Dobson replacing the unavailable Jamie Griffiths. 
 

The game started well for the Marketmen, who looked bright and alert in the early exchanges knocking the ball 
about well. It was on 7 mins that saw the breakthrough when a clever flick and some good battling play from 
Reece Dobson inside the area that allowed Adam Mills to knock the loose ball home. Initially some thought it was 
disallowed but the goal stood. 1-0 NMFC. 
 

The Marketmen continued to look the more dangerous side and created the more telling chances. Reece Dobson 
broke forward but alas could not find the final touch that might have seen him double the lead. Gareth Heath 
improvised when instead off whipping in a 35 yard free kick he knocked it down the right for Jerry Kamanzi to latch 
on to, unfortunately his shot went wide. Then from a mistake from the Sudbury defence saw Adam Mills play in 
Reece Dobson, whose cross just eluded Luke Ingram. Alas good chances for the Marketmen but they couldn't 
double the lead. AFC Sudbury did then come more into the game, but on more than one occasion their final ball 
let them down. Despite that the Marketmen defence had to keep up to their work, with Jake Dye knocking a 
dangerous looking cross out for a corner and the central defenders Keiran Morphew and JJ Wilson mopping up a 
few balls. Thus restricting AFC Sudbury to a couple of long range efforts that ended up wide of the target. 
 

On the 20 minute mark, just after another Marketmen move that saw a shot from Reece Dobson go wide, Luke 
Ingram went on a mazzy run and was clumsily brought down in the area. Joe Marsden made no mistake from the 
spot, putting it into the top left hand corner. 2-0 NMFC. Minutes later AFC Sudbury could have pulled one back 
when a mistake by Keiran Morphew let in their left back, but lucky for the Marketmen his cross-shot went wide. 
 

In the 28th minute saw a dispute between the AFC Sudbury bench and the match official that resulted in the AFC 
Manager being sent from the pitch. This seemed to raise the tempo of the game with both sides pressing to create 
opportunities, which there were four of note for the Marketmen. The first of them was when Luke Ingram, on the 
right, got to the by-line and put in a decent cross, alas Adam Millsjust could not finish it off. 
 

The next resulting from a great initial ball from Keiran Morphew finding Jerry Kamanzi on the right and after some 
good work put in a nice deep cross finding Adam Mills, who in turn looped a header back across goal finding the 
head of Luke Ingram, which unfortunately went wide of the far post. Then there was a good run by Callum 
Sturgess who then found Reece Dobson but his effort was well saved by the visiting keeper. Finally, a break by 
Adam Mills gave Luke Ingram a great opportunity but he curled his shot just the wrong side of the post. In between 
the Marketmen chances AFC Sudbury did press keeping the Marketmen defence on their toes and calling Jake 
Jessop into action once or twice. The fore mentioned did add to their work when giving the ball away in a 
dangerous area, resulting in a shot from former player Callum Harrison, but his only reward was a corner. Just 
before the break a Marketmen move started with Callum Sturgess taking the ball forward who found Reece 
Dobson with a good ball, who in turn took it forward in to the area and lashed it just inside the near post making it 
3-0 NMFC. That was the last real move of the half and the referee brought a great half from the Marketmen to an 
end. 
 

Just as the first half had started well for the Marketmen, the same could be said for AFC Sudbury in the second 
half. After making changes at the interval, a minute had passed into the half when it was again former player 
Callum Harrison created space for a shot, which took a deflection sending the ball over a despairing Jake Jessop 
dive. 3-1 NMFC. This seemed to rejuvenate AFC Sudbury who played well during the opening period, forcing a 
couple of decent saves from Jake Jessop. They were lucky not to pull one back when a shot was half blocked by 
Jake Jessop and was only a timely clearance off the line by Callum Sturgess that stopped a AFC Sudbury goal. 
The Marketmen did themselves look to create some chances, with Adam Mills forcing a save and some good runs 
from the midfield which unfortunately just failed to materialise into a good scoring opportunity.   
 

Midway through the half Adam Mills stated his case after a strong challenge on him, which resulted in a strong 
telling off from the man in black for both involved parties. A minute later Adam Mills nearly scored when bursting 
into the box saw his shot finely saved by the keeper. A few minutes later Joe Marsden had a good opportunity but 
his shot went high and wide. Both sides then cancelled each other out as a few changes were made and very few 
chances were created, a couple of mishit crosses from the Marketmen, but none from both sides that troubled the 
keepers. As the final whistle loomed AFC Sudbury forced another good save from Jake Jessop and in turn at the 
other end Luke Ingram fired wide. 
 

That was that, victory in our final warm-up game. Fair to say that the Marketmen got the job done in the first 45 
and weren't quite as threatening in the second 45. So, onto the real thing when the Marketmen visit Bedworth 
United, on Saturday, in the newly formed Evo-Stik South Premier Division Central. 
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Summary of Season 2017/18  
 
1st Team: 
 
Last season saw Needham finish in 19th place (out of 24), collecting 49 points from 46 matches (23 less than the 
72 they achieved in 2016/17), in the Bostik Premier Division (unfortunately finishing ten places lower than in 
2016/17 in what always has been a very competitive league) in what was the club’s final season, as it stands, in 
the Isthmian League.  
 
The Marketmen, however, had a very good run in the Suffolk Premier Cup, as they aimed to retain the trophy that 
they beat Lowerstoft Town to beat at Colchester in May 2017 for the second time in the club’s history. With the 
club beating AFC Sudbury (who play in the Bostik North (Step 4), 2-0 away), and Felixstowe & Walton United (who 
were playing in the Thurlow Nunn Premier (step 5) at the time, 3-2 at home), but fell short at the semi-final stage, 
as they were beaten by Bostik North club Bury Town on penalties (5-4) after a goalless draw, at AFC Sudbury, in 
front of 250 supporters.  
 
As for the Emirates FA Cup, the Marketmen reached the 3rd Qualifying Round, having beaten Clapton FC (who 
play in the Essex Senior League (Step 5), 0-3) away, in the 1st Qualifying Round and Chesham United (from the 
Evo-Stik South Premier League (Step 3), 2-0) at home in the second. Needham then faced Dartford, who play 
their football in the National League South, at home in the 3rd, but unfortunately suffered their biggest defeat of 
the season as their Step 2 (in terms of non-league) opponents ran out 6-1 winners, in front of 379. A positive for 
Needham, however, is that they beat their performance in the FA Cup the previous year, when they went out at 
the 1st Qualifying Round to Uxbridge away from home.    
 
In terms of the Buildhouse FA Trophy, the Marketmen progressed to the 2nd Qualifying Round, matching their 
performance the previous season when they lost at home to Harrow Borough 2-1, having beating Wroxham at 
home 2-0 in the preceding round. On this occasion, Needham hosted Arlesey Town, from the Southern League 
Division One East (Step 4 at non-league), in the 1st Qualifying Round (2017/18), with the home side running out 
3-1 winners in front of 173 fans. However, in the second Qualifying Round, Needham were handed an away draw, 
this time at Bostik North club Brentwood Town, with the lower league club winning 3-1 themselves 
 
 
Reserve Team: 
 
The Reserves, on the other hand fared quite differently in the Thurlow Nunn First Division, which is three leagues 
below that of the club’s First Team, as the young Marketmen finished 20th out of 21, gaining 21 points, which is a 
point and a place worse off than they managed in the 2016/17 season.  
 
However, in the First Division KnockOut Cup, the Reserves were drawn away to March Town United, where the 
sides fought out a 2-2 draw, before the Reserves were eliminated after a penalty shootout 4-2 in March’s favour), 
as the young Needham side went out in the same round as last season. As they lost away to Framlingham Town 
4-3 on that occasion.   
 
However, in the League Challenge Cup, the Reserves visited Framlingham in this year’s competition, and got 
revenge for the fixture mentioned above, as they won 1-2. In the following 2nd round the youngsters travelled 
towards the Suffolk Coast to face Felixstowe & Walton United, who at the time were playing in the Premier 
Division, with their higher divisional position showing as the hosts were comfortable 3-0 winners. Despite the 
defeat, the Reserves can be proud of the fact that they progressed further in the cup last season, as they only 
made it to the 1st round in 2016/17, as they lost 6-2 at Kirkley & Pakefield.  
 
In the Suffolk Senior Cup, the Reserves were given a bye to the second round, where they visited Lakenheath 
(who at the time were in the Kershaw League (Step 7), as the home side ran out 4-2 winners. Unfortunately, the 
Reserves di not quite match their run in the previous season, as they beat Ipswich Athletic at home 11-0, before 
losing 3-0 at home to Crane Sports in the 3rd Round 
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1st Team Away Travel  
 

 
 

Season 2018/19 Needham Market FC will once again be travelling to all Away Matches via Needham Market 
based Angus Travel.  
 

Liz Palfrey from Angus Coaches said 'we are excited to have been chosen as coach travel provider for Needham 
Market Football Club again this season and we look forward to transporting staff and players once again making 
new friends within the local area and supporting our community'. 
 

Coach Costs will be charged on a 2 Tier Basis depending on the length on Journey. 
£15 Longer Trips 
£10 Shorter Trips 
 

Ian Rowe (07481 376007) will be responsible for the bookings on a first come, first serve basis, and you would be 
urged to contact him as soon as possible. 
 

SAT 11TH AUG - BEDWORTH UNITED - LEAVING NMFC @ 10:15 (£15) 
SAT 25TH AUG - ST. IVES TOWN - LEAVING NMFC @ 11:30 (£10) 
SAT 1ST SEPT - ALVECHURCH - LEAVING NMFC @ 9:45 (£15) 
SAT 29TH SEPT - STOURBRIDGE - LEAVING NMFC @ 9:30 (£15) 
SAT 13TH OCT - COALVILLE TOWN - LEAVING NMFC @ 10:00 (£15) 
SAT 20TH OCT - HALESOWEN TOWN - LEAVING NMFC @ 9:45 (£15) 
SAT 10TH NOV - BIGGLESWADE TOWN - LEAVING NMFC @ 11:30 (£10) 
TUES 20TH NOV - ST. NEOTS TOWN - LEAVING NMFC @ 16:30 (£10) 
SAT 1ST DEC - ROYSTON TOWN - LEAVING NMFC @ 11:45 (£10) 
SAT 15TH DEC - TAMWORTH - LEAVING NMFC @ 9:45 (£15) 
WEDS 26TH DEC - LEISTON - NO COACH 
SAT 29TH DEC - HITCHIN TOWN - LEAVING NMFC @ 11:30 (£10) 
SAT 5TH JAN - LOWESTOFT TOWN - NO COACH 
SAT 19TH JAN - STRATFORD TOWN - LEAVING NMFC @ 9:45 (£15) 
SAN 2ND FEB - KETTERING TOWN - LEAVING NMFC @ 11:15 (£10) 
SAT 23RD FEB - REDDITCH UNITED - LEAVING NMFC @ 9:45 (£15) 
SAT 2ND MAR - BANBURY UNITED - LEAVING NMFC @ 10:15 (£15) 
SAT 16TH MAR - AFC RUSHDEN & DIAMONDS - LEAVING NMFC @ 11:00 (£10) 
SAT 30TH MAR - RUSHALL OLYMPIC - LEAVING NMFC @ 9:45 (£15) 
SAT 13TH APR - BARWELL - LEAVING NMFC @ 10:00 (£15) 
MON 22ND APR - KING'S LYNN TOWN - LEAVING NMFC @ 11:30 (£10) 
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TODAY'S TEAMS 
No. NEEDHAM MARKET FC  HITCHIN TOWN FC No. 

  JAMES CARRAGHER  MICHAEL JOHNSON   

  REECE DOBSON  MACSEN FRASER   

  JAKE DYE  TOBY SYME   

  GEORGE EXWORTH  JOSH BICKERSTAFF   

  JAMIE GRIFFITHS  DAN WEBB ©   

  GARETH HEATH ©  LEWIS FERRELL   

  LUKE INGRAM  LUCAS KIRKPATRICK   

  JAKE JESSUP  CHARLIE SMITH   

  JEREMIAH KAMANZI  ELLIOT BAILEY   

  JOSEPH MARSDEN  ROBBIE BURNS   

  ADAM MILLS  JACK GREEN   

  DANIEL MORPHEW  EZRA FORDE   

  KEIRAN MORPHEW  DANNY TALBOT   

  TYLER ROSE  KIERON McCAFFREY   

  FINLAY SHORTEN  PATRICK TSHIKALA   

  CALLUM STURGESS     

  JJ WILSON     

           

 MANAGER  MANAGER  

 RICHARD WILKINS  MARK BURKE  

           

 COLOURS  COLOURS  

 RED SHIRTS WHITE  

 RED SHORTS WHITE  

 RED SOCKS WHITE  

           

 TODAY'S MATCH OFFICIALS  

 REFEREE MR MICHAEL ROBERTSON-TANT  

 ASSISTANT MR CHRISTOPHER HASTINGS  

 ASSISTANT MR JOHN HYDE  

           

 TODAY'S MATCH SPONSOR  

 CHASSIS CAB  

 


