
The Journey Home
A TALE OF TWO OCEANS

As featured on



The Route
Pretty simple really, not much to 
ask -

● Auckland, NZ
● Across The Pacific
● San Francisco
● Across The USA
● New York City
● Across The Atlantic
● The Azores
● PortuGal
● UP Through South Western 

Europe
● Home

Who says Camp Hill don’t like a 
challenge?



Return Leg  - Leaving Auckland

We started the second leg from 
AUckland Harbour in New 
Zealand, Setting SAIL FOR SAMOA. 
Please note we are on a Ship, so 
we are lapping the decks to make 
sure we got the miles in, 
splicing main-braces, walking 
planks etc. The ship could do 
with some work.



Crossing The Pacific - SAMOA

The Manu Siva Tau is a Samoan war dance, performed by the 
Samoan sporting teams before each match.

The national rugby union team used to perform the 
traditional 'Maulu'ulu Moa' on tour. Prior to the 1991 World 
Cup, the 'Manu' war chant was composed, it was considered to 
be more effective at psyching up players.

The national Australian rules football team performs the 
Siva Tau at its International Cup appearances.

The Camp Hill Alacados did do their best to persuade the 
Samoan glitterati that The Theme from The Archers is equally 
as motivational, and intimidating for the oppo, the samoan 
folk as you would expect, remain unconvinced.



JARVIS ISLAND 

Described by Lord Haslucks as ‘an absolute 
barnacle of a place’...taken over by the USA, 
under the guano act (the dried bird poo act) of 
1856, who readily abandoned it once they had 
exhausted the local supply of Guano . The island 
is now occupied by Sooty Terns (pictured left), 
and still part of the USA. Contrary to popular 
belief, the island is not named after the 
erstwhile Pulp frontman, though a lot of people 
wish it was.



FIJI
Don’t Let the picture put you off….Here’s A recipe to try at home

Palusami is a popular dish at family feasts in many parts of Polynesia. In Hawaii, it’s 
called laulau. In Fiji and Samoa, it’s called palusami. But what is it? Corned beef or 
mutton, onion, garlic, salt, pepper, and coconut cream, wrapped in big taro leaves 
(you may have to use cabbage, as Asda are always short of Taro), then put in an 
underground oven called a lovo (this may be a challenge, please don’t bury the 
microwave).

Today, most people are using ovens instead of lovos, and this recipe is no exception. If 
you want to cook it the old way, I think you need a fire with very low heat. The meat 
comes precooked, so you are just trying to tenderize the onion, and cook the leaf.

https://dinnerbydennis.com/palusami/

Why use canned meat? Polynesia doesn’t have a lot of land to raise livestock on. That’s 
why Spam is so popular in Hawaii! Many of the local recipes make the most of canned 
meats in ways we never would have thought of.

https://dinnerbydennis.com/palusami/


NAPARI ISLAND, KIRIBATI

Nothing much to say here, an oval of 
rocks with a lagoon in the middle, 
gradually disappearing, as is a lot of 
Kiribati due to the rising seas of The 
Pacific Ocean....and, from the air it 
looks like the green Lamb-chop, which 
has been in The Camp hill fridge since 
1989.



HONOLULU, HAWAII

It’s all our own fault, we went to the 
spiritual home of the Hawaiian shirt, sadly 
count was lost for a number of days as he 
scoured the boutiques (and Bars) of 
honolulu looking for rare and gaudy 
additions to his already extensive 
collection of the said garments. At least we 
managed to get a proper drink, after 2 weeks 
of salt water and ships biscuits! BTW, we are 
loving the flag, there is a deckchair crying 
to come out of that design.



San Francisco, USA

The birthplace of the hippies and free-will, contrary 
to the widely held belief that it was Solihull Lodge. 
Sadly it has one page, as we could write a book on 
this place. Birthplace of the Grateful Dead 
Frontman, Jerry Garcia, who famously said 
-’Constantly choosing the lesser of two evils is still 
choosing evil’, poignant or what, and is kinda like 
Doner Kebab vs. cod and chips with curry sauce? And 
of course, the namesake of Lord and Lady Haslucks 
favourite popular hit - ‘San Francisco’, by the 
Village People - party on, camp hill.



YOSEMITE, CALIFORNIA

After a Late Night and on waking up At first light we 
thought we were back home and had crashed out in the 
bin store behind the clubhouse, until the Under 10s 
pointed out that we were surrounded by odd looking 
squirrels that were larger than they were used to.

Official YosemitE Guidance -
Visitors who encounter a bear should keep their distance for 
safety and respect for themselves and the animal. If visitors 
see a bear in undeveloped areas, they should remain at least 50 
yards from it. If they encounter a bear in developed areas, they 
should stand their ground and scare the bear away by raising 
their arms and making very loud noises.



Crystal Springs, Nevada

Scarily close to Area 51, zero inhabitants, 
however home to a massive ‘Anderson 
Shelter’ and an enormous silver alien (is 
that what they look like)? The 
Extraterrestrial highway is nowhere near as 
congested as the A34, better views and 
signage though ;-)



Vermillion Cliffs, Arizona

Groovy or what, this is a real place...there are 
stories circulating that we booked Vermillion 
Cliffs for club socials in The 1970s, sadly it 
never came off, as the rider was destined to 
cause trouble….the picture on the left is Lady 
Haslucks planning Lord Haslucks next 
landscaping project, Lord Haslucks has bolted 
for the nearest bar...which is some distance 
away, he may be some time.



Clines Corners, New MExico

The less said about this place the better, it 
makes the services at Heston on the M4 look 
like a veritable paradise. The Under 12s and 
Coach Keane have run riot on the pick and mix 
and are scaling the Travel Center sign as we 
speak...we are making our excuses and leaving. 
The Snow Globes are coming with us though.



Oklahoma City and Seminole, Oklahoma

We had to a double take on arriving 
in OklahomA city as it looked 
uncannily like Brindley Place. 
Oklahoma is also home to Seminole, 
the city at the Heartland of the 
indigenous Seminole Tribe.



Nashville, Tennessee

Nashville, the home of country 
music, the whole club descended on 
the various downtown Karaoke 
venues to murder classics, such as 
‘Ring of Fire, ‘The Gambler’ and 
‘Jolene’. We were politely asked to 
leave, after a particularly woeful 
version of ‘coal-miner’s Daughter’



Charlotte, North Carolina
A stop off in Charlotte, NC at the request of the Ramsey family, 
and also to pay a visit to Club Alacados, Greeny and Brownie...

Nicknamed the "Queen City",like it’s county a few years earlier, 
Charlotte was named in honor of German princess Charlotte of 
Mecklenburg-Strelitz, who had become the Queen Consort of 
Great Britain and Ireland in 1761, seven years before the 
town's incorporation. A second nickname derives from the 
American Revolutionary War, when British commander 
General Charles Cornwallis, 1st Marquess Cornwallis occupied 
the city but was driven out by hostile residents. He wrote that 
Charlotte was "a hornet's nest of rebellion", leading to the 
nickname "The Hornet's Nest"



East Coast - Washington DC, Baltimore, Philadelphia

The journey up the East Coast of the USA was a 
frantic one, as we had to catch up on time after a 
few of our lazier days. Washington DC needs no 
introduction as the former home of ‘The ORange 
one’. American TV legend David ‘The Hoff’ 
HAsselhoff hails from from BAltimore. mobster, 
Jack ‘Legs’ Diamond was born in Philadelphia, 
allegedly the nemesis of ‘Dutch’ Schultz, the 
infamous NY Mobster, who knew?



Warren, PA to New York City

We admit it Warren, PA was a detour to 
accommodate the Antrim family who 
wanted to visit the relatives, it is also the 
birthplace of the Glendora Coffee brand 
(now defunct). New York city, again a stop 
off where we could write a book, we 
overnighted here in preparation for the 
journey back across the Atlantic via The 
Azores.



The Azores

The Azores, the Hawaii of The 
Atlantic, and to be fair it wasn’t 
too shabby. After far too many 
Sherbets, the Alacados think they 
have spotted a cow on the bottom 
pitch….we called a local doctor.



Porto, Portugal

‘Delegation’ goes missing in Porto, some 
incoherent ramblings are overheard 
about ‘restocking The Cellar’ and ‘what 
rich man’s disease?’. A night out ensued 
in the famous CLUBE Rugby Porto, perhaps 
we would arrange some friendlies, 
lockdown and brexit rules allowing of 
course. 



Bilbao, Spain

We overnight in Bilbao in the Spanish 
Basque region, an eclectic mix of the old 
and new. The Under 11s, after far too 
many Haribos, spot a ‘mahoosive’ spider 
attacking what appears to be a lumpy 
Selfridges, what would HRH Prince Charles 
say?. They are sent to bed early, ready for 
the onward mammoth trek to Paris. 



Paris, France
Well we got this far, who would have thought it? 
The Under 9s have reported that the nuggets seem 
to be a bit more chewy than at home, sssssshhhhh. 

We have been in the Press, on the radio and have 
one final push back to Blighty before March the 8th 
when the M&Js head back to school, and The 
Alacados settle down in fRont of their Tvs to 
catch up on Bargain Hunt, Midsomer Murders and 
Countdown..

In the words of legendary Parisian Edith Piaf

‘Non, rien de rien’, (No, absolutely nothing)

‘Non, je ne regrette rien’, (No, I regret nothing)



Dover, Kent

Twinned with the ‘barnacle’ that is 
Jarvis Island, we disembark in Dover. 
There has been quite a lot written 
about Dover - the port and the White 
Cliffs, however we like the fact that it 
is the birthplace of Topper HEadon, 
Drummer with The Clash.



The Shrine - Shirley, Solihull
We made it back on the 
evening of the 7th of March, 
the Under 12s smashed it and 
came top on the second leg, 
and also managed to bring 
home a stowaway. We appeared 
in the press and on the Daz 
Hale BreakFast Show on BBC 
Radio WM, That’s Daz on the 
left…Congratulations to 
everyone that took part. 
Massive thank you to Fiona 
McGarry and our sponsors 
MakeUK



Vital Statistics (You were allowed to say this in public up until 1983)

14,538 
miles

1,453,792 
calories 
burned



Star Performers

Top Teams

1. U12s
2. U7s
3. U10s
4. U11s
5. Lord and Lady Haslucks’ Party 

(alacados)

Top Performers
1. Tabatha (U7s)
2. Lily Stretch (Junior Touch)
3. Will W (U7s)
4. FLYN (U7s)



That’s Really All Folks!
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