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CRAWLEY GREEN 



I would like to welcome everyone back to the BEP for the 

visit of Crawley Green FC.  

 

Our opponents have had a difficult season but have always been competitive and in 

the corresponding fixture we ran out 4-0 winners but had to wait for two late goals 

to put some gloss on the performance. Anything can happen in football, we never 

worry about league positions and will prepare in exactly the same way. 

 

We now enter what’s called the business end of the season 7 weeks to go and a 

packed schedule of games to define our season. After bad weather and questiona-

ble organisation of fixtures we have 11 league and hopefully a good number of cup 

games left to play.  

 

Personally I’m going to enjoy every minute , playing two, even three games a week 

gives us the opportunity of momentum rather than stop start which I think ham-

pered our performance. Getting a good run of games has seen us build some 

rhythm and our recent performances have been excellent in different ways..  

 

We’re in good shape for the challenges ahead starting with today, the players know 

what’s required and I am confident they will deliver  

 

Enjoy the game  

Mark  

FROM THE MANAGERS OFFICE 



CRAWLEY GREEN 

 
FOUNDED 

1992 
 

CLUB NICKNAME 
Dirty Clarets 
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All Maroon 
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COUNTY FA 
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MIDWEEK FIXTURES 
Tuesday  
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DIRTY CLARETS  

SEASON SO FAR 



CRAWLEY GREEN - CLUB HISTORY 

Crawley Green Sports & Social Club was formed in November 1989 after arsonists caused the 
virtual destruction of the present building. Members of Stopsley Harriers, The Wyvern and 
Ramridge Rangers Sunday Football Clubs amalgamated to form the present club and were 
successful in securing a 99 year lease from the Council. The New Club house was formally 
open on 19th June, 1992 by then Luton Town manager, David Pleat. 
The badge incorporates all the elements of the three founding clubs but also local history. 
The club badge was adopted in 1996 after many years of discussion. Maroon was the colour 
of the largest single club Ramridge Rangers and it was adopted as the club colour. It is incor-
porated in the Club badge as the bar across the middle. Stopsley Harriers were well known 
for their red and blue quarters, whilst Wyvern Members were predominantly blue since their 
foundation. Both these colours are reflected in the badge. Crawley Green FC Saturday side 
was formed in 1993 after another local team, Somerset Tavern came under the Crawley 
Green umbrella. The club colour of maroon was adopted by the team. 
In 2018 Luton Town FC and Crawley Green FC further enhanced their club partnership with 
the announcement that Crawley Green FC will play their home games at The Brache training 
ground from season 2018-2019. Crawley Green, who are the only Luton based team to play 
at step 5 or above of the National League System, have been trying since 2008 to get permis-
sion to build a suitable stadium. Unfortunately in that time they have failed to receive the 
support needed from Luton Borough Council, despite there being no cost involved for the 
Council. This decision has meant that they have had to ground share with Barton Rovers FC 
for 11 years now, to enable the team to continue to play at that level. 
This is a poor indictment of the Council’s attitude to football in Luton, considering that other 
major towns in Bedfordshire have at least one team each playing step 6 or above. Their lack 
of support in comparison to the likes of Biggleswade (3 teams), Bedford (2 teams), Dunstable 
(2 teams), Leighton Buzzard (1 team) and Kempston (1 team), means that even our local 
leagues have the ignominy of having to travel to local villages to host their cup finals. 
Luton recently installed a brand new all-weather surface down at the training ground and to 
comply with national ground grading criteria Crawley Green will complete the remaining 
requirements. This will include new changing rooms, dugouts, turnstile and spectator stand-
ing area. Tony Talbot, Chairman of Crawley Green stated: “We would like to thank Gary 
Sweet and Kevan Platt and everyone at Luton Town FC for firstly affording us this opportuni-
ty and then their support in making this happen. 
“In the past we have seen a number of ex-Crawley Green players go on to play for Luton, but 
our partnership has really continued to grow in recent years. It’s with great satisfaction for 
us that we are currently seeing James Justin starring for the first team. In addition the re-
cently transferred Tyreeq Bakinson and four of the current U18s team, Josh Neufville, Joe 
Mead, Ciaren Jones and Michael Shamalo all came through our youth system. 
“A town the size of Luton needs a successful professional club, as well as teams playing in 
the national league pyramid”. This gives our talented youngsters a pathway to development, 
without having to go outside the borough to develop. “In addition, underneath these clubs is 
a large community hub, which affords lots of youngsters the opportunity to play football. 



CRAWLEY GREEN - CLUB HISTORY 

These community hubs ensure all young people have the opportunity to participate in foot-
ball in a safe supportive environment, which preserves the dignity and respect of the indi-
vidual regardless of age, gender, sexual orientation, ethnic origin, religion, disability, income 
and any other social deprivation. With Government statistics showing a concerning rise in 
childhood obesity throughout the UK, these community hubs encourage our children to stay 
active and engage in physical activity. This all helps promote health, self-confidence and 
importantly social cohesion, and hopefully leads to the wider benefits in raising standards.” 
Hatters chief executive Gary Sweet said: “We see ourselves as guardians of elite football in 
our region and part of that responsibility is to help – wherever possible – other local, aspira-
tional clubs develop and thrive, staying at the core of their roots. “The challenges faced at 
Crawley Green were difficult and, with the great relationship we’ve had over the years, hav-
ing recruited numerous young players from their excellent development structure, we’re 
proud to help Crawley Green retain a local home for their competitive games, just as we are 
happy to utilise our existing training facility at perhaps the only time when it won’t get 
used.” 
In recognition of his services to the community and sport, Crawley Green Sports & Social 
Club Chairman, Tony Talbot was awarded a BEM – British Empire Medal - in the 2018 New 
Year’s Honours List. 
Finally Crawley Green would like to sincerely thank all their programme advertisers, match 
ball and match day sponsors for their generous support throughout the season. 
 
1995-96 Joined South Midlands League Division One 
1997-98 Founder members of the Spartan South Midlands League Division One North 
1998-99 Left Spartan South Midlands League for Luton & District league 
1999-00 Re-joined Spartan South Midlands League. Alan Clark and Eddie Downey joined 
Crawley Green to manage the 1st Team & Reserves respectively. Alan Burgess took over as 
Club Secretary. 
2001-02 Division One renamed Division Two 
2002-03 Spartan South Midlands League Division Two Cup Winners. Beat Buckingham Ath-
letic 2-0. Martin Fensome and Leon Holton (pen). 
2002-03 Bedfordshire Junior Cup Winners. Reserves beat Potton United 1-0 (Andy Bath). 
2004-05 Gary King takes over as 1st Team Manager and wins the Spartan South Midlands 
League Division Two and the Bedfordshire Senior Cup beating Kent Athletic 4-0 with goals 
from John Coley 2, Adey Bascombe 2. Crawley were denied the treble when they lost a pen-
alty shoot out to Dunstable Town in the League Cup Final. 
2005-06 Neil Tattersall takes over as 1st Team Manager 
2006-07 6 pts deducted (ineligible player), costing the Club runners up spot 
2007-08 Started ground share with Barton Rovers FC. Spartan South Midlands League Divi-
sion Two runners up to Kings Langley. Promoted to Division One 
2009-10 Bedfordshire Senior Trophy Winners. Beat Potton United 5-4 in a penalty shoot-
out. Scores finished 1-1 after extra time. Ryan Smith (pen). Successful penalty takers Rian 



CRAWLEY GREEN - CLUB HISTORY 

MacNabola, John Cooper, Jermaine Hall, Ryan Smith and Phil Cusack 
2011-12 First Team Manager Neil Tattersall steps down after 6 seasons in charge and is re-
placed by Darren Salton. Darren Salton resigns in September after only 1 win in 10 games. 
Mark Smith is appointed manager in October 2011 with Assistant Terry Shrieves. 
Bedfordshire Senior Trophy finalists - lost 0-1 to Ampthill Town. 
Spartan South Midlands League Division One Cup winners. Beat Kings Langley 2-1 with goals 
from Courtney Massey and Chris Gibson 
2013-14 First Team reaches the final of the Bedfordshire Senior Trophy but loses 2-3 to Bed-
ford. Scorers Sean Downey and Jon Butler. 
Reserves win the Bedfordshire Intermediate Cup with a 2-0 victory over Elstow Abbey with 
goals from Lewis Billington & Anthony Wright 
2014-15 1st Team win the Bedfordshire Senior Trophy. Beat AFC Oakley M&DH 4-0 with 
goals from Sean Bishop, Stuart Strange, Tom Barnett & Sam Halfpenny. Reserves lose in the 
Reserve Challenge Trophy Final 1-0 to Risborough Rangers. 
2015-16 1st Team – Runners-Up Division One – promoted to Premier Division. 
1st Team winners – Division One League Cup. Beat Edgware Town 2-1 with goals from Fabio 
Buffano and Aarron Browne. 
Reserves–Winners Reserve Challenge Trophy. Beat Hoddesdon Town 2-1 with goals from 
James Potter and Andy Randell. 
Reserves lose Beds Intermediate Cup Final to Sundon Park Rangers 6-5 in a penalty shoot out 
after game finsihed 2-2. Scorers own goal and Rob Newman (pen). 
2016-17 1st Team finish a creditable 11th in the their first season in the Premier Divisiion. 
Manager Mark Smith steps down to spend more time with his family. Dean Bull takes over 
and Richard Smith joins as Assistant Manager. 
2nd Team move to the Bedfordshire County League and finish 4th and move up to the Prem-
ier Division. 
2017-18 Dean Bull and Richard Smith step down after 22 games in charge. They are replaced 
by new manager Chris Devane and his assistant Craig Meyrick. 
2018-19 Craig Bicknell joins the 1st Team as coach and Bobby Males steps down and joins 
the Committee. 
2018-19 In recognition of his services to the community and sport, Crawley Green Sports & 
Social Club Chairman, Tony Talbot was awarded a BEM – British Empire Medal - in the 2018 
New Year’s Honours List. 
2018-19 Manager Chris Devane resigns due to work commitments. Craig Meyrick takes 
charge assisted by Craig Bicknell. Steve Tucker joins as coach. Jimmy Sherlock steps down 
from the Reserves and is replaced by Craig Savage and Richard McKinley. 







FIRST TEAM FIXTURES & RESULTS 



Good afternoon all and welcome to the players, officials and supporters of Craw-
ley Green FC for today’s league fixture.  Crawley Green have had a difficult sea-
son and at the moment look certain for the drop.  However, this being football, 
anything can happen and I trust that the players will not be complacent about 
today’s game.  League positions count for nothing, as we saw last Saturday where 
we were pushed all the way by an ebullient Broadfields United, eventually run-
ning out four-one winners with two late goals.  On the previous Tuesday things 

were a little easier as we played some great football on a very wet night to beat London Colney by five 
goals to one.  The recent win at Long Crendon in the League Challenge Trophy was in vain as we have 
been ordered to replay the match following an administrative error.  The game will now take place at 
the BEP Stadium, date to be confirmed. 

I am currently thinking about retirement.  I know what you’re thinking, you’re thinking that I don’t look 
old enough?  But I am, and it got me thinking about all those ex professional players when they re-
tire?  I’m thinking about the ones that don’t go into management or coaching.  Nor the ones that be-
come ‘pundits’ and work in Club Hospitality (what a  job that must be, entertaining a bunch of hooray 
henry's on match days).  Obviously many of the top players in the Premier League will earn enough 
money to just play golf all day.  David Beckham became a…………celebrity?  But for many the options 
are not so good, especially those from the lower leagues where most will have to find another type of 
work.  If you can’t get a job in football, and let’s face it there are only a finite number of jobs in foot-
ball, football is not the best qualification if you want to be, say, an Electrician.  In the old days even top 
players had to continue working after hanging up their boots and a stock job for many was to run a 
pub.  Once upon a time it seemed every pub in the land must be run by an ex pro.  Former Chelsea and 
England player, Peter Osgood ran a pub in Windsor with ex teammate Ian Hutchinson.  Hardly fitting 
for a guy that played 418 league games for Chelsea, Southampton and Norwich, scoring 136 goals.  But 
with pubs closing weekly there are less pubs for the old pro’s to take on, so what else will they do?  I 
have been having a look at some players from the past and come up with some interesting, weird and 
frankly mundane second careers.  Do you remember Arthur Horsefield? He racked up 445 league 
games for Boro’, Newcastle, Swindon, Charlton and Watford scoring 312 goals in the process.  And his 
reward? Manager of Parcel Force, Thurrock!  Frannie Lee (500 league games, 228 goals) was more 
successful.  The ex Manchester City, Bolton and Derby, plus 27 caps for England, invested in a toilet roll 
factory and made himself a multi millionaire.  He certainly cleaned up.  My own personal hero, Micky 
Channon, a Saints great who also turned out for Manchester City, Newcastle, Bristol Rovers, Norwich 
and (I’ll never forgive him for this) Portsmouth, amassed 717 league games, scoring 232 goals.  The 
man of the whirling arm celebration is currently a very successful race-horse trainer.  West Ham United 
fan’s favourite attack dog, Julian Dicks, became a pro golfer for a while before turning his hand to dog-
breeding.  You could imagine all the dogs looking exactly like Julian.   

Imagine winning the UEFA Cup, FA Cup, League Cup and representing England 26 times, and being 
transferred for 1.5 million to Manchester United (it was in 1989 when that was loads of dosh), from 
Forest when they were a decent team, and then later on being a postman.  Well Neil Webb didn’t im-
agine it either, he went and did it.  He’s not alone in picking up the mail bag either.  Other former top 
flight players to deliver the Queens Mail were Kevin Hector (two league titles with Derby County), for-
mer Leeds and Scotland keeper, David Harvey (FA Cup winner, League title winner) and former England 
and Chelsea goalkeeper, Peter Bonetti, who belatedly received a 1966 World Cup winners medal 2009 
after the FA campaigned for non playing members of the squad to be recognised.  Incidentally, 
Bonetti’s postal round was on the Isle of Mull, not necessarily relevant, but quirky.  1966 World Cup 
winning left back, Ray Wilson, the former Huddersfield and Everton great, who played 63 times for 
England, decided that he didn’t want any old dead end job after retiring from football, so he opened an 
undertakers.  And very successful it was too, as there is never a shortage of customers.  Former Ger-



man International, Tim Wiese, has taken up another sport in the WWE.  Yes, that is professional wres-
tling!  Apparently he tried it once and it he found it quite gripping.  Another overseas player, Thomas 
Robson, Denmark and PSV Eindhoven, became a self-employed plumber.  He probably makes more 
money than a footballer now.   For the older readers; remember Newcastle and Wales great, Wyn 
Davies?  Well, he ended up working the night shift in a bakery.  Still, at least he was making plenty of 
dough, boom, boom!  Finally, another one from the 60’s; Peter Knowles, brother of the legendary 
Spurs full back Cyril.  Peter was a very successful and talented striker for Wolves in the old first division, 
forming a formidable goal scoring partnership with Northern Irish centre forward Derek ‘The Doog’ 
Dougan.  Then suddenly, at the age of 26 Knowles decides he is giving up football to become a Jehovah 
Witness.  He played his last game, a three all draw  against Nottingham Forest, and just walked away 
from it.  In later years he had a succession of jobs as a milkman, a window cleaner and a warehouse 
labourer.  If asked, he always said he never regretted giving up the game one bit.               

Anyway, enjoy the game and see you in the ATW Bar after the game.                                                                           RR       
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SPARTAN SOUTH MIDLANDS FOOTBALL LEAGUE 

PREMIER DIVISION 

TODAY’S FIXTURES 

 

Ardley United v Harefield United 

Arlesey Town v Dunstable Town 

Flackwell Heath v Aylesbury Vale Dynamos 

Holmer Green v Harpenden Town 

London Colney v Leighton Town 

Milton Keynes Irish v Broadfields United 

Oxhey Jets v Leverstock Green 

Risborough rangers v Crawley Green 

Tring Athletic v New Salamis 





SPARTAN SOUTH MIDLANDS FOOTBALL LEAGUE 
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PLAYER SPONSORSHIP 2021/22 

Player Sponsorship for the 2021/22 season is now available. If you would like to sponsor your favourite player with acknowledgement in 

the matchday programme and on the club website. The cost of this is £100. If you are interested and want further information please 

contact Andy Woodward on 07713309669 or drop him an email at andywoodward9@sky.com 



WHEN James Doe created 
Non-League Day in 2010, not 
even he could have imagined 
the beast he had unmasked.  

 

What started off as a suggestion to help acknowledge the plight of Non -League 
football in the community has now become one of the biggest occasions in the 
Non-League calendar, celebrating all aspects of the game outside of the Premier 
League and EFL. Year -on-year, the turnstiles continued to click and Non -League 
Day got bigger and bigger until Covid brought the concept to an abrupt halt in 
2020 and 2021.  

Now, however, it ’s back for the first time in three years and Doe believes this 
year’s event has the potential to be the best yet. “ I think it has the potential to 
be the biggest one yet,” Doe said of the event, which takes place on Saturday 
March 26 this year. “We’ve had a couple of years off and the world of football 
has changed quite a bit.  

“I think there ’s still a bit of reaction to the whole European Super League filter-
ing down, I think a lot of people discovered Non -League during the pandemic 
because they were locked out of their big clubs. As we ’ve seen, there are big 
crowds at lots of games this season that you wouldn ’t necessarily normally get. 
“It feels extra special this year because of the gap. We ’ve had a couple of false 
dawns where we thought we would go with it and then things flared up and new 
variants appeared. Doe, a QPR fan, came up with the idea when watching his 
local side Harrow Borough. And its legacy has already contributed to huge rises 
in attendances up and down the country which was strangely enhanced by Covid 
and the government restrictions which went with it.  

In the past, clubs have embraced Non -League Day with quirky events and tradi-
tions to get supporters through the gates. Bungay Town handed out mushrooms 
on the door and even paid each supporter 5p one year in order to hit the head-
lines.  

At Great Yarmouth Town, you got a free fish sandwich and Grantham Town 
dished out gingerbread men, courtesy of the chairman. Once again this year, 
Prostate Cancer UK are supporting the event –  as they have done since 2014.  

They are urging fans to be aware of their risk of the most common cancer in 
men by taking a 30 -second test on their website, while Doe is promoting aware-
ness by pulling on a PCUK jersey for his annual Non -League Day ground hop. A 
match map, detailing which games are on, is now live on the Non -League Day 
website, and Premier League clubs have also got involved, promoting local 
games in their jurisdiction.  

“It’s always been a celebration, it ’s not a protest,” Doe said. “We’re trying to 
being every element of the football community together. That ’s the idea and I 
think it largely has done. “It will be good to get as many people involved as pos-
sible and be as positive as we can. It ’s supposed to be a bit of fun. “I’ve been 
chatting to the guys at Harrow recently and they ’ve got someone who has be-
come an outreach officer. They did their first big promotion against Taunton 
where they invited loads of school kids and they pretty much all turned up. “It 
doubled the crowd, from an incredibly diverse background with people who 
would have never stepped foot in a football ground before that and it could be 
really transformative.  

“We’d love as many clubs as possible to get involved. ”  

Jon Couch  









Loris Marcimain 
Daniel Blackman 
Chris Crook 
Luke Andrews 
Marlon Burton 
Kienan Malone 
Harry Bonner 
Jake Kissiedu 
Mathieu Racine 
Joseph Grossie 
Jacon Troughton-Smith 
Stephen Amadi 
Kieran Floyd 
Patrick Tshikala 
Ferrell Charles 
Javin Dougan 
Joe Hankins 
Adam Hughes 
Jordan Mongey 
Dario Borval 
Tshibuyi Nyembwe 

RISBOROUGH 
RANGERS 

CRAWLEY 
GREEN 

Assistant Referees 
Michael Heavey 

Tom Evans 

Referee 
Neo Neophytou   

  1. Jack Brooker  
  2. Bertie Squires-Adams 
  3. Lewis Patrick 
  4. Joel Read   
  5. Josh Urquhart 
  6. Alex Kedzierski 
  7. Adam Morris 
  8. Asher Yearwood 
  9. Liam Enver-Marum 
10. Marcus Wyllie 
11. Sean Coles 
12. Josh Fox 
14. Laurence Clark 
15. Sam Pekun 
16. Ben Sturgess 
17. Aaron Jewell 
18. Gavin James 
19. Kieron Schmidt 
20. Justin Gordon 
21. Evans Lamboh 
22. Bailey Osborne 
23. Alex Sethi 
  

Manager:                             Mark Eaton 
Assistant:                            Jon Franklin 
Coach:                                        Alex Sethi 
Physio                         Harry Thurkettle 

Manager:                      Paul Blackman               
Assistant:                               
Coach:                              Matt Harding               
Physio:                         Leonna Quinlan 


