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I would like to welcome everyone to the B.E.P Stadium to-
day for the much anticipated game against Leighton Town.  

 

This is of course a rearranged fixture from the wash out in January hopefully the 
weather late in March will be kinder today. We played Leighton in our first fixture at 
step 5 which was a pretty baptism of fire as Leighton were many peoples title fa-
vourites when we kicked off the season. Getting a draw that day and the quality of 
our performance gave us confidence we could live in that company and we have 
been pretty consistent ever since.  

 

We are under no illusion that our opponents are a very strong team and we need to 
be at our very best to get the result we need.  

 

We of course had the potential disruption of Paul Bonham leaving us for our oppo-
nents mid season to take over as manager, Paul had made a big contribution to our 
previous success and we was an integral part of my management team so it's a 
credit to the players that the impact this caused was minimal. Unfortunately now 
Paul has had to undergo back surgery and departed Leighton, I am sure everyone at 
Risborough wishes him the best with his recovery.  

 

After the surprising poor performance last Saturday against Crawley Green we 
showed the mental strength and character in this group against Harpenden Tuesday 
night. We were excellent from start to finish and we know that is this is the stand-
ard we need to reach as the season reaches it's climax.  

 

These next 6 weeks are going to be exciting for everyone, with the league and cup 
competitions still to play for every game is going to be crucial. We have a special 
group of players here who I have great faith in, strap in and get behind them now 
more than ever before it's going to be a great ride.  

 

Enjoy the game today  

Mark  

FROM THE MANAGERS OFFICE 
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LEIGHTON TOWN - CLUB HISTORY 

Leighton Town, who were known as Leighton United between 1922 and 1963, were formed in 1885. 
They were mainly involved in local leagues until the outbreak of the Great War and were winners of 
the Leighton and District League on several occasions. 
 
Leighton were one of the original members of the South Midland League in 1922 – which at the time 
was known as the Bedfordshire County League. They were also members of the Spartan League be-
tween 1922-23 and 1951-52, but their only successes being the Spartan League Division 2 title in 1923-
24 and 1927-28. They were Bedfordshire Senior Cup winners in 1926-27. 
 
In 1952, they became a founder member of the Hellenic League, but after two disappointing seasons, 
moved to the South Midlands League. In 1965-66 season however, the Premier Championship sat in 
the Leighton Town Boardroom. The club then rejoined the Spartan League in 1967-68. 
 
Leighton proceeded to consolidate their League success by winning the Bedfordshire Senior Cup for 
three successive seasons in 1968, 1969 and 1970. Unfortunately, some of the successful players moved 
on to other clubs, and Leighton’s fortunes again declined. A move to the United Counties League 
proved disastrous and after just two seasons, the club re-joined the South Midlands League.                                     
During the ‘70’s and ‘80’s, Leighton were unable to capture the success of the ‘60’s.  
 
In 1990-91 the First Team won the South Midlands League Challenge Trophy and the O’Brien’s Premier 
Division Cup, both for the first time in the club’s history. 
 
The 1991-92 season was one of the club’s best. The South Midlands Premier Division title, which had 
eluded the club for so long, was won, and with it a place in the Isthmian League. 
 
1992-93 saw the Club’s success continue when they won the Bedfordshire Senior Cup for the first time 
since 1970. The Club missed out on promotion in their first Isthmian League season by just a single 
point but the Youth Team retained the County Cup.  
 
1995-96 saw the First Team win promotion to Division 2 of the Isthmian League, whilst at the same 
time retaining the Buckingham Charity Cup.  
 
In the 1996-97 season, Leighton won the Isthmian League Associated Members Trophy for the first 
time.  1998-99 saw the return of the Associated Members Trophy and the Buckingham Charity Cup.  
 
Season 2003-04 Leighton  won the Ryman Isthmian Second Division title. They were also named Ryman 
Division Two Team of the Year, and Paul Burgess was awarded Manager of the Year. They also reached 
the Fifth round of the FA Vase, and the final of the Beds Senior Cup, before losing to Andover and 
Arlesey Town respectively.  
 
The 2004-05 season saw the club placed in The Southern League East Division and finished in a credita-
ble tenth place. They also won the Buckinghamshire Charity Cup. The Reserves won the Bedfordshire 
Intermediate Cup and the U18’s won the SCYFL League Shield.  
 
The 2005-06 Season saw the Club progress again, improving on the year before, as they finished 8th in 
The Southern League Western Division. After a poor start, League results improved and the side only 



LEIGHTON TOWN - CLUB HISTORY 

suffered four defeats from the start of November until the end of March, a play-off place just eluding 
them. 
 
After three excellent victories interest in the FA. Trophy competition ended with a single goal defeat to 
eventual semi-finalists, Borehamwood. The Club also reached the Beds Senior Cup Final, but sadly they 
again finished as Runners Up.     
 
The Club were relocated to the Southern League Midland Division for 06-07 season but only one 
League win in the first six games and early exits in the two FA Competitions cost Paul Burgess his job in 
September. He was replaced by former Wycombe Wanderers professional Keith Scott, results did im-
prove but it was a disappointing season, although Town did win the Bucks Senior Charity Cup.     
 
The 2007-08 started brightly with the first League defeat not coming until mid-October. Three wins in 
the FA Cup saw the Club reach the 4th Qualifying Round for the first time in it’s history. A 3-0 defeat to 
Conference South, Havant and Waterlooville finally ended the run. Keith Scott then left in December 
to join Windsor and Eton. In January 2008, Assistant Manager Sean Downey was appointed as First 
Team Manager and did a splendid job as the Club ended their League season in 9th place, winning the 
Bucks Charity Cup and reaching the final of the Beds Senior Cup once more.  
 
The 2008-09 Season the First Team finished 8th in the Southern League, Midland Division, achieving 
their highest points total to date at that level.   
 
The 2009-10 season saw Leighton once again finish in the top half of the table, when they finished in 
9th place and they also lost the Bedfordshire Senior Cup Final to Southern League rivals, Arlesey Town 
after penalties. 
 
Season 2010-11, saw Town finish in 7th place in the League, gaining 69 points, their best performance 
since joining the Southern Football League. 
 
The 2011-12 a poor season saw Leighton finish in their lowest position for several years. 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                             
2012-13 was also very disappointing for the First Team as they finished in 20th place.   
 
2015-16 After 3 disappointing seasons  Leighton finished the season in the bottom two of the Southern 
League Central Division and were relegated to the Spartan South Midlands League where they had last 
played in the 1991-92 season.   
 
2016-17 This was a disappointing season with the club struggling for much of the time after yet anoth-
er Managerial Change.  Things did pick up towards the end of the season and we eventually finished in 
16th place.   
 
2017-18   The club retained Scott Reynolds as Manager and finished 4th in the League and reached the 
Quarter Finals of the FA Vase.   Gates improved and it was our best season for about 8 years,  
 
2018-19   Manager, Scott Reynolds resigned in the close season and Danny Nicholls was appointed as 
Manager but left in October due to work commitments. The Club then appointed Joe Sweeney and 





Paul Copson, who had previously won the Premier division title with London Colney as their new Man-
agement Team. They steadied the ship and we finished in mid table.  
 
2019-20 Was a good season for the Club as we again reached the Quarter Final of the FA Vase and 
after a slow start in the League the team started to find some good form as we slowly climbed up the 
table.  The team were also awarded the Team of the Month twice.  
 
2020-21 Town  for the third time in 4 seasons reached the Quarter Final of the FA Vase but sadly lost 
out to 2 late penalties. An indifferent start in the League meant we could not quite gain the points 
needed to gain promotion in a Covid affected season. 
 
2021-22 Leighton are hoping to be challenging at the top end of the table but we are well aware that 
this is a difficult Division and several other strong teams will be competing to finish in the top 2 places. 
.              
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CLUB HONOURS  

HERTS SENIOR COUNTY PREMIER DIVISION  
Runners Up 2018/19  
 
HERTS SENIOR COUNTY AUBREY CUP  
Winners 2018/19 
 
FA SUNDAY NATIONAL CUP  
Winners 2015-16  
Runners-up 2016-17  
 
KOPA LEAGUE FIRST DIVISION  
Winners 2017/18, 2016/17, 2015/16, 2014/15, 2012/13, 2011/12, 2010/11, 2008/9, 
2000/2001, 1999//2000, 1993/94, 1984/85  
Runners-up 2009/10, 2001/02, 1998/99, 1995/96, 1991/92, 1988/89  
 
KOPA LEAGUE CHALLENGE CUP  
Winners 2017/18, 2016/17, 2013/14, 1995/96, 1994/95, 1987/88  
Runners-up 2009/10, 2005/06, 2002/03, 1996/97, 1991/92, 1988/89  
 
KOPA LEAGUE FIRST DIVISION CUP 
Winners 2017/18, 2016/17, 2013/14, 2005/06, 1995/96, 1994/95, 1987/88  
Runners-up 2009/10, 2002/03, 1996/97, 1991/92, 1988/89 
 
LONDON FA SUNDAY CHALLENGE CUP  
Winners 2017/18, 2016/17, 2014/15, 2013/14, 2010/11, 2009/10, 2007/8, 1981/32 





FIRST TEAM FIXTURES & RESULTS 



Good afternoon all and welcome to the players, officials and support-
ers of Leighton Town FC for today’s league fixture.   

As expected, Leighton were the early pace setters in the league and, 
despite slipping a little they are still very handily placed for a stab at 
promotion, and with a very good squad at their disposal, they will be 
difficult to beat.  Leighton are far and away the best supported side in 
the league with attendances of 300 to 400 regular occurrences at their 
Bell Close ground and few could argue that with that kind of support 
they should be playing at a higher level.  Their support is not limited to 
home games either, with a good following at away games too, hence 

why we have put in special parking measures for today’s game.  Here at the Club we would appreciate 
it if all of those in attendance are patient when waiting to be served in the bar, tea bar or waiting to 
use the toilet facilities.   

After the disappointment of last Saturday’s draw against bottom of the table Crawley Green (who fully 
deserved their point, by the way) it was really important that we bounced back quickly, and the lads 
did just that with a fine win away at Harpenden Town last Tuesday night.  The two-nil scoreline 
flattered our opponents to be truthful, as Rangers squandered some excellent chances in the second 
half.  Two first half goals from Sean Coles were enough however, to see us through.  It was a very good 
all round team performance against difficult opponents and the lads showed some real steel on the 
night.   

Over the time I have been writing this column I have covered a variety of topics, mostly about football 
and occasionally some with a tenuous link to football.  Much of my subjects involve football in bygone 
days.  Many are about my bygone days, and it would be fair to say that I am obsessed with football in 
England, league and non-league, during the 1960’s and 70’s, which were my formative years, playing 
and watching.   I occasionally write about the modern game, my pet hate being the Premiership and 
the demise of the wonderful old FA Cup.  One thing I don’t think I’ve ever done before however, is a 
book review.  And I’m not sure if what follows even qualifies as a book review but here goes:  If you 
are a football fan (and I assume you are or you wouldn’t be reading this, would you?) then you really 
have to read ‘My Father and Other Working Class Heroes’ by Gary Imlach.  Gary is a well known jour-
nalist and TV sports presenter, presenting, among other things Channel 4’s American Football and Le 
Tour De France.  Anyway, Gary is the son of former professional footballer and Scottish international, 
Stewart Imlach.  The book is about his father, a journeyman footballer, and indeed Gary’s quest to 
really get to know him and learn about his life.  I won’t go into too much detail about the personal 
quest by Gary, although it is very moving and rewarding.  What interested me was the normality of life 
for a professional footballer in the 50’s and 60’s as compared with that of today’s well paid super-
stars.  Stewart Imlach was born into a family of fishermen and grew up in Lossiemouth, Scotland.  He 
first played semi-professional for Lossimouth FC in the Highland League whilst working as a carpenter, 
before being spotted at the age of twenty by a scout for Bury, who signed him for £150 in 1952.   He 
went on to play 426 football league games for Bury, Derby County, Nottingham Forest, Luton Town, 
Coventry City and Crystal Palace, scoring 75 league goals from the left wing.  In 1959 he was a member 
of the Forest team that beat Luton Town in the FA Cup Final, providing the cross for Roy Dwight to 
score the first of Forest’s goals.  Incidentally, Dwight was the cousin of one Reg Dwight, later to be-
come Sir Elton John, but that’s another story.  After hanging up his boots, Imlach went into coaching 
where he worked at Notts County, Blackpool, Bury and Everton during a period when the ‘Toffees’ 
won the League title and the League Cup.  Imlach also played four times for Scotland, against Hungary, 
Poland, Yugoslavia and France, the latter two in the World Cup Finals of 1958 held in Swe-
den.  Strangely, at that time Scotland only awarded caps for games played in the old Home Interna-
tionals (remember them?).  Probably to save money?  We are talking about Scotland here.  Anyway, in 
2006 after a campaign by Gary Imlach, Stewart, along with other players from that era, were finally 



rewarded with caps for the games they played.  All  that I have told you of Stewart Imlach’s playing 
career is pretty standard and can be looked up anywhere, but the beauty of this book is the description 
of the life that footballers of the era led.  There were none of the fast cars and big pay packets that you 
hear of today.  Stewart Imlach travelled to Forest games on the bus, with the fans.  The only difference 
was he entered the City Ground through the players entrance as they disappeared through the turn-
stiles.  He lived, mostly, in houses owned by the clubs he played for, among the fans, none of the gated 
estates with security cameras, and if a manager decided to bomb you out, you left the house too, 
young family or not.  The contracts that tied players to clubs on a minimum wage favoured the clubs 
and their owners and players could be dumped just like that.  Dodgy Chairmen abounded, as did 
‘brown paper bags’.  One of the quirky little things that struck a chord was reading how, to supplement 
his earnings in summer, when his contract at Forest only paid half pay, Stewart could be found just 
across the river at Notts County’s Meadow Lane ground, working as a carpenter on the new stand!  I 
guess that, as book reviews go, this is more of a recommendation; so, I suggest you get on to Amazon 
and order it now. It really is a fabulous read.            

Anyway, enjoy the game and see you in the ATW Bar after the game.                                                      RR          
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TODAY’S FIXTURES 
 

Ardley United v Hadley 

Broadfields United v Baldock Town 

Harefield United v Milton Keynes Irish 

Harpenden Town v Tring Athletic  

Leverstock Green v Flackwell Heath 

London Colney v Crawley Green 

New Salamis v Dunstable Town 

Oxhey Jets v Holmer Green 

Risborough Rangers v Leighton Town 
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PLAYER SPONSORSHIP 2021/22 

Player Sponsorship for the 2021/22 season is now available. If you would like to sponsor your favourite player with acknowledgement in 

the matchday programme and on the club website. The cost of this is £100. If you are interested and want further information please 

contact Andy Woodward on 07713309669 or drop him an email at andywoodward9@sky.com 



 

 

 

WE HAD a bit of a novelty for last Sunday’s NLP – for the first time since 2019, we were 
able to feature a team from outside of the National League celebrating a title. 

For those who missed it, Macclesfield FC – formed from the ashes of Macclesfield Town – 
have won the North West Counties League Premier Division title at the first time of asking 
and booked their place at Step 4 next season. 

Over the coming weeks there will be plenty more promotion celebrations across the country 
and, of course, some less exuberant scenes that follow relegation.  

Promotion and relegation is vital to the flow of the National League System and it’s so good 
to have it back again. There were times this season where we perhaps feared we could be 
heading for a third disrupted campaign. But thankfully that hasn’t materialised and we’re 
now on the home straight. 

Last summer there was some movement in the NLS with the elevation of clubs to help re-
shape the Pyramid – everyone will be glad to see it happen on the pitch this season.  

It’s been two years since the final round of games of 2019-20 before the country went into 
lockdown and the season was halted. Flicking back through that edition of The NLP, there is 
a strong sense everyone knew what was coming – albeit perhaps not to the extent it turned 
out to be. But among the worry and fears of Covid, there were still the words and pictures of 
teams striving to get over the line. All in vain. That won’t be the case this time. 

So Macc are up and there will be more soon. Banbury United and Bracknell Town to name 
two are inching closer to the finish line, as are Worthing in the Isthmian Premier.  

Other promotion races look set to go down to the wire with a chunk of points still to play for 
deciding who will be crowned champions and who will reach the play-offs.  

At the other end of the tables there is going to be some real intrigue with the Inter-Step play
-offs that will see runners-up at Step 5 get a shot at promotion in one-off games against Step 
4 strugglers.  

It’s a new element to add to the season and we’ll all watch with interest as to how it pans 
out and how fans take to the format. 

The last two years has seen a Non-League emerge from the pandemic with real credit. 
Crowds are booming at all levels, many people seem to have been awakened to this level of 
the game and the appetite for local football growing. 

Non-League Day on Saturday, March 26 will be the perfect celebration of everything we love 
about Non-League football. 

And it will also be another crucial weekend in the ebb and flow of a football season. It’s 
great to have it all to look forward to again.  

 

Matthew Badcock 
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Josh Hatton 
Asnton Campbell 
Finlay Peart 
James Towell 
George Kerr 
Jervon Campbell 
Freddie Heaps 
  

RISBOROUGH 
RANGERS 

LEIGHTON 

TOWN 

Assistant Referees 
Andy Barrett 

Luke Gibbs 

Referee 
Andreas Anastasiou   

  1. Jack Brooker  
  2. Bertie Squires-Adams 
  3. Lewis Patrick 
  4. Joel Read   
  5. Josh Urquhart 
  6. Alex Kedzierski 
  7. Adam Morris 
  8. Asher Yearwood 
  9. Liam Enver-Marum 
10. Marcus Wyllie 
11. Sean Coles 
12. Josh Fox 
14. Laurence Clark 
15. Sam Pekun 
16. Ben Sturgess 
17. Aaron Jewell 
18. Gavin James 
19. Kieron Schmidt 
20. Justin Gordon 
21. Evans Lamboh 
22. Bailey Osborne 
23. Alex Sethi 
  

Manager:                             Mark Eaton 
Assistant:                            Jon Franklin 
Coach:                                        Alex Sethi 
Physio                         Harry Thurkettle 

manager:                             James Heeps          
Coaches:                             Enzo Sivestri 

                                             Sam Pateman                
Physio:                            Lorraine Smith       


