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Welcome to another night under the lights at the B.E.P as 

we welcome London Colney. Our visitors have had some 

turbulence over the past month with a managerial change 

but that can mean unpredictability so we take nothing for granted.  

 

In my last programme notes I said I wanted to get some momentum and rhythm 

into our game and I think we achieved this with our last two games with two excel-

lent performances against Long Crendon and Arlesey Town. The first was a demon-

stration of how we can play on a good surface, the second our mental toughness 

away from home against an experienced side.  

 

Our squad is looking strong even with a suspensions and injury's I was delighted 

that Alex Sethi is back in a Risborough shirt, Alex has done a stellar job in the dugout 

and now I am positive will impact our run in on the pitch, it;s like having another 

new great signing.  

 

The other really positive was Bailey getting his first senior goal, nothing phases this 

young man and I believe it will be the first of many. I hope this will no open up the 

pathway to follow where Lewis and Bailey now are as valuable members of the first 

team squad.  

 

There's a good energy and determination in our group, we still have a long way to 

go and we know how big the challenges are including tonight but that's what gets 

me really motivated and loving every moment of the season so far.  

 

Enjoy the game  

 

Mark  

FROM THE MANAGERS OFFICE 
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LONDON COLNEY - CLUB HISTORY 

London Colney Football Club was formed in 1907, playing at Whitehorse Lane until moving to its present 
ground at Cotlandswick, London Colney in 1976. The Club played in the Mid Herts League until the mid-fifties, 
when it joined the Herts County League. The Club has enjoyed many such-cesses over the years with the 1st 
team winning the Premier Division League 3 times between 1986 and 1990, and the reserves winning the 
Reserve Division 4 times between 1987 and 1992. In 1992 the Club moved to the South Midlands League 
where in the first season the 1st Team became runners up in the Senior Division and the Reserves won the 
Division 1 Reserves section. Further successes came between 1993 and 1998 with the 1st Team winning The 
O, Brian Butcher Challenge Cup, The Herts Charity Shield, The Herts Centenary Trophy, The Premier Division 
Cup, and gaining promotion to the Premier Division. The Reserves also did well during this time and in 1998 
won The Reserves Challenge Trophy. In the 1998/99 season, the South Midlands League amalgamated with 
the Spartan League to form the Minerva Spartan South Midlands League and London Colney finished 3rd in 
the Premier Division. The Blue Boys had the title within their grasp after a brilliant 11 match winning streak 
between October and December and they remained in the top two throughout the final weeks of the season 
only to be pipped at the post on the final day of the season by Barkingside and Potters Bar Town. This disap-
pointment was eased a few days later when they beat Hoddesdon Town 1-0 to win the Herts Charity Shield. 
The Reserves had a brilliant season winning the Reserve League and the re-served cup comfortably. This was 
also the year that The Spartan South Midlands League Manage-ment committee made first Team Manager 
Mick Wright Manager of the Year for the 1998/99 sea-son. Midlands League Premier Division consolidating 
the improvement The 1999/2000 season saw Malcolm Doctor join Mick Wright as a joint manager of the 1st 
Team. They were finalists in both the Challenge Trophy and the Premier Division Cup only being beaten in 
penalty shoot outs in both matches. This year London Colney was once again a competitor in the FA Vase and 
reached the last sixteen losing 4-3 to Eccles Hill United who travelled from Yorkshire for the match. The 
2000/2001 season saw the 1st Team finishing runners up in the League. The reserves finished a creditable 6th 
in the reserve division. In the 2001/2002 season, London Colney saw its greatest successes yet with the 1st 
Team winning the League with a ten-point difference as the highest in the league's history. We lost only two 
games; scored a massive 119 goals; had a goal difference of 87 after going unbeaten for the first 27 league 
games. We went top after just three games and maintained domination apart from a few days in December, 
won 28 of our 38 games, and provided the leagues leading scorer through Gary Sippetts who bagged an in-
credible 45 strikes. London Colney were also runners up in the Herts Senior Trophy, the only team in the 
league to ever reach that position, only narrowly losing to Borehamwood 3-2 in a very hard-fought match. We 
also won the Challenge Trophy and were semi finalists in the Premier Division Cup. These achievements were 
rewarded with our Managers, Malcolm Doctor and Mick Wright being awarded the Managers of the Year 
Trophy. The 2002/03 season what a difference a year makes whilst not expecting the same successes as the 
previous season the loss of many of our players to other clubs meant a disastrous start to the season. We then 
lost Malcolm Doctor who resigned early in the season. However thanks to John Templeton stepping 
into the breach to join Mick we managed to finish the season a creditable 6th in the league. 
Our reserves were an academy side and whilst their footballing skills were undisputed and 
they won the league and were finalists in the reserved cup, they contributed little to the well
-being and spirit of London Colney Football Club. 2003/04 season saw several of our players 
returning to the club and with an optimistic outlook and a great deal of enthusiasm. The first 
team management remained the same with Mick Wright and John Templeton at the helm. 



LONDON COLNEY - CLUB HISTORY 

The reserves have revert-ed to a normal club side with Ray Flanagan and Alan Connell in charge. The 
first team finished 6th in the league and were finalists in the Challenge Trophy losing to Brook House 
on penalties after extra time. The reserves finished in the bottom half of the reserve division, which 
was commend-able as it was the first season with Ray and Alan in charge. 2004/05 saw Mick Wright 
stepping down as Manager leaving John Templeton in sole charge. After a very good start, when we 
won 7 league games in a row, we seemed to lose our way and finished a disappointing 11th in the 
league. However, we faired better in the Challenge Trophy and were finalists but were well beaten by 
Hillingdon Borough 4-1 on the night. The Reserves finished in the lower half of the table in the Reserve 
Division 2005/06 season saw a new Management Team of Nigel Tester, Kevin Bland, and Vince Buck 
without much success with the 1st Team finishing 14th in the league but having a good FA Vase Cup 
run. The reserves finished third under the management of Mark Tyrell and Gary Barber. 2006/2007 
We started the season with a new management team but it was decided that for the long term good 
of the club we would have to part company with the new manager before the end of the season. The 
1st team fin-shed mid-table and had an early exit in all major cup competitions. In contrast, the Re-
serves, under the guidance of Manager Mark Tyrrell, had a brilliant season by winning the league on 
the last game of the season and also winning the Reserve Challenge Cup beating WGC Reserves from a 
division above. They were also the losing finalists in the Herts Intermediate Cup. 2007/2008 London 
Colney FC Centenary Year. Saw the club relegated from the Premier League for the first time we now 
start the next century of the club trying to get back to Premier SSMFL Premier status. 2008/2009 saw 
additional committee members joining a new management team of Julian Robinson as Manager with 
Frank Patrick as his assistant with most of the young squad retained with a couple of new faces to 
begin the season in Division One and begin a period of stability with steady consolidation of a club that 
had shared it near past of tur-moil with near extinction a possibility. 2009/10 After what seemed an 
endless season due to fix-ture congestion and the weather being so inclement the club had a tremen-
dous campaign, albeit after the disappointment of losing out by 1 point for one of the promotion plac-
es leaving everyone at the club deflated for a while until we reflected on two cup final victories and 
one losing 9-10 on pens in the other. The first team with a third-place finish in the SSML Div One good 
cup runs in the FA and Vase competitions, the reserves having a tremendous season finishing second 
in Div Two, The A team won the Bingham Cup and finished runners up in the other cup final and finally 
the U18 winning the league and cup double. 2010/11 A management team of Dave Townsend and 
Frank Patrick were quickly invited into the hot seat following the departure of J 
Julian Robinson to Tring Athletic to try and stabilize the club once more and push for honours, follow-
ing early disappointing results the team was unable to reach the promotion spots to remain in the 
division although a Hertfordshire Charity Shield Final saw the Blueboys lose against Premier side Lever-
stock Green. 2011/12 Following the disappointment of staying in Division One a new management 
team of Ryan Thompson, Chris Day, and Tony Kavanagh were brought in to bring fresh impetus into 
the club after Dave Townsend stepped down to be-come a reserve team manager due to his heavy 
work commitments together with his impending marriage. The season went from strength to strength 
with promotion to the premier division gained by a record 15 points with top scorer Matty Newman 
hitting the 50 goal mark over all competitions, with the young reserve side finishing a creditable mid-
table. Season 2012/13 saw the side finish 7th in the Spartan under Ryan Thompson's guidance this 
after a season of un-precedented injuries leaving the squad sadly depleted of up to 10 first-team play-
ers for most of the season. Season 2013/14 Saw the side again finish 7th in the Spartan Midlands 
League Premier Division in what would be Ryan Thompsons last season as manager. After a slow start, 

the team had a good middle and end to the campaign climbing up the table in the process. Matt New-
man also departed scoring 32 goals in his final ulian Robinson to Tring Athletic to try and stabilize the 
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club once more and push for honours, following early disappointing results the team was unable to 
reach the promotion spots to remain in the division although a Hertfordshire Charity Shield Final saw 
the Blueboys lose against Premier side Leverstock Green. 2011/12 Following the disappointment of 
staying in Division One a new management team of Ryan Thompson, Chris Day, and Tony Kavanagh 
were brought in to bring fresh impetus into the club after Dave Townsend stepped down to be-come a 
reserve team manager due to his heavy work commitments together with his impending marriage. The 
season went from strength to strength with promotion to the premier division gained by a record 15 
points with top scorer Matty Newman hitting the 50 goal mark over all competitions, with the young 
reserve side finishing a creditable mid-table. Season 2012/13 saw the side finish 7th in the Spartan 
under Ryan Thompson's guidance this after a season of un-precedented injuries leaving the squad sad-
ly depleted of up to 10 first-team players for most of the season. Season 2013/14 Saw the side again 
finish 7th in the Spartan Midlands League Premier Division in what would be Ryan Thompsons last 
season as manager. After a slow start, the team had a good middle and end to the campaign climbing 
up the table in the process. Matt Newman also departed scoring 32 goals in his final season with the 
Blueboys, backed up well by Martin Collins with 17 goals. Season 2014/15 had seen the start of a new 
era with Jim Nicholls and his coaching staff at the helm. However, due to work commitments, Jim be-
came Chairman and Ryan Thompson came back as first-team manager. The club went on a remarkable 
unbeaten streak during the second half of the season, narrowly missing out on the title by finishing 
second to Kings Langley. Season 2016/17 saw the club bring in Joe Sweeney and his team from 
Chesham. An excellent start to the season meant that the Blueboys went straight to the top of the 
table, and remained there until the end of the season becoming the Spartan Premier Division champi-
ons. The Reserve team also won the Suburban league table to make it a double to remember. The 
powers that be decided to refuse promotion to the Ryman’s League Division 1 which meant 2nd place 
Hertford Town gained promotion instead. Manager Joe Sweeney and almost all the promotion-winning 
squad left the club after this decision for pastures new. The board also decided they no longer wanted 
to carry on running the club so unless a new board could be found quickly the club would fold with 
immediate effect. Season 2017/18 saw a new consortium headed up by Chairman Gareth Davies along 
with former Peterborough, Watford and Birmingham City forward Ken Charlery agreeing to be-come 
the new custodians of the club which was perilously close to folding. The season started brightly with 
the Blueboys top of the league after the first 6 games which were a remarkable achievement consider-
ing the club had no players with less than 4 weeks to go until the season started. With a very young 
inexperienced squad (no less than nine under 19s) the early pace could not be maintained and the club 
finished the season in 13th place while also reaching the semi-final of the League cup before going out 
to Risborough Rangers  







FIRST TEAM FIXTURES & RESULTS 



Good evening all and welcome to the players, officials and supporters of London 
Colney FC for tonight’s league fixture.  Since our last home fixture, the scoreless 
draw against Hadley, we have won four-nil in the League Challenge Trophy at 
Long Crendon and followed this up with a good three-nil league win at Arlesey 
Town.  Both were convincing victories, yet both games were very different.  The 
game against Long Crendon, played on the 4G surface at Oxford City, was a mas-
terclass in football, as Rangers put on a scintillating display at a pace that our 

hosts struggled to compete with.  Saturday’s visit to Arlesey was no less dominant in many ways, but 
with the difficult surface, it was never going to reach the heights of the previous game.  However, as so 
often before, the lads adapted to the conditions and ran out comfortable winners.  One of the 
strengths of this team is their ability to change their game to suit most given situations, as seen against 
Hadley following Sean Coles’ sending off.  Despite only drawing, the performance against high flying 
Hadley was as good a performance seen from Rangers, who had the better of the chances through-
out.  Tonight’s opponents will no doubt be determined to make amends for our win at London Colney 
early on in the season and Rangers will have to find a way, yet again, if they are to take the three 
points. 

Tonight it may surprise you that I am not going to delve into the past, just for a change.  No, tonight I 
am going to talk about what appears to me to be a relatively modern phenomenon; goalkeeping hero-
ics, or the lack of, during penalty shoot-outs.  Obviously I am not a fan of penalty shoot-outs.  Well, you 
probably knew that, didn’t you.  I grew up in an era of replays; extra time and replays.  Even cup finals 
went to replays, after extra time, of course.  Then, if after extra time the scores were still level, replays 
had replays, over and over again if necessary.  The most replays ever in an FA Cup tie was in a fourth 
qualifying round match between Alvechurch and Oxford City in 1971.  After drawing the first game the 
two teams played each a further five times before Alvechurch finally went through to the first round 
proper where they lost to the then league side, Aldershot.  In 1980 Arsenal faced Liverpool in the semi-
final and it took four games to decide who would be going to Wembley (semi-finals were not played at 
Wembley back then, and quite right too!).  Arsenal beat Liverpool in the third replay thanks to a goal 
by Brian Talbot at Coventry City’s Highfield Road ground.  Back then the first replay was played at the 
home ground of the original away team and this included extra time although there was no extra time 
in the first match.  In the event of another draw, all subsequent replays were then played at neutral 
venues.  The last FA Cup final to go to a replay was in 1993 when Arsenal won two-one against 
Sheffield Wednesday after drawing 1-1 in the first game.  Both matches were played at Wembley, alt-
hough that wasn’t always the case and once upon a time even cup final replays were played at another 
venue.  The first penalty shoot-out in the English professional game was used to settle a Hull City ver-
sus Manchester United Watney Cup semi-final in 1970 at Boothferry Park and was won by Unit-
ed.   Penalties were introduced to settle a tie in the FA Cup in 1991 and were used after the first re-
play.  The first team to suffer from it being Scunthorpe United, losing out to Rotherham United in the 
first round.    

Anyway, as I promised earlier, I’m not going to delve into the past today.  Er! Um, all right, not too 
much.  Where is all this leading I hear you ask.  Well, the last two penalty shoot-outs I have watched, 
both in televised games, have made me question the antics of goalkeepers.  I may have mentioned that 
I am not a fan of the shoot-out and if I could have my way I would bring back the never ending re-
plays.  I think shoot-outs are unfair.  I recently watched the ridiculously named Caribou Cup Final (The 
Football League Cup for the purist) and it proved nothing.  Chelsea didn’t deserve to lose anymore than 
Liverpool deserved to win.  But it was the performances of both goalkeepers that frustrated me.  Not 
one save from twenty penalties, and they weren’t even all good penalties!  Chelsea’s manager even 
thought it wise to bring on his reserve keeper for the penalties despite Mendy having a fabulous 
match.  Sod’s law told you that he would be the poor bloke to blast the final kick over the bar.  Recent-



ly I watched the FA Cup tie at Old Trafford between Manchester United and Middlesbrough (another 
embarrassing performance from the so called biggest club in the world), where Middlesbrough went 
through on penalties.  Once again neither keeper made a save.  You wouldn’t have thought it however, 
the way the ‘Boro keeper celebrated as though he’d saved them all.  Don’t tell me, he willed the fatal 
shot over the crossbar.  And I have a theory about why keepers are so useless in the shoot-outs.  First-
ly, they dive too soon, trying to guess where the taker is going to put it.  Secondly, there is too much 
jumping up and down or side-stepping along the line, waving arms, trying to ‘out psych’ the kicker, 
instead of just concentrating on saving the bloody thing after he kicks it.  The thing is, they actually 
have the least amount of pressure than anyone else involved.  They are not expected to save them, 
poor things, and if they do they are a hero.  Even if they don’t save it and the kicker misses the target, 
they are still treated as heroes.  It makes me cross!                         

Anyway, did I mention that I’m not a fan of the penalty shoot-out.  Enjoy the game and see you in the 
ATW Bar after the game.                                                                                                                                RR         





Plenty of talent on show for Rangers   

against Long Crendon 

Bailey Osborne 

Lewis Patrick 

Evans Lamboh 

&  

Gavin James 

LONG CRENDON 

0 

RISBOROURGH RANGERS 

4 
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PREMIER DIVISION 

TONIGHT’S FIXTURES 

Risborough Rangers v London Colney 

SATURDAY’S FIXTURES 

Arlesey Town v Ardley United 

Aylesbury Vale Dynamos v Oxhey Jets 

Broadfields United v Risborough Rangers 

Crawley Green v Flackwell Heath 

Dunstable Town v London Colney 

Harefield United v Hadley 

Leighton Town v Tring Athletic 

Leverstock Green v Milton Keynes Irish 

New Salamis v Holmer Green 
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PLAYER SPONSORSHIP 2021/22 

Player Sponsorship for the 2021/22 season is now available. If you would like to sponsor your favourite player with acknowledgement in 

the matchday programme and on the club website. The cost of this is £100. If you are interested and want further information please 

contact Andy Woodward on 07713309669 or drop him an email at andywoodward9@sky.com 



STORMS Dudley, Eunice and Franklin 
may have proved profitable for, say, 
fencers or roofers but certainly not for 
cash-strapped Non-League football 
clubs.  

Five full days of heavy rain, high winds and even snow left Britain battered and bruised 
last week with a trial of destruction in its wake. Naturally, the fixture list was decimated 
up and down the country, while some clubs were left counting the cost of extensive 
damage caused to grounds and clubhouses. Perhaps the hardest hit, once again, were 
Tadcaster Albion. For the fourth time in seven years, the adjacent River Wharfe burst its 
banks with such ferocity that it took down most of the steel barrier on the far side of the 
Brewers’ Ings Lane ground, opening the floodgates for around 1.5 metres of water. This 
comes as a huge kick in the teeth for the North Yorkshire club who have played an inte-
gral part in the town ’s Tadcaster Flood Alleviation Scheme which was formed following 
the devastation of the floods in 2015. The clubhouse at Ings Lane was raised to prevent a 
repeat and that seemed to do the trick when floods struck again in 2020 and 2021. Not 
this time though with water ingress expected through the floorboards. As a result, Taddy 
are now back in limbo with the Environment Agency yet to sanction vital repair works 
before their next home game against Stocksbridge Park Steels on March 5.Another club 
who suffered a repeat deluge were Barton Rovers, who were hit by the effects of a major 
storm for the second time in five years. In February 2017, the Southern League Division 
One Central side ’s Sharpenhoe Road home was battered by Storm Doris which sent a 
floodlight pylon crashing through the main stand, leaving Barton with a £9,000 repair 
bill. Last Friday, Storm Eunice blew the stand down again along with the club ’s TV tower. 
It is estimated that repairs this time round could cost the club around £20,000.Basford 
United’s Greenwich Avenue stadium suffered extensive wind damage last Friday, leaving 
them with an estimated repair bill of £10,000. Stands and turnstiles were damaged, with 
one roof destroyed, while exterior fences came down and gas, electricity and water sup-
plies were disrupted. Perhaps the most harrowing sight of the weekend was the metal 
roof of the stand at Pagham FC being wrapped around a parked van in a nearby road 
with the entire structure ripped from its hinges. Trees at Egham Town ’s Runnymede Sta-
dium were felled and a stand destroyed, causing the postponement of their home game 
against Southall, while the away team ’s dugout at Hartley Wintney flipped over the pitch
-side hoardings and onto its roof as their Green Lane ground was also hit. Meanwhile, 
Potters Bar Town have set up a GoFundMe page in order to help the club meet ground 
grading regulations, following extensive storm damage. A similar fundraising effort in 
March 2019 raised £5,000 towards the £50,000 improvement costs as the club just about 
made the deadline to maintain their Step 3 status. But 70pmh winds on Friday blew one 
of the new stands completely on its back, causing much damage, as well as to the Water 
Irrigation Canons, the Home Dugout and a Storage Unit.  “Today, as a Community Club, 
we encourage the youth and contribute to the good health and comfort of those watch-
ing,” chairman Peter Waller said. “With more than 50 years at the club, we are devastat-
ed, after all the effort that went in three years ago. We can raise some of the cost, but 
we need to ask for help. Please support us if you can. ” All this acts as a timely reminder 
as to the challenges that exist when running a Non -League football club and just how 
vulnerable they can be. In times like this, communities are at their strongest, rallying 
together in support of a vital asset. It shows nothing should ever be taken for granted.  

Sam Emery  
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Assistant Referees 
Sophie Dennington 

John Wynne 

Referee 
Josh Burns 

  1. Jack Brooker  
  2. Bertie Squires-Adams 
  3. Lewis Patrick 
  4. Joel Read   
  5. Josh Urquhart 
  6. Alex Kedzierski 
  7. Adam Morris 
  8. Asher Yearwood 
  9. Liam Enver-Marum 
10. Marcus Wyllie 
11. Sean Coles 
12. Josh Fox 
14. Laurence Clark 
15. Sam Pekun 
16. Ben Sturgess 
17. Aaron Jewell 
18. Gavin James 
19. Kieron Schmidt 
20. Justin Gordon 
21. Evans Lamboh 
22. Bailey Osborne 
23. Alex Sethi 
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Assistant:                            Jon Franklin 
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