
For most members of Hertford RFC, from 
today’s perspective our tenure at Hoe 
Lane would seem to stretch back to our 
origins in 1932, but this is not so. Like 
many clubs our initial years were nomadic 
and it was only through the dedication of 
our founder members and those who 
followed on in the 1940’s,1950’s and 
1960’s that our club and our clubhouse 
became one of the pre-eminent clubs in 
Hertfordshire.

Acquiring a permanent headquarters was a 
major ambition of the Club from the outset 
but achieving this proved to be difficult.  In 
the first season in 1932, the School 
changing rooms and library were used.  For 
the following two years a pitch was used 
on Hartham Common with The Reindeer 
pub on Port Hill providing the changing and 
social facilities – tin baths, ham sandwiches 
and plenty of beer.  In 1935 the Club 
moved to Rye House and played on a 
coarse rugby pitch between the sewage 
works and the River Lea.  

Three years later, the Club was on the 
move again, this time to Ware Road, 
Hoddesdon.  While at Rye House, they had 
bought a pavilion for £30 and they were so 
proud of the structure that they transported 
it to the Ware Road site.  This year, of 
course was the last before the Second 
World War and 7 years later, when the war 
had finished,they discovered that the 
ground had been ploughed up and the 
pavilion sold for £25.  But, starting almost 

from scratch, the men of 1946 took up the 
challenge and after a prolonged search, the 
Club was given permission to create a pitch 
on Broxbourne Recreation Ground at the 
top of Station Road.

In the summer of 1948, the Club was told 
it would have to share its pitch with a 
soccer club.  Since there were now 3, 
sometimes 4 sides, this presented a real 
problem.  A further search resulted in a 
move down Station Road, past the Station 
to a nettle and tussock strewn pitch beside 
the River Lea, a pitch perhaps more suited 
to water polo than Rugby.

The social side of the game had been 
enjoyed at the New Inn (later called The 
Kingfisher and now converted to flats) by 
the Station, but the new ground was closer 
to The Crown in Old Nazeing Road and this 
hostelry was the base for the 48-49 
season.

The new ground was most unsatisfactory 
and a sub-committee was formed in 
January 1949 to look into the matter of 
buying a sports ground, and then it was 
discovered that there were 9 acres of land 
available in Hoe Lane, Ware.  Within a few 
months, and largely through the work of 
the Crook brothers, the site had been 
purchased from the McMullen family (the 
brewers) for £825.  At last the nomadic life 
(7 grounds in 10 years) was over.

Now in the summer of 1949 they had to 
turn Hoe Lane into a Rugby Club.  “Under 

50 YEARS OF THE CLUBHOUSE the guidance of relentless taskmasters, Dick 
and Roy Crook, volunteers worked like 
galley slaves, week in and week out.  They 
toiled and they sweated, they dug and they 
levelled.  They carted and they carried and, 
out of the numerous trenches and 
concrete, out of breeze blocks and timber, 
the hopes and dreams that the Club had 
cherished for so long materialised.”

This was in the shape of 2 huts (changing 
rooms and bar) erected at a cost of £550.  
A fire the following June undid much of 
their work causing £200 worth of damage, 
repaired by members.  In 1951 the 
Association launched an appeal for a 
memorial to Old Hertfordians killed in the 
War.  This raised £1,500 and in 1953 was 
used to build a brick pavilion across the 
front of the huts, dedicated to their 
memory. (The memorial plaque can be 
seen in the clubhouse to this day)  Hoe 
Lane was truly up and running.  

The period after 1953 saw a steady 
increase in the number of sides from five 
to seven/eight occasionally in the 1970s.  

In 1961 plans for a new clubhouse were 
announced and the members set about 
the task of fundraising.  Interest fee loans 

were encouraged and all kinds of other 
money-raising schemes have been used 
over the years.  With other rugby clubs we 
formed the Home Counties Sports 
Development Association and ran a weekly 
soccer lottery.  When this was wound up in 
1967 the Club introduced a 200 Club (£13 
a year with over a thousand pounds as 
prize money).  Eventually the 200 Club 
became a 300 Club and later a 400 Club.

All kinds of other fund raising schemes 
have been used with variable success – 
fetes and fairs (the Yogi Bear Fair on 
Hartham is especially memorable), 
barbecues, pig roasts, ox roasts, boxing 
evenings, race nights, raffles, prize draws, 
donkey derbies, waste paper collection, 
sponsored runs. Pub crawls and knit-ins.  
Much revenue has been raised by these 
events, but it must be added that, without 
the expertise, generosity and patience of 
the Crook Brothers, we would not be 

where we are today.

In the summer of 1966 the 
new Clubhouse was erected.  
Many tears were shed for 
the old Clubhouse with its 
magnificent brick fireplace.  
An unforgettable “Eve of 
Destruction” party took place 
on a Saturday evening in 
April, semi authorised 

destruction and vandalism.  This made the 
work of the demolition gang much easier.  
Unfortunately there was a game scheduled 
for the Sunday and it took place in spite of 
the previous night’s mayhem.  



In September 1967 the Club 
had a memorable opening 
week with a quality brochure, 
including articles from many 
leading national sports 
writers – Vivian Jenkins, Peter 
West, Henry Longhurst and 
even an article from 
Professor Stanley Unwin!  
Soon after the building of 
the Clubhouse, a caretaker’s bungalow 
miraculously appeared, the plans for which 
were rumoured to have been written on 
the back of one of Roy Crook’s cigarette 
packets.  Two years later there were squash 
courts and extra changing rooms.

It is now 50 years since the clubhouse was 
opened and it is pleasing to note that the 
club has not stood still and over this time, 
the club has expanded and redeveloped 
the clubhouse. Notably an extended 
changing room complex, an additional bar, 
floodlights, and the balcony stand as well 
as numerous internal refurbishments and 
changes. And after 68 years we have even 
widened the entrance drive! Even with all 
these modifications the growth of our sport, 
particularly with the Mini, Youth and Ladies 
Sections, has meant that we need to 

consider further expansion of the 
clubhouse facilities to meet growing 
demand. 

We have much to thank our forebears for. 
Through their enthusiasm and foresight we 
have the facilities to offer to boys, girls, 
men and ladies both young and old, the 

opportunity to play our wonderful game in 
safe and comfortable surroundings’. 

Dick Crook MBE Roy Crook




