Sutton steadfast in stalemate
to secure sensational survival
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SUTTON completed a mira-
culous escape from the drop by
picking up a point at play-off
bound Workington while re-
legation rivals Corby lost at

| Coalville.

The Royals have sat inside
the relegation zone for the ma-
jority of the season but
climbed out when it mattered,
on the final day of the season.

Reece Webb shows his delight as the rest of his Sutton teammates celebrate their survival in the background.

Sutton did temporarily
climb out of the bottom four a
couple of weeks ago but a
couple of Corby wins dumped

the Royals back into the

danger zone.

They went into the final
game knowing they needed to
better Corby’s result, with the
sides sitting level on points but
with the Northamptonshire
outfit having a much superior
goal difference.

And the Royals did just that,
grinding out a goalless draw at
a Workington side chasing
promotion, while ten-man

Corby collapsed 4-1 at a
Coalville side with- little to
play for.

Sutton were buoyed by the
news Corby had fallen 2-0 be-
hind inside the opening 20
minutes and defended with a
resoluteness that belied their
awful away record this season
— having won just two and lost
16 of their previous 22 games
on their travels.

They limited Workington to
precious few chances as Jack
Ryan’s shot was comfortably
saved by Royals keeper James
Wren, while James Earl fired

wide and Scott Allison drilled
over.

Sutton were understandably
reluctant to commit too many
men forward and their best
first-half chance came when
Josh Venney charged down a
clearance from Workington
keeper Aaran Taylor but the
ball rebounded to safety.

After the break, Sutton had .
a golden chance to ease their
nerves when Ryan Robbins
pounced on a slip from de-
fender Josh Calvert but with
only the keeper to beat, he
fired wide.

With news coming through
that Coalville were now 3-0 up
and Corby were down to ten
men, Sutton knew a point
would be enough for survival
and redoubled their rearguard
effort.

And they only endured one
real scare when Wren pro-
duced an excellent save to keep
out a Matty Douglas strike
that was heading for the bot-
tom corner.

The final whistle yielded
scenes of mass celebrations
from the visiting contingent
which continued on the team
coach on the way back to the
Midlands.




