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2024 PETER PULLIN TOURNAMENT

St Brendan’s Old Boys RFC first started 
in 1929, with players from St. Brendan’s 
College meeting once a week and starting 
what was to become a strong rugby 
community within Bristol. With a colourful 
and decorated history, St. Brendan’s 
RFC was a force to be reckoned with, 
particularly during the 1960s and 1970s, 
winning the coveted Bristol Combination 
Cup several times and boasting a rich 
history in producing several club and 
international players. 

In October 1971, St Brendan’s College 
played a match against an International 
XV, made up mainly of the British Lions, 
who had just returned from beating the  
All Blacks, and included that famous 
pairing of Gareth Edwards and Barry John. 
They beat the school 62 points to 35, but 
when you consider there were nine Lions 
and seven internationals in their side  
it wasn’t a bad result! 

Today we have great facilities at Coombe 
Dingle (University Sports Complex) and 
The Portway Rugby Development Centre 
which has an even wider availability of 
sport for our rugby playing and family 

community. As with the most amateur 
clubs we depend totally on volunteers 
to provide a very safe and welcoming 
environment for you the player and your 
family. We have a dedicated committee,  
a thriving coaching set up and socially,  
we aim to enjoy ourselves. In the 1980s,  
St Brendan’s RFC was represented by no 
less than 6 international players: Mike 
Rafter (Club President), Peter Polledri, 
Nigel Pomphrey, David Scheifler, David 
Peglar and Paul Jeffery.

With the club now thriving, having a full 
complement of over 400 minis & juniors 
and senior teams, St Brendan’s RFC is now 
back at the very heart of the Bristol rugby 
community. Our brand is now being seen 
across many areas and we hope that you 
our rugby community wear it with pride. 
We welcome new players of all ages to our 
club; we know you will enjoy your time with 
us and feel comfortable with the strong 
ethos of the club. 

We welcome you to the Peter Pullin 
Tournament and hope that you enjoy  
the day here at Coombe Dingle.

CLUB CHAIRMAN’S MESSAGE

Coombe Dingle Sports Complex, Coombe Lane, Bristol, BS9 2BJ 

Sunday 3rd March 2024 

Gates open: 8:00am 

Registration: 8.30am – 9.00am 

Coaches & Referee Briefing: 9.10am 

Matches Begin: 9:30am 

End of Festival: 1.00pm approximately

Mike Power - Club Chairman

• Litter – please leave the site as 
you found it. There are several 
litter bins across the site.

• No dogs permitted on site 
except for assistance dogs.

• Toilets are situated in the 
Main Pavilion next to the 
main car park.

• Each age group will be divided  
into pools and will play on the 
allocated pitches.

• Games will be in a round robin format.

• All spectators and supporters  
must at all times remain behind 
the appropriate touchlines.

RULES OF PLAY SITE INFORMATION

ABOUT ST BRENDAN’S RFC  

The Festival will be played under 
the RFU Age Grade Rules of Play.
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THANK YOU TO OUR HEADLINE SPONSOR

PROGRAMME SPONSORS

THANK YOU TO OUR AGE GROUP SPONSORS

U8   Wards UK Ltd

U9   Ibex Gale

Hughes Price Walker

U10  Pentrich Properties

Carnie Construction 

BHI Group

Ingenium

U11  Squarcle 

Little French  

GRS Stone Supplies  

Ingenium  

Molson Group Ltd 

Clarehill Associates  

CD Transport  

ETS SW Ltd  

Asphalt Surfacing  

Circus Dental 

SDS Ltd

U12  Westworks Interiors

TOURS AT 10.00

Contact us on 0117 930 3067 
for more information or scan the
QR code below to book a place.

On Thursdays during the summer term, QEH Juniors
invites interested families to visit the school for a
Tour at 10.00, followed by coffee with the Head and
Admissions team.

'Excellent' in all areas
ISI report, 2022

DO YOU HAVE
A SON WHO

LOVES SPORT?
Don’t miss the QEH Juniors Sport Open

Evening for Year 4 boys in April 2024

Friday 26 April from 16:00 to 18:30
Expert coaching and development in two sports of your choice -
rugby, football, cricket or tennis
Experience sport at QEH Juniors
Tour our state of the art Failand sport campus

Find out more information or book your place by
scanning the QR code.
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2024 PETER PULLIN TOURNAMENT

WHO WAS  
PETER PULLIN? 

It was Peter’s tremendous enthusiasm 

that helped to establish mini rugby in 

Bristol and that is why he will always be 

remembered as Mr Mini Rugby! Peter 

was educated at St. Brendan’s College 

in Berkeley Square during the war years. 

He left in 1948 to complete two years’ 

National Service in the Royal Air Force 

and then proceeded to St. Mary’s College, 

Strawberry Hill to commence his training 

as a teacher. In 1952 he joined the staff of 

St. Brendan’s to teach in the prep school 

– no doubt many of you reading this will 

remember him as the first teacher you 

encountered on joining the school. 

At that time mini rugby was only played 
at prep school level in public schools, but 
around 1970 Bill Pitt, then Headmaster 
of Hambrook Primary School, decided 
to include it as a sport at his school. Bill, 
a very keen player with his local club 
Frampton Cottrell, arranged a fixture 
against St. Brendan’s which led to him 
building up a friendship with Peter Pullin. 
With the help of another St. Brendan’s 
old boy, Vince McDonald (Treasurer of 
Bristol Schools), they organised what was 
deemed to be the very first, large scale, 
annual mini rugby tournament in the UK. 
This very successful tournament, with 
over 40 teams from all over the country 
participating, was held annually until 
1978 when Peter left St. Brendan’s to 
join St. Mary Redcliffe School where he 
remained until his retirement. 

The tournament continued to be held 
by St. Brendan’s Old Boys’ RFC at the 
Filton Combination Ground still organised 
by Peter, Bill and Vince but for the 
Combination Clubs and not the schools. 
Sadly, Peter passed away in 1988, but the 
Old Boys have kept the tradition going 
thanks to sterling work from Richard 
Kolanko, Ray Merchant & Chris Groves. 

We would like to thank all of those 
associated today with The Peter Pullin 
Tournament, named in memory of Mr 
Mini Rugby himself. Long may it continue!
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“I am incredibly grateful to the coaches and players from Bristol Bears that have visited
us over the course of the term. The coaching they have delivered has been
outstanding,” said Jordan Cox, QEH Head of Rugby. “The pupils have gained a huge
amount from a technical and tactical point of view. Additionally, their visits provided
real inspiration for our pupils and gave them a real boost going into the latter stages of
the rugby term.”
 
He went on, “Our coaches and rugby programme have learnt a huge amount from their
visits. One of my objectives when I took on the role of Head of Rugby was to ensure
that we took learnings from the elite end of the game to ensure that we stay up-to-date
and innovative in what we do. These visits have helped significantly in that area.”  

Why QEH for sport?

QEH has a reputation for excellence in all areas, and sport is no exception. We are
committed to further developing our sport, as the £3 million development of our
sports campus at Failand demonstrates. There’s also huge participation in sport from
the boys and girls throughout the school and so many staff enthusiastically commit to
coaching. 

We have A, B and sometimes C and D teams for all age groups and weekly fixtures. We
take part in local, regional and national tournaments and have had recent successes on
the rugby, netball, hockey and football fields.

qehbristol.co.uk

Rugby at QEH
During the second half of the
autumn term, our rugby
programme has been
fortunate to have hugely
benefitted from the input of a
number of Bristol Bears
players and coaches. 

They have visited and worked
with teams from our 1st XV down
to our U12’s and have helped to
develop our player’s individual
skills and team structure. 

QEH Juniors accredited as 
Values-based Education school

What is Values-based Education?
QEH Juniors proudly stands as Bristol's inaugural
independent school accredited in Values-based Education
(VbE). This globally recognised movement infuses our
curriculum and daily life with positive human values like
respect, reflection, resilience, and kindness. By prioritising
character development alongside academics, we equip our
pupils with essential life skills for holistic growth.

Our commitment to VbE fosters a supportive learning
environment where pupils thrive emotionally and
academically. Reflection sessions encourage self-
awareness and mindfulness, enhancing academic
performance and overall well-being.

At QEH Juniors, we nurture well-rounded individuals
prepared to excel academically and contribute positively to
society, guided by the principles of Values-based
Education.

What do current parents say?

We have loved watching our children grow into positive, empathetic boys who feel confident to
express their feelings and resolve conflicts through discussion. We feel that being part of a
Value-based Education has provided them with social and relationship skills, intelligence and
attitudes to succeed throughout their lives.

We have noticed a deep consideration of positive human values develops in them over the
years. Our experience of QEH is that all the boys attending have a strong moral compass, social
awareness, self-confidence, self-reflection, and kindness to others and would stand up against
injustice. QEH has created a wonderful harmonious learning environment modelled by the staff
and pupils that underpins school life. 

We feel that because the boys are growing up in this
positive learning environment, the values become a
natural part of everyday life. 

To find out more, scan the QR code and book a visit to QEH Juniors. 
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THANK YOU TO OUR SPONSORS

ST BRENDANS OLD BOYS RFC WOULD LIKE TO THANK THOSE 
WHO HAVE KINDLY SPONSORED PLAYERS AT TODAY’S 

FESTIVAL, YOUR SUPPORT IS MUCH APPRECIATED

Leo Bowen U11

Freddie Brotherton U11

Alfie Campbell U11

Niam Clareboets U8

Finn Clarke U11

Joshua Collier U11

Michael Collier U11

James Collier U10

Jacob Cookson U11

Ben David U11

Joe Davidson U11

Tommy Dyer U11

Jacob Ellis U11

Luca Fordham U8

Theo Friend U11

Tom Hannah U11

Rory Harris U11

Alvar Jamison U11

Poppy Jones U11

Marcus Kan U11

Zacy Mack U11

Gabriel Major U11

Barnabus Major U9

Alex Mellor U11

Gabriel Mould U11

Freddie Perks U11

Alexander Pick U11

Cormac Riordan U10

Ralph Smithson U11

Dexter Stagg U11

Rory Summers U11

Jess Summers U8

Rufus Urwin U11

Laurie Urwin U9

11

 WWW.CARNIECONSTRUCTION.CO.UK

bhi-group.co.uk



NBA❄
The Coldroom and Hygenic 
Environment Specialist Est. 1986

01225 709506     mail@nbacoldrooms.co.uk     www.nbacoldrooms.co.uk

NBA Coldrooms are proud to support 
St Brendans RFCs Minis
Peter Pullin Tournament 2024

❄CIVIL ENGINEERING 

FOR ALL YOUR  

GROUNDWORK  
& CIVIL ENGINEERING
REQUIREMENTS IN THE SOUTH WEST

Good luck to everyone 
at St Brendan’s  

Rugby Tournament

www.ingeniumce.co.uk



littlefrench. Engineering Search & Selection

Join us in our cosy neighbourhood restaurant, 
situated in the heart of westbury park
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SBOB RFC 200 CLUB

Dear Player / Parent / Member / Supporter of our club,

At St Brendan’s, we aim to provide the best facilities, the best coaching and 
the most supportive environment for everyone. And we aim to do all of this 
whilst remaining one of the cheapest clubs – if not the cheapest – in the area.

So, we are always looking at ways to raise additional funds for the club.

One source of additional funding is sponsorship and if this is an area where 
you think you could help,then please contact one of us for a chat.

Another source is the 200 Club. We are trying to increase the numbers who 
join this club. It’s very simple: you agree to pay the equivalent of just £1 per 
week (paid by Banker’s Standing Order of £4.33 per month) and you go into 
a monthly draw.

The club takes 50% of all money collected to help fund the club. 

The other 50% will be divided into prizes, the value of which will depend on 
the number of people who are currently members.

Currently we have monthly prizes of £75, £35 and 20 but we want to boost 
these prizes as we gain new 200 Club members.

Please do join the 200 Club. You’ll have the opportunity of winning a prize, 
and the knowledge that you are helping St Brendan’s to thrive and provide 
a great rugby experience for all.

To join the 200 Club please text Andy Nelson (07967467131) and inform him 
that you require a Reference Number to set up your Standing Order.
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www.stbrendansrfc.co.uk

St_Brendans_RFC 

St Brendan’s RFC


