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ABINGDON UNITED CLUB HISTORY

The club was formed in 1946 when a group of ex-service men decided that the town could support two football clubs. The first  meeting to form the 
club was held in the local Anchor Public House on the bank of the River Thames, as there were no club facilit ies. They joined the North Berks League 
and within two seasons had won its Charity Shield. The following year 1953/54 they won the league and cup finalists. The club had its sights on higher 
things and five years later entered the Hellenic League. Since then it  has remained in this league and during this t ime had success in the lower 
divisions. In 1965/66 they won the Division One Challenge Cup and the following season were the cup finalists.

No further honours came the club’s way until winning promotion in 1976/77 to the Premier Division. After a struggle at this level, relegation back to 
Division One came after four seasons. With a more ambit ious approach, the club bounced back into the Premier League where it  has remained ever 
since. It  also won the Division One Cup in the same promotion year. Senior status was achieved in 1985 allowing it  to be elig ible for the F.A. Vase, 
County Senior Cup and in 1989 entered the F.A. Cup for the first  t ime. A Members Room, Function Room, Covered Stand and Floodlight ing have been 

completed in recent years to improve the off pitch facilit ies. 1996/97 has seen the club complete its 50th season and it’s most  successful. United won 
the final of the Berks and Bucks Senior Trophy and also winning the League’s Floodlit  Cup.

The highest ever league posit ion was attained when finishing as Runners Up in the Hellenic Premier Division. The following season again saw success 
come to Northcourt  Road with retaining the County Senior Trophy, Hellenic League Reserve Championship and Allied Counties Youth League winners. 

2001 saw the construction of new changing rooms, together with turnstiles, to the Northcourt Road Ground and 2005 saw the construct ion of a new 
150-seater stand and a covered stand. The club clinched promotion to the Southern League in season 2005/06. The club returned to the Hellenic 
League in 2013/14. United gained runners-up in Division 1 in season 2016/17 to clinch promotion back to the Hellenic Premier League. The 2017/18 saw 
the young Development team clinch runners up in the Hellenic Div 2 and also winning the League Challenge cup. The 2017/18 season also saw the 
introduction of United’s first  women’s team who obtained League promotion in its first  season together with the County Cup and League Cup. Season 

2018/19 saw the women team progress into the Southern Region League, while the First  Team were dropped down to the Hellenic Division 1.
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STONEHOUSE TOWN CLUB HISTORY

Stonehouse Town Football Club, popularly known as the ‘Magpies’ because of their Black and White striped strip, starts at the Youth level, from 4 years 
old all the way through to under 16s, as well as girls' age groups at u12s, 14s & 16 and Adults. Notwithstanding the youth section, the highly popular 
senior part of the club runs a 1st team in the Hellenic League Division 1 West, plus three teams across the Gloucestershire Northern Senior League and 
Stroud Leagues, whilst not forgetting the Veterans side playing monthly and featuring several Magpies’ stalwarts.
Founded in 1898, the Magpies play at the stadium at Oldends Lane, Stonehouse, which was opened by legendary England International Billy Wright on 
25th August 1949 in a friendly against Cheltenham Town, and features the Mike Smith Stand, dedicated to our long-serving Secretary Mike ‘Spike’ Smith.
During the Club’s heydays in the 1950s and 1960s, the Club regularly hosted attendances of over 1,000 spectators, and the record attendance for the 
Ground is 5,500 for a game against Gloucester City on 29th September 1951 in the FA Cup 2nd Qualifying Round.
The Club’s record Receipts for a single game was at the same game, when we received £272/8s/9d, worth £8,502 in today’s money, although 6000 
attended the 1962 Stonehouse Invitation XI v the All-Stars Showbiz XI, which featured a range of (then!) huge celebrities such as Jimmy Young and Pete 
Murray!
We were the first ever winners of the Gloucestershire County League in 1968/9 season, but it took almost 30 years to re-enter the League after relegation 
in the early 80s. Promotion in 2014/5 was achieved via the Runners Up slot in Gloucestershire Northern Senior League Division 1, under Haydn Murray’s 
stewardship, whereupon we were looking forward to cementing our place back in the County League, or even beyond. Season 2014/5 was also when we 
won a cup double via the Senior Amateur County Cup (1st time since 1976) and the Premier Section of Stroud Charity Cup, as well as reaching the Reg 
Davis Cup Final, where we lost 3-2 to Newent Town FC.
After a number of seasons finishing in the Top 4 in the Glos. County League, Season 2018/19 saw us finish in 3rd place once again, but that was enough to 
secure much-coveted promotion to the Hellenic League Div. 1 West for the first time. This season, the 1st Team have a new management team in place, 
consisting of Craig Robinson (1st Team Manager), Jason Radford (Assistant), Nick Reiger (Assistant) and Arron Jenkins (Physiotherapist), whom we wish all 
the very best.
The club were also delighted to announce its main club sponsor, Ben’s Takeaway, as the new stadium rights owners since Season 2020/21, as recognition 
for their continued support of our club. We look forward to welcoming you to The Ben’s Takeaway Stadium, home of the Magpies,  Stonehouse Town
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