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ABINGDON UNITED CLUB HISTORY

The club was formed in 1946 when a group of ex-service men decided that the town could support two football clubs. The first  meeting to form the 
club was held in the local Anchor Public House on the bank of the River Thames, as there were no club facilit ies. They joined the North Berks League 
and within two seasons had won its Charity Shield. The following year 1953/54 they won the league and cup finalists. The club had its sights on higher 
things and five years later entered the Hellenic League. Since then it  has remained in this league and during this t ime had success in the lower 
divisions. In 1965/66 they won the Division One Challenge Cup and the following season were the cup finalists.

No further honours came the club’s way until winning promotion in 1976/77 to the Premier Division. After a struggle at this level, relegation back to 
Division One came after four seasons. With a more ambit ious approach, the club bounced back into the Premier League where it  has remained ever 
since. It  also won the Division One Cup in the same promotion year. Senior status was achieved in 1985 allowing it  to be elig ible for the F.A. Vase, 
County Senior Cup and in 1989 entered the F.A. Cup for the first  t ime. A Members Room, Function Room, Covered Stand and Floodlight ing have been 

completed in recent years to improve the off pitch facilit ies. 1996/97 has seen the club complete its 50th season and it’s most  successful. United won 
the final of the Berks and Bucks Senior Trophy and also winning the League’s Floodlit  Cup.

The highest ever league posit ion was attained when finishing as Runners Up in the Hellenic Premier Division. The following season again saw success 
come to Northcourt  Road with retaining the County Senior Trophy, Hellenic League Reserve Championship and Allied Counties Youth League winners. 

2001 saw the construction of new changing rooms, together with turnstiles, to the Northcourt Road Ground and 2005 saw the construct ion of a new 
150-seater stand and a covered stand. The club clinched promotion to the Southern League in season 2005/06. The club returned to the Hellenic 
League in 2013/14. United gained runners-up in Division 1 in season 2016/17 to clinch promotion back to the Hellenic Premier League. The 2017/18 saw 
the young Development team clinch runners up in the Hellenic Div 2 and also winning the League Challenge cup. The 2017/18 season also saw the 
introduction of United’s first  women’s team who obtained League promotion in its first  season together with the County Cup and League Cup. Season 

2018/19 saw the women team progress into the Southern Region League, while the First  Team were dropped down to the Hellenic Division 1.
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CHIPPING SODBURY CLUB HISTORY

The Sods started playing friendlies in 1885 against teams from Bristol, Swindon and South Gloucestershire. In 1898 the Sods joined the North Bristol & District League Division 1. They 

later dropped out of the league and continued playing friendlies until the 1905-06 season, when they joined the Wotton & District League as founder members. The Sods played two 

seasons in this league before again returning to friendly fixtures until the 1911-12 season. For the next 40 years, the Sods played association football on and off and were members of 

different leagues until they resigned from the Western League Division 2 at the end of the 1952-53 season. The history books also show that Women’s Football first began in the town 

in the 1940’s.

In the summer of 1959 Cliff Phelps decided to bring association football back to the town. It had been six long years since t he boys had worn the blue and white of Sodbury in the 

Western League. After several meetings at the Bell Inn (now Brooks Bar & Kitchen) the new club was formed. Major L.M Harris b ecame President, Mr E Purbick Chairman, Mr C. Phelps 

Vice Chairman, Club Captain was Dennis Greenaway and Youth Captain Michael Boulton. In the 1959/60 season the Sods entered a senior team into the Dursley & Wotton League 

and a team into the Youth Section. In the following season, the Sods joined the Bristol & District League and throughout the 60’s remained in Division 3.

The early 70’s didn’t get off to a great start and the Sods were relegated from Division 3 and subsequently Division 4. It wasn’t until the mid-70’s that the Sods luck began to change. 

Mike Fox became player manager and in the 1976-77 season the Sods finished third in Division 5, which was enough at the time to gain promotion. The 1978-79 season saw the club 

go one better and finish runners-up in Division 4. To finish the decade and celebrate twenty years of the club’s rebirth, the Sods went on to become Division 3 champions and 

earned promotion to Division 2.

The early 80’s saw continued success and a fourth-place finish was enough to give the Sods promotion to the Bristol & District Division 1. The following year saw the Sods secure 

promotion again, this time to the Bristol & District Senior Division. The Sods did face a relegation from the Senior Division  in the 1985 – 86 season but returned in the 1988 – 89 season. 

Another big success story for this decade was the rebirth of the Reserves Team in the 1981 – 82 season. In just eight years, the Reserves Team achieved six promotions rising from 

Division 5 to the Senior Division.

The 90’s kicked off with a third-place finish and promotion to the Bristol Premier Combination Division 1. In the 1992 – 93 season the Sods achieved a fourth-place finish and were 

crowned Bristol Premier Combination League Cup Champions. The Sods remained in Division 1 of the Bristol Premier Combination League until securing promotion to the Premier 

League in the 1999 – 00 season. Another significant milestone for the club was in the early 90’s when the club’s players and vol unteers came together to build the Sods clubhouse 

and changing rooms.

After three seasons in the Premier Division, the Sods faced relegation in the 2001-02 season. A new era began for the Sods when in the 2002-03 season, former players Les Underdown 

and his Assistant Jeff Clark took charge. A mid table finish in their first season saw Les leave and Jeff step up. In the 2004-05 season the club launched a third team and in the 2005-06 

season the First Team secured promotion back into the Premier Division. The following season saw success for both the Reserves and Third Team, both achieving promotion. The 2007-

08 season proved to be another great year for the Sods when the First Team finished as champions of the Premier Combination League and the Reserves Team finished as 

champions of the Bristol and Dihen under a new Manager and in their first season, the Sods were unfortunate to finish bottom of the County League, however were fortunate to 

escape relegation. Mark Stenner was soon appointed as the new Manager and tasked with helping the club climb once again.
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