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ABINGDON UNITED CLUB HISTORY

The club was formed in 1946 when a group of ex-service men decided that the town could support two football clubs. The first  meeting to form the 
club was held in the local Anchor Public House on the bank of the River Thames, as there were no club facilit ies. They joined the North Berks League 
and within two seasons had won its Charity Shield. The following year 1953/54 they won the league and cup finalists. The club had its sights on higher 
things and five years later entered the Hellenic League. Since then it  has remained in this league and during this t ime had success in the lower 
divisions. In 1965/66 they won the Division One Challenge Cup and the following season were the cup finalists.

No further honours came the club’s way until winning promotion in 1976/77 to the Premier Division. After a struggle at this level, relegation back to 
Division One came after four seasons. With a more ambit ious approach, the club bounced back into the Premier League where it  has remained ever 
since. It  also won the Division One Cup in the same promotion year. Senior status was achieved in 1985 allowing it  to be elig ible for the F.A. Vase, 
County Senior Cup and in 1989 entered the F.A. Cup for the first  t ime. A Members Room, Function Room, Covered Stand and Floodlight ing have been 

completed in recent years to improve the off pitch facilit ies. 1996/97 has seen the club complete its 50th season and it’s most  successful. United won 
the final of the Berks and Bucks Senior Trophy and also winning the League’s Floodlit  Cup.

The highest ever league posit ion was attained when finishing as Runners Up in the Hellenic Premier Division. The following season again saw success 
come to Northcourt  Road with retaining the County Senior Trophy, Hellenic League Reserve Championship and Allied Counties Youth League winners. 

2001 saw the construction of new changing rooms, together with turnstiles, to the Northcourt Road Ground and 2005 saw the construct ion of a new 
150-seater stand and a covered stand. The club clinched promotion to the Southern League in season 2005/06. The club returned to the Hellenic 
League in 2013/14. United gained runners-up in Division 1 in season 2016/17 to clinch promotion back to the Hellenic Premier League. The 2017/18 saw 
the young Development team clinch runners up in the Hellenic Div 2 and also winning the League Challenge cup. The 2017/18 season also saw the 
introduction of United’s first  women’s team who obtained League promotion in its first  season together with the County Cup and League Cup. Season 

2018/19 saw the women team progress into the Southern Region League, while the First  Team were dropped down to the Hellenic Division 1.
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WANTAGE TOWN CLUB HISTORY

Wantage Town FC (the ‘Freds’) can trace its roots back to 1877, but the established date of 1892 has long been given as the f irst time the club affiliated to the Berks & Bucks FA. 
They flitted between the Reading Temperance, Swindon & District, North Berks and Reading & District Leagues prior to the Firs t World War, and the first silverware came in 1903-
04 with winning the Swindon Advertiser Cup, a feat repeated in 1907-08 as well as becoming Swindon League Champions and the League Cup winners.
After the 1st World War, the Freds briefly played in the North Berks League, winning the North Berks Cup in 1920 and 1921 and the Championship in 1921-22. After a brief period 
playing in the Reading & District League with no success they then re-entered the Swindon & District League, winning the Division 2 title in 1931-32, and Division 1 in 1933-34. The 
Fifties was the most successful period for the Club, winning the S&DL Division 1 in 1952-53 (without losing a game) and the Premier Division in 1955-56, while in 1954-55, the 
Fred's won no fewer than five cup competitions, including the Berks & Bucks Intermediate Cup.
Since joining the Hellenic League in 1956, the Fred's have spent most of their seasons in the Premier Division, winning promotion from Division 1 on six occasions - as runners-up in 

1969-70, 1987-88, 1991-92 (where they set a club record of 32 games unbeaten) and 1995-96, and as Champions in 1980-81 and 2003-4. The Reading Senior Cup was won for the 
first time in 1982-83.
Season 2003/2004 was one of the Fred's most successful. The First Team won Division One East to regain its position in the Premier Division of the Hellenic, and the Reserves 
finished top of their league, also winning promotion. In 2010-11, the Fred's won the Premier division title, but they were not promoted to the Southern League due to ground 
grading criteria not being achieved. In the 2012-2013 season, the club achieved the Southern League Ground grading, but finished runners-up to a very strong Marlow side, and 

again missed out on promotion.
In 2013-2014, the Fred's won the uhlsport Hellenic Premier title again, and this time with the appropriate ground grading in place, saw promotion to Division One (South and West) 
of the Southern League. The Fred's remained in the Southern League for 3 years, before seeing relegation back to the Hellenic League at the end of the 2016-17 season. In 2018-
19, the Fred's won the uhlsport Hellenic Premier title for the third time and regained their place in the Southern League, this time in the Division 1 Centra l section. The Reading 
Senior Cup was won for a further two times, in 2017-18 and 2018-19.
The following two seasons at the higher level were not completed due to the COVID-19 pandemic, but they finished bottom at the end of 2021-22 and were relegated back to the 
Hellenic.
Throughout the years the Club has worked to upgrade the facilities at Alfredian Park. Purchased outright for the princely sum of £500 in 1922; floodlights were introduced in 1996 
and new stands in 2012. The club merged with the junior section to become one entity in 2020, and re-introduced a Women’s team in 2015, meaning football is now offered from 
U7s through to adults for players of both genders. The club has a long lease on St Mary’s field behind the club, use of the a djacent school field, and another site at Tugwell to 

accommodate the growing number of teams.
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