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MINUTES FROM THE OPEN AGE & UNDER 18s COMMITTEE MEETING 
ON WEDNESDAY 22nd SEPTEMBER VIA ZOOM, 7.30pm START 

 

Item No Agenda Item Action 

 
 
  

Present:  
Paul Berry (PBe), Mal Holt (MH), Liam Horrigan (LH), Kel Warlow 
(KW), Dave Whalley (DW), Nikki Whalley (NW), Warren Whalley 
(WW). 

 
 

1.  Apologies: 
Peter Boden (PBo), Rob Campbell (RC), Harry Crank (HC), Neil 
Hyde (NH), Steve Moore (SM). 

 

2. Minutes from the last meeting: 
Minutes from the last meeting, e-mailed to all, were unanimously 
accepted by those present. 

 

3. Matters Arising: 
No further information has been received regarding the proposed 
RFL membership; we need to ask for a representative from the 
RFL to come and speak to us. We need to speak between 
ourselves to find a date that is suitable for us. 
 
WW said that Monks committee have set up a Strategic Planning 
Meeting for Wednesday 6th October where representatives from 
our Open Age and Junior Sections will meet with Woolston 
Rovers FC and the Monks committee to put a plan in place for us 
all to move forward together. Items for the agenda need to be 
sent to Stuart Pidgeon (Monks committee secretary) by Monday 
4th October. LH proposed that the club be represented by the 
Open Age and Junior Section Chairmen (SM and PBo) and no 
other representation is needed. This was agreed by all present. 
Can we have a meeting on Wednesday 29th or Thursday 30th 
September to discuss this please - whichever date suits SM and 
PBo better as it is vital they are in attendance. This will be the 
only item on the agenda. 
 
LH had said he had spoken to the guy who had marked out the 
football pitch on the land in front of the rugby posts and asked 
WW if permission had been granted. WW said that he spoke to 
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Stuart Pidgeon regarding this and he said that no consent from 
the Monks committee had been given for this to be done. WW 
explained that he had sent an e-mail to the Monks committee 
explaining the work that had been done by the rugby section and 
the cost involved; also that it has been useful as an overflow car 
park, for festivals, Padgate Walking Day etc plus the fact that the 
Junior Section had requested the use of it as a floodlit training 
area a couple of years ago. This could do with being an item 
agenda at the Strategic Planning Meeting but our views on it 
need to be agreed before then. 
 
LH said that Allen Wilkinson had been speaking to Charlotte 
Nichols, our local MP, and she has offered to help with any grant 
applications. WW gave some insight as to the agreement Monks 
have with Skanska, who are the owners of the land. Sport 
England require leases of 25 years for any grants between £500k-
£2 million; grants upto £500k are not currently being issued as 
that money is being used to help out COVID hit clubs. The RLWC 
Grants are not affected by this. NW is due on a webinar on 
Thursday 23/09/21. 
 
The netting has been received for behind the posts at the far 
ends. WW said that SM has some ideas for how it will be erected. 
Further update at next meeting. 
 
WW has asked Stuart Pidgeon how many can be seated in the 
concert room for the Pensioners Christmas Meal and is awaiting 
his response. SM will update further on the plans for this at the 
next meeting. 
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4. The Noah Horrigan Trophy: 
LH confirmed this would take place on Saturday 23rd October and 
said that invitations have been sent out to various clubs to see if 
they are interested in taking part. MH said that there has been 
plenty of interest from the Open Age lads. It will be 7-a-side 
touch rugby, 15 minutes per game and the games will take place 
on the Monks pitch, weather permitting, and it will be split into 
two. LH has spoke to Phil Perkin who is designing the posters for 
advertising. All proceeds from the game will go to Ronald 
McDonald House (Alder Hey) as in previous years. 
   

 
LH 
 
 

5. RLWC 2021 Grant Update: 
We are just waiting for the home changing room to be 
completed. WW said that SM has spoken with Phil Wrench and 
that Limestone Construction will take over the re-fitting and it will 
all be completed to a very high standard. It will take an extra 
couple of weeks but that is not a problem. WW has replied to the 
RFL Grant e-mail explaining how we have used the money 
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awarded to us and the benefits that it will make to the club going 
forward. 
The toilet block is in use and Steve Miller from the Monks 
committee is going to get some paint in our club colour. Another 
undercoat is required and also a step is needed for easier access 
to both the Gents and Ladies. The toilets need cleaning after use 
on a Sunday; somebody needs appointing from the Junior Section 
for this to be done. 
MH has got dispensers for the sanitising units. 
There is no electric supply to the toilet block as it was deemed to 
be unsafe; heat sensor lights would be suitable and not too dear.  

 
 
 

6. Any Other Business: 
KW said that he had an issue on Sunday with the home changing 
room; the football said they were told that they had priority over 
the rugby. WW spoke to Stuart Pidgeon and he said that no 
permission had been given to the football and that the rugby has 
the priority whenever they require it. There is no objection from 
us for the football to use it when we don’t require it as long as it 
is left clean and tidy afterwards. WW said that the away changing 
room, that the Under 18s used, had been left unlocked and the 
lights left on. KW has had a word with his Team Manager about 
this. 
 
MH said that the NCL side are at Egremont on Saturday 
(25/09/21) in the NCL Cup Quarter Final; best wishes were sent 
from all present. 
 
MH said he will be sitting down with RC and Liam Lawton (‘A’ 
team coach) for a meeting about the transition for players from 
the Under 18s to Open Age. Hopefully a firm link with PBe (Wales 
Under 17s coach) can be formed and also a link with Warrington 
Wolves for any players that they are releasing or would like to 
look at playing for us. Our current Under 18s trained with the 
Open Age last night (22/09/21) and really enjoyed it. 
 
NW said that State of Mind will be making a presentation to our 
Open Age and Under 18s players next Tuesday (28/09/21) 7-8pm. 
It is linked to the Terry Newton Fund and they are looking to train 
somebody from our club to become a Mental Health First Aider. 
There is a 2 day course on Saturday 9th and Sunday 10th October 
for whoever wants to do this. NW and MH have put this to the 
lads and several of them have expressed an interest in this role. 
We need a big turn out as it is really important to support all club 
members who may be struggling. 
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7. Date of Next Meeting: 
Tuesday 19th October 2021, 7.30pm at Monks Sports Club. 

 

 


