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MINUTES FROM THE OPEN AGE & UNDER 18s COMMITTEE MEETING 
ON MONDAY 14th MARCH 2022 AT MONK SPORTS CLUB, 7.45pm START 

 

Item No Agenda Item Action 

 
 
  

Present:  
Joan Ayres (JA), Paul Berry (PB), Mal Holt (MH), Liam Horrigan 
(LH), Neil Hyde (NH), Kyle Robinson (KR), Dave Whalley (DW), 
Nikki Whalley (NW), Warren Whalley (WW). 

 
 

1.  Apologies: 
Harry Crank (HC), Steve Moore (SM), Hayley Owen (HO), Mark 
Robinson (MR), Matt Stevenson (MS). 

 

2. Minutes from the last meeting: 
Minutes from the last meeting, e-mailed to all, were unanimously 
accepted by those present. 

 
 

3. Matters Arising: 
KR to hopefully sort out Junior mascots, ball boys/girls and 
curtain raiser for this Saturday (19th March) if possible but may 
struggle as Warrington at home…the following Saturday (26th 
March) should not be a problem. 
WW confirmed that the proposals from the Open Age and Junior 
Section have been put forward to the Monks’ committee for our 
short, medium and long term aspirations. Monks’ committee are 
speaking to Skanska about extending the lease. A discussion 
ensued about who is responsible for the access road down to the 
club. WW will get confirmation from the Monks’ committee. 

 
KR 
 
WW 

4. Matchday: 
MH said that a current Greek International is hoping to join us in 
the near future ahead of him playing for Greece in the RL World 
Cup. He has applied for his visa; hopefully we will be able to sort 
out work and accommodation for him. Hopefully it will lead to 
some training sessions with the Greece RL World Cup squad. 
There was a meeting held on Saturday (12th March) where players 
without sponsors were told they had to set up a direct debit or 
they won’t be available for selection. 
WW asked for more help on a matchday; setting up beforehand 
and cleaning up afterwards, on the gate collecting admission fee, 

 
MH 
 
 
 
 
 
 
WW/All 
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raffle after the game. LH said that he would get some litter 
pickers. 
WW said that the line marking does need handing over eventually 
although he does find it therapeutic. MH to contact the people 
who removed the trees behind the far end to see the cost of 
them marking the pitch every fortnight and split the cost 
between the Junior and Open Age. Currently the Monks’ club use 
Dugdale’s to cut the grass on the whole site. It was agreed to get 
Taylormade Landscaping in to give a price for all grass 
maintenance. WW and MH to arrange. 
LH said that Derek Bailey’s family have asked if we can arrange 
for him to be presented with his Hall of Fame shirt. DW suggested 
18th June when it is the Past Players re-union and also the Race 
Night. 

 
 
WW/MH 

5. Social Media: 
Rob Griffiths company completes all the graphics; DW provides 
the information. DW said that the information needs checking 
before being placed on our Social Media channels. 
The matchday programme is put together by Dave Ditchfield with 
all the content for it being provided by DW. NW takes photos of 
the NCL games. 
Need to structure things to make sure that posts don’t get lost by 
being published at the same time. We have to ensure the Junior 
Section information is put out there at appropriate times. 
LH asked if a uniformed approach regarding Social Media posts 
would be what the Junior Section would wish for; KR said it was 
one of his questions that he was going to ask and DW confirmed 
that this would happen. 
DW said there had been an issue with the Junior fixtures going 
out the first week of the season, which was his fault, and that this 
had now been addressed going forward. 

 
MH/DW 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
KR/DW 

6. Fundraising: 
There are 3 dates booked in; the details of each needs finalising 
so we can get them pushed on social media. 
MH said that Wez Lawton had approached him saying that one 
lad in the Juniors had no boots and could the OA help him out by 
getting him some. It was then agreed that the OA lads would 
have a collection each month to purchase a voucher for a pair of 
boots for a Junior section player; decide on a rota system as to 
which team would be selected and from that team who deserves 
it the most and then the player and his/her family will be invited 
to a game and be presented with the voucher. JA said this could 
tie in with MR Junior Chairman’s award each month. As an OA 
section we are keen to work closer with the Junior section; there 
are currently 6 OA lads coaching there. We have failed over the 
past two years and having no Under 18s or Under 16s this season 
has highlighted the issue. Training with both Under 14s teams 
and the Under 15s on a Wednesday at Victoria Park and then on 

 
DW/MH 
 
MH/MR/KR 
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Captain’s run on a Thursday is a start of integrating more with 
each other. This is something that needs to be supported both 
ways. KR said he gets frustrated seeing youngsters in football tops 
so the more we can work together the better and then if they 
don’t make it at scholarship/academy then they feel comfortable 
in coming back to play at Woolston. Look at getting players who 
have played at the club and now professional to come and help 
out at training as well as using our current OA lads. 
DW said that a new Head of Youth will be in place in the next few 
weeks and he will invite him to come along to a future meeting.  
LH asked if there had been any progress back from Rob Griffiths 
on having a function at the Modern Day Monks venue in town; 
MH said that he had not heard anything back as yet. LH explained 
that they have a tap room with a brewery on site. If we could 
have a function there that we funded by people attending then 
they may be more inclined to sponsor us in some way. 
JA added that it would be good if both sections could support 
each other’s fundraising events. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
DW 

7. Facilities: 
WW said that the flagging around the outside toilet block needs 
finishing.  
WW also said that the netting needs erecting behind the posts at 
the far end as a MATTER OF URGENCY. The sponsor keeps asking 
when it will be competed and it is a bit embarrassing not being 
able to give him an answer. Awaiting further input from SM 
regarding scaffolding required or whether the four galvanised 
rugby posts that we have spare would be practical. 

 
WW/SM 
 
WW/SM 

8. Junior Section: 
Looking to hold a festival on 23rd and 24th July; working around 
the NCL game that day. All Junior age groups to be involved and 
possibly from Under 12s upwards as a 9s tournament. 
The issue with fixtures not being publicised the first week has 
been addressed. If we could get ALL results in then we could 
publish these but it wouldn’t look right if we only have a few 
results. KR to look into getting copied in when results are sent 
into the league. 
JA said that KR is putting an ‘idiots guide’ together to explain 
what is required for each Team Manager. 
Currently undertaking a review of the coaching structure; looking 
at the possibility of having a coach with the Cubs who doesn’t 
move up with them through the ages, he just stays with the Cubs 
and gets all the parents to understand the system and what is 
required of a coach so that in 12 months or 2 years when they 
leave the Cubs they could become the coach. 

 
Junior Section 
 
 
DW/KR 
 
 
 
 
KR 
 
Junior Section 

9. Any Other Business: 
KR mentioned that there was an issue with Monks’ opening on 
Sunday morning for the early Junior game; WW will bring this up 
with the Monks’ committee. 

 
KR/WW 
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The Pit Stop was back open from Sunday 13th March and will 
hopefully be open on a Saturday and Sunday whenever there are 
games going on. 

 
WW 

10. Date of Next Meeting: 
Wednesday 13th April 2022, 7.45pm at Monk Sports Club. 

 
All 

 


