
Hello everyone 

Clearly we are not in normal times and we do not know when any matches may start this season. 

Our priority for these first few weeks of return to hockey is therefore to get the players on the pitch 

and refresh their skills and game brains so as when we do get matches everyone is raring to go! 

Pitchero 

You need to have activated the e-mail link sent to you or be using the phone app if you want 

messages to tell you there is a message – otherwise you need to go into Pitchero web-site and 

check!! It can send to a parent and player e-mails. As in other communications it is more important 

than ever that you have this set up properly so as you receive all relevant communications. 

Senior hockey 

Whenever a player turns 14 they are eligible for senior hockey matches and we encourage everyone 

to aspire to play senior hockey at some level. We have 5 teams at varying levels. It is an important 

part of hockey development. Some of you will be ready to play in the higher teams almost 

immediately but some may need time training with the older girls and women to get the most out of 

it. We will not put you in teams which we think will be detrimental to your hockey and it may be you 

are in and out of teams as we give everyone a shot. Who it makes sense to play where can vary 

depending on which seniors are available and who the opposition are that week. 

In the medium term the more you are available the more you will play so don’t be disheartened if 

you are available and not selected - we will have noted that you missed out. Sometimes school 

hockey will actually clash but we can juggle to some extent so if you WANT to play just say yes and 

we will try to accommodate. The more info you give us about constraints the better. Often there are 

late chances to play and we will try and fill spaces due to injury/illness or the like but we understand 

that you have other things to do so if you are no longer available when you get a late call up, just 

say. 

We will make use of this initial 5 or 6 weeks without matches to assess everyone and decide where 

they should start the season when it gets underway. This is an on-going process and players who are 

not committing or performing at the desired level will be moved out while those who have shown 

good attitude and improvement will be moved up. That said we do also need to build some squad 

consistency and those new to senior hockey in particular will gain much from training with and 

playing in ANY of our squads. 

We have announced a 1s training squad which is MUCH larger than will be wanted going forward so 

that we can see how those that have played before compare to new possibilities. Around 10 in this 

group will actually be 2s players going forward. The Green group is probably as big as we would want 

for the 2s training squad already and will be added to from the current 1s squad so a number of 

players there will actually play and train with the Ladies 3-5s (Blues & Whites) going forward. These 

squads are not fixed. If someone is working hard and playing well in the 3s they will be considered 

for a move up. Equally if someone is not doing that in the 1/2s or their attendance/availability is 

poor they will be moved down. 

As I hope you would expect, the commitment required to play at 1/2s level is greater and some 

events that might be reasons not to play/train in the 5s will be considered poor excuses in the 1/2s. 

Whatever level you are playing at you are making a commitment to the club and the teams. We have 

to get teams out for league weekends regardless of what else is on. If a group decide to go to the 

rugby or attend someone’s birthday party then the fixture does not disappear!! Planning your school 



work is a great skill to have for the future so please don’t be calling off late because you have not 

been organised enough to have finished an essay or whatever when you should have. 

U16s 

We run 3 teams which usually play on Sundays and they are a good stepping stone to senior hockey 

as well as a great chance to play with your peers and get to know the wider group a bit better. The 

bigger group that is available the more competitive we can be as a club and the easier it is to get the 

right sort of opposition for tough but meaningful games. We understand competing pressures but 

again the more information you give us about when you can and can’t play (and especially advance 

notice of definite NOs) then the more likely we are to manage to organise things that will work for 

everyone.  

We realise some will think that 2 games on a Saturday and playing Sunday as well (when we have 

the opportunity to do that!!) is too much. Certainly no-one should be playing and aggravating an 

injury. That said many, many girls have/do/will continue to play twice on a Saturday and on a Sunday 

to the benefit of their hockey. You need to work out what suits you but recognise that when we 

select that is all part of the equation. 

HELP!! 

The coach can be running one of the 3/4/5s Ladies teams or the U16s games on their own. We will 

ask for help but even if we don’t if you are going to be around watching anyway or can at least take 

a turn some weeks then please volunteer to help – it’s not too onerous and most people actually 

enjoy being a bit more involved. I can supply another document with some of the stuff you can help 

with if you do volunteer. 

We need lots of help to umpire at the younger levels in the club and would very much encourage 

players to get involved with this when requests go out. 

As at younger age groups in the club we have age group co-ordinators who assist with availability. 

Given the requirement at the moment to Trace and Protect we may be in touch with additional folk 

to spread the load but Judith Milligan will deal with 2003/4 DoB and Liz Flockhart with 2005/6 DoB 

initially. Watch for communications beginning to come out. 


