
GRIMSBY TOWN FOOTBALL CLUB
PHOTOGRAPHY AND SHARING IMAGES 

POLICY AND GUIDANCE FOR PHOTOGRAPHING AND 
RECORDING CHILDREN DURING EVENTS AND ACTIVITIES

1. Scope
Grimsby Town Football Club and Academy recognise that it is important that children and young people 
feel happy with their achievements and have photographs and films of their special moments. Family 
and friends also want to be able to share the successes of their children when they have been part of a 
special event or activity. 

However, it’s also important to be aware of child protection and safeguarding issues when people are 
taking photos or filming at events. The potential for misuse of images can be reduced if organisations 
are aware of the potential risks and dangers and put appropriate measures in place.

The aim of this policy is to give information and guidance on the appropriate use for images of children 
and young people that are going to be used in publications, websites and social networking sites. The 
policy can also be used to help children, parents, staff and volunteers understand how photographs 
can be shared more safely.

2. Risk Factors
All staff at the Football Club and Academy must be aware and note some of the potential risks of 
photography and filming at events include:
• children may be identifiable when a photograph is shared with personal information
• direct and indirect risks to children and young people when photographs are shared on websites 

and in publications with personal information
• inappropriate photographs or recorded images of children
• inappropriate use, adaptation or copying of images.

3. Best Practice Guidance
The following best practice guidance should be adhered to in all cases when considering photography 
and filming at football games and events involving children and young people under the age of 18 
years;
1. Do not use children’s names in photograph captions. If a child is named, avoid using the 

photograph.
2. Use a parental permission form to obtain consent for a child to be photographed and videoed.
3. Obtain the child’s permission to use their image.



4. Only use images of children in suitable clothing to reduce the risk of inappropriate use, e.g. no 
photographs or filming should take place in changing room facilities.

5. Address how images of children the club website can be misused. Images accompanied by 
personal information, such as the name of a child and their hobby, could be used to learn more 
about a child prior to grooming them for abuse.

6. Professional photographers or the press who are invited to an event, should be informed of 
the Football Club and Academy policy and it should be made clear that the Football Club and 
Academy expect them to comply with the policy and guidance in relation to child protection and 
safeguarding.

7. Do not allow photographers unsupervised access to children
8. Do not approve photography sessions outside the event or at a child’s home.

The Football Club and Academy must ensure that parents, carers, family members and others are 
aware of and understand the policy. The Football Club and Academy recognise that they may wish to 
share photographs of their children or family on social media but would point out that the Club and 
Academy consider it unacceptable for group photographs to be shared or posted on social media 
along with any information that would lead to the identification of other players.

4. Seeking consent from children and young people
Children and young people under 18 yrs should always be consulted about the use of their photograph. 
This ensures they’re aware that the image is taking place and understand what the picture is going to 
be used for.

For young people under 18 years, parental consent should be given to use an image for promotional 
purposes. Ask parents to sign a consent form for use of their child’s images and keep a record. 

5. Storing images securely
Images or video recordings of children must be kept securely. Hard copies of images should be kept in 
a locked drawer and electronic images should be in a protected folder with restricted access.

Images should not be stored on unencrypted portable equipment such as laptops, memory sticks and 
mobile phones.

Avoid using any personal equipment to take photos and recordings of children and use only cameras 
or devices belonging to the Football Club or Academy.

The Data Protection Act legislates for the storing and using photographs or films to identify children, 
young persons and adults for official purposes, such as identity cards and promotional literature. The 
Football Club and Academy will comply with the following legal requirements;

Data protection rules state that you must make sure the information is kept secure, accurate and up 
to date. When you collect someone’s personal data you must tell them:
• How you’ll use their personal information
• They have the right to see the information and correct it, if it’s wrong.
• Also say if the information will be used in other ways, such as being passed to other organisations.



6. Monitoring and Review
This policy has been accepted by the Board of Directors for Grimsby Town Football Club and Academy. 
The policy will be reviewed every two years or sooner if there is a change in guidance as the result of a 
major national incident or government legislation.

Signed: I. Fleming (CEO) Date:  8th January 2018


