
 

Sponsors Newsletter No 4                      8th February 2018 

Update On Canvey Island FC Disabled, Youth and First Team Management 

Welcome to the fourth Canvey Island FC Newsletter of the season for our sponsors. In each Newsletter 

the club will endeavour to show different aspects of the Football Club, this month focusing on further 

success of our disabled football set up, updates from the youth teams and change of first team 

manager. 

Football Foundation “One World” Award 

“One World” is a special art commission marking the centenary of the First World War through 

football. 

 
 

Canvey Island Football Club has been awarded two of these footballs by the football foundation for 

project management of our new community centre. The club will present these too our Disabled and 

Youth Team set up. Presentation of the award to the disabled football team was made by Chairman 

John Batch on the pitch before the Heybridge Swifts 1st Team Match on March 2nd. 

 

Welcome to Mark Bentley 

Due to work commitments our first team manager Daniel Heale decided to resign from the first team 

managers position to take up the position of Director of Football. After reviewing several options our 

chairman John Batch appointed Mark Bentley as first team manager. The following is an overview of 

Marks football and management career to date: 

Born in Hertford, Bentley started his playing career with Aveley before moving on to Enfield in August 

1998. He later moved to Aldershot Town, Gravesend and Northfleet (where he won Player of the Year 

Inspired by the Christmas truce matches that 

were played during the First World War, 

Turner Prize winning artist Mark Wallinger has 

created a “One World” football. He has taken 

inspiration from “Earthrise”, the iconic 

photograph taken half a century agon on 24th 

December 1968 from Apollo 8, an image of 

enduring beauty that depicts a peaceful 

planet floating in the vastness of space. 

 “One World” is a celebration of how football 

brings people together. A limited edition of 

the “One World” football has been given to 

community projects and extraordinary 

individuals across the UK. 



in 2002–03) and Dagenham and Redbridge. On 15 January 2004, he stepped up into The Football 

League when he signed for Southend United, where he made 93 league appearances including 23 as 

a sub. He also scored 12 league goals including five in his last season at Roots Hall and was involved in 

two consecutive promotions. He was offered a new one-year contract to stay at Southend, but opted 

to go for the security of a two-year deal at Gillingham, signing for them on 22 May 2006. He made his 

debut in the 2–1 home win over Huddersfield Town 5 August and scored his first goal away to Bradford 

City inn a 4–2 defeat on 12 August.  

Bentley was runner up in the club's 2006–07 player of the year award behind Andrew Crofts and signed 

a two-year contract extension in September 2007. After coming second in the Player of the Year 

awards for the 2009–10 season, he signed a new one-year contract for new manager Andy 

Hessenthaler with a clause stating that if he played a certain number of games it would be extended 

for another season, taking him to the end of the 2011–12 season. In March 2011, Bentley signed for 

Conference National club Cambridge United on a one-month loan from Gillingham. On 11 May 2011, 

Bentley was released by Gillingham after serving five seasons with the club, after the club failed to 

gain promotion from League Two. He subsequently joined Hayes and Yeading United. Following Jamie 

Hand's departure to Luton Town in early September, Bentley was appointed club captain.  

In June 2013, Bentley signed for Conference South club Boreham Wood. Bentley signed for 

Wealdstone on October 2013, to help with the club's push for promotion to the Conference South. 

Bentley left the club by mutual consent, having made ten league appearances, in the summer of 2014.  

Bentley was appointed as player/assistant-manager alongside his role as a coach at Grays Athletic 

following the departure of manager Jody Brown and a number of coaches. He was then promoted to 

player/caretaker-manager in January 2015, before being given the job until the end of the 2014-15 

season. Bentley received widespread attention in March 2015 when he put himself on as a substitute 

in a game: he both scored and saved a penalty kick, helping turn a 2–0 deficit into a 3–2 win. 

Since joining Canvey Island FC with 4 wins and a draw In January Mark was named Bostik league North 

Manager of the month. 

The board would like to welcome Mark to Canvey Island FC and wish him every success with the club.  

 

                              



 

 

Canvey Island FC Under 13 Cup Success 

U13 Ray Harrison Midweek Cup 
Canvey Island Youth vs. Billericay Town Youth  
Friday 7.12.18 @ Bowers & Pitsea F.C.  
A local derby, a cup game, under the lights between 2 very good footballing teams, what more could 

you want on a Friday night !   

The game started at a frantic pace, CIFC Youth were out the blocks quickly, pressing BTFC all over the 

pitch, and keeping the ball very well with some great possession based football. The game was starting 

to take shape and had the makings of a fantastic cup tie with both teams creating opportunities, but 

both defenses stayed strong. In the 34th minute, a great combination play from CIFC set Josh Brown 

free in the inside right position, after a great touch, he unleashed an arrow from just inside the box 

into the far top corner to give CIFC the lead 1-0! Barely time to kick off & and the ref blew up for half-

time. 

HT CIFC 1 - BTFC 0 

The 2nd half was set up to be a corker, BTFC had to come out & CIFC had to be resilient if they were 

going to progress in this cup competition. It certainly lived up to it. In the 42nd minute, great play by 

BTFC gave them a chance to unleash a worldie shot from 30 yards, nestling into the top corner, 1-1 

and it was game on. CIFC stepped up another gear, constantly causing problems for BTFC getting 

behind their defense, and they were back in front on 55 minutes, when a great turn & through ball by 

Harry Bradbrook sent Josh Brown racing clear of the defense again, before calmly slotting the ball past 

the rushing GK to make it 2-1 to CIFC.  

This game was clearly set up now with just 15 minutes left in this pulsating cup tie! BTFC came back 

strong and piled on the pressure, with the CIFC defense standing strong and resolute, however after 

60 mins a free kick from the left was sent to back post, where a BTFC player was unmarked and calmly 

slotting the ball home to make it 2-2. 

CIFC immediately hit back though, and 2 minutes later in the 62nd minute, Carl Vivash drove into the 

BTFC penaly box, jinking round 2 players before being bundled over...... PENALTY! As the CIFC youth 

fans rushed round behind the goal, it was down to George Bennett to step up and hopefully put CIFC 

back in front.  The ball was placed run up started and the ball was smashed straight to middle to make 

it 3-2 CIFC sending the 30 or so younger CIFC fans behind the goal mad! Only 8 mins left, but the boys 

stood strong and managed to see this fantastic game out, running out 3-2 winners!  

CIFC U13s Bridges would like to thank Bowers & Pitsea F.C. for their 

hospitality and fantastic facility, and also to Paul Smith (CIFC Youth 

Chairman) who ran a coach for the youth players to come watch. 

They certainly made the difference, and i think it was the support 

that dragged the boys over the line in the end in what was a truly 

great game of football! Well done to both teams, and to the 200+ 

fans in attendance. 

CIFC U13 BRIDGES: Clark (GK), Carr, Firman, Wellmen, Hart (Capt), 

Suchley, Lovegrove, Roberts, Vivash, Brown  

SUBS: Carolan, Bradbrook, Williams  

 



 

We have been drawn at home in the next round of the competition & the game is as follows:Friday 

8th February  

CIFC vs. Brentwood Town 

@ Frost Van Hire Stadium, Park Lane, Canvey Island  

19:15pm Kick off  

We hope to see many fans down there to support the boys #JuniorGulls 

  

Brad Wellman 

Manager  

Canvey Island FC Youth U13’s 

 

Youth set up working 

Evidence that the clubs youth set up is working this season as four players from the U18’s have worked 

their way through the system and played for the reserves and now first team this season. 

Congratulations to Sam Dulieu, Sonny Hartman, Jack Unwin and George Unwin. Good to see the 

management team are giving youth a chance this season and long may it continue. 

 

 

Many Thanks 

 

Nick Wright 

Director 

Canvey Island Football Club 


