
 

Q & A 

 

Q: What has Eastleigh Pirates got to offer?  

Non-contact tag rugby and training for the Year R & Year 1 age groups in the Under 6s. 

Actual tag, touch and full-contact teams for Under 7s, U8s , U9s, U10s, U11s, U12s, U13s, U14s, U15s 

& U16s. 

Players at U17 to U19 age groups have a Colts Development team playing friendly games, plus a full 

Colts side playing in the Hampshire League structure. 

 

Q: When can you join the Pirates?  

The playing season runs from September to May each year, and training and games take place on a 

Sunday morning from 10am to 12 noon. Some teams also train mid-week in the evenings, but you 

can join at any time during the season just by turning up on a Sunday morning and asking to speak to 

a coach or team manager. 

 

Q: How much does it cost to join the Pirates?  

As a registered charity we endeavour to keep our playing charges as low as possible to enable 

everyone to participate in the sport. A full season’s playing costs just £60 for the first child and £30 

for siblings. We also ask for a £30 deposit for Match shirts which is refundable at the end of the 

season. 

 

Q: Do I need any special clothing to play?  

Players need to wear suitable clothing for training, especially boots. We play from Autumn to Spring 

and will only cancel training if the weather is particularly bad, so they will have fun whilst getting 

muddy, wet and cold at times.  

Club training tops, shorts, socks etc. are available from the Kit Shop at the Clubhouse on Sunday 

mornings, but are optional.  

We ask for a £30 deposit for Match shirts which is refundable at the end of the season. Advice on 

suitable boots and safety wear is available from the team coaches. 

 

Q: Will I be covered by any sort of playing insurance?  

All players have to be registered with the Rugby Football Union at Twickenham so that they are 

included on our playing insurance scheme, and to ensure we only play them in the correct age group 

against other Clubs. Therefore all players are expected to supply two passport type photos to 

confirm the player’s identity. There are other more comprehensive commercial playing insurance 

schemes on the market, and advice on such schemes can be obtained from the team coach. 



 

 

Q: How many team coaches are there?  

We have at least one qualified coach for each age group, and every volunteer is CRB checked. All our 

coaches have either completed the RFU training, or are due to complete the training before the end 

of the current season. As a Club we have invested over £2000 this season to ensure that we are able 

to provide the best possible training, and equipment, for the players. 

 

Q: How safe is the game at Junior level?  

Rugby is a fast, physical and fluid game, and we do all we can to ensure the health and safety of 

every player. 

The Club has a designated Safeguarding Officer and Codes of Conduct which we expect all players, 

parents, coaches and other volunteers to abide by. Details of our various Codes of Conduct are 

outlined in the Documents section. 

 

Q: Is there any travelling involved at Junior level?  

Our teams are entered into various tournaments throughout the season, all within Hampshire & 

Dorset. Therefore sometimes it does involve travel to places like Bournemouth, Havant, Basingstoke 

and Winchester. 

Some of the older age groups are invited to tournaments throughout Britain, and on occasions to 

tournaments in Europe 

 

Q: Is there a social side to playing for the Pirates?  

On a Sunday morning the Clubhouse is open from 9am serving tea, coffee, bacon sandwiches and 

even a full English breakfast. At 12 noon the bar opens to enable parents/guardians to enjoy a 

lunchtime drink and socialise. 

Various evening social events are organised throughout the season, like discos, where all are 

welcome. 

End of season presentation evenings are also very popular with both players and parents/guardians. 

So, why not give it a try…learn the art of rugby…learn respect for other players, and yourself…learn 

to respect your elders….learn valuable social and life skills….be a better person. 

 

 


