
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

Alvechurch 

v  Stratford Town 
 

Southern League Premier Central 

Tuesday 29th September 2020 



Season 2020/21 

Fixtures and Results 

 

 



Game Day 
Today we welcome all connected with Stratford Town for this opening evening home 

fixture in the 2020/21 Southern League Premier Central. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Next Up at Lye Meadow 
Saturday 3rd October 2020 – 3pm 

Alvechurch v Kidderminster Harriers 
Emirates FA Cup 2nd Qualifying Round 

Cover Image:   

Alan Smith rounds the Enderby Town keeper to score in a league game in 1982 

 

After the midweek FA Cup win, Church got back to league business last 
weekend, and were unlucky to not walk away with all three points after conceding 
a last minute, stoppage time, equaliser against Royston Town. 
 
There were many encouraging signs however after the debacle at Hitchin the 
previous weekend. 
 
So Church were off the mark with a point, and tonight’s visitors Stratford have 
also had a mixed start in the league, despite a great win in the FA Cup. A win at 
Bromsgrove Sporting in the Cup followed a 2-1 home win over Kings Langley in 
the opening league game. But last weekend Stratford suffered a 2-4 reversal at 
Needham Market. 
 
Next up for Church, next Saturday, will be an FA Cup encounter with 
Kidderminster Harriers  - all the more interesting as this will be the Harriers’ first 
competitive game of the season.  
 

 



Alvechurch FC – Who’s Who? 
Alvechurch Football Club Limited 

Company Limited by Guarantee - Company ID 03031058 
Registered Address:  Lye Meadow, Redditch Road, Alvechurch, Worcs, B48 7RS 

 
Members of ~   Birmingham County FA, Worcestershire FA 

Southern League and Midland Floodlit Youth League 
 

PATRON ~   Alan Smith 
 
PRESIDENT ~  Richard Jennings 
 
BOARD OF DIRECTORS ~  Richard Thorndike (Chairman) Doug 
Griffiths, Steve Denny, Neil Tomlin, Paul Weaver, Peter Gwilliam, Dean 
Holtham 

 
HONORARY VICE-PRESIDENTS ~  Rick Edwards, John Foster, Ray 
Lloyd, Steve Palin, Rob Waldron, Ray Yardley 
 
LIFE MEMBERS ~   Ray Lloyd, Keith Rostill 
 

         COMPANY/CLUB SECRETARY, FINANCE DIECTOR ~  Steve Denny 
 
COMMERCIAL & EVENTS MANAGER ~  Richard Thorndike 

 
          MATCH SECRETARY ~   Alan Deakin 
 
         PROGRAMME EDITOR ~  Alan Deakin 
 
         SOCIAL SECRETARY  ~   Paul Weaver 
 
         MATCHDAY PROMOTIONS   ~   Trevor Ball & Sue Tomlin 
 
         GROUND MANAGEMENT ~   Neil Tomlin, Rob Waldron 
                   

SOCIAL CLUB STEWARDS & HOSPITALITY  ~    Neil Tomlin, Paul Weaver, 
Steve Patton, Sam Edwards 

             
SAFETY OFFICER ~    Rob McLaren 
 
FOOTBALL MANAGEMENT TEAM 

            Manager   ~   Ian Long                            Assistant  ~   Richard Colwell 
            Coaches   ~   Matt Kirby, Chris Walwyn  Physio      ~   Greg Downes                     
  



Alvechurch FC – A Proud History 
 

Alvechurch Football Club, with its picturesque ground providing a 
grandstand view of the rolling Worcestershire hills in the Arrow Valley and its 
Lye Meadow facilities which are steadily being added to and improved presents 
a far different picture from when the club was founded in 1929. Then the team 
had to change in a pub and walk over the road to the local playing fields to 
contest their minor league matches. The move to Lye Meadow in 1957 was the 
turning point in the club's history and it began to go from strength to strength.  
 
The Early Years – Alvechurch Swifts 
The earliest mention of a Football Club in Alvechurch dates back to 1913 when a team 
called Alvechurch Juniors was recorded.  
 
By the 1920s, the team were known as Alvechurch Swifts and were playing football on 
Crown Meadow and using the Red Lion Inn as their headquarters. 
 
They were a successful team winning the Redditch Cup and Shield in 1924. 
1926 brought the General Strike followed by the depression. The club folded until late 
in 1929 when a team of young players, resurrected the Alvechurch Juniors name. To 
be called juniors the average age of the players had to be less than 21. 
 
The Meadows at the end of Meadow Lane, had been donated to the village by Col. 
Wiggins, making an ideal venue for the team. 
 
The team played successfully in the Redditch League until 1939, but was disbanded 
following the outbreak of war. 
 
Post War  
It took a little while after the war for Alvechurch Football Club to re-establish itself. 
Several village lads, after demobilisation, went to work at H.D.A. and joined the factory 
football team, which was a successful club playing in top class amateur football. When 
the village team was revived it attracted a number of these players. By 1948 a strong 
football committee had formed chaired by Major Border, with an excellent hard working 
secretary/groundsman in Frank Bullock and an equally excellent treasurer in George 
Louch. The president was Harold Norton, a gentleman whose word was his bond and 
gave support by attending matches and providing team strips. 
 
The club became the hub of village life and a supporters club was formed under the 
chairmanship of Tom Atkins. The majority of the committee members were ladies, who 
organised social events such as the Christmas Whist Drive and on one occasion a 
Carnival with Roy Court and Angela Teague as the Prince and Princess. 
 
The club prospered from the funds raised by these events. Few village clubs at the 
time could own and use three different coloured strips in a season and what is more to 
have a committee who ensured that the kit was washed after each match. The level of 



support for Alvechurch F.C. was such that for a needle match against Feckenham, six 
coach loads of supporters travelled from the village. 
 
During this successful period matches were still being played at the Meadows, but as 
this venue belonged to the village no admission charge could be made. A box would 
be passed round hoping for donations to the club, so when the opportunity arose to 
move to a new ground at the Guants, the club took the decision to do so. This was a 
field situated below the Church, off Snake Lane. Hence it was possible to make an 
admission charge, but when the land was required for building houses a further move 
was necessary. Mr Philip Palmer sold the field adjoining his house on Redditch Road 
to the club for £1,000. As a result of determined fund raising, the club was able to raise 
this sum in five years, this providing a permanent home – Lye Meadow. 
 
In 1955 the club achieved a rare accolade from the “Birmingham Sports Argus” 
newspaper when it was voted “ in the top ten in the midlands”. 
Junior League Clubs, never mind a Worcestershire village team, were rarely given that 
kind of coverage at the time, if at all. 
 
The Lye Meadow Era Begins 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Following the move to Lye Meadow in 1957 the club continued to prosper and gain 
reputation, none more so than through mid-sixties with the team’s giant-killing runs in 
the FA Amateur Cup.  
 
Alvechurch finished runners-up in the West Midlands Alliance League in 1961 under 
the guidance of Rhys Davies and joined the Worcestershire Football (now Midland) 
Combination in 1961/62 and claimed their first league title the following year. In twelve 
seasons they won the championship four times and were runners-up on five other 
occasions. They also claimed the League Challenge Cup five times and were runners-
up twice in this period. 



 
In the 1964/65 season Church reached the quarter-finals and then got to the semi-
finals the following year, where  a defeat against Wealdstone at Stamford Bridge 
denied the village club a Wembley appearance. Having beaten Crook Town, Enfield, 
Skelmersdale and Stowmarket Town on the way to the last four, Church were only 
edged out by a defensive error in losing 0-1 to Wealdstone in front of around 10,000 
supporters from Worcestershire. 
 

 
  
 
 
In their second year in the FA Cup 
Church reached the first round 
proper in 1971/72 after the 11 hour, 6 
match marathon in the Fourth 
Qualifying Round against Oxford 
City. This tie is now recorded in the 
Guinness Book of Records.  
 
 
However Alvechurch then went down 
4-2 to Aldershot after a brave 
struggle in a match that was the 12th 
in three weeks for some of the team.  
 



 
In 1972/73 Church became the first amateur side to ever win the Worcestershire 
Senior Cup – retaining it the following year. 
 
1973/74 was, in fact the most successful season in the clubs history. Joining the West 
Midlands (Regional) League, the club won the Premier Division Championship, the 
League Challenge Cup, the Birmingham Senior Amateur Cup and the Worcestershire 
Senior Cup. In the FA Cup Church reached the Third Round Proper, going down 4-2 at 
Bradford City after beating Exeter City at St James Park in the First Round Proper. 
 
In 1974/75 again Alvechurch achieved the West Midlands League and Cup double 
despite losing five players, but were beaten in the final of the Worcestershire Senior 
Cup by a single goal. 
 
In 1975/76 the club completed a hat trick of League Championships and also won the 
Border Counties Floodlit League. 
 
1976/77 saw Church win the League Championship a fourth consecutive time and this 
was the year the Worcestershire Senior Cup and the Border Counties Challenge Cup 
returned to Lye Meadow. 
 
The club gained entry into the Southern League for the 1978/79 season and as the 
only true village club playing in the league finished in a creditable third position. 
 

1980/81 saw another milestone for Alvechurch with the winning of the Midland Division 
and the Championship of the Southern League having beaten Southern Division 
Champions Dartford in the two legged final. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



The 1981/82 season produced a seesaw battle to retain the League Championship but 
Nuneaton finished the stronger to push Alvechurch into the runners-up position.  
 
During that season Alan 
Smith gained international 
honours when 
representing the England 
Non-league team and 
subsequently joined 
Leicester City.  
 
He then joined Arsenal for 
£800,000 where he 
gained full international 
honours playing for 
England. 
 
 
 
 
 
It was back to success in the 1982/83 season when having gaining promotion to the 
Southern League Premier Division, the club won the Southern League Cup following a 
7-2 aggregate win against Waterlooville. 
 
Following the demise of benefactor Philip Palmer and the 
president Alan Wiseman, the club were relegated to the 
Midland Division of the league and  there began a gradual 
decline. Geoff Turton of the Rockin’ Berries pop group 
stepped in to keep the club alive aided by the sale of Andy 
Comyn to Aston Villa. 
 
 
Down But Not Out 
Financial speculators gained control of the club in 1992 after the club had re-formed 
and obtained a place in the West Midlands Regional League. Church completed  a first 
season, but the financial mismanagement of the club resulted in closure the following 
November (1993), immediately after Church had just played an FA Vase replay against 
Pelsall Villa – ironically also their first opponents after re-forming at the beginning of 
the previous season. 
 
In 1994 a dedicated band of supporters resurrected the club as Alvechurch Villa, 
rebuilding the seated stand and refurbishing the clubhouse to gain admission to the 
Midland Combination Premier Division, finishing in fifth position in the league and 
beaten finalists in the Smedley Crooke Cup in that first season. The team went onto 
reach the League Cup Final the following season, only to lose out to League 
Champions Bloxwich Town. 
 
 



In 1996 the club reverted back to its original name and became simply, Alvechurch. 
 
The next few seasons were a struggle but the 2000/01 season ended with club’s first 
trophy since being reformed, when the Smedley Crooke Cup was again won. 
 
Season 2001/02 introduced the management duo of Andy Hibbert and Neil Bryan, who 
were only given the job a couple of weeks before the season started, after a 
management and player exodus. The club struggled through the season, just escaping 
relegation finishing in 20th place. The board kept faith however and season 2002/03 
witnessed Church’s best season in 20 years with the League and Cup double, winning 
the Combination Premier League and Challenge Cup, a feat last completed in 
1971/72.  At the end of the season, Church where promoted into the Midland Football 
Alliance. 
 
In season 2003/04 the Worcestershire Senior Urn was won for the first time and then 
retained the following season. 
 
Season 2006/07 brought further success when the Worcester Infirmary Cup came to 
Lye Meadow for the first time, which was then retained the following year 2007/08. 
A double success was achieved that season with The Worcestershire Senior Urn 
returning to Lye Meadow for the third time. 
 
In season 2009/10 Church reached their highest league position since reforming by 
finishing 7th in the Midland Football Alliance. In the cup the Worcestershire Senior Urn 
was won for the 4th time of asking and the final of the Birmingham Senior Cup was 
reached, but Church fell to a stoppage time winner against higher level side Nuneaton 
Town. 
 
Season 2010/11 proved to be a tumultuous one – with three sets of managers running 
the first team throughout the campaign, ending the season with Church’s lowest MFA 
finish. 
In season 2011/12, although finishing in 13th place following a dramatic improvement in 
form from February onwards, there was the disappointment of reaching the final of the 
Worcestershire Senior Urn and then losing out to the holders Bewdley Town. 
 
Season 2012/13 saw more upheaval with Vaughan Pearshouse being replaced at the 
end of the first month of the season by Dean Holtham. The tie-up with Birmingham 
City’s Football in the Community scheme was to bring about another spate of team 
changes throughout the season as more young blood took to the field – 34 players in 
total featuring for the first time from September onwards. The Worcester Senior Urn 
was captured at the end of the season after a penalty shoot-out win against Pershore 
Town, and a creditable 11th place finish in the MFA table after an entertaining season. 
 
In 2013/14, the club finished 13th, after their best ever start to a MFA campaign and 
reached the 3rd round proper of the FA Vase before going out 1-0 to Westfields. The 
season also saw Dean Holtham leaving in early November, being replaced by Ross 
Thorpe as manager. 
 
 



2014/15 saw the Midland Football Alliance and Midland Combination Leagues merge 
into the newly formed, Midland Football League, with Alvechurch playing in the 
Premier Division. Ross Thorpe was replaced at the end of August by new manager, 
Lee Adams. Adams himself left suddenly early in the new year, and was succeeded by 
Assistant Lee Knight who held the reins until the end of the season. A complete 
overhaul in the summer of 2015 saw Tividale management team of Ian Long and 
Richard Colwell switch to Lye Meadow.  
 
 
Time for Change 
Having led the Black 
Country side to the MFL title 
in 2014 they had the 
pedigree to promise a 
serious title challenge, and 
set about the task with the 
bringing of the bulk of 
Tividale’s Northern Premier 
League side to 
Worcestershire.  
 
 
 
 

Reformed Hereford found themselves placed 
in the MFL, but Church pushed their 
illustrious rivals all the way in registering a 
record points total of 101 points but falling 
just short to claim the runners up spot.  
A record breaking season in more ways than 
one as Alvechurch registered: most  wins 
(32, and more than the previous two seasons 
combined), least losses (5), most goals 
scored (99) and least goals conceded (30) 
compared to the previous twelve seasons at 
this level. 

 
 
Alvechurch also returned their first 
silverware since 2013  by capturing the 
Worcester Senior Urn for the sixth time, 
beating Bromsgrove Sporting 3-0 at 
Evesham FC. 
 
The management team were retained at 
the end of the 2015/16 season, and the 
bulk of the squad announcing that they 
too were returning for the new season. 

 



Season 2016/17 saw Church installed as favourites for the MFL crown after Hereford’s 
promotion. Early season form was not particularly good, and Church found themselves 
playing catch as Westfields came out of the blocks like a train, and established a 
commanding points advantage alongside their impressive FA Cup run. 
 
But by the end of October, it was Church who held a 12 points advantage, although 
Westfields had 6 games in hand. Lye Town, Coleshill Town, and Sporting Khalsa were 
also very much in the frame. 
 
By the end of November Church still held top spot – now only two points ahead of Lye, 
and seven in front of Westfields, with the challengers having two and six games in 
hand respectively. Coleshill, who were in the middle of an impressive FA Vase run, 
were eight points adrift, and with two games in hand. Church held onto their advantage 
into the new year, with Lye and Coleshill the nearest challengers, and Westfields still 
playing catch up having played five games less. 
 
By the beginning of March, Westfields challenge had faded, and the closest threat was 
Coleshill, nine points behind, and just one game in hand. In March, a surprising home 
defeat for Church against Long Eaton put the title back in the melting pot, but Church 
could have sealed the title at rivals Coleshill on 15th April, but lost 2-0 to keep the 
nerves jangling. And a nervous win on Easter Monday at home to Boldmere finally set 
up a potential title winning game the following weekend. 
 
The title was claimed with one game to spare on Saturday 22nd April 2017, with a 1-1 
draw at relegation threatened Shawbury United, and the final home game against 
Rocester became a formality. 
 
 
 

 
 



And there were still the matter of two cup finals to put the icing on the cake.  
 
A 2-1 win in the League Cup final at Walsall’s Bank’s Stadium was followed a week 
later by a 4-1 win over Wednesfield at Wolves’ Molineux Stadium, as Church claimed 
these two pieces of silverware for the first time. 
 

[Below left : League Cup success is celebrated  at Walsall FC and Below right: the JW 

Hunt Cup is lifted at Molineux]] 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Promotion was confirmed 
with Church’s acceptance 
into the Evostik League 
South (Northern Premier 
League) for the 2017/18 
season, heralding a 
return to this level exactly 
25 years after leaving the 
Southern League in 1992.  
 
 
 
Step 4: 
After an opening day win over Leek Town, Church mustered 3 wins in their first 4 
league games to give notice that this was not merely going to be a season of 
consolidation, but one of challenge. 
 
There were strong runs in the FA Trophy and FA Cup too, with higher league 
opposition in the form of Grantham Town and Cambridge City being dispatched along 
the way.  Redditch United, Stourbridge and Rushall were beaten in cup competition. 
 
Church hit second spot on 4th November, and although dropping to 8th by New Year’s 
Day, the Lye Meadow side had a clutch of games in hand, which when played saw a 



top two spot reclaimed by the end of February and for good after the 1-0 win over 
Cleethorpes on 27th March, after which six wins in the next eight games saw 
off the challenge of Frickley Athletic and Bedworth in particular. 
 
Church registered only seven league defeats all season, and their consistent form saw 
them through to secure runners up spot behind run-away champions Basford United.   
 
Promotion to the Evostik South Premier Central (Step 3) followed, and Church 
stamped their credentials with a pre-season Worcestershire Senior Cup win against 
Redditch United after defeating Kidderminster Harriers in the semi finals. 
 
[Below: Church supporters celebrate after the award of the NLPS runners up trophy 
after the final game of the season.]     

     
 

 
Step 3: 
Church played the 2018/19 season in the newly formed Step 3 league labelled the 
Southern League Premier Central. 
 
Sitting in mid-table until the end of September, Church then break into the top six, and 
after a slight blip towards the end of the calendar year, re-impose themselves in the 
new year and hold onto a play-off spot by finishing in fourth place. A play off semi final 
win over Stourbridge set up a final tie away at Kings Lynn Town, with the winners 
facing a Super Play Off tie with Warrington Town the following week. Church fall at this 
final hurdle as the Norfolk side ran out worthy 3-0 winners on the day. 
 



The season that never was 
So it was to be a second season in the Premier Central for Church, but it would be 
without the management team that had brought the club back to the level enjoyed in 
the 1980’s, as Long and Coldwell moved onto league rivals Stourbridge. 
 
Darren Byfield was appointed to begin a rebuilding process for the 2019/2020 season. 
But Byfield’s reign lasted only fifteen league games – yielding only three wins – and 
coupled with exits from all cups at the first hurdle Church made a change with former 
manager Dean Holtham coming in, initially as interim boss, but then more permanently 
at the beginning of December. 
 
Long and Coldwell returned in March to oversee Church’s attempt to escape the drop 
back to Step 4 after parting ways with Stourbridge. And then, of course, it all came to a 
halt as football across the globe ground to a halt in the wake of the covid-19 pandemic 
that swept this country in the Spring of 2020. Church played their last game in the “null 
and void” 2019/20 season on Saturday 7th March – a 0-2 home defeat to Nunuaton 
Borough, that left the club deep in the relegation zone, nine points from safety, with 
twelve games “remaining”. 
 
The season was officially ended on 9th April, and Church would survive to give it 
another go in the Premier Central in the 2020/21 season. 
 
 

 
 
 
 

       

  

Alvechurch FC – Season 2020/21 

 



Alvechurch FC – Honours 
                              

 F.A. AMATEUR CUP SEMI-FINALISTS 

                     1965/66 

                  FA CUP THIRD ROUND PROPER 

1973/74 

                                      BIRMINGHAM SENIOR CUP FINALISTS 

                                               1980/81; 1981/82; 2009/10 
 

 

WINNERS 

 

WORCESTERSHIRE COMBINATION DIVISION ONE - 1962/63; 64/65; 66/67 

 

WORCESTERSHIRE COMBINATION DIVISION TWO - 1965/66 

 

WORCESTERSHIRE SENIOR CUP 

1972/73; 73/74; 76/77; 2018/19 ; 2019/20 (shared) 

 

WORCESTERSHIRE SENIOR URN 

2003/04; 04/05; 07/08; 09/10; 12/13; 15/16 

 

WORCESTERSHIRE CTY JNR CUP - 1968/69 

 

WORCESTERSHIRE INFIRMARY CUP  -  2006/07; 07/08 

 

WORCESTERSHIRE COUNTY FA YOUTH CUP - 1979/80; 2007/08 

 

NORTHERN PREMIER – SOUTH (Step 4) – Runners Up – 2017/18 

 

MIDLAND FOOTBALL LEAGUE – PREMIER DIVISION (Step 5) –  

Runners Up – 2015/16 

CHAMPIONS – 2016/17 

 

MIDLAND FOOTBALL LEAGUE – LEAGUE CUP – 2016/17 

 

MIDLAND COMBINATION PREMIER DIVISION - 2002/03 

 

MIDLAND COMB. DIVISION 1 - 1971/72 

 

MIDLAND COMBINATION CHALLENGE CUP –  

1964/65; 65/66; 67/68; 68/69; 71/72; 2002/03 

MIDLAND COMBINATION INVITATION CUP 

1966/67; 1967/68 



 

WEST MIDLANDS REGIONAL LEAGUE PREMIER 

1973/74; 74/75; 75/76; 76/77 

 

WEST MIDLANDS REGIONAL LEAGUE CHALLENGE CUP 

1973/74; 74/75; 77/78 

 

SOUTHERN LEAGUE MIDLANDS DIVISION - 1980/81 

 

SOUTHERN LEAGUE CHAMPIONS (Championship Match) - 1980/81 

 

SOUTHERN LEAGUE CUP - 1982/83 

 

BIRMINGHAM SENIOR AM. CUP - 1973/74 

 

J W HUNT CUP – 2016/17 

 

BIRMINGHAM COUNTY FA JNR CUP - 1965/66; 67/68 

 

BIRMINGHAM COUNTY FA YTH CUP  - 1978/79; 99/2000 

 

PLANET CUP - 1964/65; 65/66 

 

CHRISTCHURCH CUP - 1964/65; 65/66 

 

LEN GOULDEN CUP - 1969/70 

 

W. EDGAR LEE MEMORIAL CUP 

1966/67; 69/70; 70/71; 72/73; 73/74; 76/77 

 

TONY ALLDEN MEMORIAL CUP - 1969/70 

 

GT BRITAIN POLICE CH. CUP 1976/77 

 

SMEDLEY CROOKE CUP –  

1982/83; 86/87; 2000/01 

 

BORDER COUNTIES FLOODLIT LGE 

1975/76; 76/77 

 

MIDLAND FLOODLIT YOUTH LEAGUE  - 2000/01 



 



  



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Stratford Town where formed in 1941, but it was not until the mid 50’s w hen they 
joined the Worcestershire Combination (later to become the Midland Combination in 
1954), that they had any success on the pitch. 
 
In their first season, Stratford finished 4th. In 1956 Stratford were runners-up and the 
following year they won the title by 5 points from Wolverhampton Wanderers. In 1955-
56 Stratford reached the Challenge Cup Final, but were beaten by Bromsgrove 
Rovers. Between 1954 and 1957 the Club played 102 games, winning 65, drawing 15 
and losing 21, scoring 313 goals and conceded 138. As a result, Stratford decided to 
join the Birmingham and District League and were in Div. 2 for 3 years, before the 
League was reorganised. It was a very strong League and Stratford’s fortunes slipped, 
although they did win the Birmingham Senior Cup beating Lockheed Leamington in the 
Final 2-1 in 1963, the game was played at Moor Green, and Sid Keenan scored both 
goals. 
 
In 1970-71 Stratford went back to the Midland Combination, where they stayed for 5 
seasons before joining the Hellenic League. In their first season, they finished 10th but 
the next year they finished bottom and they went back to the Midland Combination. 
However, lack of success continued as they finished with only 13 points and were 
relegated to Div.2. Being relegated gave the Club time to regroup and within 3 years 
they were back in the premier Division. After winning the League in 1987, Stratford 
applied to join the southern League, but the Ground was not up to standard.  
 
A new Club House and Changing Rooms were built and floodlights were installed in 
1990. 
 
In 1994 Stratford were elected as a founder member of the Midland Football Alliance 
and finished 3rd in their first season. To cap this, Andy Smith was voted MFA player of 
the season. In 1997-98 the Club suffered severe financial problems, and a number of 
local business men got together and took over the Club to get it back on its feet. 
Lennie Derby was brought in as manager, but it was not until the 1999-2000 that things 
improved when they were runners-up to Alliance new boys Oadby Town. The next two 
seasons saw Stratford setting the pace and sitting top of the table at Christmas.  
 

Here Tonight 

Stratford Town 

 
 



However, spells of bad weather and postponements led to a backlog of fixtures with 
Town failing to hold onto the top spot. 
 
For the 2002-03 campaign, Stratford were in contention for most of the season with 
Stourbridge, Rushall Olympic and early pace setters Oadby Town who got to the semi-
final of the FA Vase. Stourbridge won the league, but it was not until the last game of 
the Season that Rushall, pipped Stratford for 2nd place. Stratford won the League Cup 
for the first time beating Causeway United 1-0, with Leon Mitchell getting the goal in 
extra time. 
 
The 2003-04 season got off to a great start, Stratford winning their 2nd trophy in 3 
months, beating Stourbridge 1-0 to win the Joe McGorian Cup and Stratford were 
unbeaten after the first 12 games of the season, winning the Team of the month for 
August. After 3 mid-season defeats Stratford only lost twice in the next 20 games to 
keep in the title race, suffering 3 more defeats Town Came back with 5 wins. A win or 
a draw in the last game of the season against Willenhall at Masons Road, would 
secure 2nd place and promotion but Willenhall won and gained the promotion spot. 
 
The 2004-05 season got off to a great start when Stratford became the first team to 
retain the League Cup with a 3-1 win over Rushall Olympic in the rearranged Final at 
Willenhall. However, it was the opposite in the League with Town losing their first 4 
League games and were in the relegation zone for the first half of the season. It was a 
shock when Lennie Derby resigned in January. In his 6 years at the Club he had been 
close to promotion several times. With his departure Assistant Manager Ian Britton 
took charge for the rest of the season.  
 
After being reinstated in the F A Cup after Sutton Coldfield played an ineligible player, 
Stratford got to the 3rd qualifying round the best they have ever done, but were beaten 
3-0 at Masons Road by Southport and were beaten 3-0 by Sutton Town in the F A 
Vase. 
 
Stratford striker Craig Pountney won the MFA Golden Boot award for the 2nd time in 4 
years, scoring 32 goals, and was supporter’s player of the year. 
 
After a good pre-season build up to the 2005/06 season hopes were high, but this form 
was not transferred to the new League campaign, despite winning the first two games, 
results were indifferent and again Stratford were fighting in the lower half of the table.  
With a good win against Stourport Swifts in the F A Cup it looked as if things might 
improve, but no, as Stratford went out of every other cup competition at the first hurdle. 
With results not improving and not being able to bring in new faces to strengthen the 
Squad, manager Ian Britton resigned. 
 
Former player Dennis Mulholland was appointed as the new manager. Bringing in a lot 
of new faces to try and improve results had little effect, as Stratford were still having a 
mixed bag of results and eventually finished 14th in the League at the end of the 
season, their lowest position for a number of years.  
 
The 2006/07, season was a successful one for Stratford, finishing 4th in the League 
and having good runs in the FA Cup and the FA Vase. Going out to Conference South 



side Bishops Stortford away 2-0, in the 3rd qualifying round and losing 2-1 to MFA 
rivals Quorn 2-1 at Sutton Park in the 4th round respectively. 
 
The 2007 / 2008 season saw the appointment of Micky Moore and Town riding high in 
the MFA until a disastrous post-Christmas run put an end to any promotion hopes.  
The 2008 / 2009 season was Town’s first full one at its new Knights Lane facility and 
expectations were high for the season ahead. An historic run in the FA Vase ended in 
5th round defeat to eventual winners Whitley Bay but again league form was 
inconsistent. Despite a great run in the last two months Town ended in 6th place 
having never threatened the top three and manager Micky Moore paid the price at the 
end of the season.  
 
New manager Rod Brown was appointed, with the task of bringing that elusive 
promotion top of his list of priorities. A first season finish in third place was followed by 
a dismal start to the 2010 / 2011 season and by September Brown had left. 
 
Former player Morton Titterton replaced Brown, once again a top six finish was gained, 
along with a fine end of season league cup win over Boldmere St Michaels. The 2011 / 
2012 season was again disappointing and Carl Adams was brought in as co-manager 
for the 2012 / 2013 campaign. Unfortunately Morton Titterton had to relinquish his 
duties leaving Carl Adams in sole charge. Town went top of league in early September 
and remained there, at one point opening up a 19 point lead. But with the terrible 
winter causing fixture chaos Town secured the title with 4 games left to play thus 
ending their 19 season stay in the MFA and promotion to the Southern League Div 1 
South & West. 
 
The 2013/14 season saw Town finish in 10th position playing a brand of attacking 
football that produced 103 goals and the league’s leading goalscorer in Richard 
Gregory with 39.                                        
 
The 2014/15 season saw the majority of the previous year’s squad re-signed and 
together with some additional signings Town made an impressive start hitting the top 
of the table after 10 consecutive wins. Despite a poor run of results around the turn of 
the year they produced a 12 match unbeaten run to secure a 3rd place finish and 
reach the play off’s. Having overcome Taunton Town 2-1 in the semi-final they beat 
Larkhall Athletic in the final in front of a ground record crowd of 1054 supporters to 
gain promotion to the Evo-stik Southern Premier League. 
 
After winning promotion to the Southern League Prem the 2015/16 season was all 
about survival.  The previous season’s end of season form continued with Town 
making a bright start to life at the highest level in their history. By Christmas Town 
were comfortable in mid table but a poor run of form into the new year meant a 
promising start turned into a 19th place finish. Mission accomplished and onto a tough 
second season in the Division 
 
Season 2016-17 saw Town finish in 14th place and but for 17 drawn games could have 
a lot higher. Most of the squad have re-signed for the coming season which in addition 
to six new signings will hopefully see Town consolidate their position at this level. 
 



Season 2017-18 Town finished in 15th place and at the end of the season Carl Adams 
decided to move onto Rugby Town. With new investors joining the club former Aston 
Villa striker Darren Byfield was appointed as the new manager. Unfortunately his 
tenure was short lived and former Kettering Town boss Thomas Baillie took the helm 
with Scott Machin as his number two. With several new players joining the club that 
season Town now looked forward to a new era and to a successful campaign for the 
2018-19. 
 
Stratford finished a very respectable fifth in the table, and entered the play-offs, losing 
to the eventual super play-off winners Kings Lynn Town. 
 
 

Prior Meetings : Alvechurch v Stratford Town 

 

The two sides met in 10 MFA seasons (Step 5) between 2003/4 and 2012/13, 

including Church’s first home game at that level, in August 2003. 

 

Full Record:         P            W         D         L         F          A        Pts 

20 6 4 10 29 42 22 

 
There were also two League Cup meetings over this time. 
 
In the 2006/7 competition, ‘Church won a penalty shoot out after a 1-1 scoreline after 
120 minutes of play. And in the 2010/11 campaign, Stratford brushed ‘Church aside in 
the Quarter Final with a 6-2 win here at Lye Meadow.  
 
Then there was an FA Cup tie early in the 2018/18 season, where Church triumphed 
1-0 on away soil. Subsequently that same season, Stratford triumphed in two other cup 
competitions. 
 
In the League Cup, Church lost 2-4 at home to Stratford, and in the same month, in the 
FA Trophy, Church bowed out 0-3 in a replay after the first game had finished level at 
1-1. 
 
The first league encounter of the 2018/19 season took place on 5th January, with 
Church triumphing with a stoppage time goal from Josh March. This win halted a bad 
run for Church in which they had suffered three consecutive league losses. In the 
return match later that month the two sides played out a 2-2 draw at Lye Meadow. 
 
In the aborted 2019/20 season the two sides met only once – in mid September. 
Stratford won this home game by a 2-0 scoreline. 

 

 



Stratford Town FC 

Recent League Performances 
 

SEASON    LEAGUE     P    W    D    L    F    A    P      POS 

 

2000-01   MID ALL   42   20   10   12   96   58   70      6/22 

2001-02   MID ALL   42   24    7   11   81   49   79      4/22 

2002-03   MID ALL   42   29    6    7  105   38   93      3/22 

2003-04   MID ALL   46   28    8   10   89   45   92      3/24 

2004-05   MID ALL   42   20    4   18   71   67   64     11/22 

2005-06   MID ALL   42   15    6   21   49   55   51     15/22 

2006-07   MID ALL   42   25    7   10   81   47   82      4/22 

2007-08   MID ALL   42   17   12   13   88   63   63      7/22 

2008-09   MID ALL   42   21   11   10   92   65   74      6/22 

2009-10   MID ALL   42   26    4   12   89   50   82      3/22 

2010-11   MID ALL   44   26    8   10   92   48   86      5/23 

2011-12   MID ALL   42   19    8   15   79   55   64 *    8/22 

2012-13   MID ALL   42   28    7    7  106   46   91      1/22 

 

2013-14   SOUTH-1SW 42   19    5   18  103   86   62     10/22 

2014-15   SOUTH-1SW 42   28    5    9   82   40   89      3/22 

 

2015-16   SOUTH-P   46   13   11   22   59   68   50     19/24 

2016-17   SOUTH-P   46   13   17   16   64   66   56     14/24 

2017-18   SOUTH-P   46   15   10   21   68   81   55     15/24 

2018-19   SOUTH-PC  42   21    9   12   55   49   72      5/22 

2019-20   SOUTH-PC  33    8    4   21   42   74   28     ABAND 
 

 

 

Last Time Here 
Tuesday 22nd January 2019 

Alvechurch 2 Stratford Town 2 

 
The sixth meeting of the season between the two clubs, and a 2-2 draw ensures that 
the season ends with a 2-2-2 record. 
 
Church dominated the first half, and held a 1-0 half time lead courtesy of a Rahis Nabi 
free kick on 41 minutes, pinpointed low into the corner of the goal from 22 yards. 
 
Stratford equalised, only for Church to regain the lead on xx minutes when Lee Chilton 
latched onto a ball drilled across the box from Josh March to convert from close in. 
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Stratford levelled for a second time with eight 
minutes remaining as the visitors finished in the 
ascendancy, but Church held out to keep a precious 
point. 
 
 

Emirates FA Cup 1st 
Qualifying Round 
Results 
 
AFC Rushden & Diamonds 0 Newark 5 
Banbury United 1 Carlton Town 0 
Barwell 3 Bedworth United 1 
Brantham Athletic 1 St Ives Town 0  

Bromsgrove Sporting 1 Stratford Town 2 
Coalville Town 2 Sheffield 0 
Grantham Town 2 Rushall Olympic 2 (Grantham on pens) 
Hanley Town 3 Redditch United 2 
Hednesford 3 Long Eaton United 2 
Hitchin Town 3 Needham Market 0 
Kings Langley 1 Clacton 1 (Kings Langley on pens) 
Leiston 5 Biggleswade Town 1 
Lowestoft 2 Aveley 3 
Nuneaton Borough 2 Loughborough Dynamo 1 
Peterborough Sports 2 Enfield 2 (Peterbourough Sports on pens) 
Royston 2 Wroxham 0 
Tamworth 3 Stourbridge 3 (Tamworth on pens) 
 

Match Report 
Tuesday 22nd September 2020 

Emirates FA Cup – 1st Qualifying Round 

Shifnal Town 0 Alvechurch 2 
A potentially tricky away tie in the FA Cup 1st Qualifying Round was successfully 
negotiated by a revitalised Church side, unrecognisable following the sluggish league 
opener at Hitching at the weekend. 
 
 



Alvechurch: 
Brown, Hill (Cassidy 34), Sauane, Birch, Hull, Willets, Bellis, Monteiro, Wakeling (Lloyd 
86), Townsend (Botfield 66), Cook 
Subs not used: Daley, Brown-Hill, McFarlane, Marselia 
 
Shifnal Town: 
James, Uppal, Pinnock, Cunningham, Lloyd, Smith, Franco, Sharman, Hill, Montague, 
Wedderburn  Subs: Jones, Perks, Craner, McCarthy, Howarth, Webb, Holdcroft 
 
Shifnal were egged on by a vociferous home support and even more vociferous home 
bench, but it was the visitors who started more positively with dangerous pace on show 
up front in the form of Wakeling and Cook in evidence from the off. 
 
Just three minutes in Cook carved out a great chance for himself with a knife through 
butter run from midfield, but the ball just bobbled away from him as he entered the box, 
and he was unable to get a shot off on goal. Two minutes later the same player fires in 
a free kick from just outside the box – on target, but straight at keeper James. 
 
Sauane was also proving to be a lively asset down Church’s left flank, and on the 
quarter hour a looping cross evaded everyone in the box, only needing a touch to 
divert it into the gaping net. Church definitely on the front foot and looking the more 
likely to open the scoring. Wakeling as also proving to be a handful, and centre back 
Lloyd was cautioned on 19 minutes after bringing the Church frontman down. The 
resulting free kick as only half cleared, and Wakeling was on hand to lash the loose 
ball low into the corner through a ruck of players to set Church on their way with the 
opening goal. 
 
Shifnal were still a threat and had a great chance on 22 minutes with a quick break that 
forced Brown into a smart save with his legs to deny a one-on-one chance. 
Best other chance for Church came on 41 minutes when a Birch free kick from wide 
left was met under challenge by Willets, but his downward header was just wide of the 
foot of the post. 
 
Half Time:  Shifnal Town 0 Alvechurch 1 
 
The second half began scrappily for Church, and Shifnal had a little spell, during which 
Willets and Cook were both cautioned. The game itself was being played at a frantic 
pace, and had become at the same time scrappy and a little tetchy – especially the 
eight people standing in the home technical area. Shifnal squandered a couple of half 
chances to get an equaliser, none more so that on 63 minutes when an in-swinging 
corner was headed over from close range. Shifnal have probably had the best of the 
chances in this second period, but not clinical enough to make any of them count. And 
they would pay the price with 15 minutes remaining as Wakeling carved out a second 
goal for himself, out-muscling the full back before steering the ball past the advancing 
James with the outside of his foot, and as the ball nestled in the goal just inside the far 
post the tie was effectively over at 2-0.  
 
So it was Church who progress to the 2nd Qualifying Round draw at the end of the 
week. 



  



Match Report 
Saturday 26th September 2020 

Southern League Premier Central 

Alvechurch 2 Royston Town 2 
 
Church were back at Lye Meadow playing their first home league game since early 
March, and were within a minute of a first league win since New Year’s Day when 
Redditch were beaten 3-2 at the Valley. 
 
Alvechurch : Brown, Hill, Sauane. Birch, Hull, Willets, Bellis Botfield (Daley 66), 

Wakeling (Hamilton 90), Cook (Lloyd 71), Monteiro 
Subs not used: McFarlane, Maher 
 
Royston Town: Welch, Scott-Morriss, Brighton, Mentis (Rotimi 67), Murray, Parr, 
Castiglione. Bridges, Edwards. Watkins (Newton 66), Galliford (Adams 66) 
Subs not used: Williams 
 
It was a bright start for Church, and just two minutes in a Birch free kick forced 
Brighton to concede a corner by heading behind his own goal. Six minutes in and a 
three man passing move threads the ball across the face of the Royston box and Birch 
gets a sight of goal, curling a shot from 25 yards just wide of the post. 
Royston threatened when Castiglione swings in a cross from wide left, and Galliford 

volleys over from 15 yards.  
 
The lively Wakeling produced a moment of magic on 19 minutes when he wormed 
through four challenges in a burst through the midfield area, and tracking into the box 
he forced an interception from Scott-Morriss he drilled the ball past the foot of the post 
of his own goal to bring the run to an end. 
 
Edwards squandered a good chance for the visitors just before the half hour mark 
when he screwed a header wide from a good position after a free kick had only been 
half cleared. Brown was forced to save though, really for the first time, on 39 minutes 
when a cross from Watkins was met with a glancing header by Castiglione at the near 
post, and Brown beat the ball away well with a reflex stop. 
 
But it was the visitors who finished the first half most strongly, with first Galliford 
bundling through two tackles in the box before flashing an effort across the face of the 
goal, and then Brown was forced into action, saving full stretch from Watkins as he 
shot from the edge of the box. 



 
Half Time: Alvechurch 0 Royston Town 0 
 
The second half was only seconds old when the deadlock was broken however. 
Royston keeper Welch completely messes up an attempted clearance, and Wakeling 
swoops to gather the loose ball and sweep it into the empty net from an acute angle for 
the opening goal. 
 
Church were looking comfortable with their lead, and went toe to toe with Royston in a 
very even spell in the second half. Until that is the visitors found an equaliser, 
substitute Adams bundling the ball in from close range on 73 minutes. 
 
Unbowed, Church went straight back down the other end, and within three minutes 
had regained their lead. A Church free kick was only half cleared from the Royston 
box, and Wakeling drove the ball back in across the area, and sa it met by the 
onrushing Hull who drilled the ball in from eight yards for a smartly taken goal. 
 
The game became more open as it moved into its latter stages and Royston had 
upped the tempo to take the game to the hosts, looking for a second equaliser of the 
afternoon. An 84th minute free kick whipped into the box forced an intercepting 
clearance from Sauane who had to deflect the danger by deflecting the ball over his 
own bar, and a series of corners with only minutes remaining saw Church finally 
scrambling the ball clear to protect their lead late on. 
 
There seemed to be little danger deep into stoppage time with Royston winning a 
throw in deep in their own half. But it is dispatched down the flank, and Edwards gets 
control of the ball, sights goal, and lashes the ball across Brown into the far corner to 
silence Lye Meadow with virtually the last kick of the game.      

 

League Round Up 

 
Saturday 26th September 2020 

Stourbridge are the only team in the Pitching In Southern Football League Premier 
Division Central to have managed two wins from their opening two league matches. 
The Glassboys won 1-0 at the War Memorial Athletic Ground against Hitchin Town, 
who had also won their first match. However, the Canaries suffered the massive blow 
of having goalkeeper Charlie Horlock sent-off after just 4 minutes for a dangerous 
challenge on Richard Peniket. Outfield player Alex Marsh was forced to don the gloves 
and kept the hosts at bay until 8 minutes before half-time when Alex Fletcher broke the 



deadlock with a fine headed effort at the far post. Hitchin defended well for the second 
half and created several opportunities to equalise but the scoreline remained the same 
in the end. 
 
New-look Redditch United, Coalville Town, Needham Market and Tamworth 
earned their first wins of the new campaign to also remain unbeaten. 
 
The Reds won 1-0 at the Banbury Plant Hire Community Stadium, courtesy of a goal 
8 minutes from time from Jordan Clement. 
 
Coalville inflicted a second successive defeat on Leiston, running out 4-1 winners at 
the Mander Cruickshank Solicitors Stadium. Chris Robertson put the Ravens in front 
after 39 minutes and 4 minutes after the break, Kian Taylor added a second, with Luke 
Shaw making it 3-0 just 5 minutes later. Tim Berridge added the home side`s fourth on 
63 minutes, with Finlay Barnes netting a consolation for the Blues 18 minutes from 
time. 
 
The Marketmen beat a Stratford Town side who had won their opener 4-2 at 
Bloomfields. Summer signing Ben Fowkes bagged a quickfire brace in the 12th and 
15th minutes with Gareth Heath adding a third just after half-time and a minute later, 
Callum Page made it 4-0. 
 
Needham Market boss Kevin Horlock wouldn`t have been too happy with conceding 
two goals in the 70th and 87th minute from Joe Curtis and Mitch Glover respectively 
but would have been happy with the eventual outcome. 
 
Tamworth won by the same scoreline at The Lamb against a St Ives Town side who, 
like Stratford, had also won their opener. And it was the Saints who broke the deadlock 
through Marc Richards 12 minutes into the second half, only for Ryan Beswick to pull 
the home side back on level terms within 2 minutes from the penalty spot after Tom 
Tonks had been felled in the box by Nathan Hicks. But it was the visitors who 
responded again as Ben Seymour-Shove restored their lead in the 82nd minute. 
In a dramatic final few minutes Jordan Gough equalised on 86 minutes and Jordan 
Graham made it 3-2 to the Lambs 3 minutes later. St Ives` Edmund Hotter was sent-off 
following a second yellow card in added time, and from the free-kick Shaquille 
McDonald fired home low past the wall to make it 4-2 at the final whistle. 
 
Lowestoft Town, Rushall Olympic, Royston Town, AFC Rushden & Diamonds, 
Peterborough Sports and Bromsgrove Sporting also remain unbeaten after two 
matches. 
 
The Trawlerboys drew a blank in a goalless draw at Crown Meadow against a 
Hednesford Town, who are now off the mark, while the Pics shared a 1-1 draw at 
Dales Lane with Peterborough Sports, whose Mamadu Sani gave them the lead 5 
minutes after half-time, only for Sam Whittall to equalise with less than 3 minutes 
remaining. 
 
The Royston Crows earned a dramatic late leveller at Lye Meadow against an 
Alvechurch side for whom this was also a first point on the board. 



The home side had taken the lead almost immediately after half-time through Jacob 
Wakeling. Brandon Adams equalised in the 75th minute, only for Joe Hull to restore 
Church`s lead 2 minutes after that. But Adams` second and Royston`s leveller came 3 
minutes into stoppage time. 
 
Diamonds were held to another draw, this time a 1-1 Hayden Road stalemate against 
a Barwell side who were also getting off the mark for the season. They led after just 8 
minutes through new signing Jamie Ashmore with the hosts equalising with 8 minutes 
to go of normal time. 
 
And Bromsgrove made it two successive draws in a 0-0 affair at Biggleswade Town, 
for whom this was also a first point of 2020/21.  
 
The remaining game saw Kings Langley post their first three-point haul after beating 
a Nuneaton Borough side who had drawn their opener, 3-2 at The Orbital Fasteners 
Stadium. Eduard Toiny-Pendred put Kings in front after 12 minutes and Nuneaton had 
a great chance to level when they were awarded a 42nd minute penalty for a foul on 
Ryan Edmunds. But Kings` keeper Alex Tokarczyk saved Ravi Shamsi`s spot-kick. 
However, Boro`s former Middlesbrough star Leroy Lita turned the game in the visitors` 
favour with a brace in the 47th and 54th minutes. Brad Wadkins levelled things up 
again 2 minutes later and a minute from time, player-coach Jordan Parkes popped up 
with the home side`s winner. 
 

 

Southern League Premier Central 

Fixtures 
Tuesday 29th September 2020 

 

AFC Rushden & Diamonds v Hitchin Town 
Banbury United v Hednesford Town 

Biggleswade Town v Leiston 
Coalville Town v Redditch United 

Kings Langley v St Ives Town 
Lowestoft Town v Peterborough Sports 

Needham Market v Royston Town 
Rushall Olympic v Bromsgrove Sporting 

Tamworth v Barwell 

 



Alvechurch v Stratford Town 

Tuesday 29th September 2020 

Name Check 
         Alvechurch Squad    Stratford Squad 

Matt Sargeant    Ty Belford 

Jonathan Brown    Ryan Braimbridghe 

Joe Hull    Ben Birch 

Ben Cassidy    Cody Fisher 
Jamie Willets    George Heaven 

Peter Taylor    Sam Muggleton 

Dominic Hill-Brown    Max Ram 

Mitch Botfield    Dan Vann 
Joseph Daley    Jordan Williams 

Dave Bellis    Enoch Andoh 

Kieran Cook    Jow Curtis 

Babucar Sauane    Reece Flanagan 
Kevin Monteiro    Jimmy Fry 

Aaron Lloyd    Will Grocott 

Kyle McFarlane    Alex Henshall 

Tyrell Hamilton    Ashley Sammons 
Isai Marselia    Leam Howards 

Jack Birch    Kynan Isaac 

Taylor Townsend    Ken Feyi 

    Greg Kaziboni 
    Rheiss McLean 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Match Officials 

Referee  James Cox 

Assistants Charles Humphrys 

   David Hinton 


