
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

Alvechurch 

v  Royston Town 
 

Southern League Premier Central 

Saturday 26th September 2020 



Season 2020/21 

Fixtures and Results 

 

 

 



Game Day 
Today we welcome all connected with Royston Town for this opening home fixture in 

the 2020/21 Southern League Premier Central. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Next Up at Lye Meadow 
Tuesday 29th September 2020 – 7.45pm 

Alvechurch v Stratford Town 
Southern League Premier Central 

Cover Image: Church fans celebrate the club’s success in reaching the FA 

Amateur Cup semi final in 1966 – one game away from A Wembley final. 

 

After last weekend’s sobering experience at Hitchin Town, Alvechurch will be 
looking to get their season off the mark today in this match up against Royston 
Town. 
 
When the season was halted in March Royston were handily placed in 3rd in the 
Premier Central table, two points behind leaders Peterborough Sports, with three 
games in hand, and of course, Church were nine points from fourth bottom 
Leiston with two games in hand at the foot of the table. So the null and void 
season directly affected both sides for vastly different reasons. 
 
Back to current events, Royston themselves had to settle for a point last weekend 
after leading Banbury United, and in fact these two sides met at the beginning of 
last season with Royston running out 3-0 home winners, and also winning the 
return here at Lye Meadow in January by a 1-0 scoreline. 
 
FA Cup action midweek saw Church visit West Midlands side Shifnal Town and 
run out 2-0 winners. Royston also saw FA Cup action in hosting Wroxham on 
Tuesday evening also winning 2-0. 
 

 



Alvechurch FC – Who’s Who? 
Alvechurch Football Club Limited 

Company Limited by Guarantee - Company ID 03031058 
Registered Address:  Lye Meadow, Redditch Road, Alvechurch, Worcs, B48 7RS 

 
Members of ~   Birmingham County FA, Worcestershire FA 

Southern League and Midland Floodlit Youth League 
 

PATRON ~   Alan Smith 
 
PRESIDENT ~  Richard Jennings 
 
BOARD OF DIRECTORS ~  Richard Thorndike (Chairman) Doug 
Griffiths, Steve Denny, Neil Tomlin, Paul Weaver, Peter Gwilliam, Dean 
Holtham 

 
HONORARY VICE-PRESIDENTS ~  Rick Edwards, John Foster, Ray 
Lloyd, Steve Palin, Rob Waldron, Ray Yardley 
 
LIFE MEMBERS ~   Ray Lloyd, Keith Rostill 
 

         COMPANY/CLUB SECRETARY, FINANCE DIECTOR ~  Steve Denny 
 
COMMERCIAL & EVENTS MANAGER ~  Richard Thorndike 

 
          MATCH SECRETARY ~   Alan Deakin 
 
         PROGRAMME EDITOR ~  Alan Deakin 
 
         SOCIAL SECRETARY  ~   Paul Weaver 
 
         MATCHDAY PROMOTIONS   ~   Trevor Ball & Sue Tomlin 
 
         GROUND MANAGEMENT ~   Neil Tomlin, Rob Waldron 
                   

SOCIAL CLUB STEWARDS & HOSPITALITY  ~    Neil Tomlin, Paul Weaver, 
Steve Patton, Sam Edwards 

             
SAFETY OFFICER ~    Rob McLaren 
 
FOOTBALL MANAGEMENT TEAM 

            Manager   ~   Ian Long                            Assistant  ~   Richard Colwell 
            Coaches   ~   Matt Kirby, Chris Walwyn  Physio      ~   Greg Downes                     
  



Alvechurch FC – A Proud History 
 

Alvechurch Football Club, with its picturesque ground providing a 
grandstand view of the rolling Worcestershire hills in the Arrow Valley and its 
Lye Meadow facilities which are steadily being added to and improved presents 
a far different picture from when the club was founded in 1929. Then the team 
had to change in a pub and walk over the road to the local playing fields to 
contest their minor league matches. The move to Lye Meadow in 1957 was the 
turning point in the club's history and it began to go from strength to strength.  
 
The Early Years – Alvechurch Swifts 
The earliest mention of a Football Club in Alvechurch dates back to 1913 when a team 
called Alvechurch Juniors was recorded.  
 
By the 1920s, the team were known as Alvechurch Swifts and were playing football on 
Crown Meadow and using the Red Lion Inn as their headquarters. 
 
They were a successful team winning the Redditch Cup and Shield in 1924. 
1926 brought the General Strike followed by the depression. The club folded until late 
in 1929 when a team of young players, resurrected the Alvechurch Juniors name. To 
be called juniors the average age of the players had to be less than 21. 
 
The Meadows at the end of Meadow Lane, had been donated to the village by Col. 
Wiggins, making an ideal venue for the team. 
 
The team played successfully in the Redditch League until 1939, but was disbanded 
following the outbreak of war. 
 
Post War  
It took a little while after the war for Alvechurch Football Club to re-establish itself. 
Several village lads, after demobilisation, went to work at H.D.A. and joined the factory 
football team, which was a successful club playing in top class amateur football. When 
the village team was revived it attracted a number of these players. By 1948 a strong 
football committee had formed chaired by Major Border, with an excellent hard working 
secretary/groundsman in Frank Bullock and an equally excellent treasurer in George 
Louch. The president was Harold Norton, a gentleman whose word was his bond and 
gave support by attending matches and providing team strips. 
 
The club became the hub of village life and a supporters club was formed under the 
chairmanship of Tom Atkins. The majority of the committee members were ladies, who 
organised social events such as the Christmas Whist Drive and on one occasion a 
Carnival with Roy Court and Angela Teague as the Prince and Princess. 
 
The club prospered from the funds raised by these events. Few village clubs at the 
time could own and use three different coloured strips in a season and what is more to 
have a committee who ensured that the kit was washed after each match. The level of 



support for Alvechurch F.C. was such that for a needle match against Feckenham, six 
coach loads of supporters travelled from the village. 
 
During this successful period matches were still being played at the Meadows, but as 
this venue belonged to the village no admission charge could be made. A box would 
be passed round hoping for donations to the club, so when the opportunity arose to 
move to a new ground at the Guants, the club took the decision to do so. This was a 
field situated below the Church, off Snake Lane. Hence it was possible to make an 
admission charge, but when the land was required for building houses a further move 
was necessary. Mr Philip Palmer sold the field adjoining his house on Redditch Road 
to the club for £1,000. As a result of determined fund raising, the club was able to raise 
this sum in five years, this providing a permanent home – Lye Meadow. 
 
In 1955 the club achieved a rare accolade from the “Birmingham Sports Argus” 
newspaper when it was voted “ in the top ten in the midlands”. 
Junior League Clubs, never mind a Worcestershire village team, were rarely given that 
kind of coverage at the time, if at all. 
 
The Lye Meadow Era Begins 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Following the move to Lye Meadow in 1957 the club continued to prosper and gain 
reputation, none more so than through mid-sixties with the team’s giant-killing runs in 
the FA Amateur Cup.  
 
Alvechurch finished runners-up in the West Midlands Alliance League in 1961 under 
the guidance of Rhys Davies and joined the Worcestershire Football (now Midland) 
Combination in 1961/62 and claimed their first league title the following year. In twelve 
seasons they won the championship four times and were runners-up on five other 
occasions. They also claimed the League Challenge Cup five times and were runners-
up twice in this period. 



 
In the 1964/65 season Church reached the quarter-finals and then got to the semi-
finals the following year, where  a defeat against Wealdstone at Stamford Bridge 
denied the village club a Wembley appearance. Having beaten Crook Town, Enfield, 
Skelmersdale and Stowmarket Town on the way to the last four, Church were only 
edged out by a defensive error in losing 0-1 to Wealdstone in front of around 10,000 
supporters from Worcestershire. 
 

 
  
 
 
In their second year in the FA Cup 
Church reached the first round 
proper in 1971/72 after the 11 hour, 6 
match marathon in the Fourth 
Qualifying Round against Oxford 
City. This tie is now recorded in the 
Guinness Book of Records.  
 
 
However Alvechurch then went down 
4-2 to Aldershot after a brave 
struggle in a match that was the 12th 
in three weeks for some of the team.  
 



 
In 1972/73 Church became the first amateur side to ever win the Worcestershire 
Senior Cup – retaining it the following year. 
 
1973/74 was, in fact the most successful season in the clubs history. Joining the West 
Midlands (Regional) League, the club won the Premier Division Championship, the 
League Challenge Cup, the Birmingham Senior Amateur Cup and the Worcestershire 
Senior Cup. In the FA Cup Church reached the Third Round Proper, going down 4-2 at 
Bradford City after beating Exeter City at St James Park in the First Round Proper. 
 
In 1974/75 again Alvechurch achieved the West Midlands League and Cup double 
despite losing five players, but were beaten in the final of the Worcestershire Senior 
Cup by a single goal. 
 
In 1975/76 the club completed a hat trick of League Championships and also won the 
Border Counties Floodlit League. 
 
1976/77 saw Church win the League Championship a fourth consecutive time and this 
was the year the Worcestershire Senior Cup and the Border Counties Challenge Cup 
returned to Lye Meadow. 
 
The club gained entry into the Southern League for the 1978/79 season and as the 
only true village club playing in the league finished in a creditable third position. 
 

1980/81 saw another milestone for Alvechurch with the winning of the Midland Division 
and the Championship of the Southern League having beaten Southern Division 
Champions Dartford in the two legged final. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



The 1981/82 season produced a seesaw battle to retain the League Championship but 
Nuneaton finished the stronger to push Alvechurch into the runners-up position.  
 
During that season Alan 
Smith gained international 
honours when 
representing the England 
Non-league team and 
subsequently joined 
Leicester City.  
 
He then joined Arsenal for 
£800,000 where he 
gained full international 
honours playing for 
England. 
 
 
 
 
 
It was back to success in the 1982/83 season when having gaining promotion to the 
Southern League Premier Division, the club won the Southern League Cup following a 
7-2 aggregate win against Waterlooville. 
 
Following the demise of benefactor Philip Palmer and the 
president Alan Wiseman, the club were relegated to the 
Midland Division of the league and  there began a gradual 
decline. Geoff Turton of the Rockin’ Berries pop group 
stepped in to keep the club alive aided by the sale of Andy 
Comyn to Aston Villa. 
 
 
Down But Not Out 
Financial speculators gained control of the club in 1992 after the club had re-formed 
and obtained a place in the West Midlands Regional League. Church completed  a first 
season, but the financial mismanagement of the club resulted in closure the following 
November (1993), immediately after Church had just played an FA Vase replay against 
Pelsall Villa – ironically also their first opponents after re-forming at the beginning of 
the previous season. 
 
In 1994 a dedicated band of supporters resurrected the club as Alvechurch Villa, 
rebuilding the seated stand and refurbishing the clubhouse to gain admission to the 
Midland Combination Premier Division, finishing in fifth position in the league and 
beaten finalists in the Smedley Crooke Cup in that first season. The team went onto 
reach the League Cup Final the following season, only to lose out to League 
Champions Bloxwich Town. 
 
 



In 1996 the club reverted back to its original name and became simply, Alvechurch. 
 
The next few seasons were a struggle but the 2000/01 season ended with club’s first 
trophy since being reformed, when the Smedley Crooke Cup was again won. 
 
Season 2001/02 introduced the management duo of Andy Hibbert and Neil Bryan, who 
were only given the job a couple of weeks before the season started, after a 
management and player exodus. The club struggled through the season, just escaping 
relegation finishing in 20th place. The board kept faith however and season 2002/03 
witnessed Church’s best season in 20 years with the League and Cup double, winning 
the Combination Premier League and Challenge Cup, a feat last completed in 
1971/72.  At the end of the season, Church where promoted into the Midland Football 
Alliance. 
 
In season 2003/04 the Worcestershire Senior Urn was won for the first time and then 
retained the following season. 
 
Season 2006/07 brought further success when the Worcester Infirmary Cup came to 
Lye Meadow for the first time, which was then retained the following year 2007/08. 
A double success was achieved that season with The Worcestershire Senior Urn 
returning to Lye Meadow for the third time. 
 
In season 2009/10 Church reached their highest league position since reforming by 
finishing 7th in the Midland Football Alliance. In the cup the Worcestershire Senior Urn 
was won for the 4th time of asking and the final of the Birmingham Senior Cup was 
reached, but Church fell to a stoppage time winner against higher level side Nuneaton 
Town. 
 
Season 2010/11 proved to be a tumultuous one – with three sets of managers running 
the first team throughout the campaign, ending the season with Church’s lowest MFA 
finish. 
In season 2011/12, although finishing in 13th place following a dramatic improvement in 
form from February onwards, there was the disappointment of reaching the final of the 
Worcestershire Senior Urn and then losing out to the holders Bewdley Town. 
 
Season 2012/13 saw more upheaval with Vaughan Pearshouse being replaced at the 
end of the first month of the season by Dean Holtham. The tie-up with Birmingham 
City’s Football in the Community scheme was to bring about another spate of team 
changes throughout the season as more young blood took to the field – 34 players in 
total featuring for the first time from September onwards. The Worcester Senior Urn 
was captured at the end of the season after a penalty shoot-out win against Pershore 
Town, and a creditable 11th place finish in the MFA table after an entertaining season. 
 
In 2013/14, the club finished 13th, after their best ever start to a MFA campaign and 
reached the 3rd round proper of the FA Vase before going out 1-0 to Westfields. The 
season also saw Dean Holtham leaving in early November, being replaced by Ross 
Thorpe as manager. 
 
 



2014/15 saw the Midland Football Alliance and Midland Combination Leagues merge 
into the newly formed, Midland Football League, with Alvechurch playing in the 
Premier Division. Ross Thorpe was replaced at the end of August by new manager, 
Lee Adams. Adams himself left suddenly early in the new year, and was succeeded by 
Assistant Lee Knight who held the reins until the end of the season. A complete 
overhaul in the summer of 2015 saw Tividale management team of Ian Long and 
Richard Colwell switch to Lye Meadow.  
 
 
Time for Change 
Having led the Black 
Country side to the MFL title 
in 2014 they had the 
pedigree to promise a 
serious title challenge, and 
set about the task with the 
bringing of the bulk of 
Tividale’s Northern Premier 
League side to 
Worcestershire.  
 
 
 
 

Reformed Hereford found themselves placed 
in the MFL, but Church pushed their 
illustrious rivals all the way in registering a 
record points total of 101 points but falling 
just short to claim the runners up spot.  
A record breaking season in more ways than 
one as Alvechurch registered: most  wins 
(32, and more than the previous two seasons 
combined), least losses (5), most goals 
scored (99) and least goals conceded (30) 
compared to the previous twelve seasons at 
this level. 

 
 
Alvechurch also returned their first 
silverware since 2013  by capturing the 
Worcester Senior Urn for the sixth time, 
beating Bromsgrove Sporting 3-0 at 
Evesham FC. 
 
The management team were retained at 
the end of the 2015/16 season, and the 
bulk of the squad announcing that they 
too were returning for the new season. 

 



Season 2016/17 saw Church installed as favourites for the MFL crown after Hereford’s 
promotion. Early season form was not particularly good, and Church found themselves 
playing catch as Westfields came out of the blocks like a train, and established a 
commanding points advantage alongside their impressive FA Cup run. 
 
But by the end of October, it was Church who held a 12 points advantage, although 
Westfields had 6 games in hand. Lye Town, Coleshill Town, and Sporting Khalsa were 
also very much in the frame. 
 
By the end of November Church still held top spot – now only two points ahead of Lye, 
and seven in front of Westfields, with the challengers having two and six games in 
hand respectively. Coleshill, who were in the middle of an impressive FA Vase run, 
were eight points adrift, and with two games in hand. Church held onto their advantage 
into the new year, with Lye and Coleshill the nearest challengers, and Westfields still 
playing catch up having played five games less. 
 
By the beginning of March, Westfields challenge had faded, and the closest threat was 
Coleshill, nine points behind, and just one game in hand. In March, a surprising home 
defeat for Church against Long Eaton put the title back in the melting pot, but Church 
could have sealed the title at rivals Coleshill on 15th April, but lost 2-0 to keep the 
nerves jangling. And a nervous win on Easter Monday at home to Boldmere finally set 
up a potential title winning game the following weekend. 
 
The title was claimed with one game to spare on Saturday 22nd April 2017, with a 1-1 
draw at relegation threatened Shawbury United, and the final home game against 
Rocester became a formality. 
 
 
 

 
 



And there were still the matter of two cup finals to put the icing on the cake.  
 
A 2-1 win in the League Cup final at Walsall’s Bank’s Stadium was followed a week 
later by a 4-1 win over Wednesfield at Wolves’ Molineux Stadium, as Church claimed 
these two pieces of silverware for the first time. 
 

[Below left : League Cup success is celebrated  at Walsall FC and Below right: the JW 

Hunt Cup is lifted at Molineux]] 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Promotion was confirmed 
with Church’s acceptance 
into the Evostik League 
South (Northern Premier 
League) for the 2017/18 
season, heralding a 
return to this level exactly 
25 years after leaving the 
Southern League in 1992.  
 
 
 
Step 4: 
After an opening day win over Leek Town, Church mustered 3 wins in their first 4 
league games to give notice that this was not merely going to be a season of 
consolidation, but one of challenge. 
 
There were strong runs in the FA Trophy and FA Cup too, with higher league 
opposition in the form of Grantham Town and Cambridge City being dispatched along 
the way.  Redditch United, Stourbridge and Rushall were beaten in cup competition. 
 
Church hit second spot on 4th November, and although dropping to 8th by New Year’s 
Day, the Lye Meadow side had a clutch of games in hand, which when played saw a 



top two spot reclaimed by the end of February and for good after the 1-0 win over 
Cleethorpes on 27th March, after which six wins in the next eight games saw 
off the challenge of Frickley Athletic and Bedworth in particular. 
 
Church registered only seven league defeats all season, and their consistent form saw 
them through to secure runners up spot behind run-away champions Basford United.   
 
Promotion to the Evostik South Premier Central (Step 3) followed, and Church 
stamped their credentials with a pre-season Worcestershire Senior Cup win against 
Redditch United after defeating Kidderminster Harriers in the semi finals. 
 
[Below: Church supporters celebrate after the award of the NLPS runners up trophy 
after the final game of the season.]     

     
 

 
Step 3: 
Church played the 2018/19 season in the newly formed Step 3 league labelled the 
Southern League Premier Central. 
 
Sitting in mid-table until the end of September, Church then break into the top six, and 
after a slight blip towards the end of the calendar year, re-impose themselves in the 
new year and hold onto a play-off spot by finishing in fourth place. A play off semi final 
win over Stourbridge set up a final tie away at Kings Lynn Town, with the winners 
facing a Super Play Off tie with Warrington Town the following week. Church fall at this 
final hurdle as the Norfolk side ran out worthy 3-0 winners on the day. 
 



The season that never was 
So it was to be a second season in the Premier Central for Church, but it would be 
without the management team that had brought the club back to the level enjoyed in 
the 1980’s, as Long and Coldwell moved onto league rivals Stourbridge. 
 
Darren Byfield was appointed to begin a rebuilding process for the 2019/2020 season. 
But Byfield’s reign lasted only fifteen league games – yielding only three wins – and 
coupled with exits from all cups at the first hurdle Church made a change with former 
manager Dean Holtham coming in, initially as interim boss, but then more permanently 
at the beginning of December. 
 
Long and Coldwell returned in March to oversee Church’s attempt to escape the drop 
back to Step 4 after parting ways with Stourbridge. And then, of course, it all came to a 
halt as football across the globe ground to a halt in the wake of the covid-19 pandemic 
that swept this country in the Spring of 2020. Church played their last game in the “null 
and void” 2019/20 season on Saturday 7th March – a 0-2 home defeat to Nunuaton 
Borough, that left the club deep in the relegation zone, nine points from safety, with 
twelve games “remaining”. 
 
The season was officially ended on 9th April, and Church would survive to give it 
another go in the Premier Central in the 2020/21 season. 
 
 

 
 
 
 

       

  

Alvechurch FC – Season 2020/21 

 



Alvechurch FC – Honours 
                              

 F.A. AMATEUR CUP SEMI-FINALISTS 

                     1965/66 

                  FA CUP THIRD ROUND PROPER 

1973/74 

                                      BIRMINGHAM SENIOR CUP FINALISTS 

                                               1980/81; 1981/82; 2009/10 
 

 

WINNERS 

 

WORCESTERSHIRE COMBINATION DIVISION ONE - 1962/63; 64/65; 66/67 

 

WORCESTERSHIRE COMBINATION DIVISION TWO - 1965/66 

 

WORCESTERSHIRE SENIOR CUP 

1972/73; 73/74; 76/77; 2018/19 ; 2019/20 (shared) 

 

WORCESTERSHIRE SENIOR URN 

2003/04; 04/05; 07/08; 09/10; 12/13; 15/16 

 

WORCESTERSHIRE CTY JNR CUP - 1968/69 

 

WORCESTERSHIRE INFIRMARY CUP  -  2006/07; 07/08 

 

WORCESTERSHIRE COUNTY FA YOUTH CUP - 1979/80; 2007/08 

 

NORTHERN PREMIER – SOUTH (Step 4) – Runners Up – 2017/18 

 

MIDLAND FOOTBALL LEAGUE – PREMIER DIVISION (Step 5) –  

Runners Up – 2015/16 

CHAMPIONS – 2016/17 

 

MIDLAND FOOTBALL LEAGUE – LEAGUE CUP – 2016/17 

 

MIDLAND COMBINATION PREMIER DIVISION - 2002/03 

 

MIDLAND COMB. DIVISION 1 - 1971/72 

 

MIDLAND COMBINATION CHALLENGE CUP –  

1964/65; 65/66; 67/68; 68/69; 71/72; 2002/03 

MIDLAND COMBINATION INVITATION CUP 

1966/67; 1967/68 



 

WEST MIDLANDS REGIONAL LEAGUE PREMIER 

1973/74; 74/75; 75/76; 76/77 

 

WEST MIDLANDS REGIONAL LEAGUE CHALLENGE CUP 

1973/74; 74/75; 77/78 

 

SOUTHERN LEAGUE MIDLANDS DIVISION - 1980/81 

 

SOUTHERN LEAGUE CHAMPIONS (Championship Match) - 1980/81 

 

SOUTHERN LEAGUE CUP - 1982/83 

 

BIRMINGHAM SENIOR AM. CUP - 1973/74 

 

J W HUNT CUP – 2016/17 

 

BIRMINGHAM COUNTY FA JNR CUP - 1965/66; 67/68 

 

BIRMINGHAM COUNTY FA YTH CUP  - 1978/79; 99/2000 

 

PLANET CUP - 1964/65; 65/66 

 

CHRISTCHURCH CUP - 1964/65; 65/66 

 

LEN GOULDEN CUP - 1969/70 

 

W. EDGAR LEE MEMORIAL CUP 

1966/67; 69/70; 70/71; 72/73; 73/74; 76/77 

 

TONY ALLDEN MEMORIAL CUP - 1969/70 

 

GT BRITAIN POLICE CH. CUP 1976/77 

 

SMEDLEY CROOKE CUP –  

1982/83; 86/87; 2000/01 

 

BORDER COUNTIES FLOODLIT LGE 

1975/76; 76/77 

 

MIDLAND FLOODLIT YOUTH LEAGUE  - 2000/01 



 



  



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

After some intensive research the evidence is that the club came into existence in 
1875 making Royston the third oldest Club in Hertfordshire after Hitchin and Bishop’s 
Stortford.  

The Club’s very first honour came in 1911/12 when they won the Creake Charity 
Shield beating Wisbech 1-0 in extra time. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Club’s first major honour in more recent times came in the guise of promotion to 
the Herts County Premier League in 1969/70 and they went on to be champions in 
1972/73 and 1976/77.   
 
In 1978 we rejoined the South Midlands League and won the Division  
 
One title at the first time of asking.  Success continued with a final appearance in the 
Herts Charity Shield for the first time in 1979 and runners up spot in the South 
Midlands League Premier Division in 1980.  The Herts Charity Shield was won in 
1981/82 and two years later the Club joined the Isthmian League Division Two North 

where we remained for ten seasons before returning to the South Midlands League in 
1994. 

Here Today 

Royston Town 

 
 

https://www.roystontownfc.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2010/08/RTFC_1912.bmp


 
After a period in the doldrums which culminated in relegation from the South Midlands 
League Premier Division at the end of 2006/07, Paul Attfield was appointed manager 
with ex-Spurs favourite Tony Galvin returning to Garden Walk as 1st Team Coach in 
November 2007. 

Paul immediately set 
about building a new 
1st Team squad and a run 
of 17 games undefeated 
saw the Club move from 
bottom of the table to 
finish in 5th place in the 
League. 
 
The foundations had 
been laid for the 2008/09 
season and the first team 
took the South Midlands 
Division One League title 
with one of the best set of 
stats for any Step 6 Club 

in the country W33, D4, L3, GF138, GA30, GD+108, PTS 103. 
 
The 2011/2012 season will be seen as a watershed in our history with the winning of 
the South Midlands Premier Division title and promotion to Step 4 in the shape of the 
Evo-Stik Southern League Division One Central. 
 
 
In our first season back at Step 4 after an absence of 19 years it was hard to know 
what to expect and how we would perform.  Most of our supporters felt a mid-table 
position would be an acceptable target for the season, but we quickly found ourselves 
exceeding all expectations as our performances propelled us towards the top of the 
table.  Four straight wins in the first four games set the tone and a run of nine wins with 
just one defeat between October and December saw us maintain a play-off 
position.  In the very last game of the season a play-off was still a possibility and 
having gone 2-1 up away at AFC Hayes with just a few minutes of the game left it 
looked a near certainty.  But it was not to be as Hayes scored an 87 minute equaliser 
and our play-off place was lost. 
 
In our second season at this level our steady progress to claim a place in the play off 
zone was given a severe jolt when, at the beginning of November, Paul Attfield 
announced his resignation as first team manager due to ill health. The search for his 
replacement began almost immediately and we were inundated with applications from 
some very well know and successful managers. After an exhaustive selection process 
the Board appointed Steve Castle at the end of November and on Boxing Day Steve 
officially took over securing a 0 – 0 draw against the League’s form team and eventual 
champions Dunstable Town. 
 

https://www.roystontownfc.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2010/08/Champions.jpg


Our 2014/15 season opener was at home against one of the promotion favourites 
Rugby Town but an impressive team display ensured their threat was stifled and we 
ran out winners 2-1.  That victory really did set things buzzing but we were quickly 
brought back down to earth when on the following Tuesday night Bedworth United 
were the visitors winning the game 3–1. 
 
As we all know consistency in performances provides the key to long term success 
and although the early stages of the season produced good results against the likes of 
Daventry Town and Beaconsfield these were punctuated by dismal performances 
against the likes of Aylesbury and Egham Town. From mid November to mid 
December we really lost our way with six defeats in seven games but our rollercoaster 
ride saw an incredible run of form over the Christmas period and into the New Year 
with five straight wins which helped us maintain a position in the play-off places. 
 
On a miserable Tuesday evening in February we travelled to lowly AFC Hayes and 
after an abject performance, we lost the game 2–0. This prompted our Chairman to tell 
Steve Castle that he had given up on this team making the play – offs and said that we 
should start preparing instead for next season.  That message was conveyed to 
players and we witnessed a most remarkable transformation in our results with a 
fourteen game unbeaten run during which we scored 29 goals and conceded just 
seven resulting in us achieving the runners up spot to league champions Kettering 
Town and securing our place in the play-off semi-finals where we met local rivals 
Barton Rovers. After an incident packed 90 minutes and extra time the game ended in 
a goalless draw but it was not to be our night and we lost the shoot out 4-5 and had to 
suffer the agony of all the emotions which go with being defeated in this way. 
 
We started the 2015/16 season strongly and between the end of December and the 
end of March we produced a rich vein of form with only one defeat in 14 games and 
this ensured we were sitting on top of the league with just 7 games to go and with the 
expectation that we could win promotion outright ran high throughout the whole club. 
However three games in succession proved our down fall when we could only draw 0 – 
0 with Bedford and lost to Egham away 3- 1 and Godalming at home 1- 0 and once 
again we ended up in the play offs against AFC Rushden but we failed to turn up and 
went out tamely to our opponents 2 – 1. 
 
Having finished runners up for two years in succession  Steve Castle was determined 
to make it third time lucky and began to recruit some experienced new blood in the 
shape of John Frendo and Adam Murray whilst at the same time giving youngsters 
Gus Scott Morris and Josh Castiglione extended runs  in the first team. 
 
However the season didn’t start well and after four games we’d only mustered five 
points whilst promotion rivals Farnborough just couldn’t stop winning. Although results 
did improve, defeat in the FA Cup to Heybridge Swifts 4–1 and a thrashing by Barton 
Rovers at home 6–3 at the end of September  didn’t do a great deal of good for our 
confidence. 
 
Things took a dramatic turn thereafter with twelve successive league wins which ended 
with defeat 2-1 at Kidlington in early January 2017, interspersed by a magnificent run 



in the FA Trophy including victory against Step 2 outfit Hampton and Richmond 
Borough before in the  
replay against Dulwich Hamlet we eventually went down 1-0. 
 
 
With cup football out of the way the team put together an incredible run of 16 league 
games undefeated , including a 5–0 thrashing of closest rivals Farnborough which saw 
us maintain the top spot until the end of the season by a margin of twelve points and 
the highest number of goals scored, 120, across all three Evostik Leagues. 
 
 
Promotion to the Southern Premier League means that the Club was playing at the 
highest level in its 142 year history! 
 
The Club’s first of objective as it planned for life at Step 3 was as simple as ‘Let’s make 
sure we can stay in this League!’ and Steve Castle and Chris Watters immediately set 
about recruiting players to strengthen the squad. These included James Potton, Sam 
Corcoran, Scott Thomas and Lee Chappell, all who had experience of playing at Step 
3 and higher. The signing of Adam Marriott a proven goal scorer who had played for 
Lincoln City, Stevenage and Cambridge United was without a doubt a real coup and he 
was to play a key role in the progress made by the Club by becoming our leading 
marksman with 31 goals. 
 
There was further good news for the Club just before the season started when we 
heard that former Royston goalkeeper Will Norris who had gone to Cambridge United 
had been sold to Wolves with our ‘sell on’ clause with United still in place. Will played 
as number two to John Ruddy for most of the season and was the only goalkeeper to 
keep a clean sheet in normal time against a full strength Manchester City team in the 
League Cup. 
 
When the season kicked off with our home game against Stratford Town we 
immediately realised how tough playing at this level was going to be as they used all 
their experience to chisel out a 2-1 win against us. As the season progressed results 
proved inconsistent with good wins against the likes of Kings Lynn and Farnborough 
interspersed with defeats to Hereford, Merthyr Town, Hitchin and St Neots. An 
undefeated run during October and another during December and into the New Year 
not only saw us consolidate our League position but put us in striking distance of the 
play off spots. Our chances for securing that spot were severely dented after an ill-
disciplined performance saw us loose to Weymouth 3 – 0 followed immediately by a 1 
– 0 away defeat to lowly placed Kings Langley. Although we managed to maintain our 
hopes of a play off place these were finally put to bed with two successive defeats 
against the eventually play-off winners Slough Town and we had to be satisfied with a 
seventh place finish. 
 
Our results in cup competitions were mixed. In the FA Cup we played Braintree Town 
away and were unlucky not to win the game outright after a brilliant performance saw 
us draw 2 – 2 and then loose the replay 2- l. A good run in the FA Trophy with wins 
against Enfield Town and Leatherhead came to an end against Eastbourne when 
having managed to draw at their place we lost the replay on penalties. We managed to 



get to the final of the Herts Senior Cup were we played Boreham Wood from Step 2 
and in spite of a brave performance we never really had the power to compete and lost 
2 – 1 
 
Given were we had started from, we definitely exceeded our own and many other 
peoples’ expectations and this has provided us with the building blocks to face this 
season in the newly constituted Southern Premier Central League. 

 

 

Royston Town FC 

Recent League Performances 
 

SEASON    LEAGUE     P    W    D    L    F    A    P      POS 

 

2000-01   SSML-P    36    8    9   19   31   60   33     17/19 

2001-02   SSML-P    38   15   13   10   82   58   58      8/20 

2002-03   SSML-P    36   10    7   19   46   63   37     16/19 

2003-04   SSML-P    36   11    7   18   63   78   40     13/19 

2004-05   SSML-P    38   10   11   17   55   76   41     16/20 

2005-06   SSML-P    38   10    5   23   39   86   35     18/20 

2006-07   SSML-P    40    9    9   22   59  117   36     20/21 

 

2007-08   SSML-1    36   19    8    9   92   44   65      5/19 

2008-09   SSML-1    40   33    4    3  138   30  103      1/21 

 

2009-10   SSML-P    42   27    3   12  118   67   84      4/22 

2010-11   SSML-P    44   28    6   10  102   52   90      3/23 

2011-12   SSML-P    42   34    2    6  125   44  104      1/22 

 

2012-13   SOUTH-1C  42   24   10    8   86   49   82      7/22 

2013-14   SOUTH-1C  42   21   10   11   80   58   73      7/22 

2014-15   SOUTH-1C  42   27    3   12   74   50   84      2/22 

2015-16   SOUTH-1C  42   25    8    9   99   46   83      2/22 

2016-17   SOUTH-1C  42   32    6    4  121   48  102      1/22 

 

2017-18   SOUTH-P   46   24    5   17   84   65   77      7/24 

2018-19   SOUTH-PC  42   18    7   17   59   53   60 *   10/22 

2019-20   SOUTH-PC  30   19    6    5   62   28   63      3/22 

 

 

 

 

http://fchd.info/lghist/ssml2001.htm
http://fchd.info/lghist/ssml2002.htm
http://fchd.info/lghist/ssml2003.htm
http://fchd.info/lghist/ssml2004.htm
http://fchd.info/lghist/ssml2005.htm
http://fchd.info/lghist/ssml2006.htm
http://fchd.info/lghist/ssml2007.htm
http://fchd.info/lghist/ssml2008.htm
http://fchd.info/lghist/ssml2009.htm
http://fchd.info/lghist/ssml2010.htm
http://fchd.info/lghist/ssml2011.htm
http://fchd.info/lghist/ssml2012.htm
http://fchd.info/lghist/south2013.htm
http://fchd.info/lghist/south2014.htm
http://fchd.info/lghist/south2015.htm
http://fchd.info/lghist/south2016.htm


Royston Town – Player 

Profiles  
 
Joe Welch (Goalkeeper) 
Joined us from Chelmsford City in 2016/17, Joe started his career at 
Southend United before joining Histon where he played over 50 
games and earned a loan deal at Stevenage. Joe’s other clubs include Ebbsfleet, Bromley 
and St Albans City.  
 
Harry Smart (Goalkeeper) 
After joining the Crows in season 2018/19, Harry has proved to be a more than capable 
understudy to Joe Welch when called upon.  
 
Gus Scott-Morriss (Defender) 
Full-back who made his Crows first-team debut in season 2014/15, Gus was a member of our 
successful Under 18s team that season and has gone on to establish himself as a First Team 
regular with over 200 appearances to date. 
 
Ed Asafu-Adjaye (Defender) 
Rejoined the Crows last season after spending a season at Hayes & Yeading, Ed started his 
playing career at Luton Town and broke into the 1st team during the 2008/9 season. In total 
he made 64 appearances for The Hatters before moving to Forest Green Rovers and then to 
Hemel Hempstead Town, Ed is a versatile defender who can anywhere across the back four. 
 
Adam Murray (Defender) 
Adam joined us at the beginning of 2017/18, having spent the previous two seasons at 
Cambridge City where he made 60 appearances. He quickly settled into the squad and has 
proved to be a formidable addition for the Crows.  
 
Daniel Brathwaite (Defender) 
Joined the Crows from Chesham United for the start of 2015/16, Daniel is an experienced 
defender whose former clubs include Boreham Wood and Dover Athletic.  
 
Dan Newton (Defender) 
Joined us at the start of this season, Centre-Back Dan spent last season at Biggleswade FC 
after previously playing for Northwood.   
 
Taylor Parr (Defender) 
Centre-Back who re-joined The Crows in February 2019 from St Neots Town. Taylor made 59 
appearances for us between 2012-2014 and spent three seasons at St Neots Town, making 
126 appearances for The Saints.  
 
James Brighton (Defender) 
Experienced full-back who joined us in November 2019 from Kettering Town, where he had 
spent a successful four seasons.  James has previously played for Hemel Hempstead Town, 
Cambridge City & Cambridge United. 
 
 
 
 



Josh Castiglione (Midfield) 
Midfielder who was a member of our successful Under 18 team in season 2014/15 and made 
the step up to the First Team the following season, Josh is approaching 200 appearances & 
has chipped in with 30+ goals. 
 
Scott Bridges (Midfield) 
Scott rejoined the Crows last season after spending last season at Hayes & Yeading, having 
previously been a Crow for four years, scoring 71 goals in 194 appearances. Originally he 
was with Aston Villa until 2007, Scott then played most of his football at Banbury United. 
Scott was made Club Captain in 2016. 
 
Spyros Mentis (Midfield) 
Versatile hard-working midfielder or defender, Spyros rejoined The Crows in 2018/19 after a 
season away at Hayes & Yeading, he previously played just under 100 games for us from 
2013 during his first spell at Garden Walk.  
 
Tom Newman (Midfield) 
Joined The Crows at the start of 2018/19, Tom impressed when called upon and chipped in 
with some useful goals from midfield. 
 
Adam Watkins (Midfield) 
Re-joined us last season after a couple of seasons away at Chesham United & Cambridge 
City. Adam started his career as a 17 year old at Luton Town and in his 5 years there played 
42 games for the Hatters before moving to Eastleigh and then Dunstable Town, where he 
scored 19 goals in 127 appearances. 
 
Danny Green (Midfield) 
Joined us in December 2018 from Chesham United, Danny is an experienced midfielder 
whose other previous clubs include St Albans City and Dunstable Town. 
 
Jonny Edwards (Forward) 
Joined the Crows at the beginning of this season and made an immediate impact with four 
goals in the first competitive game of the season. After leaving the Stevenage Academy 
Jonny impressed within the Peterborough United youth set-up to earn himself a professional 
contract, making his First Team debut in 2015.  He then spent time at Accrington Stanley, 
Woking, Halifax Town and Maidstone United after leaving Peterborough. 
 
Brandon Adams (Forward) 
Brandon spent four years at Queens Park Rangers which included loan deals at Malaysian 
club Perlis and Linfield in Northern Ireland. After leaving the R’s in 2018 Brandon dropped 
into non-league hoping to catch the eye of pro clubs and has certainty impressed. After a 
short stint at Enfield Town he moved to Ware last season and bagged an impressive 23 
league goals in 25 games. 
 
Josh Williams (Forward) 
Signed for the Crows this season after spending last season at Ware, where he scored 17 
goals in 30 appearances, Josh previously played for FC Romania. 
 
Isaac Galliford (Forward) 
Previously with Hitchin Town, St Neots Town & Hemel Hempstead after starting out with 
Luton Town.  Isaac signed for us for the beginning of this season. Whilst with The Canaries 
Isaac’s performances earned him an England ‘C’ call-up.  



Last Time Here 
Saturday 4th January 2020 

Alvechurch 0 Royston Town 1 

 
First game of the new year, but a well-organised Royston side blunted any Church 
attacking ambition and went home with all three points. 
 
 

ALVECHURCH 
Slinn, Dovey (Brennan 78(, Foster, Douglas (Botfield 46), Morrison, Wollacott, Wright, 
Birch, Monaghan, Llewellyn (Perry 70), Monteiro   Substitutes not used: Sargeant, 
Luckie 

ROYSTON TOWN 
Welch, Scott-Morriss, Brighton, Bridges, Martin, Murray, Mentis, Watkins (Castiglione 
80), Adams (Smart 58), Bateman, Ofusu (Joseph 59)   Substitutes not used: Green, 
Warner-Eley 

Opening Exchanges 
The two sides trade chances in the opening 5 minutes, as first Royston carve out a 
chance from a corner and the ball has to be twice cleared, as it becomes apparent that 
Royston set pieces are going to be a challenge for Church. 
Three minutes later a free kick for Church, wide left, and a swinging cross from Wright 
is met smartly by Morrison  whose looping header is just off target. 
 
A quiet spell follows where the midfields do battle with neither on top. 
 
Spell is broken 

23 minutes on the clock, and a Royston free kick awarded for an off the ball tussle 
involving Foster, wide right.  The ball is swung in by Brighton, and a glancing header 
by Mentis deep in the Church box, possibly candidate for shortest player on the pitch, 
loops past Slinn in the Church goal and nestles in  the far corner.  
On 24 minutes Llewellyn is caught in possession and Watkins capitalises, takes the 
ball and drills a shot at Slinn from 20 yards, and the Church keeper is forced to bundle 
the ball behind for a corner. 
 
Stalemate 
The game enters a quiet phase, until on 34 minutes Monaghan crosses for Monteiro 
who produces a glancing header, on target, but unfortunately straight at the Royston 
keeper. 
 
A full stretch save from Slinn on 38 keeps the deficit at one goal after the ball had 
boccled around the Church box, and minutes later a deep cross into the Church box is 
flicked on , and as Ofusu gains possession of the ball he produces an angled drive that 
is touched over by Slinn. 
 



Royston are looking the more likely to score, but the Church defence is holding out to 
maintain the one goal deficit at the break. 
 
Red Mist 
Church start the second period with a period of pressure, but the visiting  
defence holds out. But on 56 minutes a potentially game changing moment when 
Royston keeper Welch is red-carded after deliberately kicking Monteiro on the edge of 
his box, with the ball in his hands, as the Church man stood blocking his clearance. It 
needed the intervention of the assistant referee to get judgement issued, but the 
officials got it right between them in the end. 
 
Despite going down to ten men, Royston continued to look strong. 
On 70 minutes a free kick from Bridges was touched over the bar by Slinn, whilst at the 
other end substitute keeper Smart was largely untroubled.  
 
Peters Out 
Royston have reorganised themselves well, and frankly show greater energy levels 
than their mpore numerous hosts. Church cannot find a way through. All Church 
probes are repelled, and substitute keeper Smart remains largely untroubled as the 
clock winds down to an away win.                                                                           
                                                                   
 

     Church Record After Game: 

P      W      D      L      F      A      Pts Pos 

20      4       4     12    22   39      16  20th 

 

 
Earlier Last Season 
 

10th August 2019 

Royston Town 3 Alvechurch 0 
 
ROYSTON: 
Welch, Scott-Morriss, Newton, Bridges, Murray, Brathwaite, Asafu-adjaye, Joseph 
(Rostini), Adams (Osofu), Bateman, Castiglione (Green) 
Unused subs: Crowther, Newman 
 
ALVECHURCH: 
Clayton, Ezewele, Morrison.T, Morrison.K, Rowley, Usher-Shipway, Botfield (Sauane), 
Monteiro, McNauught, Nesbitt (Okafor), Atherton (Roberts) 
Unused subs: Smith-Williams, Willets 
 
Royston Town started their 2019/20 campaign with a tricky home match against last 
season’s play-off finalists, Alvechurch. On a day that saw the football affected by gusty 



strong winds, the Church struggled to deal with both the conditions and the Crows 
persistence and movement. 

Royston were on the front foot from the start with young Joe Newton causing 
numerous problems with his tenacity and well-delivered crosses.  

The opening goal came on 30 minutes with Gus Scott-Morriss delivering a deepish 
corner and Adam Murray heading it back across the goal for Scott Bridges to rise well 
in front of the Church’s Keeper, Niall Clayton to head in from two yards.  

Royston continued to press and reward came with a second goal on 42 minutes with 
another corner move that saw Newton cross back in and Brandon Adams got a deft 
flicked header to take a 2-0 lead into the break. 

The second half saw the Crows struggle slightly to adjust to having the wind with them 
and Alvechurch had their only decent spell in this match.  

Changes were made that seemed to give the home side renewed impetus and they 
regained control and created the better chances to seal the game. The deserved third 
goal came in the 97th minute with Matt Bateman being rewarded for his tremendous 
industry with a fine back post header past Clayton following an equally good cross by 
Scott-Morriss. 

 

Emirates FA Cup 1st Qualifying Round 
Results 
 
AFC Rushden & Diamonds 0 Newark 5 

Banbury United 1 Carlton Town 0 
Barwell 3 Bedworth United 1 
Brantham Athletic 1 St Ives Town 0  
Bromsgrove Sporting 1 Stratford Town 2 
Coalville Town 2 Sheffield 0 
Grantham Town 2 Rushall Olympic 2 (Grantham on 
pens) 
Hanley Town 3 Redditch United 2 
Hednesford 3 Long Eaton United 2 
Hitchin Town 3 Needham Market 0 
Kings Langley 1 Clacton 1 (Kings Langley on pens) 
Leiston 5 Biggleswade Town 1 
Lowestoft 2 Aveley 3 
Nuneaton Borough 2 Loughborough Dynamo 1 
Peterborough Sports 2 Enfield 2 (Peterbourough Sports on pens) 
Royston 2 Wroxham 0 
Tamworth 3 Stourbridge 3 (Tamworth on pens) 



  



We Played Them…. 
Part 1 

           Crawley Town 
 

 

A touch of before they were famous, maybe, but Alvechurch and Crawley Town 
met regularly in the 80’s and early 90’s as the two clubs shared a spell in the 
Southern League. 
 
Crawley Town FC was formed in 1896 and played their formative years in the 
West Sussex and Mid Sussex Leagues at a variety of grounds in and around the 
town. 
 
They remained in junior football until they entered the Sussex County League in 1951. 
The club then switched to the Metropolitan League in 1956 and won the Metropolitan 
League Cup in 1959. 
 
Crawley adopted professional status in 1962 and joined the Southern League the 
following year.  
 
For the next 20 years Crawley played in the First Division in its various guises, apart 
from a brief taste of Premier Division football in 1969-70.  
In 1983-84, under manager John Maggs, Crawley returned to the Premier Division 
where they remained until 2004.  
 
The club enjoyed various cup successes over the years including winning the Sussex 
Senior Cup in 1990 and 1991. 
 
 

Church v Crawley Town 
 
The Church and the Red Devils met twelve times in Southern League matches 
between 1984/85 and 1990/91. 
 
As we reflect on those games it gives us an opportunity to dip into the archives to see 
what was current with both clubs and the surrounding football world at that time too. 
 
At the end of the 83/84 season Crawley were promoted from the Southern League 
South Division to the Premier. 
 



In the first season together, the Sussex side won both league 
games by a 2-1 scoreline, but Church finished the season 3rd in 
the table, and Crawley 15th. Phil Mullen scoring in the home 
game. 
 
New arrival Paul Brown was the “Star Man” in the 
programme……. 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
….. and the Church squad list 
featured former Aston Villa 
player Adrian O’Dowd. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 
The following season Crawley again did the double, winning 4-
2 at Lye Meadow with goals from Chris Cotton and Nigel 
Green for Church, and Crawley had already dispatched Church 
5-2 at home in an early season game, with Lance Morrison and 
Oliver Langford on the scoresheet. Another good season for 
Church saw them finish 4th in the table, whilst Crawley 
improved to 6th. 
 
 
The programme featured a four-page spread on a recent visit 
to Stourbridge’s Amblecote ground. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
Church opened up the 1986/87 season with a opening 
day 1-1 draw at Lye Meadow with a goal from Tony 
Donnelly, although the return game at Crawley was 
again lost, this time 3-5. 
 
 



 
 
 
 
Church recorded a first league win over Crawley in the 87/88 season with a 2-1 victory 
in Sussex, with the Lye Meadow clash again finishing 1-1. Crawley overtook Church in 
the league rankings, finishing 6th as Church slipped to 7th. 
 
Church’s slip down the table continued in 88/89, with only a 14th place finish as 
Crawley attained a finish two places higher in 12th. That season saw both sides 
winning their home game – a first for Church – 2-1 at Lye Meadow and 4-2 in Sussex. 
 
 



1989/90 heralded relegation for Church after a 21st place finish (Crawley finishing 15th), 
and in the last two clashes between the sides, Church gained a point in a 1-1 draw at 
Lye Meadow and recorded a 1-0 win away  - one of only seven the Lye Meadow club 
achieved in that dismal season. 
 
 
 
Overall Record – Southern League Premier Clashes 
 

P W D L F A 
12 3 3 6 19 27 

 
 
Church departed to the Southern League Midland for the 1990/91 season. 
 
 

Parting Ways 
 
Church “folded and re-formed” in the 1992 close season, relinquishing their Southern 
League status and reappearing in the West Midland Regional League. 
 

In 1991-92 Crawley enjoyed what was at the time their best ever run in the FA Cup 
and reached the third round where they enjoyed a money-spinning local derby with 
neighbours Brighton and Hove Albion at the Goldstone Ground in front of 18,301 fans, 
losing 5-0. Earlier, they had knocked out Third Division Northampton Town 4-2 at 
Town Mead in the first round. 
 
In May 1997 the last match was played at Town Mead, the club’s home since 1949. 
After 48 seasons the ground was sold for redevelopment and the club moved to the 
magnificent Checkatrade Stadium. The first match there was a friendly against Port 
Vale on July 24 1997. 
 
In 1999 new owner John Duly’s arrival ushered in a period of success on the pitch 
under manager Francis Vines, who was appointed in January 2003. Reds won the 
League Cup and Sussex Senior Cup and the following year wrapped up the Southern 
League title in convincing style, ending 12 points clear and adding the League Cup and 
Championship Match trophy for good measure. 
 
In 2005 the club was under new ownership as the SA Group took control and made the 
decision to go full-time. But poor results at the start of the season, culminating in an FA 
Cup exit to Ryman League Braintree Town, saw Vines replaced by former Chelsea 
and Swansea manager John Hollins in November 2005. Hollins set about pulling the 
club out of relegation trouble but with crowds dwindling due to inconsistent results 
financial problems beset the club and in March 2006 that the players and management 
staff were only being paid 50% of their salary. They eventually finished 17th but at the 
end of the season were deducted three points for breaching the annual playing budget. 
 



The news the fans feared – that the club was to enter administration for a second time 
in seven years - came in June 2006. The club was just over an hour from extinction 
when a third offer to creditors was accepted by the administrators. 
Starting the season on minus ten points, the customary penalty for entering 
administration, Hollins and his newly assembled squad all but wiped out the deduction 
inside the first week of the seasonbut form dipped and Hollins paid the price after 
another FA Cup exit to lower-league opposition. Coach John Yems and players Ben 
Judge and David Woozley were appointed joint caretaker managers, securing 
Conference survival on the last day of the season. 
 
In May 2007 Steve Evans arrived as manager with Paul Raynor as his assistant. In 
April 2008, a new era dawned for the club when Prospect Estates Holdings Limited 
took control in conjunction with former owner John Duly. With former director Bruce 
Winfield and local businesswoman Susan Carter now key shareholders alongside 
Prospect Estates the club went from strength to strength.  
 
In October 2009 Mr Winfield announced that Crawley Town would finish the season 
debt-free 18 months after the new owners had inherited liabilities of more than 
£500,000. 
 
In July 2010 Winfield announced that he and Carter had become majority shareholders 
and had attracted new investment into the club from the Far East. This enabled Evans 
to start rebuilding a squad which had finished a superb seventh in 2009-10, the best 
position in the club’s history. In the next six months a total of 23 new players arrived 
and the investment paid off spectacularly with Reds enjoying the best FA Cup run in 
their history, reaching the fifth round where they earned worldwide recognition for a 
brilliant performance at Old Trafford where they lost 1-0 to Manchester United in front 
of a crowd of 74,778. 
 
 
 

Becoming a Football League Club 
 
In March 2011, Bruce Winfield lost his brave battle with cancer three days after 

watching the team take another big step towards the title with victory over rivals AFC 

Wimbledon.  

History was made on April 9 2011 when Reds won promotion to the Football League 

after beating Tamworth 3-0 to stretch their unbeaten league record to 26 games. They 

finished the season with a record Conference points total (105) and also set a new 

record for the longest unbeaten run, having extended it to 30 matches by the end of 

the campaign. 

 

 

 

 



Connections 
 
Sean O’Driscoll played for Alvechurch and managed Crawley Town. 
O’Driscoll starred at Lye Meadow in the 1978/79 season. He joined Fulham and played 
for the Football League club until 1984. He also won three caps for the Republic of 
Ireland.  

 
He played as Bournemouth won the inaugural Associate Members' Cup by beating Hull 
City in the final. 
 

When he retired in 1995, he had played a club-record 423 league games for 

Bournemouth (the record has since been broken by Steve Fletcher), and subsequently 

joined the club's coaching staff. 

O'Driscoll was appointed Crawley Town manager in May 2012, after previous spells at 

Bournemouth and Doncaster Rovers. 

In July 2012 he left the club without managing a competitive game to take over 

at Nottingham Forest.   

 

 

Match Report 
Saturday 19th September 2020 

The Pitching In Southern League Premier Central 

 

Hitchin Town 5 Alvechurch 1 
Opening Day! 
 
And even though we seem to be in the midst of the worldwide Covid crisis, there is at 
last a sense of normality about Saturday afternoons that we have not experienced 
since mid March - a competitive game of football with supporters in the stadium. 
 
Church travel to Hertfordshire for an opener against Hitchin Town, scene of a 1-3 
defeat last season at the end of January, one defeat of seven in a run of eight games 
that saw Church dragged into the relegation battle that would ultimately be declared 
null and void. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cap_(sport)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Republic_of_Ireland_national_football_team
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Republic_of_Ireland_national_football_team
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/EFL_Trophy
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hull_City
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hull_City
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/1984_Associate_Members%27_Cup_Final


 
Line Ups: 
Hitchin Town:  Horlock, Green, Eadie, Smith, Walsh, Walster, Dasilva, Dhillon (Marsh 
63), Stead (Gouldbourne 76), Brown, Coldicott-Stevens (Tearle 81) 
Subs not used: Cawley, Rusev 
 
Alvechurch:  Brown, Cassidy (Monteiro46), Foster, Taylor (Daley 68), Hull, Willets, 
Bellis, Brown-Hill (Birch 59), Lloyd, Wakeling, Cook 
Subs not used: Townsend, Marselia 
 
 
Kick Off 
A bright start from Church in bright late summer sunshine, with the newly constituted 
visitors looking more than a match for the well-established hosts. 
 
Early Blow 
But a massive setback on 4 minutes with a soft penalty conceded as Dasilva goes 
down easily inside the box under challenge from Cassidy. Eadie send the spot kick 
down the middle to beat Brown’s dive to put Hitching ahead. 
 
The home side now found their feet, and a cross whipped in from wide saw Stead 
glance a powerful header just over. 
 
Church finally threaten on 12 minutes when Cook and Foster combine well down the 
Church right to carve open the home defence, but Foster’s cross to the near post was 
gathered by keeper Horlock before a Church man could capitalise. 
 
On 17 minutes it was Stead again, twisting and turning on the edge of the Church box, 
and Bellis was forced to concede a free kick, and incur a yellow card. Brown fired the 
free kick on target and Brown saved well to his right. 
 
Great chance on 20 minutes for Church after winning their first corner of the game. 
Cook drove the ball low to the near post to find Hull having shaken off his marker, but 
despite making a solid contact the defender’s effort arrowed well wide of the target. 
 
Cut Open 
It was a little bit of encouragement in a game that the home side had begun to 
dominate, but the optimism was shattered two minutes later as the home side bagged 
a second goal. Hitchin smuggled possession from Church in the right back position , 
and then a diagonal ball across the face of the goal was just begging for a finishing 
touch, and Stead duly obliged with an easy tap in from an unchallenged position at the 
far post. 
 
Red Mist 
Church were struggling to get a foothold in the game, and now with a two goal deficit to 
claw back, but a difficult position became nigh on impossible on the half hour when 
Foster was red-carded after an altercation with a home supporter when preparing to 
take a throw in. 
 



Another glancing header from Stead draws a save from Brown, and then Willets is 
booked for hauling the same man back on the edge of the box, with the free kick being 
stroked across the box before being fired just wide as Hitchin threatened to put the 
game to bed before the break. 
 
Half Time:  Hitchin Town 2 Alvechurch 0 
 
Lifeline 
The second half trundled along for a while as both sides cancelled each other out for 
long spells, and it was not until just after the hour mark that anything significant 
occurred. Hull is fouled going for a header in the box, and Church win a lifeline penalty. 
Cook despatches it to give Church an unlikely glimmer of hope. 
 
Game out of sight 
But within a minute it was “as you were” as Hitchin went up the other end and restored 
their two goal lead. A foul not given on the Church goalline, and as the ball is squared 
across the box Brown scrambles it in for the hosts to make it 3-1. 
 
Hitchin fortuitously bagged a fourth on 69 minutes when Stead looped a cross in from 
a wide angle, with the back-peddling Brown unable to get any touch on the ball. He 
should not be beaten from there.  
 
Four became five on 80 minutes when a ball threaded through midfield found 
Gouldbourne free for a sight and run at goal, and having tracked to the edge of the bao 
he opened up his body to steer the ball past Brown  
 
The game peters out from here with Church now well-beaten with a  couple of key 
moments in the game counting against them, accumulating to a damaging loss, but 
there is no doubt that the home side looked assured in their play and deserved their 
opening day three points 
 
 

 

League Round Up 
Saturday 19th September 2020 

The 2020/21 Pitching In Southern Football League campaign finally got underway on a 
glorious Saturday afternoon. 
 
Would the pre-season results count for anything once the serious stuff gets going or 
will a team surprise maybe even their own supporters!? 
 
The Premier Division Central`s top clash was at the Bee Arena where Peterborough 
Sports, who were top of the table when lockdown occurred, took on a Tamworth team 



who were also looking good for promotion. In front of just under 300, Jordan Cullinane-
Liburd gave the Lambs the lead in the 41st minute. Sports hit back within 2 minutes 
through Dion Sembie-Ferris. And it ended one apiece, with the visitors losing Aaron 
Forde to a second yellow card in the 2nd minute of stoppage time. 
 
Biggest winners of the opening day were Hitchin Town, who beat Alvechurch 5-1 at 
Top Field – see report above. 
 
Stourbridge also started well, winning 4-1 at Keys Park against fancied Hednesford 
Town in front of 600. Greg Mills put the Glassboys in front after 21 minutes, only for 
Danny Glover to pull the Pitmen back on terms on 33 minutes. Mills` second in first half 
injury-time restored the visitors advantage and then an Andre Landell brace in the 71st 
and 76th minutes sealed an emphatic win for the Glassboys. 
 
Other opening day away winners were Rushall Olympic and Lowestoft Town. 
The Pics won 1-0 at Lowestoft`s neighbours Leiston, courtesy of a 79th minute header 
from Sam Whittall. The Trawlerboys were 2-1 winners at Kirkby Road against Barwell, 
who led through Brady Hickey`s 32nd minute effort. 
Three minutes into first half injury-time, Jacek Zielonka levelled and the same player 
won it for the visitors with 12 minutes to go. 
 
St Ives Town had a good 1-0 home win over Biggleswade Town. 
Summer signing Marc Richards bagged the only goal for the Saints in the 73rd minute. 
 
Stratford Town`s new-look team were the day`s other winners, beating Kings Langley 
2-1 at the Arden Garages Stadium. And they had to come back from being a 66th 
minute Eduard Toiny-Pendred goal down too, with Kynan Isaac equalising within 2 
minutes and Will Grocutt`s penalty 7 minutes from time proving decisive. 
 
The remaining matches all ended in draws. 
 
New signing Lorrell Smith`s 33rd minute penalty gave AFC Rushden & Diamonds the 
lead at Liberty Way against Nuneaton Borough. But, in front of 596, Boro`s new 
arrival, Andre Brown, levelled with 20 minutes to play. 
 
Royston Town shared a 2-2 draw at Garden Walk with Banbury United. 
And the Puritans will be hoping other teams are as generous as the Crows, who gave 
them two own goals from keeper Joe Welch and then Brandon Adams. Adams did 
manage to score at the right end as well after Josh Castiglione had equalised. 
 
Matt Clarke`s tenure as manager of Redditch United began with a 1-1 draw at the 
Trico Stadium with Needham Market. Jordan Clement gave the Reds a 17th minute 
lead which was cancelled out by Will Hunt 7 minutes before half-time. 
 
At at the Victoria Ground, visiting Coalville Town looked to be heading for three points 
as they led through Tim Berridge`s goal 4 minutes after half-time. But Bromsgrove 
Sporting grabbed an equaliser 3 minutes into stoppage time through Leon Broadhurst. 



 
Programme Column 

By Matt Badcock 
 
IF YOU’RE reading this, then it’s good news – you’re reading a football programme, an 
increasingly endangered species.  
 
Like many things post-coved and in this ‘new normal’ there are lots of things different 
at our Non-League grounds now. 
The National League have given their clubs the option of not running programmes this 
year and we’ve seen similar in the EFL.  
 
In this digital world an increasing number of clubs are looking at those avenues rather 
than the printed page. Everyone will have their views on this traditional aspect of 

football match going. 
 
But here we are, in a programme, talking about competitive Non-League football. 
Hopefully that is as good to read as it is good to write. 
 
For many months now we’ve not had much competitive football to write about in The 
NLP. Yes, we had some play-off games, but the return this month of competitive 
football starting with the FA Cup has been most welcome.  
 
Of course, everything around the game is different. We’re all getting used to the added 
things we have to do. Book a ticket online beforehand, fill out a test and trace form, 
sanitise our hands as we enter the ground, follow one-way systems.  
 
It’s very different to what we left in March when the 2019-20 season stopped in its 
tracks. Players are turning up in kit, staying out at half-time for team talks – the current 
weather helps – and sitting apart on the bench.  
 
But, when the whistle goes, it’s back to the football we’ve all missed so much.  
 
Crowds being allowed back in stadiums was a massive breakthrough. Hopefully Steps 
2 and above will soon follow because all clubs need that money coming through the 
gate.  
 
From a reporters point of view, we’ve never covered such a fluid situation. Things 
changed literally by the hour. Sometimes even within ten minutes of being told one 
thing, another call would come through saying it was now something else. It’s been a 

challenge! Without crowds it would have been impossible to start the season. Then the 
fears for clubs as soon as the pandemic broke out would have been multiplied. 



 
I remember one week, way back in the summer, being told four different opinions on 
the start date for 2020-21. One said September/October, another ventured November, 
someone else thought January and another, informed person, feared not at all! 
Thankfully the first person’s guess was correct but we all are aware it’s a fine line with 
cases on the rise again. 
 
Already we’re getting used to clubs withdrawing from the FA Cup at the last minute 
because of positive tests and there will no doubt be late cancellations of games 
throughout the season. 
 
We can all play our part. Help clubs stick to the crucial social distancing rules that need 
to be adhered to. Fill out test and trace forms and throw a couple of extra quid into the 
coffers.  Every little helps. Including buying this programme.  
 
Enjoy your football! 
 

 

Southern League Central 

Fixtures 
Saturday 26th September 2020 

 

AFC Rushden & Dioamons v Barwell 

Biggleswade Town v Bromsgrove Sporting 

Coalville Town v Leiston 

Kings Langley v Nuneaton Borough 

Lowestoft Town v Hednesford Town 

Needham Market v Stratford Town 

Rushall Olympic v Peterborough Sports 

Stourbridge v Hitchin Town 

Tamworth v St Ives Town 

 



Alvechurch v Royston Town 

Saturday 26th September 2020 

Name Check 
         Alvechurch Squad    Royston Squad 

Matt Sargeant    Joe Welch 

Jonathan Brown    Harry Smart 

Joe Hull    Gus Scott-Morriss 

Ben Cassidy    Ed Asafu-Adjaye 
Jamie Willets    Adam Murray 

Peter Taylor    Daniel Brathwaite 

Dominic Hill-Brown    Dan Newton 

Mitch Botfield    Taylor Parr 
Joseph Daley    James Brighton 

Dave Bellis    Josh Castiglione 

Kieran Cook    Scott Bridges 

Babucar Sauane    Spyros Mentis 
Kevin Monteiro    Tom Newman 

Aaron Lloyd    Adam Watkins 

Kyle McFarlane    Danny Green 

Kyle Belmonte    Jonny Edwards 
Isai Marselia    Brandon Adams 

Jack Birch    Josh Williams 

Taylor Townsend    Isaac Galliford 

     
     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Match Officials 

Referee  Daniel Pattison 

Assistants Steven Baylis 

   Adam Clenaghan 


