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Good evening and welcome to this year’s AGM, I would like to start proceedings to give you 

an overview of 2014, bring you up to date in 2015 and an insight what we are looking for 

any future projects. 

2014 

From a financial point of view the year concluded successfully with a trading profit of over 

£20k and a balance sheet profit of over £13k.  Financially, this is our most profitable year 

and whilst we do not set out to make as much as money as possible, we do have a 

responsibility to our members to balance the books.  At the same time we have to make 

sure we maintain our first class facilities, which includes the club house and playing pitches 

and courts. 

Without doubt our facilities are one of the best if not the best in the North West of England.  

From a rugby perspective and more recently tennis, I have visited many clubs in the 

surrounding area and it does make you realise how well off we are.  That excellence has 

been maintained with the transition from Nick James to the new grounds team headed up 

by Duncan Ingham who has carried on that distinction in a very short space of time.  From 

everyone at the Exec, well done to Duncan and his team. 

In the past 5 years I have been Chairman we have witnessed a marked change to our 

financial stability and confidence in achieving our forecast and goals.  We can put this down 

to 3 obvious factors; 

 Bar and Catering revenue 

 Increased membership – especially in all of the junior sections 

 The success of the HSC events 

Bar and Catering Revenue 

Quite simply more of us are spending money at the bar! Year on year we have seen a steady 

double digit growth on our bar revenue. To put that in perspective, in 2011 we took just 

under £200k, this year that figure was £281k, which means at over 30% GP that nets the 

Club an extra £26k. 

Much of this success has to be attributed to Stuart and his team who have continued to 

provide us with a healthy balance sheet but also excellent service. 

The most common phrase I hear is that the place is buzzing and always busy.  5 years ago I 

remember standing here saying that we have got to lose the tag of the HSC being Heaton 

Moor’s best kept secret.  Well, we have. 



Membership 

For the first time in the HSC’s 9 year history the Exec has decided to raise membership fees 

– approximately by 10%, so for a 1 sport playing member this will equate to £13 per month 

from £12 per month. 

I think it is a valid question to ask that if we are making money with the increased revenues 

from the bar why are we raising membership fees?  Well, the club has been running on a 

make do and mend policy, through necessity,  for the past few years and at the beginning of 

the year the Exec identified a number of high expenditure projects that needed to be 

undertaken.  Some of these projects include: 

 Replacement furnishings in the members bar 

 Floodlight maintenance 

 Till replacement 

 New kitchen equipment 

These items run into 10’s of thousands and it is felt the increase was necessary and perhaps 

a little overdue with the Club entering it’s 10th year of operation. 

After 7 years in the role of Membership Secretary, Tony Platt has stood down and Sareth 

Humpage taken his place. I’d like to thank Tony for all his work and effort which largely goes 

unnoticed, but can now enjoy a pint at the Club knowing he won’t get accosted for 

membership cards! 

It is always exciting when a new member joins the exec, bringing their ideas, creativity and 

enthusiasm and anyone else who feels they have something to offer, be it ideas or their 

time, please do not hesitate to contact me or one of the exec. 

Events 

The fireworks evening is still our standout fund raiser with literally thousands of people 

walking through the gates on the evening.  Last year was no different with Jill Russell and 

Dan Arnisan marshalling and coordinating the event to ensure it’s success. 

This year we will continue with the SpookyWalk, which will be run by the Lacrosse section 

and after the hugely successful Xmas Dinner and Dance we will host a Summer Ball which 

Rachel Arnison has kindly taken up upon herself  to organise. 

These events raised just under £10k last year and something we aim to emulate this year 

again. 

 

 



Future Projects 

We continue to discuss the management of the artificial pitch with Stockport MBC and this 

has peaks and troughs of activity and correspondence which is currently going through a lull.  

Stockport MBC are still looking for a suitable location within the Heaton’s to house the pitch. 

This year we are looking to enhance the aesthetics of the Club to hide the unsightly bin area, 

improve the entrance to the Club with suitable artwork and improve the balcony area which 

has already benefitted from the more solid outdoor furniture. 

Other more embryonic ideas include a pavilion type building just in front of the disabled 

parking area that would cater for cricket teas when required, rugby and lacrosse junior 

meals on a Saturday and Sunday and potentially even house a table tennis table, which 

would benefit all sections.  We do have some work to go on that project. 

To finish off I would like to again thank all of you who give up your time that helps 

contribute to this Club’s success. 

It never ceases to amaze me how many people give their valuable time in various activities 

which make this club truly special and truly a community sports hub within the Heatons and 

of course the best Club in the North of England! 

Thankyou 

Tony Murton 

 

 


