
Fry’s Hockey Club AGM - Minutes 
Saturday 28th April 2007 

 
 
Apologies:  
Belle Curtis, Joyce Pickard, Sally Curnow, Emma Trott, Vicky Peterson, Sally Palmer, Paige 
Muxworthy, Amanda King, Donna Caddick, Jodie Lock 
 
Chairman notice: 
Notice was given that no U18s should drink alcohol at club events and no other members of 
the club should buy drinks for them.  We adhere to child protection rules and we need to stick 
to them for our club accreditation.  Members will be asked to leave the club if they are caught 
buying drinks for the under 18’s at club events. 
 
 
1 – Approval of minutes 2005/06 AGM 

• JC raised the previous issue of splitting training nights for men and women.  Last year the 
pitch was not available for us to do this and there is a general problem with available slots 
and cost involved so no progress has been made here, 

• Summer league tournament was a success, with clubs asking to join this year.  Many 
thanks to Louisa Pillinger for her work on this. 

• Working party:  Only 2 volunteers came forward to be involved with this, thank you to 
Lillie Curnow and Jo Bush.  However JC apologised for not progressing this with the 
group.  The issue of whether we should leave Fry’s has become less of an issue since 
our club fees increased as the original issue was the cost involved for what was 
perceived to be relatively little gain. 
JC advised that the payments we make to Fry’s won’t increase for us because we don’t 
use the facilities very often. 

• Fry’s are making good progress in terms of developing the site, so it’s good that we are 
still members at the moment.  They’ve been looking at the sports facilities which may 
allow us to put together a business plan to highlight the benefits of installing an astro 
pitch, but we are not getting our hopes up here. 

 
Approval of minutes: Kim McNeill and Karen Jones 
 
 
2 – Chairman’s report 
Wow, what a fantastic year – in the last few days I’ve been to several other AGMS for both 
men and women – and I’ve received comments about good things being said about Fry’s 
Hockey Club – people I’ve never met before who know me! not because of who I am, but 
because of who I represent – that’s you!  
 
So can I thank you all for belonging to this club and everything you’ve done for us, you’ve all 
had a part to play in the messages I’ve received.  
 
Some of the highlights – Growing links with Wellsway School, Training – too many to cope 
with at times! A massive 65 juniors some weeks. Men’s promotion, good performances from 
the Ladies’ teams, which the captains will detail shortly. I’ve seen many games at all levels 
and can honestly say the efforts of everyone are fantastic.  
 
Off the pitch - developments have been made; Sheridan Gyde now works for England Hockey 
and fully supports our plans, which I will formally issue over the coming weeks – we have 
drafted a 3 year development plan, I can’t share it today as it contains much detail which 
needs to agreed with the people who’ll be carrying out the work.  Also I’ve met with the 
Hockey Action Group and we are looking to bring in a whole new coaching programme across 
Bath & NES, the big clubs in the area can’t expand any more – we must take advantage of 
this.  
 



There are possible developments here – which I think we need to keep ourselves in a prime 
position to influence.  
 
From next season we’ll be running the junior club and I’ve got space agreed for a mini’s 
section – but we need people to come along and help. You don’t have to be qualified coach.  
 
So there’s lots to do, we really need everyone’s help, Lou Bale will be charged with getting 
our Accreditation sorted – she’ll need a team around her, this will ensure we become one of 4 
clubs in the region with this, ensuring schools, funders, parents and others will  take Fry’s 
Hockey Club seriously. With everyone pulling together we can really be a force to be 
reckoned with.  
 
To round up – thanks to you all – the committee, the captains, the umpires and also those  
people who do things to keep us moving in the right direction.  
 
 
3 – Treasurer’s report 
Summary of Finances available separately 
Approval of 2005/06 accounts: Glen Jennings and Kim McNeill 
 

• Request from Lou Bale to itemise all transactions on finances, with a particular query over 
one section which HP advised was for men’s kit, balls and other sundry goods. 

• JC raised issue of auditing our accounts, which is stated in our constitution as something 
we would do yearly.  This would cost around £400 per year.  However, JC raised whether 
we could use the services of members of the club who are accountants to save money. 

• CF asked if there were criteria stating that we needed to use someone completely 
independent of the club. 

• JC asked members whether we could change the constitution to say that we would 
review finances rather than audit each year. 

• CF suggested checking whether we are allowed to do this, so JC offered to check – all 
present agreed to this. 

 
ACTION: JC to check with England Hockey whether we need to audit accounts every 
year, or whether we can just review yearly. 
 
 
4 – Captains’ reports 
Each captain gave a summary of their team’s performance during the season. 
 
 
5 – Training 

• JC started the season running training sessions until Tom came along.  We’ve had a 
mixed response to Tom. 

• Dan, Ashley and Doug are attending a coaching course in May which will help and give 
us more options for training. 

• Sheridan has advised that we keep Tom for the time being.  She is mentoring him and we 
need to be sure we give him a clear job description to ensure we are getting what we 
want from him.   

• Sheridan will come and coach with him once a month – JC is trying to persuade her to 
come twice a month as Sheridan is a level 3 coach. 

• The Women’s Avon hockey AGM stated that they have money to spend to help clubs get 
people trained to coach so funds are there if anyone wants to learn. 

• We should always have a level 2 coach present at training sessions, so if anyone hears 
of anyone available through the grapevine then let JC know. 

• JC stated that he had seen improvements in those players that come training, and 
thanked members for coming training, and asked for thoughts about training. 

• GJ requested a captains meeting with the coach pre-season.  JC said yes. 

• CF advised that most captains talk to the coach regularly anyway about their 
requirements. 



• Doug asked if we could have more structure and fitness training. 

• JE responded stating that we pay a coach to teach us hockey skills so we need to make 
the most of it – people should make the effort to do fitness training in their own time. 

• CF stated that fitness levels have visibly dropped across all teams and agreed that it is 
individual responsibility to get fit.  Reminded that members can use Fry’s grounds during 
the summer for exercise. 

• Rose Side commented that representation from the senior club members at training was 
poor. 

• JC stated that we need to remind members that we need to up things a notch as a club 
and motivate people to attend training as it does help. 

 
 
6 – Committee proposals 
a – To play all mixed games on astro pitch and raise match fees to cover the cost. 
JC explained that we will lose the grass pitch at Fry’s anyway and we haven’t used it at all this 
season.  Suggestion is to pay £5 for Sunday home games and £2 for away games to cover 
costs. 
Alternative suggestion was to pay £6 for home games and nothing away. 
Rich May suggested paying £3.50 per game home and away – this was voted on FOR. 
 
b – To add the word Keynsham to the name of the hockey club. 
HP explained this was because many travelling teams don’t understand where Fry’s. 
CF did not agree and stated that there are other clubs who don’t play in the place they are 
named after.  Commented that if we are going to change the name of the club we should set 
up a separate committee to look at this separately. 
LP asked if changing the name would mean that we would need to replace all our kit. 
LB asked why change the name if we aren’t moving away from Fry’s. 
DP stated that there is a small risk that another club could come along and set up under the 
name of Keynsham if we don’t take it first. 
JC advised that if we change the name then the leagues would need to ratify this and if they 
didn’t agree then we wouldn’t be able to do it anyway.  It could also affect our accreditation if 
we change the name after we have achieved it. 
Carol asked if there was a reason we had to change the name.  JE advised no. 
Matt R stated that when he was new to the area he had trouble finding our club when 
searching on the internet. 
RS asked if name change would affect current accreditation – JC advised it would cost £25. 
CF highlighted that if we change name it will cost the club time and money. 
CJ asked if JC believes there will be an astro pitch at Fry’s in the next 2-3 years – JC said 
don’t know, but wouldn’t get hopes up. 
Jo B stated that Fry’s have been looking into getting an astro pitch for years but nothings 
happened. 
 
Proposal vote - AGAINST  
 
c – To give players 2 weeks to pay up match subs and then be suspended from further 
play until they do pay. 
JC read out what it says about this in the constitution.  Currently there is no deadline for 
members to pay up if they miss a weeks match fees.  The purpose of this proposal is to help 
with cash flow through the club as bills come in all the time.  This is not intended to override 
personal issues with payment. 
CF agreed it’s a good idea but suggested a time frame of 4 weeks to pay up rather than 2.  
JC said this doesn’t really help the issue with the cash flow. 
JE stated that it would also discourage people who are simply lazy at paying up. 
CF asked if there could be some exceptions, eg when umpires have to rush off to another 
match.  JE said yes, as long as people speak to the captains and make the situation clear. 
MR stated that captains need to keep players aware if they haven’t paid. 
Sue F reminded that players can also pay by cheque. 
LB stated that captains are responsible for making sure players pay fees. 
JC stated that we do ask for match fees to be handed in to the treasurer at least every 2 
weeks. 



RS stated that responsibility lies with the players to pay up, and although we have always had 
an exceptions rule, if a member is playing hockey they should bring money. 
CJ agreed with Rose and reminded again about paying by cheque. 
RS commented that other clubs run direct debit schemes with no issues. 
 
Proposal vote – FOR 
ACTION – update the constitution and include line about exceptional circumstances. 
 
d – To have a separate ‘kit master’ to hold and farm out all club kit. 
JE explained that he has volunteered to do this has he has room for storage and other 
committee members don’t have that ability. 
CF asked if exec committee members could be clarified. 
JC clarified what it says in constitution 
CF doesn’t agree that Club Secretary should be part of the exec committee – and it should be 
an odd number of people for voting purposes. 
JC agreed that there may have been a mistake here and he will look at this and come back to 
CF separately as this is a separate issue to the proposal. 
 
Proposal vote – FOR 
JE nominated for this and proposed by Charlene Fleck and Rose Side. 
 
 
7 – Members’ proposals 
a – Glen raised proposal that when players only play a small portion of a game they 
should be able to pay less subs, but that the captain should still ensure that at least 11 
full subs payments have been made overall. 
SF stated that similar things happen in the 4ths where there are so many players that some 
only play small parts of games. 
JC explained that a portion of each players match fees goes towards training and funds to 
help develop the club which we wouldn’t get if only 11 full subs were being collected. 
CF agreed with JC and asked where you would draw the line in deciding who pays what. 
Tim stated that some people have said that they are not prepared to pay £5 for 5 minutes of 
play. 
CF explained that all growing clubs go through this. 
Doug agreed that it was unfair that players should pay full fees for 5 minutes of play. 
RS explained that when we were developing the 4

th
 team and there were too many players 

then some people only played every other week and not so many players were taken to 
games to ensure that everyone had a fair amount of playing time. 
KM highlighted that if you are always putting out your strongest team then other players don’t 
get the opportunity to develop. 
 
Proposal vote – AGAINST 
 
 
8 – Results of officers election for 2007/08 season 
Uncontested elected officers were confirmed. 
 
Outstanding positions: 
Communications Officers – Doug Whiteside proposed by Glen Jennings and Karen Jones. 
Ladies’ fixtures secretary – Sally Curnow proposed by Kim McNeill and Louisa Pillinger. 
Men’s Fixture secretary – Martin Moore proposed by Andy Crooks and Glen Jennings. 
Welfare officer – Joyce Pickard proposed by Karen Jones and Jo Bush 
Communications officer – Tim Cummings proposed by Ashley Harris and James Ellis 
Ladies’ 4

th
 team captain – Sarah Bowers proposed by Kim McNeill and Laura Doble. 

 
No chair of selection was nominated so the selection committee will manage themselves with 
guidelines. 
 



Result of elections for position: 
Club Secretary – Sarah Clifford 29, Lisa Yandell 14 
Treasurer – Heather Pillinger 17, Laura Withey 26 
 
JC expressed thanks to Heather for her hard work over the last few years as treasurer. 
 
Uncontested positions as follows: 
Chair – James Clifford 
Vice Chair - Louise Bale 
1
st
 team captain – Sally Palmer 

1
st
 team vice – Kathryn  

2
nd
 team captain – Kim McNeill 

2
nd
 team vice – Rose Side 

3
rd
 team captain – Jo Sands 

3
rd
 team vice – Lillie Curnow 

Men’s captain – Dan Page 
Men’s vice – Glen Jennings 
Mixed captain – Ian Martin 
U18’s captain – Kirsten Fleck 
 
 
9 – AOB 

• Ashley is getting team together for 10k run; let him know if you are interested. 

• LP reminder for people to put names down for summer league and hoodies 

• JC reminder to join Joyce for Race for Life 

• JE advised there would be raffle during the presentation evening. 
 
Close. 


