
The Story of Season 2015~16 

A season that promised so much ultimately ended in disappointment.  We fell short in our attempts 

to secure both promotion and the Cumbria Cup but hopefully the circumstances that thwarted each 

quest will never arise again. 

Aspatria got their league campaign of to a great start with a 7 try mauling of Fleetwood, a 45:22 

victory that boosted confidence for the first away game at De La Salle.  The Manchester based outfit 

were fancied to challenge for honours and there is no tougher venue to visit in this league.  This was 

a bone crunching game that might have gone either way; its fate undecided until the very last play.  

For this reason Aspatria were grateful for the 10:20 score line and a second victory. 

The following week Bolton were the visitors to Bower Park and not for the first time in this fixture 

showed a resilience that rewarded them with a win and left Aspatria to think again about their 

ability to mount a promotion challenge? 

Aspatria regrouped and as September became October recorded four comfortable wins and put one 

foot firmly in the promotion reckoning.  The momentum gained over the past weeks shuddered to a 

halt on 27th October.  Aspatria, who were having no trouble despatching the leagues lower sides 

suddenly came up against unbeaten St Benedicts.  The game was a sequence of missed 

opportunities for the home side and Saints accept the gifts to inflict the second defeat of the season. 

Three weeks on and Aspatria were at Oldham with the game going ahead in poor conditions. Wind 

and rain howling down the pitch welcomed the visitors.   Oldham had already beaten St Benedicts 

on their own ground. The only defeat Saints would suffer on the road to becoming ultimate League 

Champions.  And so, Aspatria were under no illusions as to what awaited them.  The war of attrition 

went Aspatria’s way until the last play of the game when Oldham converted a penalty to draw the 

game.  For the author, given the conditions and the circumstances, this was easily the best 

conversion witnessed all season. 

Aspatria followed up the draw with a win against old rivals, Wigton and then faced Kirkby Lonsdale 

in the quarter final of the Cumbria Cup.  The cup game was a remarkable contest and undoubtedly 

the highlight of the season.  A big crowd assembled at Bower Park in late November gloom, watching 

– unbelieving in many cases – as Aspatria dismantled one of the top sides in N1W.  The 38:0 score 

line did not flatter Aspatria and gave a glimpse of the rugby that the current squad is capable of. 

Christmas came and went with Aspatria in unstoppable form.  Lying in wait, Wigton and at Lowmoor 

Road on 23 January, a trap was laid for the Black Reds that shattered the upward curve.  The 15:5 

defeat did not end promotion hopes but it became clear that Aspatria may now be relying on the 

Play-off route rather than automatic elevation. 

After the Wigton defeat, the Black Reds resumed a winning streak but not in the dominant fashion 

that they had showed in that classic performance against Kirkby Lonsdale.  Sides below them were 

giving the Black Reds a hard time.  Whitehaven and Oldham came close to upsets.  As Aspatria know, 

close is rarely good enough and eight straight victories saw them arrive for the reverse fixture at 

Bolton knowing that the play-off spot, at least, could be secured. 



Saturday 9th April will be remembered for a few years by Aspatria supporters.  Infamy, infamy, 

they’ve all got it infamy! This might have been the cry but in truth we were unwilling participants in 

an incident that ultimately cost the team a crack at promotion.  Bolton edged the game 18:15 but 

this was not enough for them to leap-frog Aspatria into the play-off game.  Only later were Aspatria 

to learn that their misunderstanding of a league regulation relating to ‘uncontested scrums’ would 

cost them a 3 point deduction and with it the opportunity to challenge for promotion. 

The end of the season became complete farce.  The culprit was the St Benedicts pitch which for large 

parts of the season proved unplayable.  Add to this Saints success on the field, in all competitions, 

and the result was postponement on postponement piling up.   It looked as if the season would 

never end, with clubs waiting patiently for their opportunity to face Saints.  Common sense did 

prevail in so far as a number of fixtures, where the outcome had no bearing on promotion or 

relegation, were abandoned.   

This left Aspatria with yet another visit to Mirehouse to end the season.  The game ended 17:16 in 

favour of the home side.  This was a hammer blow to close the season; the clubs had agreed to play 

the game as a double header to include the Cumbria Cup Semi-Final.  Aspatria were in near total 

command of the scoreboard and the game. However, in a final few minutes that marked Saints out 

as the team of the season they found a way to clinch victory. 

In a 26 game league season where only 5 games were lost there has to be some satisfaction along a 

rocky road to 3rd place.  Notwithstanding, there is inevitable frustration with the Aspatria playing 

record.  It has to be admitted that the winners of the 5 games that Aspatria lost during the campaign 

were all worthy of their victories.  The flip side is that in all five games, Aspatria might just as easily 

have come out on top.  This knowledge should be used wisely when complacency rears its head in 

next seasons defining games. 


