
                                

Cadished Rhinos Committee Meeting 

Venue: Lord Street 

Date: 9th December 2019 

Time: 8:00 pm 

 

In Attendance 

Mike Heaton Louise Evans 

Steve Guy Linda Guy 

Nathan Vernon Ange Rittaler 

Sam Wynne Paul Elliott 

Darren Matthews Paul Faulkner 

Andy Guard Brad White 

Bob Speakman Kieron Draper 

Paul King (Non-Executive Director – Salford Red Devils) 

Neil Blackburn (Foundation Manager – Salford Red Devils Foundation) 

  

1 Opening of Meeting 

 The Chairman opened the December 2019 meeting by thanking everyone for attending 

and welcomed Paul King and Neil Blackburn who had been invited to discuss the 

possibility of working together to develop links between the two Clubs. 

2. Salford Red Devils 

 The Club Secretary then went on to explain why the invitation had been extended to 

Salford Red Devils in that over the past few months the subject has been raised by 



Page 2 

members of the Cadishead Rhinos (parents, players etc.) of the lack of support 

received from Salford Red Devils despite Salford being a strong rugby league area. As 

Ian Blease was unable to accept our invitation as he was currently in Australia, he 

asked Paul King and Neil Blackburn to attend on his behalf. He went on the thank both 

for coming down to the December 2019 Committee Meeting. 

 The Club Secretary then asked members in attendance if they would like to put their 

key concerns forward to Paul and Neil. 

 Concerns such as members feeling Salford had distanced themselves from us. They 

felt Cadishead Rhinos were ‘under the radar’. We have young players coming through 

and yet nobody comes down from Salford. Our Coaches can see progress in players 

and feel that Salford are missing out. Nothing from Salford Red Devils has been seen 

on Twitter regarding Cadishead Rhinos. One of our parents had expressed their 

disappointment as nothing was posted anywhere about our U12’s team getting to the 

Final. It was acknowledged that we do need to pass any information on to Salford and 

it was accepted that there is a problem with consistency on Social Media. 

 Cadishead Rhinos is the most thriving club in the area and its a case of give and take, 

but it was felt there needs to be more from Salford. Cadishead have in the past invited 

players to our presentation. It was accepted that Kevin Brown came down. It was 

suggested that maybe a couple of players could be nominated as ambassadors 

(Warrington Wolves do this). Five years ago, players came down at Easter. 

 Over the past two years 1 player came down to see a player who had broken his leg. 

It was accepted that funding has got a massive thing to do with this but by bringing 

players down who the young players look up to will in the long run put bums on seats. 

 Over the years Salford have been very strong in the community but very poor of late.  

 As the rugby pathway if very important to all amateur clubs our invitees were asked 

where is the pathway? The Club also mentioned that they would like help with 

recruiting new players in to the sport. 

 Neil Blackburn (Foundation Manager – Salford Red Devils Foundation) 

 Neil opened by apologizing to everyone it was felt Salford Red Devils Foundation were 

not doing what was expected of them. He went on to explain that there was no way 

they could complete with any of the other Professional Clubs. He went on to explain 
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that the Foundation is a registered charity which is self-funding and must write bids for 

funding. Their staff of 12 has dropped to 5 over the last two years. They no longer 

received funding from Sky Tv. The Foundation has recently been relocated to Eccles 

College as it wasn’t sustainable to remain at the A.J. Bell Stadium. There is now a 

system in place for a Category C academy with the Foundation being relocated to 

Eccles college. 

 Neil then explained that there was no preference to other Clubs. If Cadishead Rhinos 

want anything sharing on Social Media, please send it over. In terms of Match days 

Cadishead have had a lot more interaction, particularly in terms of incentives.. 

 More recently the Foundation have had to focus of finance which meant selling 

activities to those schools who were willing to pay. In the future the Foundation do want 

all Clubs to have access to players. He suggested that possibly one representative 

could come down to the Club once per month and hopefully players can buy into this. 

The Foundation certainly want to get involved at grass roots. In terms of development 

in the area the RFL want Salford to be in forefront of development and build on the 

back of that. The focus has been on U16’s this year and they now have 2 teams this 

year. 

 Neil went on to explain that as Salford Foundation has Category 3 status they get 

nothing, they are an education academy therefore they cannot offer any contract or 

money to potential players. This means they do lose the best talent as they are ‘cherry 

picked’ by other Professional Clubs. 

 Ideally Salford Foundation would love to be a Category 1 but realistically they will be 

pushing to become a Category 2. 

 He went on to explain: 

 Category 1 is a licensing process which a 4-year cycle which ends in 2022 before they 

can reapply. 

 There is potential to apply for Category 2 status which means they have academy 

status such a Newcastle, London. 

 This is just a process and there is not as much funding. 

 Neil then went on to ask Paul King if he wanted to add anything. 

  



Page 4 

Paul King (Non-Executive Director – Salford Red Devils) 

 Paul introduced himself and explained that he is a voting member of the Holding 

Company for Salford Red Devils and he is one of 3 Trustees of the Foundation. 

 Paul explained that he has been commissioned with a piece of work with pyramid. He 

is looking at how to strengthen that and be present in schools who would need to buy 

in. He has a vision of how he would like this to be and Community Clubs will play a 

massive part in this. We must find a way. We need a strong pathway. At this moment 

in time we cannot offer up and coming players anything. They have had no back office; 

they now have one. The Club are starting to get some structure which hopefully means 

they will be in a better position to help us. We mentioned that we as a Club need to tell 

them when we need players to come down. They may be able to send players down if 

we have a development day but there is a player’s protocol. They would need 2 weeks’ 

notice and we would need to go through their player welfare officer. 

 The Club Secretary then went on to thank both Neil and Paul for coming down and 

mentioned that hopefully we could work together in the future. If anybody has any ideas 

the Club were asked to send them to Neil by email. It was clear to everyone that it is 

important to working together to build a positive future for Rugby league in the area. 

3 Apologies for Absence 

 Apologies for absence were received from Marissa Chaplin and Mark Woodfine. 

4 Approval of Minutes from the last meeting 

 The minutes of the meeting held on 11th November 2019 were approved as a correct 

record. 

5 Treasurer’s Report  

 The Treasurer provided a breakdown of the current bank accounts. 

6 Child Welfare Report 

 The Child Welfare Officer had nothing to report. 

7. Preparation for 2020 Season 

 i)      League application forms. 

 The Club are expected to put in an application for the 2020 Season and we need 

to ensure the information on the form is correct. Coaches were asked to check 

the form. Coaches were advised that the Junior section do have regular monthly 
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meetings and it is expected a representative from the club attends. A suggestion 

was put forward that a Rota for attendance is put in place. Paul Elliott has agreed 

he will attend the January 2020 meeting. 

 ii) Player & Volunteer Online Registrations. 

 The Registration link is live.  This system is same as the open age system and 

the link will be put on the Pitchero website 

 iii) New Kits 

 Most orders for new kits for the 2020 season have now been placed and it is 

hoped they will arrive in time for the start of the new season. 

8. Season Change 

 Members were informed that the League have a proposal in place to change the 

season to bring it in line with the academic year. This means players will be playing 

with other players of their own age and would drop off after the summer break. It also 

means that the U16’s will start at the end of their school year and end in the spring. A 

vote was put forward and it was unanimously rejected. 

9. Update of Floodlighting 

 The Clubs application has been submitted and is subject to a planning application.  

10. Forthcoming events 

 i) Family Quiz  

 The Family Quiz is set to take place on the Saturday 14th December and is open 

to anybody who wishes to submit a team. Entry is £1 per person, 7:00 pm start. 

 ii) Christmas Raffle 

 The Christmas Draw raffle will take place after training on Sunday 15th December 

2019. 

 iii) Cadishead Rhinos Christmas Touch Rugby 

 The Club will be holding its annual Christmas Touch Rugby event on the 28th 

December. The Family Touch Rugby Session will commence at 10:30 a.m. with 

the adults playing at 11:30 a.m. The Pool/Darts and Dominos will take place in 

the Firs on Fir Street at 2:00 p.m. 

11. AOB 

 i) Lord street park 



Page 6 

 Members were provided with an update on Lord Street Park where it was 

explained that efforts are being made to try to improve the park, such as updating 

the fencing, using the wall as a memorial to Faith and Petro and plants, however 

these are just suggestions at this moment in time. It will probably be revisited in 

the new year. 

iii)     Mike Heaton suggested that in light on recent damage to the building we should 

possibly consider changing the camera heads to night vision. Two quotes have 

been obtained. The first £290 to change the camera heads to night vision. The 

second £1,300 to update whole system. A vote was taken, and it was agreed we 

should change the camera heads at a cost of £290. 

 iv) Future festivals 

 It was suggested and agreed that any future festivals/events should be planned 

as early as possible to ensure as much take up as possible. 

 v) Feedback on social media posts 

 It was felt by one or two coaches that the item on the minutes of the last meeting 

in relation to Language on Facebook had been received with a little 

disappointment and raised questions such as, should the club not be proud of the 

achievements of our younger players which in turn promotes the club and could 

attract new players. After a long discussion it was pointed out that the Club were 

all for promoting all age groups and encouraging new players however we 

needed to be aware of the terminology used as words such as unbeaten, 100% 

record could be construed as bragging which the League frown upon.  

14. Date of next meeting includes AGM 

 The date of the next meeting will be Monday the 13th January 2019 at 8pm 

 


