
TALKING POINTTALKING POINTTALKING POINT   

In the third of a new weekly series of articles this season, Andrew Douglas picks out his key 
talking point for discussion from the past week‟s football to get YOU talking . . .  

What a difference a week makes! 
 
Last week, Stanway Rovers 2020/21 season finally kicked into high gear and 
in a big way with 7 points gained from out of a possible 9. Starting with a 3-
3 draw away at Kirkley and Pakefield on the Saturday (that, if we are being 
brutally honest, really should have been a win!), this was then followed by 
an emphatic 4-0 away win over Haverhill Rovers in midweek and then 
concluded with a thrilling 4-2 home win over Whitton United 
 
Even taking into account the 3-1 lead that the team managed to end up losing 
to draw with Kirkley and Pakefield, the last three performances from the 
Stanway Rovers have shown the team in a really positive light. Yes, there 
have still far too many of those errors that must drive Danny Slatter and his 
coaching staff mad and have already surely led to far too many goals in the 
against column for anyone’s liking. However, it would now seem that the 
team have a foundation that they can look to build upon as a marker for how 
Stanway Rovers season could potentially pan out if the current performance 
level can be maintained from here with focus and hard work. 
 
The need for hard work and focus on the part of the Stanway Rovers team 
to maintain their current momentum going forward from their recent 
positive results leads us to this week’s big TALKING POINT . . . 

The Italians have a wonderfully evocative word for the type of player 
that I am now referring to within an otherwise well-drilled team and 
tactically driven team: Fantasista. This word typically denotes a given 
team’s symbol of creativity and invention, of its imagination and 
entertainment, of real artistry and magic. It refers to that player that 
helps their team to move beyond the bland and purely functional ‘paint
-by-numbers’ football that all too many teams throughout the 
footballing hierarchy continue to persevere with in the hope that their 
players collective unimaginative, purely physical play will get them far 
more positive results than not. 
 
Why has that proved to be the case?  
 
It is actually a surprisingly easy question to answer. The reality is that 
individuality is being effectively trained out of players at every level of 
the game. Teams and their managers want athletes that are able to stand 
up to the physical rigours of the modern game, more than those that are 
able to actually outthink and outplay the opposition with their skills. 
They believe that fitness is now a key factor that will influence whether 
they win or lose, particularly with approaches like Jurgen Klopp’s 
pressing style currently being especially en vogue. 

As their results show, there can be little doubt that the number of errors 
by individual players have already proved costly for Stanway Rovers on 
more than one occasion this season. However, the last three matches have 
served to show that the team’s attack would appear to be operating pretty 
well. The footballing relationships and thus also the link-up play between 
many of the players is improving all the time and thus also the team’s 
overall functionality when sent into battle. 
 
Nevertheless, it would be a disservice to several of the players in the 
typical starting eleven (and the manager, Danny Slatter) to say that the 
team is actually purely functional. 

“The link-up play between many of the players is 

improving all the time and thus also the team‟s 

overall functionality when sent into battle.” 

“Fantasista refers to that player that helps their 

team to move beyond the bland and purely 

functional „paint-by-numbers‟ football that all 

too many teams  continue to persevere with.” 

 

Remember to follow Stanway Community Football Club 

on our official social media pages - 

TALKBACK - We want to hear from you! Get in contact via the Stanway Rovers 
website or our social media channels NOW to tell us what you think about this 
week’s TALKING POINT. Do you agree or disagree with our writer?  Whatever 
your viewpoint, we want to hear from you TODAY! 

Does fantasista have a place in non-
league football? 



Therefore, in view of the current trends regarding the tactical needs of the modern manager in contemporary football, the fantasista has come to be 
increasingly distrusted as a mere luxury that teams are simply better off. 
 
As Jonathan Wilson recognised in an piece for ‘Four Four Two’ magazine, it has become “increasingly harder for a classical playmaker to find a role” in 
modern football and so “the players who would have been playmakers had to find new roles” for themselves or run the risk of being lost to the game. 
 
However, even in non-league football, there are still those odd instances that seem to clearly buck this apparent trend. 
 
One example of such a beacon of light can be found right in the heart of Essex in the form of Stanway Rovers very own Daniel Gilchrist. 
 
To look at, Gilchrist is certainly not the most imposing of physical specimens. In fact, he looks like he could potentially be blown away by a freak gust of 
Autumnal wind as he plies his trade on the left-hand side of Stanway Rovers attack! And yet, when he has the ball at his feet, Gilchrist seems to be able to 
weave a spell that creates panic amongst even the most hardened and seasoned defenders in non-league football for both his own and his team’s wider benefit. 
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Take the second goal that he scored against Whitton United in Stanway 
Rovers last Thurlow Nunn Eastern Counties Premier Division home match as 
a case in point. 
 
Having received the ball just a little to the left of centre outside the Whitton 
United penalty area, Gilchrist made his way into the area with purpose. 
Twisting first one way and then the other at speed before repeating these 
movements three more times, it was like he was literally hypnotising the 
Whitton United defenders so that they were so bamboozled that it seemed 
almost as if they had no idea which way was up! Then, having satisfied 
himself that the last remnants of his direct opponents were suitably befuddled, 
Gilchrist stroked the ball beyond the reach of United’s goalkeeper and into 
the goal to extend his team’s lead at the end of a special early Autumnal week 
for Stanway Rovers. 
 
Although Gilchrist is clearly not a traditional example of the fantasista that 
came to develop from out of the traditions of Italian football at the height of 
the Cattenaccio defensive approach, playing to the left of the attack as he 
does, rather than just behind the striker/s in a free role (although still typically 
operating in more central positions), 

Despite not being a traditional fantasista, that is not to say that Gilchrist is not a 
truly unique character with the potential to be adored by their fans as the 
creative spark. As has already been recognised, those elements of the unusual 
and the creative are both rare and precious in the context of modern football. 
Moreover, Gilchrist has already shown himself to be something of a conductor 
in the team who makes the team play better the more he is actually given the 
ball, with his natural talent on the football pitch seeming to make him stand out 
above many others plying their trade at this level.  
 
Therefore, although Gilchrist is anything but a luxury for Danny Slatter and the 
Stanway Rovers’ team, his effectiveness for the team is marked by his current  
goal scoring form. In their last three fixtures, Gilchrist has scored FOUR goals 
(and five overall in the league alone) that have helped the team to attain 7 points 
from the last 9 whilst also still working hard as part of an overall tactical 
structure for the team even when they do not have the ball. 
 
Nevertheless, as one of the greatest examples of the fantasista in football to 
date, the legendary Roberto Baggio, once said of the role that they play within 
any team that they are part of: 
 
“All my teammates allow me to express myself fully. Without them I am 
nothing.” 
 
Therefore, whilst Daniel Gilchrist has clearly shown himself to be a key player 
in the Stanway Rovers line-up this season already, the roles that both his 
teammates and Danny Slatter and his coaches have played in his success cannot 
be downplayed. In fact, it is to their credit that they have been able to create an 
environment in which an element of the fantasista has been able to find its was 
into non-league football at this level . . .  

“All my teammates allow me to express myself fully. 
Without them I am nothing.” 

“Gilchrist is clearly not a traditional example of the fantasista 

that came to develop from out of the traditions of Italian football 

at the height of the Cattenaccio defensive approach” 

http://www.andrewdouglaswills.co.uk
http://www.essenceoficon.com

