
TALKING POINTTALKING POINTTALKING POINT   
If you are good enough, are 
you old enough? 
In the first of a new weekly series of articles throughout this season, Andrew Douglas picks out 
his key talking point for discussion from the past week’s football to get YOU talking . . .  

Having taken the last few days to process Stanway Rovers disappointing 3-2 
home defeat to Kirkley and Padefield in the Thurlow Nunn Eastern Counties 
Premier Division (South), Rovers performance can be effectively summed 
up thusly: profligacy in attack, exposed by careless errors at the back, leads 
to defeat. 
 
It really is as simple as that and, after only taking two points from a possible 
nine at home, it could end up being a very disappointing season for the men 
in black and gold this season without redress. However, any further analysis 
of the team’s performance in this match and, in fact, the season as a whole to 
this point should now be left to Rovers manager, Danny Slatter and his 
coaching staff to put right. 
 
Instead, it is far better for this article to consider one of the beacons of light 
that came shining through in the second-half of the match after his 
introduction as a substitute.  
 
Step forward, Mr Max Sherlock. 
 
Or, should that title actually be ‘Master’? After all, young Sherlock is still 
only 16 years of age and is, as a result, still classed as being part of the 
Stanway Rovers under-18 set-up. 
 

Regardless, from the moment that Sherlock stepped onto the field, a 
sense of purpose that was previously lacking seemed to come with him. 
It is no coincidence that Rovers scored both of their goals against 
Kirkley and Padefield with the young man on the field, such was 
Sherlock’s impact in the attacking third, despite the team also losing 
the highly influential Tyler Kemp during the course of the second half. 
 
In fact, Sherlock himself actually scored to make it 2-1 and thus give 
Rovers some hope of a recovery after they had already fallen 2-0 
behind. 
 
However, leaving aside the importance of the goal in terms of the 
match itself and the positive impetus that it appeared to give the men in 
black and gold to push for the draw, Sherlock’s goal was also 
significant for another reason. This is because it was not only one of 
the few occasions when the away team’s goalkeeper was actually 
stretched, but also one of only a limited number of occasions when a 
member of Rovers midfield actually followed up a shot and got his 
reward when Sherlock gleefully gobbled up the rebound. 

The positive feeling that Sherlock’s goal generated amongst the home 
crowd was undoubtedly palpable, although it proved fruitless as the 
match ultimately ended in defeat. 
 
Nevertheless, the feeling amongst many members of the crowd was that 
Sherlock should have actually been given a start in this game. After all, 
look at what he was able to achieve in such a sure time on the pitch in the 
second-half! 
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Not only did the young man grab his goal to give his team hope in a match that seemed to be getting away from him, but he also appeared to be assured on the 
ball and both willing and able to try and do something a little bit different for the good of the team. To use an old adage, perhaps because of his youth, 
Sherlock played with a lack of fear that many of his teammates and opponents would surely envy. 
 
However, simply because the young midfielder played so well as a second-half substitute in a game that was already slipping away when the team were 
effectively on a hiding to nothing, should that mean that someone so young should be one of the first names on the team sheet for Stanway Rovers in their 
next match against Brantham Athletic? 
 
Could Sherlock have the same impact from the start of a match at this level? Or, is there a very real risk that he could get put in his place by some battle-
hardened veteran midfielder who has been there and bought the t-shirt? 
 
Is the reality of the situation that, in view of his age, the young man SHOULD be used as nothing more than an impact substitute at such a fledgling stage of 
his young career? After all, there are more than enough cautionary tales of a young ‘star’ being thrown into the men’s game and showing a positive light 
before flickering all too briefly and then ultimately disappearing into the ether?  
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There are still far too many men standing in pubs and clubs telling anyone 
that will listen about what they could have been in football, about the career 
that they could have had if things had just gone a bit differently for them. 
 
As Marlon Brando says so lamentably strikingly in his seminal role as Terry 
Malloy mourning the loss of a once promising boxing career in the film, ‘On 
the Waterfront’: 
 

“I coulda been a contender. I coulda been somebody, instead of a bum, which 
is what I am - let's face it”. 
 
Now, of course, the individual player has to bear a certain amount of 
responsibility for how they turn out. Just imagine how a young Paul 
Gascoigne could have turned out if he had signed for Manchester United 
under Sir Alex Ferguson, rather than Tottenham Hotspur. After all, look at the 
Class of ’92 and the way in which so many of them were nurtured to the 
highest levels of achievement in the game. 
 
Nicky Butt, Paul Scholes, the Neville Brothers, Phil and Gary, Ryan Giggs 
and even David Beckham all achieved so much success in their careers. 
 
They were not rushed into men’s football. They were used sparingly by 
arguably one of the greatest football managers ever to have lived until they 
were ready to stand on their own two feet and succeed as footballers in their 
own right and fulfil their potential in the game.  

In fact, even in those rare instances where a player is introduced to men’s 
football at a young age successfully and does not breakdown physically, 
psychologically or even emotionally before they even make it into their 
twenties, there are too many instances where young players have not lived up to 
the impact that they showed when they started. 
 
And yet, in what is so clearly such a short career, should a young player with 
talent that is offered any form of opportunity in the men’s game just grab it and 
look to make the most of it whenever they get the chance? 
 
After all, you never know who may be watching and where taking that chance 
may potentially lead. 
 
Either way, the way in which Max Sherlock is now managed by the powers-that
-be at Stanway Rovers is just one more reason to get along to the Hawthorns 
this season. Of course, the boy could be just another flash-in-the-pan, but what 
if he goes on to make it ‘big’ in the game? Then you could be one of those 
people who has the great pleasure of getting to say:  
 
“I was there when this young star made his breakthrough and now look where 
he is!” 
 
As Sir Arthur Conan Doyle’s greatest creation, Sherlock Holmes said: 
 
“It is a capital mistake to theorise before one has data. Insensibly one begins 
to twist facts to suit theories, instead of theories to suit facts.” 
 
Time will tell . . . 

“It is a capital mistake to theorise before one has 
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