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After the disrupted and shortened season in 2020, it is a 
pleasure to report here on a substantial, though not 
complete, return to normality. We played a full season; 
the 1st and 2nd XIs returned to their 2019 divisions after 
the enforced break in 2020, and the 3rd XI joined the new 
Division 6 East. The re-laid square at Oberon played pretty 
well all things considered, allowing 1st and 2nd XI league 
cricket to return there. There were still some adaptations 
to the game while in play; the use of pavilions was still 
limited; and several fixtures were cancelled because of 
covid infections among the opposition or ourselves, as 
well as one of the wettest summers in recent years.   
 
Despite all the challenges we have faced as a club over the 
past two years regarding our playing locations, and 
perhaps because overcoming them has made us all 
appreciate what we have, participation was high. The 
report covers the achievements of the four regular 
Saturday XIs, but on three occasions we were able to put 
out a 5th XI for the first time this century, giving an 
opportunity for some more and some less experienced 
adults to play alongside the growing number of juniors 
who enjoyed senior cricket. This team played three 
competitive games of cricket, illustrating our strength in 
depth. 
 
Playing results were mixed. The 1st XI had a great year and 
were unlucky to miss out on promotion, whilst their run to 
the quarter finals of the Surrey Championship’s T20 Cup 
enthused the rest of the club and attracted admiration 
from some big-name clubs. The 2nd XI suffered from the 

loss of several core players and were relegated. We were 
encouraged that those who had previously been regulars 
in lower sides were able to contribute and enjoy the 
games, which bodes well for prospects in a lower division. 
The 3rd XI, returning to the Surrey Championship after 25 
years, finished mid table and coped with having to use 
over 60 different players, including several juniors and 
guests. The 4th XI were always entertaining, and won most 
of their games. 
 
There were some wonderful Sunday games, where the 
action will probably be remembered longer than the 
results. The Bank Blitz team was blitzed, facing stronger 
opposition than in 2020 and with the club’s strongest 
players perhaps prioritizing the Cup, but midweek 
friendlies were successful; disappointment at losing to the 
Treasury was offset by beating Number 10, and Hall 
School, our hosts at Oberon, were impressed at the 
prestigious opposition.  
 
Our junior teams struggled at first, having not played in the 
2020 season and often up against older opposition, but 
many players visibly improved over the season with 
coaching and practice, and there were some encouraging 
performances and results towards the back end of the 
year. 
 
President’s Day saw three cricket matches for the first 
time with the addition of a junior game, whilst the Bucks 
Tour was a triumph with four wins from four. Sadly, the 
Kent Tour saw no cricket due to awful weather, but we still 
had a good time and were at least able to reschedule one 
fixture for later in the season. 
 
A few themes are worthy of note. Across most of our 
teams, bowling and fielding tended to be stronger than 
batting; it was appropriate to recognise Andrew 
Merriman’s historic record of 33 catches, and four bowlers 
took over 50 wickets, a mark not reached by more than 
one per season for many years. There was a conspicuous 
junior presence in many games, notably of the under 13s, 
which requires some courage from the youngsters and 
their parents, and their contribution bodes well for future 
seasons. There was more flexibility between the different 
teams than in previous seasons, exemplified by our club 
secretary who played for all 5 Saturday XIs! This made life 
easier for the captains and was good for club spirit. 
 
So, we look forward to 2022 with confidence. There will be 
challenges to overcome, both in play and in management, 
including the provision of tea at Oberon – members with 
small catering businesses are invited to make themselves 
known – but without wishing to tempt fate, these should 
hopefully not be on the same scale as those we have faced 
in 2020 and 2021.
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The Phillip Chelson Trophy 
Awarded to the "club person of the year" and can normally only be once in a 
lifetime – full history here. 

 

Charlie Armour was awarded the trophy having been Secretary of the Junior 
Section since 1999 and is standing down this year. He has very much been an 
unsung hero of the club, providing a significant amount of administrative 
support in ensuring the continued success of the junior programme. 

 

Thousands of young cricketers to have played Bank junior cricket owe a large 
debt to Charlie for all his hard work over so many years. 

 

The Terry Smeeton Trophy 
Awarded to the player scoring the most amount of runs in senior cricket 
during the season – full history here. 

 

Shiraz Husain scored 689 runs at an average of 68.90, spread across the 
Sunday XI & Midweek XI. This included four hundreds, with a top score of 120 
not out for the Sunday XI against Park Hill. 

 

The Norman Ashley Trophy 
Awarded to the player taking the highest number of wickets in senior cricket 
during the season – full history here. 

 

Mo Dilshad claimed the award for the ninth year in a row, taking 63 wickets 
at an average of 16.92, spread across the 2nd XI, 3rd XI, 4th XI, Sunday XI & 
Midweek XI. This included a best of 4-16 for the Sunday XI against 
Shepperton. 

 

The Bob Brown Trophy 
Awarded to the young player (u18) who has made the biggest impact in 
senior cricket during the season - full history here. 

 

Freddie Bender was awarded the trophy for taking 23 wickets at an average 
of 24.65 across the 3rd XI, 4th XI, 5th XI, Sunday XI & Midweek XI. This 
included a best of 3-23 for the 4th XI against St James. 

 

The Ron Fuller Cup 
Awarded to the Bank team with the most victories (or best win % if a tie) on 
Saturdays during the league season – full history here. 

 

The 4th XI led by captain Mark Streather claimed the trophy for the fourth 
time in five years. 

 

Under the qualifying criteria there were an impressive 11 wins from 15 
matches. The biggest victories were against Alleyns (by 116 runs) and Dulwich 
(by 10 wickets). 

 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.boecc.co.uk/a/player--team-awards-61226.html?page=2
https://www.boecc.co.uk/a/player--team-awards-61226.html?page=3
https://www.boecc.co.uk/a/player--team-awards-61226.html?page=4
https://www.boecc.co.uk/a/player--team-awards-61226.html?page=5
https://www.boecc.co.uk/a/player--team-awards-61226.html?page=6
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Other Senior Awards Winner 

1st XI Player of the Season Rory Sale 

2nd XI Player of the Season Aaron Crane 

3rd XI Player of the Season Mo Dilshad 

4th XI Player of the Season Rohit Nag 

Sunday XI Player of the Season Shiraz Husain 

Bank Blitz T20 XI Player of the Season Andrew Merriman 

Midweek XI Player of the Season Richard Kendall 

 

 

The Tony Leslie Trophy 
Awarded to the overall junior player of the season for contributions in junior 
cricket – full history here.  

 

Freddie Bender (u13) was awarded the trophy having been a key part of the 
u14 age group. Despite playing a year up, Freddie was a mainstay of the team 
and provided vital contributions with bat, ball and in the field. 

 

The Barry Brown Trophy 
Awarded to the junior (u18) player who has shown the most significant 
improvement throughout the season – full history here.  

 

Samuel Chadwick (u11) was awarded the trophy having developed 
fantastically in all areas of the game. As well as vast improvements on the pitch 
which led to a senior debut, Samuel’s attitude off the pitch was also 
exemplary. 

 

Other Junior Awards Winner 

U14 Player of the Season Freddie Bender 

U14 Club Person of the Year Oliver Chadwick 

U13 Player of the Season Francis Jeffries 

U13 Club Person of the Year Oliver Chadwick 

U11 Player of the Season Samuel Chadwick 

U11 Club Person of the Year Will Boon / James Lawrence 

U9 Player of the Season Oliver Preston 

U9 Club Person of the Year Oliver Boon 

 

 

Special Awards 
Andrew Merriman (left) was presented with a special award to mark breaking 
an all-time club record for an outfielder. Andrew claimed 33 catches during 
the 2021 season, with many bowlers across the club particularly grateful for 
his efforts! 

 

Richard Kendall (right) was presented with a special award for outstanding 
service to the club, including implementing the new Pitchero website, 
increased club communications and publications, plus over 50 wickets and 
nearly 400 runs. 

 
 

https://www.boecc.co.uk/a/player--team-awards-61226.html?page=7
https://www.boecc.co.uk/a/player--team-awards-61226.html?page=8
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Leading Run Scorers Leading Wicket Takers 

Shiraz Husain 689 @ 68.90 Mo Dilshad 63 @ 16.92 

Anindya Ghosh-Chowdhury 678 @ 21.87 Richard Down 55 @ 17.11 

Ed Jones 567 @ 40.50 Richard Kendall 53 @ 15.38 

Mark Streather 463 @ 35.62 Andrew Merriman 52 @ 20.71 

Debarshi Roy 462 @ 27.18 Paul Metcalfe 34 @ 15.47 

 
 

Best Batting Performances Best Bowling Figures 

Ed Jones vs Worcester Park 1st XI 121* Stefanos Nayar vs Stage 6/26 

Shiraz Husain vs Park Hill 120* Paul Metcalfe vs Beddington 2nd XI 6/36 

Shiraz Husain vs Maori Oxshott 115* Rory Sale vs Worcester Park 1st XI 5/15 

Ed Jones vs Farnham 1st XI 101 Richard Down vs Putney 5/16 

Matt Naylor vs Superstars 100* Rohit Nag vs Sussex Cougars 5/18 

Shiraz Husain vs Worcester Park 100 Saugata Sen vs Camberley 2nd XI 5/25 

Shiraz Husain vs Marden 100 Basit Kirmani vs Southbank 5/27 

Max Palmer vs Kensington 97* Richard Kendall vs Hyde Heath 5/33 

 

  

Most Fielding Dismissals Most Wicketkeeping Dismissals 

Andrew Merriman 33 Patrick Tice 24 

Richard Kendall 18 Sam Hawley 9 

Rohit Nag 13 Oliver Jay 6 

Richard Down 11 Joe McCarthy 6 

Simon Eddolls 9 Praveen Lekhraj 6 

 

  

Biggest Batting Partnerships Highest Team Scores  

Sam Hawley / Sam Brandon vs Dorking 2nd XI 143 Midweek XI vs Marden 249/6 

Anindya Ghosh Chowdhury / Olly Massey vs Superstars 123* 1st XI vs Oxted & Limpsfield 1st XI 244/10 

Om Vasikar / Khalid Saeed vs Putney 3rd XI 123 1st XI vs Worcester Park 1st XI 235/4 

Ed Jones / Henry Goodwin vs Farnham 1st XI 116 3rd XI vs Putney 3rd XI 228/5 

Andrew Merriman / Debarshi Roy vs Abinger 112* 1st XI vs Farnham 1st XI 226/5 
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Notable Player Milestones 

400 Matches Peter Andrews* 

Mo Dilshad 

Richard Down* 

100 Matches Anindya Ghosh Chowdhury 

Naeman Symonds-Baig 

4000 Runs Shiraz Husain 2000 Runs Anindya Ghosh Chowdhury 

3000 Runs Henry Goodwin 

John Jackson* 

Sam Brandon* 

1000 runs Debarshi Roy 

Neeraj Nayar 

Richard Down* 

Stefanos Nayar 

700 Wickets Mo Dilshad 400 Wickets Richard Down* 

200 Wickets Kit Winder 

Saugata Sen 

100 Wickets Mark Streather 

100 Catches Richard Kendall* 50 Catches Aaron Crane* 

Andrew Merriman 

*Play Cricket has been in use regularly across the club only since 2009, so the actual number for this player is higher. 

 

  

1st XI Debuts Junior Cricketers Senior Debut 

Max Palmer vs Egham 24th April Max Choudhury (u17) vs Little Missenden 2nd May 

Tom Viegas vs Wimbledon 11th May Ben Jones (u16) vs Malden Wanderers 22nd May 

Will Weston vs Dorking 15th May George Fanthorpe (u16) vs Malden Wanderers 22nd May 

Alex Murtagh vs Epsom 29th May Luke Nemeth (u16) vs Malden Wanderers 22nd May 

Ben Jones vs Old Wimbledonians 5th June Freddie Bender (u13) vs Chessington 22nd May 

Henry Warne vs Chessington 3rd July Arin Gramopadhye (u15) vs Old Whitgiftians 5th June 

Richard Kendall vs Chessington 3rd July Nik Behnert-Lackner (u16) vs Crossbats 12th June 

Louis Fellows vs Farnham 19th July Reuben Arya (u16) vs Croydon 19th June 

Peter Borton vs Epsom 31st July Charlie Allen (u13) vs St James 3rd July 

Tom McCarty vs Epsom 31st July Oliver Chadwick (u13) vs Woodmansterne 17th July 

  Samuel Chadwick (u11) vs Woodmansterne 17th July 

  Francis Jeffries (u12) vs Old Hamptonians 21st Aug 

  Jack Moxon Galliano (u14) vs Abinger 22nd Aug 

 

  

Representative Honours 

Mo Dilshad Surrey Over 60s 1st XI Matt Cannon Surrey Over 50s 2nd XI 

Neeraj Nayar Surrey Over 50s 2nd XI Jeff Brown Kent Over 60s 2nd XI 



 

 
Bank of England Cricket Club 2021 Annual Cricket Report 

9 

 

 
 
 

  

https://sw19designandprint.co.uk/
https://www.sheensports.com/


Senior Cricket – 1st XI Report 

 
Bank of England Cricket Club 2021 Annual Cricket Report 

10 

 

 

 
 
Kit Winder 
1st XI Captain 

 

 
Before the season, the team were challenged to win nine 
league games, which the 1st XI had not achieved in 
Division 2 in two decades. Mission accomplished!  Ten out 
of fourteen completed games were won in a fantastic 
season that went down to the wire. Unfortunately, this 
was not sufficient for promotion – three teams were 
clearly superior to the rest, and we finished third, just 12 
points behind the second promoted side. 
 
Winning the pre-season game vs Worcester Park (always 
nice to beat) with a superb 48 (24) from George Wayman 
and 121* from Ed Jones gave us crucial early momentum, 
with six wins from the first seven games. The most exciting 
was a rain-affected thriller at Dorking, which went down 
to the last ball. The only defeat came when Old 
Wimbledonians had the luck to bowl first on a strip which 
had been exposed to heavy rain and turned square; we 
succumbed for 48, and still made a fight of it. 
 
The cup run (see below) gave us energy and belief, but 
with games cancelled by covid and rain, and some key 
players absent through injury and illness, we slipped out 
of the promotion places. Three games were played in mid-
season, yielding a win, a rain-affected draw, and a 3-wicket 
loss at Dulwich, who finished as champions, so this result 
proved critical later. 
 
In the final month a ferocious promotion chase saw three 
more comprehensive wins and a high-scoring loss at 
Oxted. On the last day, we beat Chessington by 9 wickets 
with half the overs to spare but results elsewhere did not 
go our way. 
 
Ed Jones (352 league runs at 29, scoring two of only seven 
centuries across the entire club) and Rory Sale (25 league 
wickets at 12, to say nothing of some decisive 
contributions with the bat) topped the batting and 
bowling charts, but runs and wickets were shared nicely 
round the group, including from some newer players (Paul 

Metcalfe to the fore) and juniors, while Kit Winder’s 
contribution (27 wickets at 12 across league games) 
showed what the team missed while he was off sick. 
 

 
 
The early part of the season saw an incredible run in the 
Surrey Championship T20 Cup. In previous seasons, the 
height of our ambition has been to win a game to qualify 
for the “Super (late May Bank Holiday) Monday” events at 
one of eight regional hubs in Surrey. Covid ruled out these 
mini festivals, so the competition was played as successive 
bilateral ties. We played three successive games against 
higher division opposition: away at Wimbledon (Prem), 
home against Sutton (Div 1) in front of the largest crowd 
seen at Oberon, and away at Reigate Priory (Prem), in front 
of more than 100 people in our first ever quarter final. Our 
eventual conquerors Reigate Priory went on to be Surrey 
champions. The feel of lower league giant killing was 
reinforced as we played in impeccable whites against the 
pyjamas worn by all the opposing teams. 
 
There were several highlights. Wimbledon had two 
current Surrey players watching the game, and a Wales 
U19 fast bowler playing, but were undone by grandfather 
Matt Cannon’s medium seamers. They were gracious 
hosts, recognising what it meant to us, and their Director 
of Cricket provided two jugs for the celebration. Kit 
Winder’s 3-12 kept Sutton down to 106, and Georges 
Hallas and Wayman got us most of the way before a nervy 
finish. Reigate fielded two former first class players, and 
their class was just sufficient, holding us off by 5 runs. The 
taste of the higher level will be an incentive next season, 
while the results show that we belong there.   
 

1st XI Player of the Season – Rory Sale 
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1st XI Batting Averages (including T20 Cup) 

(min. 6 games played, or 100 runs scored) 
 

Player Games Innings Not Outs Runs High Score Average 

Ed Jones 18 17 3 567 121* 40.50 

Owen Thornbury 7 4 2 64 41* 32.00 

George Wayman 16 15 1 388 51 27.71 

Henry Goodwin 18 17 3 373 82 26.64 

Rory Sale 18 12 3 210 61* 23.33 

Will Weston 7 5 3 45 18 22.50 

Kit Winder 17 10 2 143 44* 17.88 

Paul Metcalfe 18 7 4 50 12 16.67 

George Hallas 13 11 2 148 52 13.45 

Patrick Tice 18 16 1 188 37 12.53 

Sam Brandon 10 7 1 62 40 10.33 

James Woodroof 8 6 1 43 18 8.60 

Joe O'Gorman 14 6 4 17 6 8.50 

Tom Dickson 13 11 1 75 18 7.50 

 

1st XI Bowling Averages 

(min. 6 wickets) 
 

Player Overs Maidens Runs Wickets Best Bowling Average 

James Woodroof 45.5 5 151 18 3/27 8.39 

Kit Winder 121.4 30 385 31 4/0 12.42 

Will Weston 28.1 2 118 9 3/12 13.11 

Rory Sale 131.2 20 428 29 5/15 14.76 

Paul Metcalfe 137.4 28 490 28 4/37 17.50 

Henry Goodwin 69 13 229 9 2/10 25.44 

Joe O'Gorman 51.5 0 289 9 3/3 32.11 

 

1st XI League Table – AJ Fordhams Surrey Championship 1st XI Division 2 
 

 
 

  

https://surreychampionship.play-cricket.com/website/division/87540
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Aaron Crane 
2nd XI Captain 

 

 
The loss of several experienced players, including two 
captains, since the 2019 season, meant that 2021 was 
bound to be a difficult year. The season opener vs 
Camberley was washed out due to rain, but we began well 
in our first match vs Dorking. Set 208 to win, a big stand by 
Sam Brandon (83) and Sam Hawley (57) ensured victory by 
5 wickets with 2 overs to spare. 
 
Leatherhead proved to be too good for us the following 
week, but it was the defeat against Ashtead that really set 
the scene for the rest of the season. Bowling and fielding 
were excellent as we limited them to 170, but we fell short 
in the chase by 11 runs despite having been 77-1. Batting 
was to prove to be the big problem throughout the season, 
with several promising positions squandered. 
 
The re-laid square at Oberon still helped bowlers more 
than our historic home at Roehampton, albeit nothing like 
the experiences of 2020. Two of our six failures to reach 
100 occurred away, but the lowest points, 46 against 
Camberley and 47 against Beddington, both came at 
home. Only the new skipper Aaron Crane reached 200 runs 
for the season, and none of the regular players could 
average 20. The team found it difficult to defend under 
pressure as well as to attack, hence a number of very low 
scores. There is an opportunity here for the future with 
experience gained, an improving home surface, better 
weather, and perhaps a slightly lower level after relegation 
from Division 2 was confirmed with three games to go. 
 
Our batting woes were compounded by some bad luck, 
with several fixtures lost to covid and / or the weather, 
including a winnable one – Dorking cried off the return 
fixture with covid the week after being bowled out for 18. 
Relegation to Division 3 should give the squad a chance to 
rebuild while allowing the many players new to 2nd XI 
cricket to consolidate their experience. 
 
Despite the struggles, the team never lost heart and 
scored a good win in the final match at Oxted, with skipper 
Aaron Crane smashing 50 to take the team home in a low 
scoring game after 5 wickets had fallen for very little. The 

winning draw against Beddington showed what could be 
possible with stronger availability across the club, and the 
failure to field a consistent batting line up will need 
addressing next year. 
 

 
 
By contrast, the bowling and fielding reflected strong team 
spirit in difficult circumstances, and it was gratifying that 
newcomers and players promoted from the lower sides 
could contribute, if frustrating that good performances 
often went unrewarded because of the batting issues.   
 
Aaron Crane led by example and was the leading wicket 
taker (22 @ 19), and Saugata Sen (17 @ 15, including 5-25 
vs Camberley) was an effective opening bowler. Andrew 
Merriman did well to reach 20 wickets @ 18 in his first 
season of regular 2nd XI cricket and his athletic fielding set 
the standard for the side, with 8 of his remarkable 33 
catches in the season coming in 2nd XI cricket. James 
Thatcher could only appear occasionally, but his 4-wicket 
haul was crucial in the win v Oxted. 
 
Our thanks to Paul Bartlett for another season of umpiring, 
and to our friends at Oxted for allowing us to use their 
second ground for what should have been a home game in 
early July when Oberon was unavailable. Onwards and 
upwards for 2022, and if we can get off to a good start 
there is no reason why we cannot bounce back at the first 
opportunity. 
 

2nd XI Player of the Season – Aaron Crane 
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2nd XI Batting Averages 

(min. 6 games played, or 100 runs scored) 
 

Player Games Innings Not Outs Runs High Score Average 

Naeman Symonds-Baig 6 6 1 108 38 21.60 

Sam Hawley 9 9 0 176 77 19.56 

Owen Thornbury 7 7 2 94 42* 18.80 

Aaron Crane 15 14 1 213 50* 16.38 

John Jackson 9 9 0 131 32 14.56 

Yogesh Patel 15 15 0 192 47 12.80 

Max Palmer 8 8 0 81 20 10.13 

Andrew Merriman 14 12 6 38 7 6.33 

Tobias Ross 8 8 0 47 10 5.88 

Leo Gardner 7 6 1 22 11 4.40 

Saugata Sen 10 8 1 11 4 1.57 

 

2nd XI Bowling Averages 

(min. 6 wickets) 
 

Player Overs Maidens Runs Wickets Best Bowling Average 

Paul Metcalfe 14 2 36 6 6/36 6.00 

Richard Kendall 20 0 96 7 4/38 13.71 

Saugata Sen 85.3 11 290 18 5/25 16.11 

James Thatcher 35.2 5 131 8 4/28 16.38 

Naeman Symonds-Baig 42.4 3 171 10 4/33 17.10 

Andrew Merriman 100.2 15 391 21 3/18 18.62 

Aaron Crane 152 34 451 23 4/20 19.61 

Leo Gardner 43 2 216 7 2/42 30.86 

 

2nd XI League Table – AJ Fordhams Surrey Championship 2nd XI Division 2 
 

 
  

https://surreychampionship.play-cricket.com/website/division/87546
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Yahya Soofi 
3rd XI Captain 

 

 
The 3rd XI returned to the Surrey Championship for the 
first time this century, having played in the Challenge Cup 
during the shortened 2020 season. The waiting list to join 
the league had been sufficient for new Divisions 6 East and 
6 West to be created. We were placed in 6 East, which had 
9 teams, so there were a couple of bye weeks as well as 
two weeks for friendlies at the end of the season. We 
finished a respectable 5th, which represented progress on 
6th out of 8 in 2020. 
 
Even the away games were mostly local – Putney 3s played 
on the next pitch to ours at Barn Elms Sports Centre, and 
Roehampton at the Trust ground next door. Playing 
conditions were variable: the bathroom at Croydon 3s 
reminded the chairman of the opening scene in 
Trainspotting, and he was horrified to learn that the 
cleaner would not enter the building “because of covid”; 
dysentery and bubonic plague were no concern.  
Roehampton’s artificial wicket turned slippery enough in 
heavy rain for an abandonment before we could lose on 
Duckworth Lewis; Old Wimbledonians declined to let us 
bat after we had been soaked for 2 hours in the field.  
 

 

 
All the teams were new to the league, and the stronger 
new 3rd XIs must have been stronger than the teams 
which had sunk over time to the bottom of Division 5, 
whereas there were a couple of 4th and 5th XIs whom we 
could reasonably expect to beat. In the event, we beat 
Putney, who were eventually promoted, in our best 
performance of the season, while we lost a game to 
Malden Wanderers 5th XI (despite a heroic effort from 12-
year-old Alfie Peirse, who was first in and last out for 49, 
having endured a flow of chatter from the fielders which 
evolved from wondering whether he could read yet to 
calling him “the little master”). 
 
Other teams did not know what to expect from us, which 
was hardly surprising given that over 60 different players 
were used as the regulars from previous years found 
themselves plugging gaps in the higher sides. We were 
extremely grateful to Neeraj Nayar’s contacts for some 
strong guest players, while our juniors were a key part of 
the season in many games. Arin Grampadhye and Ben 
Jones complemented skipper Yahya Soofi and Asif Cockar 
with the new ball, and Freddie Bender provided leg spin 
variety to our veteran offspinners. In the friendlies at the 
end of the season, young Samuel Chadwick may have been 
the smallest bowler ever to take wickets for the 3s. 
 
Nevertheless, it was a veteran offie who dominated the 
bowling figures:  Mo Dilshad took 24 wickets for the 3s, 
with skipper Yahya Soofi (10) and Richard Down some way 
behind.  Batting was a mixed bag, only partly because of 
the idiosyncrasies of the wickets at BESC. Only 3 batsmen 
managed even 100 league runs, Anindya Ghosh 
Choudhury (115), Praveen Lekhraj (114), and Neeraj Nayar 
(103).  Neeraj perhaps grasped more quickly than our less 
experienced players that 40 overs is a long time at our 
level, and there is plenty of time to build an innings. But 
there were some highlights: half centuries by Om Vasikar 
(a maiden) and Khalid Saeed which were critical in the 
upset win against Putney, and Praveen’s 65 which saw off 
Malden Wanderers. 
 
We managed to fit in a few friendlies, and these also 
produced pleasure and hilarity, not least the game against 
Salfords in which our mostly very young side did well in the 
field but failed to outscore extras with the bat, while 
Richard Down nearly became the first Bank batsman to be 
timed out, as the AA arrived to deal with an errant tyre at 
the exact moment our 9th wicket fell. Fortunately, our 
number 10 was allowed to bat twice, and as so often 
Richard lived to fight another day.  
 

3rd XI Player of the Season – Mo Dilshad 
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3rd XI Batting Averages 

(min. 6 games played, or 100 runs scored) 
 

Player Games Innings Not Outs Runs High Score Average 

Praveen Lekhraj 2 2 0 114 65 57.00 

Sadiq Ali 2 2 0 111 67 55.50 

Khalid Saeed 3 3 0 160 75 53.33 

Max Palmer 4 4 1 109 43* 36.33 

Neeraj Nayar 6 5 1 117 46 29.25 

Anindya Ghosh-Chowdhury 12 12 0 213 40 17.75 

Stefanos Nayar 6 6 0 84 45 14.00 

Om Vasikar 6 5 0 69 55 13.80 

Mohammad Dilshad 15 9 3 59 17 9.83 

Yahya Soofi 13 11 2 81 17 9.00 

Asif Cockar 9 7 1 43 16* 7.17 

Richard Down 10 6 3 9 4* 3.00 

Freddie Bender 6 4 1 8 6 2.67 

Peter Andrews 6 6 1 11 7* 2.20 

Ben Jones 6 4 1 3 3 1.00 

 

3rd XI Bowling Averages 

(min. 6 wickets) 
 

Player Overs Maidens Runs Wickets Best Bowling Average 

Mohammad Dilshad 87.2 9 324 24 4/18 13.50 

Richard Down 41 4 185 7 3/33 26.43 

Asif Cockar 48 10 167 6 2/22 27.83 

Yahya Soofi 77 8 297 10 3/8 29.70 

Ben Jones 33 3 188 6 3/47 31.33 

 
3rd XI League Table – AJ Fordhams Surrey Championship Regional Division 6 
 

 
  

https://surreychampionship.play-cricket.com/website/division/95361
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Mark Streather 
4th XI Captain 

 

 
The 4s entered 2021 as reigning Fuller Cup holders and 
with an infusion of youth and poor early availability from 
Patrick Manaton, confidence started high. Results early in 
the season were pretty good, with losses to St James and 
Kensington mixed in with easy wins against the likes of 
Epsom Methodists, XPSGCC, St James, Dulwich, Alleyns, 
and Chessington U12s 4th XI, leaving Konrad Thistlewhite-
Miller poised on a hat-trick and Brad Skelly a miserable 
walk home in the rain (once he'd got permission from 
Simon Eddolls to leave).  Highlights in this time included 
wins against Hampton Wick Royal, where a last wicket win 
led (eventually) to the formation of the Hampton Wick 6th 
XI at 4am, with vice skipper Tom Campbell taking it upon 
himself to impress the locals by cleaning their clubhouse 
toilets. A win against Guildford also came about courtesy 
of a 3 off the last ball from the ringer they'd given us, 
further proving the 4s match winning ability to make 
friends and influence people. 
  
The 4s then did enough to cap off another very successful 
season with a win on the last day against Sandhurst. Rich 
Kendall summed up his poor availability for the 4s (now 
he's a big time 1s player) by refusing to make himself 
available, despite the venue being in close proximity to his 
wedding that evening.  
  
Those last games were interspersed as ever with Bucks 
tour. For the first time in a generation, we played 4 games 
and were so surprised we ended up winning them all, even 
if we were helped by Hyde Heath, the usual strongest 
team being in a less than fit state for the rigours of a tour 
fixture. Konrad had his best day ever on the Saturday, 
getting as many catches (3) as he had in the last decade 
combined. 
 
Overall runs were spread around the team, with the 
opening partners of Tom Campbell and Brad Skelly boring 
us with some solid platforms, including against Epsom 
Methodists by blocking out the opening seam attack. It 
turned out the actual openers were late, and 16-0 off 9 in 
a 35 over game isn’t a great start when the proper bowling 
hasn’t started! 

 

 
  
There were runs also for the usual suspects including 
captain Streather, George Barton and Debarshi Roy, with 
the latter in particular looking class all year, yet not quite 
achieving the big score he deserved. Wickets chiefly went 
to Rohit Nag, Richard Kendall and Streather, with Lance 
Sapsford, Richard Down and (somehow) the Vice-Captain 
also chipping in with a few. Ed Fresson and (Soggy) Simon 
Walls had their best seasons with bat and ball, with 
Simon's superb bowling and winning runs at Hampton 
Wick a particular highlight. Newcomer Eliot Lamble looked 
class until he remembered that Herne Hill was too far 
away. Steve Kidnee made vital contributions with the bat 
and ball. Simon Eddolls remained a rock of the side, 
although did have to be constantly reminded that he was 
too injured to be as athletic a fielder as he wanted to be. 
It was also great to have some youngsters coming in and 
contributing so much to the sides, with George Walkden 
and Freddie Bender bringing a whole load of enthusiasm, 
plus a touch of class. 
  
Rohit Nag was the very deserving 4s Player of the Year. He 
won some games on his own and has carried the attack for 
years. He would have contributed far more had it not been 
for the fact that he was too good for several of our 
oppositions. He chipped in with some vital runs and led the 
fielding charts including an impressive 3 run outs, despite 
an inability to throw over arm. Most importantly he also 
gave us the highlight of the year when stopping to have a 
post-game smoke, which led to him and Debarshi Roy 
being locked in at Barn Elms for 2 hours, before they were 
able to scale a fence to safety. Rohit then had to make a 
50-mile round trip the next day to pick up his car.  
 
Another enjoyable season and most importantly another 
Fuller Cup! 
 

4th XI Player of the Season – Rohit Nag 
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4th XI Batting Averages (including Bucks Tour) 

(min. 6 games played, or 100 runs scored) 
 

Player Games Innings Not Outs Runs High Score Average 

Mark Streather 19 15 7 378 62* 47.25 

Steve Kidnee 5 5 2 121 43* 40.33 

Richard Kendall 12 9 4 137 42* 27.40 

Debarshi Roy 13 13 1 270 48 22.50 

Simon Walls 6 4 2 43 19 21.50 

Tom Campbell 16 13 1 255 59 21.25 

George Barton 10 9 0 160 44 17.78 

Brad Skelly 12 10 0 155 35 15.50 

Lance Sapsford 7 4 1 42 26* 14.00 

Simon Eddolls 11 8 2 57 32* 9.50 

Oliver Jay 6 4 1 25 22 8.33 

Mike Broughton 6 5 0 40 23 8.00 

Rohit Nag 15 10 4 45 16 7.50 

Patrick Manaton 9 8 0 54 15 6.75 

Konrad Thistlewhite-Miller 10 9 0 28 14 3.11 

Richard Down 6 3 2 2 1 2.00 

Daz Gallimore 7 7 0 12 4 1.71 

 

4th XI Bowling Averages 

(min. 6 wickets) 
 

Player Overs Maidens Runs Wickets Best Bowling Average 

Richard Down 32 4 115 12 3/30 9.58 

Ed Fresson 12 1 71 7 4/18 10.14 

Lance Sapsford 29.4 5 102 10 3/13 10.20 

Rohit Nag 98.3 20 289 26 5/18 11.12 

Mark Streather 68 7 238 18 3/4 13.22 

Simon Walls 36.3 3 110 7 2/15 15.71 

Tom Campbell 25.2 4 143 8 3/19 17.88 

Richard Kendall 95.5 15 364 20 5/33 18.20 

Steve Kidnee 32.5 2 127 6 2/17 21.17 

Elliot Lamble 38 7 130 6 3/53 21.67 

 

4th XI Team Statistics 

 

Match Type Played Won Drew Lost No Result Win % 

Friendly 15 11 0 4 0 73.33% 
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Brian Milligan 
Sunday XI Organiser 

 

 
The Sunday XI is comprised of players from across the club, 
with a rotating cast of captains throughout the season. 
 
Our opening games were against the Bank’s regular tour 
clubs of Hyde Heath and Little Missenden, resulting in a 
loss and a comprehensive victory respectively. In the latter 
victory was so quick that a 10 over game was also played, 
which again resulted in a resounding Bank win!  
 
We were unable to claim victory against Stage CC despite 
one of the great performances for the Sunday XI, as 
Stefanos Nayar’s 54 and 6-26 weren’t quite enough to 
prevent a draw. A late fixture substitute saw a very 
balanced and enjoyable game against Shepperton with 
Andrew Merriman steering us to victory. We look forward 
to welcoming them back to Oberon next year. During June, 
we saw the return of Shiraz Husain who set about 
dominating the side’s batting but even a 120 not out 
against Park Hill could not seal victory despite the best 
efforts from our bowlers. The following week at Oxshott 
saw Shiraz carry on as before with a well-crafted 115 not 
out which built our foundation for eventual victory. 
 
Also in mid-summer, a young junior called Freddie Bender 
played his first game for the Sunday XI and demonstrated 
his cricketing skills and future potential, particularly in his 
spin bowling. In subsequent games, he continued to 
contribute to the team’s performances with bat, ball and 
all-round enthusiasm. 
 
One of the season’s eagerly awaited fixtures was against 
Kensington where Max Palmer batted with a discipline and 
maturity well beyond his years. Set 210 to win, opener 
Max partnered by Anindya Ghosh-Chowdhury and later 
Tom Viegas, controlled the run-rate to secure victory with 
a magnificent 97 not out. It would have been a maiden 
century had Stef Nayar’s head not stopped a boundary! 
 

 
 
In August, we visited Abinger - surely one of the most 
picturesque village grounds in the country. The game 
demonstrated the subtle bowling techniques of Mo 
Dilshad and Richard Down who both bowled with 
combinations of flight, speed, spin and accuracy to help 
secure a resounding victory.  
 
As the summer progressed, several players departed for 
their holidays enabling us to provide a taste of adult cricket 
to more of our young promising juniors, who quickly 
demonstrated their speed and agility in the field. 
 
Towards the end of the season, Shiraz Husain scored his 
third century for the Sunday XI against Worcester Park and 
the team were just 8 runs short of victory at the close of 
play. Shiraz deservingly won the Sunday XI Player of the 
Year award with a batting average of 74. 
 
Notable highlights during the season included a 
determined 51 by Anindya Ghosh-Chowdhury against 
Christchurch, the much-improved all-round performance 
by Andrew Merriman with bat and ball and the enduring 
efforts from seam bowlers Akhilesh Sivaraman, 
Pavandeep Dhami and youngster Arin Gramopadhye. Top 
of the bowling averages was Mo Dilshad taking 29 wickets 
at an average of 17. 
 
The Sunday XI provides our Club with the opportunity for 
its members to play friendly cricket in traditional timed 
games, not only at Oberon but also at some of Surrey’s 
most picturesque grounds. In doing so, it provides a real 
choice to our playing membership who may prefer a more 
relaxed, enjoyable but still competitive game of cricket.  
 
With our range of different Match Managers on Sundays, 
it also provides the opportunity for Club members to step-
up, participate and demonstrate their captaincy and 
leadership skills. Sunday XI cricket has much to offer our 
club members of all standards and abilities. 
 

Player of the Season – Shiraz Husain 
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Sunday XI Batting Averages 

(min. 6 games played, or 100 runs scored) 
 
 

Player Games Innings Not Outs Runs High Score Average 

Debarshi Roy 3 3 2 140 73* 140.00 

Max Palmer 3 3 2 128 97* 128.00 

Shiraz Husain 9 8 2 445 120* 74.17 

Richard Kendall 6 3 1 81 41* 40.50 

Anindya Ghosh-Chowdhury 9 8 1 212 51 30.29 

Andrew Merriman 13 8 4 111 30 27.75 

Arin Gramopadhye 9 7 2 77 30 15.40 

Mohammad Dilshad 20 11 3 121 25 15.13 

Freddie Bender 10 7 1 62 31 10.33 

Peter Andrews 10 8 0 76 29 9.50 

Ak Sivaraman 7 7 1 56 20 9.33 

Pavandeep Dhami 11 8 0 63 30 7.88 

Richard Down 15 4 2 9 5 4.50 

Edward Hilton 9 4 2 5 2 2.50 

Ollie Chadwick 6 5 0 2 2 0.40 

 
 

Sunday XI Bowling Averages 

(min. 5 wickets) 
 
 

Player Overs Maidens Runs Wickets Best Bowling Average 

Stefanos Nayar 12 2 26 6 6/26 4.33 

Mohammad Dilshad 125.3 20 508 29 4/16 17.52 

Richard Down 79.5 10 357 17 4/23 21.00 

Ak Sivaraman 41 7 174 8 3/22 21.75 

Andrew Merriman 67 9 286 13 3/25 20.02 

Freddie Bender 41 1 222 6 2/41 37.00 

 
 

Sunday XI Team Statistics 

 
 

Match Type Played Won Drew Lost No Result Win % 

Friendly 20 6 4 8 2 33.33% 
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Richard Kendall 
Bank Blitz T20 XI Captain 

 

 
The Bank Blitz entered the Surrey Slam T20 competition 
for the first-time last year and acquitted ourselves well, so 
hopes were high for a repeat in 2021.  
 
Due to the success and ongoing growth of the tournament, 
the competition format had been rejigged over the winter 
into Cup (upper) and Plate (lower) competitions. The Slam 
rules are designed to allow players from different levels to 
participate, so certain restrictions exist for elite players 
even in the Cup e.g. for our 1st XI (Surrey Championship 
Division 2) players this means batting at 6 or below, or not 
bowling before the 13th over. An exemption process is in 
place however, to cater for those who might star as a 
bowler but not be quite so good with the bat etc. Given 
the new Plate competition would rule our 1st XI and 2nd XI 
players as completely ineligible, the Blitz entered the Cup 
section instead. We’d competed strongly against everyone 
last year, so surely could do the same this year…right? 
 
The early stages of the competition are regionalised to 
minimise travel, and thanks to the number of entries all 
four teams from Group F were guaranteed to qualify from 
the initial stages for the first knock out round. Of course, 
finishing first in the group would ensure a match against a 
lower ranked team from elsewhere, so it was imperative 
do well to avoid the big guns further down the line. 
 
Game 1 gave us possibly the hardest draw possible away 
against 2019 champions Nasir. They hadn’t entered last 
year because of covid, so technically were still sort of 
reigning champions. We were especially hesitant as Play 
Cricket showed they’d scored 400 in a 40 over game the 
previous weekend, but undeterred skipper Richard 
Kendall asked them to bat first on a wet pudding of a 
wicket. We did extremely well to limit the score to 155/6, 
but in response some early over excitement led to no less 
than four Bank batters being run out. We came up well 
short with 114 all out, but there were plenty of positives 
to take and it was still early days…  
 
Game 2 at home vs Merton saw availability hit by several 
last-minute dropouts, and we were fortunate to put out a 
full side. Richard Kendall (3-16) and Andrew Merriman (3-

19) helped to limit the opposition score to 147-8, which 
seemed perfectly chaseable. Alas the batting again 
crumbled to 94/9, with Aaron Crane’s beefy 26 the only 
significant contribution. 
 

 
 
Game 3 away at Old Emanuel was rescheduled twice due 
to “waterlogged pitches”, which meant the skipper was 
unable to play due to a prior engagement. Mark Streather 
took the reins….and instantly regretted it as the opposition 
smashed 199/8, with the only notable Bank highlight being 
a remarkable five catches from Andrew Merriman. Max 
Palmer top scored with 38, but the chase was always likely 
to be too much, and we finished a distant second place 
with 124/6. 
 
Due to the competition set up we were due to play a 
return match against Nasir as our most “local” team, but 
perhaps due to already being guaranteed to finish bottom 
it proved tricky to field a team. The game was eventually 
forfeited, with most of the squad presumably busy 
mentally preparing for the knockout stages. 
 
We had finished bottom of the group, so were drawn away 
against Spencer, who had topped theirs. This felt like a big 
ask given their pedigree as a club, but undeterred we 
rocked up on a fine summer's evening wanting to follow in 
the 1st XI’s footsteps with a giant killing. Streather was so 
excited by the possibility he even graced us with his 
presence a whole four minutes before kick-off. 
 
Alas the excitement soon ended as the skipper’s second 
ball was whacked for a huge 6, and Spencer quickly racked 
up an imposing 208/2. Spirits remained high however as in 
times like those one must search for the positives – namely 
that we were only hit onto the hockey astro twice.  
 
In the chase we came up well short with 123/6, but Aaron 
Crane did smash a brutal 50 off just 17 balls, including six 
maximums. Several roof tiles were damaged on 
neighbouring houses, but sadly the competition organisers 
felt like the opposition’s greater volume of runs was more 
worthy of qualification to the next round. Robbed. 
 
Despite limited success on the field much fun was had by 
all, and hopefully we shall return to winning ways in 2022. 
Thanks to Peter Andrews for umpiring and Robert Waller 
for scoring, which also meant we had at least two 
supporters at every game.  
 

Bank Blitz Player of the Season – Andrew Merriman 

https://www.surreyslam.co.uk/
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Bank Blitz T20 XI Batting Averages 

(min. 3 games played, or 50 runs scored) 
 

Player Games Innings Not Outs Runs High Score Average 

Aaron Crane 3 3 1 77 50* 38.50 

Richard Kendall 3 2 1 17 17* 17.00 

Max Palmer 4 4 0 46 38 11.50 

Andrew Merriman 4 2 1 11 9 11.00 

Anindya Ghosh-Chowdhury 3 3 0 30 15 10.00 

Mark Streather 3 2 1 9 5 9.00 

Joe McCarthy 3 3 0 19 9 6.33 

 

Bank Blitz T20 XI Bowling Averages 

(min. 3 wickets) 
 

Player Overs Maidens Runs Wickets Best Bowling Average 

Richard Kendall 12 0 67 6 3/16 11.17 

Andrew Merriman 16 1 116 6 3/19 19.33 

 

Bank Blitz T20 XI Team Statistics 

 

Match Type Played Won Drew Lost No Result Win % 

Cup 4 0 N/A 4 0 0% 

 
 
 

 
 

  

https://www.gray-nicolls.co.uk/collections/bank-of-england-cc?ref=13210
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John Jackson 
Midweek XI Captain 

 

 
The Midweek XI season consists of friendlies played 
against a variety of opposition, encompassing both 
afternoon and T20 matches. For some matches we try to 
include as many current Bank staff members as possible, 
depending on the opposition. The Civil Service Superstars 
for example wouldn’t be overly pleased if we rocked up 
with most of the 1st XI bouncing them out. 
 
The fixture list was a little different this year partly due to 
the vagaries of covid, and partly to try and maximise the 
amount of cricket available after the shortened 2020 
season. Sadly, the usual highlight of the season, the four 
team Public Services T20 tournament, again had to be 
cancelled because of covid. We hope to resume next year. 
 
The season started with an early T20 against Kingstonian, 
played partly as a test event for the newly re-laid Oberon 
pitch. Richard Kendall took 3-22 in helping to keep the 
opposition to 143-7, but their bowling turned out to be far 
too strong, with Kendall’s 40 not out the only real 
resistance in our 106/9. 
 
In the next T20 fixture away at Roehampton, we were 
graced by the presence of 1st XI captain Kit Winder, who 
biffed a quick 50 not out in our score of 145/8. A super 
team bowling and fielding performance helped to limit 
Roehampton to 110/8 in response, giving us our first 
victory of the season. 
 
As we moved into June we took on one of our more regular 
oppositions, the Civil Service Superstars, in an afternoon 
game. The Bank side featured eight current staff members, 
and two of those contributed heavily with the bat in our 
imposing total of 202/4. Matt Naylor moved serenely to an 
unbeaten ton, whilst Anindya Ghosh Chowdhury was 
imperious with 65 not out. The Superstars were only able 
to muster 135 in response, with Saugata Sen’s 2-6 from 5 
overs the pick of the bowling figures. 
 
The Kent Tour was sadly a complete washout due to rain, 
but in July we travelled to nearby Putney for an afternoon 
game as part of their 150th Anniversary Cricket Week. On 
a tricky pitch against some fine bowling, we were indebted 
to Andrew Merriman’s 27 not out, plus Peter Andrew’s 

lengthy vigil at the crease, for enabling us to crawl to 131/9 
declared. All appeared lost at 67-3 with plenty of overs to 
come, especially when Peter Andrews was forced off after 
an unexpected bounce saw a ball smashing into his 
spectacles whilst fielding. Luckily no lasting damage was 
done, but fortunately 2nd XI skipper Aaron Crane just 
happened to be passing the ground on his way home from 
work, so was pressed into action as an emergency 
substitute fielder. It was then that Richard Down started 
to weave his magic, with a fine spell of bowling resulting in 
a magnificent 5-16. Putney were reduced to 120 all out, 
leaving the Bank unlikely winners by just 11 runs. 
 

 
 
The Mandarins fixture was cancelled at late notice when 
they were unable to field a side, but we were delighted to 
welcome our old friends from HMT soon afterwards. 
Young Freddie Bender took 3/35 to restrict them to 131 all 
out in an afternoon game, before a Bank innings that see-
sawed one way and then the other. Struggling at 5/3, John 
Jackson (41) and Andrew Merriman (24) seemed to have 
moved us into a strong position. Alas when that 
partnership was broken, we proceeded to lose our last 6 
wickets for just 5 runs, bowled out for a depressing 94. 
 
In August a new T20 fixture vs the office of No 10 Downing 
Street was arranged, although at late notice we had to 
provide several players to help make the opposition make 
up a side. Surely a visit to Oberon should have been higher 
on Boris’ agenda? No 10 batted first and borrowed our 
own Matt Naylor, who cracked a fine 57 not out in a score 
of 110/6. The Bank scored a rapid 111/2 in response, with 
both Tom Viegas and Olly Massey playing well, despite the 
best efforts of our own Freddie Bender, Francis Jeffries & 
Mark Streather with the ball for the opposition. 
 
There were many great contributors to a very enjoyable 
season, but player of the season goes to Richard Kendall, 
who contributed with both bat and ball, as well as 
captaining the side on several occasions. 
 

Midweek XI Player of the Season – Richard Kendall 
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Midweek XI Batting Averages (including Kent Tour) 

(min. 3 games played, or 50 runs scored) 
 

Player Games Innings Not Outs Runs High Score Average 

Shiraz Husain 2 2 0 108 100 54.00 

Richard Kendall 6 5 2 108 51* 36.00 

Anindya Ghosh-Chowdhury 4 4 1 97 65* 32.33 

Andrew Merriman 7 5 3 64 27* 32.00 

Henry Peirse 2 2 0 51 45 25.50 

Peter Andrews 4 4 0 24 16 6.00 

Jeff Brown 4 4 0 21 9 5.25 

Max Palmer 3 3 0 14 10 4.67 

Richard Down 6 3 3 2 2 - 

Mohammad Dilshad 3 0 0 0 - - 

 

Midweek XI Bowling Averages 

(min. 3 wickets) 
 

Player Overs Maidens Runs Wickets Best Bowling Average 

Richard Down 24.5 1 173 12 5/16 14.42 

Richard Kendall 28 1 147 9 3/22 16.33 

Freddie Bender 11 0 74 4 3/35 18.50 

Neeraj Nayar 11.3 1 82 4 2/24 20.50 

 

Midweek XI Team Statistics 

 

Match Type Played Won Drew Lost No Result Win % 

Friendly 7 4 0 3 0 57.14% 

 
 

 

https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/bankofenglandcc/
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U14s 
 
After not having had any cricket in 2020 it was always 
going to be a challenge this year.  The U12 side in 2019 was 
developing well and been close to winning Division 2. 
Unfortunately, we lost the majority of those players 
through 2020 and found we had far fewer U14 players this 
season; which meant a large number of U13 players being 
asked to step up a level.  
 
2021 was the season that never really started for the U14s. 
We had 10 league games but only 5 were actually played, 
with 5 either conceded or cancelled due to bad weather. 
We also had to concede our cup match.  
 
We finished 4th and were unlucky that the games we did 
play were against the top sides whilst the 4 games against 
Wellington and Spencer who finished below us were either 
postponed due to weather or conceded.  
 
We lost both our games against Wimbledon who finished 
2nd. Our best performances were reserved for 
Addiscombe who won the Division comfortably. In the 
home game we put in a good performance but their 
batting was too powerful for us to contain. In the away 
game we set a competitive score of 130 and whilst 
Addiscombe were confident of chasing this, we put in an 
excellent bowling and fielding performance to inflict their 
only defeat of the season. This showed some of the 
improvements being made as the season progressed, 
which bodes well for next year. 
 
Whilst there were fewer matches, the respective players 
are still very deserving of the season’s awards. The first for 
someone who played consistently well for the U14s as well 
as representing the senior section on many occasions was 
Freddie Bender.  
 
The second award went to someone who supported the 
club in any way he was asked playing between the U13s 
and U14s willingly and not worrying where he batted or 
bowled - Oliver Chadwick.   
 

U14 Player of the Season – Freddie Bender 

U14 Club Person of the Season – Oliver Chadwick 

 
 

U13s 
 
As with most teams and clubs, it was difficult to predict 
how the 2021 season would develop as we eased out of 
the pandemic, but the prime focus was to get as many of 
our squad as possible playing matches again. Based on 
individual availability, we believe we managed to do that 
and hopefully it helped to make things feel a bit normal 
again.  
 
With reduced numbers in older age groups, the under 13 
team was made up primarily of under 12 boys. The team 
were knocked out of the cup in the first round by a strong 
Teddington team, but themes that started in that match 
and continued throughout the season were that the team 
was exceptionally brave when facing tough opposition, 
were rarely bowled out, managing to occupy the crease for 
long periods, competed in every game right to the end, 
never let their chins drop and played with a great spirit. 
Unfortunately, we never managed to score enough runs to 
defend or chase down a score, but the groundwork was 
laid for future success. 
 
While we lost all league matches played and finished 7th 
out of 8 if the league, as the season progressed, the 
matches were closer and particularly close matches were 
played against a strong Richmond under 14 girls’ team and 
our last match played against Ewell. In the former, the 
opposition were 26/7, including a hattrick by Aryaman 
Jethu before some late runs gave them a defendable total 
that we narrowly missed chasing down. Batting first 
against Ewell, Francis scored 20, our season’s highest 
individual score, but Ewell passed our score in their second 
last over. 
 
A very big thank you to all the boys and parents for making 
it a most enjoyable season, irrespective of the results. 
Their standard of play improved throughout the season 
and their attitude was exemplary, each boy doing his best 
in whatever was asked of him, whether for this team or 
when asked to play up in the under 14s. We hope to see 
as many return as possible where the large number of 
under 12s will be able to play against teams of their own 
age and no doubt prove to be even more competitive after 
a season that they all learnt and developed a lot during it. 
 

U13 Player of the Season – Francis Jeffries 

U13 Club Person of the Season – Oliver Chadwick 

 

 

https://surreyjuniorchampionship.play-cricket.com/home
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U11s 
 
The U11 season kicked off with a tough match against a 
strong Richmond U12 Girls team which was a real wake up 
call. We lost by 88 runs which was a significant defeat in 
pairs cricket. It was clear we had some work to do in our 
training sessions as well as needing to bolster our squad so 
we had more strength in depth. 
 
Our losing streak continued for the first 5 games. Although 
we hadn’t won a game at the half-way stage of the season, 
the margin of defeat was narrowing and the attitude and 
enthusiasm of all the players remained excellent. We had 
developed a really good team spirit and availability on 
matchdays was no longer an issue. It was also clear the 
Friday night training sessions and mid-week nets were 
paying off as the standard of cricket was improving with 
each match. 
 
In our 6th game against Thames Ditton we recorded our 
first win of the season and the team were ecstatic, winning 
a hard-fought contest by 22 runs. This was the turning 
point in what turned out to be a very successful second 
half of the season where we won 4 out of the last 5 games, 
including very good wins against Richmond (by 55 runs) 
and Malden (by 27 runs) as well as completing “the 
double” over Thames Ditton!  
 
The fielding (catching, ground fielding, run outs) improved 
with every match and the boys had clearly learnt to put 
real value on their wicket. During the first half of the 
season we lost 11 wickets each game on average, 
compared to only 6 in the second half of the season. As we 
were playing pairs cricket, this was a key factor in 
converting decent performances into victories and will 
stand the team in good steed for next season when the 
format changes to “when you are out you are out”! 
 
It was particularly pleasing to receive comments from the 
likes of the Richmond and Old Ruts managers saying what 
an improvement they had seen in our team between our 
first match against them and our second. It is also worth 
noting that we had a number of U10s playing a year up in 
the U11s this season and they more than held their own. 

 
Overall, this was certainly a season of two halves but due 
to several really strong performances in the latter part of 
the season we finished a very respectable 4th in our 
league. There were too many individual performances to 
mention but everyone in the squad contributed at 
difference stages of the season, a real team effort. Well 
done everyone, very much looking forward to the 2022 
season, bring it on! 
 

U11 Player of the Season – Samuel Chadwick 

U11 Club Persons of the Season – Will Boon / James 
Lawrence 

 
U9s 
 
The U9 cohort in the Colts holds much promise for the 
years ahead. With 20+ boys in the group, there is real 
strength and depth in the squad. The large number of boys 
did mean, however, that we took a ‘mixed ability’ 
approach to team selection which did contribute to a 
relatively slow start on the field of play.  
 
Our first game away at East Molesey saw the team go 
down to a heavy defeat but the boys’ enthusiasm was 
undimmed, and the next games (against Wimbledon and 
Whitely Village) saw the margin of defeat narrow to the 
single digits. By the time it came to losses at the hands of 
Thames Ditton and Old Wimbledonians, it was beginning 
to feel a touch unfair, but the boys’ spirit and 
determination was undimmed.  
 
This was finally rewarded with a fantastic win away to 
Teddington. We all know it is not winning but the taking 
part that counts, but this felt like a just reward for squad 
who had given it all through the season. The final game 
saw another loss at the hands of a strong Richmond side, 
but by this point the team and squad had that all 
important element: belief.  
 
In many regards this is reflected in the team’s league 
position. Coming 4th out of 8 speaks to the large haul of 
bonus points secured by the team which highlights that 
although the headline results didn’t always go our way, 
there was some fantastic cricket being played.  
 
Player of the Season for the U9s went to Oliver Preston 
who was consistently excellent with bat and ball while 
Clubman of the year went to Oliver Boon. It is important 
to say, though, that any of the boys could have taken these 
prizes, such was the commitment across the squad. 
 

U9 Player of the Season – Oliver Preston 

U9 Club Person of the Season – Oliver Boon 
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Bank of England Cricket Club Presidents 

2020 - Current Peter Oliver 

2016 - 2019 Vacant 

2009 - 2015 Barry Hoffmann 

 
Sunday 1st August 2021 
 
Our annual President's Day was held once again at Oberon 
with more than 75 people attending. The weather gods 
were kind to us and all those who attended were treated 
to three T20 games, a BBQ, volleyball, boule, plus chipping 
and putting competitions arranged by our sponsors 
Wimbledon Common Golf Club. 
 
First Ever Parents / Coaches XI vs Junior XI 
 
The juniors batted first and there was some great shot 
making on display from several of the youngsters, despite 
the best efforts of some of the parents with the ball. 
Highlights included Katherine Galliano and Sarah Bender’s 
first ever matches - who knows, maybe it's the beginning 
of a women's team...? 
 
The runs column totalled 117-9, which looked a stiff target 
despite the best efforts of Andy Hacking (26 retired out). 
It wasn't long before some began to grumble that perhaps 
the juniors had been coached a little too well, as wickets 
tumbled amidst some accurate bowling. 8 runs were 
required from the final over with two wickets remaining, 
with former colts Richard Kendall & Andrew Merriman 
pitching in for the Parents / Coaches. Despite a gallant 
fielding effort from the youngsters, a well-run 3 from the 
last ball was enough to secure victory for the old people. 
 

 
 
Hoffmann Cup - 4th XI vs Veterans XI 
 
The Veterans batted first with some returning superstars 
at the fore - former Chairman Jeff Smeeton smashed 
several 6s in a brutal 63, whilst former 2nd XI captain Mark 

Flack scored a classy 23 before being caught unexpectedly 
by Patrick Manaton. There were several comical missed 
run outs as the 4s fielding fell apart, with the Veterans 
finishing on a respectable 129-7. 
 
The 4s chase immediately faltered losing several early 
wickets to some wily bowling from John Hodges, Steve 
Pearce & Mo Dilshad. George Barton's 23 briefly 
threatened a comeback, but with 3 overs to go the 4s were 
88-8 and on course to lose the Hoffmann Cup comfortably. 
Three consecutive 6s from Richard Kendall turned the tide 
however, as 42 required from 3 overs became 8 needed 
from the last over. Some scampering from Kendall and 
Tom Campbell saw the 4s home with two balls to spare, 
for the unlikeliest of victories. 
 

Club President Peter Oliver (see here for more info) 
 

 
 
Presidents Cup – President’s XI vs Club XI 
 
A tweak in format meant that the President's XI was now 
represented by past / present committee and other 
longstanding members, with the Club XI represented by 
other players from across our various teams. 
 
The President's XI featured all four Saturday captains, so 
skipper for the day Andrew Merriman certainly wasn't 
short of advice. 1st XI captain Kit Winder removed Club XI 
skipper Yogi Patel early, but some destructive hitting from 
George Wayman looked likely to swing the game 
decisively, until an ill-advised attempt at a reverse sweep. 
Owen Thornbury's assured 53 not out meant that the runs 
continued to pile up, with the Club XI finishing on 129-8. 
 
George Hallas' 3-9 ripped apart the top of the President's 
XI batting order, which included two fine slip catches from 
Rory Sale. Young Freddie Bender caused carnage with 
extreme turn both ways, as the run rate continued to climb 
with wickets regularly falling. Chairman Peter Andrews 
valiantly top scored with 17 not out in an effort to defend 
the President's honour, but alas it wasn't to be, with the 
score finishing on 93-8. A well-deserved victory for the 
Club XI. 

 
 
  

https://www.boecc.co.uk/a/player--team-awards-61226.html?page=14
https://www.boecc.co.uk/a/about-us-61320.html?page=5
https://www.boecc.co.uk/a/player--team-awards-61226.html?page=13
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The annual Bucks tour over the August Bank Holiday has 
been running since 1986. The 2021 edition saw 26 people 
featuring across the trip, which for various reasons was a 
special edition with both and extra night and match. 
 
Friday 27th August (Golf) 
 
Tour began with breakfast at our accommodation in 
Amersham, with Simon Eddolls dishing out this year’s tour 
veg (pepper), with stern 50p fines in place for anyone 
foolish enough to misplace it. 
 
Tour bandit Simon (38 points) then once again emerged 
victorious in the golf contest at Wycombe Heights, just a 
point ahead of George Barton (37 points) in second. 
George had to settle for winning the nearest to pin 
contest, whilst Richard Kendall's 4 iron was enough to win 
the longest drive challenge thanks to some misdirected 
shots elsewhere. A tour of Amersham's finest 
establishments in the evening helped to ascertain tactics 
for the rest of the trip. 
 
Saturday 28th August vs Hyde Heath 
 
Unusually we visited our longstanding friends at Hyde 
Heath on a Saturday (rather than the normal Sunday), in a 
bid to win back the Brian Hartley trophy. There was a 
minor panic after some miscommunication around the 
start time, but once play began captain Richard Kendall's 
5-33 helped to limit the Hyde Heath score to 120. The 
fielding was electric as Mark Streather took a one handed 
worldie, whilst Konrad Thistlewhite-Miller also doubled his 
lifetime tally of catches with 3 in the match, clearly 
inspired by a cultured morning at the Beaconsfield model 
village. Steve Kidnee's 33 was the highest score in the 
chase, as the Bank comfortably won by 4 wickets. 
 
A post-match BBQ helped to prepare us for the evening's 
activities, which eventually ended with an impromptu 
gymnastics competition that fortunately resulted in no 
injuries, leaving a fully fit but tired squad for the next day. 
 
Sunday 29th August vs West Wycombe 
 
Sunday began with a return to our old stomping ground of 
the George & Dragon in West Wycombe. Prices seem to 
have increased since we were last there in 2015, with 
Richard Down finding out that £4 now only purchases 
three lettuce leaves. On the pitch Alex Beighton's 4-4 
demolished the West Wycombe batting as they collapsed 
to 101 all out, with Cameron Lindsey's faceplant in the field 
amongst the other highlights. Stats fans should note that 
skipper Tom Campbell deemed Mark Streather to be "too 
tired" after a one over spell, ending his participation in the 
game. The Bank finished comfortable 5 wicket winners 
after 38 from Anindya Ghosh Chowdhury and a personal 
best 36 not out for Andrew Merriman. 
 

The traditional Sunday fancy dress theme this year was 
"pub names" (see picture). There were both good and bad 
efforts, with Brad Skelly's "The Bunch of Grapes" winning 
the best dressed prize. It was just a shame that the 
significant number of balloons restricted his vision, 
causing a spectacular tumble over a stray flowerpot. 
 

 
 
Monday 31st August vs Little Missenden 
 
Skipper Andrew Merriman led the team as Little 
Missenden could only muster 128/7 declared, with the 
captain's 3-8 the pick of the bowlers. Brad Skelly and Mark 
Streather both earned awards in the competition for worst 
throws of all time, before Steve Kidnee (43 not out) and 
George Barton (38) helped to bring victory by 5 wickets. 
 
A successful evening trip for a curry was suitable 
preparation for the 5th Annual Olympics. For the first time 
ever the result was a whitewash, with Team Jed defeating 
Team Konrad in a variety of competitions. Konrad joins 
previously defeated Olympic captains Mike Broughton, 
Patrick Manaton, Mark Streather & Oliver Jay in 
bemoaning that every event is rigged. 
 
Tuesday 1st September vs Ley Hill 
 
Tuesday kicked off with an emotional goodbye to the 
Saracen's Head, before a wild goose chase to four different 
locations in a bid to find some lunchtime food. 
Competition for places was still fierce, with Peter Andrews 
narrowly losing a one ball leg spin contest to Andrew 
Merriman resulting in the latter's selection. Shiraz Husain 
(91) and Debarshi Roy (40) batted superbly to set up a 
total, but it was unusual fireworks from captain Mark 
Streather (45 off 31 balls) that will live long in the memory. 
 
The Bank’s score of 225/7 declared looked to be well out 
of reach with Ley Hill at 40/7, after Neeraj's Nayar's 3-17 
took out the top order. Some big late order hitting turned 
the match on its head however, before Stefanos Nayar 
stepped up to bowl the final batsmen with just 15 balls to 
spare to secure victory by 42 runs.  Four wins from four!
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The annual Kent tour has been ongoing since 1923 
(excluding the war years) and includes the club’s oldest 
fixture – Marden, played since 1935. 
 
Monday 21st June vs Marden 
 
It became clear early on that the fixture would be a wash 
out thanks to a Kent-wide monsoon, but Marden hosted 
the usual lunch, with several opponents dating back to the 
1980s turning up to toast us in port. Afterwards there was 
a bowl out in their nets, in the rain, with both cheering and 
derision from the large crowd on the pavilion roof. With 
low visibility and a soapy ball, Saugata Sen scored the only 
hit on either side, so we achieved a 100%-win record on 
tour with a 1-0 to the Arsenal. On this evidence, Marden’s 
bowling would not have been as strong as in recent years, 
but helmets for the beamers would be wise. 
 

 
 
Afterwards a trip to Rye for a stroll round that historic 
town, “where the bread came from” as one of our number 
suggested. Top quality ice cream and hot chocolate barely 
dampened our appetites for the traditional visit to the 
Marden Tandoori. The food was mixed this year (Mr 
Crane’s e-mail review will not be reprinted in the Michelin 
guide). Richard Down’s dinner came with unexpected rice, 
leading to a surplus which some say is still unfinished. 
 

 
 

 
 
Tuesday 22nd June vs Leeds & Broomfield 
 
Another early weather abandonment gave us time for a 
trip to the Salix bat factory and a tour of Leeds Castle. The 
tour organiser is under pressure to ensure that next year’s 
tour dates allow the 1-year tickets to be reused. The Prince 
of Kent at Hawkhurst, next to our pub/hotel, substantially 
outperformed the Marden Tandoori. England also 
outperformed the Czech Republic, and Scotland. 
 
Wednesday 23rd June vs Sevenoaks & District-
Wednesday 
 
The monsoon continued, so another cancelled fixture. 
Return trip to the bat factory to pick up some free sawdust 
for Oberon and BESC in case the bad weather extended to 
home turf. Sadly, we departed having failed to play any 
cricket on tour for the first time in recent memory. 
 
Wednesday 8th September vs Marden (rescheduled) 
 
Fortunately, we were able to reschedule the Marden 
fixture for September, which took place in glorious 
sunshine reflected off a merciless wicket. We raced to 
250/6 declared, with a smooth century from Shiraz Husain, 
a classy 40 from Henry Peirse and a violent 50 from Richard 
Kendall. Delaying the declaration to allow the latter 
landmark caused some fretting by some locals, who felt 37 
overs would be insufficient to chase the target. In fact, 
they had 10 overs to spare; their captain scored his usual 
century against us, while a youth who had fielded and 
bowled with little trace of athleticism hit the ball even 
harder.  Richard Down took two wickets and was unluckily 
denied a third when Andrew Merriman took one of his 
trademark catches at cow corner but nobly admitted that 
he had done so behind the ropes. 
 
Roll on a sunnier 2022! 
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Throughout the year we held several fun events and 
competitions for both club members and their friends. 
This helps to provide some entertainment, as well as 
raising a small amount towards club funds. 
 

 
 
Annual Golf Day 
 
After the success of the day’s reintroduction in 2020, 
Richmond Park was again selected as the host venue. 11 
golfers took the Dukes course, which is the longer and in 
theory “harder” of the two Richmond Park courses. 
 
In the individual stableford competition Charlotte Kendall 
(35 points off 16) was victorious, keeping the winner’s title 
in the illustrious family name. Jon San Jose (33 points off 
20) and Oliver Jay (32 points off 28) led the chasing pack.   
 
In the team competition (best two stableford scores on 
every hole from each group) a hard-fought contest was 
won by Oliver Jay, Andrew Merriman & Jake Connaris with 
a combined 67 points. Aaron Crane, Jon San Jose & Charlie 
Williams finished in second place, just a single point 
behind. 
 
Additional awards were also won by George Barton 
(Nearest to Pin), Jake Connaris (Longest Drive), Jon San 
Jose (Best Front 9) & Oliver Jay (Best Back 9). 
 
A big thank you to our club sponsors at Wimbledon 
Common Golf Club, who generously provided several 
prizes for the day. 
 

 

Fantasy Cricket Competition 
 
The competition was based upon participants picking 
fantasy teams from BOECC players from across the club. 
Points were awarded based upon performances on 
Saturdays during the league season, with the big question 
being whether to pick your mates…or not?! 
 
The 2021 version was entered by 26 individuals and a 
variety of different entrants won monthly prizes. In the 
overall contest Aaron Crane (5319 points) finished top to 
claim the £100 winner’s prize. Andrew Merriman (5238 
points) claimed the £50 runner up prize, with Richard 
Kendall (5225 points) narrowly just behind in third. 
 
Grand National Sweepstake 
 
A random online generator assigned horses to 21 different 
individuals for the 2021 contest. The race was exciting as 
always, with Richard Kendall (Minella Times) fortunate 
enough to be given the winner and claim the £100 prize. 
Peter Andrews (Balko De Flos) won the £30 second-place 
prize with Max Palmer (Any Second Now) winning the £20 
third place award. 

 
Fantasy Football Competition 
 
The competition was based upon participants picking 
fantasy teams from any players in the Premier League. 
Points are awarded based upon things like goals scored, 
assists, or clean sheets in defence.  
 
The 2020 / 2021 version was entered by 17 individuals and 
a variety of different entrants won monthly prizes. Max 
Dawe (2345 points) finished top to claim the £50 winner’s 
prize. Kit Winder (2333 points) claimed the £25 runner up 
prize, with long-time leader Ed Jones (2320) eventually 
falling away to finish third. 
 
T20 World Cup Sweepstake 
 
A random online generator assigned teams to 8 different 
individuals for the 2021 contest. Some team trading meant 
that underdogs Australia were victorious, earning Aaron 
Crane £40. Peter Oliver (New Zealand) won £10 with 
second place, whilst Saugata Sen also won £10 for team 
lowest score thanks to Netherland’s paltry effort of just 44 
against Sri Lanka.  
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Richard Kendall, Andrew Merriman & Peter Andrews during pre-season putting together the new Oberon sightscreens. 

 
Oberon looking glorious during the first Sunday XI fixture of the year vs Hyde Heath. 

 
 The 1st XI celebrate a historic victory against Wimbledon in the Surrey Championship T20 Cup cheered on by club supporters. 
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Peter Oliver presents the President’s Cup to winning Club XI captain Yogi Patel / Post match socialising at BOECC vs Kensington, 
featuring Neeraj Nayar, Tom Viegas, Richard Down, Andy Stokes, Mo Dilshad. 

 
1st XI opening bowlers Kit Winder and Paul Metcalfe tend to the Oberon pitch / Ed Jones celebrates a ton. 

 
Aaron Crane, Saugata Sen & Julian Reynolds at the club end of season dinner / The only cricket tea we were able to provide all year. 
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https://ajfordham.com/

