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Well, so we never really wanted to win the FA Cup 
anyway! Ok, perhaps we know we never will, but 
decent FA Cup runs generate a lot of interest & income 

at any club, but sadly, our interest in the FA Cup is 
over now for another year. Frome away was always 

going to be hard – we could have had a much kinder 
draw – but once the draw is made, you just get on 

with it. Sadly, we lost just 1-0, a narrow loss, but, still a defeat. Hard luck boys!        

 
THE BANK HOLIDAY WEEKEND saw us suffer in the worst possible way: a 6-0 

home drubbing by PLYMOUTH PARKWAY & then a 2-0 defeat at The Creek against 
old rivals BRISTOL MANOR FARM.  I don’t know what I can possibly say about the 
Parkway result, other than that you knew this would easily be our hardest match 

so far. Parkway are another Truro, to some extent & you might recall the way 
they shot up through the leagues about 10 or 12 years, with a team full of higher-

level experienced players & strong financial backing and I, for one, get the feeling 
that Parkway are similar to Truro in that respect. 
 

When you get tanked like that at home, it is hard to know what to say sometimes, 
apart from taking it on the chin, learning from it & then moving on, but I also like 

to see what the opposition have to say as well.  The Parkway website match 
report concluded with this: 
 

“An emphatic performance by Parkway, who dominated the game, creating 
numerous chances, looking creative in midfield & solid in defence with the whole 

squad contributing to the first win at this level with some showing their versatility 
by playing in unfamiliar positions. The quality of delivery of their set pieces was 
much improved from previous games. Mangotsfield competed well throughout, 

but they were unable to match the quality or intensity of Parkway on the day.” 
 

Does anyone disagree with that? Our lads will run their socks off for the cause, 
manager RAY JOHNSTON & No 2 TERRY MOORE give their all too & our young 

team is gaining experience all the time, but we are where we are in the league 
table & it is not rocket science to work out why, because we ALL know it. The one 

thing our squad could do with to assist them is a word I have used 

in this paragraph already. It begins with E and ends in E.  
 

AS FOR THE BRISTOL MANOR FARM GAME, I’ll change hats for that 
one & talk more about it on the “Dave’s Diary” page instead, but I 
have to admit, to watch a game where the home side were in blue 

shirts and yellow shorts, and we were in our away strip of yellow shirts and blue 
shorts was utterly ridiculous. Talk about confusing on the eye!  I don’t know 

how this was allowed to happen & where was Farm’s regular red and white home 
strip?  Still in the wash from Saturday? 
 

Ok, just remember the cry: COME ON THE FIELD!  Editor    FIELD REVIEW - 2 



 

THE MANAGER’S VIEW 
 

I would like to welcome all of our fans to Cossham 
Street this afternoon, and also extend my 

welcome to Phil Bater and his lads from Larkhall. 
 
We have had a mixed bag of performances since 

our last home win. The Bank Holiday did not start 
very well for us with our defeat against Plymouth 

Parkway, but every now and then, we have to 
learn the hard way, the lads have a steep learning 
curve ahead of them, but we hope we can bring 

in a couple of different faces to fill in a couple 
areas where we need to improve and give 

guidance to some of our youngsters. 
 

When we played on the Monday at “The Creek” we let ourselves down with a 

disappointing five-minute spell which cost us the game, which was a crying shame, 
as we corrected the things that I had asked the lads to put right from our 

performance against Plymouth, but, despite the lads putting in a tremendous 
effort we let our guard down for a few minutes. We played well in the first half, 
and we finished the game well and the bit in the middle, we were quite equal, but 

a lack of experience and game management cost us the match. Bristol Manor Farm 
knew how to influence decisions, but this is one of several areas where we need 

to evolve and with more match time, we will get better. 
 
Last week in the FA Cup, we showed that we are learning and that we are capable 

of competing against clubs at our level. It is disappointing to have been knocked 
out of the FA Cup, but the players attitudes today showed the character that I 

expect from them. There are things that we need to improve on, but once again, 
we didn’t appear to get the decisions from certain areas, that on another day, 
would go your way. I was really proud of the ways the boys played and (Frome 

manager) Danny Greaves will certainly not be happy with the way that we dealt 
with them, and he was pretty anxious towards the end of the game.  

 
I understand that some fans are getting anxious about our lack of goals, but I 
have to “shore up” our defence first & believe that whilst we aren’t scoring, we 

are creating chances, so I’m not overly worried at the moment; as we start making 
a few changes, we will create more & more opportunities, & once we get our runs 

timed with the balls going in & around the box, the goals will start to come. 
 

On the player front, Joe Beardwell’s injury sustained at the weekend does not 
appear to be as bad as first thought and hopefully he will only be out for three or 
four weeks with his badly bruised knee; George Neill is currently undergoing 

medical examinations with regards his groin injury and Mircea Ilea will be able to 
rest today as he serves a one match ban for his, 2nd yellow, red card at Manor 

Farm. 
 
Hope to see you in the bar after the match 
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DAVE’S DIARY 
 

GOOD AFTERNOON EVERYONE AND WELCOME TO 

COSSHAM STREET for today’s home game against our 
old friends from LARKHALL ATHLETIC, whose team & 
club officials always contain a fair sprinkling of ex-

Mangos. Welcome back to you all! Thank you all for 
your attendance today and for reading this programme 

on-line! Our FA Cup dreams are over for another year, 
so we can now concentrate on Southern League action, 
as we strive to pick up our first league points of the 

season, so please give our youngsters all your support 
this afternoon. Come on you Mangos!! 

 
LAST WEEK’S FA CUP TRIP TO FROME looked daunting 
enough on paper as it was – the hosts would have been 

the bookies’ favourites anyway, just by glancing at the league table, but to go 
there and just lose by a single goal was both commendable & frustrating at the 

same time – commendable, because neutrals would see that as a very close game 
and a battling performance by the unfavoured visitors, and frustrating, because 
– regardless of what the league table says – when you are just 1-0 down, you 

are still in the game, right to the final whistle.  Just one slip by a home player & 
we could be back in the game in seconds.  I’m sure we have all seen games here 

at Cossham Street in the past, that we have dominated the proceedings for much 
of the game, only to concede a late leveller & end up drawing 1-1! It is football, 
I guess, but it’s so frustrating 

because, from our point of view, 
it is a very narrow defeat. 

 
I’VE ATTACHED THE MATCH 
REPORT FROM THE NON-LEAGUE 

PAPER, just for our own interest, 
just so we can see how others 

view our games.  It’s about the 
only way you will see a match 

report in print these days.  The 
Bristol Post coverage of local non-
league football is NOTHING like it 

used to be years ago, and ditto 
the Sunday Independent, 

perhaps even more so than the 
Post!  Both papers have had to 
streamline their editions over the 

past couple of years & the days 
when you had proper match 

reports of many Southern & 
Toolstation League matches are 
long gone now.    

 
Anyway, it’s done & dusted now, so good luck to Frome in the next round against 

Oxford City. Might be us this time next season!  FIELD REVIEW - 4  



 

DEFEAT TWO WEEKS AGO AT BRISTOL MANOR FARM was disappointing of 
course, as well as the fact we lost to our nearest & dearest rivals.  Bouncing back 

from the Plymouth Parkway defeat was challenging enough in itself, but I guess 
if you are going to try & make amends, a local derby 2 days later is a good enough 

test. I thought we started very well at The Creek, forcing a couple of early 
corners, but back came the Farm and although they had the better of the play 
afterwards, we still kept them out for around an hour.  Then, as you know, a 4-

minute spell changed the game – two goals to the hosts, with the sending-off of 
MIRCEA ILEA sandwiched in between, and that was that.  

 
ONE THING THAT WE DID FREQUENTLY AGAINST THE FARM was to give the ball 
away needlessly so many times – you work hard to get the ball in the first place 

& then seconds later, it’s back with the opposition again! Let’s remember, though, 
this is a trait that ALL Mangotsfield teams have had down the years, even back 

in the Andy Black era when we scored goals for fun…..but back then, we also 
conceded goals for fun too, because the ball was often needlessly given away!  
All we can do, I guess, is to try and retain the ball more than we do, just as we 

would have tried to do years ago as well!   
 

ANYWAY, THE FARM GAME IS HISTORY NOW, so all you can do after any game, 
especially one where you have been beaten, is to take stock of how it all went & 

then move on. Today won’t be easy, of course; it never is, when you have to face 
so many of your ex-players and an ex-manager facing you as well, all wanting to 
do well on returning to their former club! But from our point of view, whoever is 

in those Larkhall shirts today won’t matter too much, because all we want to try 
and do is to win the game, or at least, break our duck, following our pointless 

start to the season, so in that respect, it really doesn’t matter too much who we 
are playing against today; we just want a good result. 

             

SO ENJOY THE 
GAME TODAY and 

let’s cheer Our Boyz 
on to a much-
hoped-for 3 points.  

 
OUR NEXT HOME 

GAME IS ON 
TUESDAY 28 
SEPTEMBER at 

7.30pm when we 
entertain AFC 

TOTTON. 
 
In the meantime, I 

wonder what would 
YOUR bubble-

caption comment 
might be for this photo I took at Manor Farm?  Mine might be: 
 

What are you taking my picture for, mate??           Dave Smale 
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WELCOME TO LARKHALL ATHLETIC!!  

    

LARKHALL ATHLETIC FOOTBALL CLUB – A BRIEF HISTORY 
 
Larkhall Athletic Football Club dates from 1914. In 1951 the club regained access 
to its home at Plain Ham after it had been turned over to allotments during WWII. 

Since then, it has gone from strength to strength, achieving the status in 2004 as 
a Premier Club and in 2008 as an FA 

Charter Standard Community Club, the 
first club to achieve this recognition in 
Bath. This status was renewed in 2011 and 

2014.  
 

Initially the club rented the Plain Ham 
match by match. It offered a sloping pitch, 
a timber hut for changing and a single tin 

bath for washing, a nearby standpipe 
providing the water source. In 1962 a 

cricket team was formed and the club 
became Larkhall Sports Club. Around the 
same time, the then Bath City Council 

granted the club a long lease on the ground 
at Plain Ham. A small club house was 

erected in 1965.  
 
In 1975 the main football pitch at Plain Ham was levelled to create a pitch suitable 

for senior football. In 1983, the club house and changing rooms were doubled in 
size and in 1989 the club purchased adjoining land at Pow’s Field which today is 

used by the Youth Section and the Sunday Veterans team. 
 
In 1996, aided by a Lottery Grant, the club further extended and improved its club 

house. In 2004 Plain Ham was re-levelled, drainage improved and floodlights 
installed, all with the help of the Football Stadia Improvement Fund. At the same 

time, the car park was extended and new floodlights installed on the training area. 
In 2005, with tremendous financial support from the local community and 
members past and present, the club completed the purchase of Plain Ham from 

the Bath and North East Somerset Local Authority. 
 

In 2010, the battle with drainage of Plain Ham was once again a priority and in 
2011, the hard standing was further extended to completely surround the pitch. 
At the same time, new protective fencing was installed in the bottom corner of the 

pitch, new safety rails were constructed in front of the stand, pitch side rails and 
posts were refurbished; a turnstile was created at the entrance and new lighting 

was connected. To address ongoing drainage problems, the pitch was gravel 
banded from across the pitch. Funding from the Football Stadia Improvement Fund 

helped towards this work.  
 
To meet FA grading requirements, applications for funding to Sport England and 

Football Stadia Improvement Fund were successful. 
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We secured 50% of the cost of the project to construct new changing rooms and 
to extend and update the clubhouse to provide improved hospitality facilities for 

spectators and visiting officials. Work started in December 2012 and the formal 
opening of the new facilities was celebrated with guest of honour the Mayor of 

Bath, Councillor Malcolm Lees, in August 2013.  
 

In late 2013, inspired by recent 

developments on and off the field, friends of 
the club contributed to more facility 

improvements that had been identified in 
order to satisfy Grade E of the FA Grading 
requirements, including additional seats, 

more covered standing, improved turnstiles 
and new outside toilets. This work was 

completed to enable the club to accept 
promotion in our double winning centenary 
year. Further facility improvements, 

including a new ground boundary fence, 
pitch perimeter infill and a medical room 

have enabled us to satisfy the Grade D 
requirements. Half of the funding for this 

work came from the Football Stadia Improvement Fund. 
 
In 2014 the club celebrated its centenary year with gusto. Performances on the 

field provided an appropriate backdrop, the first-team manager was selected as 
manager of the year by the Western League, we were treated to a marvellous 

reception in the Guildhall Bath, hosted jointly by the Mayor of Bath and the 
Chairman of BANES Council, and returned to the Guildhall for a Centenary Dinner 
in September 2014.  

 
On the pitch, the first team have a long list of honours, including: the Somerset 

Senior Cup in seasons in 1975-76 and 2003-04, the Western League First Division 
Championship in 1988-89 and 2008-09, the Western League Premier Division 
Championship in 2010-11 and the Western League double - Premier Division 

Championship and Les Phillips Cup – in 2013-14. The Larks reached the last 16 of 
the FA Vase three seasons in succession; in 2012-13 and 2013-14, we lost to the 

eventual finalists of the competition. In 2014, we gained promotion to the 
Southern League. Our first season was a huge success and we reached the play-
off final where we narrowly lost out 3-2 to Stratford Town. We also enjoyed a 

wonderful FA Cup campaign defeating Merthyr Town and Truro City away, before 
losing in a replay with Gosport Borough from the FA Conference.  

 
In 2015-16 the first team finished the season in the top half of the Southern 
League Division 1 South and West table, had another fine FA Cup run including 

taking Conference side Havant and Waterlooville to a replay, and reached the final 
of the Somerset FA Premier Cup for the first time in club history. Elsewhere, the 

Reserves just missed out on promotion to the Premier Division of the Somerset 
County Football League and the Ladies team capped a successful league season 
by retaining the Somerset FA Senior Cup for a second consecutive year. 
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In 2008 Larkhall Sports Club was recognised as the BANES Club of the Year by 
the Chairman of BANES Council. In December 2011, we were selected by our local 

paper, the Bath Chronicle, as the local sports team of the year; quite an honour 
given the richness of the local competition. In 2011, two of the club's longest 

serving officials were recognised by the Somerset County FA, receiving the award 
of Somerset County FA Volunteer of the Year and a Somerset County FA Long 
Service Award. In 2012 the Somerset FA added Clive Burge to our hall of fame by 

recognising his ‘Outstanding Contribution to Community Football’. In 2014, the 
club was once again selected by the local paper for an award, this time as Senior 

Team of the Year. In July 2015, we were honoured to receive FA Charter Standard 
Community Club of the year award from the Somerset FA. In 2017-18, we made 
it to the semi-final of the League Challenge Cup. 

 
This season, we are looking to build on the success and enjoyment of our first 

seven seasons in the Southern League while recognising the very stern challenge 
that this will present. We offer to all of our visitors a very warm welcome at the 
Securitas Stadium, probably the prettiest ground in the country. 

 
Details of all sections can be found through the club's web-site: 

http://www.larkhallathletic.com. We are also on Twitter: @larkhallafc (first team); 
@larkhallALFC (women’s team); @LarkhallYouthFC (Youth Section).  

 

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

LARKHALL ATHLETIC PEN PICTURES  
 

SQUAD PEN PICS 

 

Shaun Semmens (29) Goalkeeper. An athletic shot-stopper, Shaun signed in 
January 2017 from Mangotsfield United, having started his career playing for 
Godolphin Atlantic in Cornwall. He was awarded man of the match twice in his first 

5 games for the Larks. Sponsored by Godolphin Atlantic FC   
    

Mike Baker (27) Defender; club captain. A left-sided centre-half with a big 
presence, Mike transferred to the Larks from Yate Town in 2017. A schoolboy at 
Bristol Rovers, his other previous clubs include Mangotsfield United and Odd 

Down. Sponsored by Larkhall Athletic Supporters’ Club 
 

Alfie Clarke (21) Defender. Alfie makes a welcome return to Plain Ham having 
previously joined us on loan from Bristol Rovers. He has developed into a fine left 

back with both pace and accuracy in his crosses. Sponsored by Teresa & John 
Room  
 

Leon Greenland (25) Defender. A highly-rated full back, Leon joined the Larks 
from Bradford Town and is on dual reg with Corsham Town. He has also played 

for Westbury United and Trowbridge Town. Sponsored by Samantha Greenland 
Josh Jones (25) Defender. An imposing centre-half who dominates our defence, 
Josh signed for the Larks from Mangotsfield in 2017. He has also played for 

Clevedon and Cribbs. Sponsored by Larkhall Athletic Supporters’ Club 
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Dan Restorick (22) Defender/midfield. Dan is a product of our u18s side who 
scored on his first team debut in 2016 and had a very successful spell in New 

Zealand in 2018. He can play at defence or in midfield. Sponsored by Jim McLay  
 

Tom Warren (33) Defender. A very experienced centre-half, Tom signed from 
Melksham in November 2019. He was at Mangotsfield for a number of years and 
has also played for Yate Town. Sponsored by Minnie & Weston 

 
Geraint Bater (left) (41) Midfield. 

Bates is a central midfielder with a fine 
pedigree who started out at Bristol 
Rovers and has also played for Newport 

County as well as a number of Southern 
League sides. He become the Larks’ 

assistant manager in November 2015, 
and was first team manager from 
October 2016-January 2017. 

Sponsored by Tom Gilbert 
 

Matt Britton (26) Midfield. Ginge is a 
robust presence at the heart of our 

midfield who can also fill in at central defence. He joined the Larks from Western 
League side Cadbury Heath in 2017. He was our joint second top scorer in his first 
season. Sponsored by WMD & Son Roofing 

 
James Byrne (25) Midfield. James was a new signing for the 2020-21 season, a 

lively box-to-box midfielder who has previously played for Mangotsfield United and 
Bridgwater Town. Sponsored by Parade Dental Practice Ltd   
 

Jack Camm (28) Midfield. Busy and versatile midfielder Jack makes a welcome 
return after a few years’ absence. He has also played for Yate Town and 

Cinderford. Sponsored by Plumbline 
 
Fin Coyle (20) Midfield/defence. Local lad Fin joined the Larks in the 2019-20 

season. He can play on the left wing or in defence. Sponsored by The Bath Cook 
 

Dale Evans (34) Midfield. Dale is a very experienced and sought after central 
midfielder who signed in 2019 from Paulton Rovers. Other previous clubs include 
Mangotsfield Utd, Taunton Town, Yate Town, Cinderford Town and Newport 

County. Sponsored by Oli & Henry Lemon; Steve Hall  
 

Tom Fry (24) Midfield. Tom is a new signing for 2021-22, a sought-after central 
midfielder with an eye for goal. In a much-travelled career, he has played for 
Bristol City and Motherwell at youth level, and for Airdrieonians, Annan Athletic, 

Hednesford, and Bridgwater Town. He has also featured for Barry Town in a 
Europa League tie, and has played for the Wales u17 international side. 

Sponsored by Claire and Paul Coombes    
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Joe Hillard (24) Midfield/defence. A holding midfielder who can also play in 
defence, Joe moved to the Larks from Paulton Rovers in September 2020. He has 

also featured for Mangotsfield United. Sponsored by Doug Hillard Sports  
 

Alex Lambert (30) Midfield. A fast and strong left-sided winger, Alex joined the 
Larks in 2016 from Brislington where he featured in the side that reached the FA 

Cup 1st round. Previous clubs also 

include Mangotsfield United and Yate 
Town. Scorer of some sensational 

goals. Sponsored by Peter Hill 
 
Dan Demkiv (left) (24) Striker. An 

academy player at Southampton 
from 7-18, Dan has since had spells 

at several clubs, including Salisbury, 
Cirencester Town, Melksham Town, 
Frome Town, Mangotsfield United, 

and Taunton Town. He is a player 
representative for Epilepsy Research 

UK. Sponsored by Sarah Rankin & 
Tina York  

 
(Dan Demkiv pictured in action for Mangotsfield United in 2018 v Barnstaple Town. 
Photo by David Smale)  

 
Harry Simons (19) Midfield. Harry, known as Baz, is a central midfielder with 

great presence. He is a new signing for the Larks whose last club was Mangotsfield.  
 
Sam Crumb (21) Centre forward. Sam joined the Larks from Bridgwater in 2021. 

Already a hit with the home crowd, he is an imposing centre forward who scored 
four goals in his first four games 

for the Larks. Sponsored by 
Janet Coombes & Terisha 
Burge 

 
Lewis Powell (right) (33) 

Striker. Lewis is a proven goal-
scorer. After starting his career 
at Bristol Rovers he also played 

for Mangotsfield United, Taunton 
Town, Chippenham Town, 

Weston-super-Mare and 
Evesham United. Larks’ Golden 
Boot winner every season since 

he joined the club. Sponsored by GWR 
 

(Photo of Mangotsfield United chairman Mike Richardson and Lewis Powell 
courtesy of Mangotsfield United FC)  
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Management 
 

Phil Bater (left) – manager. Phil enjoyed a tremendous 
playing career at higher levels, in cluding Bristol Rovers, 

Brentford, Wrexham and Cardiff City, as well as turning 
out for Wales u-21s. He has managed a number of 
clubs, notably Bristol Rovers, Mangotsfield United, and 

Clevedon Town. He joined the Larks in January 2017. 
Sponsored by Clive Burge 

 
Glyn Jones – coach. Glyn is an ex-professional who 
played in goal for a number of clubs, including Newport 

County, Bristol Rovers, and Yeovil Town. More recently 
he has been goalkeeper coach at Forest Green Rovers. He joined the Larks’ 

management team in June 2021. 
 
Rob York – kit manager. Rob has been a loyal fixture at Plain Ham for many 

years, as a player, assistant manager of the Reserves, and now kit manager for 
the 1st team. He knows both the club and the local football scene inside out.  

 
Steve Bissix – physio. Steve joined the club pre-season on the back of 20 years 

as Head of Medical at the Bristol Rovers Academy. He brings considerable 
experience to the role of physio.  
 

Chelsie Hextall is a student member of the Society of Sports Therapists who is 
undertaking a placement with the club this season. She has an FAA Level 2 

qualification in First Aid. 
 

BRIAN GOLLEDGE REMEMBERED…… 
 
Everyone of a certain age at MUFC will remember BRIAN GOLLEDGE, a stalwart 
of this Club, who was involved with the Club for many decades & who died some 

years ago.  I’m sure many of our former players in the Larkhall side & boss Phil 
Bater will 

remember him 
too, from their 
time at MUFC.  

Brian was one of 
those characters 

that every local 
football club 

knows of & has 
in their ranks, 
and in his case, 

what he didn’t 
know about railways wasn’t worth knowing……so whenever we are at BRISTOL 

MANOR FARM, there’s always one particular photo that needs to be taken, so 
Brian, if you are looking down on us all from Railway Heaven, this one’s for you….   
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WHAT THE PAPERS SAY 
 

“I FEEL SADNESS AND LOSS ABOUT LEAVING WATFORD. I ALSO FEEL 

EXCITEMENT ABOUT MY NEW JOURNEY. WATFORD IS A SMALL PART OF PLANET 
EARTH, BUT FOR SOME OF THE MOST TURBULENT YEARS OF MY LIFE, IT WAS 
THE CENTRE OF MY UNIVERSE”.  The words of Watford legend Troy Deeney 

(pictured), as quoted in The Sun on 31 August 2021, after he ended his 11 years 
at Vicarage Road, with a free 

transfer move to Birmingham. 
 
Must admit, it will seem strange to 

have no Troy Deeney at Watford, 
but I did like the outer space 

references in his quote! Bearing in 
mind that he is joining Birmingham, 
a big-city club that never really does 

much in the promotion stakes, 
maybe it is time to change that 

mindset? You could say, then, that he is “boldly going where no man has gone 
before” – in other words, a promotion challenge at the Blues??  

 

“I’M HOPING THAT TODAY’S GAME IS FULL OF 
SKILL, PASSION AND DESIRE, WITH SENSIBLE 

REFEREEING ADDING TO THE OCCASION”.  The 
words of Bristol Manor Farm boss Lee Lashenko, 
as quoted in the BMF programme against the 

Mangos on 30 August 2021 (pictured). 
 

Well, as those of us who were there will know, we 
were trailing 1-0 at the Creek when MIRCEA ILEA 
was booked for the second time, following a foul, 

but from where I was standing, the referee didn’t 
look as if he was going to pull that second yellow 

card until he had several Manor Farm players in 
his face, arms being waved and lots of shouty 

voices aimed at him. Then the yellow & red cards 
came out & MIRCEA was sent off.  It reminded me 

of those occasions back in the 90s when, after an incident on the pitch, referees 

would be surrounded by angry Manchester United players, neck veins all bulging 
& the Old Trafford crowd baying for blood & the match official would concede to 

the pressure around him & out would come the cards.  I thought we were past 
those days, but apparently not. 
 

Whether MIRCEA staying on the pitch would have changed the course of the game 
is something we will never know – we had only just gone 1-0 down & within 2 

minutes of him going off, Farm made it 2-0 & that was that.  Farm deserved their 
win overall and well done to them for that.  It was good to see a paper programme 
as well (well done Farm!) – it is still a part of the matchday experience for me, 

but at the same time, we here at MUFC have to be realistic about things & in our 
case, paper programme sales had been falling for some time, so on that basis, 

we are where we are now in that respect.                    FIELD REVIEW - 12           
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THE WORLD OF SOCCER 
 

WELCOME TO “THE WORLD OF SOCCER”, the column that brings you news stories 
from around the globe.  Let’s have a dip into the archives today because it’s 

amazing what you can find, tucked away on the internet or hidden away in old 
football books that you pick up in your local charity shops!     
 

Let’s start with a little-known fact about the 2010 World Cup Qualifying campaign 
– that is, all the matches leading up to the South Africa tournament which we will 

all remember because of those (annoying?) vuvuzela trumpets!  Amazingly, a 
total of 5,602 players appeared in the 2010 World Cup qualifying campaign & the 
youngest one?  Well, his name was Abdi Abdifatah & he was 14 years & 1 month 

old when he played for SOMALIA in their 1-0 loss v Djibouti on 16 November 
2007!  And if you’re like me, you’ll be more surprised to discover that the troubled 

nation of Somalia even has a football team in the first place, let alone have a 
player in their side who was even younger than Theo Walcott was when he was 
introduced to the England squad many moons ago   

 
Now back in the 1986 World Cup, the ARGENTINA FA announced that as far as 

their squad’s shirt numbers were concerned, they would be repeating what they 
did in the 1982 tournament & would therefore allocate the shirt numbers 
alphabetically – except for Diego Maradona, who would still be no 10, as he was 

4 years earlier.  However, one or two other players weren’t too happy about that, 
especially ex-Real Madrid striker Valdano & skipper Daniel Passarella, who both 

insisted on keeping their 1982 numbers as well & that’s what happened in the 
end.  The two players, having thrown their toys out of the pram, were thus 
allowed to keep their 1982 shirt numbers of 11 & 6 respectively.  Presumably, 

everyone else in the 1986 squad were numbered alphabetically as originally 
planned, but what did it matter? If you are an England fan, and you think of 

“1986” and “Argentina”, you end up with one word – CHEAT. 
 
Now ex-Arsenal & GERMANY keeper Jens 

Lehmann (pictured) was often in trouble on the 
pitch for this & that years ago, but he surpassed 

even his own standards around 10 years ago 
when he nipped off the pitch during a Champions 
League match to RELIEVE HIMSELF!  He was 

caught short playing for Stuttgart against 
Romanian visitors Unirea Urziceni in front of 

36,000 fans.  With the ball down at the Romanian 
end of the ground, Lehmann nipped over the 

advertising boards & knelt down behind them to, 
ahem, relieve himself, much to the astonishment 
of the photographers nearby & then as Unirea 

gained possession to commence an attack, he dashed back to his position 
between the sticks, feeling a lot more comfortable, no doubt!  

 
Lehmann blamed it all on “tension” at the time”.  Stuttgart general manager Horst 
Heldt later added, “It was very clever of Jens.  But sometimes, you have just got 

to go!”  Well, we’ve all been there!  More from the WOS again soon.   
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NOTES FOR YOUR DIARY 

 
The annual family friendly charity match will take place on Sunday 26th 
September 2021 at Cossham Sreet, Mangotsfield United Football Club with 

the match kicking off at 3pm.  
 
The memorial match welcomes a host of former Bristol Rovers Legends to play 

against a team of supporters, all in a bid to raise funds for a selected charity each 
year. 

 
The Clubhouse and gates will open at 12.30pm. 

 

Ash Belsten, the creator of the Martin Belsten Memorial Match, organised his first 

match in memory of his Grandfather back in 2017 for the Soundwell-based care 
home, Deerhurst, run by Brunel Care, where his grandfather passed away. 

 
Since the first match, the event has gone from strength to strength, raising 
thousands of pounds for several charities since its inception and this year, Bristol 

Rovers Community Trust is truly honoured to have been selected for 2021. 
 

Tickets can be purchased for just £5 (under 5s free) from the following site 
https://www.bristolroverscommunity.org.uk/belstenmemorialmatch2021 
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

 
Mangotsfield United Football Club will be 

holding a celebration of the life of Graham Day 
on Friday 29 October 2021 from 3.00pm.  

 
The event, to be held at Cossham Street, is 
expected to be well attended and will feature 

anecdotes and memories from the Bristol football 
Community.  Bristol-born Day came through the 

ranks at Bristol St George before joining “The Gas” 
as a teenager. As a central defender he made over 
130 appearances for Bristol Rovers before moving 

across the Atlantic to play for Portland Timbers in 
the North American Soccer League. He also played 

for Bournemouth, playing alongside George Best 
and was part of the Forest Green Rovers team which 

won the FA Vase at Wembley in 1982.    (FIELD REVIEW – 15) 

https://www.bristolroverscommunity.org.uk/belstenmemorialmatch2021


 

MUSC 2009 NEWS (MUFC Supporters Club) 

 

Chairman’s Chit Chat 
 

Hello everyone, remember me? I’m the bloke who’s supposed to be Chairman of 
the Supporters Club, but who spends August at the 
cricket, leaving everything in the capable hands of my 

great friends Shaun and Tracey Lecrass.  
 

Incidentally I’m not here today either, darts team tour 
of the Isle of Man, but will pick up the reigns again on 
my return. 

  
I’ve managed to get to the home games against 

Sholing and Tavistock and to Frome last Saturday, a 
nice little day out accompanied by some of our loyal 
supporters from the Red Lion, down the road. It’s a 

pleasant little town with some good pubs and only an hour or so on the train, so 
I’m looking forward to going back for our league game at the end of November. 

  
Next up is Willand Rovers away next Saturday. The train to Exeter takes an hour 
and then the bus up country to our destination another hour. Oh, for the days 

when we used to go by the players’ coach!  
   

Results wise, not so clever, but the performances have been encouraging and by 
all accounts, we could have come back from Evesham and Manor Farm with some 
points. Stick at it, lads and hopefully today we can break our duck against Phil 

Bater’s in-form Larkhall side. 
   

Thanks for logging on, downloading the programme and reading these notes. I 
continue to bang the drum for the return of paper proggies, which are an integral 
part of the day. Hopefully, those responsible for making the decision will 

come round to our way of thinking before too long! 
 

Rant over – enjoy your Sunday!   Roger Williams, MUSC Chairman  
 
EDITOR’S NOTE: Good to hear from Roger once again! I just wanted to pick up 

on Roger’s last sentence, which I have highlighted above in bold.  It was not so 
long ago that I said exactly the same thing – going to a game 

and buying a paper programme is all part of the match-day 
experience, and part of me DOES still think that….BUT! I have 

also come around to the other way of thinking. Sales of paper 
programmes at MUFC have been falling for years, going on-line 
means no more hassle with printing companies; I now have later 

deadlines, I can do longer – or shorter – programmes depending 
on how things go each week, and if I am totally honest as 

Programme Editor, it is easier for me personally for many 
reasons. I’ve only actually seen 2 paper programmes at games I’ve been to this 
season, so on-line issues are spreading fast & I really don’t see paper programmes 

coming back to MUFC any time soon. Sorry, Roger!  
Dave Smale, Programme Editor    FIELD REVIEW – 16                                                         



 

MORE MUSC NEWS – A REMINDER! 
 

A Supporters Club Event – A live entertainment evening 
 

It is hoped that the Supporters club will hold several events during the season.  
 
The Supporters Club are holding a function on the evening of Saturday 23rd 

October following our home fixture against Melksham Town. Live entertainment 
will be provided by Female vocalist VICTORIA who, incidentally, lives in 

Melksham! Victoria is a talented singer who has starred in several stage musicals, 
but she likes to let her hair down when 
performing in pubs and clubs & is sure to have 

you laughing along with her in between her 
songs. 

 
The Supporters club will be charging a nominal 
fee of £2 admission which will also enter you 

into a draw to win a 1.5 litre bottle of Prosecco. 
If supporters wish to stay after the afternoon’s 

game v Melksham, we will be showing live 
football as well, or why not participate in our 
mini “Race Night” event, if enough people are 

in attendance? 
 

Please speak to Shaun or Tracy or ask 
behind the bar to purchase your “Lucky 

Entry Ticket” for just £2. We are limited to numbers in the Main Hall, so 

please get your ticket early to avoid disappointment. 
 

We will endeavour to keep you updated with any 
events news as and when times and dates are 
confirmed.  

 

Shaun Lecrass – on behalf of MUSC 
2009  
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PLAYER PROFILE – ZAK MITCHELL 
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MANGOTSFIELD UNITED FC FIXTURES 
 
DATES-FIXTURES-RESULTS-ATTENDANCES-SCORERS – SEASON 2021-2022 

 

THE PITCHING IN SOUTHERN LEAGUE DIVISION ONE SOUTH (PISL1S)  

 

14/08 SHOLING   PISL1S Home  0-2 126 

17/08 Evesham United   PISL1S Away  1-2 280 Own goal 

21/08 TAVISTOCK   FACPR Home  3-0 200 Nderemani 2, Towler 

28/08 PLYMOUTH PARKWAY PISL1S Home  0-6 147 

30/08 Bristol Manor Farm  PISL1S Away  0-2 311 

04/09 Frome Town   FAC1Q Away  0-1 392 

11/09 LARKHALL ATHLETIC PISL1S Home  

18/09 Willand Rovers   PISL1S Away  

25/09 Highworth Town   PISL1S Away  

28/09 AFC TOTTON   PISL1S Home 

02/10 CINDERFORD TOWN  PISL1S Home 

06/10     LCR1 

09/10 Wantage Town/Willand Rovers BFT2Q Away 

16/10   

23/10 MELKSHAM TOWN  PISL1S Home 

30/10 Lymington Town   PISL1S Away 

03/11     LC2 

06/11 Paulton Rovers   PISL1S Away 

13/11 BIDEFORD   PISL1S Home 

16/11 EVESHAM UNITED  PISL1S Home 

20/11 Sholing    PISL1S Away 

27/11 Frome Town   PISL1S Away 

01/12     LC3 

04/12 BARNSTAPLE TOWN  PISL1S Home 

11/12 Cirencester Town   PISL1S Away 

18/12 WINCHESTER CITY  PISL1S Home 

27/12 BRISTOL MANOR FARM PISL1S Home 

01/01 Slimbridge   PISL1S Away 

08/01 HIGHWORTH TOWN  PISL1S Home 

12/01     LC4 

15/01 Larkhall Athletic   PISL1S Away 

22/01 WILLAND ROVERS  PISL1S Home 

29/01  AFC Totton   PISL1S Away 

05/02 Cinderford Town   PISL1S Away 

12/02 

19/02 Melksham Town   PISL1S Away 

26/02 LYMINGTON TOWN  PISL1S Home 

05/03 Barnstaple Town   PISL1S Away 

12/03 

19/03 FROME TOWN   PISL1S Home 

26/03 Winchester City   PISL1S Away 

02/04 CIRENCESTER TOWN  PISL1S Home 

09/04 PAULTON ROVERS  PISL1S Home 

16/04 Plymouth Parkway  PISL1S Away 

18/04 SLIMBRIDGE   PISL1S Home 

23/04 Bideford    PISL1S Away 

27/04     Play-Off Semi-Final 

30/04     Championship Matches 

02/05     Play-Off Final 
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MUFC YOUTH TEAM NEWS 
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RECENT RESULTS 
 

FA YOUTH CUP PRELIMINARY ROUND 
 

31-08-21  MANGOTSFIELD UNITED   9 
   BRADFORD TOWN    0   
 

GARY ELSE LEAGUE CUP FINAL (held over from last season) 
 

04-09-21  BRIDGWATER UNITED FC U18 3 
   MANGOTSFIELD UNITED U18  2 
 

 
Following the superb 9 -0 win in the FA Youth Cup against Bradford Town, the 

Mango youngsters host either Bristol Manor Farm or Bishops Cleeve in the next 
round.   
 

This match was originally abandoned due to a serious player injury and was due 
to be replayed at The Creek this past week, on Monday 6th September. 

 
Mangotsfield United will host the victors of that tie here at Cossham 

Street this coming Monday, 13 September 2021, kick off at 7.30pm  
  
 

 

COMING SOON TO COSSHAM STREET……… 

 

 

SATURDAY 28 SEPTEMBER 2021 AT 3.00PM 
 
PITCHING IN SOUTHERN LEAGUE DIV ONE SOUTH  

 
MANGOTSFIELD UNITED v AFC TOTTON  
 
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

  
SATURDAY 2 OCTOBER 2021 AT 3.00PM 
 

PITCHING IN SOUTHERN LEAGUE DIV ONE SOUTH  
 

MANGOTSFIELD UNITED v CINDERFORD TOWN 
 
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

 
SATURDAY 23 OCTOBER 2021 AT 3.00PM 

 
PITCHING IN SOUTHERN LEAGUE DIV ONE SOUTH  
 

MANGOTSFIELD UNITED v MELKSHAM TOWN 
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PRESSURE in football is supposedly reserved for managers, players and even 
referees – but there can’t be anyone who has to perform when it really matters 

like the physio.  
 

Most of the time we’re used to seeing them dash on for minor knocks and strains. 
A bit of treatment, a blast of the freeze spray, a dab of the magic sponge, a squirt 
of the water bottle and on we go (I’m sure it’s roughly that easy!).  

 
Yet nobody is in the bar after saying, “Physio had a great game today”. It’s 

probably how they prefer it. Unseen, just going about their business quietly and 
efficiently. 
 

But I’m here to argue physios – and other medical staff at games – are the most 
important people in a football ground. Because when something really goes wrong, 

they are front and centre – often with hundreds, if not thousands, of eyes staring 
right at them.  
 

Anyone who has been in a ground when a bad injury occurs knows it can be quite 
a scary time – especially anything involving the head, neck or spine. I’ll never 

forget hearing a striker’s leg break in a challenge at the other end of a ground. Or 
seeing a player having a seizure on the ground.  

 
But the medical experts can’t get caught up in all that. Keeping calm, assessing 
the situation, they go through their processes, using all their knowledge from 

years of studying and observing to give the best possible care to a player. 
 

Already this season we’ve seen cases of games abandoned because of really bad 
injuries. 
 

Last season Darlington’s Nicky Hunt suffered a head injury in a National League 
North game against Boston United.  

 
Darlo therapist Danny O’Connor – who was helped by the Pilgrims’ medical staff 
as well – spoke after about the situation that even saw Hunt stop breathing twice. 

The team stayed in position for hours waiting for an ambulance, keeping Hunt 
comfortable.  

 
“You kind of go into robot mode when something like this happens,” he told NE 
Sport News. “It’s a bit strange because you’re just dealing with the situation and 

everything else becomes irrelevant. “It’s quite interesting really because when 
I’ve spoken to people afterwards the majority say they wouldn’t know what to do 

in that situation, whereas I felt quite comfortable knowing what to do and when 
to do it, but that just comes down to experience.”  (FIELD REVIEW – 26) 



 

It’s a remarkable responsibility to take on – I’d wager the majority of us couldn’t 
do a job like that.  

 
Last month Hallam physio Shannon Brooks drew high praise for her expertise and 

care when assistant referee Andrew Jarvis fell in during a game. Her quick actions 
saved his life and has led Shannon to fundraise for defibrillators having seen the 
importance of one being available first-hand.  

 
Thankfully, incidents like this tend to be few and far between. Hopefully at your 

game today you have no real need to notice any of the medical staff.  
 
But let’s keep showing them the appreciation they deserve.  

Unknown writer 

ADVERTISEMENT FOR FOOTIE BOOK FANS! 
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THE BEAUTY of watching football is not knowing what’s going to happen inside 

those 90 minutes. Unfortunately, for me, I was on the wrong end of that last week. 
 

The National League went crazy, with 50 goals flying in across 11 games. There 
were three 4-3s, two 3-2s, three 2-2s & a 3-3. There were comebacks galore, red 
cards, own goals & more big attendances. The start of the National League season 

really has delivered a strong advert for Non-League football. However, on the 
same day in the division, there was also one 0-0, between Boreham Wood & 

Stockport, which myself & 782 others attended. Groundhoppers especially will 
have had a moment like this, watching a drab stalemate as wild scores from 
around the country filter through. ‘Why did I pick this game?’. It could even be 

happening right now as you read this! Sods law! 
 

There was a spell last season when, in consecutive weeks, the games I went to 
finished: 1-0, 0-0, 0-0, 1-1, 1-0, 0-1, 1-0 before Hartlepool United ended my 
torrid run with a 7-2 victory at Wealdstone. I’d put in the hard yards. 

 
I can’t complain too much, though. A month later, I was at Ashton Gate, watching 

Torquay keeper Lucas Covolan score a 95th minute equaliser against, coincidently, 
Hartlepool in the National League play-off final. It’s a cliché but it was truly an 

unbelievable moment. My brain couldn’t process what my eyes had just seen. 
 
It was the first time I’d attended a game in which a goalkeeper had scored and it 

made the arduous fixtures gone before all worthwhile. For every goalkeeper 
scoring a goal, there’s several dozen 0-0s waiting around the corner! Besides, if 

we knew how every game would finish, who would score & in what way, then 
football wouldn’t have made it this far. It’s part of being a fan too, each season 
different to the next, although usually with hopes of success often dashed as early 

as Christmas. Football happiness is rare & short-lived. Here on Saturday, gone by 
Tuesday. Another fixture ready & waiting to deliver a dose of sporting reality. 

 
In a strange way, however, as Boreham Wood and Stockport toiled to a goalless 
draw, it felt good, it felt normal, as the world continues to heal. NLP reader Neil 

David wrote in our letters page last week how nice it was to be back in Non-League 
grounds after attending Mildenhall Town’s FA Cup victory over Yaxley. 

 
“The chatter among fans, having a beer watching the game, seeing how much the 
players are enjoying being back,” he said, before delivering the crucial line, “I 

didn’t think I’d miss live football as much I have.” And that’s exactly how I felt at 
Boreham Wood despite the outcome. I hope now we have learned not to take 

things, or football, for granted. Not even the 0-0s.  
(Article written by David Richardson)    FIELD REVIEW -28  



 

PHOTOCALL – ACTION FROM BRISTOL 
MANOR FARM AWAY, ON 30 AUGUST 2021:  
 
Yes, it was Blue and Yellow v Yellow and Blue!!   
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AND ANOTHER THING - 1!! 

 

FIRST BATCH OF QUICKIES: Well, the much-maligned Europa Conference 
League got under way last month, but although there were a number of teams in 

it who I had never heard of, there were plenty of well-known names too, such as 
Roma, Feyenoord, Anderlecht & Partizan Belgrade – and Tottenham, of course, 

who fielded a reserve side & lost 1-0 to a side I 

truly had never heard of before: Pacos de Ferreira! 

(See badge on the left).  Then again, if you don’t 
take a competition seriously, whatever the 
competition is, then you get what you deserve.  
 
Mind you, I did like the comment of one wag on 

social media though: “I saw this result and, 
probably like you, I hadn't heard of the team, so I 

googled them. Apparently they play in north 
London.”…….Meanwhile, there were some 

odd-looking scores in the Toolstation League 
the other week, all on the same day too: 

Bridport 1, Bitton 8; Brislington 0, Saltash United 8 and Wincanton Town 9, 
Devizes Town 1! I guess you can get strange-looking scores in every league in the 
land. Heck, in the past 2 or 3 years, even Southampton in the Premier League 

have let in a couple of 9s here and there. I wonder who it will be against this 
season?? 

 
IT’S GOT NOTHING TO DO WITH FOOTBALL!! Now a restaurant in a town about 
32 miles from here has set up a challenge for customers to try & eat a mega-huge 

£20 Full English breakfast within an hour & get their money back. Only 3 people 
have achieved it so far.  Call me a killjoy if you like, but to me, it’s somewhat 

obscene to do something like that in 2021 when there are many, many hungry 
people around these days, who would gladly fill their stomachs with even a small 
plateful of what was on that huge mega plate, and many also use food banks. An 

obscene amount of food for one person to TRY and eat. Rant over.   
 

SECOND BATCH OF QUICKIES: Talking of unusual odd-looking scores, as I 
did just now, we had a few more recently in the 
Carabao Cup – such as: Barrow 0, Aston Villa 6; 

Norwich 6, Bournemouth 0; Newport 0, Southampton 
8 and West Brom 0, Arsenal 6. You don’t see scores 

quite like that normally, they are a throw-back to 
football years ago, but it seems to me that a few 
weakened sides were out there, and I don’t mean the 

Premier League sides either……Oh, and we mustn’t 
forget this German Cup result either: Bremer SV 0, 

Bayern Munich 12 !!......Meanwhile, Harry Kane 
(pictured left) is staying at Tottenham “this 
summer”, but I think it’s fairly clear that come 

January, he might well be om his way after all……but all seemed well after his 
goals in the Europa Conference 2nd leg v Pacos de Ferreira….. 
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AND ANOTHER THING - 2!! 
 

But are we potentially looking at the best Premier League season for some 
years? Especially when you had West Ham at the top & Arsenal on the bottom 

after 3 games for the first time in many decades, with Manchester City enjoying 
80% possession (!) in their 5-0 drubbing of Arsenal …… And another club we 
have discovered now doing on-line-only programmes, is Southend United, 

who are now down in the National League. However, the difference there is that, 
to view their on-line programme, you STILL have to pay £2 for the privilege & 

that, to me, is a bit naughty! On-line programmes should be free to view! 
 
Oh, and we mustn’t forget, tonight’s FA Cup visitors Frome Town are also on-

line-only these days too. It’s becoming a growing trend, people, and one that is 
hard to stop!    

 
IT’S GOT NOTHING TO DO WITH FOOTBALL!!  
Now I did one of these on the other page, but 

what the heck, I need to do this one too.  
When one of the Rolling Stones dies, then 

you know you’re getting old yourself!  RIP 
Charlie Watts, such a different character to 
Mick Jagger or Keith Richards & thank you for 

all the music in the last 60-odd years…… 
 

 
THIRD BATCH OF QUICKIES: England’s 4-0 win in Hungary last week was   

marred by racist chanting from the home 

crowd, paper cups & a flare thrown on to the 
pitch & even when Gareth Southgate was 

being interviewed after the game, you could 
hear people shouting things at him & the 
reporter mentioned that something had been 

thrown at him whilst they were talking! After 
the final whistle, the Hungarian ultras were 

going nuts behind the goal & all the Hungarian 
players spent 5 minutes applauding them!  
Look, we know that racism is everywhere. We 

have enough problems with it in our own 
country, let alone abroad, but it seems to me that very time England plays away 

to one of these Eastern European and/or the adjoining Balkan countries, then we 
can pretty much guess what will happen. Still, the result is what matters most of 

all, although Hungary have had to play matches behind closed doors before & after 
all this nonsense, I’m sure they will end up doing so again – soon!....... And did 
anyone notice the stats for Germany’s 2-0 away win Liechtenstein?  The 

Germans enjoyed 85% (!!) possession & had 30 (!!) shots on goal compared to 
the hosts’ 2 shots, as well as forcing 15 corners compared to Liechtenstein’s corner 

tally of……zero! I’m just amazed that it took the Germans 41 minutes to actually 
take the lead!  THE FIELD MARSHALL                             FIELD REVIEW - 32 
                                      



 

            



 

     

 

           



 

 



 

 

 

See you all on Tuesday 28 

September, here at The Theatre 

of Dreams, for the visit of 

Hampshire’s AFC TOTTON!!  
 

 

            VERSUS                  

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   


