
 



 



 



 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  
Well, after a 3-week break, following our brilliant 5-3 New Year’s 
Day win at SLIMBRIDGE, we hope to be back in action today as we take on 

WILLAND ROVERS from Mid Devon, a side who – on 
their day – are capable of beating most sides (if not 

all) in our division & they will present us with stiff 
opposition this afternoon. 
 

Our last home game v HIGHWORTH TOWN fell 
victim to the awful weather we had a fortnight ago, 

thanks to heavy rain in the 48 hours before the match 
& on the morning itself, which led to the 

postponement. As often happens, the weather at kick-off time wasn’t bad at all 

(!), but of course, the damage had already been done by then.  Look out for the 
new date for the re-arranged game then, as it should be announced fairly soon. 

 
The programme for the HIGHWORTH game went on line the day before the 
postponement, and please bear in mind, there WON’T be another programme for 

when the Highworth game is re-arranged.  If we were still doing paper 
programmes, then the postponed one would be re-used for the re-staging 

anyway, so in that respect, it’s the same for the on-line version – even if you 
have seen it already! 
 

More on Programmes on my “Dave’s Diary” page, where I have an 
important announcement to make…..       

 
Last Saturday’s scheduled trip to LARKHALL ATHLETIC was postponed because 
of the Larks’ FA Trophy 4th Round trip to Stockport County, a match which caught 

the attention of BBC Points West as well on the Friday. I gather that a number of 
Mangos fans travelled north for this game, seeing as there always a few of our 

ex-players in the Larks side these days & it was a chance to go somewhere 
different!  Hope they duly enjoyed their trip up north, despite their loss, but 

playing in front of a 3,000+ crowd would have been a great experience.           
 
Meanwhile, back here in Mango Land, we must concentrate on our own situation, 

in that mini-league we find ourselves in at the foot of the table. It is all about 
staying out of the bottom THREE if we can (not bottom 4 as it originally seemed), 

and while there will be a few twists & turns between now & late April, I believe 
we are more than capable of retaining our Southern League status. Bottom club 
BARNSTAPLE TOWN certainly haven’t thrown in the towel – they won their first 

match of the season at Christmas v Bideford, then appointed the vastly 
experienced ex-Weston & Dorchester boss Craig Laird as new manager & he soon 

snapped up Taunton Town veteran keeper Lloyd Irish, so Barum are clearly intent 
on keeping the rest of us on our toes!          
 

OK, Remember the cry: COME ON THE FIELD!  Editor    FIELD REVIEW – 1 



 

DAVE’S DIARY - 1 
 

GOOD AFTERNOON EVERYONE & WELCOME TO 

COSSHAM STREET for today’s home game against our 
old friends from WILLAND ROVERS. Thank you all for 
your attendance & for reading this programme on-line! 

Today is another tough one of course, as they all are, 
and I’m sure we are very wary of the fact that we drew 

at Willand very early in the season, but then lost there 
in the FA Trophy, so we would obviously like to set the 
record straight today & get am important win. Please 

give Our Boyz all your support this afternoon as we 
strive to pick up 3 much-needed points.  Come on The 

Field!  
 
WELL, THE LULL IN PROCEEDINGS HERE AT MUFC this 

past few weeks, because of postponements, gives me the perfect opportunity 
now to make an announcement concerning the FIELD REVIEW, so here is the gist 

of what I told the Football Club back in December: 
 

“I know we are only half-way through the current season, but I thought I should 
let you know now that at the end of the current season, I will be standing down 
as Programme Editor at MUFC. 

 
As you know, brother Bob & myself wrote the Club’s matchday programme 

between us for 30 years (that amounts to at least 700 issues) & I’ve done it myself 
for the past year, following Bob’s retirement through ill health, although I have 
had some valuable & very welcome assistance with front covers & other graphics, 

etc from Shaun Lecrass.  It’s always been an enjoyable task, but things change 
over time and I could probably give you 5 or 6 specific reasons why my own stance 

has changed, but overall, I just think it’s time to stand aside at the end of 
the season & let someone else have a go next season. I think I’ve done my 
bit and, as with Bob, I reckon 31 years’ involvement in writing, or co-writing the 

Club’s programme is not a bad effort! 
 

I will complete the season, in fairness to the Football Club (it always gets 
easier once we are into January anyway) & although I will still attend home games, 
it’s time to become “just a fan” once again. Turn up whenever, watch the game, 

go home again – nothing else. 
 

Update - Making this announcement public now gives the Football Club plenty of 
time to weigh up its options for a new Programme Editor next season, and also to 

see what interest there is out there or within the Football Club for someone to 
take up the baton once I hand it over. If anyone enjoys writing about football, as 
Bob & I have always done, then it is an enjoyable task to undertake, as well as 

being a representative of Mangotsfield United FC. My assistant Shaun Lecrass is 
already heavily involved with the Football Club in different ways, but it is 

something he may well wish to consider.   
 
         FIELD REVIEW - 2 



 

It is definitely a big commitment, but it’s a good one to have and if you’d said to 
me many, many years ago when I was a season ticket holder at Bristol City, that 

one day, I’d end up either editing or co-editing a local non-league club’s matchday 
programme for over 30 years, I’d have thought you were mad!  But that’s how it 

all evolved in the end & it’s been a brilliant experience, but as with many things 
in life, it’s time for a change now. 
 

If anyone out there wants to discuss with me what’s involved with writing articles 
for or editing the whole match day programme, then you can always e-mail me 

first on DAVID.SMALE@planninginspectorate.gov.uk & we’ll have a chat!               
 
NOW ONE GAME I CHANCED TO TAKE IN RECENTLY was the midweek 

Gloucestershire County League match between SHIREHAMPTON & HENBURY, 
which was played at Bristol Manor Farm – Shire’s ground is being upgraded, I 

gather, in a bid to stage Toolstation League football in 2022-23, so this season, 
they are ground-sharing at The Creek & currently, they are GCL leaders.  The 
game was fast & furious, ending 1-1 & lowly Henbury certainly created enough 

chances to have won the game.  The gate was good too, on such a freezing night 
– 117 – though it looked more than that! 

 
FOR THOSE OF YOU WHO LOVE TO HOLD 

A PAPER PROGRAMME in your hands (me 
too!), then Shire was one place to go 
because theirs (pictured) was produced by 

Bristol Soccerworld (well-known 
programme producers throughout the 

Bristol area) and cost only £1 and 
contained the basics such as an editorial, 
a history of Henbury, pen pictures of both 

teams, league tables & fixture lists. The 
absolute basics in a programme & for a 

£1, that’s not bad at all & very 
representative of Shirehampton FC. You 
never know, should MUFC return to paper 

programmes next season, depending on 
what level we are playing at, then a 

programme like that might be considered 
& if so, I’ll buy it like the next fan!    
 

FUNNILY ENOUGH, I BUMPED INTO A 
COUPLE OF WELL-KNOWN LOCAL GROUNDHOPPERS down at The Creek and we 

got talking about programmes, but neither of them looked at on-line programmes 
at all because they were old school (so am I!), so I gave them a list of reasons as 
to why we ended up going on line, but then I added, “…….ALTHOUGH THAT MIGHT 

CHANGE NEXT SEASON, YOU NEVER KNOW!”    
 

Indeed!  Anyway, back to the here and now, it is all about trying to get 3 points 
today & hoping that our rivals around us all drop points – it’s what we all do, don’t 
we, although I can’t help but look ahead to our final game of the season in April 

when we travel to BIDEFORD!  That could easily become a 6-pointer!  Enjoy the 
game today & UP THE MANGOS!   Dave S        FIELD REVIEW - 3   
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WELCOME TO WILLAND ROVERS FC!    

 

Rovers from humble origins to today! 
 

Football has been played in Willand for well over 
a century. Indeed, match reports exist from as 
far back as 1907 when Willand Association 

Football Club was under the chairmanship of Dr 
Henry Tracey of the Gables. 

 
The club then played their home games at the 
Pavilion Ground; this was the field opposite the 

one and only public house in Willand, The 
Halfway House. 

 
By 1939, the Football club was still going strong 
when the world entered  another period of war; 

at this time the Club had become known as Willand Wanderers FC. During the 
years of the Second World War two members from the football club joined the 

committee of the Willand United Services Club; this was formed in 1942 to 
organise wartime events for the local community. 
 

In 1953, the club moved to its current location in Silver Street, playing in the 
Tiverton District League. Progress was continued when the club moved into the 

Devon and Exeter League, passing through the lower intermediate divisions, and 
eventually winning the Devon Cup in 1967. 
 

In 1971, the club had the foresight to purchase the Silver Street ground from a 
and land owner local farmer; at that time, there were no houses surrounding the 

ground - just orchards and fields. 
 
During the early seventies, there was promotion to the senior leagues and 

eventually into the Premier Division of the Devon and Exeter League. We were 
then playing teams such as Tiverton, Elmore, Dawlish, Heavitree, Ottery St Mary 

and Crediton, who all went on to play in the Western League. 
 
The 1972 season saw the first ever Willand Rovers programme produced with 40% 

of the sales going towards the matchday draw. There was also a refreshment 
caravan at the ground for the first time. 

 
Legend says that when the M5 Motorway was built in the 1970s, the old village 

hall had to be taken down to make way for the new road and some of the timber 
from that building which was used in the building of our first grandstand at the 
ground. In fact, as the ground has been reshaped in more recent years some of 

this timber can still be seen in our Main Grandstand by virtue of it being re-used 
to form the front row of seats. 

 
Despite having built a grandstand, in 1985 the Devon & Exeter League ruled that 
the facilities were not up to the required standard for a Premier Division team: the 

club was consequently demoted to the Senior Division, whilst the Reserves went 
to play in the North Devon League.   (FIELD REVIEW – 4) 



 

In 1986, the clubhouse – part of the present 
building – and changing rooms were built. With 

these facilities in place, the club was able to 
attract a wider range of quality players 

resulting in soon winning promotion back into 
the Premier Division. 
 

In 1992, Rovers became founder members of 
the Devon County League and they had the 

honour of hosting the first ever County League 
match. In attendance for that opening game 
was Mr Bert Millichip, then the Chairman of the 

Football Association. 
 

Clive Jones then became the first team 
manager & our rise continued apace. The County League was won in 1998/99 & 
again in 2000/01. 

 
This was followed by promotion to the Western League Division One & after just 

3 years, the club was promoted again into the Western League Premier Division. 
 

Clive Jones’ very successful tenure came to an end in 2013 when Scott Rogers 
took the helm. He presided over the team for two campaigns with his swansong 
guiding the team to victory in the Les Phillips Cup final in May 2015, with success 

against Barnstaple Town at Bridport. 
 

The current manager, Russell Jee, is very well known & respected at the club, 
having been a player here for many years. He is ably assisted by David Steele, 
another long-term servant with a distinguished Rovers playing career behind him. 

 
Russell and Dave have continued the success of their predecessors, ultimately 

leading the team as they became the 2018/19 Champions of the Toolstation 
Western League to gain promotion to the Southern Football League: no one will 
forget the final league match of the season away at Bitton and the jubilant scenes 

that followed the final whistle! 
 

During our recent history there have been a number of excellent runs in both the 
FA Vase and FA Cup. 
 

The FA Cup highlight undoubtedly being in 2014, a run that took the team to the 
fourth qualifying round and a meeting here at Silver Street where very nearly 

1,000 people, and the BBC Radio Devon outside broadcast team, were present to 
see Scott Rogers’ side go out 3-1 to Gosport Borough. They, in turn, went out in 
the next round, beaten by Colchester United. 

 
More recently in the FA Vase, in the 2018/19 season under Russell Jee, the Rovers 

reached the Quarter Final stage where they were narrowly beaten by Cray Valley 
Paper Mill, in front of a crowd nearly 1000 strong. Off the pitch, the rise of the 
club has been every bit as extraordinary as the action on it! Under Chairman Mike 

Mitchell Silver Street has seen plenty of ground improvements & developments in 
recent years.       (FIELD REVIEW – 5) 



 

The clubhouse has been overhauled & 
expanded, purpose made new changing rooms 

installed, a new seated grandstand installed & 
covered terrace stands erected. These 

improvements have given the club a stadium to 
be truly proud of. 
 

PAST PLAYERS…..  
 

The club have had a number of fine players 
wearing the shirt of “The Rovers“ – which 
incidentally started as white, later changed to 

orange and is now back to the original club 
colour 

of 
white – including four Wembley winners, 
Kevin Smith, Steve Hynds, Phil Everett 

and of course Scott Rogers (pictured 
right), all of whom appeared there for 

Tiverton Town in the FA Vase. Phil is 
actually a double Vase winner, former 

Non-League Footballer of the Year and 
has represented the FA against Jersey. 
 

Another Wembley connection for the club 
is former Exeter City and Tiverton Town 

legend, Hedley Steele, who played in 
Tiverton Town’s first, and losing, FA Vase final team; he was in the Willand side 
that won the County League in 1998-9. Hedley is without doubt a Mid Devon 

Footballing legend, who can be regularly seen attending the home Rovers games 
where he is able to support his son David. 

 
Other local notables to have graced “The Rovers” colours include Steve Rowlands, 
Martin Tregedeon, Mark Seatherton, who undoubtedly is one of the areas greatest 

ever goal scorers, Jason Reeves, Gavin Hudd, Nick Howe, Darren Cork, Steve 
Venner, Phil Staddon and long serving goalkeeper, Brian Cann. 

 
AND AS FOR THE FUTURE…. 
 

So, Willand Rovers stand proudly ply their trade in the Southern Football League 
Division One South, the fourth tier of non-league football. This is the highest point 

the club has reached in the football pyramid in its short history. 
 
The forthcoming years will bring a different set of challenges, not least the decision 

as to whether the Stan Robinson Stadium can be upgraded to meet the 
requirements of the next step up the football pyramid, promotion to the Premier 

Division of the famous and historic Southern League. This would see us playing at 
the same level as some very big and famous non-league clubs such as Truro City, 
Salisbury City, Taunton Town, Dorchester Town and Tiverton Town to name just 

a few! Dizzy heights indeed, but we must have a goal and something to aim for … 
so let’s aim high!       FIELD REVIEW - 6 



 

 
Off the pitch, the thriving clubhouse continues to help provide vital funding 

through social events, parties and being used by local organisations serving the 
community. We also wouldn’t have achieved the success we have in recent years 

without the support and backing all our sponsors and the local business 
community. We say to you a BIG THANK YOU to you all. 
 

There is still a hunger within the club for even more success as “The Rovers” seek 
to maintain the impetus of the last few years. The story goes on, as the dream 

continues to unfold – WATCH THIS SPACE! 

Silver Street, home of Willand Rovers FC 

 

WILLAND ROVERS FC PEN PICTURES 
 
George BURTON (GK) 

Experienced keeper at this level having been with Torquay United, Farnborough 
Town & Woking, to name a few clubs in the past, a very vocal and assured 

gloveman. Was released by Torquay United when the Covid pandemic started, has 
been renovating his farmhouse and creating a pig farming empire. 
 

Josh SEARLE (RB) 
Josh has joined from Taunton Town, since arriving he has shown his versatility by 

filling in on both flanks and in both full back positions. Good athlete and two 
footed. Josh is now in his 5th season with us, having already played in 140 games 
for the club. 
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Ryan GUPPY (CB)  
Ryan has recently converted to centre back, 

talented, quick left footed defender. Now 
starting his 7th season with the club with some 

260 appearances already in the bank 
 
Adam HILL (CB) 

Hilly is now starting his 6th season with us - Mr 
Consistent, a fans favourite who keeps winning 

the supporters’ Player of the Year award & has 
now played over 220 matches for Willand. 
 

Kieran BAILEY (CB) 
Kieran has joined from Shepton Mallet and he 

played previously for Chard in the Western 
league. He loves to moan about his full back and central midfield players in front 
of him. Kieran is very assured on the ball. 

 
Matt WOOD (CB) 

Matt is a young defender with an international pedigree having represented 
English Colleges on a tour to Italy. Matt was at the Exeter City academy from the 

age of 10 until he was 16 where he was Captain of his age group. 
 
Will RICHARDS (LB) 

Will has also returned to Willand after leaving Exeter City he had a brief spell with 
us before trying his luck at Bideford. Recently has been playing his footie in the 

Devon league. Sweet left foot compliments his mazy runs.  Known as The Wizard 
due to trickery on the ball. 

 

David STEELE (MID) (pictured left) 
Veteran midfielder, who has played either 

for us or Tiverton for the past 22 years, 
very adaptable, uses that knowledge to 
good effect great communicator and 

Assistant Manager. David has also chalked 
up 150 goals for the club making the clubs 

leading goal scorer ever, which is not bad 
for a lad who played at the back. 
 

Mitch McCANN (MID) 
Mitch has arrived from Paignton, as a 

youngster he was on Torquay United and 
Yeovil’s books, he has natural balance 
touch and technique alongside a steely will 

to win, he will certainly compliment the other central midfield players 
 

Glenn GOULD (MID) 
Glenn now in his 4th season with the club having chalked up over 100 appearances; 
a strong combative midfielder, who can also adapt and slot into the back line. 

Fancy himself as a card sharp. 
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Travis YULE-TURNER (FWD) 
Travis has arrived from Weston Super Mare; he 

is a young but exciting right winger; he is a 
good dribbler with the ball and has electrifying 

pace. 
       

  

Bailey KEMPSTER (FWD) 
Bailey has signed on a season-long loan from 

Weston Super Mare & he is calm and composed 
on the ball. He rarely gives the ball away and 
has excellent technique. 

 
Ben GRIFFITHS (FWD) 

Another young recruit from Weston. Ben is a 
natural goal scorer - whether in the box or outside, he will hit the target. 
 

Jack RICE (FWD) 
Jack is another arrival from North Devon having played for both Barnstaple and 

Bideford. Energetic striker who can play in the 10 position or as the main striker. 
 

Louis JAGGER CANE (FWD) 
Louis is lightening quick striker who has played in the Exeter league with Topsham 
Town and the Western league with Buckland Athletic. Will terrify defenders with 

how quick he is. 
 

Noah COPPIN (FWD) 
Noah has excellent pedigree having played for Bridgwater, Taunton Town and 
Chippenham Town. His is a strong athletic striker who has an eye for goal. 

 
Russell JEE (MANAGER) 

Russ was with Exeter City, has played 
for the likes of Bideford in the past. Took 
over as manager five seasons ago. His 

knowledge of the league and local 
football is second to none. In our last full 

season, Russ has led the club to a 
historic ¼ final of the FA Vase, the Les 
Phillip Cup Final and winners of the 

Western League. He has installed in the 
team the benefits of playing exciting 

football, with 150 goals scored last 
season, which shows we are a side that 
likes to entertain. He is now looking for 

to pitting his wits against the Southern 
League teams whilst still trying to play a 

brand of exciting football. 
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WHAT THE PAPERS SAY 

 

“GOT TO SAY THIS, THE ROVERS WIN AND THE CITY LOSE, NEVER FELT MORE 
LIKE SINGING THE BLUES - SORRY!”  A text message sent by former Mangos 

programme seller Keith Hack to three different Bristol City fans with Mango 
connections on 15 January 2022, after the Rovers beat Hartlepool 2-0 with 2 late 
goals, whilst the City were getting hammered at 6-2 at Fulham (who are fast 

becoming another Norwich – awash with parachute payments, too good for the 
Championship and not good enough for the Premier league). 

 
I have it on good authority that not one of the City fans sent any kind of reply to 
Keith afterwards, as they were still licking their wounds, but I can categorically 

guarantee that the next time the City win & the Rovers get hammered on the 
same day, then Keith’s in-box for text messages will become extremely busy! 

 
“YOUNG PLAYERS WHO HAD BEEN INVOLVED IN THE FA CUP ARE NOT 
NECESSARILY READY TO BE THROWN IN AT PREMIER LEAGUE LEVEL. JUST 

BECAUSE YOU HAVE A NUMBER OF PLAYERS IN YOUR SQUAD OR AT THE CLUB 
ANYWAY DOES NOT MEAN THEY ARE READY FOR THE FIRST TEAM. YOU ALSO 

HAVE THE INTEGRITY OF THE LEAGUE TO CONSIDER.  THAT IS VERY IMPORTANT. 
WE HAD JUST 8 FIT SENIOR PLAYERS AND IT IS NOT AS IF I AM SOMEONE WHO 
DOESN’T PLAY YOUNG PLAYERS. IF I DON’T PUT THEM IN THE FIRST TEAM, IT IS 

BECAUSE I DON’T THINK THEY ARE READY”.  The words of Leicester City boss  
Brendan Rodgers (pictured), as quoted in the Metro on 14 January 2022, as he 

pushed for Leicester’s game at Everton on 18 
January to be postponed because of a mixture 
of Covid, injuries & players away on 

international duties. 
 

Another Premier League boss having a moan, 
by the sound of it! There have been too many 
PL games called off this term because of Covid 

& injuries in particular & for me, it’s wearing a 
bit thin now.  Tottenham v Arsenal last week was another one – same reasons as 

Leicester – followed by Burnley v Watford on Tuesday, and it didn’t sit too well 
with many neutral fans, or even with Tottenham in particular, because it was felt 
that too many clubs were using loopholes in the rules to get games called off far 

too easily, simply because they can’t put out the side they wanted to on the day.   
 

It’s all very well, too, for Brendan Rodgers going on about the “integrity of the 
Premier League” being affected either, should clubs have to put out sides with 

inexperienced young players in their ranks, but if you look at it from the other 
angle, I’d say “the integrity of the PL” is being affected by these teams screaming 
“Call it off!” far too often, using what some might think is any old excuse not to 

play whatever game it might be.  In the lower leagues, or even non-league, clubs 
there would simply get on with it & put out a side as best they could. Young players 

have to gain experience, don’t they, and they only way they’re going to get that 
experience is by playing regularly in the First Team, and not just in occasional 
games when some top managers end up fielding a “Squad XI”. 

 
Just get on with it, Brendan, and stop bleating!   FIELD REVIEW - 10             



 

COLEMANBALLS! 
 

These are always good for a giggle, even if they are X years old! 
 

WITHIN A COUPLE OF MINUTES, HE HAD SCORED TWO GOALS IN A TWO-MINUTE 
PERIOD – Alan Parry 

 

FOR A PLAYER TO ASK FOR A TRANSFER HAS 
OPENED EVERYBODY’S EYEBROWS – Bobby 

Robson 
 
THE SCORE IS MIDDLESBROUGH 1, 

MIDDLESBROUGH 0 AND MIDDLESBROUGH 
HAVE NOW GONE ELEVEN MATCHES WWITHOUT 

A WIN – David Coleman (pictured) 
 
JOHN BOND’S SMILE IS ALWAYS VERY, VERY 

GOOD RADIO – Mike Ingham 
 

MILLS IS JUST MICKEY MILLS AND HAS BEEN 
MICKEY MILLS SINCE THE YEAR DOT – Bobby Robson 
 

AFTER A GOALLESS FIRST HALF, THE SCORE AT HALF TIME IS 0-0 – Brian Moore 
 

AND KEEGAN WAS THERE LIKE A SURGEON’S KNIFE – BANG! – Bryan Butler 
 
SPORTING LISBON IN THEIR GREEN AND WHITE HOOPED SHIRTS, THEY LOOK 

LIKE A TEAM OF ZEBRAS – Peter Jones 
 

SO FAR, VILLA HAVE ONLY TROUBLED BRADSHAW TWICE, WITH SHOTS THAT 
DID NOT TROUBLE HIM – Larry Canning 
 

WITHOUT PICKING OUT INDIVIDUALS, I THOUGHT GARY STANLEY DID VERY 
WELL INDEED – Anonymous 

 
EVEN WHEN YOU ARE DEAD, YOU SHOULDN’T LIE DOWN AND LET YOURSELF BE 
BURIED – Gordon Lee 

 
I’D LIKE TO HAVE SEEN TONY MORLEY LEFT ON AS A DOWN AND OUT WINGER – 

Jimmy Armfield 
 

GARY BAILEY HAD TO CHOOSE TONIGHT TO MISS OUT ON SAVING THAT – David 
Coleman  
 

AND SO TOTTENHAM IN THE LAST TWO YEARS HAVE NEVER LEFT LONDON, BUT 
NOW THEY’VE BEEN DRAWN AWAY FROM HOME TO MEET CHELSEA – Brian Butler 

 
I WOULDN’T MIND BEING A FLY ON LARRY LLOYD’S SHORTS – Martin Johnson 
 

I PROMISE RESULTS, NOT PROMISES – John Bond   (FIELD REVIEW – 11) 
   



 

LOOKING AHEAD TO YATE TOWN…  

 

Well coming up the week after next is our GFA Trophy Semi-Final clash with our 
Neighbours Up The Road, YATE TOWN.  The Bluebells are, of course, in the 

Southern League Premier Division these days & it is a 
while since we played them, so I thought now was a good 
a time as any to look back at our record with Yate.    

 
Please also bear in mind that there will be no on-

line programme for the Yate game. It is some 
years since we issued a programme of any kind for 
a GFA trophy tie and this season is no different in 

that respect. Next season? Who knows?  
 

Anyway, here is our official record v YATE which began 
in 2003-04 when we both played in the same division for the first time:    
 

2003-04 HOME 4-1  AWAY 0-0 
2004-05 HOME 2-1  AWAY 2-0  SL CUP AWAY 1-3 

2005-06 HOME 0-3  AWAY 2-2  GFA CUP HOME 0-3 
2006-07 HOME 0-1  AWAY 2-2 
2007-08 HOME 0-0  AWAY 0-1  SL CUP  HOME 4-1 

2008-09 HOME 1-2  AWAY 1-2  SL CUP HOME 1-2 
2009-10 HOME 1-0  AWAY 2-4  SL CUP  HOME 0-2 

        GFA CUP   HOME 3-1 
2010-11 HOME 0-1  AWAY 1-0  SL CUP  HOME 3-0 
2011-12 HOME 0-2  AWAY 2-0  SL CUP  AWAY 1-6 

2012-13 HOME 0-1  AWAY 0-1 
2013-14 HOME 1-2  AWAY 0-1  GFA CUP HOME 2-2 

        Won 4-1 on pens 
2014-15 HOME 2-2  AWAY 2-4 
2015-16 HOME 1-1  AWAY 3-3 

2016-17 HOME 3-1  AWAY 3-1  FA TPY  HOME 0-2 
        GFA C   AWAY 1-0 

2017-18 HOME 1-3  AWAY 1-1 
2018-19 HOME 1-3  AWAY 3-4 
 

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
 

That’s how it stands to date; the Bluebells were promoted 3 years ago & of course, 
the last 2 seasons were wiped out because of Covid. 

 
If you add those matches up, you’ll see why many of us have always thought that 
Yate were a bogey side of ours: 

 
P 43 W 12 D 9 L 22       

 
The difference coming up soon, however, is that we start as underdogs, as we are 
the lower league side – we have absolutely nothing to lose & I’m sure our Boyz 

will give it their best shot.  Good luck lads!      
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Mangotsfield United 

are now using a 

minibus supplied by 

Kingswood 

Community 

Transport to transport 

players to away 

matches. 
 

 

Kingswood Community Transport is a registered charity & also a company limited 

by guarantee. Support, in large part, is received from the West of England 
Combined Authority. There is a signed Service Level Agreement between 

Kingswood Community Transport & West of England Combined Authority covering 
the services we provide for users & the community. Additional revenue comes from 
group hire, provided to affiliated user groups, and from charitable donations & 

other small grants. 
 

Volunteers play an absolutely essential part, and contribute in a major way, to the 
success of Kingswood Community Transport, and without their support only a 
fraction of the services that we deliver could continue to be delivered. Currently, 

there are over 40 volunteers helping Kingswood Community Transport to deliver 
its services covering driving vehicles, office support & helping group bookings etc. 

Kingswood Community Transport provides accessible vehicles for people who 
cannot easily use public transport or who are transport-disadvantaged. 
 

KCT’s Dial-&-Ride service will allow you to visit family & friends, do your shopping, 
keep your hairdressing appointments, keep medical appointments such as 

doctors, dentists, opticians, physiotherapy etc, play an active part in the 
community as you visit local community groups or just meet a few friends at a 
local cafe, restaurant or bar. 

 
The service also covers return trips to all hospitals, although there is an additional 

charge for this service. Please speak to the office for further information. 
 
To use our Dial-&-Ride and Doctors Shuttle services, you first need to become a 

member of Kingswood Community Transport. This is easy and costs a nominal fee 
of just £22.50 per year. 

 
If you are a holder of a Diamond Travel Card, then Dial-&-Ride and Doctors Shuttle 
trips with cost you £2.00 each way or £3.00 if trip over 5 miles. 

 
For all members without a Diamond Travel Card the cost is £3.00 each way or 

£4.00 if trip over 5 miles. 
 

For more information, please call 0117 961 6016. We are open Monday to Friday 
9am to 4:30pm, or visit https://www.kingswoodct.org.uk   (FIELD REVIEW – 14) 
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MANGOTSFIELD UNITED FC FIXTURES 
 
DATES-FIXTURES-RESULTS-ATTENDANCES-SCORERS – SEASON 2021-2022 

 

THE PITCHING IN SOUTHERN LEAGUE DIVISION ONE SOUTH (PISL1S)  

 

14/08 SHOLING   PISL1S Home  0-2 126 

17/08 Evesham United   PISL1S Away  1-2 280 Own goal 

21/08 TAVISTOCK   FACPR Home  3-0 200 Nderemani 2, Towler 

28/08 PLYMOUTH PARKWAY PISL1S Home  0-6 147 

30/08 Bristol Manor Farm  PISL1S Away  0-2 311 

04/09 Frome Town   FAC1Q Away  0-1 392 

11/09 LARKHALL ATHLETIC PISL1S Home   1-4 222 Humphries 

18/09 Willand Rovers   PISL1S Away  1-1 095 Nderemani  

25/09 Highworth Town   PISL1S Away  0-2 143 

28/09 AFC TOTTON   PISL1S Home  0-5 103 

02/10 CINDERFORD TOWN  PISL1S Home  3-1 101 AF, WN, OH                                                                                                                         

05/10 MELKSHAM TOWN  LCR1 Home  0-6 093   

09/10 Willand Rovers   BFT2Q Away  1-2 138 Cattermole 

23/10 MELKSHAM TOWN  PISL1S Home  0-2 200 

30/10 Lymington Town   PISL1S Away  0-3 098 

06/11 PAULTON ROVERS  PISL1S Home  2-4 103 Simpson 2 -  

09/11 Bristol Manor Farm  GFAT Away  4-0 186 Simpson 2, WN,  DM 

13/11 BIDEFORD   PISL1S Home  3-1 125 Simpson 2, McBeam 

16/11 EVESHAM UNITED  PISL1S Home  3-2 145 Simpson 3 

20/11 Sholing    PISL1S Away  1-4 123 Humphries 

27/11 Frome Town   PISL1S Away  0-3 401 

04/12 BARNSTAPLE TOWN  PISL1S Home  2-2 128 Simpson McBeam (p) 

11/12 Cirencester Town   PISL1S Away  2-2 174 Simpson, McBeam (p) 

18/12 WINCHESTER CITY  PISL1S Home  2-4 127 WN, McBeam (p) 

27/12 BRISTOL MANOR FARM PISL1S Home  0-3 347 

01/01 Slimbridge   PISL1S Away  5-3 193 DM 2, HH, LS, JC 

08/01 HIGHWORTH TOWN  PISL1S Home  Postponed – waterlogged pitch  

15/01 Larkhall Athletic   PISL1S Away  Postponed – Larkhall in FA Trophy 

22/01 WILLAND ROVERS  PISL1S Home 

29/01  AFC Totton   PISL1S Away 

01/02 YATE TOWN   GFATSF Home     

05/02 Cinderford Town   PISL1S Away 

12/02 

19/02 Melksham Town   PISL1S Away 

26/02 LYMINGTON TOWN  PISL1S Home 

05/03 Barnstaple Town   PISL1S Away 

12/03 

19/03 FROME TOWN   PISL1S Home 

26/03 Winchester City   PISL1S Away 

02/04 CIRENCESTER TOWN  PISL1S Home 

09/04 Paulton Rovers   PISL1S Away 

16/04 Plymouth Parkway  PISL1S Away 

18/04 SLIMBRIDGE   PISL1S Home 

23/04 Bideford    PISL1S Away 

27/04     Play-Off Semi-Final 

30/04     Championship Matches 

02/05     Play-Off Final 

        

Key: AF – Andre Freckleton, OH – Owen Humphries, WN – Wayne 

Nderemani,  DM – Daniel McBeam, HH – Harry Haughton, LS – Luke Smith,  

JC – Joe Cattermole                                         
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MUFC YOUTH TEAM NEWS 
          

South West Counties Youth League 

On Saturday 8th January, “The Field” travelled to New College 
Swindon and returned home with all three points with a 
convincing 7-0 win in the only league match played that 

week. In the Gary Else Cup Torquay United, who knocked the 
Field out of the competition, won their semi-final against 

their hosts Wimborne Town 3-1, whilst the other semi-final 
Swindon Super Marine have been given a home walkover 
against their opponents Paulton Rovers.  

 
Last week (Jan 15th), Mangotsfield had a free weekend as a result of the odd 

number of teams in the league, but three games did take place. Torquay had a 2-
0 win on the road over Bridgwater, which saw them knock Mangotsfield off 2nd 
place in the league, as they inflicted the first defeat of the season on their hosts. 

Paulton Rovers recorded their 2nd league win of the season with a 2-1 home win 
over Bath City which saw them move off the bottom of the table, whilst Yeovil 

Town enjoyed a comfortable 4-1 home win over Wimborne Town. 
 
This morning, our youngsters were scheduled to host bottom placed Paulton 

Rovers so hopefully would have picked up all three points, whilst Bridgwater were 
hosts to other league strugglers New College Swindon. Torquay entertained Yeovil 

Town, whilst Wimborne were at home to Bath City. 
  
LEAGUE TABLE (Up to and including Saturday 15th January) 

 
1 Bridgwater United FC U18   10 8 1  1 25 

2 Torquay United Youth U18    9 7 1  1 22 

3  Mangotsfield United U18 Youth U18  10 7 1  2 22 

4 Swindon Supermarine Youth FC U18  10 6 1  3 19 

5 Yeovil Town FC       9 5 0  4 15 

6 Bath City FC U18      9 3 2  4 11 

7 Wimborne Town FC U18 SWCYL   10 3 0  7  9 

8 Paulton Rovers FC U18     12 2 0 10  6 

9 New College Swindon (Academy) U18  11 1 0 10  3 
 

UPCOMING FIXTURES 

 

SWCL 22/01/22 10:30  Mangotsfield Utd U18 v Paulton Rovers FC U18  

SWCL 29/01/22 10:30  Wimbourne Town U18 v Mangotsfield United U18   

SWCL 05/02/22 10:30  Mangotsfield United U18 v Torquay United U18   

SWCL  12/02/22 10:30 Mangotsfield United U18 v Bath City FC U18   

SWCL  19/02/22 10:30 Swindon Supermarine U18 v Mangotsfield United U18 

SWCL  26/02/22 10:30 Bridgwater United U18 v Mangotsfield United U18   

 

Home games played at SGS WISE campus (South Gloucestershire and Stroud 

College) New Rd, Stoke Gifford, Bristol BS34 8LP 10.30 kick off. 
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Western Counties Floodlight 
Youth League 

 

Following a three week break due to Covid 
concerns, the League Management Committee 

have considered current Government guidance & 
decided to restart the league and cup programme 

from Monday 10th January. Unfortunately, due to 

the adverse weather our League fixture against 
Street on 10th January was postponed, as was the Bristol Manor Farm Vs 

Winscombe fixture. In the only game to be played, Clevedon increased their 
lead at the top of the table as they beat Weston-Super-Mare 4-3. 

  
Last week saw a break in League action as clubs were involved in The Roger 

Stone Memorial Cup. Last Monday we played host to North division outfit 
Keynsham Town and comfortably won 3-0 with all three goals coming in the 

first half. On the same evening, Odd Down beat Portishead with the same 
scoreline, whilst Bristol Manor Farm beat Chard Town 9-0. 

 
The next scheduled fixture for Mangotsfield is on Monday 31st January here 

at Cossham Street as we host Bristol Manor Farm, but we do have three 
matches which have to be re-arranged, so any changes will be announced 

on social media or the club website: 

https://www.pitchero.com/clubs/mangotsfieldunited 

 

 
PREMIER DIVISION LEAGUE TABLE 

 (up to and Including Monday 3 January 2022) 
  
1 Clevedon Town  8 7 0 1 39 12 27 21 
2 Bristol Manor Farm  7 5 0 2 31 7 24 15 
3 Mangotsfield United  7 4 0 3 18 11   7 12 
4 Odd Down   8 3 1 3 10 24       -14 10 
5 Street    5 3 0 2 11 16  -5  9 
6 Weston Super Mare  7 1 1 5 8 23       -15  4 
7 Winscombe   6 0 0 6 3 27 -24  0 
 

REMAINING FIXTURES 
   
Cup 17/01/22   19:45   Mangotsfield United v Keynsham Town  

L         31/01/22   19:45   Mangotsfield United  v   Bristol Manor Farm 

L 07/02/22   19:45   Mangotsfield United  v   Weston Super Mare 

 

TBA     Mangotsfield United   v       Clevedon Town 

TBA Odd Down   v        Mangotsfield Utd 

TBA Mangotsfield United  v  Street 
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COMING SOON TO COSSHAM STREET……… 

 

 

TUESDAY 1 FEBRUARY 2022 AT 7.30PM 
 
GLOUCESTERSHIRE FA CHALLENGE TROPHY SEMI-FINAL   

 
MANGOTSFIELD UNITED v YATE TOWN  

 
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
 

SATURDAY 26 FEBRUARY 2022 AT 3.00PM 
 

PITCHING IN SOUTHERN LEAGUE DIV ONE SOUTH  
 
MANGOTSFIELD UNITED v LYMINGTON TOWN 
 
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

 
SATURDAY 19 MARCH 2022 AT 3.00PM 
 

PITCHING IN SOUTHERN LEAGUE DIV ONE SOUTH  
 

MANGOTSFIELD UNITED v FROME TOWN 
 
 

COSSHAM CHATTER…….COSSHAM CHATTER 

 
MANGOTSFIELD UNITED FOOTBALL CLUB are grateful to Gary Hillard of the local 

family-run business Doug Hillard Sports for DONATING our FIRST TEAM KIT for 

this season. Located just 2½ miles away at 647 Fishponds Road, this Sports shop 

supplies our Club Shop with much of our stock. THANK YOU!! 
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Following reconsideration, the supporters 

club will continue to run until the end of 
the season, but unfortunately the Golden 

Goal Tickets will no longer be available. 
We will however continue with match-day 

raffles following Saturday/Bank holiday 

afternoon matches. 
 

The Christmas Grand raffle was held 
following our fixture against Bristol Manor 

Farm on Boxing Day (27th December) 

The Supporters Club raised over 

£230 thanks to everyone’s generosity, 
so, a HUGE Thank you to everyone for your kind donations of prizes and 

for everyone who bought “a square” or two. 
 

 

The Lucky Winners were:  
 

170  Jez Johnson  Food Hamper 

214  Brian Thomas Zealot’s Heart Handmade Gin  

24    Kate Bishop Roses Chocolates 

121  Ellie Brockton Foxs Fabulous Choc Biscuits 

44  Shaun mullan Echo Falls White wine 

13  Mike Hamilton Tin Sweet Shop Favourite’s 

40  Fran Jenkins Box Celebrations Chocolate 

183  Dan Leaworthy Jar Jelly Beans 

171  Adam Ricketts Bottle Bucks Fizz 

156  Rupesh Dairy Box Chocolates 

103   Dave Jones Tub Roses Chocolates 
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The December 50 Club draw was drawn on Boxing Day.  

The lucky winners were: 1st Andy Milne£100, 2nd Gail Milne £50, and 3rd 
Roger Coles £25.          

50 Club Members 

1 Shaun Mullen 21 Gary Phillips 

2 Tony Hannan 22 Shaun Lecrass 

3 Pat Mckeown 23 Gail Milne 

4 Supporters Club 24 Roger Williams 

5 Mike Hamilton 25 Ron Loftus 

6 Paul Box 26 Roger Coles 

7 Keith Hack 27  

8 Tracy Lecrass 28  

9 Andy Milne 29  

10 Richard Tomkins 30  

11 Martin Preedy  Monthly Winners 

12 John Wells Aug 1.Supporters Club 2. Don Carter 3. Mike Hamilton 

13 Dave Follows Sept 1. Gary Phillips 2. Rich Tomkins 3. Pete Selway 

14 Steve Brown Oct 1. John Wells 2. Tony Hannan 3. Mike Richardson 

15 Terry Stevens Nov 1.Steve brown 2.Gary Phillips 3.Terry Stevens 

16 Steve Porter Dec 1. Andy Milne 2. Gail Milne 3. Roger Coles 

17 Don J Carter Jan Draw scheduled Sat 22nd Jan 

18 Mike Richardson Feb Draw scheduled Sat 26th Feb 

19 Players Mar Draw scheduled Sat 2nd April 

20 Bob Maggs Apr  

                  Draw scheduled Mon 18th April 
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In an ideal world, this first one should really have been used before now, but here 
it is anyway: 

 
A VERY, VERY BELATED HAPPY NEW Year to you all and firstly, we must 

ask: Is everything OK in the Premier League? 
  
It’s been difficult to open a newspaper, listen to the radio or watch the TV without 

hearing a top-flight boss moaning about playing too many games over the festive 
period, bleating about a lack of players, not being able to use five subs in a game 

or even the League Cup schedule clogging up the calendar. 
 
Apparently, there is also concern about the fixture 

congestion after 18 games needed to be postponed 
in recent weeks. Although there was some welcome 

relief that UEFA will allow games to be played on the 
same nights as Champions League matches. Phew! 
 

That sound you can hear is a collective laugh from 
Non-League as a whole, including fixture secretaries 

who might lose twice that amount of games to bad 
weather in the space of three days.  
 

Look, it’s easy to take pot shots at the whinging 
managers. When they are paid as well as they are, have access to the best 

facilities in elite sports and can rotate their squads far more easily than they let 
on, they probably deserve a bit of dig in the ribs. 
 

Non-League managers and players will have a wry smile when thinking about the 
schedules their players, all while working proper day jobs around it, go through. 

 
I’ve always felt that if those at the top of the game are concerned about player 
welfare, then it should be listened to. It should also be pointed out that the TV 

money they benefit from is based on the fact they have to play a lot of games, 
particularly around the Christmas period where demand is high. 

 
But Christmas 2021 has also shown the interest for Non-League football, with 

crowds booming across the Pyramid. Four-figure crowds suddenly don’t seem all 
that unusual at Steps 4, 5 and even 6.  
 

And that’s key for clubs to boost the coffers. Festive football is such an important 
money spinner for all Non-League clubs, where the pounds across the turnstiles 

and the second spend in the bar is so crucial.  
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Fans flocking to grounds can probably be put down to a combination of factors. 
Apathy at the cost of higher football, thirst for live sport, people feeling 

comfortable in lower crowds are no doubt among a number of reasons. 
 

Hopefully people have also seen enough that they want to return regularly. There 
are plenty of games to come this season. And after the last two seasons were hit 
by Covid, you won’t hear much moaning about it down here. 

  
(Written by Matthew Badcock) 

 
EDITOR’S NOTE: 
 

In that article, the author talked of the schedules 
that non-league clubs have to face.  Well, those of 

us who followed MUFC when we reached the FA 
Vase Semi-Finals in 1995-96 will remember only 
too well the schedule we had once we had been 

knocked out by Lancashire side Clitheroe – 
especially as we still had umpteen Great Mills 

League matches to play, plus we were still in the 
Somerset Premier & Les Phillips Cups: 

 
16 Mar CLITHEROE  FAVSF1 H 1-0 
23 Mar Clitheroe  FAVSF2 A 0-2 aet 

27 Mar Bristol City  SPCSF  A 1-0  (at Clevedon) 
30 Mar Backwell United GML  A 0-0 

02 Apr TIVERTON TOWN GML  H 2-0 
05 Apr BRISLINGTON GML  H 3-1 
06 Apr Tiverton Town LPCSF  A 0-1 

09 Apr Elmore  GML  A 4-0 
11 Apr Odd Down  GML  A 2-2 

13 Apr Bideford  GML  A 1-0 
14 Apr Barnstaple Town GML  A 5-1 
16 Apr Paulton Rovers GML  A 0-1 

17 Apr Bristol M Farm GML  A 2-0 
20 Apr BACKWELL UTD GML  H 0-1 

21 Apr Bridport  GML  A 2-1 
24 Apr Frome Town  GML  A 1-0 
27 Apr Tiverton Town GML  A 1-3 

01 May Taunton Town GML  A 2-0 
06 May Brislington  SPCF  A 1-1 aet, lost 6-5 on pens 

(played at Clevedon) 
 
Now THAT was one hectic schedule, wasn’t it?  I think we used every available 

player at the Club (First, Second & Third teams) to put out a side & I don’t 
seriously think there was anyone who played in every game! Physically 

impossible, I would imagine! Some Club officials would have attended every game 
though & maybe some fans too.  Fair play to anyone who did, because they spent 
most of April on the road somewhere! So, can you imagine Premier League 

players doing a schedule like that? No, me neither!  
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And here’s the second article: By Jon 
Couch, first issued in early January:  

 
THEY say that football and 

politics should never mix – just 
ask the officials at Chester FC 
last week. 

 
In a bizarre twist to start the New 

Year, the National League North 
Blues have been dragged into a 
Covid border war with both English 

and Welsh governments claiming 
authority on its jurisdiction. 

 
As you may know, the club’s Deva 
Stadium straddles the English/Welsh 

border but although Chester is an 
English football club, based in an English city and playing in an English league, the 

ground, although owned by Cheshire West and Cheshire Council is, apparently, 
governed by Welsh regulations. 
 

Last week, the Blues were presented with a joint letter from North Wales Police 
and Flintshire County Council informing them of potential Welsh Coronavirus 

Regulations breaches for their home games against AFC Fylde on December 28 
and AFC Telford United on January 2. 
 

As a result, the club have now informed supporters that further potential breaches 
could be brought if it continued to play home fixtures with crowds while the current 

restrictions in Wales are in place. Strict new rules mean that live sport in the 
country can only be attended by 50 people, as the likes of Wrexham and Merthyr 
Town are, as it stands, having to abide by. 

 
Chester chiefs are currently seeking legal advice but, ultimately, it could mean 

Chester having to play homes games behind closed doors until Welsh regulations 
are eased or lifted. 

 
For Chester, playing to an empty Deva Stadium isn’t an option, as vice-chairman 
Jim Green warned. 

 
“I think all parties need to take a step back, reflect and take some more legal 

advice,” he said. “The implications of this decision and outcome are very 
significant.       (FIELD REVIEW – 25) 



 

 “It’s not viable for us to play without fans in the stadium so it’s going to need 
some cool heads and common-sense thinking.”   

 
What a bizarre situation this is. Pubs and clubs remain open and supporters are 

still free to pile onto 
coaches and cross the 
border to watch their 

away games. 
 

In theory, Chester 
could erect a big screen 
in their car park and let 

thousands of fans 
attend to watch a game 

being played yards 
away. 
 

The situation all makes 
for a very frustrating 

situation, with the 
Blues seeking legal 

advice to confirm their 
stance. 
 

Chester have clearly 
been caught in some 

serious crossfire here 
as the British nations 
try to learn to live with 

Covid without having to 
shut down entirely. 

 
For everyone’s sake 
though, I just hope 

that common sense 
prevails and Chester 

are left alone to carry 
on safely as normal, 
without being used as a 

political football for 
parliamentary bigwigs. 
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PHOTOCALL: ACTION v SLIMBRIDGE 1/1/22 
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AND ANOTHER THING - 1!! 
 

Now we all know that a certain subject within top level football has been banned 
from being mentioned in the FIELD REVIEW this season, because otherwise, this 

column at least would be filled with this particular “aspect of football” every single 
time I write this column (like the past year or two then!!) It is soooooo hard though 
not to mention this particular “aspect of football” one way or another, but I can’t 

mention it directly – so I will get around this editorial ruling & mention it indirectly 
instead!  I’ll say just 5 words then, relating to a recent match between 2 Premier 

League clubs, and you can then draw your own conclusions as to what I’m getting 
at, and what my likely view of it all would be, once you realise what incident I 
refer to. Ready then?  Here are the 5 words: 

 
THREE AND A HALF MINUTES 

 
Yes, I’m sure you know exactly what I’m talking about now!  If you don’t, then I’ll 
be amazed. Maybe there will be an occasion soon when I refer to a length of time 

even longer than that!  You never know with this particular “aspect of football”……  
 

JUST A FEW QUICKIES:  The surprise 
£25m transfer of striker Chris 
Wood (pictured) from Burnley to 

Newcastle made us wonder a little, 
didn’t it?  A player goes from one 

relegation-threatened club to another 
relegation-threatened club. But then 
look at the differences:  Burnley – 

small town club, small fan base, low 
playing budget; Newcastle – big city 

club, 50,000 crowds every week, richest club in the world, so money is no 
object…..a bit of a no-brainer in the end, I guess!  Three thoughts however: He 
is a proven Championship striker so it makes complete sense; Newcastle have just 

weakened a relegation rival; and Steve Bruce might well have been slaughtered 
by the Toon fans if HE had bought a player like Chris Wood!....... Another thing 

is interesting, though, about this transfer.  What is Newcastle’s final game of 
the season?  Yes, you got it right first time.  BURNLEY AWAY!  You couldn’t make 
it up, could you?  What a game that MIGHT be if the 2 clubs are still battling 

against relegation with one game to 
go – and Chris Wood gets the 

winner???......  
And then there was Rafa Benitez 

(pictured), sacked by Everton 
after losing to Norwich!  There was 
more to it than that, of course, there 

were a number of reasons, but most 
people will only remember the fact 

that he lost to Norwich, one of the 
worst sides in the Premier League for 
some years!        

   FIELD REVIEW - 28 
 



 

AND ANOTHER THING - 2!!  
 

THE THIRD ROUND OF THE FA CUP has always been one 
of THE best days of the football season – it was years ago 

when we all huddled around a radio at about 1pm to hear 
the draw live, and it still is a big moment today, even 
though it is televised now.   

 
We KNOW that many teams field “weakened” sides, or 

Squad XI sides, and that often applies to lower league 
clubs in Rounds 1 & 2 as well; We KNOW that attendances 
can be small these days, compared to the expected full 

houses of years ago, (such as when I was 11, I was in 
the 38,017 crowd at Ashton Gate to watch Bristol City v 

Southampton in the 4th Round); we KNOW that clubs 
have other priorities these days; and we KNOW that the 

FA Cup has fallen down the rankings somewhat, for the bigger clubs at least, who 

are far more concerned with the Premier League, Europe & so on.   
 

For me, the timing of the Third Round was always important too – the first 
weekend of the new calendar year; Christmas & New Year over and what a way 
to get back to normal football & so on! 

 
So did this year’s Round 3 disappoint?  NOT A BIT!  You still had some David v 

Goliath clashes which is what the Cup is all about & some of the memories the 
fans at the smaller clubs have will never be forgotten: 
 

Cambridge United fans will never forget the time their side beat Newcastle 1-0 
at St James’s Park, home of the wealthiest club in the world, watched by 51,000; 

Shrewsbury fans will never forget the moment they took the lead at Anfield, 
even though Liverpool won 4-1 in the end; Chesterfield fans will never forget 
their away trip to the European champions, Chelsea, even though they lost 5-1; 

Morecambe fans will never forget being just 15 minutes from winning at 
Tottenham in that magnificent stadium, with 40,000 in it; and Kidderminster 

fans will never forget their boys beating Reading 2-1.  Yes, the Magic of the Cup 
is still out there. Embrace it when it happens!            
             

OK, SO LET’S HAVE A LOOK AT THE GAMES THAT ARE BE SHOWN ON TV when 
the Fourth Round of the FA Cup gets under way: 

 
Friday – Man Utd v Middlesbrough  MAN UTD YET AGAIN!!!!!!! ZZZZZZ 

Saturday – Kidderminster v West Ham  THE ONE WE ALL WANT TO SEE! 
Sunday – Tottenham v Brighton   NOT INTERESTING ENOUGH! 
Sunday – Liverpool v Cardiff City  A PREDICTABLE CHOICE! 

Sunday – Nottingham Forest v Leicester A TASTY MIDLANDS DERBY! 
Sunday – Bournemouth v Boreham Wood WHAT THE CUP IS ALL ABOUT!!  

 
Well, there’s something there for everyone, but oh, for the day, just for once, 
when Manchester United are NOT shown live!  Will that EVER happen?   

THE FIELD MARSHALL  
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See you all on TUESDAY 1 FEBRUARY 2022, here at 

The Theatre of Dreams, for the visit of YATE TOWN 

in what we call “El South Gloucestershire 

Classico”. This GFA Trophy Semi-Final game kicks 

off at 7.30pm.   

 

 
                 VERSUS 

               
 

 

01/02/22  MANGOTSFIELD UNITED v YATE TOWN  

 
And then – at the time of writing - we’re not home again until Saturday 26 
February 2022 when LYMINGTON TOWN are the visitors to Cossham Street……  
 

STOP PRESS: Welcome to new signing, central midfielder SAMUEL THOMAS, 
who has joined the Club from Toolstation League side Ashton & Backwell United.      
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   


