
 



 



 



 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  
Well, if we didn’t know it before – and I’m sure we all did anyway 
– we know now we have a real fight on our hands to avoid relegation as we enter 

the final 4 or 5 weeks left of the current Southern League campaign, and we still 
find ourselves in the bottom 3 at the time of writing 

and, therefore, very much in the danger zone.   
 
We’ve certainly enjoyed highs and lows in the last few 

weeks in our relegation battle.  There was the 
euphoria of the return of PHIL BATER as manager, 

following Ray Johnston’s departure, only to be almost 
immediately followed by the news that PHIL would not 
be able to take up the post for the foreseeable future 

due to family issues.  Everyone at MUFC continues to wish PHIL & his family well, 
of course & GLYN ASHTON is in charge of the side until things change. 

 
The 3-1 win v LYMINGTON TOWN was a much-needed & timely boost, however, 
but then we were rocked by the departure of striker KYE SIMPSON to neighbours 

Bristol Manor Farm.  The Farm had been interested in Kye for a while, we all knew 
that, and if you think about it, once Kye started scoring all those goals for us 

earlier in the season, then it wasn’t rocket science to realise that other clubs 
would start to show an interest in him! It was disappointing that we couldn’t hold 
on to him at least for the rest of the campaign, but he has chosen to move on, & 

we wish him well for the future & thank him for all his effort & goals this season. 
 

Interestingly, I note that KYE scored for the Farm in their 2-0 win v Willand Rovers 
last weekend.  
 

We then lost that proverbial “six-pointer” match at BARNSTAPLE TOWN a 
fortnight ago, 2-1 down at Mill Road.  Something perhaps we fans all dreaded, to 

be honest! We know that Barnstaple have (allegedly) “pushed the boat out 
somewhat” in recent weeks, with a higher-profile manager being appointed, and 

one or two higher-profile signings coming in as well, and their fortunes have been 
revived a little, although they are still bottom of the league. Barum are really 
having a go at saving themselves from the drop & their win over us will have 

boosted their own confidence, whilst denting ours, to an extent. 
 

But what’s done is done -we can only look forward now. GLYN ASHTON has 
brought in DEAN GRIFFITHS & JAKE SLOCOMBE to bolster our forward line 
for the final run-in & with a week’s break last week, it is all about today onwards 

now, as we approach what’s left of the season. Both lads have been here before, 
so we welcome both DEAN & JAKE to Cossham Street.    

 
Back to today then. So, who’s up next?  League leaders FROME TOWN! Bring it 
on! Remember the cry: COME ON THE FIELD!  Editor   FIELD REVIEW – 1 



 

THE INTERIM MANAGER’S NOTES 
 
Welcome to this afternoon’s fixture in the Southern League Division One South. 
We hope the players, supporters & officials of Frome Town enjoy your brief stay 

with us this afternoon & we hope you have a safe journey home.  
  

I am writing this having settled into the 

Mangotsfield ‘Hot Seat’ very quickly, well supported 
by my Assistant Matt Curry, with whom I’ve worked 

with for 5 years or more, and Ali Foale, who has 
been involved with the club in a coaching capacity 
prior to Ray Johnstone’s appointment. Our new look 

management team have been delighted with the 
reaction of the players since our involvement and 

this was evident in our impressive draw away at 
Melksham, our convincing win against Lymington in 

our previous home game, and our performance 
against Barnstaple which had it not been for some 
decisions going against us, should have resulted in 

an away win for us, or a draw at the very least.  
  

The way in which the players have reacted to what’s being asked of them 
now has been fantastic and this has given us a lot of confidence that we 
can accumulate the required number of points in our remaining 9 matches 

to keep us in this division.  
  

On the playing front, we have recently parted company with Kye Simpson 
(transferred to Bristol Manor Farm), Dan McBeam (transferred to Melksham) and 
Josiah Dunstan (released), but we have strengthened our squad by signing Bitton 

top scorer and former Mangotsfield player Dean Griffiths and Jake Slocombe 
who is Welton’s top scorer and has previous experience of playing in the Southern 

League. Jake will remain dual-signed with Welton.  
 
All in all, we are in a very strong position with our squad right now and with a very 

healthy pool of players to choose from through our strong links with SGS college 
and our U-20 group, who are all on loan at Western League Clubs, we have 

talented lads we can call on to give us cover on the pitch and strength from the 
bench as and when needed.  
 

In addition, we are also looking at 2 or 3 more signings to strengthen the group 
before the deadline and we’ll announce those as soon as we can. A combination 

of all of these things gives us confidence that we have the squad in place to finish 
the season strongly and get us the points we need to get us over the line. 
  

Turning now to our last game away to Barnstaple, I thought we performed very 
well on the day. We were more than a match for a heavily financed Barnstaple 

side and should have gone in half time 1-0 ahead, only to have our goal chalked 
off for a player being in an offside position when the Barnstaple defender deflected 
a good low cross from Tyler Jackson into his own net.  
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Early in the second half, a penalty was awarded against us for a handball when 
our player’s arm was not in an un-natural position, as he was just a yard or so 

from the attacker when he struck the ball! Very harsh.  
 

The 2nd penalty was the correct decision as we failed to clear a fairly 
straightforward ball into our box & once the ball was allowed to drop with our 
defender facing his own goal, a penalty was an inevitable outcome. Having said 

that, Marko Radovanovic made a good save, only for Barnstaple to score from the 
rebound. Our team reacted well in spite of lots of things going against them & 

after good attacking play, Joe Beardwell should have been awarded a penalty for 
a blatant push in the back, but unfortunately this went un-noticed by the referee. 
Mangotsfield continued to push with Joe Beardwell scoring a header in injury time 

to set up a strong finish with a free kick opportunity for us in the dying seconds.  
 

Some really good performances from the players again as they continue to adapt 
to a different way of playing.  
  

We are going into this game today full of confidence and I hope you all enjoy the 
game……COME ON THE FIELD! 

 
GLYN ASHTON 

  

Goalmouth action from 19 September 2020. The opening day of what was to 
end up an abandoned season because of Covid - MANGOTSFIELD UNITED 0-1 

FROME TOWN. A spirited performance from our youngsters, with 8 teenagers in 
the Mangos’ starting X1. Frome were/(still are!) a strong side & we knew we'd 

have a tough time on the day, the Robins getting the all-important goal on 63 
minutes to win the game. 
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DAVE’S DIARY - 1 
 

GOOD AFTERNOON EVERYONE & WELCOME TO 

COSSHAM STREET for today’s home game against our 
old friends from FROME TOWN. Thank you all for your 
attendance & for reading this programme on-line!  

 
We know we have a tough match ahead of us today, 

with the Robins heading the table when I wrote this 
page last Monday, but at this stage of the season – 
where both sides need the points for totally different 

reasons – it doesn’t matter who we’re playing; they’re 
ALL going to be hard games.   Please give Our Boyz all 

your support this afternoon as we strive to pick up 3 
much-needed points.  Come on The Field!  
 

SO, WE HAVE NINE GAMES TO GO, including today. Nine games to try and stay 
out of the bottom three.  We have two new players on board to try & help our 

cause, as detailed below on the Club’s website recently:   
 

 

Welcome to Dean and Jake then! Whatever happens today, we are at home 
again on Tuesday evening (22nd) v HIGHWORTH TOWN, weather permitting – 

seeing that this match has already been postponed twice because of bad weather. 
Third time lucky, we hope!  Midweek results saw Bideford lose 2-1 at home to 
Plymouth Parkway, with Cinderford beating Larkhall 1-0.  The latter result means 

we have dropped down to 2nd from bottom again, but at least the Bideford defeat 
keeps them in the mix as well, from our point of view. 

 
ULTIMATELY, WHATEVER HAPPENS TO US is down to us, at the end of the day. 
As far as the fixtures & results are concerned, there will be swings and 

roundabouts along the way.  All 4 sides at the bottom – Bideford, Cinderford, 
ourselves & Barnstaple – all have tough games coming up & it’s impossible to try 

& calculate who might win what, here and there.  Bideford & Cinderford, for 
instance, meet each other TWICE in early April & we all know that that our final 

game of the season takes us to Bideford for what really could be a relegation 
decider!  Impossible to tell at this moment in time, of course & I hope we are 
safe by then.  All we can do, though, is to take it all one game at a time & do our 

best, but if I had to highlight one pivotal spell in our remaining 9 games, the 3 
away games in a row between 9-16 April (Paulton, Larkhall & Plymouth Parkway) 

are ones which could really have a big say in how the season finally pans out. 
        (FIELD REVIEW – 4)           

Following the departure of Kye Simpson to Bristol Manor Farm, Mangotsfield 
United are delighted to announce the arrival of striker Dean Griffiths from 
Bitton AFC. The striker, who has had a spell at the club before, will be eligible 

for our next match. Thanks to Bitton AFC for their co-operation and best 
wishes to them for the remaining season. Mangotsfield United are also 

delighted to announce the signing of striker Jake Slocombe from Welton 
Rovers. The striker, who has experience in the Southern League, will be 
eligible for our next match. Jake will remain dual registered for Welton 
 



 

NOW ALTHOUGH I’VE MISSED A FEW MORE GAMES THIS SEASON than I would 
have done in the past, I still get to games where I can & was therefore surprised 

to see this coach last Saturday at the game I went to:   

Funny thing was, though, that Truro weren’t even playing!  No, I ended up 
watching Keynsham Town v Saltash United, that game ending 0-3. What 

made me laugh, though, was that I sent the picture to our former programme 
seller Keith Hack to ask him, “Where did I see this today then?” and when I told 
him what game I was watching, he replied: 

 
“Borrowed from Truro, I see” 

 

My reply: “Well, either that or they nicked it!”                                                  

Or hired it, perhaps!  But watching that game did make me check one thing 

afterwards: When was the last time I saw Saltash United??  As it turns out, that 
would have been back in 1994/1995, when both Saltash & Liskeard Athletic both 

competed against us in the old Great Mills League, now the Toolstation League, 
of course. Both clubs had been very successful in the Western League in previous 
years, but rising costs & excessive travelling were taking their toll & you knew if 

one club decided to quit, the other one would go too & 
that’s what happened. Nice then, to see Saltash once 

again, close on 30 years later! 
 
YOU’LL SEE ALSO, FROM MY PICTURE (LEFT), THAT 

KEYNSHAM have begun to issue PAPER programmes 
again, after being on-line only, in the earlier part of 

this season.  They decided there was a demand for 
paper programmes again & have gone back to their 
usual 36-page edition for only £1 – something for 

SHAUN LECRASS to consider next season, if he 
becomes MUFC Programme Editor & if the Club decides 

to revert to paper copies as well!   
 
Enjoy today’s game!!   DAVE (FIELD REVIEW – 5)  



 

WELCOME TO FROME TOWN FC!    

 

CLUB HISTORY 

Frome Town, known at the Robins, were formed 

in 1904 and played in the Wiltshire Premier 
League.  Early success came in the form of three 
Somerset Senior League Championships in 

between 1906 and 1911, whilst in between the 
Wiltshire League Championship was won in 1909-

10. 
 
The Club reached the Fifth Qualifying Round of the 

FA Cup in 1911-12 under the old format of the 
competition, which was today's equivalent of the 

Third Round Proper, losing 4-1 at Southport 
Central, in front of a crowd of 3,366. 
 

Frome entered the Western League in 1919 and immediately became Division 2 
Champions while the Somerset FA Senior Cup was won in successive seasons 

1932-22 & 1933-34 & for a third time in 1950-51. 
 
Frome have always played at Badgers Hill and the ground held its biggest gate in 

1954 when 8,000 spectators saw Leyton Orient win 3-0 in the FA Cup First Round 
Proper. In the same season, promotion was gained to Division One of the Western 

League & were beaten finalists in the inaugural Western League Cup. 
 
Promotion was gained back into the Western League after a spell in the Wiltshire 

League again in 1962-63 where the club remained until 2009. Success was gained 
in the Somerset Premier Cup in 1966-67 with victory over Yeovil Town in the final 

and the cup was shared by the same two teams in 1968-69. 
 
Frome's greatest triumph came in 1978-79 when the club won the Western 

League. The Championship was secured by losing only once in the last 32 matches. 
The League Cup followed in 1979-80. 

 
Another vintage year followed in 1982-83 with victories in both the Somerset FA 
Premier Cup and the Western League Cup, plus runners-up in the league. 

 
Following those heady days, Frome flirted all too often with relegation from the 

Premier Division and were relegated in 1995-96; the Club spent several years in 
the lower reaches of the First Division. 

 
The Club was re-structured off the field in 1999-00, but despite the ground being 
upgraded, unfortunately success on the field did not follow with a re-structure of 

the league saving the Club from relegation into County football. 
 

Frome improved rapidly and after finishing third continued upwards as they won 
promotion back to the Western League Premier Division after a six-year absence 
the following year & also reached the final of the League Cup. 
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With Frome struggling to win at home during the 
2003/04 season, the Club turned to the help of a 

local "White Witch", Titania Hardie. This move 
brought huge media interest from all over the 

World. It worked immediately & they went on a 
magnificent run that saw them go on to finish 3rd 
in the league.  

 
The 2004-05 season saw the Club celebrate their 

centenary & events on the field saw the Robins 
reach the Quarter-Finals of the FA Vase before 
eventually losing 3-0 at Jarrow Roofing.  

 
A seventh, third & fourth placed finish saw the club 

continually improving and then runners-up spot in 2008-09 secured promotion 
into the Southern League for the first time in the Clubs history.  The Somerset 
Premier Cup was also secured with a 3-1 win over local rivals Paulton Rovers. 

 
After a poor start to life in the Southern League and a quick change of manager, 

Frome went on an incredible unbeaten 
run & finished the season in sixth place 

and just three points from a play-off 
place. 12 months later and Frome beat 
Sholing 1-0 in the play-off final to secure 

promotion to the Southern Premier 
Division. 

 
The summer of 2011 also saw the Club 
receive the prestigious FA Charter 

Standard Community Club status &, in 
2012, after a great 1st season in the Southern Premier Division, the Club were 

awarded the title of Community Club of the year for Somerset and then also picked 
up the regional award that took them into the national final. 
 

Over the last few seasons, the Robins have retained their league status while also 
finishing as runners-up in the Southern League 

Cup & the Somerset Premier Cup. 
 
2016/17 was our most successful league season 

to date with the Club finishing in a respectable 8th 
place in the Southern League Premier division 

with our highest points total.  
 
After a difficult season, Frome were relegated 

back to Division 1 of the Southern League at the 
end of the 2018/19 season. With wholesale squad 

changes the 2019/20 season was much more 
successful before unfortunately being cut short 
along with the rest of football. 
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FROME TOWN CLUB HONOURS 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
Southern League Division One S/W Play Off Winners 2010-11 
Western League Champions 1978-79 
Western League Runners-Up 1982-83, 2008-09 
Western League Division 1 Champions 1919-20, 2001-02 
Western League / Great Mills Cup Winners 1979-80, 1982-83 
Southern League Cup Runners Up 2012-13 
Somerset Premier Cup Winners 1966-67, 1968-69 (shared), 1982-83, 2008-09 
Somerset Senior Cup Winners 1932-33, 1933-34, 1950-51 
Western League Subsidiary Cup Winners 1959-60 
Western Counties Floodlit Cup Winners 1983-84 
Alan Young Cup Winners 1979-80 
FA Cup First Round Proper 1954-55 
FA Vase Quarter-Finals 2004-05 
Somerset County League Premier Division Champions 1906-07, 1908-09, 1910-11 
Somerset County League Division 1 Champions 1990-91 
Somerset County League Division 2 Champions 2004-05 
Somerset County League Division 3 Champions 1985-86 
Somerset County League Cup Winners 1991-92 
Somerset County League Division 2/3 Cup Winners 2001-02, 2003-04 
Wiltshire Premier League Champions 1962-63 
FA Community Club of the Year (Somerset) 2012 
FA Community Club of the Year (South West)  
 

2012               

  

FROME TOWN FC PEN PICTURES 

 

SQUAD PEN PICS 

_________________________________________________________________________ 

James Carey (Goalkeeper) 

James first played for Frome on loan from Bristol 
City when a bad injury cut short his time with us. 
Following his release, & a season at Hereford, he 

returns to complete unfinished business & make 
his mark in the game, A young ‘keeper with great 

potential. 
 

Seth Locke (Goalkeeper) 
Seth is a young ‘keeper who signed from our youth 
team & we are convinced he has a big future in 

the game. He has dual registered with Keynsham 
in the Western League to gain some valuable 

experience 
 

Jack Witcombe (Defender) 

Frome lad Jack Witcombe signed during the summer of 2020 after successful spells 
at Radstock & Bradford & looked impressive in pre-season. (FIELD REVIEW – 8) 



 

He made the number 2 shirt his own. He adapted well to the higher level and 
offers a threat in attack too. 

 
Joe O’Loughlin (Defender) 

Joe is a great prospect, formerly with the Exeter City academy he is now studying 
at Bath University. Defensively strong and also quick to get involved going 
forwards. 

 
Sam Teale (Defender) 

Club captain, formerly with Weston-Super-Mare and Paulton Rovers & is equally 
at home anywhere across the back line. Popular amongst the fans and took on the 
mantle of manager at the end of the 2018 season when it was required. A true 

team player. 
 

Marcus Mapstone (Defender) 
Joined Frome from Mangotsfield United and can 
play either in defence or midfield.  Formerly with 

Yate Town, Paulton and Almondsbury Town. His 
experience and composure on the ball are vital for 

us. 
 

Alex Hallett (Defender) 
Alex is a fine prospect & joined in the summer of 
2019 after Chippenham Park folded. He has been 

superb when called upon & certainly has a big 
future in the game. 

 
Warren Maidment (Defender) 

Joined Frome from Melksham Town. Warren is highly rated and was pursued by 

several clubs at the time. We are confident he will continue his development and 
achieve further recognition in the game. 

 
Callum Evans (Defender) 
Joined Frome from Bath City in January and comes with a great pedigree in the 

professional and non-league game fter being part of the Manchester United 
academy . Callum’s quality is evident to see and on return to full fitness he will be 

a valuable addition to the squad. 
 
Mike Baker (Defender) 

Joined Frome from Larkhall Athletic in January as one of the most rated central 
defenders in the division. Tough tackling centre back who we are looking forward 

to seeing in action.  
 
Chris Peck (Midfielder) 

Joined in the summer of 2019 from Mangotsfield, a tough tackling, no nonsense 
midfielder that is composed on the ball and can command the central area.  

 
Jon Davies (Midfielder) 
Jon returned in 2019 after a season and a half away at Melksham Town, having 

originally joined Frome from Bath City. Two footed and a delight to watch, unless 
you are a defender.      (FIELD REVIEW – 9) 



 

George Rigg (Midfielder) 
George joined the club this summer from Chippenham Town having had an 

impressive career to date from Stoke City u21’s, Bath City, Weymouth and 
Chippenham Town. With over 200 games at national League level his experience 

and quality will be a great addition to the side. 
 
Matt Smith (Midfielder) 

Fans favourite Matt Smith also returned in 2019 after several years representing 
Chippenham Town whom he joined from Frome. Matt is an energetic attacking 

midfielder and will expect to chip in with a few goals this season. 
 
Martin Lenihan (Midfielder) 

Martin joined us from Bradford Town in the Western League & has been an 
effective & creative addition to the squad, making the most of opportunities to 

impress. 
 

Rex Mannings (Midfielder) 

Joined in October 2018 from Bristol Manor Farm 
after being released by Oxford at the end of the 

previous season. Rex is a skilful & speedy 
attacking midfielder, comfortable in a number of 

forward positions, who is a great asset to the 
team. 
 

Alex Monks (Midfielder) 
Alex is a good all round midfielder with aggression 

but also composure on the ball. He came through 
the Bristol City youth set up before his 
development was halted through a serious injury. 

Joined Frome in 2018. 
 

Nathan Davis (Midfielder) 
England futsal international Nathan Davis spent some time with us at the end of 
2019 and impressed enough to earn himself a place in the squad last year. 

Previously with Calne Town.  
 

Archie Thayer (Midfielder) 
Archie joined the club in the summer after impressing in pre-season following his 
release from Forest Green Rovers where he captained their academy side for the 

past 2 seasons. A great prospect and we look forward to seeing his development. 
 

Ryan Harley (Midfielder) 
Joined towards the end of 2021 from Bath City and has also taken on a coaching 
role. Ryan has an impressive pedigree including over 100 games for Exeter City 

and brings valuable experience and quality to the squad.  
 

James Ollis (Midfielder/Striker) 
James began his career at Bath City before signing for Mangotsfield United and 
Thatcham Town. An exciting, versatile young player with a good goal scoring 

record we look forward to seeing him in action again.  (FIELD REVIEW – 10) 
 



 

Kane Simpson (Striker) 
Kane had a short spell with us at the start of the 

2018 season before moving to Evesham United 
where he had an outstanding goal scoring season 

& we were pleased to welcome him back to 
Badger’s Hill in 2019 from Swindon Supermarine 
who he joined in the previous summer. Growing in 

strength and confidence he is a handful for any 
defence. 

 
Jake Jackson (Striker) 
Jake returned to Frome after a previously 

successful spell which resulted in moves to 
Chippenham & Gloucester City. After a tough time 

with injury Jake will be looking to regain his 
previous goal scoring form. 
 

COLEMANBALLS! 
 

These are always good for a giggle, even if some 
of them are X years old!....... 
 

That's the fastest time ever run - but it's not as 
fast as the world record - David Coleman 

 
A truly international field, no Britons involved. - 
David Coleman 

 
The Republic of China, back in the Olympic 

Games for the first time - David Coleman 
 
And the line-up for the final of the Women's 400 

metres hurdles includes three Russians, two East Germans, a Pole, a Swede and 
a Frenchman - David Coleman 

 
Mary Decker Slaney, the world’s greatest front runner, I shouldn't be surprised to 
see her at the front - Ron Pickering 

 
Ingrid Kristiansen then has smashed the world record, running the 5000 metres 

in 14:58.89. Truly amazing. Incidentally, this is a personal best for Ingrid 
Kristiansen – David Coleman 
 

She hasn't run faster than herself before - Zola Budd 
 

...and finally, she tastes the sweet smell of success - Ian Edwards 
 

And there's no 'I love you' message because Steve Ovett has married the girl –  
David Coleman 
         FIELD REVIEW - 11 

 



 

WHAT THE PAPERS SAY 

 

“COLCHESTER UNITED WILL BE DONATING THEIR ENTIRE GATE 
RECEIPTS FROM THEIR LIVE SKY TV CLASH WITH FOREST 

GREEN ROVERS TO UKRAINIAN REFUGEES. THE U’S WILL 
CHARGE £10 ACROSS THE BOARD FOR THEIR MATCH ON 21 
MARCH AND THEY WILL ALSO PLAY IN A SPECIAL YELLOW & 

BLUE KIT. COLCHESTER HOPE TO RAISE AS MUCH AS £50,000 
FROM THE GESTURE”. – From the Daily Mirror on 9 March 2022. 

 
A brilliant gesture by Colchester & only one, 

of course, of many such fund-raising schemes for Ukraine 

from across the entire football pyramid in the past few weeks, 
and, plus, in the weeks to come – and there are, of course, 

many, many other fund-raising schemes happening as well.   
 

“I AM STILL HAPPY TO BE HERE AT CHELSEA & I AM STILL 

HAPPY TO BE MANAGER OF A STRONG TEAM.  AS LONG 
AS WE HAVE ENOUGH SHIRTS & A BUS FULL OF FUEL TO 

DRIVE TO THE GAMES, WE WILL BE THERE AND WE WILL 
COMPETE HARD”.  The words of Chelsea boss Thomas 
Tuchel (pictured), as quoted in The Sun on 11 March 

2022, following the news that owner Roman Abramovich 
had been placed under financial sanctions by the UK 

Government, with his assets frozen due to the Ukraine 
war, thereby threatening the existence of the club, who 
are World Club Champions as well, of course.  Major 

sponsors pulled out of CFC immediately; even the club 
shop was closed as no merchandise is allowed to be sold, 

& no match tickets can be sold either, as the money would 
– technically – go to the owner. The situation has been 

unfolding day by day ever since, as you will know only too well. 

 
On 11 March, it was reported that Abramovich had been given 81 days to sell 

Chelsea; he valued them at £3bn & could only sell them as long as he gained no 
profit out of it & then walked away. Of course, that was then & the situation may 
well have changed significantly by the time you read this on match-day. 

 
Who knows where this will end?  Will Chelsea survive? It is hard to imagine that 

the club will go to the wall, but anything is possible as I typed this last weekend, 
as the Ukraine war intensified. You feel for everyone connected with the club, 

especially those who work behind the scenes. Millionaire footballers can look after 
themselves, of course, so I’m not too worried about them, although, remember, 
this is none of their fault either.  Fingers crossed that the war ends ASAP.    

 
“WE FACE THE BEST TEAM IN EUROPE, ALONG WITH BAYERN MUNICH & MAN 

CITY. IT WILL BE A REALLY HARD GAME, BEING 2-0 DOWN, SO WE NEED TO 
SCORE FIRST AT ANFIELD”. The words of Inter Milan boss Simon Inzaghi, as 
quoted in the Sun on 8 March 2022, ahead of his side’s trip to Liverpool – well, 

Inter DID score first & they (surprisingly) won 1-0, but it was not enough to see 
them progress to the next round. Hard luck, Inter!  FIELD REVIEW - 12                      



 

AS REPORTED IN THE NON-LEAGUE PAPER… 

 
 
And from the Bristol Manor Farm website:  

 

SIMPSON IS A FARMER 
Bristol Manor Farm Football Club is delighted to announce the signing of Kye Simpson 
from Mangotsfield United. The striker swaps Cossham Street for The Creek, becoming 
the Farm’s second new signing this week. 
 
Simpson, brother of former Farm promotion winner Troy, joins the club looking to 
follow in his brother’s footsteps as the club closes in a Southern League play-off finish 

for the first time in its history. 
 
Simpson has already met the Farm 
three times this season, scoring a 
double at The Creek in Mangotsfield’s 
4-0 victory in the Southern League 
Cup. 
 
Despite Mangos bottom half position, 
it has been a blistering goal-scoring 
season for Simpson who has already 
netted double figures this season (12) 
in all competitions, including scoring 
last time out against Lymington. 
 
Speaking on his new signing, 
Manager Lashenko commented: 
“We’re very pleased to bring Kye to 
the club. I think this is a ruthless 
signing from our point of view, and 
Kye is a proven goal scorer that will 
add extra quality to our attacking 

options. “He’s a player that knows the club very well already having played for us when 
he was younger, knowing Geoff and his family, as well as his older brother Troy who 
did very well for us in the Western League,” Lashenko added.  FIELD REVIEW - 13 
 

https://bristolmanorfarm.com/match-report-bristol-manor-farm-0-4-mangotsfield-united/
https://bristolmanorfarm.com/match-report-bristol-manor-farm-0-4-mangotsfield-united/
https://bristolmanorfarm.com/match-report-bristol-manor-farm-0-4-mangotsfield-united/
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Mangotsfield United 

are now using a 

minibus supplied by 

Kingswood 

Community 

Transport to transport 

players to away 

matches. 
 

 

Kingswood Community Transport is a registered charity & also a company limited 

by guarantee. Support, in large part, is received from the West of England 
Combined Authority. There is a signed Service Level Agreement between 

Kingswood Community Transport & West of England Combined Authority covering 
the services we provide for users & the community. Additional revenue comes from 
group hire, provided to affiliated user groups, and from charitable donations & 

other small grants. 
 

Volunteers play an absolutely essential part, and contribute in a major way, to the 
success of Kingswood Community Transport, and without their support only a 
fraction of the services that we deliver could continue to be delivered. Currently, 

there are over 40 volunteers helping Kingswood Community Transport to deliver 
its services covering driving vehicles, office support & helping group bookings etc. 

Kingswood Community Transport provides accessible vehicles for people who 
cannot easily use public transport or who are transport-disadvantaged. 
 

KCT’s Dial-&-Ride service will allow you to visit family & friends, do your shopping, 
keep your hairdressing appointments, keep medical appointments such as 

doctors, dentists, opticians, physiotherapy etc, play an active part in the 
community as you visit local community groups or just meet a few friends at a 
local cafe, restaurant or bar. 

 
The service also covers return trips to all hospitals, although there is an additional 

charge for this service. Please speak to the office for further information. 
 
To use our Dial-&-Ride and Doctors Shuttle services, you first need to become a 

member of Kingswood Community Transport. This is easy and costs a nominal fee 
of just £22.50 per year. 

 
If you are a holder of a Diamond Travel Card, then Dial-&-Ride and Doctors Shuttle 
trips with cost you £2.00 each way or £3.00 if trip over 5 miles. 

 
For all members without a Diamond Travel Card the cost is £3.00 each way or 

£4.00 if trip over 5 miles. 
 

For more information, please call 0117 961 6016. We are open Monday to Friday 
9am to 4:30pm, or visit https://www.kingswoodct.org.uk   (FIELD REVIEW – 15) 
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MANGOTSFIELD UNITED FC FIXTURES 
 
DATES-FIXTURES-RESULTS-ATTENDANCES-SCORERS – SEASON 2021-2022 

 

THE PITCHING IN SOUTHERN LEAGUE DIVISION ONE SOUTH (PISL1S)  

 

14/08 SHOLING   PISL1S Home  0-2 126 

17/08 Evesham United   PISL1S Away  1-2 280 Own goal 

21/08 TAVISTOCK   FACPR Home  3-0 200 Nderemani 2, Towler 

28/08 PLYMOUTH PARKWAY PISL1S Home  0-6 147 

30/08 Bristol Manor Farm  PISL1S Away  0-2 311 

04/09 Frome Town   FAC1Q Away  0-1 392 

11/09 LARKHALL ATHLETIC PISL1S Home   1-4 222 Humphries 

18/09 Willand Rovers   PISL1S Away  1-1 095 Nderemani  

25/09 Highworth Town   PISL1S Away  0-2 143 

28/09 AFC TOTTON   PISL1S Home  0-5 103 

02/10 CINDERFORD TOWN  PISL1S Home  3-1 101 AF, WN, OH                                                                                                                         

05/10 MELKSHAM TOWN  LCR1 Home  0-6 093   

09/10 Willand Rovers   BFT2Q Away  1-2 138 Cattermole 

23/10 MELKSHAM TOWN  PISL1S Home  0-2 200 

30/10 Lymington Town   PISL1S Away  0-3 098 

06/11 PAULTON ROVERS  PISL1S Home  2-4 103 Simpson 2 -  

09/11 Bristol Manor Farm  GFAT Away  4-0 186 Simpson 2, WN,  DM 

13/11 BIDEFORD   PISL1S Home  3-1 125 Simpson 2, McBeam 

16/11 EVESHAM UNITED  PISL1S Home  3-2 145 Simpson 3 

20/11 Sholing    PISL1S Away  1-4 123 Humphries 

27/11 Frome Town   PISL1S Away  0-3 401 

04/12 BARNSTAPLE TOWN  PISL1S Home  2-2 128 Simpson McBeam (p) 

11/12 Cirencester Town   PISL1S Away  2-2 174 Simpson, McBeam (p) 

18/12 WINCHESTER CITY  PISL1S Home  2-4 127 WN, McBeam (p) 

27/12 BRISTOL MANOR FARM PISL1S Home  0-3 347 

01/01 Slimbridge   PISL1S Away  5-3 193 DM 2, HH, LS, JC 

08/01 HIGHWORTH TOWN  PISL1S Home  Postponed – waterlogged pitch  

15/01 Larkhall Athletic   PISL1S Away  Postponed – Larkhall in FA Trophy 

22/01 WILLAND ROVERS  PISL1S Home  2-2 158 Simpson, McBeam 

29/01  AFC Totton   PISL1S Away  0-3 592 

01/02 YATE TOWN   GFATSF Home   0-0 254 Lost 4-3 on pens  

05/02 Cinderford Town   PISL1S Away  0-3 151 

15/02 HIGHWORTH TOWN  PISL1S Home  Postponed – waterlogged pitch 

19/02 Melksham Town   PISL1S Away  3-3 346 Llea, JC, Simpson 

26/02 LYMINGTON TOWN  PISL1S Home  3-1 134 Simpson, OG, JC  

02/03 Larkhall Athletic   PISL1S Away  Postponed  

05/03 Barnstaple Town   PISL1S Away  1-2 214 Beardwell 

19/03 FROME TOWN   PISL1S Home 

22/03 HIGHWORTH TOWN  PISL1S Home   Third time lucky! 

26/03 Winchester City   PISL1S Away 

02/04 CIRENCESTER TOWN  PISL1S Home 

09/04 Paulton Rovers   PISL1S Away 

13/04 Larkhall Athletic   PISL1S Away 

16/04 Plymouth Parkway  PISL1S Away 

18/04 SLIMBRIDGE   PISL1S Home 

23/04 Bideford    PISL1S Away 

27/04     Play-Off Semi-Final 

30/04     Championship Matches 

02/05     Play-Off Final 

        

Key: AF – Andre Freckleton, OH – Owen Humphries, WN – Wayne Nderemani,  DM – Daniel McBeam, HH – 

Harry Haughton, LS – Luke Smith,  OG – Own goal 

JC – Joe Cattermole                                                        FIELD REVIEW - 17 



 

MUFC YOUTH TEAM NEWS 
          

South West Counties Youth League 

On Saturday 26th February, our youngsters resumed their 
league duties with a tough trip to league leaders Bridgwater 
United and came home with all 3 points following a 2- 1 win. 

Paulton Rovers were due to travel to 2nd placed Torquay 
United, but the game never took place and an away win has 

been awarded to Torquay. Bath City were beaten by the odd 
goal by Wimborne Town at Twerton Park, whilst Yeovil Town 
were unable to beat their hosts Swindon Supermarine in a 

fight for 4th place, with the scoreline finishing 1 -1.  
 

Mangotsfield scored a “baker’s dozen” against Paulton Rovers as they ran out 13-
0 winners on the 5th March. On the same day Bridgwater beat Wimborne 4-0 to 
keep them just above “The Field”.  

 
Last week, Swindon Supermarine beat bottom placed New College Swindon 4-0 in 

their local derby, whilst our youngsters travelled to Wimborne and retuned home 
with 3 points following a 6-1 win. At the head of the table, Torquay beat Bridgwater 
3-2, so although it is mathematically possible for “The Field” to take the title, 

(Torquay would have to lose both of their remaining games and they play bottom 
placed New College Swindon next on Saturday 26th March), Mangotsfield have 

secured the league’s runners up position. 
 
LEAGUE TABLE (UP TO & INCLUDING SATURDAY 12 MARCH 2022) 

 
      P W D L PTS GD 

1 Torquay United Youth U18 14 12 1 1 37 44 
2 Mangotsfield Utd Youth U18 15 11 1 3 34 48 

3 Bridgwater United U18  16 10 3 3 33 52 
4 Swindon Supermarine U18 15 8 2 5 26 5 
5 Bath City U18   15 6 3 6 21 12 

6 Yeovil Town U18   13 6 2 5 20 15 
7 Wimborne Town U18  15 4 0 11 12 -37 

8 Paulton Rovers U18  15 2 0 13 6 -76 
9 New College Swindon Acdy 14 1 0 13 3 -63  
 

 
UPCOMING MANGOTSFIELD FIXTURES 

 
SWCL  19/03/22 10:30 Swindon Supermarine U18 v Mangotsfield United U18 
 

Home games played at SGS WISE campus (South Gloucestershire and Stroud 
College) New Rd, Stoke Gifford, Bristol BS34 8LP 10.30 kick off. 
 

More details for both of our youth teams can be found at 

https://fulltime.thefa.com      
FIELD REVIEW - 18 
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Western Counties Floodlight Youth League 

 
With the weather and first team fixtures 

taking priority, the league has not seen 
very much activity over the month. In our 
last league fixture back on 7th February, we 

beat our visitors from Weston Super Mare 
3-2 and on the same night, Clevedon beat 

Winscombe 3-0. In the next 4 weeks only 
one league fixture took place when Bristol 
Manor Farm travelled to Weston Super 

Mare and returned with all three points, 
having won 3-0. 

 
On Monday 28th February, Clevedon beat 
Frome Town 5-1 in the Roger Stone 

Memorial Cup quarter final and, last week, our youngsters finally played Bristol 
Manor Farm in the same competition; despite Mangotsfield taking an early lead, 

the scores were all level at 1-1 at half time. An early second half goal was enough 
for Manor Farm to advance to the semi-finals. In the other quarter finals, Street 
lost 1-0 to visitors Bradford Town whilst Paulton beat Odd down 3-1  

 
On Monday evening, Mangotsfield played their last remaining away fixture of the 

season at Odd Down and unfortunately, they lost the match 3-1 which saw the two 
teams swap positions in the league. On the same evening, Weston Super Mare won 
only their 2nd match of the season as they beat their visitors Street 4-1. 

 
PREMIER DIVISION LEAGUE TABLE 

 (up to and Including Monday 14 March 2022) 

 

      P W D L        GF      GA      GD   PTS 

1 Clevedon Town  9 8 0 1 42 12 30 24 

2 Bristol Manor Farm  8 6 0 2 34  7 27 18 

3 Odd Down            11 5 1 4 19 35    -16 16 

4 Mangotsfield United 9 5 0 4 22 16  6 15 

5 Street    7 4 0 3 17 20 -3 12 

6 Weston Super Mare 10 2 1 7 14 30    -17  7 

7 Winscombe   8 0 0 8  8 35    -28  0 

 
OUR REMAINING FIXTURES 
   

 

L         28/03/22    19:45   Mangotsfield United  v  Bristol Manor Farm 

L 04/04/22 19:45  Mangotsfield United v Clevedon 

L 11/04/22 19:45  Mangotsfield United v Street (NEW DATE!) 
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COMING SOON TO COSSHAM STREET……… 

 

 

 
TUESDAY 22 MARCH 2022 AT 7.45PM 
 

PITCHING IN SOUTHERN LEAGUE DIV ONE SOUTH  
 

MANGOTSFIELD UNITED v HIGHWORTH TOWN 
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
 

SATURDAY 2 APRIL 2022 AT 3.00PM 
 

PITCHING IN SOUTHERN LEAGUE DIV ONE SOUTH  
 

MANGOTSFIELD UNITED v CIRENCESTER TOWN 
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
 
EASTER MONDAY 18 APRIL 2022 AT 3.00PM 
 
PITCHING IN SOUTHERN LEAGUE DIV ONE SOUTH  

 
MANGOTSFIELD UNITED v SLIMBRIDGE 

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
 
At present, this is our final home game of the season, but you never 

know!  Impossible to be sure at the time of writing….. 

 
MANGOTSFIELD UNITED FOOTBALL CLUB are grateful to Gary Hillard of the 

local family-run business Doug Hillard Sports for DONATING our FIRST TEAM KIT 

for this season. Located just 2½ miles away at 647 Fishponds Road, this Sports 

shop supplies our Club Shop with much of our stock. THANK YOU!! 
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Well, we have no less than FOUR NLP columns for you today, as we catch up with 
things over the past few weeks, so let’s get started!       
 

(1) STORMS Dudley, Eunice and Franklin may have proved profitable 
for, say, fencers or roofers, but certainly not for cash-strapped 

Non-League football clubs. 
 
Five full days of heavy rain, high winds and even snow left Britain battered and 

bruised the other week with a trial of destruction in its wake. 
 

Naturally, the fixture list was decimated up and down the country, while some 
clubs were left counting the cost of extensive damage caused to grounds and 
clubhouses.   

 
Perhaps the hardest hit, once again, were Tadcaster Albion. For the fourth time 

in seven years, the adjacent River Wharfe burst its banks with such ferocity that 
it took down most of the steel barrier on the far side of the Brewers’ Ings Lane 
ground, opening the floodgates for around 1.5 metres of water (pictured). 

 

This comes as a huge kick in the teeth for the North Yorkshire club who have 
played an integral part in the town’s Tadcaster Flood Alleviation Scheme which 

was formed following the devastation of the floods in 2015. 
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The clubhouse at Ings Lane was raised to prevent a repeat and that seemed to do 
the trick when floods struck again in 2020 and 2021. Not this time though with 

water ingress expected through the floorboards. 
 

As a result, Taddy went back into limbo with the Environment Agency who (at the 
time this article was written) hadn’t sanctioned vital repair works before their next 
home game against Stocksbridge Park Steels two weeks ago on 5 March. 

 
Another club who suffered a repeat deluge were Barton 

Rovers, who were hit by the effects of a major storm 
for the second time in five years. 
 

In February 2017, the Southern League Division One 
Central side’s Sharpenhoe Road home was battered by 

Storm Doris which sent a floodlight pylon crashing 
through the main stand, leaving Barton with a £9,000 
repair bill. 

 
On the day Storm Eunice struck it blew the stand down again along with the club’s 

TV tower. It was estimated afterwards that repairs this time round would cost the 
club around £20,000. 

 
Basford United’s Greenwich Avenue stadium suffered extensive wind damage 
during Storm Eunice, leaving them with an estimated repair bill of £10,000. 

Stands and turnstiles were damaged, with one roof destroyed, while exterior 
fences came down and gas, electricity and water supplies were disrupted.  

 
Perhaps the most harrowing sight of the weekend was the metal roof of the stand 
at Pagham FC being wrapped around a parked van in a nearby road with the 

entire structure ripped from its hinges. 
 

Trees at Egham Town’s Runnymede Stadium were felled 
and a stand destroyed, causing the postponement of their 
home game against Southall, while the away team’s dugout 

at Hartley Wintney flipped over the pitchside hoardings and 
onto its roof as their Green Lane ground was also hit. 

 
Meanwhile, Potters Bar Town set up a GoFundMe page in 
order to help the club meet ground grading regulations, 

following extensive storm damage. 
 

A similar fundraising effort in March 2019 raised £5,000 
towards the £50,000 improvement costs as the club just 
about made the deadline to maintain their Step 3 status.  

 
But 70pmh winds during Storm Eunice blew one of the new stands completely on 

its back, causing much damage, as well as to the Water Irrigation Canons, the 
Home Dugout and a Storage Unit. 
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“Today, as a Community Club, we encourage the youth and contribute to the good 
health and comfort of those watching,” chairman Peter Waller said. “With more 

than 50 years at the club, we are devastated, after all the effort that went in three 
years ago. We can raise some of the cost, but we need to ask for help. Please 

support us if you can.” 
 
All this acts as a timely reminder as to the challenges that exist when running a 

Non-League football club and just how vulnerable they can be. 
 

In times like this, communities are at their strongest, rallying together in support 
of a vital asset. It shows nothing should ever be taken for granted. 
 

 
 

(2) The NLP’s Fan’s Forum letters page gets all sorts of weird, 

wonderful – and sometimes unprintable – contributions from 
readers. 
 

From debates about the Non-League Pyramid structure, printed programmes, 
officials, friendly clubs or nostalgic trips down memory lane, we get the full 

spectrum of letters and emails. 
 
Often, a reader will spark a great debate. This week, Ray Ellis from Tonbridge is 

that man with a question that has had our inbox flooded. 
 

Tonbridge Angels’ Sonny Miles recently claimed the club’s record number of 
appearances with 377. Who, Ray asks, is the record holder at one club across the 

whole of Non-League? 

 
Well, it certainly created a lot of response!  

 
A reader from Grays flagged 673 games played by 
Phil Sammons and there was a shout for Gerry 

Keegan of South Liverpool (see badge), who played 
544 times for the famous club. Now there’s an 

unusual piece of trivia – a player called  Keegan 
playing for a club in Liverpool! 

 
Gloucester City fans have been on touch on their 

legendary midfielder Tom Webb, who made 718 appearances for the Tigers before 

retiring age 34. 
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Regular contributor to our letters page, Marine superfan Barry Lenton, suggests 
Peter Smith with 957, while we also had shouts from Bognor Regis Town and 

Hampton & Richmond Borough. 
 

The nature of Non-League football means it may be hard to come up with a 
definitive answer.  
 

Earlier in the season, we spoke to Terry Buss at Hanworth Villa as the one-club 
man celebrated 800 official appearances for the Step 5 outfit – although he 

wondered if it was even more than that. 
 
The 35-year-old keeper made his debut when he was 16 – illustrating just how 

long it takes to rack up these numbers – and he was eyeing 1,000. 
 

“I’ll go as long as my body lets me, it’s starting to ache now!” he 
told The NLP. “Now that the 800 is up, the magic 1,000 is in sight. It would be 
another three or four years without missing a game, but I’ve not missed many 

over the last 19 years so, fingers crossed, I can have a good go. 
 

“My son, Jimmy, is 12, I’m hoping, when he gets to 16, he’s good enough to come 
in and take over from me!” 

 
If you think YOUR club has a player that could crack the top 10, then please drop 
us a line – nlp@greenwayspublishing.co.uk  
 
(EDITOR’S NOTE: If I remember rightly, our own former player ROB COUSINS 
chalked up over 1,000 appearances. Mostly with the likes of Bath City or Yeovil 

Town, and I do recall one game we played v Didcot Town maybe 10 years ago, 
where their defender Jamie Heapy was making his 800th appearance against us at 
Cossham Street!)   

 
  

                                
By Matthew Badcock  

 
3.  If you caught any of the League Cup Final from Wembley the other 

week, you will already know the story well. 
 
Chelsea keeper Edouard Mendy had a fantastic game against Liverpool, but with 

a few minutes of extra-time to go, the TV cameras had already picked up on 
Thomas Tuchel’s masterplan for the penalty shoot-out. 
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Readying himself on the bench was stopper Kepa 
Arrizabalaga (pictured), who then came on 

before time ran out with the theory that his 
penalty saving record would tip the balance in the 

Blues' favour.  
 
Of course, we are familiar with strikers coming off 

the bench in the final minutes of games to 
specifically take a spot-kick. As England found out 

in the European Championship final, it doesn't 
always work. 
 

And, as events would have it, the move also 
backfired for Chelsea. Kepa couldn't keep out any of Liverpool’s 11 penalties and 

then blazed his over the bar to hand Jurgen Klopp’s team victory.  
 
It seemed, with the hindsight factor we all love to ignore, a crazy decision. Who 

knows… Mendy staying on may have yielded the same result. But the decision was 
a big post-match talking point. 

 
We've seen managers try it a few times over the years. 

There was even a moment in this season’s FA Vase when it 
worked to perfection for Wallingford Town (see club 
badge).  

 
Lawrie Aitchison is usually a defender by trade, but he had 

to pull on the gloves in the 2nd Qualifying Round tie when 
regular stopper Sam Baldock was ruled out in the warm-up 
as a precautionary measure while still feeling the effects of 

a suspected concussion in a previous game.  
 

After a 4-4 thriller with Bishops Cleeve, Aitchison saved two penalty shoot-out 
kicks and his side advanced. 
 

It set the cogs whirring in boss Lee Matthews’ brain. So, when the 21-year-old 
centre-back woke up on the morning of their First Round game against Ascot 

United, he had a message from the gaffer telling him to bring his gloves. And not 
to tell anyone! 
 

Now this story wouldn’t be told if the game had ended with one side winning after 
the 90 minutes. Again, Wallingford staged a comeback to draw 2-2 and send the 

game to penalty kicks. 
 
Aitchison swapped his outfield jersey for a spare keeper’s one and got ready to 

stare down his opponents. 
 

And he went even better for the Step 6 outfit, saving three times to help his side 
continue their Vase run.  
 

So, thinking differently and trying to be clever CAN work. Not that it will help 
Chelsea fans feel any better!     (FIELD REVIEW – 26) 



 

 
By Jon Couch  
 

4. When James Doe created Non-League Day in 2010, not even he 
could have imagined the beast he had unmasked. 

 
What started off as a suggestion to help acknowledge the 
plight of Non-League football in the community has now 

become one of the biggest occasions in the Non-League 
calendar, celebrating all aspects of the game outside of the 

Premier League and EFL. 
 
Year-on-year, the turnstiles continued to click and Non-

League Day got bigger and bigger until Covid brought the 
concept to an abrupt halt in 2020 and 2021. 

 
Now, however, it’s back for the first time in three years and Doe believes this 
year’s event has the potential to be the best yet. 

 
“I think it has the potential to be the biggest one yet,” Doe said of the event, 

which takes place on Saturday 26 March this year. “We’ve had a couple of years 
off and the world of football has changed quite a bit. 
 

“I think there’s still a bit of reaction to the whole European Super League filtering 
down, I think a lot of people discovered Non-League during the pandemic because 

they were locked out of their big clubs. As we’ve seen, there are big crowds at lots 
of games this season that you wouldn’t necessarily normally get. 
 

“It feels extra special this year because of the gap. We’ve 
had a couple of false dawns where we thought we would 

go with it and then things flared up and new variants 
appeared. 
 

Doe, a QPR fan, came up with the idea when watching his 
local side Harrow Borough (see club badge). 

 
And its legacy has already contributed to huge rises in 

attendances up and down the country which was strangely enhanced by Covid and 
the government restrictions which went with it. 
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In the past, clubs have embraced Non-League Day with 
quirky events and traditions to get supporters through 

the gates. Bungay Town (see club badge) handed out 
mushrooms (!!) on the door and even paid each 

supporter 5p one year in 
order to hit the headlines. 
 

At Great Yarmouth Town, 
you got a free fish sandwich 

and Grantham Town (see 
club badge, right) dished out 

gingerbread men, courtesy of the chairman.  
 
Once again this year, Prostate Cancer UK are 

supporting the event – as they have done since 2014.  
 
They are urging fans to be aware 

of their risk of the most common 
cancer in men by taking a 30-

second test on their website, 
while Doe is promoting 

awareness by pulling on a PCUK 
jersey for his annual Non-League 
Day ground hop. 

 
A match map, detailing which 

games are on, is now live on the 
Non-League Day website, and 
Premier League clubs have also 

got involved, promoting local 
games in their jurisdiction. 

 
“It’s always been a celebration, 

it’s not a protest,” Doe said. “We’re trying to being every element of the football 

community together. That’s the idea and I think it largely has done. 
 

“It will be good to get as many people involved as possible and be as positive as 
we can. It’s supposed to be a bit of fun.  
 

“I’ve been chatting to the guys at Harrow recently and they’ve got someone who 
has become an outreach officer. They did their first big promotion against Taunton 

where they invited loads of school kids and they pretty much all turned up.  
 
“It doubled the crowd, from an incredibly diverse background with people who 

would have never stepped foot in a football ground before that and it could be 
really transformative. 

 
“We’d love as many clubs as possible to get involved.” 
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AND ANOTHER THING - 1!! 
 

FIRST BATCH OF QUICKIES: With all the unbelievable 
mayhem going on in Ukraine at the moment, people around 

the globe are doing everything they can to support Ukraine 
against Russian aggression, so well done to former Western 
League adversaries of ours, EXMOUTH TOWN for this little 

gesture, announced the other week on their website:    
 

“Our change kit is yellow and blue, and the First Team squad and 
management has decided that we will use this kit in all matches 
home and away for the rest of the season as a mark of solidarity 

for Ukraine  We may not be Barcelona or Man Utd or Formula One, but we do 

have a voice. UTT.”     Nice one, Exmouth! 
 

Meanwhile, the recent departure of ex-Bristol City player & manager Keith 
Millen (pictured) from Carlisle was one change that almost bypassed me, with 

Millen lasting only 4 months into the Brunton Park 

hot seat job, with Carlisle in grave danger of 
dropping into the Conference (National League!).  

The Cumbrians re-appointed former boss Paul 
Simpson to replace him & he got off to a good start 
by winning their next 2 games! S*d’s law!!..... Now 

what is all about, now that we are having 
Premier League matches on a Thursday?  We 

are all used to Europa League games being played 
on Thursdays, but lately one or two Premier League 

games have been scheduled in as well, with no less 
than FOUR of them taking place last week. I know 

these were rescheduled games, but you do get the impression – well, I do anyway 

– that these Thursday night PL games MIGHT just happen more often here and 
there, European football permitting…… And then there was Frank Lampard, 

who I have nothing against, great player and all that, 
looking totally bemused the other week when Everton were 
hammered 5-0 at Tottenham.  Last week, they slipped up at 

home, 0-1 v Wolves, and the locals are starting to panic now. 
 

Great players don’t always make great managers. I genuinely 
don't understand the rationale behind Lampard being 
appointed at Goodison Park; he had one OK season at Derby 

and a fairly mediocre season and a half at Chelsea which, let's 
be honest, he only got because he was a club legend. He needs more time learning 

the job in the lower leagues, as, IMHO, he's in over his head in the Premier League. 
Everton have competed in our top division for a record 118 seasons, having 
missed only 4 seasons (1930–31, 1951–52, 1952–53 and 1953–54). Everton is 

the second-longest continuous serving club in English top-flight football, so will 
Frank Lampard be the man who drops them into the Championship this summer??  
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AND ANOTHER THING - 2!! 
 

IT’S GOT NOTHING TO DO WITH FOOTBALL!!  
Well, we all know what is going on in Ukraine 

right now; it is on our TV screens all the time & 
we have our own opinions on the situation. I 
spotted this photo (left) on social media last 

week, which is all self-explanatory & I’ve no 
idea where it originally came from. When you 

look at the maths, however, in the way the 
writer has calculated the number 68 in each 
instance, it does make you think, doesn’t it?    

 
SECOND BATCH OF QUICKIES: Some relief 

for Bristol City fans last week, with a 1-0 win 
at Blackburn, courtesy of a 90+2 minutes’ Andi 
Weimann winner – in a season where City have 

conceded very late goals maybe 8 or 9 times 
already! They often say that these things even 

themselves out across the season, which I’ve 
often doubted anyway, but maybe in City’s 
case, perhaps they will start to, now!...... 

Meanwhile, fair play to all the North Shields fans (pictured below right), 
who made the 700-mile round trip down to Littlehampton Town in Sussex (!) for 

an FA Vase Q/F tie.  These fans set off on their coach at FIVE O’CLOCK IN THE 
MORNING last Saturday, but as some of them are probably Newcastle fans 
anyway, they will be used to 

departure times like that!  A 
pity for them that they lost 

1-0 though, but well done for 
making the journey to 
support their team.  For me, 

it brought back memories of 
some of our FA Vase trips in 

our semi-final season in 
1995-96, to places such as 
Raunds, Wivenhoe & 

Clitheroe, but I don’t recall 
any 5.00am starts!.... And talking of North-east non-league football, what 

about that Cup game last week between Washington & Bedlington Terriers, 
after a dramatic penalty shoot-out, following their 3-3 draw in the game itself?  

The penalty shoot-out lasted some FIFTY-FOUR (!) spot-kicks, with only 5 being 
missed, before Washington FINALLY went through with a 25-24 victory!  Wonder 
what time it finished? 

 
AND FINALLY: Things you learn by chance when surfing the internet – did you 

know that Northern Premier League side Lancaster City play at The Giant Axe??  
Apparently, the site, when the club was formed in 1911 was given its name as it 
was the centrepiece of a sports club, the exterior wall which was, when viewed 

from above, the same shape as an axe head!  THE FIELD MARSHALL  
(FIELD REVIEW – 30)             



 

   



 

            



 

           
 
 



 

 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

See you all on TUESDAY 22 MARCH 2022, here at 

The Theatre of Dreams, for the visit of 

HIGHWORTH TOWN. Third time lucky, we hope!  

 

 

The game kicks off at 7.45pm.   

 

 
                 VERSUS 

               
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   


