
 



 



 
 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  
A VERY HAPPY NEW YEAR TO YOU ALL, and I hope 
you all had a great Christmas Day with your families, 

more so than ever in these uncertain times. This 
programme was, of course, prepared before 

Christmas, so who knows how the news has gone in 
the past few days? 
 

Last week’s home defeat by WINCHESTER CITY was 
always going top be a tough one against a side slowly heading towards the top 6 

& they are there now, so are firmly in the mix. If you look at the league table 
below, you can see our predicament quite easily, plus the fact that when we lose 
at home, that’s when we concede most of our goals.  Ten home games played in 

the league so far, but 29 goals (!) 
conceded; compare that to “only” 23 

conceded in 9 away games so far.   
 
Today’s clash with our neighbours 

BRISTOL MANOR FARM brings 2021 to 
a close; or in other words, the first half of 

the season, as we usually define it as, via 
the calendar.  It was always said years 
ago that a team’s style of play could be 

determined within the first half of the 
season & if you’d made a decent start to 

the campaign, then good for you, BUT 
FROM 1 JANUARY ONWARDS, THE 
RESULTS WERE ALL THAT MATTERED. 

You could try & play all the pretty and 
entertaining football you liked, from 

August to December, but from January 
onwards, the performance never really mattered; it was all about the result. 1-0 

wins every single week until April would have satisfied everyone!    
 
That’s where we are now.  We have had a tough-enough first half of the season 

as it is & whilst one player does not make a team, the signing of KYE SIMPSON 
has been a significant move in a bid to hoist us up the league table; take away 

Kye’s goals & we’d be a lot closer to Barnstaple instead of Bideford or Cinderford!  
 
We have 17 games left to play, including today. The bottom 4 clubs are already 

adrift of 5th from bottom SLIMBRIDGE and seeing as we go there on New Year’s 
Day, we cannot afford to lose that game, or we could be even further adrift.  We 

probably need to win maybe half of our remaining games to stand a chance of 
escaping the bottom 4, so let’s set about the task & see where it all takes us.        
 

OK, Remember the cry: COME ON THE FIELD!  Editor    FIELD REVIEW - 1 



 

THE MANAGER’S VIEW 
 

I would like to start by wishing 
everyone a warm welcome to 

Cossham Street this afternoon for 
our encounter against Bristol Manor 
Farm and also extend a warm 

welcome to all the players, officials 
and supporters who have travelled 

across Town today. 
 
Firstly, I would like to say I hope you 

all had a great a Christmas and 
Boxing Day. 

 
Our last home game saw us lose 4-2 
to, in my opinion, one of the best 

sides we have encountered this 
season. 

 
We did start well and were able to counter our opponents as we took the lead, but 
unfortunately, some poor decisions and sloppy play allowed Winchester back into 

the game. We started to make some fundamental errors and tried to play in certain 
areas, which we were punished for. We were a few players short, due to Covid 

symptoms, but as a team, we have to pull together, so 
we cannot make any excuses for not having a full pool 
of players available, but hopefully the squad will look 

stronger for today's encounter.  
 

Manor Farm have hit a sticky patch over the last few 
weeks, and are a team who we have already played 
twice this season, and we beat them 4-0 in the 

Gloucestershire FA Trophy at “The Creek” in November, 
so we have to look to take something from today's 

fixture as we have, over recent weeks, closed the gap 
on the couple of teams around us in the league. We must concentrate on bringing 
one or more teams into the mix who have pulled away slightly over the last couple 

of weeks. 
 

Finally, I would like to wish a Happy New Year and hope you 
can make the short trip on New Year’s Day to Thornhill Park, 

home of Slimbridge AFC as we look to close the gap on our 
hosts and start the year with a win! 
 

Hope to see you in the bar after the game. 
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DAVE’S DIARY 
 

GOOD AFTERNOON EVERYONE & WELCOME TO 

COSSHAM STREET for today’s home game against our 
old friends from The Creek, BRISTOL MANOR FARM. 
Thank you all for your attendance & for reading this 

programme on-line! Yes, it’s a Monday afternoon 
game, in case you’ve already forgotten what day it is 

& I trust you all had a great Christmas Day.  We’ve 
enjoyed many great tussles with the Farm down the 
years & being a local derby, the league table often goes 

out of the window & anything can happen! Please give 
Our Boyz all your support this afternoon as we strive 

to pick up 3 much-needed points.  Come on The Field!     
 
SO HERE WE ARE, ALMOST AT THE END OF ANOTHER 

CALENDAR YEAR, with another one just a few days away – and what a year it has 
been, in terms of Covid, lockdowns, vaccinations & all the rest of it, but let me 

just look back at the football side of things from a Mango point of view. 
 

THE YEAR BEGAN WITH THE PREVIOUS CAMPAIGN (2020-21), 

having been suspended in late October 2020 & although the 
season wasn’t officially abandoned until a few months later, I 

think we all guessed back in October 2020 that we would 
probably not kick another ball in that campaign. Early January 
2021 saw us go into another lockdown, which lasted a few 

months whilst the vaccine programme got under way, but then 
in the spring, restrictions began to be lifted & we found ourselves playing some 

“end-of-season” friendlies behind closed doors – and then in July, “normality” 
returned with pre-season training, some friendlies & the start of the 2021-2022 
season, with crowds in attendance once more. 

 
THE SUMMER ALSO SAW RAY JOHNSTON take charge of the 

side & well, we’ve had a difficult campaign so far, although the 
goals & experience of KYE SIMPSON (pictured) have helped 

massively since November.  Can we avoid relegation or play-
offs or whatever happens if you end up in the bottom 4? Of 
course we can; avoiding the bottom 4 is Ray’s main target & 

there’s no reason why we can’t do it – so let’s hope for a better 
year in all ways for all of us as individuals and especially here 

at MUFC in terms of football! 
 
SOME THINGS WILL CHANGE HERE AT MUFC in the coming 12 

months for sure; that’s bound to happen here and there, as 
nothing ever stays the same at any Football Club; things will 

evolve, as they always do. The immediate task in hand for Ray 
& the team is to escape the bottom 4 & that’s all anyone is 
concerned about right now.  Any thoughts of where we might 

be for the 2022-23 season are completely irrelevant right now.  
 

Enjoy the game then & Up The Field!     Dave  FIELD REVIEW - 3 



 

WELCOME TO BRISTOL MANOR FARM FC!    

 

Bristol Manor Farm Football Club was formed for 
the 1960/61 season before disbanding and 

reforming for the start of the 1962/63 campaign. 
 
Our ground here at ‘The Creek’ used to be the site 

of the Port of Bristol Authority Sports & Social 
Club. In 1965 when the authority moved to new 

premises, Manor Farm took it over, making it our 
permanent home. 
 

Having a base of our own enabled the club to apply 
successfully to join the Somerset Senior League 

where we made good progress through the 
divisions. In 1977 the club decided to step up to the Western League, joining the 
First Division for the start of the 1977/78 season. 

 
The Club were crowned Division 1 Champions for 1982/83 and since that 

promotion to the Premier Division of the Western League Bristol Manor Farm have 
played most of our football at that level. 
 

The last decade at the club has certainly been the most ambitious period of our 
history. 

  
An exciting run during the 2010/11 FA Cup competition saw us win a penalty 
shoot-out against Almondsbury Town and hold Basingstoke Town to a draw before 

being pipped by a single goal in the replay. 
 

2011/12 was the most successful season in the history of the club to that date. 
We won the GFA Challenge Trophy after beating Shortwood United 5-0 in a thrilling 
final and this was followed three days later with another cup triumph when we 

beat Willand Rovers in extra time to finally lift the Les Phillips Cup. 
 

We lost the GFA Trophy Final to Bristol Academy in 2012/13, however, and finished 
third from bottom of the Premier Division. After good service to the club, Manager 
John Black decided it was time to stand down. 

 
The start of the 2013/14 season saw the beginning of a new era at Bristol Manor 

Farm FC when current boss Lee Lashenko took over the Manager's job. Fresh from 
winning the title with Bishop Sutton, Lashenko quickly made an impact with Manor 

Farm. 
 
An FA Cup run that saw us put nine goals past Oldland Abbotonians and then seven 

past Lymington Town quickly brought us to the attention of the national press. The 
tabloid photographers had a field day down at The Creek – photographing the 

team with the FA Cup and a variety of 'farmyard' accessories and costumes – it 
was a brilliant and fun day that everyone here will never forget. The First Round 

Qualifying Round tie against Corsham Town then ended in a 4‐4 draw with Manor 

Farm winning the hard-fought replay 1-0.  
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We then also held Bridgwater Town to a 4-4 draw in the next round before narrowly 
going out 2-1 in the replay. 

 
The club continued to fight for top spot in the 

league & also applied for promotion to the Southern 
League. We finished the league season as Runners-
up, but we were unsuccessful in our promotion bid 

when Larkhall Athletic were accepted ahead of us. 
It was the highest-placed finish in the club’s league 

history, however, breaking club records for goals 
scored & fewest goals conceded.   
 

In 2014‐2015, Bristol Manor Farm missed out on 

promotion to the Southern League by 3 points, 

allowing Slimbridge to go up instead. We did win 
the GFA County Challenge Trophy however, with a 

2‐0 win over local neighbours Shirehampton. 

  

During an epic 2015/2016 season, a heroic run in the FA Vase took us to within 
sniffing distance of Wembley with a notable comeback win in the fifth round, 
overcoming Sunderland RCA 3-2 and a long return trip to the North-East for a 

Quarter Final showdown with Morpeth Town. On a heavy pitch The Portwaymen 
were unlucky to go out with Morpeth scoring a breakaway goal in the dying 

seconds after Farm had laid virtual siege to The Highwaymen's goal throughout 
the second half. Morpeth went on to beat Hereford FC 4-1 in the showpiece 
Wembley final. 

 
We finished third in the Western Premier League – just missing out once again on 

promotion, but we won the GFA County Challenge Trophy for the second season 
in succession with a record 9-2 win over Lydney Town in the final. On a happy 
night at Ashton Gate, our former Exeter City and Truro City striker Dean Stamp 

also won the Bristol Post 'Footballer of the Year' award for his astonishing tally of 
59 goals in all competitions. 

 
The many highlights of Manor Farm's triumphant 2016/17 season will be forever 
woven into the fabric of the club's history as we finally secured that elusive 

promotion to the Southern League in emphatic style, amassing 102 points & 
scoring over 100 goals on the way to being crowned as Western League 

Champions. 
 
We also unluckily missed out on a second FA Vase Quarter Final in succession with 

another narrow 2-1 defeat in a 5th round tie in front of 1,500 partisan fans at 
Bromsgrove Sporting FC.   

 
An extraordinary unbeaten league run of 21 games between September and March 
(19 wins and 2 draws) went a long way to securing the coveted league title for 

Manor Farm however, which was eventually clinched with three games to spare 
following a 2-0 win at local club Hallen on Good Friday. 
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Lee Lashenko & his squad of title winners were warmly acknowledged later in the 
year on another great night for the club at Ashton Gate - walking off with ‘Coach 

of the Year’ & ‘Team of the Year’ respectively at the Bristol Post Sports Awards. 
 

Manor Farm hit the ground running during our 
dramatic, first Southern League campaign 
(‘17/18) – briefly leading in the pack in September 

and never out of the top six until the final 
agonising fortnight of the season. Despite the 

obvious disappointment of an eventual 9th placed 
finish, the club was left to reflect on an exciting 
debut that proved our players were more than 

capable of competing at the higher levels we 
desire as a club.  

 
“Our second season felt more like a first season” 
remarked Lee Lashenko at the end of year awards 

for the 2018/19 campaign. Beset by a plague of injuries and a rash of suspensions, 
The Farm failed to find the league consistency of our debut season, but the club’s 

national profile was given another further boost by an extended run in the 
Emirates FA Cup – the best ever in the club’s history. We were literally inches and 

a game away from entering the First Round proper, finally falling to National 
League side Slough Town in a Third Qualifying Round replay after a valiant 2-2 
draw in the original tie at their Arbour Park ground and a 5-2 thumping of 

Basingstoke Town at home in the previous round. 
 

The club has now established itself in the Southern League. In 2019/20, we were 
plagued with injuries, but we will see the benefit of last season with this season’s 
progression. Last season was memorable for another successful FA Cup run.  With 

a great home fixture against Wealdstone, which we drew 0-0 so resulted in us 
visiting them in the replay, which we lost. In the previous round, we visited 

Tiverton Town and came away with a 4-2 win.   
 
The 20/21 season was another one that was brought short thanks to the COVID-

19 pandemic, but saw another successful cup run. An exciting penalty shoot-out 
at Kidlington saw The Farm secure a place in the Third Qualifying Round. The Farm 

bowed out to Cray Wanderers on penalties following a heroic comeback in front of 
a sell-out crowd. The premature end to the season meant that Manor Farm finished 
the season with a number of friendlies, the highlight of which was the inaugural 

Steve Hillier Memorial Cup, in honour of the long serving Secretary. 
 

BRISTOL MANOR FARM FC PEN PICTURES  
 
Ben John. Goalkeeper – Ben has played many seasons at a higher level. Ben is a 

lively character and adds plenty of passion to his team-mates in front of him.   
Mason Winter. Defender – Mason signed for the Farm two seasons ago, he was 
with the Bristol Rovers academy until he was 17yrs. He has since played for 

Melksham Town, Cribbs and Larkhall Athletic. 
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Josh Ford. Defender - Ford began his career at Queens Park Rangers and has 
played for a number of clubs. He captained the Yate Town side who won promotion 

in 2019. Josh has also featured for Paulton Rovers, Frome Town & Melksham Town. 
Steve Kingdon. Defender – Steve turned 

professional with Bristol Rovers where he was for 
2 seasons, he has also played at Clevedon Town, 
Taunton Town and was captain of promotion-

winning Tiverton Town. Steve is a very solid 
centre back with a great vision and understanding 

of the game. 
Stuart Tovey. Defender – Stuart is a seasoned 
Southern League player who has also played at 

Paulton Rovers, Chippenham Town & Larkhall 
Athletic, he has strength in depth as a defender 

and can play in midfield too. 
Sam Boulton. Defender – Sam signed just before 
the premature end of last season, making a great 

impact on the defence. Despite being only 23, Sam has a vast range of experience 
– including playing alongside Ford in the Yate side that won promotion in 2019. 

Aron Robbins (pictured left in 
yellow – photo by David 

Smale). Defender – Aron has 
already played in the Southern 
League for Clevedon Town before 

joining the Farm five seasons 
ago, he is a seasoned left back 

that likes to get forward and 
score goals. Also ex-Mangotsfield 
United.  

Lloyd Mills. Defender/Midfielder 
- Big Lloyd can play either as 

centre back or in central midfield, 
either way he gives 100% to the 
cause, he has proved to be a big 

asset to the team over the past 
seasons.  

Jake Gosling. Midfielder – Jake recently signed from Sporting Khalsa. He is a 
dynamic winger who can play anywhere across the forward line, finding spaces 
where he can showcase the intelligence and trickery he learnt from playing for 

Exeter City, Bristol Rovers and Newport County. 
Mike Bryant. Midfielder - Mike’s second season at Bristol Manor Farm after 

signing from Yate Town. He got himself in amongst the goals in his first shortened 
season, so expect more of the same this season. 
Jamie Short. Midfielder - The attacking-minded midfielder is another new 

addition who has great experience at this level, having won promotion with 
Tiverton in 16/17 and has turned out for Taunton Town and Street. 

Theo Llewellyn. Midfielder - A defensive midfielder by trade. Theo started his 
career with Championship side Bristol City FC. After leaving Ashton Gate in 2018, 
Theo went on to play for Gloucester City, Alvechurch, and Redditch United. 
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Lewis Leigh-Gilchrist. Forward – Lewis joined BMF 2 seasons ago after being at 
Bristol Rovers & going on loan at Yate & Hungerford. He is a very quick & intelligent 

player & will add extreme quality to the team as well as create & score goals. 
Ben Bament. Forward - Ben has returned this season for his second spell at The 

Creek from Roman Glass St George. Since his last spell, Ben has featured for 
league rivals Paulton Rovers and Bitton. Also, an ex-Mangotsfield United player. 
Kai Stenner. Defender - Kai is a strong defender who has taken the step up from 

Manor Farm’s U18 squad. 
Jamie Turner. Defender – Jamie has become a great defender and continues to 

develop, he is still full of potential and very energetic. He reads the game well and 
won’t make it easy for strikers. 
Jayden Nielsen. Midfielder – Jayden signed for BMF in Dec 2020 from Brislington. 

JoJo Pickering. Defender/Midfielder - JoJo is an exciting prospect who comes 
from our youth setup. 

Benjamin Courtier. Defender – Benjamin is a technically proficient player with 
pace and excellent awareness. Signed in 2020 having spent 10 years at Bristol 
Rovers Academy. Promoted to the First Team squad from our U18s 

Luco Ponsillo. Forward - Luco is a tricky forward who has a bright future, having 
made the step up into first-team football.  

Dean Stamp. Forward - Dean re-signed for the Farm this off-season after two 
seasons away. The former Bristol Live Player of the Year has spent time at clubs 

including Exeter City, Truro City, Taunton, Tiverton and Willand. 
 
MANOR FARM OFFICIALDOM IN THE DUG-OUT: 

 
Lee Lashenko (pictured). Manager – also 

known as Laz, this is his 9th season at the Farm 
where he led the team to 2nd place, 4th Place, 3rd 
place and then as champions of the Western 

League before being promoted into the Southern 
League in season 2017-2018.   

Grantley Dicks. Assistant Manager – Grantley 
boasts a wealth of experience having played and 
coached at a number of clubs including Hengrove 

Athletic, Weston-Super-Mare, Gloucester City 
and Forest Green Rovers. 

Steve Carter. Physio – This is Steve’s fourth 
season at the Farm. He started his role with Yeovil 

Town youth and then moved onto Bath City; he also spent 10 years as the Physio 

at Yate Town and was previously at Mangotsfield United.  
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WHAT THE PAPERS SAY 
 

“I’T’S NOT THAT CITY PLAYED VERY WELL, IT IS A LOT MORE NOTICEABLE HOW 
BADLY WE PLAYED! CITY PLAY LIKE THIS ALL THE TIME, OR VERY SIMILAR TO IT. 

WE HAVE NOT PLAYED AS BADLY AS THIS IN THE PAST 4 YEARS. THERE WAS 
NOTHIONG OF VALUE IN OUR 
PERFORMANCE AT ALL”.  The words of 

Leeds United boss Marcelo Bielsa 
(pictured), as quoted on the BBC 

website on 14 December 2021, following 
Leeds’ 7-0 thrashing by Manchester 
City. 

 
There was a debate on the radio the day 

after this game, as to who was the best 
of the top 3 – Man City, Liverpool or 
Chelsea.  The answers were generally 

biased, of course, depending on who 
they all supported, but for me, they all missed the main point.  

 
All 3 sides are capable of winning the Premier League, of course.  Man City often 
have these spells when they score 6 or 7 goals against almost anyone; I can 

certainly recall 7 goal win against Stoke & Burnley in recent years, but there have 
been others too – and that’s the difference; you don’t see Liverpool or Chelsea 

getting big scores like this as often as Man City do it. City’s Achilles heel has always 
been their defence, whereas Liverpool & Chelsea are normally considered to be of 
equal strength & quality throughout their line-ups, but I guess what really defines 

who’s best out of these three is what happens when they all play each other.  
Nonetheless, when you see Man City regularly demolishing the opposition with 

goals galore, you can’t help wonder why the other two rarely do that to anyone?  
 
“IPSWICH HAVE VIRTUALLY SOLD OUT A PACKED 30,000 

CAPACITY PORTMAN ROAD AGAINST HIGH-FLYING 
SUNDERLAND, BUT THE TRACTOR BOYS TEND TO FLOP 

IN FRONT OF BUMPER CROWDS.  THEY HAVE FAILED TO 
WIN ANY OF THEIR LAST 22 (!) GAMES IN FRONT OF 
MORE THAN 21,000 SPECTATORS – DRAWING 8 AND 

LOSING 14”.  From a preview of Ipswich Town v 
Sunderland in The Sun on 18 December 2021. 

 
That is one incredible record & for Ipswich fans, it now 

amounts to 23 games without a win in front of a crowd of 
over 21,000, as the Sunderland game ended 1-1 in front 
of 29,005 at Portman Road, an incredible crowd figure for 

League One!  The programme for the game is shown on the left.    
 

Interestingly, the Ipswich website, outlining where around the ground you can buy 
the programme, says of the programme v Sunderland: “The programme has also 
returned to the full size of 68 pages for the return of fans and costs just £3.50.” 

The return of the fans??  How long have they been away then?? 
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THAT WAS THE MONTH THAT WAS! 
 

Time now for a nostalgic look back at a particular month in recent or not-so-recent 

years & see how we fared in that period.  Today we look back at SEPTEMBER 
2010.  

 
MUFC RESULTS IN SEPTEMBER 2010 
 
04-09-10  MANGOTSFIELD UNITED 1, AFC TOTTON 2  ZLSW DIVISION 
11-09-10  OXFORD CITY 0, MANGOTSFIELD UNITED 1  FA CUP 1QR 
14-09-10  NORTH LEIGH 1, MANGOTSFIELD UNITED 2  ZLSW DIVISION 
18-09-10  FROME TOWN 2, MANGOTSFIELD UNITED 0  ZLSW DIVISION 
25-09-10  MANGOTSFIELD UNITED 1, DORCHESTER TOWN 4 FA CUP 2QR 

 

THE 2010-2011 SEASON OVERALL  
 

The 2010-2011 campaign saw manager PHIL BATER’s good work continue, as the 
side, a mixture of youth & experience. climbed to a respectable 3rd place position, 

having finished 9th in the previous term’s Zamaretto League South-West Division.  
The Club therefore qualified for the ZLSWD Play-Off 
Semi-Finals for the first time ever, but unfortunately, we 

bowed out at the first attempt, losing 3-1 at home to 
eventual play-off winners Frome Town before a gate of 

753.  The season itself was memorable in several ways, 
however, not least of all for another bad winter that 
decimated the fixture lists in December & January.  The 

Club also announced a December 2010 budget cut, 
caused by the continuing poor economic climate, & later 

announced that the Reserves would disband at the end 
of April in a cost-cutting exercise, but First XI 

performances remained solid & the team embarked on a healthy run of form, 

including an amazing 12 successive away wins sequence which helped cement our 
position in the play-offs.   

 
The season was also notable for an amazing 3-3 home draw v North Leigh, which 
saw all 6 goals scored within the opening 11 minutes!  All in all, 2010-11 proved 

to be a good season for MUFC.            
 

THE GAMES IN QUESTION 
 
The month began first with summer signing JOE McCLENNAN leaving the club to 

seek regular football elsewhere & then 2 days later, we suffered with our first loss 
of the campaign, a 2-1 home defeat v promotion favourites AFC TOTTON.  The 

visitors, a big physical side with plenty of muscle, used their strength to dominate 
the play & DANNY GREAVES twice made double saves in the 15th & 30th minutes, 
before we took the lead (40) against the run of play when JACK PITCHER swept 

home a cross by TOM KNIGHTON.  Totton’s expected equaliser finally arrived (66) 
when Nat Sherborne was adjudged to have been fouled by DANNY HAINES who 

was sent off & Michael Gosney slotted home the penalty.  Tempers boiled over at 
times as we battled to hold onto a point, but then on 90+2 minutes, indecision in 
the MUFC box led to NEIL ARNDALE fouling a Totton player & Michael Gosney again 

did the honours from the spot.      (FIELD REVIEW – 10)          



 

 
However, normal service was resumed a week 

later with a battling 1-0 FA Cup away win at ZLPD 
side OXFORD CITY. Keeper DANNY GREAVES 

was our hero up t here, with a string of fine saves, 
but the whole team battled well & stood firm whilst 
under pressure.  After such a spell, we took the 

lead (24) when a quickly-taken free-kick found 
MATT GROVES on the left & when he cut into the 

box, his shot was parried & MITCHELL PAGE 
netted from close range.  Although it was mostly 
all Oxford after that, we still had our moments, 

including a late header (80) from ANDY GURNEY 
that hit the bar with the keeper beaten, but we 

held on for the win & a place in the next round.          
 
Three nights later, we returned to Oxfordshire & again emerged with a win, this 

time 2-1 at struggling NORTH LEIGH.  The home side began well, with a near-
post headed goal by George Redknapp on 5 minutes following a free kick, but after 

some even exchanges, we levelled (30) when TOM KNIGHTON netted from close 
range after MICHAEL MEAKER’s shot had been blocked.  We then took the lead 

(37) with a diving header by ANDY GURNEY following good work by MICHAEL 
MEAKER.  North Leigh then had some good spells after the break when some good 
chances were missed, but equally, we had chances of our own,      

including one where HARLEY PURNELL fired straight at the keeper when well 
placed, but overall, we stood firm to earn the 3 points.     

 
However, our hopes of winning 3 away games in 
8 days ended with a poor display in a 2-0 defeat 

at the Aldersmith Stadium, home of FROME 
TOWN.  It was a fairly even first half, though 

Frome finished it slightly the stronger side, but we 
lacked any cutting edge up front.  The Robins went 
ahead (47) when Ben Thomas netted from close 

range after our defence was slow to clear a right 
wing cross & despite a triple substitution midway 

through the half, we still didn’t have a shot on 
target until MITCHELL PAGE’s effort on 75 
minutes.  

 
Two minutes later, Frome went 2-0 up when Dean Evans lashed the ball home 

from 10 yards following a left wing cross & that was game over for us. We could 
have conceded a 3rd goal in stoppage time, but Joe Winter put the ball over the 
bar from 6 yards.  

 
The final action of the month saw us crash out of the FA Cup by 4-1 at home to 

Conference South side DORCHESTER TOWN in controversial circumstances.  We 
began well enough, but the game turned on its head on 20 minutes when HARLEY 
PURNELL was sent off via a straight red card for a rash challenge.   
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Players from both sides then clashed & punches were allegedly thrown by one or 
two visiting players, but the only player booked was their keeper Simon Evans who 

had ran 30 yards to get involved in the melee!  Nevertheless, we battled well 
against a disappointing Dorchester side & MITCHELL PAGE rose at the far post (43) 

to head us in front via MATT GROVES’ corner.   
 
However, the 2nd half turned bad as DANNY HAINES made some uncharacteristic 

errors to gift the visitors 3 goals.  The leveller came from Ryan Moss (50) after he 
intercepted a headed back pass from DANNY HAINES to score from close range.  

Nick Crittenden (62) put Town ahead with a low shot from 10 yards across goal 
following a poor clearance & then Danny Ings (64) made it 3-1 with a penalty after 
a foul by DANNY HAINES. We had some chances after that, aided by a triple 

substitution, but to no avail & then in added time. a breakaway saw Stuart Douglas 
complete a pitch-length move by lobbing DANNY GREAVES for 4-1 & our Cup hopes 

were over for another year.                      
 

GREAT GAGS FROM JETHRO!!   
 
Now being a fan of Cornish comedian 

JETHRO, who sadly died recently, I have 
a number of tapes & DVDs of his at home, 
so to complete the page, and having 

removed the occasional swear word, here 
are just a few (mostly wife-related) un-PC 

gags from one of Cornwall’s finest exports 
& I hope no one will be offended!  
 

Star Jethro gag 
 

One day at home, my wife was in the 
kitchen making the breakfast when, from the next room, I heard this thud.  
I ran into the kitchen, only to find the missus stone dead on the floor.  I 

panicked, I didn’t know what to do, she was just lying there, so I rang my 
children.  I was still panicking though & I still didn’t know what to do, but 

then I suddenly remembered – Waitrose still serve breakfasts up until 
10.30 every morning…….  
 

I’m not in a very good mood today, I’m afraid.  I lent my wife £1000 to have plastic 
surgery. Now I can’t get the money back & I don’t know who to look for.   

 
A bloke walked into a chip shop with a cod under his arm & asks. “Here, do you 

serve fish cakes”?   The chip shop man said, “Sorry no”, so I said, “That’s a shame, 
it was his birthday today”. 
 

I’d been out drinking until four o’clock in the morning & there was my wife waiting 
on the doorstep with a broom. She didn’t seem to like it when I asked her if she 

was late finishing her cleaning or if she was going for a flight! 
 
I bought my wife a car for Christmas, but she said, “That’s no good to me, I want 

something that goes from 0-160 in 3 seconds, so I took the car back & got her 
some bathroom scales instead”.      (FIELD REVIEW – 12)  
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Mangotsfield United 

are now using a 

minibus supplied by 

Kingswood 

Community 

Transport to transport 

players to away 

matches. 
 

 

Kingswood Community Transport is a registered charity & also a company limited 

by guarantee. Support, in large part, is received from the West of England 
Combined Authority. There is a signed Service Level Agreement between 

Kingswood Community Transport & West of England Combined Authority covering 
the services we provide for users & the community. Additional revenue comes from 
group hire, provided to affiliated user groups, and from charitable donations & 

other small grants. 
 

Volunteers play an absolutely essential part, and contribute in a major way, to the 
success of Kingswood Community Transport, and without their support only a 
fraction of the services that we deliver could continue to be delivered. Currently, 

there are over 40 volunteers helping Kingswood Community Transport to deliver 
its services covering driving vehicles, office support & helping group bookings etc. 

Kingswood Community Transport provides accessible vehicles for people who 
cannot easily use public transport or who are transport-disadvantaged. 
 

KCT’s Dial-&-Ride service will allow you to visit family & friends, do your shopping, 
keep your hairdressing appointments, keep medical appointments such as 

doctors, dentists, opticians, physiotherapy etc, play an active part in the 
community as you visit local community groups or just meet a few friends at a 
local cafe, restaurant or bar. 

 
The service also covers return trips to all hospitals, although there is an additional 

charge for this service. Please speak to the office for further information. 
 
To use our Dial-&-Ride and Doctors Shuttle services, you first need to become a 

member of Kingswood Community Transport. This is easy and costs a nominal fee 
of just £22.50 per year. 

 
If you are a holder of a Diamond Travel Card, then Dial-&-Ride and Doctors Shuttle 
trips with cost you £2.00 each way or £3.00 if trip over 5 miles. 

 
For all members without a Diamond Travel Card the cost is £3.00 each way or 

£4.00 if trip over 5 miles. 
 

For more information, please call 0117 961 6016. We are open Monday to Friday 
9am to 4:30pm, or visit https://www.kingswoodct.org.uk   (FIELD REVIEW – 14) 

https://www.kingswoodct.org.uk/
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MANGOTSFIELD UNITED FC FIXTURES 
 
DATES-FIXTURES-RESULTS-ATTENDANCES-SCORERS – SEASON 2021-2022 

 

THE PITCHING IN SOUTHERN LEAGUE DIVISION ONE SOUTH (PISL1S)  

 

14/08 SHOLING   PISL1S Home  0-2 126 

17/08 Evesham United   PISL1S Away  1-2 280 Own goal 

21/08 TAVISTOCK   FACPR Home  3-0 200 Nderemani 2, Towler 

28/08 PLYMOUTH PARKWAY PISL1S Home  0-6 147 

30/08 Bristol Manor Farm  PISL1S Away  0-2 311 

04/09 Frome Town   FAC1Q Away  0-1 392 

11/09 LARKHALL ATHLETIC PISL1S Home   1-4 222 Humphries 

18/09 Willand Rovers   PISL1S Away  1-1 095 Nderemani  

25/09 Highworth Town   PISL1S Away  0-2 143 

28/09 AFC TOTTON   PISL1S Home  0-5 103 

02/10 CINDERFORD TOWN  PISL1S Home  3-1 101 AF, WN, OH                                                                                                                         

05/10 MELKSHAM TOWN  LCR1 Home  0-6 093   

09/10 Willand Rovers   BFT2Q Away  1-2 138 Cattermole 

23/10 MELKSHAM TOWN  PISL1S Home  0-2 200 

30/10 Lymington Town   PISL1S Away  0-3 098 

06/11 PAULTON ROVERS  PISL1S Home  2-4 103 Simpson 2 -  

09/11 Bristol Manor Farm  GFAT Away  4-0 186 Simpson 2, WN,  DM 

13/11 BIDEFORD   PISL1S Home  3-1 125 Simpson 2, McBeam 

16/11 EVESHAM UNITED  PISL1S Home  3-2 145 Simpson 3 

20/11 Sholing    PISL1S Away  1-4 123 Humphries 

27/11 Frome Town   PISL1S Away  0-3 401 

04/12 BARNSTAPLE TOWN  PISL1S Home  2-2 128 Simpson McBeam (p) 

11/12 Cirencester Town   PISL1S Away  2-2 174 Simpson, McBeam (p) 

18/12 WINCHESTER CITY  PISL1S Home  2-4 127 WN, McBeam (p) 

27/12 BRISTOL MANOR FARM PISL1S Home 

01/01 Slimbridge   PISL1S Away 

08/01 HIGHWORTH TOWN  PISL1S Home 

15/01 Larkhall Athletic   PISL1S Away 

22/01 WILLAND ROVERS  PISL1S Home 

29/01  AFC Totton   PISL1S Away 

05/02 Cinderford Town   PISL1S Away 

12/02 

19/02 Melksham Town   PISL1S Away 

26/02 LYMINGTON TOWN  PISL1S Home 

05/03 Barnstaple Town   PISL1S Away 

12/03 

19/03 FROME TOWN   PISL1S Home 

26/03 Winchester City   PISL1S Away 

02/04 CIRENCESTER TOWN  PISL1S Home 

09/04 Paulton Rovers   PISL1S Away 

16/04 Plymouth Parkway  PISL1S Away 

18/04 SLIMBRIDGE   PISL1S Home 

23/04 Bideford    PISL1S Away 

27/04     Play-Off Semi-Final 

30/04     Championship Matches 

02/05     Play-Off Final 

 

TBA YATE TOWN   GFATS/F Home 

          

Key: AF – Andre Freckleton, OH – Owen Humphries, WN – Wayne Nderemani   
DM – Daniel McBeam                                                                  FIELD REVIEW - 16 

 



 

MUFC YOUTH TEAM NEWS 
          

South West Counties Youth League 

 

With just one game played on Saturday 18th December, all of the teams’ league 
positions remain unchanged as Bridgwater United increased their league at the 

top of the table as they beat Wimborne Town 5-1. 

The league resumes on the 8th January, with just 
two league games being played, when our U18s 

travel to New College Swindon, seeking all three 
points to stay in contention in the top four of the 
table. In a mid-table encounter, Bath entertain 

Yeovil Town at Twerton Park.  
 

In the Gary Else Memorial Cup, Swindon 
Supermarine host bottom placed, and league new 
comers, Paulton Rovers whilst Wimborne host 

Torquay, who knocked out “The Field“ in the last 
round, so it looks like Swindon Supermarine Vs Torquay final, but as we all know 

Cup matches do not always follow league form, and the odd curve ball is thrown 
here and there. 
 
LEAGUE TABLE (Up to and including Monday 20th December.) 

 

1 Bridgwater United FC U18    9 8 1  0 25 

2 Torquay United Youth U18    8 6 1  1 19 

3 Mangotsfield United U18 Youth U18   9 6 1  2 19 

4 Swindon Supermarine Youth FC U18  10 6 1  3 19 

5 Yeovil Town FC       8 4 0  4 12 

6 Bath City FC U18      8 3 2  3 11 

7 Wimborne Town FC U18 SWCYL     9 3 0  6  9 

8 New College Swindon (Academy) U18  10 1 0  9  3 

9 Paulton Rovers FC U18 SWCYL   11 1 0 10  3 
 

UPCOMING FIXTURES 

 

SWCL 08/01/22 10:30  New College Swindon U18 v Mangotsfield Utd U18  

SWCL 22/01/22 10:30  Mangotsfield Utd U18 v Paulton Rovers FC U18  

SWCL 29/01/22 10:30  Wimbourne Town U18 v Mangotsfield United U18   

SWCL 05/02/22 10:30  Mangotsfield United U18 v Torquay United U18   

SWCL  12/02/22 10:30 Mangotsfield United U18 v Bath City FC U18   

SWCL  19/02/22 10:30 Swindon Supermarine U18 v Mangotsfield United U18 

SWCL  26/02/22 10:30 Bridgwater United U18 v Mangotsfield United U18   

 

Home games played at SGS WISE campus (South Gloucestershire and Stroud 
College) New Rd, Stoke Gifford, Bristol BS34 8LP 10.30 kick off. 
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Western Counties Floodlight 
Youth League 

 

As mentioned in the previous programme, the 
Western Counties Youth League made a 

statement on the 14th December and have taken 

the decision the postpone all league matches until 
the 7th January due to their concerns over the 

rising rates of coronavirus. Therefore, 
Mangotsfield’s scheduled fixture on 3rd January at Odd Down will need to be 

re arranged for a later date.  
 

As it stands the next fixture for “The Field” is here at Cossham Street on 
10th January as we host Street. 

 
PREMIER DIVISION LEAGUE TALE 

 (up to and Including Monday 13th December) 

  
1 Clevedon Town  7 6 0 1 35 9 26 18 
2 Bristol Manor Farm  7 5 0 2 31 7 24 15 
3 Mangotsfield United  7 4 0 3 18 11   7 12 
4 Odd Down   8 3 1 3 10 24       -14 10 
5 Street    5 3 0 2 11 16  -5  9 
6 Weston Super Mare  6 1 1 4 5 19       -14  4 
7 Winscombe   6 0 0 6 3 27 -24  0 
 

REMAINING FIXTURES 
   
L 10/01/22   19:45   Mangotsfield United v Street 

Cup 17/01/22   19:45   Mangotsfield United v Keynsham Town  

L         31/01/22   19:45   Mangotsfield United  v   Bristol Manor Farm 

L 07/02/22   19:45   Mangotsfield United  v   Weston Super Mare 

 

* Cup ROGER STONE MEMORIAL CUP 2021- 2022 
 

TBA                                     Mangotsfield United   v        Clevedon  

TBA     Odd Down   v        Mangotsfield United 
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COMING SOON TO COSSHAM STREET……… 

 

 

SATURDAY 8 JANUARY 2022 AT 3.00PM** 
 
PITCHING IN SOUTHERN LEAGUE DIV ONE SOUTH  

 
MANGOTSFIELD UNITED v HIGHWORTH TOWN 

 
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
 

SATURDAY 22 JANUARY 2022 AT 3.00PM 
 

PITCHING IN SOUTHERN LEAGUE DIV ONE SOUTH  
 
MANGOTSFIELD UNITED v WILLAND ROVERS 
 
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

 
SATURDAY 26 FEBRUARY 2022 AT 3.00PM 
 

PITCHING IN SOUTHERN LEAGUE DIV ONE SOUTH  
 

MANGOTSFIELD UNITED v LYMINGTON TOWN 
 
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

 

COSSHAM CHATTER…….COSSHAM CHATTER 

 
MANGOTSFIELD UNITED FOOTBALL CLUB are grateful to Gary Hillard of the local 

family-run business Doug Hillard Sports for DONATING our FIRST TEAM KIT for 

this season. Located just 2½ miles away at 647 Fishponds Road, this Sports shop 

supplies our Club Shop with much of our stock. THANK YOU!! 
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With Shaun Lecrass 
 

Following reconsideration, the Supporters Club will continue to run until the end 

of the season, but unfortunately, the Golden Goal Tickets will no longer be 
available. We will, however, continue with match-day raffles following 
Saturday/Bank holiday afternoon matches. 

  
 

Whilst on the subject of raffles, the 
Christmas Grand raffle will be held 
on 27th December, with “squares” 

costing just £1 each. We have several 
prizes already (as pictured), but we are 

still looking for donations if anyone 
would like 
to help raise funds for the Club. 

 
 

The December 50 Club draw with prizes 
of £100, £50 and £25 will also take place on 27 December. This will be the last 
chance for any “newcomers” to join. For those who are not aware, (where have 

you been?), we hold a monthly draw for just £10 per month during the playing 
season.  

 
The Draw dates will be:-  

 
December Draw – Monday 27th December 

January Draw – Saturday 22nd January 

      February Draw – Saturday26th February 

      March Draw – Saturday 2nd April 

      April Draw – Monday 18th April 
 
      All Subject to fixtures taking place/ arranged fixtures being closer to the end 

of the month.         
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50 Club Members 
1 Shaun Mullen 21 Gary Phillips 

2 Tony Hannan 22 Shaun Lecrass 

3 Pat Mckeown 23 Gail Milne 

4 Supporters Club 24 Roger Williams 

5 Mike Hamilton 25 Ron Loftus 

6 Paul Box 26 Roger Coles 

7 Keith Hack 27  

8 Tracy Lecrass 28  

9 Andy Milne 29  

10 Richard Tomkins 30  

11 Martin Preedy  Monthly Winners 

12 John Wells Aug 1. Supporters Club, 2. Don Carter,3. Mike Hamilton 

13 Dave Follows Sept    1. Gary Phillips 2. Rich Tomkins 3. Pete Selway 

14 Steve Brown Oct 1. John Wells  2. Tony Hannan 3. Mike Richardson 

15 Terry Stevens Nov  

16 Steve Porter Dec  

17 Don J Carter Jan  

18 Mike Richardson Feb  

19 Players Mar  

20 Bob Maggs Apr  

 

There are still 5 more draws this season in the 50 Club so it is not too late to 

join, entry costs just £10 a month and gives you the opportunity to win either 
£100, £50 or £25. 

 
 

Mangotsfield United 

Supporters Club 
wish you all a very  
Happy New Year!!  
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Two of these today – here’s the first one:  
 

MANY football supporters hope their favourite Christmas present arrives 
on Boxing Day – in the shape of three points. 

 
Two Non-League sides Sheffield FC and Hallam FC – the world’s oldest and second 
oldest clubs – are the reason the game is played over the festive period. Hallam 

hosted their neighbours in the first ever inter-club match on Boxing Day 1860, 
also known as St Stephen’s Day. 

 
The Football League helped continue the tradition in their inaugural 22-game 
season in 1888-89 when Preston North End defeated Derby County 5-0 on 

December 26th. 
 

The ceasefires during World War I, 
particularly on Christmas Day in 1914 
when British and German troops played 

football together, are also said to have 
strengthened the game’s festive legacy. 

 
Matches were even played on December 
25th until 1965 when Blackpool beat 

Blackburn 4-2 in the First Division in front 
of over 20,000 fans (see programme) 

and Coventry beat Wrexham 5-3 in the 
Third Division. 
 

In 1913, Liverpool beat Manchester City 
4-2 on Christmas Day, lost the return 

game 1-0 on Boxing Day, before drawing 
3-3 at home with Blackburn Rovers the 
next day! 

 
In Europe, it is common to have a winter 

break over the festive period. The 
Premier League has recently introduced 

a winter break which this season takes 
place in January. 
 

The top-flight has maintained its Boxing Day fixture schedule as has the Football 
League – but the picture is slightly different within Non-League. 
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The National League, North and South will play on Sunday, December 26th this 
year and then on Tuesday 28th before playing again on Sunday, January 2nd. 

       
The Isthmian League, Northern Premier League & Southern League – at Steps 3 

and 4 – will not play on Boxing Day, competing on Monday, December 27th instead. 
 
They will, however, play on New Year’s Day and then on the Bank Holiday Monday, 

January 3rd. (Although not on the latter date in our division – Editor) 
 

With the majority of clubs at Steps 3 and 4 part-time, and given the difficulties 
faced over the past two seasons, having a Boxing Day off seems a sensible 
decision. Clubs at these levels and below rely on volunteers with players and 

managers balancing their playing commitments with full-time work. 
 

The differing schedules across the National League System will be welcome news 
to groundhoppers too, who will almost be able to watch a match-a-day during the 
winter period, while crowd sizes are likely to receive the usual boost with matches 

taking place on Bank Holidays. 
 

It wouldn’t feel right if Boxing Day football was completely abandoned, but it’s a 
good move from leagues to be looking after those who keep the game going. 

  
 

And here’s the second article: By Matthew Badcock 
  
It was Chris Waddle’s 61st birthday recently & an old video of the maestro 

scoring a wondergoal in a 6-a-side tournament surfaced on twitter. 
 

Receiving the ball while facing his own goal on the 
edge of his own area, the former England winger 
flicks the ball over his and his opponent’s head.  

 
As the ball drops he shapes to pass, but dummies to 

keep it at his feet, before setting off up the pitch. 
When he reaches the halfway line, without breaking 
stride, he clips the ball with the outside of left foot 

and sends an arcing shot over the keeper into the 
(much smaller than usual) goal’s top corner. It’s a 

great strike that oozes the class of his professional 
career. 
 

Now, there’s a bit of self-promotion here because 
Waddle (pictured) – we are reliably informed – is a 

regular NLP reader.       FIELD REVIEW - 24 



 

In the first Lockdown of March 2020, he spoke to my colleague David Richardson 
about his love for all levels of the game in this country – and is still playing. 

 
Only a few weeks earlier he scored a trademark stunner for Long Bennington 

Veterans FC, of the East Midlands Veterans League Conference East, against 
Bottesford in the Olivia Hinton Trophy. 
 

“I was talking to someone the other day about music & I asked why is it that Rod 
Stewart & The Stones keep on touring?” Waddle told David. “They must be so 

secure money-wise, why do they still do it?” They said, ‘Well why do you still play 
football?’. Because I love it & my friend said, ‘Well, there’s your answer’.” 
 

Waddle admitted back then that he may turn to walking football instead – another 
fantastic way for people who don’t quite have the legs for the running anymore, 

but still have the thirst for a competitive game and, perhaps most importantly, 
the social interaction and camaraderie with others. 
 

A big shame of the Covid-interrupted seasons were the young players robbed of 
a season in their careers.  

 
But for players at the end of their time, it was probably worse as they weren’t able 

to hang up the boots on their own terms. Some weren’t able to take that last 
applause of appreciation as they left the pitch. 

 

Sprinkled around Non-League football are the Golden 
Oldies still turning out each Saturday. The Peter Pans 

who aren’t giving it up while they still feel good. 
 
Jefferson Louis is 42 but recently signed for North 

Leigh and getting on the scoresheet. Barry Hayles is 
assistant at Merstham but has his run outs, while Paul 

Brayson is still knocking in the goals for Newcastle 
Benfield aged 42.  
 

Jamie Cureton (pictured) is 46 and playing for Enfield, 
where he is also manager. In recent years, he’s talked 

about how looking after his body in the latter stages 
of his pro days has helped him enjoy more than a 
decade of playing long after others have to retire. 

 
Former Ipswich Town winger Carlos Edwards, 43, can 

be spotted in Isthmian Division One North Bury Town’s midfield. 
 
In the National League South, Keith Emmerson is still going strong at 38. His day 

job as a PT for the Army probably helps!  
 

Crusaders boss Danny Robinson recently told me about his importance to their 
dressing room and his leadership qualities although joked, “He’s in his…what’s 
past twilight of a career?” Perhaps we should do a Golden Oldies Team of the 

Season this year? Drop us a line if there’s anyone at your club who should make 
the cut. nlp@greenwayspublishing.co.uk    FIELD REVIEW - 25 
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PHOTOCALL: ACTION v BIDEFORD ON 13/11  
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AND ANOTHER THING - 1!! 

 

Hopefully, you’ve all had a good Christmas, so now we move rapidly on to another 
New Year, with my final column of 2021, so let’s crack on: 

 
THE MAGIC OF THE FA CUP! Well, we know that the last 
20 years or so has seen the FA Cup devalued by the big 

boys, but for the fans at least, the Third Round Draw is 
still one of the BIG occasions in the football calendar.  

I’m sure many of us a certain age can remember 
huddling around a radio on a Monday lunchtime in 
school or at work to hear the draw, hoping your club 

would land a plum tie, and then in later years, like 
nowadays, we now watch it on TV on a Monday night. 

There is still that buzz when all the balls are tipped out 
of the bag into the drum – with whoever is doing that 
task praying they don’t leave a ball in the bag – and 

then away you go with the draw.  I always felt that if 
your team’s ball came out really early, it kind of ruined 

the event for you; you eagerly await the draw all day, but if you’re drawn out first, 
it sort of kills the excitement to an extent. My view is that most fans want their 
team’s ball to stay in the bag as long as possible, just to keep the excitement 

going. 
 

Then the draw is completed & we all reflect on it, just as we did a few weeks ago 
on that Monday night & there are always some cracking ties in prospect. Can 
Shrewsbury win at Liverpool? Could Chesterfield stun Chelsea at Stamford Bridge? 

Will Bournemouth come a cropper away to well-known giant-killers Yeovil Town?  
Can Swindon surprise Man City?  Will little Morecambe be overawed by the size of 

the stadium when they visit Tottenham? And could Cambridge United go down in 
history by winning away at Newcastle, the richest club on the planet?   
 

But as ever, (yawn zzzzzzz) the TV companies pick their favourites for live 
broadcast, leaving the really plum ties on the side-lines, so here are the ones 

they have selected for showing in early January: 
 
Man Utd v Aston Villa – Jeez, talk about no imagination at all!  Man Utd once 

again? Who wants to see two Squad XI Premier League teams play each other yet 
again? So much for the magic of the Cup. I struggle to remember the last time a 

United FA Cup tie wasn’t shown live on TV.  Yes, the same United that pulled out 
of the FA Cup in 2000 to chase even more money & who stuck 2 fingers up to the 

FA Cup at that time.  We non-United fans haven’t forgotten that, you know! 
Millwall v Crystal Palace – OK, south London derby, could be interesting! 
Hull City v Everton – Could be a shock there, I grant you that. 

West Ham v Leeds – Really??  Two Squad XIs for sure…… 
Nottingham Forest v Arsenal – Doesn’t sound as exciting as it might have done 

years ago. I’ll go for 0-0. 
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AND ANOTHER THING - 2!! 
 

I’m not exactly massively overawed by that list at all, and not a hint of 
Shrewsbury, Chesterfield, Yeovil, Swindon, Morecambe, Cambridge or even 

Kidderminster Harriers, the lowest-ranked side left in the tournament, as they 
look to shock Reading, getting their moment in the limelight. 
          

All of those smaller clubs could have done with the £85k TV fee, rather than the 
likes of Man Utd or West Ham.  The magic of the FA Cup?  Well, it is still out there, 

but clearly, the TV companies don’t want to show those bits, especially the 
Liverpool v Shrewsbury tie, bearing in mind that Jurgen Klopp has never really 
been interested in the FA Cup anyway…..  

 
Now to sum it all up in one sentence: “It is maddening how the FA bang the 

drum about non-league & lower league sides in the FA Cup, but then drop 
them as soon as the big boys enter the fray…..”   

 

FIRST BATCH OF 
QUICKIES:  What a 

lovely tradition 
every December 
over there at Real 

Betis in Spain, 
where the fans are 

encouraged to throw 
things on to the 
pitch, as per the 

picture on the left – 
cuddly toys for 

under-privileged 
children, and 

literally hundreds of teddies & other cuddlies are lobbed through the air on to the 

pitch & collected up afterwards!  A fabulous gesture…… You’ve got to laugh, 
haven’t you? This joke was on social media the other week: “Manchester United 

have confirmed that all travelling fans will be refunded for their trip to Brentford, 
after the game was called off with very little notice given. To claim your £4 single 
Underground fare back to Croydon, please email your Oyster receipt to Manchester 

United FC, Old Trafford, Manchester” …….  
 

SOME QUICKIES TO FINISH OFF THE FINAL COLUMN IN 2021: Ipswich’s 2-0 FA 
Cup replay loss at Barrow must surely be one of the lowest points in the club’s 

history, but one day later, they appointed Man Utd assistant coach Kieran 
McKenna as their new manager.  A bit of a gamble perhaps? ……. Meanwhile, I 
just happened to notice the gate figure at the Man Utd v Aston Villa Women’s 

match – it was 1,001.  I wonder who was the one then?  Mind you, I would have 
expected any team representing Man U at a decent standard of football to be 

watched by more than just a thousand people….. And an interesting couple of 
goalscorers at last week’s Tiverton 2, Merthyr 2 match – Gary Warren for 
Tivvy & Lewis Powell for Merthyr. Two of the best players to wear a Mangos shirt 

in the last 20 years! 
Happy New Year one and all!!   THE FIELD MARSHALL       FIELD REVIEW - 28  



 

         



 

            



 

     
 

           



 

 



 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
See you all on SATURDAY 8 JANUARY 2022, here 

at The Theatre of Dreams, for the visit of 

HIGHWORTH TOWN. This game kicks off at 

3.00pm.    

 
                 VERSUS 

               
 

08/01/22  MANGOTSFIELD UNITED v HIGHWORTH TOWN   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

   


