
 



 



 



 
 

FIELD REVIEW - 1 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  
OK, we are now into December & we have arrived at 
a particular fixture that has been looming on the 

horizon for the past couple of months, the visit of our 
old friends from BARNSTAPLE TOWN – and if we 

thought it has been a difficult season here at MUFC, 
then what the devil has it been like at Mill Road?  Just 
look at the league table if you don’t understand that 

comment. 
 

My philosophy in football has always been the same, even though I’m just a fan 
& not a manager, player, coach or chairman. You try & do the best you can with 
what you have at your disposal; you try & finish as high in the table as you can; 

you target the team above you as being the next hurdle for you to leap over; and 
you try & make sure that the teams below you remain below you! So whatever 

happens today, Barnstaple will still be below us, but I think 
that this is a MUST-WIN game, from our point of view.  It is all 
about the psychological approach of beating the teams around 

you, and most definitely, the one(s) below you. 
 

If Barnstaple think in the same way, then we are the team 
immediately above them & they will be more than determined 
to get some points on the board today. It is a must-win game 

for them too.   
 

Our last 2 home games saw us beat BIDEFORD 3-1 & then 
EVESHAM 3-2, so to pick up all 6 points inside that 3-day spell 
was absolutely fantastic! It is all about the team, of course, 

and they truly worked their socks off in getting those wins, but 
we know only too well that the goals of KYE SIMPSON 

(pictured) have coincided massively with our overall change 
for form in recent weeks.  Being able to sign KYE has made a 

huge difference in our fortunes already & it’s not taken rocket 
science to realise we needed a little more experience here & 

there in the side – SAM LARKINS has also made a difference in that respect.   

 
Losing 4-1 at SHOLING a fortnight ago & then 3-0 at FROME last week were 

always going to be tough learning curves, but we were the underdogs in both 
games, in taking on the top 2 sides on their home grounds, so we had nothing to 
lose in either game.  We didn’t get anything from either match – and very few 

teams will get anything at either Frome & Sholing this season – so we now look 
ahead to today and the rest of this month, with another tough one coming up 

away at CIRENCESTER TOWN next Saturday (11th).  
 
OK, Remember the cry: COME ON THE FIELD!  Editor    FIELD REVIEW - 2 



 

THE MANAGER’S VIEW 
 

I would like to start by wishing everyone a warm welcome 

to Cossham Street this afternoon for our encounter 
against Barnstaple Town and extend warm welcome to all 

their players, officials and supporters who have travelled 
up from North Devon today. 

 
Since picking up a few points at home to Bideford and Evesham, we have 

had two very tough away fixtures against the top two sides in the league. 

We competed well in both games, but a few schoolboy errors have ended 
up with us conceding goals in both matches, which is something that we 

need to address, but we have to put those games behind us and 
concentrate on our mini-league at the foot of the table. 

 
We understand only too well the importance of today's game & we are very 

much aware that under their new management, Barnstaple’s performances, 
and their results, have improved of late. We are under no illusion how hard 

this game is going to be today, but if we can execute what we need to do, 
then we will give ourselves a much better chance of getting the right result.  

 
On the player front, we still have a couple of players who will need to pass 

late fitness tests, Owen Humphries, Joe Cattermole & Tyler Jackson in 
particular. 

 

See you in the bar after the game!     Razor 

 

SHAUN MABY  
 

Sadly, Mangotsfield United FC lost a very 

loyal supporter ten years ago on 1st 
December 2011. Shaun (Bubsy) Maby 

sadly passed aged just 44 years 
 

The Players will be staying behind 
afterwards to pay their respects to Shaun 

and his family, who are sponsoring 
today’s game in his honour & hie memory. 

This also gives all supporters the 
opportunity to meet the players & 

management of our Club.  Please join us 
after the game – you will all be most 

welcome.  
         FIELD REVIEW - 3 

           



 

DAVE’S DIARY 
 

GOOD AFTERNOON EVERYONE & WELCOME TO 

COSSHAM STREET for today’s home game against our 
old friends from BARNSTAPLE TOWN, the mighty 
“Barum”. We trust they will enjoy their trip up from 

North Devon today, but not that much, if you know 
what I mean! Nonetheless, thank you all for your 

attendance & for reading this programme on-line. 
 
Picking up 6 points last month in consecutive home 

wins v BIDEFORD & EVESHAM was just what the 
doctor ordered, wasn’t it?  I felt all along beforehand 

that we certainly needed 4 points from 6, if at all 
possible & I certainly thought winning v Bideford would 
certainly be the “easier” of the two – note the inverted 

commas there, implying that NO game is easy anyway; even more so when you 
are battling against relegation, as we are! But no, we beat EVESHAM too & it 

was just a pity I missed that game, but I was certainly there for BIDEFORD & it 
was great to see the boys pick up the points.  Of course, the goals of KYE 
SIMPSON have made all the difference lately and whatever happens come the 

end of this season, then clearly, the signing of KYE & the goals he has scored so 
far, will prove to be one of the key decisions of the entire campaign at MUFC.  

 
Subsequent away defeats at the grounds of the top two teams (Sholing & Frome) 
won’t have affected our spirit too much. Most pundits would not have expected 

us to get anything from either game & whether we could have or not is now 
history anyway, so we move on & concentrate on the here and now, plus what is 

coming up in the coming weeks.  
 
NOW YOU MAY WELL HAVE SPOTTED SOME OF THE CHANGES taking place over 

at our neighbours LARKHALL ATHLETIC, all involving ex-MUFC personnel! 
Manager PHIL BATER has stood down, presumably bringing an end to a very 

long career as both a player & manager; OLLIE PRICE has replaced him in the 
Larks’ hot seat – OLLIE was, of course, manager here before resigning in February 

2020, which also saw the immediate departure of 
(virtually) our entire playing squad as well.  OLLIE had 
a difficult enough job to do here as it was, and he did 

that superbly too, but although we’ve had a few years 
of hard times here at MUFC, I think you can reasonably 

say that things definitely worsened after PHIL 
BATER’s departure. Still, it’s all history now. Good luck 
to both Ollie & Phil in the future!  

 
A third change at Plain Ham has also seen our former 

striker LEWIS POWELL (pictured) join Merthyr Town. 
We wish Lewis all the best with the Martyrs!  
 

Anyway, enjoy today’s game and let’s see if we can get 3 vital points against a 
battling Barum side, who will be just as determined to get some points on the 

board. Come on You Mangos!  Dave                FIELD REVIEW - 4         



 

RECENT MATCH REPORTS FROM THE NLP  
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

I think it’s good to see how our games are reported, especially 

as the NLP is, of course, a national newspaper, even though it 
is aimed mainly at the National League. 

 
In the past, the Sunday Independent was THE paper to buy on 

a Sunday for local non-league match reports & I often found it 
would take a day or three to read it all – now in football terms, 
& for various reasons, it is a shadow of its former self & I haven’t 

bought it for at least 2 years, more like 3, I reckon. 
 

Then there’s the Bristol Post – some weeks we will get good 
coverage on a Monday & on other occasions, we won’t.  
Obviously, the BP likes to feature different teams most weeks & 

that’s fair enough too. There is a lot of local non-league football 
to cover in the Bristol area!       
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WELCOME TO BARNSTAPLE TOWN!!   

    

History of Barnstaple Town FC 

 
Founded in 1904 as Pilton Yeo Vale, the club entered the North Devon league. 
They were founder members along with Ilfracombe, South Molton, Pilton Social 

Barnstaple Y.M.C.A, Braunton and Bideford. 
 

Their first ever league match was on 1st October 
1904 when they played Ilfracombe at Pilton Park and 
were defeated 4-2. The club changed its name to 

Barnstaple Town at the end of the season and 
continued in the North Devon League, Devon & 

Exeter League and then the South Western League. 
 

When the Western League was reformed after the 

Second World War, Barnstaple Town entered two 
teams, one in Division 2 and a reserve side in 

Division 3. The early 1950's were one of the club's 
most successful times under the management of 

Arthur Coles. In 1953, Barnstaple won the Western league First Division 

Championship, but only after a nail-biting climax to the season with everything 
depending on the results of matches being played on the final day of the League 

Season. 
 
On that day, Barnstaple Town beat Dorchester Town 6-1 and their challengers for 

the title, Street won 2-1 at Wells City. That left the sides level on points and when 
the goal average was calculated, Street had 2.07 and incredibly Barnstaple had 

2.08. 
 
The club also beat Plymouth Argyle in the final of the Devon Pro' Cup at Home 

Park that season, but sadly Coles moved on to Weymouth and the club never had 
quite the same success again. 

 
Cameron Buchanan, the former Wolves and Bournemouth player, local lads Fred 

Smale and Ray Smith, Bill Johnson formerly of Grimsby Town, Noel Peyton, the 
ex-Leeds United and Eire International, John Hancock, formerly with Exeter City 
and ex Barnsley and Doncaster Rovers player Lol Chappell all tried to revive 

Barnstaple's fortunes from the manager’s seat, but with no great success. 
 

Player Manager Charlie Sells, who had been with Exeter City, built up the club in 
the 1970's followed by the former Andover keeper Trevor Morris and then Brian 
Perks. 

 
Perks left Mill Road for Bideford during the season of 1979/80 and under the 

guidance of joint managers Brian Hill and Dave Baglow, Barum went on to win the 
Western League Championship for the second time, winning by one point from 
AFC Bournemouth Reserves. 

 
That title went virtually unnoticed as there was a printer’s strike at the time and 

no newspapers were printed.           FIELD REVIEW - 6 



 

Richard Gray took over the following season and brought some success to the club 
although they never won the title. 

 
A couple of seasons later he left after a disagreement with the club, and after a 

succession of managers, Town lost their Premier status in 1989/90. Brian Hill was 
again appointed manager to put Town back in the Premier Division and after 3 
seasons in the wilderness, won the First Division Championship in 1993/94 in fine 

style, scoring more goals and recording more points than ever before. Jeff Evans 
was appointed manager in 2002 and, along with his assistant Peter Buckingham, 

guided the club to the final of The Devon Bowl where they were narrowly beaten 
by Tiverton Town. 

 

The following season Peter Buckingham took over as 
sole manager and Barum finished in seventh place in 

the league, their highest finish for many a season. 
 

During the 2008/09 season, Owen Pickard took over 

the manager’s seat for his first taste of management 
and was able to save the club from what looked like 

certain relegation at the Christmas period of the 
season. 

 
Barnstaple remained in the Premier League until the 

end of the 2012/13 season when they were relegated to Western League Division 

One – the first time in their history that they had finished at the bottom of their 
division. 

 
The gloom surrounding Mill Road was to be short lived as in the December of 2013 
the club appointed the joint management team of Barry Yeo and Karl Baggaley. 

Building a squad where, on occasions, all eleven players on the field were born in 
Barnstaple – surely a record that not many teams at any level of football would 

be able to equal - the managers turned the 2013/14 season around and finished 
a creditable 3rd. In their first full season in charge, 2014/15, the club returned to 
the Western League Premier Division by winning the First Division title for the 3rd 

time in its history. 
 

Their total of 100 points, 128 goals scored and a goal difference of 101 were 
among 15 club records set during the year, in addition to reaching the final of the 
Les Phillips Cup for the second time. 2015/16 was to be equally successful. After 

an average start, the team went on two long unbeaten runs which saw them finish 
as runners up in the Premier Division, missing out on back to back titles by just 3 

points, but securing the coveted prize of promotion to the Southern League 
Division One South & West. 
 

This would see them playing at the highest level in the club’s history – the biggest 
step the club had taken since joining the Western League in 1948. 
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At the end of 2016/17, having secured Southern League football for a second 
season with a 17th place finish, the management duo stood down and as is often 

the case in these situations, most of the players also left for challenges elsewhere. 
 

Since then, the club has found life hard in the Southern League. 
 

Only a combination of other clubs’ misfortunes and a 

global pandemic have saved the club from relegation 
on the next four occasions. 

 
Following the club`s Emirates FA Cup exit at the 
hands of Lymington Town at the start of the 2021/22, 

manager, Dean Edwards left the club and his Assistant 
Kevin Darch was appointed as caretaker-manager. 

 
He made a great start, overseeing a superb victory 
over Plymouth Parkway in the Southern League 

Challenge Cup, and is now joined by another ex-player, Kevin Squire, as joint 
managers for the season. 

 
League honours 

 
Western Football League Premier Division: Winners: 1952–53, 1979–80, Runners-
up: 1980–81, 1981–82, 2015-16 

 
Western Football League Division One: Winners: 1949–50, 1993–94, 2014-15 

 
Devon and Exeter Football League: Winners: 1946–47 
 

North Devon League Premier Division: Winners: 1904–05, 1908–09 , Runners-up: 
1906–07 

 
Cup honours 
 

Devon Pro Cup Winners: 1952–53, 1962–63, 1964–65, 1967–68, 1969–70, 1971–
72, 1972–73, 1974–75, 1976–77, 1977–78, 1978–79, 1979–80, 1980–81 

 
Devon St Lukes Cup: Winners: 1987–88, Runners-up: 2005–06 
 

Western Football League Les Philips Cup: Runners-up: 1995–96, 2014-15 
 

Other Records 
 
Highest League Position: 1st in Western premier Division 1952–53, 1979–80 

 
F.A Cup best Performance: First round 1951–52, 1954–55, 1959–60, 1972–73 

 
F.A. Trophy best performance: Second round 1971–72 
 

F.A. Vase best performance: Fourth round 1994–95  (FIELD REVIEW – 8) 



 

Record Attendance – 6200 v Bournemouth & Boscombe Athletic, F.A. Cup 1st 
Round Proper 1954 

 
Biggest win – 12–1 v Tavistock, F.A. Cup 3rd Qualifying Round 1954 

 
Biggest defeat – 1–10 v Mangotsfield United, Western League 1990–91 
 

Record Transfer fee paid – £4,000 to Hungerford for Joe Scott 
 

Record Transfer fee received – £6,000 to Bristol City for Ian Doyle 
 
 

BARNSTAPLE TOWN FC PEN PICTURES  

 
MANAGERS 

 
KEVIN DARCH 

 
Took over the managerial hot-seat from the Dean 
Edwards earlier this season in a caretaker capacity 

before being appointed joint-manager in October 
2021. Darchie has a long association with his 

hometown club and was also appointed Vice-
Chairman in February 2020. 

 
Previous to that, he represented the club as a player and jointly managed the First 
Team in 2017/18 and 2018/19. Kevin was also a part of the Exeter City youth set-

up back in the early 90s and can still be seen swinging in corners at the occasional 
Barum reserve team game.  

 
Won his first game in charge as caretaker-manager when he saw his side beat 
Plymouth Parkway 4-3 on penalties after a thrilling 3-3 draw. 

 
KEVIN SQUIRE 

 
A legend at both Barnstaple and neighbours Bideford 
for his goal-scoring exploits over twenty years. Kev 

was appointed joint manager in October 2021 
following a successful period as assistant manager at 

Ilfracombe Town. 
 

 

SOME OF THE BARUM PLAYERS 
 

BRIAN LEVIEN 
Re-joined the club last season from Torridgeside. Began as a progressive 
midfielder, but more recently, has been seen in a right-wing back role. A tenacious 

player who always give his all. 
 

         FIELD REVIEW - 9 



 

JACOB EVANS 
Attacking midfielder Jacob Evans made a number of promising appearances for 

Torquay United’s First XI during United’s warm-up matches in July 2019 & 
continued to display his potential in both youth & reserve matches throughout the 

course of the 2019/20 campaign, as well as receiving international recognition in 
November, after being called up to represent the England Colleges National Team. 
Joined Barum during the summer & has figured regularly in the First XI since then. 

 
HARRY BAMFORTH 

Like Jacob Evans, joined Barum during the summer from Torquay United. Played 
in a number of first team friendlies for the Gulls ahead of the 20/21 season and 
since joining Barnstaple, he has been a regular on the first team scene. 

 
NATHANIEL HAWKINS 

Another youngster who began his career at Torquay United and moved to Mill 
Road during the summer. Has been club captain and scored the winning penalty 
in Barum’s dramatic penalty shoot-out victory over Plymouth Parkway recently in 

the Southern League Challenge Cup. 
 

EUAN WASHBROOK 
20-year-old defender who has previously played for Elmore FC. Began with Barum 

on the bench against Lymington Town in the opening game of the 21-22 season. 
Made his first appearance on the pitch as a second-half substitute in the home 
match against Melksham Town. 

 
LUIS EDMONDSON 

Defender and product of the Torquay United youth system, Luis joined Barnstaple 
at the beginning of this season. Played for Tavistock AFC in the Western League 
Premier Division when released by the Gulls. 

 
MIKE HUMPHRIES 

With 71 appearances in his first stint with the club, Mike has by far played more 
games for Town than anyone in the current squad. He made his debut in a 3-1 
loss at AFC Totton under manager Richard Pears back on the 12th August 2017. A 

tough tackler, Mike is at home playing in defence or midfield hoping to add to the 
3 goals he has scored for the club. 

 
Look out for the Barum 
flags today! 

(Photograph by courtesy 
of the Barnstaple Town 

FC website) 
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WHAT THE PAPERS SAY 
 

“I’M ALL IN FOR THE DURATION AND I WILL GIVES THIS JOB EVERYTHING THAT 
IT NEEDS FOR IT TO BE A SUCCESS. I WILL BE 100% COMMITTED TO VILLA AND 

SO WILL MY STAFF.  IT IS VERY UNFAIR AND 
YOU WILL NEVER HEAR ME SAYING THAT THIS 
JOB IS A STEPPING-STONE FOR ME. FOR ME, I 

AM REALLY HONOURED AND PROUD TO BE IN 
THIS POSITION AT THIS FOOTBALL CLUB”.  The 

words of new Aston Villa manager Steven 
Gerrard (pictured), as quoted in Then Sun on 19 
November 2021, as he attempted to deflect 

press comments that he was using the Villa job 
as a “stepping-stone” to his dream job one day 

of managing Liverpool- although that particular 
hot seat is not vacant right now & not likely to 
be vacant for a long time to come anyway! 

 
Gerrard’s tenure as Villa manager will be guided by results, of course, as with all 

managers, but if he struggles in charge at Villa Park, then you can expect the 
Liverpool story to re-emerge again & again….. but right now, I’d say that he is a 
good fit for the Villa hot-seat, so let him get his feet under the table & let’s see 

what he does.  All eyes will be on him next week, though, when he takes Villa up 
to Anfield! Every move he makes will be closely scrutinised by the media!     

 
IT REMAINS AN INCREDIBLE PRIVILEGE TO LEAD THIS TEAM AND TO LEAD MY 
COUNTRY. WE HAVE A GREAT OPPORTUNITY IN FRONT OF US”.  The words of 

England manager Gareth Southgate, as quoted in The Sun on 22 November 2021, 
after he signed a new contract with the FA, keeping him in the Wembley hot seat 

until late 2024. 
 
For me, that was good news. Here we have the most successful manager since 

the Alf Ramsey era, including results obtained. More finals and semi-finals than 
the previous umpteen England managers put together. We were let down far too 

often by the so-called “Golden Generation” & there came a time when watching 
England became an almighty chore. Now we have a young exciting team that 
respects their manager and actually wants to wear the shirt!  

 
And yet some people still complain. Bottom line is that I can't think of anyone 

better to replace him. Southgate doesn't get the credit he deserves from many 
fans/pundits/chairmen etc. Under his management, we've gone from being a team 

humiliated in the Euros by Iceland 5 or 6 years ago to a team that will be widely 
considered to be amongst the favourites to win the World Cup in Qatar in a year’s 
time. Some people say he got the tactics wrong in that Euro Final defeat & perhaps 

he did, but we still reached a Final & how many times have we ever done that? 
Some so-called supporters just act as if we have a divine right to win things & 

play champagne football whilst doing it, but football’s not quite like that, is it?  
Southgate was also touted to replace OGK at Old Trafford, but no, they’ve chosen 
to go down the route of appointing a bloke no one has ever heard of as “interim 

manager”, but Southgate decided to stay out of that scenario and rightly so!     
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Mangotsfield United 

are now using a 

minibus supplied by 

Kingswood 

Community 

Transport to transport 

players to away 

matches. 
 

 

Kingswood Community Transport is a registered charity & also a company limited 

by guarantee. Support, in large part, is received from the West of England 
Combined Authority. There is a signed Service Level Agreement between 

Kingswood Community Transport & West of England Combined Authority covering 
the services we provide for users & the community. Additional revenue comes from 
group hire, provided to affiliated user groups, and from charitable donations & 

other small grants. 
 

Volunteers play an absolutely essential part, and contribute in a major way, to the 
success of Kingswood Community Transport, and without their support only a 
fraction of the services that we deliver could continue to be delivered. Currently, 

there are over 40 volunteers helping Kingswood Community Transport to deliver 
its services covering driving vehicles, office support & helping group bookings etc. 

Kingswood Community Transport provides accessible vehicles for people who 
cannot easily use public transport or who are transport-disadvantaged. 
 

KCT’s Dial-&-Ride service will allow you to visit family & friends, do your shopping, 
keep your hairdressing appointments, keep medical appointments such as 

doctors, dentists, opticians, physiotherapy etc, play an active part in the 
community as you visit local community groups or just meet a few friends at a 
local cafe, restaurant or bar. 

 
The service also covers return trips to all hospitals, although there is an additional 

charge for this service. Please speak to the office for further information. 
 
To use our Dial-&-Ride and Doctors Shuttle services, you first need to become a 

member of Kingswood Community Transport. This is easy and costs a nominal fee 
of just £22.50 per year. 

 
If you are a holder of a Diamond Travel Card, then Dial-&-Ride and Doctors Shuttle 
trips with cost you £2.00 each way or £3.00 if trip over 5 miles. 

 
For all members without a Diamond Travel Card the cost is £3.00 each way or 

£4.00 if trip over 5 miles. 
 

For more information, please call 0117 961 6016. We are open Monday to Friday 
9am to 4:30pm, or visit https://www.kingswoodct.org.uk 
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PLAYER PROFILE – HARRY HAUGHTON  
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MANGOTSFIELD UNITED FC FIXTURES 
 
DATES-FIXTURES-RESULTS-ATTENDANCES-SCORERS – SEASON 2021-2022 

 

THE PITCHING IN SOUTHERN LEAGUE DIVISION ONE SOUTH (PISL1S)  

 

14/08 SHOLING   PISL1S Home  0-2 126 

17/08 Evesham United   PISL1S Away  1-2 280 Own goal 

21/08 TAVISTOCK   FACPR Home  3-0 200 Nderemani 2, Towler 

28/08 PLYMOUTH PARKWAY PISL1S Home  0-6 147 

30/08 Bristol Manor Farm  PISL1S Away  0-2 311 

04/09 Frome Town   FAC1Q Away  0-1 392 

11/09 LARKHALL ATHLETIC PISL1S Home   1-4 222 Humphries 

18/09 Willand Rovers   PISL1S Away  1-1 095 Nderemani  

25/09 Highworth Town   PISL1S Away  0-2 143 

28/09 AFC TOTTON   PISL1S Home  0-5 103 

02/10 CINDERFORD TOWN  PISL1S Home  3-1 101 AF, WN, OH                                                                                                                         

05/10 MELKSHAM TOWN  LCR1 Home  0-6 093   

09/10 Willand Rovers   BFT2Q Away  1-2 138 Cattermole 

23/10 MELKSHAM TOWN  PISL1S Home  0-2 200 

30/10 Lymington Town   PISL1S Away  0-3 098 

06/11 PAULTON ROVERS  PISL1S Home  2-4 103 Simpson 2 -  

09/11 Bristol Manor Farm  GFAT Away  4-0 186 Simpson 2, WN,  DM 

13/11 BIDEFORD   PISL1S Home  3-1 125 Simpson 2, McBeam 

16/11 EVESHAM UNITED  PISL1S Home  3-2 145 Simpson 3 

20/11 Sholing    PISL1S Away  1-4 123 Humphries 

27/11 Frome Town   PISL1S Away  0-3 401 

04/12 BARNSTAPLE TOWN  PISL1S Home 

11/12 Cirencester Town   PISL1S Away 

18/12 WINCHESTER CITY  PISL1S Home 

27/12 BRISTOL MANOR FARM PISL1S Home 

01/01 Slimbridge   PISL1S Away 

08/01 HIGHWORTH TOWN  PISL1S Home 

15/01 Larkhall Athletic   PISL1S Away 

22/01 WILLAND ROVERS  PISL1S Home 

29/01  AFC Totton   PISL1S Away 

05/02 Cinderford Town   PISL1S Away 

12/02 

19/02 Melksham Town   PISL1S Away 

26/02 LYMINGTON TOWN  PISL1S Home 

05/03 Barnstaple Town   PISL1S Away 

12/03 

19/03 FROME TOWN   PISL1S Home 

26/03 Winchester City   PISL1S Away 

02/04 CIRENCESTER TOWN  PISL1S Home 

09/04 Paulton Rovers   PISL1S Away 

16/04 Plymouth Parkway  PISL1S Away 

18/04 SLIMBRIDGE   PISL1S Home 

23/04 Bideford    PISL1S Away 

27/04     Play-Off Semi-Final 

30/04     Championship Matches 

02/05     Play-Off Final 

          

Key: AF – Andre Freckleton, OH – Owen Humphries, WN – Wayne Nderemani   
DM – Daniel McBeam                                                                  FIELD REVIEW - 17 

 
 



 

MUFC YOUTH TEAM NEWS 
          

South West Counties Youth League 

Our youngsters had a break from league action last week when the played 

Paulton Rovers in the Gary Else Memorial Cup. “The Field” who lost 3-2 in 
the cup final last season in a narrow defeat to Bridgwater United, made 

certain of progressing to the next round with a convincing 15-0 win. 
Elsewhere in the cup, last season’s cup winners, Bridgwater, had to play 

into extra time to finally overcome Bath City and run out 3-1 winners. 
Torquay United had a comfortable 7-0 win as they hosted Swindon 

Supermarine despite the two clubs occupying 3rd and 2nd places, 
respectively, in the league table, whilst Yeovil Town beat New College 

Swindon 4-1. 
 

This morning (Saturday 4th Dec), 2nd placed Swindon Supermarine host 
league leaders Bridgwater, whilst “The Field”, currently in 4th place, host 5th 

placed Yeovil Town. Torquay United, who sit in 3rd place, host 6th placed 

Bath City whilst Wimborne and Paulton face each other in a match towards 
the bottom end of the table; so weather permitting, a few crucial matches 

could make all the difference today in the league table. 
 
LEAGUE TABLE (up to and including Saturday 27 November 2021)  
 

1 Bridgwater United FC U18    7 6 1 0 19 
2 Swindon Supermarine  U18    9 6 1 2 19 
3 Torquay United Youth U18    7 5 1 1 16 

4 Mangotsfield United U18     8 5 1 2 16 
5 Yeovil Town FC U18     7 4 0 3 12 
6 Bath City FC U18     7 3 2 2 11 
7 Wimborne Town FC U18     7 2 0 5  6 
8 Paulton Rovers FC U18     9 1 0 8  3 
9 New College Swindon U18    9 0 0 9  0 

 
UPCOMING FIXTURES 

 
SWCL 04/12/21 10:30  Mangotsfield Utd U18 v Yeovil Town FC U18 
GELC 11/12/21 10:30  Mangotsfield Utd U18 v Torquay United U18 

SWCL 08/01/22 10:30  New College Swindon U18 v Mangotsfield Utd U18  
SWCL 22/01/22 10:30  Mangotsfield Utd U18 v Paulton Rovers FC U18 

SWCL 29/01/22 10:30  Wimbourne Town U18 v Mangotsfield United U18   
SWCL 05/02/22 10:30  Mangotsfield United U18 v Torquay United U18  
SWCL 12/02/22 10:30  Mangotsfield United U18 v Bath City FC U18   

SWCL 19/02/22 10:30  Swindon Supermarine U18 v Mangotsfield United  
SWCL 26/02/22 10:30  Bridgwater United U18 v Mangotsfield United U18   

 
Home games played at SGS WISE campus (South Gloucestershire and Stroud 
College) New Rd, Stoke Gifford, Bristol BS34 8LP 10.30 kick off. 
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Western Counties Floodlight 
Youth League 

 

 

Our youngsters travelled to “The Creek,” earlier this week on Monday evening in 
a bid to close the gap on league leaders Bristol Manor Farm. An entertaining match 

on a cold wintery evening ended: 
 
Bristol Manor Farm 1 Mangotsfield United 2. The result means “The Field” 

have 12 points and are now just three points behind the league leaders. In yet 
another top of the table clash we host 2nd placed Clevedon Town here at Cossham 

Street on Monday evening (6th Dec) kick off 7.45pm. Please come along and 
get behind the lads as they seek to stay in contention with the two clubs above 

them. 
 
With just five league games left “The Field” have home advantage in four matches 

with just one away trip to the Bath based club Odd Down. 
 

REMAINING FIXTURES 

   
L 06/12/21   19:45   Mangotsfield United v Clevedon Town  

L 03/01/22   19:30  Odd Down v Mangotsfield United  

L 10/01/22   19:45   Mangotsfield United v Street 

Cup 17/01/22   19:45   Mangotsfield United v Keynsham Town  

L         31/01/22   19:45   Mangotsfield United  v   Bristol Manor Farm 

L 07/02/22   19:45   Mangotsfield United  v   Weston Super Mare 

 

* Cup ROGER STONE MEMORIAL CUP 2021- 2022 

 

PREMIER DIVISION LEAGUE TALE 
 ( up to and Including Monday 29th November ) 

 
 Team    P      W D L  F  A GD   PTS 

 

1 Bristol Manor Farm  7 5 0 2 31  7  24 15 

2 Clevedon Town  6 5 0 1 29  8  21 15 

3 Mangotsfield United 7 4 0 3 18 11    7 12 

4 Street    5 3 0 2 11 16   -5  9 

5 Odd Down   6 2 1 3  5 17 -12  7 

6 Weston Super Mare 6 1 1 4  5 19 -14  4 

7 Winscombe   5 0 0 5  2 23 -21  0 
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COMING SOON TO COSSHAM STREET……… 

 

 

SATURDAY 18 DECEMBER 2021 AT 3.00PM 
 
PITCHING IN SOUTHERN LEAGUE DIV ONE SOUTH  

 
MANGOTSFIELD UNITED v WINCHESTER CITY  
 
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
 

MONDAY 27 DECEMBER 2021 AT 3.00PM** 
 

PITCHING IN SOUTHERN LEAGUE DIV ONE SOUTH  
 
MANGOTSFIELD UNITED v BRISTOL MANOR FARM 

 
NB: ** Boxing Day or Christmas Holiday fixtures often have earlier, 

lunchtime kick-offs, so please check our website for the exact kick-off 
time for this particular game nearer to Christmas.     
 

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

 
SATURDAY 8 JANUARY 2022 AT 3.00PM 

 
PITCHING IN SOUTHERN LEAGUE DIV ONE SOUTH  
 

MANGOTSFIELD UNITED v HIGHWORTH TOWN 

 
COSSHAM CHATTER…….COSSHAM CHATTER 

 
MANGOTSFIELD UNITED FOOTBALL CLUB are grateful to Gary Hillard of the local 

family-run business Doug Hillard Sports for DONATING our FIRST TEAM KIT for 

this season. Located just 2½ miles away at 647 Fishponds Road, this Sports shop 

supplies our Club Shop with much of our stock. THANK YOU!! 
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Two recent NLP write-ups for you all – here comes the first one: 

THE RETURN of replays in the FA Cup showed its value to Non-League 
clubs recently. 

The FA made the decision to scrap replays last season, in order to ease fixture 

congestion in light of an adjusted schedule due to the pandemic. 

Drawn ties went straight to extra time and then 
penalties, if needed, to avoid a midweek 

rematch. 

There were fears among lower-league clubs that 
the change could become permanent, but The 

FA reintroduced replays for this season’s 
competition. 

They were made mandatory in all rounds of the 

qualifying competition and up to and including 
the Fourth Round Proper. 

In 1991, penalties were introduced after the first replay to avoid a series of 
rematches. 

It was 50 years ago the other weekend when it took Alvechurch and Oxford City 

17 days and six games to reach a conclusion. 

Their five Fourth Round Qualifying replays – 1-1, 1-1, 0-0, 0-0, 1-0 – after the 
initial tie finished 2-2 broke the previous record of nine hours, 40 minutes set in 

the 1924-25 season by Leyton and Ilford. The FA’s eventual rule change was 
welcomed. 

On the Tuesday and Wednesday of a recent FA Cup week, the benefit of replays 

were laid bare. 

Solihull Moors were picked for broadcast by ITV4 when they took on League One 
side Wigan Athletic in front of a sell-out crowd. 

Stockport County didn’t have a seat to spare either, when over 10,000 packed 

into Edgeley Park on the Wednesday night for their replay against Bolton 
Wanderers, with the BBC cameras in attendance.  (FIELD REVIEW -22) 



 

Each club also received a healthy FA broadcast fee of £32,500 to go along with 
their bumper admission revenue. 

Both nights promised to be memorable for new fans and old, but the ties wouldn’t 

have happened had it not been for replays. 

There is, however, another way of 
looking at the dynamic replays can 

create. On their way to a Third Round 
clash with Tottenham Hotspur last 

season (see programme), Marine 
twice won on penalties. 

The first was in a Second Round 
Qualifying tie at Runcorn Linnets 

before winning again on spot kicks at 
EFL side Colchester United in the First 

Round proper. 

If Marine were to have played a 
replay against the League Two side, 

arguably, their FA Cup run might 
have ended sooner and Jose 
Mourinho and co. wouldn’t have 

stepped foot inside Rossett Park. 

Alternatively, St Albans City have 
benefitted three times from replays 

in their adventure to the Second 
Round Proper this season. 

They beat Concord Rangers, Met Police and Corinthian-Casuals, all on home soil 

after drawing in the away tie. 

Sometimes, though, replays will give the opportunity for a once in a lifetime 
opportunity. Josh Coulson, the Southend United centre-back, always joked he was 
glad he headed a good chance over the bar late on for Cambridge United against 

Manchester United in a huge FA Cup Fourth Round Proper clash. 

The reason being was it meant the U’s ended up drawing 0-0 and would take on 
the likes of Wayne Rooney and Robin van Persie United in a replay at Old Trafford 

with 74,511 in attendance. 

With replays scrapped from the Fifth Round onwards, the top-flight clubs should 
be happy enough to let the lower-league sides keep on having their big days in 

the famous cup. 

What are your views on FA Cup replays for Non-League clubs? Email us at: 
NLP@greenwayspublishing.com        (FIELD REVIEW – 23) 
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Second NLP article for you:  
 

THIS week, I watched this rather bizarre post-match interview with 
Manchester United Women's head coach Marc Skinner (pictured below). 

  
In it, he analyses his team's performance in the 1-1 draw with Tottenham Hotspur 
and the need to lift chins off the ground after having conceded a 95th-minute 

equaliser. 
  

All pretty run-of-the-mill stuff you'd 
think, but there was something about 
Skinner's response which resonated 

with me more than any other 
manager's comment of similar ilk. 

  
“Direct play is becoming a real key 
part of the game again,” he said using 

string hand animation. “The game 
flips in cycles. It flips to open, where 

you block with two sixes because 
there's ten pocket, it goes from the 

zone 14 to wide play again, back to crosses direct because that would then be 

something you don't train.” 
  

Now, I'm know I'm no qualified coach, and the wrong side of 40, but is there 
something I'm missing here? 
  

Has the game evolved so much before our very eyes that the 40-pluses no longer 
recognise it? I must be a dinosaur already! 

  
Skinner is one of football's 'new-age' coaches where the use of data analysis and 
sports science appears to have taken over from the more traditional ethics of the 

game. 
  

As the great Bill Shankly said: “Football is a simple game based on the taking and 
giving of passes, of controlling the ball and making yourself available for a pass. 

It is terribly simple.” Skinner's philosophy would have left him turning in his grave. 
  
Yes, I understand the game has moved on from Shankly's era, but is it possible 

that Skinner and his new age brigade are over-complicating something that really 
doesn't need complicating? 

         FIELD REVIEW - 24  
  



 

You couldn't imagine old-schoolers such as 
Harry Redknapp (pictured), Neil Warnock 

or Mick McCarthy explaining 'ten pocket' or 
'zone 14' in their pre-match team talk. I 

mean, you are dealing with young men 
here (or women in Skinner's case) after all. 
  

It's for this reason that I remain convinced 
that a young talent would be far better off 

learning his trade amid Non-League 
surroundings, rather than get lost in the 
academy system of the higher reaches. It 

makes a man of you. 
  

In The NLP a fortnight ago, we ran a 
feature on the past, present and future of 
the England C team, highlighting the vast number of top-level players that have 

come through that system to carve out successful professional careers for 
themselves. 

  
Andre Gray, the QPR striker (pictured left in 

his Watford days), said: “I loved my time 
with England C. The support from the 
coaching staff was really hands on and they 

were very good at the diet and psychology 
side of things. People might be surprised by 

how professional the England C set-up is.” 
  
Well, not me Andre, I was lucky enough to 

join Paul Fairclough and his squad on a trip 
to Slovakia four years ago this week where 

I experienced first-hand coaching and man-
management at its finest. And not a 'zone 
14' in sight. 

  
Call me a 'has-been' or an 'old-timer' but if the likes of Marc Skinner are allowed 

to completely rewrite the coaching manual for the future generation, then we are 
in danger of damaging what is a pure and simple game. 
 

NLP Reporter 
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PHOTOCALL – ACTION v BIDEFORD ON 13 
NOVEMBER 2021:  

Photos by Dave Smale      FIELD REVIEW - 26 



 

AND ANOTHER THING - 1!! 

 

FIRST BATCH OF QUICKIES: So England qualified for Qatar, with 16 goals in 
our final 2 qualifiers. Blimey, if we all thought Albania were bad enough, San 

Marino were 10 times worse, but we’ve known that for years anyway. They were 
the side who never used to even try to venture over the half-way line years ago, 

but they did manage it 2 or 3 times the other week. 

Even so, San Marino were so poor, I think that any 
Southern League, or even Toolstation League, side 

would beat them…..And I don’t know you, but I get 
sick of seeing Roy Keane as a pundit for every 
England game.  Always seems angry about something 

or other & I just reckon, overall, that he’s not much of 
a pundit anyway…….But well done to ex-Yate 

player Tyrone Mings (pictured) for scoring his first-
ever England goal against San Marino.   They sure did 
notice that up at Lodge Road. A proud moment for the 

Bluebells…… And farewell to Celtic legend Bertie Auld, one of the 1967 Lisbon 
Lions who died the other week aged 83. Heck, I remember watching the 1967 

European Cup Final live on TV in very grainy & ghostly black & white pictures, with 
Celtic beating Inter Milan 2-1. A surreal moment! 
 

SECOND BATCH OF QUICKIES: Congratulations to Notts County, who 
recently broke the record for the largest crowd at a National League game, with 

an amazing 12,843 (!) people at Meadow Lane to watch the 2-0 win v Solihull 
Moors…..And talking of England again, you always get one idiot on social 
media who criticizes things when we should be saying well done, such as the bloke 

who said after the San Marino game, “How many England goals has Kane scored 
against proper opponents?” Well, people like that only do it to attract attention or 

just to stir the pot, but after I replied to him & told him to get a life, it all became 
clear as the man’s profile confirmed that he was an ARSENAL fan – lol!     
 

IT’S GOT NOTHING TOP DO WITH FOOTBALL!!  Three things today: 
 

1. Are Abba sponsored by Radio Bristol? Doesn’t matter whose daytime show 
you listen to, you’ll still hear that new Abba single! Think RB are obsessed 
with Abba! 

2. Spotted this on an Albanian tourist site recently (as you do). I’ll not make 
any obvious comparison comments with any particular UK bus company…..  

“Buses run for more popular & longer routes, eg, Saranda to Tirana.  They also 
have very rough timetables. They leave “when they’re ready” & turn up whenever! 

Be prepared to share the bus with car motors, washing machines & other 
household essentials.  Usually, the buses are a delivery service as well.  You can 
do the same as with the furgons (mini-buses) & tell the driver where you want to 

get off, they will usually stop.  Buses will stop for hitchhikers too if they aren’t full. 
Be prepared for a longer journey than you’d anticipate back home!” 

3. Any vinyl fans out there?  Yes?  Good to hear – so how do you afford it all 
then, when a cheap album is £20 & most other albums are around £30 or 
even more in some cases!  It is not a cheap hobby at all, not when you get 

the CD or stream an album for around £10! 
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AND ANOTHER THING - 2!! 
 

SECOND BATCH OF QUICKIES:  Now we all know 
that the best part of the FA Cup is the non-

league part of it, (because non-league clubs take 
it seriously) and maybe Rounds 1 & 2 as well, 
perhaps, but the spirit of the Cup is still out there, 

with two tremendous games the other week – Bristol 
Rovers 4, Oxford 3 and Stockport County 5, Bolton 

3, (see programme) with the latter watched by an 
amazing packed 10,084 crowd at Edgeley Park. 
That’s what the Cup is all about….. Anyone see the 

90-minute documentary called “I Believe in 
Miracles”, which was shown on BT Sport on 17 

November?  It has been shown previously, but is 
well worth a watch, as it explains how Brian Clough 
& Peter Taylor took Nottingham Forest from the 

depths of Division 2 to twice European champions. 
Anything to do with Cloughie is fascinating to watch 

& this documentary is superb, with plenty of 
interviews with Forest players from that era, but one thing is clear – the pitches 
that Forest played on back then, in the First Division & on other grounds on their 

way to becoming European Champions were an UTTER DISGRACE! I’m sure this 
programme will be on again soon, like all repeats are, so do catch it if you can! 

 
IT’S ONE RULE FOR US AND ANOTHER RULE FOR THEM! – Now when I heard that 
bizarre story the other week that Exeter City had fielded 6 subs (one too many) 

in an FA Cup replay v Bradford City.  Exeter sent on their 6th substitute Joshua 
Key in the mistaken belief that they were allowed 

an extra change at the start of extra time, before 
going on to win 3-0. The officials should not have 
allowed Key to come on, but when the FA picked 

up on the matter after the referee’s report went 
in, they chose NOT to throw Exeter out of the Cup, 

but to have the match replayed instead.   
 
WHAT A LOAD OF TOSH!  We here at MUFC 

know only too well that if there are ANY 
discrepancies of any kind at non-league level in 

the early stages of the FA Cup, then OUT YOU GO!  
No non-league FA Cup game is ever replayed; you 

get thrown out of the competition anyway, 
regardless of whether you appeal or not, because “rules are rules”.  It happens 
every season to one or two clubs somewhere around the country. Clearly, though, 

it is one rule for league clubs & one rule for non-league clubs.  At non-league level, 
it is usually something to do with “ineligible players”; in Exeter’s case, it is a case 

of NOT KNOWING THE RULES! Which is worse?  You tell me!  I’ve nothing against 
Exeter, I’m sure they are a decent club overall, but they are a professional club & 
therefore, they should know the rules more than anyone!  THE FIELD MARSHALL 
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See you all on Saturday 18 December, here 

at The Theatre of Dreams, for the visit of 
Hampshire’s very own WINCHESTER CITY. 
 

Pre-Christmas action at Cossham Street: it’s 
much better than Christmas shopping!  
 

 

        V                     
 
 

18/12/21  MANGOTSFIELD UNITED v WINCHESTER CITY   



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   


