
 



 



 
 

 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
The late Jimmy Greaves never said a truer word when he made that famous 
statement of his many years ago: “FOOTBALL’S A FUNNY OLD GAME!” It sure is 

& that definitely applies to our last two results.  We drew both games 2-2, yet 
the feeling afterwards couldn’t have been more different!  

 
It was so disappointing not to beat BARNSTAPLE 
TOWN the other week, drawing 2-2 against a side 

who didn’t have a single point to their name at the 
time, but of course, it had to happen against us, didn’t 

it?  Go back a few years as well & I remember a 0-0 
draw away to Bashley, played in March sometime & 
THAT point was also THEIR first of that season…..in 

March!  But as for the Barnstaple game, yes, their 
results had improved greatly in the games leading up 

to their visit here, with several single goal defeats, which suggested that they 
were beginning to turn things around down there at Mill Road.  For us, it almost 
felt like a defeat in a game which I had previously described as a “must-win” 

game, given our respective positions in the table, and I suppose, really, that a 
point was no good to either of us – although the moral “victory” clearly went to 

Barum for getting that monkey off their backs. 
 
However, the 2-2 draw away to promotion-seeking CIRENCESTER TOWN was 

a totally different kettle of fish, and that point earned up there in Roman country 
was very much a point gained, when you consider we were away to another of 

the promotion chasing teams, and we were still 2-0 down with 10 minutes to go!  
However, KYE SIMPSON pulled one back to give us some hope, but then 
DANIEL McBEAM netted an even later penalty to earn us a point in a game that 

we probably weren’t expected to get anything from anyway, if you used the 
league table as a guide.  The point at Cirencester, then, certainly made up 

somewhat for not picking up all 3 a week earlier v Barnstaple.               
 

We also lost OWEN HUMPHRIES to rivals Larkhall Athletic about 10 days ago. 
Owes has performed well for this season, but it does not take rocket science to 
work out that any of our talented youngsters could be tempted elsewhere, if the 

chance arises & MUFC will never stand in the way of any player who wishes to try 
his luck elsewhere. Larkhall, of course, have so many Mango connections, I lose 

count & now of course, they have our former player & manager Ollie Price in 
charge at Plain Ham.  Nevertheless, we thank OWEN for his past efforts in the 
Maroon & Sky Blue and we wish him well for the future.  I’m sure he will do well 

for the Larks, but hopefully not against us at Plain Ham on 15 January!  
 

But now, I wish you all a VERY MERRY CHRISTMAS & we hope to see you on 
Bank Holiday Monday, 27 December when we entertain BRISTOL MANOR 
FARM.  Remember the cry: COME ON THE FIELD!  Editor    FIELD REVIEW - 1 



 

THE MANAGER’S VIEW 
 

I would like to start by wishing everyone a warm welcome 
to Cossham Street this afternoon for our encounter 

against Winchester City and extend a warm welcome 
to all the Citizens players, officials and supporters who 
have travelled up from Hampshire today. 

 
Two weeks ago, we drew 2-2 with Barnstaple Town, 

and as I said in the post-match interview, I would like to 
personally apologise for our lack lustre performance. I was very disappointed with 
the way we played and very few players followed our game plan, but whilst we did 

not pick up all three points the point that we did get could make all the difference 
at the end of the season. 

 
One week later, however, the result and performance made up for the week before 
as we travelled to promotion-chasing Cirencester Town, who have not lost a 

league game at home this season. We conceded a goal in the first half, but at half 
time, and only one-nil down, we were still in the mix. We changed things around 

at half time and made a double substitution, which made a positive change to our 
play, but, not for the first time this season, against the run of play, we found 
ourselves two-nil down. The boys, however dug deep and Kye Simpson and a last-

minute penalty converted by Dan McBeam earned us a point. We know need to 
harness the positivity and creativity from this result and so that we can “kick on” 

as we enter a critical January fixture schedule. 
 
We know that this afternoon’s opponents have had some varying levels of success 

this season, so we need to stick to our game plan and build on last week’s 
performance. 

 
Finally, I would like to wish you all a very Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year. 
 

Hope to see you in the bar after the game. 
 

Razor  

 

STOP PRESS!! 
 

GFA Senior Challenge Cup Semi Final:  

 
MANGOTSFIELD UNITED v YATE TOWN 
 

Midweek date To be advised – the match 
must be played by 28 February 2022…..     
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DAVE’S DIARY 
 

GOOD AFTERNOON EVERYONE & WELCOME TO 

COSSHAM STREET for today’s pre-Christmas home 
game against our old friends from WINCHESTER CITY.  
We trust they will enjoy their visit to the Bristol area 

today (though not too much of course!) and we wish 
them a safe journey home afterwards as well.   

 
Thank you all for your attendance & for reading this 
programme on-line! Incredibly, once this programme 

is done & dusted, there are just SEVEN issues left to 
prepare this season, and we haven’t even reached the 

New Year yet! Clearly though, it has been a very busy 
first half of the season, as far as home games go, but 
in my experience, it’s always been like that anyway! 

 
TODAY, IN FOOTBALL TERMS, IS WHAT WE CALL “BLACK 

SATURDAY”, the final weekend of football before Christmas, 
when attendances are generally lower because of the 
pressures of pre-Christmas preparations, last-minute 

shopping & all the rest of it.  I have to admit, I may not even 
be here myself today for similar reasons – there is so much 

to do and so little time to do it all in – and it has been a little 
like that for me this season anyway! 
 

FOOTBALL AT CHRISTMAS, THOUGH, HAS ALWAYS BEEN A 
SPECIAL TIME, especially at professional level, when clubs 

seem to play maybe 4 games in a 10-day period; it is always 
hard to keep up with it all.  Non-league football is just as 

hectic at times, but it has been a little kinder to us in recent years in terms of the 

amount of games played, and of course Boxing Day matches (or if held on the 
27th instead, as per the case this season), tend to bring in higher crowds – and 

that extra gate money is always welcome at any non-league club! 
 

We’ve had some good 26/27 December crowds here at Cossham Street down the 
years & here are just a few of them: 
 

1994-95 BRISTOL MANOR FARM 1-0  382 
1999-00 BRISLINGTON  3-0  407 

2006-07 YATE TOWN   0-1  601 
2015-16 YATE TOWN   1-1  303 
 

Anyone remember any of those games?  In the meantime, it’s 
a belated “WELCOME BACK” to MARKO RADOVANOVIC 

(pictured right) between the sticks, and all that remains for 
me now is to wish you all A VERY 
MERRY CHRISTMAS AND A PROSPEROUS NEW 

YEAR!    Dave Smale             
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AS REPORTED IN THE NON-LEAGUE PAPER 
 

  
FLASHBACK TO MANGOS 1, WINCHESTER 2 
IN AUGUST 2018….. 

Photo by Dave Smale 
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WELCOME TO WINCHESTER CITY FC!    

    

In the beginning….. 

 
The Winchester Football Club was founded in 1884 as a result of the endeavours 
of two residents of the city – Oxford graduate and former England Rugby cap 

Charles Sylvester Wooldridge and Huntingdon-born all-round sportsman (and, 
incidentally, inventor of ice hockey!) Arnold Tebbutt. The football club, which had 

strong links with Winchester College, made quite an impact in the early years of 
association football in Hampshire, reaching the final of the inaugural Hampshire 
Senior Cup competition in 1888 and providing a number of players to represent 

Hampshire in county-based competitions. However financial difficulties, combined 
with the indifference of Winchester residents, led to the 1884 club folding in 1893. 

 
The decline of the city’s most high-profile club left 
a void that was subsequently to be filled by the 

Winchester Swallows FC. Formed in 1891, the 
Swallows were less socially exclusive than the 1884 

club & had a membership more reflective of that of 
Winchester as a whole. The club changed its name 
to Winchester FC at the start of the start of the 

1894/95 season, and again in 1907 when it became 
Winchester City FC. Like the 1884 club, the 

Swallows appeared in a dark blue & white strip & 
played their home games at Bar End, before 
moving in 1896 to a field adjoining the Old Red 

Deer pub in Stockbridge Road, and relocating again to the Roebuck Inn in 1902. 
 

The club first played in a league-based competition in 1896/97 when it entered 
the newly-formed South Hampshire League. Winchester FC won the title in this 
first season, and repeated that feat in the each of the following three years. The 

club joined the Hampshire League in 1898/99 where, after struggling during their 
first few seasons, they remained unbeaten throughout the 1904/05 season and 

won the League’s Northern Section. The club also enrolled to the Southampton 
and District League in 1908/09, but with no notable success. 

 
Like a number of other football clubs, Winchester City FC effectively disbanded at 
the start of the First World War in 1914, and didn’t reappear until 1920. 

 
Between the wars….. 

 
The rebirth of the club signalled two significant changes. Firstly, the club had 
moved again, this time playing its home fixtures at the Fair Field at Bar End (now 

the site of the Bar End Industrial Estate), a site where it was to stay until the 
Second World War. Secondly, it adopted a new strip, discarding its navy blue 

colours in favour of red and white stripes. 
  
The late 20s and early 30s proved to be a purple patch in City’s fortunes. The 

1929/30 season saw the side again win the Northern Section of the Hampshire 
League, & achieve its most successful FA Cup run to date. (FIELD REVIEW – 5) 



 

That year saw City reach the fourth qualifying round of the tournament where a 
3-0 defeat by Thames FC at the 120,000 capacity West Ham Stadium** (pictured) 

deprived them of an away trip to Fulham in the First Round proper. Any 
disappointment at this would have been forgotten two years later in 1931 when 

City lifted the Hampshire Senior Cup for the first time after defeating Andover at 
The Dell.  

 

(** Not to be confused with West Ham 
United in any way, but West Ham Stadium, 

known as Custom House, was a huge 
stadium set in the Docklands area & was 
used for speedway & greyhound racing. The 

stadium was demolished in the 1970s for 
housing & all the streets built on it are 

named after former West Ham speedway 
riders!) 

      

One of the key 
members of the 

team in that era 
was the teenage Ted Drake (pictured right). A local gas 

meter-reader at the time of joining City, Drake went on 
to enjoy a successful career with Southampton before 
joining Arsenal and also collecting five England caps. The 

highlight of his subsequent managerial career saw him 
steer Chelsea to their first (and, until 2005, their only) 

league title in 1955.  
 
Success……. 

 
Play was again interrupted by war in 1939, although the club did continue to play 

and took advantage of the presence of a number of enlisted players that passed 
through the city. The end of hostilities saw City move yet again, this time taking 
up a lease of the Army’s playing field at Airlie Road, Stanmore. 

 
The 1950s saw a 2nd notable period of success at Winchester. The side were 

runners up in the Hampshire League in 1949/50 & in the same season, won their 
first Southampton Senior Cup final, an achievement repeated in 1951/52. The 
Russell Cotes Cup was also won for the first time in 1954/55. Success on the field 

was mirrored off the pitch as the club enjoyed some of its largest gates with 
crowds that regularly topped 1,000 filing into the Airlie Road stands. 

 
It was during this period that the young Terry Paine 
(pictured) ran out for his hometown club. His prodigious 

talent led to his being signed in 1956 by Southampton with 
whom he made a record number of appearances (713 over 

17 seasons). Paine also made 19 appearances for England, 
the last of which was against Mexico in the 1966 World Cup 
finals for which he (belatedly) received a winner’s medal in 

2009. 
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Taking on the Southern League (1971-73)…… 
 

Prior to the 1970s, City had played virtually all of its competitive football, with the 
exceptions of the Amateur and FA Cups, within the confines of the Hampshire 

county border. However, after the club’s Russell Cotes Cup victory and a creditable 
second spot in the Hampshire League in 1970/71, the club’s Board decided to 
make the step up and enter the Southern League for the first time. City survived 

for just two seasons at that higher level, achieving disappointing final positions of 
12th out of 16 (1971/72) and 21st out of 22 (1972/73), before electing to return 

to the Hampshire League. 
 
In the Doldrums (1980s)……. 

 
For the remainder of the 1970s City yoyo’d between the top two divisions of the 

Hampshire League before a potentially fatal blow hit the club in 1981. In that year, 
the lease agreement with the Army for Airlie Road expired and was not renewed. 
Briefly homeless, the club eventually moved to its current ground, a pitch leased 

from the City Council at Hillier Way. The ground needed a considerable amount of 
work to get it up to scratch, as did the team which had tumbled into the Hampshire 

League’s third division by 1982/83. The ignominy of this decline was made all the 
greater by the success of local rivals Winchester Castle in the first division – City 

could no longer claim to be Winchester’s premier club. 
 
The continuing existence of Winchester City FC throughout the 1980s owed much 

to the work of Geoff Cox who at various times acted as Chairman, Manager, Coach 
and Groundsman at the club. Under his guidance the club was eventually to return 

to the Hampshire League’s top division in 1993/94. 
 
The Glory Years 

 
The new Millennium ushered in a period of 

unprecedented success for Winchester City. 
Prompted in part by the arrival of new and ambitious 
members to the Board, the club merged with 

Winchester Castle and began a rapid rise through 
the local league structure. Promotion to the 

Hampshire Premier League was achieved in 2000/01 
and followed two years later by promotion to the 
Wessex League. The Wessex League title was 

secured at the first attempt. 
 

That same season witnessed the club’s greatest ever 
triumph. May 2004 saw City face Suffolk side AFC 
Sudbury in the FA Vase Final at Birmingham City’s 

St Andrew’s ground (see programme left). Few that 
were there will forget the spine-jangling moment 

when club captain Danny Smith lifted the trophy after the 2-0 victory. 
 
Further successes were recorded in the seasons that followed – 2004/05 saw City 

win the Hampshire Senior Cup for the second time, beating Aldershot 2-1 at 
Bournemouth’s Dean Court ground.    FIELD REVIEW - 7 



 

2005/06 witnessed the club regain the Wessex League championship and win 
promotion to the Southern League for a second spell.  

 
Recent Years…… 

 
City’s return to the Southern League lasted three seasons. Financial problems, 
followed by a final day points deduction saw City return to the Wessex League for 

the 2009/10 campaign. Despite a concerted push to gain promotion back to the 
Southern League which ultimately proved successful in 2011/12, the resources 

required to sustain the club’s position at that level 
proved elusive. Winchester City FC finished the 
2012/13 season at the foot of the Southern league 

and facing an uncertain future. The late spring of 
2013 saw a takeover at the club and, with a new 

Committee structure and financial backers in place, 
the 2013/14 season heralded the start of a new 
chapter in the history of Winchester City FC. 

 
2013-2014 saw a season of re-organisation and 

team building, with City retaining a place in the 
Sydenhams Wessex League.  

 
2015-2016 – City made a valiant attempt to take the Wessex title but just fell 
short to a very successful Petersfield Town side, who were rightly promoted to the 

Southern League. City, under the Managership of Paul Masters, then set about 
strengthening the squad to win the title next season when out of the blue they 

were offered a place in the Southern League due to a withdrawal. The Club were 
given 24 hours to pay their fees & attend the AGM in Torquay. A frantic drive by 
Director of Football Dave Malone saw him arrive just in time with the relevant 

papers and bank draft! As a result, our neighbours, Petersfield Town, were moved 
out of Division 1 South & West to accommodate City & placed in the Central 

Division!  
 
City's first season back in the Southern League was a success with them reaching 

the play-offs final losing to Banbury United in the quarter finals, who were 
promoted and coming within minutes of winning the Hampshire Senior Cup, losing 

on penalties to Havant and Waterlooville. City's preparation for this season were 
disrupted by the unexpected resignation of Manager Paul Masters in the middle or 
pre-season friendlies. The Club quickly filled the vacancy by appointing Petersfield 

Town's Manager Ian Saunders to the post. 
 

The club started the season brightly & made it to the fourth Qualifying Round of 
the FA Cup, beating US Portsmouth, Street & Truro City before finally succumbing 
to Harrow Borough. The club also had a successful run in the FA Trophy, thanks 

to wins against Petersfield Town, Fleet Town and Phoenix Sports before getting 
knocked out narrowly by Dulwich Hamlet. Craig Feeney and Howard Neighbour 

forced a strong strike partnership, added to that the midfield flair of Captain Stuart 
Green and winger, Andy Jenkinson, City recovered from a difficult spell before 
Christmas to mount a play-off push in the early stages of the New Year.  
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Manager, Ian Saunders, went away with the military, and during this time, Mick 
Catlin stepped in to take over the running of the First-Team. When Saunders 

returned, form deteriorated and Saunders subsequently left the club and was 
replaced by Interim Manager, Craig Davis, who joined the club from Fleet Town. 

Davis took control of the club until the end of the season, when it was announced 
that he would officially be becoming Permanent First Team Manager. 
Davis assembled his own squad throughout the summer and oversaw pre-season 

victories against Gosport Borough, Hanwell Town and Bashley as well as draws 
with Romsey Town, Blackfield & Langley, Alresford Town and Moneyfields.  

 

WINCHESTER CITY FC PEN PICTURES  
 
RYAN PRYCE – Ex-AFC Bournemouth Goalkeeper that also lists Salisbury City, 
Gosport Borough and Fleet Town amongst his former clubs. Pryce made five senior 
appearances for the Cherries, making his debut against Southend United. A fans’ 

favourite that has made the number one berth his 
own. 

  
DANNY KING - Left sided defender, the clubs 
longest-serving player currently and a real fans 

favourite. A teacher by trade, he has played for 
Chelsea and Southampton in his youth. Danny 

reached his testimonial year last season and had 
his testimonial at the end of the 2017-18 campaign. 

‘Kinger’ also skippers the side in the absence of 
Jamie Barron.  
 

JOE HAYWARD – Defender who joined us having 
previously been with Eastleigh FC, unfortunately broke his leg early in his City 

career (here at Mangotsfield United) but returned quickly and showed what great 
potential he has. Joe scored a memorable goal, City’s spot kick, in the Fourth 
Qualifying Round of the FA Cup away to Torquay United in the 2018-19 campaign.  

 
JAMIE BARRON – Re-signed from Gosport Borough, Jamie has played for 

Salisbury, Andover, Sholing and Folland Sports. A winner of a Schools National 
Cup medal. Appointed Captain for another season and a really important player 
for us. ‘Baz’ has remained loyal to City despite interest from elsewhere. 

 
SIMBA MLAMBO – Also signed from Davis’ former club, Fleet Town. Mlambo has 

spent some time in North Hampshire and was an Alton Town player before this. 
Can play wide or up front and a player with immense speed and power in the air. 
Another playing starting his fifth season with City. Simba works tirelessly for the 

cause and scores important goals as well. 
 

ROB FLOOKS – ‘Flooksy’ is another former City man that has returned to the club. 
He left to join Southern Premier League side, Gosport Borough, but after a spell 
at Privett Park, has returned to the City Ground.  
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MAX SMITH - Max has previous experience at Moneyfields and most recently and, 
Alton Town, before joining City ahead of the 2019-20 season. He started his career 

at the Portsmouth FC academy. A dynamic Midfielder that we have high hopes for 
in the season ahead. 

 
KIERAN DOUGLAS - Young Defender signed from the Wessex leagues’ 
Christchurch FC, where he had been Captain for two successful seasons. A tall, 

strong and composed player who has settled in very well at the club already and 
we only see good things for the future. Kieran re-joined Christchurch on dual-

registered forms for their FA Vase run in the 2020-21 season, but he is now back 
at City once again. 
 

OLLY BALMER - 21-year-old Forward who has signed from Poole Town, having 
played for them at the Conference South level. Olly is technically skilled with an 

eye for the goal, so we are looking forward to him 
flourishing with the Citizens this year. Balmer has 
turned in many influential displays for City, 

including scoring a memorable last-minute free-
kick at Cirencester Town, which made him a fans’ 

favourite. 
 

OLLIE GRIGGS - Combative Midfielder who we are 
pleased to be signing permanently for the Citizens 
this season, having played with the club on two 

occasions in the past whilst at Southern Premier 
club, Dorchester Town. Griggsy has played for both 

City and Dorchester in recent years and has now 
signed for City once again for the 2021-22 season.  
 

NICK HARVEY – Young Goalkeeper, Nick Harvey, has signed first-team forms for 
City this season. Harvey played for City’s Under-23s last season whilst dual-

registered with Ringwood Town. An agile young Goalkeeper, with a bright future 
ahead.  
 

GREG PEEL – A former Carlisle United forward, Peel has signed for City from 
Bemerton Heath Harlequins. Peel lists Waterford FC, Larkhall Athletic, 

Mangotsfield United and National League South side, Bath City, amongst his 
former sides. Greg has a real presence up front and we are delighted to secure 
his signature.  

 
LIAM CALLAGHAN – A tricky former AFC Totton winger that has signed forms a 

second consecutive season for City. Callaghan featured heavily for City’s Under-
23s at the end of last season once their title winning campaign restarted and was 
a constant threat.  

 
TOM VINCENT – A tall, powerful young forward who was integral for City in their 

title-winning Under-23 side last season. Vincent impressed so much he has now 
signed first-team forms & featured in City’s opening friendly away at Cowes 
Sports.  
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LEX VAUGHAN – Lex burst onto the scene by performing outstandingly in Jamie 
Ricketts' successful Under-16s side. Lex was promoted directly to the Under-23s 

where he impressed last season, so much so that he too has signed first-team 
forms for the 2021-22 season.  

 
BRAD SNELLING – Brad has returned to City for another stint. Snelling has played 
in goal for City before and has since played for Blackfield and Langley and also 

AFC Portchester, but he has now returned to the Simplyhealth City Ground.  
 

ADAM GRANGE – Adam is a new face at Winchester City, joining from Poole Town. 
Grange has also previously served Andover Town 
and was an England Schoolboy and is a great coup 

for City.  
 

TYRELL MITFORD – City’s FA Cup hero has re-
signed for the club once again. Mitford will be 
hoping to emulate his recent goalscoring exploits. 

An excellent finisher who lists Ramsgate, Kings 
Langley, Beaconsfield and Team Solent amongst 

his former sides.  
 

OLI BAILEY – A club legend that has moved back to 
the area and re-signed from Gresley Rovers. Bailey 

had several prolific seasons at the club before re-locating, but he is now back in 

the area and back at City. A former Gosport Borough forward.  
 

JOSH McCORMICK – ‘Macca’ has signed first-team forms once again City. A former 
City youth team player that went on to play first team football elsewhere, including 
at Bognor Regis Town. Josh is now converted to a full-back and has been a regular 

in Davo’s plans since returning to the club.  
 

STAFF PROFILES 
 
CRAIG DAVIS – Player-Manager who came 

to City from Fleet Town after relinquishing 
his position as Manager. Took over as 

Interim Manager until the end of the 2016-
17 season before taking over the reins 
permanently. His playing career started off 

as a pro at Cardiff City before spells at 
Bashley, Salisbury, Gosport Borough and 

AFC Totton. Has won both the Southern 
League South and West and Premier as a 

player. ‘Davo’ has had several opportunities to move on from City, including an 

opportunity at a higher level, but he has shown his commitment and loyalty to 
City and we are delighted to have him at the helm. 

  
JO BROCKSOM - Jo is in her 6th season now at Winchester as Sports therapist, 
this is her 2nd season taking a leading role though, has been integral in keeping 

our players on the pitch and delighted to have her with the club again this season.  
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WHAT THE PAPERS SAY 
 

“THIS WILL GIVE US A LOT OF 
CONFIDENCE FOR THE COMING GAMES. IT 

IS A GAME WE WILL NEVER FORGET”. – 
The words of Oldham Athletic interim 
manager Selim Benachour, as quoted in the 

Metro on 13 December 2021, as he 
reflected on his first point in his new 

(temporary?) role, following a crazy 5-5 
home draw v Forest Green Rovers (see 
programme left). 

 
The Latics were 4-1 down at one point, 

rallied somewhat, but at one point were still 
5-3 down, before coming back to 5-5 on 78 
minutes!  The 3,621 who watched the 

game will, indeed, remember this match as 
long as they live. I mean, how often do you 

ever see a 5-5??  Have we ever had one 
here at Cossham Street?  I don’t think we 
ever have (as my brain cell slowly clicks 

into gear), but right now, as I type this at 
11pm last Monday evening, I stand to be 

corrected!   
 
It was good to see the Latics are still producing a paper programme as well, and 

it did make me hark back to the 1960s when they did a newspaper-size 
programme, also called the Boundary Bulletin, of course!  Storing them, I recall, 

was a real nuisance, purely because of their size! 
 
“I AM NOT GETTING FRUSTRATED; I AM TRYING TO DO THE JOB HERE AT 

CHARLTON AS BEST AS I CAN. I THINK WE JUST NEED SOME CLARITY OF WHERE 
WE ARE GOING AND HOPEFULLY, IT WILL BE SORTED OUT REALLY SOON”. The 

words of Charlton Athletic interim manager Johnnie Johnson, as quoted in the 
Metro on 13 December 2021, after his side’s 2-0 win v Cambridge United made it 
20 points from the 9 games since he became caretaker-manager. 

 
Just give him the job, Charlton!  20 points from a possible 27 is not bad at all!  

 
“IT WAS A REALLY PROFESSIONAL PERFORMANCE FROM START 

TO FINISH. IT HAS BEEN COMING TOO. IT HAS BEEN 
FRUSTRATING, NOT GETTING THE RESULTS I THINK WE 
DESERVED”.  The words of Barrow’s Robbie Gotts, as quoted in 

The Sun on 13 December 2021, as he reflected on his side’s 2-0 
win over promotion-seeking Swindon Town. 

 
Barrow are still down in the lower regions of League 2, as they 

battle to avoid going back into the National League, but they’re still learning at 

this level. Last week was certainly a long journey home for the 300 or so Swindon 
fans though!        FIELD REVIEW - 12                         
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Mangotsfield United 

are now using a 

minibus supplied by 

Kingswood 

Community 

Transport to transport 

players to away 

matches. 
 

 

Kingswood Community Transport is a registered charity & also a company limited 

by guarantee. Support, in large part, is received from the West of England 
Combined Authority. There is a signed Service Level Agreement between 

Kingswood Community Transport & West of England Combined Authority covering 
the services we provide for users & the community. Additional revenue comes from 
group hire, provided to affiliated user groups, and from charitable donations & 

other small grants. 
 

Volunteers play an absolutely essential part, and contribute in a major way, to the 
success of Kingswood Community Transport, and without their support only a 
fraction of the services that we deliver could continue to be delivered. Currently, 

there are over 40 volunteers helping Kingswood Community Transport to deliver 
its services covering driving vehicles, office support & helping group bookings etc. 

Kingswood Community Transport provides accessible vehicles for people who 
cannot easily use public transport or who are transport-disadvantaged. 
 

KCT’s Dial-&-Ride service will allow you to visit family & friends, do your shopping, 
keep your hairdressing appointments, keep medical appointments such as 

doctors, dentists, opticians, physiotherapy etc, play an active part in the 
community as you visit local community groups or just meet a few friends at a 
local cafe, restaurant or bar. 

 
The service also covers return trips to all hospitals, although there is an additional 

charge for this service. Please speak to the office for further information. 
 
To use our Dial-&-Ride and Doctors Shuttle services, you first need to become a 

member of Kingswood Community Transport. This is easy and costs a nominal fee 
of just £22.50 per year. 

 
If you are a holder of a Diamond Travel Card, then Dial-&-Ride and Doctors Shuttle 
trips with cost you £2.00 each way or £3.00 if trip over 5 miles. 

 
For all members without a Diamond Travel Card the cost is £3.00 each way or 

£4.00 if trip over 5 miles. 
 

For more information, please call 0117 961 6016. We are open Monday to Friday 
9am to 4:30pm, or visit https://www.kingswoodct.org.uk  (FIELD REVIEW – 14) 
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With Shaun Lecrass 
 

Following reconsideration, the Supporters Club will continue to run until the end 
of the season, but unfortunately, the Golden Goal Tickets will no longer be 

available. We will, however, continue with match-day raffles following 
Saturday/Bank holiday afternoon 
matches. 

  
 

Whilst on the subject of raffles, the 
Christmas Grand raffle will be held 
on 27th December, with “squares” 

costing just £1 each. We have several 
prizes already (as pictured), but we are 

still looking for donations if anyone 
would like 
to help raise funds for the Club. 

 
 

The December 50 Club draw with prizes of £100, £50 and £25 will also take 
place on 27 December. This will be the last chance for any “newcomers” to join. 
For those who are not aware, (where have you been?), we hold a monthly draw 

for just £10 per month during the playing season.  
 

The winners for November will be drawn after today’s match due to the fact the 
draw was not made on 4th December as planned. So who will win £100, £50 or 

£25 today? 

 
The Draw dates will be:-  

 
November Draw – TODAY Saturday 18th December (originally 4th Dec) 

December Draw – Monday 27th December 

January Draw – Saturday 22nd January 

      February Draw – Saturday26th February 

      March Draw – Saturday 2nd April 
      April Draw – Monday 18th April 

 
      All Subject to fixtures taking place/ arranged fixtures being closer to the end 
of the month. 
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50 Club Members 
1 Shaun Mullen 21 Gary Phillips 

2 Tony Hannan 22 Shaun Lecrass 

3 Pat Mckeown 23 Gail Milne 

4 Supporters Club 24 Roger Williams 

5 Mike Hamilton 25 Ron Loftus 

6 Paul Box 26 Roger Coles 

7 Keith Hack 27  

8 Tracy Lecrass 28  

9 Andy Milne 29  

10 Richard Tomkins 30  

11 Martin Preedy  Monthly Winners 

12 John Wells Aug 1. Supporters Club, 2. Don Carter,3. Mike Hamilton 

13 Dave Follows Sept    1. Gary Phillips 2. Rich Tomkins 3. Pete Selway 

14 Steve Brown Oct 1. John Wells  2. Tony Hannan 3. Mike Richardson 

15 Terry Stevens Nov  

16 Steve Porter Dec  

17 Don J Carter Jan  

18 Mike Richardson Feb  

19 Players Mar  

20 Bob Maggs Apr  

 

There are still SIX more draws this season in the 50 Club so it is not too late to 

join, entry costs just £10 a month and gives you the opportunity to win either 
£100, £50 or £25. 

 
 

Mangotsfield United 

Supporters Club 
wish you all a very  
Merry Christmas!!  
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MANGOTSFIELD UNITED FC FIXTURES 
 
DATES-FIXTURES-RESULTS-ATTENDANCES-SCORERS – SEASON 2021-2022 

 

THE PITCHING IN SOUTHERN LEAGUE DIVISION ONE SOUTH (PISL1S)  

 

14/08 SHOLING   PISL1S Home  0-2 126 

17/08 Evesham United   PISL1S Away  1-2 280 Own goal 

21/08 TAVISTOCK   FACPR Home  3-0 200 Nderemani 2, Towler 

28/08 PLYMOUTH PARKWAY PISL1S Home  0-6 147 

30/08 Bristol Manor Farm  PISL1S Away  0-2 311 

04/09 Frome Town   FAC1Q Away  0-1 392 

11/09 LARKHALL ATHLETIC PISL1S Home   1-4 222 Humphries 

18/09 Willand Rovers   PISL1S Away  1-1 095 Nderemani  

25/09 Highworth Town   PISL1S Away  0-2 143 

28/09 AFC TOTTON   PISL1S Home  0-5 103 

02/10 CINDERFORD TOWN  PISL1S Home  3-1 101 AF, WN, OH                                                                                                                         

05/10 MELKSHAM TOWN  LCR1 Home  0-6 093   

09/10 Willand Rovers   BFT2Q Away  1-2 138 Cattermole 

23/10 MELKSHAM TOWN  PISL1S Home  0-2 200 

30/10 Lymington Town   PISL1S Away  0-3 098 

06/11 PAULTON ROVERS  PISL1S Home  2-4 103 Simpson 2 -  

09/11 Bristol Manor Farm  GFAT Away  4-0 186 Simpson 2, WN,  DM 

13/11 BIDEFORD   PISL1S Home  3-1 125 Simpson 2, McBeam 

16/11 EVESHAM UNITED  PISL1S Home  3-2 145 Simpson 3 

20/11 Sholing    PISL1S Away  1-4 123 Humphries 

27/11 Frome Town   PISL1S Away  0-3 401 

04/12 BARNSTAPLE TOWN  PISL1S Home  2-2 128 Simpson McBeam (p) 

11/12 Cirencester Town   PISL1S Away  2-2 174 Simpson, McBeam (p) 

18/12 WINCHESTER CITY  PISL1S Home 

27/12 BRISTOL MANOR FARM PISL1S Home 

01/01 Slimbridge   PISL1S Away 

08/01 HIGHWORTH TOWN  PISL1S Home 

15/01 Larkhall Athletic   PISL1S Away 

22/01 WILLAND ROVERS  PISL1S Home 

29/01  AFC Totton   PISL1S Away 

05/02 Cinderford Town   PISL1S Away 

12/02 

19/02 Melksham Town   PISL1S Away 

26/02 LYMINGTON TOWN  PISL1S Home 

05/03 Barnstaple Town   PISL1S Away 

12/03 

19/03 FROME TOWN   PISL1S Home 

26/03 Winchester City   PISL1S Away 

02/04 CIRENCESTER TOWN  PISL1S Home 

09/04 Paulton Rovers   PISL1S Away 

16/04 Plymouth Parkway  PISL1S Away 

18/04 SLIMBRIDGE   PISL1S Home 

23/04 Bideford    PISL1S Away 

27/04     Play-Off Semi-Final 

30/04     Championship Matches 

02/05     Play-Off Final 

 

TBA YATE TOWN   GFATS/F Home 

          

Key: AF – Andre Freckleton, OH – Owen Humphries, WN – Wayne Nderemani   
DM – Daniel McBeam                                                                  FIELD REVIEW - 18 

 



 

MUFC YOUTH TEAM NEWS 
          

South West Counties Youth League 

 

Our youngsters had a break from league action last week 
when they played Torquay United in the quarter finals of the 
Gary Else Memorial Cup. In a close competitive match, “The 

Field” were, unfortunately, beaten 2-1 by their visitors, 
Torquay United. 

 
Two weeks ago (Saturday 4th Dec), Swindon Supermarine 

hosted league leaders Bridgwater in a top of the table clash.  Marine lost 3-1 and 

with results below them going against them, they dropped two places in the league 
table. Torquay United were awarded “a home win” after their match with Bath City 

was cancelled due to Bath being unable to raise a side. Towards the bottom of the 
table, Wimborne took all three points with a narrow league over Paulton Rovers. 
“The Field” hosted Yeovil Town and a convincing 5-1 win closed the gap on the 

leading pack and we moved up one place into 3rd position. With just three points 
separating the top four clubs, “The Field” will hope results this morning have gone 

in their favour as Torquay travel to Paulton, Wimborne host Bridgwater and Yeovil 
host Swindon. The League has a few weeks, break before the Mangos travel to 
Swindon on the 8th January. 

 
LEAGUE TABLE (Up to and including Saturday 18th December.) 

 

1 Bridgwater United FC U18    8 7 1  0 22 

2 Torquay United Youth U18    8 6 1  1 19 

3 Mangotsfield United U18 Youth U18   9 6 1  2 19 

4 Swindon Supermarine Youth FC U18  10 6 1  3 19 

5 Yeovil Town FC       8 4 0  4 12 

6 Bath City FC U18      8 3 2  3 11 

7 Wimborne Town FC U18 SWCYL    8 3 0  5  9 

8 New College Swindon (Academy) U18  10 1 0  9  3 

9 Paulton Rovers FC U18 SWCYL   11 1 0 10  3 

 

UPCOMING FIXTURES 

 
SWCL 08/01/22 10:30  New College Swindon U18 VS Mangotsfield Utd U18  

SWCL 22/01/22 10:30  Mangotsfield Utd U18 VS Paulton Rovers FC U18  

SWCL 29/01/22 10:30  Wimbourne Town U18 VS Mangotsfield United U18   

SWCL 05/02/22 10:30  Mangotsfield United U18 VS Torquay United U18   

SWCL 12/02/22 10:30  Mangotsfield United U18  U18 VS Bath City FC U18   

SWCL 19/02/22 10:30  Swindon Supermarine U18 VS Mangotsfield United  

SWCL 26/02/22 10:30  Bridgwater United U18 VS Mangotsfield United U18   

 

Home games played at SGS WISE campus (South Gloucestershire and Stroud College) 

New Rd, Stoke Gifford, Bristol BS34 8LP 10.30 kick off. 
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Western Counties Floodlight Youth League 

 

 

 

 

 

Since our last programme, only two matches have been played as the 

weather has taken its toll on pitches.  

 

Odd Down have played in both matches, winning 4-1 at bottom placed 
Winscombe, whilst losing at Clevedon 6-1 last Monday night. The win for 

Clevedon Town sees them move to the top of the table. Mangotsfield have 
FIVE league fixtures remaining, FOUR of which are at home, so with home 

advantage to the sides above them, the league title is still achievable.  

 

PREMIER DIVISION LEAGUE TALE 
 (up to and Including Monday 13th December) 

  
1 Clevedon Town  7 6 0 1 35 9 26 18 

2 Bristol Manor Farm  7 5 0 2 31 7 24 15 

3 Mangotsfield United 7 4 0 3 18 11   7 12 

4 Odd Down   8 3 1 3 10 24     -14 10 

5 Street    5 3 0 2 11 16  -5  9 

6 Weston Super Mare 6 1 1 4 5 19     -14  4 

7 Winscombe   6 0 0 6 3 27 -24  0 

 
REMAINING FIXTURES 
   

  
L 03/01/22   19:30  Odd Down   v Mangotsfield United  

L 10/01/22   19:45   Mangotsfield United v Street 

Cup 17/01/22   19:45   Mangotsfield United v Keynsham Town  

L         31/01/22   19:45   Mangotsfield United  v   Bristol Manor Farm 

L 07/02/22   19:45   Mangotsfield United  v   Weston Super Mare 

 

* Cup ROGER STONE MEMORIAL CUP 2021- 2022 
 

TBA                                    Mangotsfield United      VS     Clevedon 
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URGENT YOUTH TEAM NEWS UPDATE!!! 

 

Statement from The Western Counties Floodlit Youth 

League management committee – issued on Tuesday 14 

December 2021:  
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COMING SOON TO COSSHAM STREET……… 

 

 

MONDAY 27 DECEMBER 2021 AT 3.00PM 
 
PITCHING IN SOUTHERN LEAGUE DIV ONE SOUTH  

 
MANGOTSFIELD UNITED v BRISTOL MANOR FARM 

 
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
 

SATURDAY 8 JANUARY 2022 AT 3.00PM 
 

PITCHING IN SOUTHERN LEAGUE DIV ONE SOUTH  
 
MANGOTSFIELD UNITED v HIGHWORTH TOWN 

 
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

 
SATURDAY 22 JANUARY 2022 AT 3.00PM 
 

PITCHING IN SOUTHERN LEAGUE DIV ONE SOUTH  
 

MANGOTSFIELD UNITED v WILLAND ROVERS 
 
COSSHAM CHATTER…….COSSHAM CHATTER 

 
MANGOTSFIELD UNITED FOOTBALL CLUB are grateful to Gary Hillard of the local 

family-run business Doug Hillard Sports for DONATING our FIRST TEAM KIT for 

this season. Located just 2½ miles away at 647 Fishponds Road, this Sports shop 

supplies our Club Shop with much of our stock. THANK YOU!! 
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Two recent NLP write-ups for you all – we don’t waste them here at MUFC, so here 
comes the first one: 

By Matthew Badcock  

WE ARE still too far away from being able to 

write ‘Wembley is on the horizon’, but the 
roads are opening up a little more each round for 

the Buildbase FA Trophy and FA Vase. And as we 
know in cup competitions, anything can happen.  
 

This weekend we have the second round of the FA 
Trophy (27 November), before the National 

League’s top tier enter next. 
 

There are some intriguing ties – Felixstowe & 
Walton United v AFC Telford leaps off the page, as 
does Plymouth Parkway welcoming Hampton & 

Richmond, as well as past winners Canvey Island 
v Tonbridge Angels. 

 
In the northern section, Marine travel to Bradford PA, while a number of Step 2 
clubs are going head-to-head, knocking each other out before they’ve really got 

going. 
 

In recent seasons, the FA Trophy has felt wide open. But it still seems remarkable 
looking back to last year’s where Hornchurch lifted the silverware at Wembley 
after beating Hereford. It has to rank as one of the most remarkable stories to 

cover since I’ve worked at the paper. 
 

Manager Mark Stimson, who knows a thing or two about winning the competition 
having completed a unique hat-trick with Grays Athletic (twice) and then 
Stevenage in successive years. It added to his triumph as a Canvey player. 

 
Around these stages of that run, I’d give Stimson a call for a piece in the paper – 

cards on table, with the full thought that we’d better get them in quick before the 
run is over.  
 

It’s fair to say our conversations became more regular as they knocked off higher 
opposition one after the other! 
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It came the season after Step 2 Concord Rangers and Step 4 Halesowen Town and 
met in the semi-finals, with Concord going onto play Harrogate Town in the final. 

Of course, that day, Harrogate became the first team to win the competition while 
in the EFL. The competition had been delayed because of Covid. Strange times.  

 
It meant their reign as winners lasted barely a couple 
of weeks with the two finals played so close together. 

 
What made Hornchurch’s glory even more unique 

was the fact the Urchins weren’t even playing league 
football.  
 

With their season shutdown, they were afforded the 
luxury of being allowed to train under the ‘elite sport’ 

covid guidance.  
 
Perhaps the run took on even more significance 

because of that. Speaking to the players, there was 
a sense of how grateful they were to still be allowed to meet up and train while 

the majority of Non-League was in lockdown. 
  

Their second-half performance at Wembley will live long in the memory, as they 
came from behind to win 3-1. 
 

Speaking to managers and players this season, that success is providing plenty of 
inspiration. Can they repeat the remarkable achievement? We look forward to 

watching it unfold. As for Hornchurch, we know they won’t be able to. Their 
defence already over at the hands of Wingate & Finchley. That’s cup football!  
  

 

And the second one:  By John Couch  

FOR some reason, I’ve got a rather anal fascination with the mentality of 
football managers at the moment. 

 
You may recall in my last NLP programme column, I highlighted the new-age 
approach of the modern-day coach and questioned whether their scientific 

methods were over-complicating the simple and beautiful game.  
 

Since then, we’ve seen a number of notable shifts in momentum across the Non-
League game that only emphasizes my point further. 
         

I’ve said for a long time that Non-League managers are one of a kind and that has 
been proved beyond doubt so far this season.          (FIELD REVIEW – 25) 



 

Take the situation at Barnet. No fewer than 11 managers have occupied the 
hotseat at The Hive over the last three years and only now are they actually 

showing signs of stability and, with it, progression. 
 

The Bees were mighty fortunate to avoid the drop from the National League over 
the two Covid-hit seasons and this summer recruited former Leeds, Liverpool and 
Australian international Harry Kewell as their new manager. 

 
As talented a coach as Harry clearly is, this never seemed the right fit and it was 

no surprise to us at NLP Towers to see the experiment come to a premature end 
with the club having taken just two points from their first seven games. 
 

The answer, we believe, was under their nose all the time. Dean Brennan had 
been hired alongside Kewell to “oversee off-field football matters” – a role every 

bit as odd as it sounds. 
 
Dean is one of Non-League football’s brightest young managers having plied his 

trade at Hemel Hempstead Town, Billericay, Kingstonian and Wealdstone & it’s no 
surprise to see him turning things around at The Hive in the manager’s chair. 

 
Another team forced into a change were Stockport. Simon Rusk, fresh from the 

Brighton & Hove Albion academy, showed glimpses of why he is so highly-rated 
in the game, but hardly pulled up trees with one of the division’s biggest budgets. 
 

Cue then Dave Challinor, lured from Hartlepool United having steered them back 
into the Football League last season and suddenly Stockport look like world 

beaters. Don’t be surprised to see Challinor adding 
another promotion to his glittering CV come May. 
 

Phil Brown (pictured) was another who struggled to 
adjust. The perma-tan boss may have managed in the 

top-flight with Hull City but looked a fish out of water 
in the National League at Southend United, prompting 
the Shrimpers to make an enforced change just 10 

games into the club’s first-ever Non-League campaign. 
Indeed, testimony to the unique nature of a Non-

League manager’s job came from former England 
international Carlton Palmer in The NLP last week. 

 

Speaking to Matt Badcock, Palmer told how his short spell in charge of Grantham 
Town proved a huge eye-opener, admitting that he wasn’t fully prepared for the 

rigours of managing in the seventh tier of English football. 
 
Palmer did, however, say he learned some valuable lessons in charge of the 

Gingerbreads and says he is ready for another crack of the whip with a fresh 
attitude and approach in place. I, for one, hope Carlton gets the opportunity to 

put right his wrongs at Grantham to put that vast experience to good use 
elsewhere. He will, however, be the first to admit that it’s no easy task. 
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PHOTOCALL: ACTION v BIDEFORD ON 13/11  
 

 
 

 

Above & below – KYE SIMPSON nets his first goal v Bideford.  
 

Photos by Dave Smale     
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AND ANOTHER THING - 1!! 
 

Well, Christmas is coming, there’s a million things to do at this time of year, what 
with all the shopping & scouring the TV guides to see what repeats are on at 

Christmas, or what disaster will happen in EastEnders, so I’d best crack on with 
this instead, because, for the first time ever, I’ve been given THREE pages:    
 

FIRST BATCH OF QUICKIES: What a surprise result the other week: Derby 
3, Bournemouth 2. Derby, 18 points adrift of safety at the time, thanks to that 

hefty points deduction, against ex-PL side Bournemouth, who are highly fancied 
to go back up again. Why was I not surprised at this result? Just had a feeling 
that, after such a turbulent week for Derby, that this would happen. You can’t 

accuse Wayne Rooney or his players for not showing commitment to a desperate 
cause, they just need to keep plugging away game by game. It’s a heck of a 

challenge, they’ll need some luck on their 
side too, but there is still plenty of time to 
save themselves & they COULD just 

achieve it, if they truly give it their best 
shot & keep their self-belief……though 

they were pretty poor at Bristol City the 
other week….. And while the football 
world went bonkers over the sacking 

of Ole Gunnar Solksjaer at Man Utd, 
(even though it  was clearly long 

overdue), what didn’t help was not so 
much the way they lost 4-1 at Watford, but the fact that they wore a sky blue 
away shirt in that match (see picture) & from the side lines, looked more like Man 

City from a distance than they should have done…… makes you wonder who in 
their right mind picked THAT as a United away kit?  A bit like Bristol City wearing 

blue & white quarters as an away strip**; no way, there are some things you just 
don’t do in football!   
 

(**City DID once wear the Rovers kit on two occasions, as a HOME kit – Name 
the occasions please!  Answer at the end of And Another Thing - 3).  

 
SECOND BATCH OF QUICKIES:  Incredible to read on social media recently 
that a neutral fan paid £45 to watch Fulham v Derby recently (and it ended 0-0 

too…..)…..London prices of course, but come on, £45 to watch a Championship 
game is a tad too much, don’t you think?.....And what a result the other week 

in the Europa Conference League, or whatever it is called: NS Mura 2, 
Tottenham 1. Wow! I had to Google the opposition. Turns out they're based in 

North London and the England captain plays for them…..LOL! But it’s hard to 
imagine that some 8 months ago, Spurs were named as one of those Euro Super 
League breakaway sides, which (thankfully) never happened, of course. Now, 

based on that NS Mura result, the Camden Sunday League might be more 
appropriate!  But, in all seriousness, expect a lot of changes at Tottenham in 

January!.....Meanwhile, there’s no doubt also that Eddie Howe has a job & 
a half on his hands up at Newcastle.  They might well be the richest club in the 
world nowadays, but they could be in the Championship next season, although 

the recent 1-0 win v Burnley at least got them up & running.            
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AND ANOTHER THING - 2!! 
 

Credit to Eddie Howe (pictured) though, holed up in 
his hotel recently because of Covid, but he was still 

able to watch live streams & videos of TRAINING 
sessions – then again, when you’re as wealthy as 
Newcastle, sorting out the technology for your new 

manager is like chicken feed, isn’t it?  The irony was 
though, that when Eddie Howe finally took his place 

on the touchline with his new charges, once his self-
isolation period had ended, it was away to Arsenal – 
the club he had always been rumoured to be lined 

up for as new manager, in the days when Arsene 
Wenger had clearly been there for too long! Unfortunately, Arsenal won the game 

2-0 & Newcastle’s problems were there for all to see…..even more so, when they 
were thumped 4-0 at Leicester last week…… And one thing I noticed about 
Liverpool manager Jurgen Klopp recently, in one of his TV interviews; his 

English has always been pretty good, he’s been here a long time now, of course, 
but he has mastered one speech issue that Germans often struggle with – 

pronouncing the letter W correctly.  Germans tend to put a V in their speech 
instead of a W, so when Klopp was talking about Wolves the other week, his W 
actually sounded like a W, so he said the name as we would say it – Wolves, not 

Volves!  It’s the little things I notice, you see…..   
 

THIRD BATCH OF QUICKIES: And that brings me on nicely to a piece of trivia 
I spotted on the night of 27 November, as I looked at the Championship & League 

2 tables: City and Rovers had both played the same number 

of games, had the same number of wins, same number of 
draws, same number of defeats, so the same number of 

points & although the goals for & against were slightly 
different, both clubs had a -7 goal difference!  It all changed 
the following day when City went down 2-0 at Sheffield 

United…..  Interesting also to see that Plymouth boss 
Ryan Lowe (pictured left) suddenly quit the club recently to 

join Preston NE. More a return to his Lancashire-based family 
– he previously managed Bury – than a step up the ladder, 
apparently. An Argyle fan I know said that Lowe did a good 

job at Home Park, although leaving them in a promotion-
challenging position could harm their prospects, but he was 

(allegedly) never fully committed to the job or move his 
family down to Devon, so a move back up north was 

inevitable at some point. Family issues 
come first, of course, but it does make you wonder why he 
joined Plymouth in the first place…..And although it has 

come as no real surprise, it’s still a little sad to hear that 
Sergio Aguero (pictured right) is retiring from football for 

health reasons. He was without doubt one of the best foreign 
imports to come into the Premier League, becoming 
Manchester City’s record goal-scorer with an amazing 260 

goals – a record that probably won’t be beaten for many 
years to come.  Best of luck for the future, Sergio!  FIELD REVIEW - 29           



 

AND ANOTHER THING - 3!! 
 

IT’S GOT NOTHING TO DO WITH FOOTBALL!!  Three things today: 
 

1. THE WORST DECORATED CHRISTMAS TREE EVER? This 
one is up in Yorkshire & the local Calderdale Council said 
that they couldn’t decorate the top half of the tree because 

it was “too dangerous”.  Well, Calderdale, you certainly got 
some media headlines with this pathetic story! 

2. TWO CHRISTMAS PROGRAMMES I WON’T BE 
WATCHING – Well, mainstream TV is bad enough over 
Christmas, which we all know anyway & the minor 

channels make even less of an effort, just putting on any 
old programme and sometimes repeating a series all day 

long, whatever it might be - so how many people will be 
watching a few episodes of “The World At War” on 
Yesterday on Christmas morning and how many then will 

tune in to the same channel on Boxing Day morning for 
“Auschwitz: The Nazis and the Final Solution”??  Very 

festive indeed….NOT! Not too many people likely to watch either of those, 
I would imagine, especially the latter! 

3. WELL, I WOULD NEVER HAVE GUESSED THAT - LOL!  A recent survey, which 

must have cost thousands in the first place, told us that CHOCOLATE is our 
favourite comfort-eating food! 37% voted for that; chocolate was closely 

followed by chocolate biscuits, cake, crisps & savoury snacks in the top 10 
items in that poll. Really? It wasn’t rocket science to have worked out that 
top 5, was it?  Mind you, I’d be a little concerned with the 5% who opted 

for BROCCOLI (!) in that survey……             
 

THE ANSWER TO WHEN BRISTOL CITY WORE THE BRISTOL ROVERS KIT: From 
the Bristol City website: 
 

“City played Rotherham at home on January 9th 1954 in the FA Cup third round. 
City lost 3-1 with John Atyeo scoring their only goal – but what stood out from 

this fixture was the fact the Robins had to borrow a set of Bristol Rovers’ shirts 
due to a clash of kits. 
 

The same situation arose on January 3rd 1958, when City played Accrington 
Stanley away in the FA Cup third round. They drew 2-2 with Wally Hinshelwood 

and Dermot Curtis getting City’s goals. For the replay a few days later, the Robins 
once again borrowed Bristol Rovers kit & this time won 3-1, with Atyeo scoring 

two goals & Dermot Curtis getting the other.” 
 
And finally, from 

this old codger on 
the terraces, who 

has been writing 
this column since 
about 1994……   
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See you all on Holiday Monday, 27 December, here 

at The Theatre of Dreams, for the visit of local 

rivals & neighbours BRISTOL MANOR FARM.  This 

game kicks off at 3.00pm.    

 

Post-Christmas action at Cossham Street: it’s 

better than watching repeats on TV and it will also 

help you to remember what day of the week it is, 

in that spell between Christmas & New Year when 

we all forget what day it is!  

 

 
        V                     

 

27/12/21  MANGOTSFIELD UNITED v BRISTOL MANOR FARM   



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   


