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Well, one by one, as the season progresses, we find 
ourselves exiting another cup tournament. Two 
weeks ago, we said goodbye to the FA Trophy for 

this campaign, following our 2-1 defeat at Willand, 
courtesy of a very late penalty – see NLP match 

report below.   It is so frustrating, but that’s football 
for you – all teams will concede late goals here & 
there, just as every side will also score late winners 

here & there too.  We just have to live with it, learn 
from it and move on. Not much else you can do, really, is there? 

 
Prior to the Willand game, we 
also exited the Southern 

League Cup, courtesy of a 6-0 
home defeat against today’s 

visitors, Melksham Town, 
although we were down to 9 
men for a chunk of the game, 

but at least we took part in the 
competition. You might recall 

in an earlier programme that I 
explained how we used to opt 
out of the SLC – which you 

were allowed to do, provided 
you paid an opt-out fee – and 

seeing how very few clubs across the SL network ever took that opportunity, it 
never used to sit well with me as a fan, as to why we did this for a number of 
seasons, rather than participate. Anyway, it is all history now, and right now, we 

have no further interest in the SLC for another year! 
 

Last weekend, as you will know, we had no fixture, so I guess we can now put 
that first chunk of the season to bed, reflect on it, as to how it has gone so far. I 

will do that with my other hat on!  Today see us kick-off the next 
segment of our season, with Melksham back here again on league 
duty, but I think a 6-0 home loss against the same opponents 10 

days ago should give us enough reason for wanting to do well 
today, don’t you think?               

       
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
FIXTURE CHANGE:  Please note that our two fixtures with PAULTON 

ROVERS have now been swapped around. We are now AT HOME to 
Paulton on Saturday 6 November 2021 at 3.00pm (instead of away) and 

we will be AWAY to Paulton on Saturday 9 April 2022 (instead of home) 
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
 

OK, Remember the cry: COME ON THE FIELD!  Editor    FIELD REVIEW - 2 



 

DAVE’S DIARY 
 

GOOD AFTERNOON EVERYONE AND WELCOME TO 

COSSHAM STREET for today’s home game against our 
old friends from MELKSHAM TOWN. Thank you all for 
your attendance today and for reading this programme 

on-line! We extend a hearty greeting to everyone 
connected to MTFC, plus we welcome back a few old 

friends who currently either play for the Wiltshire club 
or are within their officialdom, so a warm welcome back 
to those lads too!   

 
Melksham are handily placed in mid-table & make a 

quick return to Cossham Street, following their 6-0 
League Cup win here, earlier this month, so they will 
know us & we will know them too. Our Boyz will want 

to make amends for that League Cup loss, for sure, especially with 11 men on 
the pitch this time, so please give Our Boyz all your support today as we strive 

to pick up the 3 points on offer, but overall, enjoy the game & COME ON YOU 
MANGOS! 
 

SO, WITH NO GAME FOR US LAST WEEKEND, let’s take stock on what’s happened 
so far this term. Well, we’re 2nd from bottom in the league table, but we knew 

right from the beginning that it was going to be a tough campaign, fielding a very 
young side, but who give absolutely everything & who gain in experience a little 
bit more as each game goes by. Only Barnstaple remain below us & they’ve had 

a shocking time of late, being pointless so far this term & both their manager 
AND the chairman left them some weeks ago.  Our 2 games with them this season 

will be key – and our home game with Barum in December is already looming on 
the horizon, just as it did a couple of years ago when we were both at the foot of 
the table again & constantly checking each other’s results week in & week out. 

We have vital games before then, but beating Barum on 4 December is a must.  
 

When you look at the bigger defeats we’ve had this term, across all competitions, 
(0-6 Plymouth Parkway, 1-4 Larkhall, 0-5 AFC Totton & 0-6 Melksham, SLC), 

they have all been HERE at Cossham Street, so clearly, we need to improve on 
our home form in a big way. Most supporters only see the home games & our 
home gates have already begun to dip, so clearly, our home form HAS to improve, 

for a variety of reasons. Away from home, all our defeats have been close ones, 
so maybe there is less pressure on us away from Cossham Street?  

 
Having said that, we do have 4 points on the board, courtesy of a 3-1 HOME win 
v Cinderford, plus a draw at Willand, so that’s good & it shows that we CAN pick 

up points here & there.  Something to build on, as wins (and to an extent, draws 
too) breed confidence & we want more days like the Cinderford one. 

 
We’re out of all the main Cups, of course, but there is still one trophy left to try 
and make progress in – the Gloucestershire FA Senior Challenge Cup, and that 

comes up on 9 November when we travel to Bristol Manor Farm – but right now, 
all that matters is winning against Melksham today!  Let’s see if we can achieve 

it & kick off another hectic spell with a win!  Dave Smale   FIELD REVIEW - 3         



 

WELCOME TO MELKSHAM TOWN!!   

 

Club History 

 
The club was established as Melksham Football Club in 1876. In 1894, we were 
founder members of the Wiltshire League. We were Division One champions in 

1903–04 and won the Wiltshire Senior Cup the following season. In 1920, the club 
was renamed Melksham & Avon United as a result of their new ground being 

owned by Avon Rubber, before reverting to our original name in the 1926–27 
season. They were runners-up in the league in 
1924–25, 1929–30 and 1936–37. In 1951 the 

club adopted our current name and went on to 
finish as runners-up in Division One in 1959–60 

and 1971–72, also winning the Wiltshire Senior 
Cup again in 1969–70. 
 

We moved up to the Western League in 1974. 
After finishing third-from bottom of the league 

in 1975–76, we were demoted to the new 
Division One as the league expanded to two 
divisions. We won the Wiltshire Senior Cup again 

in 1977–78 & were Division One champions 
in 1979–80, earning promotion to the Premier 

Division. Their first season in the Premier Division saw us win the Wiltshire Premier 
Shield, a trophy they retained the following season & won again in 1984–85 & 
1985–86. However, we were relegated to Division One again at the end of 

the 1987–88 season. 
 

In 1992–93, we finished bottom of Division One and were relegated to the Premier 
Division of the Wiltshire Football League. We won the Premier Division and the 
Senior Knock-Out Cup the following season and were promoted back to the 

Western League at the first attempt. In 1996–97, we were Division One 
champions and were promoted to the Premier Division. Winning the Wiltshire 

Premier Shield the following season, and again in 1999–2000, before winning the 
Wiltshire Senior Cup in 2002–03 and 2007–08. Although we were relegated to 

Division One in 2009–10, we were Division One runners-up in 2010–11, earning 
promotion back to the Premier Division. 
 

We won the Wiltshire Senior Cup in 2012–13 & 2013–14, before winning the 
Western League Premier Division title in 2014–15. However, delays to making 

ground improvements meant that we were denied promotion. The following 
season saw us win the Senior Cup again. The club were runners-up in the Premier 
Division in 2017–18, earning promotion to Division One West of the Southern 

League. 
 

Our stadium 
 
We played at Challymead Common until moving to the Old Bear Field in 1883. 

Relocating to the Conigre in 1920; the ground was part of the Melksham 
House estate, centrally sited in the town & had been purchased in the same year 

by Avon Rubber, with the house turned into a social club.    FIELD REVIEW - 4 
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A wooden stand was erected on one side of the pitch and wooden fencing installed 
around the ground. During the 1960s, covered stands were built behind the Rugby 

Club End and on the other side of the pitch and floodlights were installed in 1986. 
The wooden stand was demolished in the early 1990s and replaced by a modern 

metal stand in 1994. 
  
In 2017, in preparation for redevelopment at the Melksham House site, the club 

moved to Oakfields, a new £7.3 million facility shared with Melksham Rugby Club 
on the eastern edge of the town. The first match at the new ground was played 

on 14 January 2017 against Bristol Manor Farm in the FA Vase, with the visitors 
winning 5–3 in front of a crowd of 1,215. 

 

 

MELKSHAM TOWN FC PEN PICTURES 
 
Melksham Town FC Squad List - 2021/22 

 
Players: 
 

 
Aidan Chainey 

 
Aiden re-signed for 
Melksham in 

2019/20 after a 
successful first 

season at the club, 
proving himself to be 
a tireless, hardworking midfielder who always puts in 

100% on the pitch. Formerly of Yeovil, Gillingham, 
Weymouth and Street, Aiden has settled well into the 

Melksham squad, turning into a key player for the side. 
 
Will Christopher 

 
Will joined the club from Cirencester in October 2019, however the young full back 

has also spent time with Swindon Town and Bath City. Since his arrival, Will has 
proved himself to be ahead of his years in terms of maturity and experience in 
defence, but also has the pace and energy paired with a quality delivery when 

attacking to cause the opposition back line all kinds of issues. 
 

Harvey Flippance 
 
Harvey, who has also had spells with the academies of Chippenham Town and 

Swindon Town, had to find his route to the Melksham first team through the 
reserve team.   
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Sam Hendy 
 

A new signing for the 2021/2022 season, Sam offers 
a new dimension to the Melksham midfield. The 

former Forest Green Rovers man was designated set 
piece taker in preseason and has the ability to play 
in a deep or advanced position when occupying 

midfield. Sam will be looking to make an instant 
impact in his first season for the club, so will be one 

to watch over the course of the campaign. 
 
 

 
Albie Hopkins 

 
 
 

Since joining the club in 
2019, Albie has made a 

name for himself as a scorer of important goals. 
Quick and versatile, Albie can be utilised on either 

side of the pitch to make full use of his pace and skill. 
Formerly of Oxford United, Albie has football league 
pedigree to his career and the Melksham fans get to 

see this anytime he has the ball at his feet. 
 

 
 
 

Matthew Hurley 
 

A real gladiator in the middle of the park, Matt has 
earned himself a reputation as being a composed, 
calming midfielder, but does have the odd magic 

moment such as his ‘wonder goals’ that he provides. 
Signed in 2019, Matt offered a seriously impressive 

season – something manager Richard Fey would be 
accustomed to having 
worked with the midfielder 

at Street. 
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Sayeed Ibrahim  
 

10 years on from his debut for the club in 2011, 
Sayeed has asserted himself as a Melksham legend. A 

local lad who has shown incredible loyalty and 
admirable dependability, as well as being a role model 
for younger players in the club, and this has cemented 

himself as a fan favourite within the black and yellow 
family. Pacey, ever-present and a long throw that 

causes defences all kinds of issues, Sayeed is a real 
asset to the squad. 
 

Jay Malshanskyj 
 

Jay is another new singing for 
the season, and another one 

who has had an impressive preseason too. Quick and 

creative, Jay finds himself finding space all over the pitch, 
whilst also not being afraid of taking a man on with skill 

and pace. The former Forest Green Rovers man will surely 
excite the Town faithful over the course of the season.  

 
 
 

Jake Mawford 
 

Jake originally joined the club on 
loan from Weston Super Mare, and it didn’t take long to 
see what he could offer the squad; versatile, creative, 

popular amongst the fans and squad alike, Melksham are 
delighted to have Jake on a permanent basis. Jake offers 

creative freedom in attack, as well as utilising his height 
in defence when require 
 

 
 

Ryan Morgan 
 

 

Ryan joined the club in the summer of 2021 and has 
impressed in the many minutes he played in preseason. 

Physical, direct, and hard-working, Ryan has 
established himself as one of the top defenders in the 
club – with the ability to play anywhere across the back 

line. Not afraid to get forward, the former Highworth 
man has a left foot which can provide quality delivery 

into the box as well as a powerful strike from distance.  
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Philip Ormrod 
 

 
Formerly of Gillingham, Dorchester and Street, Phil 

has proven that he can score goals wherever he is. 
Mobile, powerful, and direct, Phil impressed last 
season with not only his goalscoring but his play 

making as well, providing many assists. Since signing 
in 2019, Phil is now a settled member on the 

Melksham squad and looking to add to his impressive 
beginnings with the club. 
 

Harry Rutty 
 

Local lad Harry was 
another who’s impressive 
loan spell earned himself a 

permanent move to 
Melksham, having 

originally signed on a short-term deal from 
Chippenham. Harry is young, reliable, athletic, and 

throughout preseason he has already established a 
solid partnership with Greg Tindle at the heart of the 
defence. 

 
Greg Tindle 

 
The signing of Greg earlier in May this year would have 
caught the attention from all clubs in the Southern 

League. Greg is experienced, committed and a real 
leader to the young Melksham squad. The former 

Chippenham and Weston Super Mare captain is a 
general at the back, barking orders to his teammates 
but also not afraid to put his body on the line when 

required. Greg has had a superb preseason and will be 
ready for the fight when the league campaign begins.  

 
 
 

 
 

Oliver Webb 
 
Oli has been at the club since 2017 and is a local lad who always gives 100% 

when he pulls on the shirt. Versatile, Oli can play in both midfield and defence, 
making him a valuable player for the squad, covering wherever needs covering. 

His aerial presence is also a key part of his game, giving Melksham another 
dynamic to their game plan.  
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Richard Fey (Manager) 
 

The Melksham squad find themselves in the more 
than capable hands of experienced manager 
Richard Fey. Richard, who has had managed at 

Bridgwater, Bitton, Paulton Rovers and Street 
(guiding Street to winning the Premier Division of 

the Western League), took charge over Melksham 
in 2019 and his fantastic work with the club so far 
meant that the Town faithful were delighted when 

he committed his future to Melksham in 2021. 
 

 
Nathan Rudge (Assistant Manager) 

 

 
 

Previously assisted Richard Fey at Street. He is a 
former manager of local rivals, Chippenham Town, 

after a long playing career that began at Norwich 
City and covered several local clubs – Mangotsfield 
United being one of them, back in the late 1990s! 

 
Nick Evans (Goalkeeping Coach) 

 
Veteran goalkeeper Nick Evans is in charge of the 
current crop of ‘keepers within the Melksham 

squad. Nick is a very popular man amongst the 
Town family, and someone for aspiring 

goalkeepers to look up to. 
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WHAT THE PAPERS SAY 
 

“WE REALLY WANTED TO WIN THIS ONE, BUT WE ARE STILL IN THE GAME. WE 
ARE GOING FOR THE TITLE AND WE HAVE WHAT IT TAKES”. The words of 

Liverpool’s Mo Salah, as quoted in The Sun on 5 October 2021, as he reflected on 
the Reds’ 2-2 draw with Manchester City 2 days earlier. 
 

He may well be right, although that same comment could easily have been said 
by ANY Man City player as well – even more so, because neither City nor Liverpool 

were top of the pile after that weekend’s round of matches; Chelsea were instead! 
 
“CHRIS BEECH HAS LEFT THE CLUB WITH IMMEDIATE 

EFFECT. WE THANK CHRIS FOR HIS EFFORTS OVER THE 
PAST TWO YEARS” – The official announcement by 

Carlisle United, as quoted in The Sun on 11 October 
2021, after the Cumbrians announced the departure of 
manager Chris Beech (pictured right), following the 3-0 

defeat away to Bristol Rovers, which was their 4th defeat 
in the previous 6 games. 

 
That defeat dropped the Cumbrians into the bottom 4 of 
League 2 & of course, that means the National League trapdoor is close at hand; 

even though we are still in October, the panic button is pushed by the chairman, 
so that any new manager has plenty of time in which to turn the season around.  

I had forgotten, though, that Carlisle HAVE been in the National League once 
before; that was back in 2004-2005, when they bounced back after just one 
season, so they know what to expect if they did go down again & clearly, they 

don’t want that again, hence the sacking of the manager the other week!       
 

“WE DESERVE TO BE UP THERE AT THE TOP; WE 
ARE WINNING GAMES OF FOOTBALL. YOU HEARD 
OUR FANS SINGING, “WE’RE ON OUR WAY BACK” 

AND YES, WE ARE ON OUR WAY BACK TO BEING A 
SUSTAINABLE CHAMPIONSHIP CLUB. THAT IS WHY 

I’M HERE – TO GET US PROMOTED”.  The words of 
Plymouth Argyle boss Ryan Lowe, as quoted in the 
Metro on 11 October 2021, after Argyle’s 2-1 win v 

Burton lifted them to pole position in League One.    
 

Well, Argyle have been in the Championship/ the old 
Division 2 in the past on numerous occasions (my 

first memory of them is losing 1-0 at Ashton Gate on Bonfire Night in 1966 in 
Division 2, a late goal if I remember rightly), but it will be a massive achievement 
if they can get promoted again this season, especially with some very high-profile 

clubs in League One these days.  
 

Now they have reached the top of League One, the next task is to try & stay there. 
Argyle has great potential to go up & a wide catchment area as well to call upon 
too it’s called Devon & Cornwall! 
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THE WORLD OF SOCCER 
 

WELCOME TO “THE WORLD OF SOCCER”, the column that brings you news stories 
from around the globe.  Let’s begin in BRAZIL once again:   

          
A Brazilian player was recently charged with attempted murder (!) after kicking a 
referee in the head during a lower league match. Sport Club Sao Paulo player 

William Ribeiro attacked Rodrigo Crivellaro after he awarded a foul against him. 
The match v Guarani was suspended in the 2nd half & Crivellaro was taken to 

hospital. The referee was later released from hospital, while Ribeiro was sacked 
by his club. 
 

The club said the incident, which happened in the year of their 113th anniversary, 
was "one of the worst in its history" and that they are evaluating what further 

action to take. 
 
Sport Club Sao Paulo are based in the city of Rio Grande, 200 miles south of the 

state capital Porto Alegre, and play in the second division of the Rio Grande do Sol 
state championship. Guarani won the restarted match 1-0 a day later, apparently. 

 
Now, POLAND’s recent World Cup qualifier v Albania in Tirana was suspended for 
over 20 minutes after home fans threw objects at the visiting players!  

 
Karol Swiderski gave 

the Poles the lead with 
13 minutes remaining 
in their Group I fixture. 

But he and his team-
mates were then 

pelted with plastic 
drinks bottles from the 
stands, (see photo) 

prompting the players 
to leave the pitch. Play 

resumed and Poland leapfrogged Albania into second spot. 
 
Before the incident which prompted the lengthy delay, Poland midfielder Piotr 

Zielinski was also targeted with an object from the crowd. A post-match interview 
with Swiderski was also cut short as Poland manager Jakub Kwiatkowski 

encouraged him to leave as bottles were again thrown at him. The Poland players 
were also forced to protect themselves from bottles thrown by Albania fans. 

 
"After the goal there were full bottles flying in, so it was a bit dangerous, but we 
came back and finished the game," said Poland captain Robert Lewandowski. 

 
Albania, bidding to reach the World Cup finals for the first time, travel to Wembley 

to face England next month, prior to completing their campaign at home to 
Andorra. Poland, who are three points adrift of Gareth Southgate's side, travel to 
Andorra before hosting Hungary in November for their final two qualification 

games. In the meantime, there’ll be more from THE WORLD OF SOCCER again 
very soon.         FIELD REVIEW - 12 



 

NOTES FOR YOUR DIARY 
 

Mangotsfield United Football Club will be 

holding a celebration of the life of Graham Day 
on Friday 29 October 2021 from 3.00pm.  
 

The event, to be held at Cossham Street, is 
expected to be well attended and will feature 

anecdotes and memories from the Bristol football 
Community.  Bristol-born Day came through the 
ranks at Bristol St George before joining “The Gas” 

as a teenager. As a central defender he made over 
130 appearances for Bristol Rovers before moving 

across the Atlantic to play for Portland Timbers in 
the North American Soccer League. He also played 
for Bournemouth, playing alongside George Best 

and was part of the Forest Green Rovers team which 
won the FA Vase at Wembley in 1982.    (FIELD REVIEW – 15) 

 
MANGOTSFIELD UNITED FOOTBALL CLUB are grateful to Gary Hillard of 

the local family-run business Doug Hillard Sports for DONATING our 

FIRST TEAM KIT for this season.  

 

Located just 2 ½ miles away at 647 Fishponds Road, this Sports shop 

supplies our Club Shop with much of our stock. 

 

THANK YOU!! 
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MUSC (2009) NEWS UPDATE 
With Shaun Lecrass 

 
I would like to welcome you all back to Cossham Street 
for today’s encounter against Melksham Town. This will 

be the third time the two sides will have met post-
Covid, with Melksham taking the honours on both 

previous encounters; a close friendly encounter saw 
“the Town” win 2-1 in a pre-season friendly in early 
August and then our League Cup encounter where we 

were reduced to 9 men and lost 6-0. The League Cup 
is one of those competitions that clubs use to give their 

fringe players match experience, but obviously the way 
we lost two weeks ago is something that we don’t want 

to see repeated. 

 
Our last match saw us travel to Willand Rovers for the second time this season, 

and following our league draw we had high hopes of progressing in the FA Trophy, 
but after going in at half-time 1 up, just like we did a few weeks previously, the 
slender lead was always going to be difficult to hang onto, and Willand did equalize 

just 7 minutes into the second half. The match looked to be going to a penalty 
shootout, but as we all know, we conceded a penalty in time added on and Willand 

Rovers progressed to the next round. 
 
Last Saturday we had no fixture due to the odd number of teams in the league, 

so hopefully the boys have had the chance to get some rest and “recharge their 
batteries”. 

 
Whilst the First Team have not been in action, our South West Counties Youth 
Team have managed to reach the First Round Proper of the Youth FA Cup, having 

beaten Eastleigh 2-0. The boys have a tough away trip to Plymouth Argyle, date 
to be confirmed, but this is the FA Youth Cup, so we have to keep our dreams 

alive. The same team also travel to Wimborne next week (30th Oct) in the Gary 
Else Memorial Cup. 
 

Following this afternoon’s game, the first Supporters 
Club event for the season takes place this evening when 

we have live entertainment from Victoria, so I hope 
you would like to support the club with this event. 
 

We still have a few places available in our 50 Club draw 
which offers you a monthly chance of winning £100, £50 

or £25 for a monthly entry fee of £10. Please speak to 
Shaun or Tracy or ask behind the bar for more details.  

 
The September winners were Gary Phillips £100, Rich Tomkins £50 and Pete 
Selway £25. The next draw, for October will take place on Saturday 6th 

November when we now host Paulton Rovers in a reversal of fixtures. 
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Volunteers are still required on Matchdays and on a 
Wednesday morning, so if you can spare just half an 

hour, I am sure we can find an odd job that needs 
doing, even if it is just sweeping a small area of the 

ground or car park, as the leaves falling at this time of 
year can cause a trip hazard. 
 

We have a new ground to visit next week as we head 
to the outskirts of Southampton (or rather, to the New 

Forest National Park, on the other side of Southampton 
Water - Editor) to play new boys Lymington Town & 
then we have 3 home games in the space of 10 days 

in November: Paulton Rovers on Sat 6th, Bideford 
on 13th & Evesham United on the 16th.  

 
The results of these games will go a long way in 

determining how we will fare in our bid to survive the drop at the end of the 

season, as these are all teams in the lower half of the table, where we have to be 
looking to pick up a win or a draw to stay in contention come the end of April.  

 
This season sees the possibility of four teams being relegated, 

due to league re- structuring, so we need to build on our last 
league performance when we finally got our first victory, 
against Cinderford Town. We all knew at the beginning of the 

season we would have an uphill battle this season, but now is 
the time to really get behind the boys and hopefully we can 

retain our place in the Southern League without having to get 
involved in play-off matches with in-form teams trying to gain 
promotion from the Toolstation League. 

 
Cheers for now       Shaun Lecrass 

 

ECHOES FROM THE PAST 

 
Action from MANGOTSFIELD UNITED 1-2 MELKSHAM TOWN, from February 2019 

– James Ollis on the ball for us – Photo by David Smale      FIELD REVIEW - 15 
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PLAYER PROFILE – JOE BEARDWELL 
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MANGOTSFIELD UNITED FC FIXTURES 
 
DATES-FIXTURES-RESULTS-ATTENDANCES-SCORERS – SEASON 2021-2022 

 

THE PITCHING IN SOUTHERN LEAGUE DIVISION ONE SOUTH (PISL1S)  

 

14/08 SHOLING   PISL1S Home  0-2 126 

17/08 Evesham United   PISL1S Away  1-2 280 Own goal 

21/08 TAVISTOCK   FACPR Home  3-0 200 Nderemani 2, Towler 

28/08 PLYMOUTH PARKWAY PISL1S Home  0-6 147 

30/08 Bristol Manor Farm  PISL1S Away  0-2 311 

04/09 Frome Town   FAC1Q Away  0-1 392 

11/09 LARKHALL ATHLETIC PISL1S Home   1-4 222 Humphries 

18/09 Willand Rovers   PISL1S Away  1-1 095 Nderemani  

25/09 Highworth Town   PISL1S Away  0-2 143 

28/09 AFC TOTTON   PISL1S Home  0-5 103 

02/10 CINDERFORD TOWN  PISL1S Home  3-1 101 AF, WN, OH                                                                                                                         

05/10 MELKSHAM TOWN  LCR1 Home  0-6 093   

09/10 Willand Rovers   BFT2Q Away  1-2 138 Cattermole 

23/10 MELKSHAM TOWN  PISL1S Home 

30/10 Lymington Town   PISL1S Away 

06/11 PAULTON ROVERS  PISL1S Home - FIXTURE CHANGE – FIXTURE CHANGE 

09/11 Bristol Manor Farm  GFAT Away   

13/11 BIDEFORD   PISL1S Home 

16/11 EVESHAM UNITED  PISL1S Home 

20/11 Sholing    PISL1S Away 

27/11 Frome Town   PISL1S Away 

04/12 BARNSTAPLE TOWN  PISL1S Home 

11/12 Cirencester Town   PISL1S Away 

18/12 WINCHESTER CITY  PISL1S Home 

27/12 BRISTOL MANOR FARM PISL1S Home 

01/01 Slimbridge   PISL1S Away 

08/01 HIGHWORTH TOWN  PISL1S Home 

15/01 Larkhall Athletic   PISL1S Away 

22/01 WILLAND ROVERS  PISL1S Home 

29/01  AFC Totton   PISL1S Away 

05/02 Cinderford Town   PISL1S Away 

12/02 

19/02 Melksham Town   PISL1S Away 

26/02 LYMINGTON TOWN  PISL1S Home 

05/03 Barnstaple Town   PISL1S Away 

12/03 

19/03 FROME TOWN   PISL1S Home 

26/03 Winchester City   PISL1S Away 

02/04 CIRENCESTER TOWN  PISL1S Home 

09/04 Paulton Rovers   PISL1S Away 

16/04 Plymouth Parkway  PISL1S Away 

18/04 SLIMBRIDGE   PISL1S Home 

23/04 Bideford    PISL1S Away 

27/04     Play-Off Semi-Final 

30/04     Championship Matches 

02/05     Play-Off Final 

          

Key: AF – Andre Freckleton, OH – Owen Humphries, WN – Wayne Nderemani  
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MUFC YOUTH TEAM NEWS 
 

A fabulous win by our Mango youngsters away at 

National League Eastleigh!! 

            

        FIELD REVIEW – 20 



 

Up next for our Mango youngsters in the next 

round?  PLYMOUTH ARGYLE away next Tuesday!!    
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South West Counties U18s League 

 

 
Table up to and including Saturday 16th October.  

 
 
Next week, Saturday 30th October the lads take a break 

from their league schedule and travel to Blandford 
School, home of Wimborne Town in the Gary Else 
Memorial League Cup.  

 
The same team have reached the first-round proper of 

the Youth FA Cup and travel to Plymouth Argyle after their 2-0 win at Eastleigh. 

The game will be played on Tuesday 26 October 2021 at Home Park, Plymouth, 

kicking off at 7pm.      FIELD REVIEW - 22  

           



 

Western Counties Floodlight Youth 
League 

 

League table up to and including Monday 18 October 2021 

 

And scheduled fixtures for 2021-2022  
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COMING SOON TO COSSHAM STREET……… 

 

SATURDAY 6 NOVEMBER 2021 AT 3.00PM 

 
PITCHING IN SOUTHERN LEAGUE DIV ONE SOUTH  
 

MANGOTSFIELD UNITED v PAULTON ROVERS  
 

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
 
SATURDAY 13 NOVEMBER 2O21 AT 3.00PM 

 
PITCHING IN SOUTHERN LEAGUE DIV ONE SOUTH  

 
MANGOTSFIELD UNITED v BIDEFORD AFC 
 

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
 

TUESDAY 16 NOVEMBER 2021 AT 7.45PM 
 
PITCHING IN SOUTHERN LEAGUE DIVISION ONE SOUTH 

 
MANGOTSFIELD UNITED v EVESHAM UNITED 

 
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++  
 

COSSHAM CHATTER…….COSSHAM CHATTER 
 

Gloucestershire FA Senior Challenge Cup draw: 
  
The draws for the first two rounds of the matches of the GFA Senior Challenge Cup have been made. 
  
Round 1 is scheduled to be played on dates on or before 31 October 2021.   
  
               Match 1 – Bristol Rovers Development v Forest Green Rovers Reserves/U23 
               Match 2 – Yate Town v Cheltenham Town Reserves 
               Match 3 – Cinderford Town v Bristol City U23 
  
All other teams that qualify for this competition have received a bye to the Quarter Final which is 
scheduled to be completed by 31 December 2021. 
  
               Match 4 – Bristol Manor Farm v MANGOTSFIELD UNITED 
               Match 5 – Winner of Match 1 v Winner of Match 2 
               Match 6 – Slimbridge v Gloucester City 
               Match 7 – Cirencester Town v Winner of Match 3 
  

The Semi Final draw will be made on the completion of these matches.   FIELD REVIEW – 24 
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NLP Programme column - By David Richardson 
 

WHAT would football look like if heading didn’t exist? The 
other Sunday we found out at Spennymoor Town’s 

Brewery Field. 
 
The National League North club – see club badge – hosted 

the first adult football match without heading to raise 
money and continue the conversation about the safety of 

players. 
 
The fixture, organised by charity Head for Change, only 

allowed headers in the penalty area for the first half and 
then restricted all heading during the second. 

 
Professor Willie Stewart from Glasgow University published research showing that 
footballers are up to five times more likely to suffer from dementia than the 

general population. 
 

He believes that neurodegenerative brain disease is linked to heading after further 
studies showed that defenders were more at risk than goalkeepers, who rarely 
head the ball. 

 
Dr Judith Gates, co-founder of Head for Change, set up the charity after her 

husband Bill, who played for Middlesbrough and Spennymoor, was diagnosed with 
dementia in 2014. Bill, 77, was forced to retire aged 29 after regularly suffering 
migraines. 

 
“I want people to come away from today with knowledge and the facts that the 

dangers of heading in football is not a myth,” said Judith, who saw her husband 
kick-off the special match. “We are not proposing to ban heading but there needs 
to be a discussion about how to protect people who are playing football. 

 
“The time for action is now, the weight of evidence from the studies in this country 

and the USA means we can no longer ignore this. There are too many former 
players who are no longer with us because of neurodegenerative disease. "My 

husband Bill is here today, but he will not remember it tomorrow. We have to 
protect the players of the future.” 
 

The unique match, which ended 5-5, featured ex-Spennymoor and Middlesbrough 
players and ex-professionals, some with Premier League and international 

experience, representing the two teams, Head for Change and The Solan Connor 
Fawcett Family Cancer Trust.    FIELD REVIEW - 26  



 

Team Solan won on penalties in front of 390 people, who witnessed potentially 
the start of the biggest change the game will have ever seen. 

 
Heading is a fundamental part of football, but it is without doubt damaging to the 

human brain and that’s why options are being explored to lessen it. 
 
Being only allowed to head the ball in the penalty area, during the first-half of the 

fixture, meant there was still a goal threat from crosses and set pieces and long 
balls could be played forward. 

 
Ironically, James Marwood, the former Gateshead and Forest Green Rovers 
striker, scored the opener with his head after Gavin Cogdon had hit a post with a 

diving header at the other end. 
 

There was just one incident when the rules were forgotten and a defender nodded 
down a long ball forward resulting in a free-kick awarded to the opposition. 
 

When heading was removed entirely from the match in the second half, the change 
was evident, played more like a 5-a-side game with shorter passing and where 

aerial duels don’t exist. 
 

But this was why the match was an important practical experiment to discover 
how football would be affected and to keep the conversation going. 
 

   ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 WHAT A COINCIDENCE!! 

An interesting photo from last week’s SWANSEA CITY v CARDIFF CITY game, 
featuring MARLON PACK, JAMIE PATTERSON & AIDEN FLINT – ALL FORMER 

BRISTOL CITY PLAYERS!     FIELD REVIEW - 27  



 

PHOTOCALL – ACTION v LARKHALL 
ATHLETIC AT HOME ON 11 SEPTEMBER 2021:  

 

 
Time for a few press-ups, 
I reckon, while there is a 

lull in the proceedings 
(above) 

 
Photos by David Smale
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AND ANOTHER THING - 1!! 

 

FIRST BATCH OF QUICKIES: Well, well, well, so Watford go and sack their 
manager once again! How many have they had now? 14 in 10 years?  Utterly 

ridiculous. Maybe their problem is that they have previously kept picking 
managers that your average fan has never 
heard of, so there is never any confidence in 

these people, but at least this time, they have 
now appointed someone we have all actually 

heard of – Claudio Ranieri (pictured).  
Someone who has done the business & who is 
well-respected in this country – remember 

Leicester City 2016? Past Watford managers, 
all the unknown ones, all took the job knowing 

they probably wouldn’t last 5 minutes, would 
get the sack & then get a huge pay-off anyway, 

but now – at last – Watford have a manager who COULD take them places they 

have not been to before. I just hope they give him 
the chance……Meanwhile, Chelsea’s recent 3-1 

win v Southampton highlighted the fact that 
they still have Ross Barkley & Reuben Loftus-Cheek 
in their ranks & both played pivotal roles in that 

game.  Players that many of us might have 
forgotten about & players that could easily slot into 

most teams in the Premier League…… And a big 
well done to Man City’s Ilkay Gundogan 
(pictured right), who is buying 5,000 new trees 

to be planted following natural disasters in Turkey 
& Germany – he has also vowed to raise more funds 

in both countries to support regions destroyed by 
floods & fires.  A magnificent gesture to help the global environment too!  
 

IT'S GOT NOTHING TO DO WITH FOOTBALL! A crazy story from the recent petrol 
crisis – an HGV driver, going across the Midlands to deliver 44 tons of mortar, 

was tailed by 20 cars who thought it was a petrol tanker! When the driver pulled 
into a building site to make his 
delivery, he saw the cars still behind 

him. When the driver hopped out of 
his cab, the man in the car directly 

behind him asked him which petrol 
station he was going to. When the 

driver explained that he wasn't going 
to a petrol station, the bloke replied, 
'Why not?' prompting the mortar 

tanker driver to explain that he wasn't 
actually carrying fuel. Somewhat 

bafflingly the man then said: "You could have stopped and told us you weren't a 
petrol tanker."  Here’s a picture of the “petrol tanker”, WHICH DOESN’T LOOK 
ANYTHING LIKE A PETROL TANKER, DOES IT, nor has it any of the official orange 

warning signs that petrol tankers & the like would have on display?  The car driver?  
WHAT A PLONKER!      FIELD REVIEW - 29     



 

AND ANOTHER THING - 2!! 
 

SECOND BATCH OF QUICKIES: So Newcastle 
have finally got rid of Mike Ashley to become 

the richest club on the planet – thanks to their 
new Saudi Arabian owners. Saudi Arabia – a 
country with a truly shocking human rights 

record…… but Newcastle fans don’t give a flying 
fig about that & their celebrations after the 

announcement was made was as if they’d just 
won the next ten Champions League 
tournaments in a row……But let’s be honest, 

you can’t blame the Newcastle fans for their 
euphoria – I’d be the same if it was MUFC! 

Toon fans have been devoid of success for many 
years, they’ve had an owner they couldn’t stand 

for at least 10 years, and now, all of a sudden, they’re the wealthiest club on 

earth!  They could buy literally ANYONE they like! Apparently, though, the most 
immediate & first priority is a new training ground……. And although on-line 

programmes such as the FIELD REVIEW are on the increase these days, 
and that is just a fact of life, I’m afraid,  if you still have any paper programmes 
in your house, like I do, then hang on to them, because they will probably still 

gain in value one day – so what about the Swindon Town fan who recently sold a 
near-complete set of Swindon programmes from 1946 to date at auction for a 

whopping £40,500?  Wow!  
 
THIRD BATCH OF QUICKIES: I see that West Ham have been advertising 

adult tickets “from £10” for their Carabao Cup clash v Man City; now I know 
that you are always a long way from the pitch at the London Stadium, wherever 

you sit & however much you pay, but for just a mere tenner, you’ll probably be 
about 2km away in nearby Plaistow...... Meanwhile, I wonder what’s been 
going on down in BS4 at Brislington FC lately?  One or two big defeats, yes, 

but then an incredible 0-11 thumping at home the other week to Exmouth Town!  
The Brizz twitter message at the end of the game simply said, “We lost”……Oddly 

enough, one week later, the two sides met again at Exmouth, but on this 
occasion, the game was abandoned because of a serious injury.       
 

Another manager sacked recently was Phil Brown (pictured) at Southend 
United, as the club are struggling badly in the 

Conference, there are fan protests against the chairman 
& so on & it was just a few weeks back that Brown 

admitted the club were “facing oblivion”…..But how 
times have changed for both Phil Brown & the 
Shrimpers! Not so long ago, Brown was managing Hull 

City in the Premier League, and also not so long ago, 
2006 in fact, Southend actually spent one season in the 

Championship! I will bet many of you had forgotten 
that.  I certainly had. Next season, they COULD be in 
National League South, playing teams like Chippenham 

& Bath City. Imagine that……..  THE FIELD MARSHALL 
          FIELD REVIEW - 30    



 

 
 



 

            



 

     
 

         



 

 



 

 

 

See you all on Saturday 6 

November, here at The Theatre of 

Dreams, for the re-arranged visit 

of old rivals PAULTON ROVERS! 

 
 

        V                     

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   


