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Well, that’s our first home game out of the 
way, and unfortunately, we slipped to a 2-0 

home defeat as well against a strong, well-
drilled SHOLING back line, where their Nos 5 

and 6 gave us nothing at all.  More on that in 

a moment, but first, it was simply good to be 
back in competitive action once again, after 

what seemed like an eternity! 

 

Ever since we became a Southern League 
club in 2000, one thing I have learned is that 

every club we play seems to have two big, strong men at the heart of their 

defence. If you remember some of the Midland sides we used to play in the early 
Noughties, it was like being in the Land of the Giants!  We had big players like 

Scott Hendy at the time, but even he was often dwarfed by the opposing No 5! 

Mind you, we always tried to do the same down through the years, but, fast 

forward to now, when you have a young, evolving side such as ours, it is a stiff 
learning curve to take on board.  Sholing gave us very little at the back & 

consequently, any scoring chances we created were few & far between.  Here’s 
how the Sholing website reported on the game:     
 

“Boatmen got the season off to a winning start with a controlled & 

dominant performance in Bristol. Sholing had 7 players making their first team 
competitive debuts, but it didn't show as they took control and made the 
breakthrough on 21 mins when Joe Adam's shot was parried down by the keeper, 
but Conor Whiteley was on hand to nudge it over the line from close range.  Rob 
Nicholls hit the post early in the second half, before Conor Whiteley grabbed his 
second on 58 mins, spinning and thumping in from 12 yards.  He came within a 
whisker of a spectacular hat-trick goal when his overhead kick hit the 

woodwork.  Gosney had little to do as the defence kept the 
home side at bay and a good shift by the entire team was 
rewarded with the 3 points”. 
 
Well, we hit the bar as well, didn’t we, but I can’t really 
argue with their overall assessment. All we can do is to learn 

from it & move on – and that was something we did straight 

away just 48 hours later away at EVESHAM UNITED. We 
managed to take the lead up there too, but we couldn’t hold 

on to it in the 2nd half & eventually slipped to a 2-1 defeat against a side who are 

always around the top 6 in our division. You can read Razor’s comments on the 
Evesham game in “The Manager’s View”.  Meanwhile, let’s concentrate on the FA 
Cup today and our young lads will very much appreciate all your support. 

 
Just remember the cry - COME ON THE FIELD!!   Editor    FIELD REVIEW - 2                 
 

 

 



 

THE MANAGER’S VIEW 

 
I would like to welcome you all to Cossham Street for this afternoon’s FA Cup 
fixture against Tavistock AFC. I have hopefully learned one or two things about 
our opponents, after watching them at Millbrook earlier this week, so let’s hope 

we can reverse our fortunes from the 
results of the last couple of games.  
 
We have been on the wrong side of a 
couple of disappointing results, but 
there are a lot of positives to take out 
of these games. We realise that we 
have a young team that we are 
working with and we are going to 
have to brace ourselves with the fact 
that, sometimes, mistakes will 
happen. As long as players are 
committed to learning from these 
mistakes, then improvements will be 
made and I believe we will be alright 
at the end of the season. 
 

On Saturday against Sholing, I 
thought we were “Old Manned” out of 
it by a very well-drilled team who 

knew what they were doing and they had a “whole lot of bicep” throughout the 
side, which is something we are lacking in. I thought that we competed well, but 
I was disappointed with how we played football-wise and we didn’t pay in the style 
I had hoped for, but at the end of the day, we were beaten by a well-drilled team 
who got their goals and we didn’t. 
 
On Monday evening when we travelled to Evesham, we started off very brightly 
and we “got at ‘em”. Whilst it was great to take the lead, it had a strangely 
negative effect on us and it felt like some of the lads panicked. Obviously, Evesham 
had to push forward to get back into the game and for some reason, we forgot 
how to play the good stuff that we had played before we scored. I thought that 
the way in which we conceded both goals was so disappointing and frustrating, as 
we had dealt really well with corners on Saturday against a team who had much 
taller players. Although the corners were coming in with great quality, we should 
have dealt with them better. 
 
For a neutral supporter, I thought that it was a really good game, just a shame 
about the outbreak when we were level in the 2nd half, I believe that, on another 
day, the game could have re-started with us losing a player, having one booked 
and Evesham having three sent off; however, the referee brandished five yellow 
cards instead. That’s all in the past now, so we have to look forward to the next 
game. I hope you all enjoy today’s match and hope we can get our first win of the 
season. 
 

See you in the bar afterwards!  RAZOR  FIELD REVIEW - 3  



 

DAVE’S DIARY 
 

GOOD AFTERNOON EVERYONE AND WELCOME TO 
COSSHAM STREET for our second home game of the 

2021-2022 season.  Thank you for your attendance 

today and for reading this programme on line! More on 

that aspect shortly. 
 

MEANWHILE, WE WELCOME OUR VISITORS 

TAVISTOCK AFC TO COSSHAM STREET TODAY. We 
hope they will enjoy their 

short stay with us & have a 

safe journey home. Today is 
where both clubs dream of 

FA Cup glory, as the smaller 

clubs battle their way 

through the very early rounds, as well as hoping to 
boost the coffers as well, courtesy of some FA Prize 

money!  Tavistock began their own road to Wembley 2 weeks ago, with a 3-2 win 

away at St Austell, or “Snozzle”, as they say in Cornwall, so we know we will be 
in for a very tough game today, with both sides looking to be in next week’s draw 
for the next round!  Please give our young side all your support today, as we 

strive to make sure our name is in the hat on Monday – COME ON THE FIELD! 

COME ON YOU MANGOS! 
 

NOW I KNOW SOME OF YOU WERE DISAPPOINTED to find at the Sholing game 

that the FIELD REVIEW has now become on-line only.  Not everyone does 
technology either – in full, in part or at all! I do get that. I explained the reasons 

for our decision in the Sholing issue, but as you will perhaps already know from 

other clubs in our area, the on-line programme has picked up pace, having first 
started maybe 2 or 3 years ago at our level of the game.  I can remember saying 

more than once that “if the Mangotsfield programme ever went on-line only, then 
Bob & I would both walk” – we were massively 100% in favour of paper 

programmes and here I am now, having turned in the exact opposite way by 
saying it is the ONLY way forward now, for me, for us as a Club, as technology 

gathers pace in so many ways, such as on-line banking, paying for tickets of all 

kinds on line, shopping and umpteen other things as well. 
 

I’VE BEEN TO A COUPLE OF OTHER LOCAL CLUBS 
RECENTLY in the Toolstation League – Bristol Telephones 
have gone on-line only & Longwell Green Sports STILL 

produce a paper programme (pictured), but that could 

easily change as I was told they were “just testing the 
water” by continuing to produce paper programmes. My 
most local club to me in BS4, Brislington, went paperless 

last season & I’ve heard no different news from there as 
yet.  Bristol City, in the Championship, have gone 
paperless too – and when clubs of that level (Derby are 

another one, I gather) scrap paper copies, then it is hard 

to stop the inevitable from happening.   
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IN OUR OWN LEAGUE, some of you may know more than me on that score, as to 
who is producing paper programmes & who isn’t, but I do know that Barnstaple 
Town did produce a paper programme for their opening game last week, so well 

done to them for that. Barum’s was always a good one, I must say! 
 
I DON’T THINK YOU CAN COMPLETELY BLAME COVID FOR ON-LINE 

PROGRAMMES EITHER. All Covid has done is to speed up a process that was 

already under way. That also applied, for example, to working from home in my 
office – we had been working from home for 4 years already, two days a week, 

before lockdown started in March 2020. All that Covid did was to turn those 2 

days a week into 5 days a week, with (at first) no end in sight.  
 

MANY OF YOU WILL REMEMBER HOW WE LOST 

SPORTS PAPERS in the last 10 or 20 years – 

local papers like The Green’Un, which was 
almost like a religion, which we just had to 

follow on a Saturday evening when it came out 

(in a rush, usually). I also used to buy the 
Birmingham Sports Argus (pictured) as well on 

a Sunday morning; another packed sports 

paper covering all the Midlands clubs, as well 
as the teams we used to play in the Noughties, 

such as Bromsgrove, Halesowen & the mighty 

Paget Rangers. Those papers now? Gone!  

 
Similarly, sports papers in our other big cities 

too, all mostly gone now. I can remember 

reading one main reason why the sports paper 
up in Newcastle-upon-Tyne, covering both 

Newcastle & Sunderland, folded some years 

ago. “Who in Newcastle is going to buy a sports paper in our city on a Saturday 
night, when United play many of their games on a Sunday because of TV 
demands?” A fair point, I thought!   

 

From our point of view as well, just look at the way the Sunday Independent has 
changed in recent years – it has gone from covering local non-league football in 

a massive, massive way to something almost the opposite, as it struggles to 

survive in the modern climate. You do wonder how long it will last these days.  
 

So, I hope fans will understand as we move further on into the world of 

technology regarding the way we promote MUFC. We already use Twitter & 

Facebook to advertise the Club; they are popular means of communications these 
days. You can never say never, when it comes to producing a paper programme 

again; who knows what the future may hold in that respect, but for now, on-line 

only is the only way forward for the FIELD REVIEW.  
 

OK, THEN, IT’S FA CUP TIME NOW! Those heady days in the Noughties when we 

reached the 4th Qualifying Round no less than 4 times are a distant memory, but 
let’s try & Live The Dream again, beginning today! 
 

Dave Smale       FIELD REVIEW - 5 
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VisitTheFA.com/Competitions for more details on the 2021/22 Emirates FA Cup and Vitality Women’s 
FA Cup.  

 

For further information, please contact: Tom Everett Corporate Communications Manager 

Tom.Everett@TheFA.com 07976 76852 

 

 

WELCOME TO TAVISTOCK AFC! 
 

CLUB HISTORY 

Ad-hoc football, a cross between rugby union and soccer and perhaps a few other 

games to boot, took place between Plymouth and Tavistock sides from the mid-
1870s, but it took a letter in the Tavistock Gazette from scribes under the 

pseudonym of “Well/wisher” and “Halfback”, to attract the attentions of two local 
businessmen. 

 
The club was thus founded on September 8th, 1888, 

the foundation year of the Devon County FA, when 

sportsman and businessman Herbert Spencer 
summoned “interested persons to assemble at the 

Guildhall” where a committee was elected under the 

chairmanship of his brother, Wilfred, with Herbert as 

his deputy and another brother, Kingsley, on the 
committee with Tom Owen Esq as secretary.  The old 

Tavistock Grammar School playing field in Russell 

Street hosted the newly formed club and the first match 
against the Duke of Cornwall Light Infantry resulted in a 1–0 victory. The first 

AGM held at the old Temperance Hotel, now the Ordulph Arms, proudly recorded 

a first season playing record of Won 13, Lost 3 Drawn 1. 
 

By 1890, the club adopted a strip of blue and old gold and formed a second team, 

moving two years later to Green Lane, Torlands, courtesy of the proprietor of the 

Bedford Hotel. Going from strength to strength, the team won the league and 
were cup runners up in 1900-1901. On one day in 1903 at Torlands on the edge 

of Dartmoor, a game had to be abandoned due to a sudden blizzard. In the same 

year, wild ducks invaded a flooded penalty area and set up home for a week in a 
makeshift pond, resulting in a postponed fixture. No wonder that, over the next 

few years, venues changed, from a return to the old grammar school pitch, to 

Green Hill and Sandy Park. It is believed that, in 1913, the entire Tavistock team 
was selected to represent the County. 

 

During the period of 1914-1918, structured football was abandoned. 

 
Eventually, there were at least three other clubs in the town: Tavistock 

Comrades, Bannawell Blues United and Tavistock West End. Amalgamation in 

1939 produced the familiar colours of red and black. A welcome change to the 
salmon pink shirts with chocolate collars and cuffs of 1919. The years 1920 to 

1930 were successful times with excellent results in the league, Bedford Cup and 

Senior Devon Cup. Sadly, the next decade saw a decline in both results and 
attendances.                                                             FIELD REVIEW - 8 



 

Play ceased at the end of the 1931-32 season due to debt. Jumble sales and whist 
drives were held to ease the financial situation and football resumed once more 

in 1937.    

                                                                           

The onset of World War II put things on hold until 1945 when the Lambs joined 
the Plymouth Combination League First Division. In 1947, the Club President, Mr 

Herbert Thomas Langsford, purchased Langsford Park, giving it under trust to the 

club in 1949. A carved commemorative stone serves as a reminder of his 
benevolence.  

 

In 1952 Tavistock joined the South Western League but were forced to withdraw 
in 1961 due to financial embarrassment, until re-joining in 1968. 

 

The Club has been the birthplace of many players going on to enjoy professional 

pay-days in the Football League including Harold Redmond and Danny Sullivan 
to Crystal Palace for a fee of £100, Neil and Peter 

Langman to Plymouth Argyle, Mike Trebilcock 

(pictured, left), perhaps the most newsworthy 
footballer to have played for Tavistock, scored two of 

the three goals in the 1966 FA Cup Final in Everton’s 
3–2 win over Sheffield Wednesday.  Robbie Pethick, 
Tavistock born and ex-player of the Club, signed 

professional forms for Portsmouth in October 1993, 

where he had five successful seasons before moving 

to Bristol Rovers. 
 

The Club won the Devon Premier Cup in season 2001-

02 and repeated this success in season 2006-07, by 
beating Upton Athletic by six goals to nil, creating a 

record winning margin in the final of this competition. 

 
In season 2005-06, the Club reached the last thirty-two in the FA Vase, going out 

to Pickering Town in a very close encounter.  The Club also entered the FA Cup 

for the first time since 1953-54. 

 
Perhaps the saddest entry in this brief history of football in Tavistock is the fire 

of 3rd February 2011, which all but saw the complete destruction of the old 

changing rooms and the Red & Black Clubhouse; since then, a rebuilding 
programme has seen the club rise from the ashes and achieve great things by 

becoming the SWPL East Divisions Champions in 2014/15 and then SWPL Premier 

Division Champions in 2016/17. 

 
Tavistock AFC also made SWPL history in the following year by becoming the first 

club to win both the SWPL Charity Vase and Bowl. 

 
Success has continued and, after being runners up to Plymouth Parkway in the 

SWPL Premier Division for the 2017-18 season, the Lambs won the league on the 

last day of the 2018/19 season, beating Plymouth Argyle to gain promotion to 
the Toolstation Western League. 

 

We can say that football is very much alive in Tavistock!  FIELD REVIEW - 9 



 

TAVISTOCK AFC CLUB HONOURS 

 

SWPL Premier Division Winners 2019, 2017 

SWPL Premier Division Runners Up 2018 
SWPL Premier Division 3rd Place 2016 

SWPL East Division Champions 2015 

SWPL Ground of the year Award 2010, 2012, 2013, 2014,1997.  Runners-up 2015  

Bedford Cup winners 2006, 2004, 1997, 1990, 1987, 1984, 1978, 1977, 1850, 
1949, 1921 

Carlsberg S.W.L. runners-up 2003 

Devon Premier Cup winners 2007, 2002, 1983, 1978, 1969 
Devon County Jack Spiller Charity Cup winners 1979 

S.W.L. Challenge Cup winners 1969 

P&D Division One champions 1951 
Victory Cup winners 1950 

Devon League champions 1901 

Winners of the inaugural Devon Senior Cup 1890 
 

    

LOOK, RAZOR, IT’S LIKE THIS……. 
 

 
 
Referee Graham Pearce explains a point to Mangos boss Ray Johnston at half-
time during the Sholing game. 

 

Photo: David Smale 
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WHAT THE PAPERS SAY 
 

“THE SRIVADDHANAPRABHAS FAMILY AT LEICESTER ARE BILLIONAIRE 
BUSINESSMEN. HAD THEY BEEN INVITED TO JOIN THE EUROPEAN SUPER 
LEAGUE, THEN THEY MIGHT WELL HAVE ACCEPTED – JUST AS ABRAMOVICH AND 
THE OTHER BIG 6 OWNERS DID AND SIGNED UP. BUT THEY WERE NOT INVITED 
AND THEREFORE WE WILL NEVER KNOW HOW IT MIGHT HAVE PANNED OUT. AS 
A RESULT, THEIR CLUB REPRESENTS THE REST OF THE THREATENED ENGLISH 
FOOTBALL PYRAMID.  THEIR FA CUP SUCCESS – THE FIRST IN THEIR HISTORY 
– WILL HAVE BEEN CHEERED BY EVERY NEUTRAL FAN”.  From a news report in 
The Sun on 17 May 2021, which outlined Leicester’s 1-0 FA Cup Final win v 

Chelsea & what it meant to football fans everywhere except Stamford Bridge & 

the other Big 6 clubs. 
 

The Big 6 have indeed tarnished their own image forever, in my book – and the 

rest of us have looked at Leicester since that amazing 2016 Premier League title 

win & have seen how well they’ve generally done. Always around the top 6 & 
flying the flag for the rest of us.  As for the Cup Final win, yes, we neutrals wanted 

the Foxes to win more than ever. Chelsea have had their fair share of FA Cups 

down the years, so a new name is always 
welcome. Big 6 clubs playing each other in the 

Final?  Yawn, that does nothing for me any 

more & besides, Chelsea have an owner who 

still sacks the manager even when they win 
major trophies; a laughable scenario to the 

rest of us, who dream that our teams might 

win even one trophy!   
 

And the telling factor for me, watching the 

Leicester celebrations after the game?  The 
sight of keeper Kasper Schmeichel rushing 

over to grab owner Khun Top 

Srivaddhanaprabhas, so that HE could lift the FA Cup with his players & manager 

Brendan Rogers (see picture, left) – bearing in mind that the owners of Arsenal, 
Man Utd & Liverpool hid (and continue to hide) behind steel barriers, following 

gutless, hollow apologies to the fans for their Super League aspirations. Big 6? 

Shady 6 more like! Meanwhile, us football fans that follow any other club in the 
land will wish Leicester City more success this season, simply because they 

represent the rest of us and that makes us all closet Foxes fans, especially when 

they meet any of the Shady 6….  
   

“MORECAMBE AND RISE!” Perhaps one of the most obvious headlines of all time, 

as per the Sun on 1 June 2021, following Morecambe’s unlikely promotion to 
League One, where they will now face the likes of Ipswich, Sunderland & 
Portsmouth – as well as their old rivals Accrington Stanley, who continue to 

survive – and thrive – brilliantly at this unlikely level (for them). Just imagine it 

– Sunderland v Morecambe sounds more like a Cup tie, whilst Accrington v 
Morecambe still sounds like a non-league game. Funny game, football, eh? 
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THE WORLD OF SOCCER 
 

Well, we had the Euros this summer, so in a way, I ought to devote at least one 

WOS column to that, but where would I stop?  It wasn’t to be for us in the end, 

but at least we reached the Final, although we still couldn’t get the ghost of 1966 
out of our hair…… but let me pick up on one comment from former GERMANY 
legend Lothar Matthaus (pictured below), who spoke to the German media back 

on 11 July 2021.  Here’s what he said: 
 
“English fans were hostile to the little girl in the 
Germany jersey. They were whistling the opposing 

national anthems. Denmark's keeper Kasper 

Schmeichel was blinded with a laser during a 
penalty that Raheem Sterling dived to get in the 

semi-finals. Add to that the racist hostility towards 

their own players after the final. Dear Englishmen, 
that was unsportsmanlike behaviour that we did 

not know from you & never want to see again. So 

sorry for the players but you deserve the trauma after the Final was lost 
on penalties." 

 

Now I admit that it is hard to disagree with some of that, but I do wonder what 

prompted him to say it in the first place?  Did he want to make some flag-waving 
headlines, tarnishing an entire nation, as his country was still trying to get over 

losing to England in the KO stages? The bottom line for me is that our players & 

99% of the general English public who got behind our team didn’t deserve the 
criticism at all – only the 1 per cent or so that did cause any problems.  Raheem 

Sterling dived, did he? That’s rich, coming from a player whose goalkeeper some 
years ago took out an opposing striker outside of the box and knocked him 
unconscious, and got away with it too – not forgetting the time either when Frank 

Lampard’s shot against Germany went 2 feet over the line & still wasn’t given!  
 

Staying in GERMANY, it was sad to hear of the death last week of former German 
striker Gerd Muller (pictured), aged 75. Muller, pictured scoring the goal that 

knocked England out of the 1970 World Cup, also scored the winning goal v 

Holland in the 1974 World Cup Final.  With 1,251 goals in 998 games for Bayern, 
& 68 in 62 for Germany, Gerd Müller – “Der Bomber” – is as worthy of a legend 

status as it gets, even before considering the 

string of records he set in a hitherto unrivalled 
career. Thanks to all those goals, Müller 

helped himself to the 1970 Ballon d'Or, two 

German Footballer of the Year awards & 7 

Bundesliga Torjägerkanone trophies. His 
team-mates also had him to thank for a FIFA 

World Cup, one UEFA European 

Championship, 4 Bundesliga trophies & 4 DFB 
Cups, in addition to 3 European Cups & a 

European Cup Winners' Cup winner's medal, 

without forgetting the 1976 Intercontinental 

Cup.  RIP Gerd Muller.     
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COMING SOON TO COSSHAM STREET 

 

SATURDAY 28 AUGUST 2021 AT 3.00PM  
 

PITCHING IN SOUTHERN LEAGUE DIV ONE SOUTH  

 

MANGOTSFIELD UNITED v PLYMOUTH PARKWAY 
 

Parkway come into our Division as a very highly-rated 

side, who were a very, very strong team in the Toolstation 
League and who have (previously anyway) travelled up to Bristol in a posh coach!  

Here’s the picture of it I took at 
Cadbury Heath a couple of years 
ago!  They have, however, lost a 

few players recently, though & 

one of them was ex-Bideford & 

Bodmin Town star striker Adam 
Carter, who is now playing down 

the road from here at……… 

Bitton! I doubt if even the 
Parkway fans saw that one 

coming. I did read somewhere 

that Carter scored 60 goals in 67 

appearances for Parkway, so he will clearly be hard to replace & we’ll keep an 
eye on Bitton’s results each week, as we do anyway, of course. Parkway lost their 

first Southern League match 1-0 at AFC Totton, but they picked up a point in 

midweek at home to Frome in a 2-2 draw.  They will provide stiff opposition for 
us next Saturday, but rest assured our youngsters will have a real go at them!     

 

SATURDAY 4 SEPTEMBER 2021: 
 

THE FA CUP 1ST QUALIFYING ROUND  

 

We don’t know yet, it depends how we get on today! Let’s hope we are in the 
draw & get a home tie! Or we could end up having a blank day – we may know a 

little more by 5pm!    

 
SATURDAY 11 SEPTEMBER 2021 AT 3.00PM 

  

PITCHING IN SOUTHERN LEAGUE DIV ONE SOUTH  
 

MANGOTSFIELD UNITED v LARKHALL ATHLETIC 

 

It’s always an interesting tie against the Larks from Bath, 
with so many ex-MUFC personnel over there in recent 

years, including manager Phil Bater.  A very quick look at their website showed 

me a few names who used to play for us – Dale Evans, Dan Demkiv, Geraint 
Bater, Harry Simons, Joe Hillard, Josh Jones, Shaun Semmens, Tom Warren and 

a certain Mr Lewis Powell!  I’m assuming Neil Arndale is still there as a coach too?  
Anyway, there will be plenty of ex-Mangos here on 11 September 2021 at 3pm, 
of that you can be VERY sure!            FIELD REVIEW -14  



 

NOTES FOR YOUR DIARY 

 
The annual family friendly charity match will take place on Sunday 26th 
September 2021 at Cossham Sreet, Mangotsfield United Football Club with 
the match kicking off at 3pm.  
 
The memorial match welcomes a host of former Bristol Rovers Legends to play 
against a team of supporters, all in a bid to raise funds for a selected charity each 
year. 
 
The Clubhouse and gates will open at 12.30pm. 
 

Ash Belsten, the creator of the Martin Belsten Memorial Match, organised his first 
match in memory of his Grandfather back in 2017 for the Soundwell-based care 
home, Deerhurst, run by Brunel Care, where his grandfather passed away. 
 
Since the first match, the event has gone from strength to strength, raising 
thousands of pounds for several charities since its inception and this year, Bristol 
Rovers Community Trust is truly honoured to have been selected for 2021. 
 

Tickets can be purchased for just £5 (under 5s free) from the following site 
https://www.bristolroverscommunity.org.uk/belstenmemorialmatch2021 

 

 

Also! On 

FRIDAY 29th 

October 2021 

From 3pm…… 

 

GRAHAM DAY 
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Mangotsfield United Football Club will be 
holding a celebration of the life of Graham 
Day on Friday 29 October 2021 from 
3.00pm.  
 
The event, to be held at Cossham Street, is 
expected to be well attended and will feature 
anecdotes and memories from the Bristol 
football Community.  Bristol-born Day came 
through the ranks at Bristol St George 
before joining “The Gas” as a teenager. As a 
central defender he made over 130 
appearances for Bristol Rovers before 
moving across the Atlantic to play for 
Portland Timbers in the North American 
Soccer League. He also played for 
Bournemouth, playing alongside George 
Best and was part of the Forest Green 
Rovers team which won the FA Vase at 

Wembley in 1982. 
 

MUSC 2009 NEWS (MUFC Supporters Club) 
 

With SHAUN LECRASS 
   

Now that, hopefully, Covid is behind us, we hope 
that we will be able to get back to some sort of 
normality. Whilst things do not look very 
different in and around the clubhouse and the 
ground, a merry band of volunteers have been 
working hard behind the scenes and a fair 
amount of money has been spent. 
 

New TV system upgrade 

 
Prior to the Euros Football Tournament, and due 
to Shaun and Sharon volunteering to open the 
clubhouse for a few hours each week on a Friday 
evening for our loyal customers, it was 
discovered that time and the weather had taken 
its toll on the old TV aerial and it had blown 
down and damaged the Sky satellite dish, so we 
had no television picture. The Supporters Club 
have financed an upgrade to the whole system, 
replacing the Satellite dish and all the cables, so 

we now have HD quality pictures on our TV screens and about 300 feet less cables 
in the ceiling. 
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The Crew  
 

With many thanks to Anthony Hannan & “Bert”, the clubhouse Wi-Fi has had a 
major upgrade & the signal has been extended around certain parts of the club.                       
They have also been updating the club security camera systems, (so watch what 
you are doing!!), adding extra “eyes” around the ground, whilst updating the 
picture quality and ensuring coverage of all, off the club. This system backs the 
images up to the cloud and can be accessed remotely by mobile phone, tablet, 
laptop etc. 
 

The Tuesday Crew, (mainly Mike Hamilton, Pete Selway, Robin Bishop, Andy 
Milne) have changed their “working party” day to a Wednesday morning, so if 
anyone could spare any time between 9 and 12 on a Wednesday, then please 
make yourself known. The “Crew” have been busy doing general cleaning and 
maintenance, in and around the club grounds; many locals will know how much 
better the “Hut Field” looks, thanks to these guys, along with the help of the 
Juniors’ Pete Brown and groundsman “Dave”.  
 
Behind-the-ground brambles  
 

Another “unseen area” to most supporters is behind the goalmouth at the Field 
end, where we sometimes have footballs flying over the nets. Due to the Covid 
Pandemic, the brambles had made it almost impossible to retrieve these flying 
balls, but the Crew have given the brambles a good “haircut”. 
          
Welcome to our new Management and Players  
 

There have also been lots of changes on and off the pitch; obviously, the main 
change is at the helm, so the Supporters Club extends a very warm welcome to 
Ray Johnston and Terry Moore, and also the new (and old) players that have put 
pen to paper for this season. 

 

The Field Review 

 

If you are reading this article, then you should also 
know that Bob Smale has “Hung up his Boots” and 
the “Field Review” is now being done by his brother 
David, with a tiny bit of help/hindrance from me. 
Just for the record, the Supporters Club would like 
to thank Bob (and Dave) for the sterling job they 
have done over the last 30 odd years. 
 
The “50 Club” 

 

The Covid pandemic caused the abrupt end to a 
second season, which has made things difficult with 
regards to our Monthly “50 Club” draw. Having 
talked with several of you very loyal supporters who 

participate in the 50 club, I have received mixed responses on how to proceed 
with this coming season’s subscriptions.                  (FIELD REVIEW – 17) 



 

Some have said we should honour any monies paid and others have expressed 
that they would be prepared to pay the full amount again for this season.  
 

In the interests of fairness, we will honour any monies paid in advance 
towards this season if you would like to, or we will record any surplus 
payments from last season as donations if you wish to pay the full £90 
for this season’s draws.  
 
In the meantime, it is not too late to get involved in one of our best sources of 
income. The concept is quite easy; once you join up, you pay £10 per month or 
£90 for the full season and you will be allocated a membership number.  This 
number will then be entered into a monthly draw, as long as you are paid up to 
date, and you will have the chance to win £100, £50 or £25. The draws will take 
place on the closest home fixture to the end of the month, subject to games not 
being postponed.  The proposed draw dates for this coming season are: 
August Draw Saturday 3rd September 
September Draw Saturday 2nd October 
October Draw Saturday 13th November 
November Draw Saturday 4th December 
December Draw Saturday 27th December 
 

Remember you have the chance to win £100, £50 or £25 for just £10 per 
month. 
 

For further information or to support your club please 
 

Contact Shaun Lecrass 07983052121 

 

Other Supporters Club Events – A live entertainment evening 

 

It is hoped that the Supporters club will 
hold several events during the season.  
 

The Supporters Club are holding a 
function on the evening of Saturday 23rd 
October following our home fixture 
against Melksham Town. Live 
entertainment will be provided by Female 
vocalist VICTORIA who, incidentally, lives 
in Melksham! Victoria is a talented singer 
who has starred in several stage musicals, 
but she likes to let her hair down when 
performing in pubs and clubs and is sure 
to have you laughing along with her in 
between her songs. 
 

The Supporters club will be charging a 
nominal fee of £2 admission which will also enter you into a draw to win a 1.5 litre 
bottle of Prosecco.                                                (FIELD REVIEW – 18)  



 

If supporters wish to stay after the afternoon’s game v Melksham, we will be 
showing live football as well, or why not participate in our mini “Race Night” event, 
if enough people are in attendance? 
 

Please speak to Shaun or Tracy or ask behind the bar to purchase your “Lucky 
Entry Ticket” for just £2. We are limited to numbers in the Main Hall, so please 
get your ticket early to avoid disappointment. 
 
We will endeavour to keep you updated with any events news as and when times 
and dates are confirmed. I would like to take this opportunity to ask us all to 
reflect on the last 18 months or so; so many of us have had our lives changed in 
one way or another; for me in particular, the Covid pandemic has made me 
change my job, Tracy has helped out with the implementation of the Covid jabs, 
and the kids have missed a lot of schooling, despite the best efforts of their 
parents, but things are taught much differently than 30(ish) years ago.  
 

I would also like to reflect on the health effects of the Covid, without trying to 
single anyone out, Terry Rose, our match-day assistant (who worked alongside 
John House) spent several months in hospital and whilst he is on the mend now, 
this has forced his early retirement from the club. 
 
It is also time to remember our loyal supporters and family members, who have 
sadly passed away during the lockdown period, and due to restrictions, friends 
and family have not had the opportunity to pay their respects in the manner we 
are quantitated to. WE WILL REMEMBER THEM.    
 

 

Shaun Lecrass – on behalf of MUSC 2009  
 
 

    

    

  

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

Now it always gives me a buzz each 

summer when the FA issues the 
alphabetical list of all clubs entering 

the FA Cup – and the Mangos are in 

there with the Big Boys of Mansfield 

Town & Margate!       
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PLAYER PROFILE – HIM AGAIN! 
 

Nickname: 
Wayner 
D.O.B. 
31/01/2000 

Occupation: 
At University studying Sport’s  
Performance. 
Player Position: 
Left Wing/Left Back. 
Favourite Football Team: 
Manchester United. 
Favourite Player: 
Marcelo. 
Red or Blue (City/Rovers): 
Red. 
Football High: 
Playing in “Team of the season”  
at college. 
Football Low:  
Being injured for 5 months. 
Footballing Ambition: 
To play at the highest level I can. 
Hobbies: 
Football/ Keeping Fit 
Favourite Film: 
Wolf of Wall Street (2013) 
Favourite Singer: 
Roddy Ricch 
Favourite Grub: 
Chicken & Rice 

Interesting facts about me: 
1 I cannot swim 
2 I once lived in Scotland 
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MANGOTSFIELD UNITED FC FIXTURES 
 
DATES-FIXTURES-RESULTS-ATTENDANCES-SCORERS – SEASON 2021-2022 

 

THE PITCHING IN SOUTHERN LEAGUE DIVISION ONE SOUTH (PISL1S)  
 

14/08 SHOLING   PISL1S Home  0-2 126 

17/08 Evesham United   PISL1S Away  1-2 280 Own goal 

21/08 TAVISTOCK   FACPR Home (FA Cup) 

28/08 PLYMOUTH PARKWAY PISL1S Home 

30/08 Bristol Manor Farm  PISL1S Away 

04/09     FAC1Q 

08/09     LCPR  (League Cup)  

11/09 LARKHALL ATHLETIC PISL1S Home  

18/09 Willand Rovers   PISL1S Away  

25/09 Highworth Town   PISL1S Away  

28/09 AFC TOTTON   PISL1S Home 

02/10 CINDERFORD TOWN  PISL1S Home 

06/10     LCR1 

09/10     BFT2Q 

16/10   

23/10 MELKSHAM TOWN  PISL1S Home 

30/10 Lymington Town   PISL1S Away 

03/11     LC2 

06/11 Paulton Rovers   PISL1S Away 

13/11 BIDEFORD   PISL1S Home 

16/11 EVESHAM UNITED  PISL1S Home 

20/11 Sholing    PISL1S Away 
27/11 Frome Town   PISL1S Away 

01/12     LC3 

04/12 BARNSTAPLE TOWN  PISL1S Home 

11/12 Cirencester Town   PISL1S Away 

18/12 WINCHESTER CITY  PISL1S Home 

27/12 BRISTOL MANOR FARM PISL1S Home 

01/01 Slimbridge   PISL1S Away 

08/01 HIGHWORTH TOWN  PISL1S Home 

12/01     LC4 

15/01 Larkhall Athletic   PISL1S Away 

22/01 WILLAND ROVERS  PISL1S Home 

29/01  AFC Totton   PISL1S Away 

05/02 Cinderford Town   PISL1S Away 

12/02 

19/02 Melksham Town   PISL1S Away 

26/02 LYMINGTON TOWN  PISL1S Home 

05/03 Barnstaple Town   PISL1S Away 

12/03 

19/03 FROME TOWN   PISL1S Home 

26/03 Winchester City   PISL1S Away 

02/04 CIRENCESTER TOWN  PISL1S Home 

09/04 PAULTON ROVERS  PISL1S Home 

16/04 Plymouth Parkway  PISL1S Away 
18/04 SLIMBRIDGE   PISL1S Home 

23/04 Bideford    PISL1S Away 

27/04     Play-Off Semi-Final 

30/04     Championship Matches 

02/05     Play-Off Final 

         FIELD REVIEW - 22 



 

MUFC YOUTH TEAM NEWS 
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THE ONLY problem with pre-season predictions in print is people remember them. Sometimes they 
even cut them out and keep them. Some get stuck on a dressing room wall and used to create 
motivation or a siege mentality. 

Of course, a correct pre-season prediction is worth its weight in gold. If you’ve delivered your tips in late 
July or early August and they come off by the end of April or May, then you can take your lap of honour.  

It’s part of the new season fun. Who has signed well? Who looks to have strong foundations from last 
season? Who might drop off?  

This season that has been harder than ever. The majority of Steps 3-6 didn’t kick a ball from November 
onwards last season, Step 2 stopped early, with just the National League’s top flight completing a full 
campaign.  

So it’s difficult to quite know how teams will come back. How players will return after missing so much 
competitive football. But, even when a full season has been completed, predictions are just that. Guess 
work! Because if we knew what would happen, then there wouldn’t be much point in all turning up every 
Saturday.  

The opening weeks are always fascinating. Most teams fancy their chances of having a special year, 
believing they can be the ones fighting it out even when no one else thinks they will be. 

Just ask Sutton United. Not many expected Matt Gray’s side to be in the title race. Outsiders for a play-
off place? Sure. But not leading everyone else and lifting the championship.  

Yet, last week they were at Cardiff City in the EFL Cup as they embark on their first ever season in 
League football. It’s quite a story. 

And this season will throw up many more. Every league has its fancied sides, the big spenders who 
‘should’ be in the mix. But every league will have some who come from nowhere, where everything falls 
into place and it they really do have the season of their lives.  

Like Hornchurch last season celebrating FA Trophy glory under the arch. There can’t have been anyone 
in the country who foresaw that happening.  

This weekend the Step 1 clubs are getting underway to make it a full Non-League house.  

The FA Cup is in full swing, crowds are up, goals are flying in. It feels almost normal again. 

There may be some bumps in the road this season, Covid hasn’t gone away and a glance across the 
fixture list shows the pandemic is still having an impact on postponements.  

But, after a long absence, it feels good to be inching back towards that routine. And the normality of all 
my predictions falling flat on their face by the end of September! Enjoy your game…… 
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PHOTOCALL – ACTION FROM THE SHOLING 

GAME ON 14 AUGUST 2021:  
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AND ANOTHER THING - 1!! 

 

Now had we won the Euros in July, I’d have talked about it at length in this column, 
but we were cursed yet again by The Dreaded Penalty Shoot-out & by some players 

taking soft penalties, when – surely – they should just be blasting the ball as hard 

as possible towards goal, but we live and (try to) learn, I guess. Nevertheless, 

THANKS TO GARETH SOUTHGATE AND OUR ENGLAND PLAYERS FOR GETTING US 
TO THE FINAL IN THE FIRST PLACE AND GIVING US ALL A TEAM 

TO BE PROUD OF!   

 
Oh, and to the right, here’s what the Final programme looked 
like: it was a book, basically. 100 pages. Something to keep – I 

got my copy as soon as I could. After all, you never know when 
our next Final will be!     

 

FIRST BATCH OF QUICKIES: Now one thing struck me at the 

end of last season – Villareal won the Europa League; Lille won the French 
League instead of PSG; Leicester won the FA Cup; Brentford won promotion to the 

Premier League; little Morecambe got promoted too; and in Italy, Atalanta (who?) 

got into the Champions League. Proof that well-run smaller clubs CAN punch above 
their weight & win things. Proof that you don’t need to be a Big Six club to achieve 

some success….. the Euros, of course, saw local lad 
TYRONE MINGS (pictured) do his CV no harm at all 

by starring for England & the mentions of our old 
friends at Yate Town & Chippenham Town on England 

TV commentaries was great publicity for both the 

Bluebells & the Bluebirds, as well as non-league football 
in general – proving that a young lad like Tyrone can 

make his way through non-league football, into the professional game, into the 

Premier League and into an England shirt in a major tournament. Well done Tyrone 
and keep up the good work! 

         

IT'S GOT NOTHING TO DO WITH FOOTBALL!!  Had to smile recently – LBC Radio 

were debating better healthier eating & dieting, eating less junk food, paying more 
tax on salt & sugar, and during the talk show I listened to, among their 

advertisements were for the latest big burger from a well-known burger chain!     

 
SECOND BATCH OF QUICKIES: A surprising fact I only realised during the 

Euros related to the Denmark v Russia tie; despite the 

two countries being only 1,000 miles apart as the crow 
flies, they had only previously played each other ONCE 

before…….And then we had Lionel Messi (pictured 

left) leaving Barcelona one minute in tears and joining 

PSG all smiles the next day, for a wage of around £650k 
a week, which is just eye-wateringly obscene, 

unbelievable and all such other similar adjectives.  You 

can’t blame him, of course – he just happens to be who 
he is and he is in the right place at the right time, plus if 

someone somewhere is willing to pay you that kind of money, then you’re going 
to say “yes please”, aren’t you?  
         FIELD REVIEW - 27  



 

AND ANOTHER THING - 2!! 
 

It does make you wonder, though, about UEFA’s Financial Fair Play Regulations – 
do they even apply to PSG, with the eye-watering wages they are paying the likes 

of Messi, Neymar, Mbappe and we mustn’t forget Sergio Ramos, who arrived from 
Real Madrid earlier this summer!       
 

Maybe one day, though, Messi will look back and think to himself, in Spanish, “I’ve 
had a great career, I’ve enjoyed the Spanish sunshine for most of my life, but El 
Inglés always wanted to know if I would ever have been any good on a Tuesday 
night in January at Stoke. Stoke? Where is that?  Donde es eso??  Does it rain 
there??”      

 
NOW ONE THING DID SURPRISE ME as I looked at the attendances around the 

EFL after the opening day games two weeks ago – bearing in mind that fans will 

not have attended games for 18 months or whatever it was, and you kept reading 
on social media things like “Oh, I can’t wait until I get back to XXXX Stadium again 
to watch my team, to see a crowd singing & chanting again” etc, so I half expected 
to see one or two full houses (or near full houses) at some places, but the truth 

was, generally, it wasn’t like that at all. In fact, some figures I spotted were, IMHO, 
really disappointing, in the circumstances. Let’s remember that, OK, it is peak 
holiday season & we are all getting used to being able to go out & about again, 

with some caution still being used if you go into shops or on buses perhaps, and 
there might even be a few ground restrictions in some places, but let’s just look 

at a few of those gate figures on the 7 August: 

 
Blackburn Rovers 2, Swansea City 1 – Att: 

10,260.   That’s poor, for a famous old club like 
Blackburn and a famous old ground like Ewood 

Park (pictured). Barely 10,000!  I would have 
expected 13,000 at least there. 

 

Bristol City 1, Blackpool 1 – Att:18,729.  
Another poor one!  I would have predicted at 

least 22,000 for that one, or a minimum 20,000, although I heard the lunchtime 

traffic in South Bristol was manic anyway.  On-line programme only too, I see! 
 

Cardiff City 1, Barnsley 1 – Att: 17,431.   Another one where I would have 

predicted, 20,000 minimum!  Big city club & all that….. 
 
Sheffield United 0, Birmingham City 1 – Att: 29,043.  That’s more like it!   
 

Bournemouth 2, WBA 2 – Att: 9,254.  Blimey, I know the ground only holds 
11,000 anyway, but come on Cherries, you’re an ex-Premier League club & you 

can’t even get 10,000 against another ex-PL club? 

 
Mind you, it’s a slightly different story down in League One and League Two: 

 

Bolton Wanderers 3, MK Dons 3 – Att: 16,087 – Brilliant support up at Bolton! 
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AND ANOTHER THING - 3!! 
 

Charlton Athletic 0, Sheffield Wednesday 0 – Att: 17,639.  Excellent!  It still 
sounds like a Championship game to me anyway! 

 

Ipswich Town 2, Morecambe 2 – Att: 21, 037. – Another excellent gate figure 
that puts some of the Championship clubs to shame, especially give the fact that 

Morecambe would only perhaps have taken a couple of hundred at the most to 

Portman Road! 
 

Sunderland 2, Wigan Athletic 1 – Att: 31,549.  Sunderland are, of course, in 

a class of their own crowd-wise in League One, so whatever they get is always 

amazing for that level…..but even so, I thought they might just get a few more 
than a mere 31,000! LOL! 

 

Mansfield Town 2, Bristol Rovers 1 – Att: 6,342.  Double the usual Mansfield 
gate, partly boosted by around 1,400 travelling Rovers fans!  

 

Tranmere Rovers 1, Walsall 0 – Att: 7,728.  An excellent gate for a League 2 

side! 
 

And so on…..but it did make me wonder why some EFL clubs had decent first-day 

gate figures and some didn’t.  Never mind, we move on!            
 

FINAL BATCH OF QUICKIES:  Well, once again, the two Bristol clubs 

exited the League Cup in the very first round, which they have done plenty 

of times before – which makes the memory of City reaching the Semi-Finals 
a few years ago a VERY distant memory now……And oddly enough, I 
watched Points West on TV the following night, just to catch a goal 

or two, but they never mentioned either game whatsoever! Perhaps they 

thought, “Well, both clubs usually go out in the First Round, so it’s hardly 
news, is it?”…….Meanwhile, how many of you 

have looked at the Toolstation League this 

season and wondered who the devil 

BRIDGWATER UNITED are?  What happened to 

Bridgwater Town? It all happened back in March, 
apparently, when BTFC announced on their 

website: “Bridgwater Town FC and Yeovil United FC 
will together, embark on an extraordinary new era for 
football from the start of the 2021/2022 season. 

Following approval from all relevant football 
authorities, the clubs will merge under one unified 
name to represent the town in which they are based. 
The clubs are united for Bridgwater and in turn, will 
be newly branded as Bridgwater United Football 
Club”.  So now you know!  (And so do I!)  

 

        THE FIELD MARSHALL 
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See you all next Saturday here at 

The Theatre of Dreams for the 
visit of PLYMOUTH PARKWAY!!  
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