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Now we are officially into autumn, the clocks have 
gone back & we embark on a very testing month here 
at MUFC. October ended with us losing 2-0 at home 

to Melksham & then 3-0 at Lymington last Saturday, 
which means we are still 2nd from bottom, with only 

Barnstaple below us.    
 
Below is attached the Non-League Paper match 

report, which gets the name of our division completely 
wrong and which is (obviously) written by one of their 

people; I wasn’t there, so I can’t comment on what is 
said about us, but I’m writing this on Monday & I 
wonder if manager RAY JOHNSTON will say something, 

when I get something from him later this week. It is 
history now already, though & we must look ahead to 

what is coming up. 
 
Three home games in a row will see us aiming to get 

all 9 points & I believe we are capable of getting 
something from all of them. PAULTON are in mid-

table, but it is a local derby & anything goes in those 
games, we all know that; BIDEFORD next Saturday 
are just one place above us in the table & when you 

are trying to climb the table as we are, you target the 
side immediately above you first & foremost; they are 

your first target, so I think Bideford is a definite must-
win game without a doubt. Then comes EVESHAM, 
who are improving after a poor start & back-to-back 

wins v Plymouth Parkway & Bideford & they tend to do 
well here, so that could be an awkward one – but 

under the Tuesday night floodlights, games are 
seemingly played at 100mph and again, anything can 

happen.  We certainly need to beat the teams nearest 
to us in the league table & pick up points against 

anyone else as best we can.  Everyone knows that – the manager, the players, 

the staff, everyone out there watching the game; it’s not rocket science, is it? It’s 
called realism!   

 
The final half of November sees us travel to SHOLING & FROME TOWN, two 
promotion-chasing clubs & while they will both start us favourites to win, well, 

football is a funny old game, isn’t it?  We will go there with NOTHING to lose & if 
we can surprise them, then great! After all, hands up who expected Crystal Palace 

to win at Manchester City last weekend?  Can’t see any hands going up out there!                       
 
OK, Remember the cry: COME ON THE FIELD!  Editor    FIELD REVIEW - 2 



 

THE MANAGER’S VIEW 
 

Let me start by welcoming the players, officials, and 
supporters of Paulton Rovers. We hope they enjoy 

their short stay with us this afternoon. 
 
Talking in a positive manner, whilst our last couple 

of results have not gone in our favour, overall, the 
squad is moving in the right direction and is in a 

better shape than what it was at the start of the 
season.  
 

Looking back at our performances, there have only been two or three games in 
which we have been thoroughly outplayed, and in quite a few games, we have 

been the better team for long periods of the games, but a lot of the goals we have 
conceded this season have been self-destructive; so if we can eradicate these 
mistakes and strengthen the team in the attacking areas as we overcome injuries 

and unavailability, then we should, hopefully, start converting performances into 
points.  

 
Unfortunately, we have been the architects of our own downfalls, and we have 
created problems for ourselves, whilst we have competed with our rivals, we have 

gifted far too many goals and not been clinical enough to convert the chances that 
we have been creating. I don’t think it is all doom and gloom, but we do have to 

start picking some points up to stay in contention with the clubs just above us in 
the league, but I am currently on the lookout for some more strike force, so 
hopefully a new face or two will be added to the squad over the next week or two. 

 
We still have a few players unavailable for today's fixture; Joe Beardwell is still 

a few weeks away from full fitness, George Neill is almost up to match fitness, 
Emmanuel Oke and Peter Majek Oduyoye will hopefully be fit for today after 
a period of absence, whist Ben Carter and Liam Towler must sit this one out. 

Also, Archie Thayer, who was on loan from Frome Town, has now returned, but 
I would like to thank Frome Town manager & ex-Mango star Danny Greaves for 

helping us out.  
 
Paulton lost out in a penalty shoot out to Odd Down during the week in the 

Somerset Premier Cup and also lost in cup action last Saturday, beaten 5-1 by 
Larkhall in the FA Trophy, but have beaten Sholing and Bristol Manor Farm, two 

clubs looking for promotion, in recent weeks, so we know we face very tough 
opposition this afternoon. 

 
On Tuesday, we take a short break from lead action as we travel across town to 
Bristol Manor Farm in the Gloucestershire Senior Cup, which, if I am honest, is 

better than a training session. 
 

Hope to see you in the bar after the game! 
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DAVE’S DIARY 
 

GOOD AFTERNOON EVERYONE & WELCOME TO 

COSSHAM STREET for today’s home game against our 
old friends from PAULTON ROVERS. Thank you all for 
your attendance today & for reading this programme 

on-line! Our clubs go back a long way, of course, & 
countless players have played for both our clubs. We’ve 

had many cracking encounters down the years & the 
one that always springs to mind is a 5-4 win for Paulton 
here in the 1990s, when – if memory serves me right 

– we came back from 3-0 down to 3-3; then we went 
5-3 down & pulled another goal back late on, before 

running out of time! Great memories though – so let’s 
hope our young team can pick up some much-needed 
points today. Please give Our Boyz all your support as 

we strive to pick up 3 points, so enjoy the game & COME ON YOU MANGOS! 
 

I was away in south-east Cornwall last week, and we’ve done a late October 
holiday for some 20 years now. In most years, I’ve managed to get to a game 
somewhere – matches at Weymouth, Falmouth, Porthleven & Bideford to name 

just 4 – and yes, I did get to a game last week, but NOT the one I intended to go 
to; I’ll tell you all about the game I DID see in Programme 10 v Bideford. 

 
As I was staying near Saltash, the game I planned to see 
was, of course:  PLYMOUTH ARGYLE YOUTH v 

MANGOTSFIELD UNITED YOUTH! A no-brainer! Our 
cottage was maybe just 12 miles from Home Park, but I 

never made it to the ground! With my grandson Frankie, I 
left our cottage at 5.45pm with plenty of time to get to 
Home Park in time for the 7pm kick-off, but huge traffic 

queues to get over the Tamar Bridge began at Saltash 
Services, about a mile up the hill from the Bridge. That was 6.05pm. Rush hour 

traffic? Was it like this every night?  Heck, and there was me thinking Bristol 
traffic was bad enough.  By 6.25pm, I had moved maybe 150 yards & I could see 

the traffic on the Bridge. Nothing moving on there either! “We’re not going to get 
there for the kick-off, Frankie” – and that was an under-statement! 
 

FOUR blue-light ambulances shot through, so clearly, we knew something was up 
somewhere, but where? By 7pm, we were through the Saltash tunnel, but we still 

hadn’t crossed the Bridge, so it was all about making the 2nd half by now.  Finally, 
at 7.25pm, we were over the Bridge, but the traffic was still manic & going 
nowhere fast – there was a major accident nearby somewhere, (which could have 

been life-changing for those involved, making football almost irrelevant) but all 
the traffic was then coming off at the first junction (St Budeaux) & the rest of the 

A38 was CLOSED!!  Oh, sugar, I thought!  Sat Nav time then, and it is now 7.50 
pm and half time at Home Park. Unfortunately, the Sat Nav took me on a grand 
tour of central Plymouth, with no hint of Home Park whatsoever & at 8.20pm, I 

simply gave up, promised Frankie we’d see another game instead & headed back 
to base!  More on that next time. I was sorry our lads lost 2-1 at Argyle, but I’ll 

always remember trying to get there!          Dave Smale   FIELD REVIEW - 4         



 

WELCOME TO PAULTON ROVERS!!   

    

 

PAULTON ROVERS CLUB HISTORY 
 
Paulton Rovers were formed in 1890 by the village’s vicar and a local businessman.  

 
The club joined the Western League in 1900 and the best-ever position was 

runners up in 2003/4, securing promotion to 
the Southern League. They won the Somerset 
Senior Cup on twelve occasions, and the 

Somerset Senior League seven times, the last 
being in 1974, when they were re-admitted to 

the Western League after an absence of 
fourteen years. 
 

Their best attendance of 2,070 (deemed 
maximum capacity) was on 7 November 2009 

reaching the FA Cup 1st Round for the first time. 
The match v Norwich City, was shown live on 
ITV1 and in over 30 other countries as well. See 

programme left. 
 

Prior to then, a crowd believed estimated at 
over 2,000, saw them take on Crewe Alexandra 
in the FA Cup 5th qualifying round in 1906.  

 
After playing at several venues in the village, 

Rovers moved to Winterfield Road in 1954.    FIELD REVIEW - 5 



 

In 1967, an old RAF hut served as the club house with a licenced bar. Soon plans 
were drawn up, via a mortgage, to build bigger premises including a skittle alley. 

The pitch was turned 90 degrees, so the club house is built on one of the penalty 
areas. The social club is now the premier venue for many social occasions within 

the rapidly expanding local community. 
 
A new changing room block was built behind the main stand in 1972, and the Club 

was further extended. On promotion to the Southern League, the premises and 
stadium have been improved with the addition of another stand and covered 

terracing; training facilities also include an all-weather floodlit court used by the 
Paulton Rovers FC netball teams. 
 

It was under the management team of Darren Perrin and Mike Kilgour that, Rovers 
secured promotion to the Southern League. Rovers finished just outside the play-

offs in the following season and Darren left for Premier Division club, Chippenham 
Town. 

 

In July 2005, Andy Jones stepped up from Reserve 
Manager to First Team manager. In 2006/7, the club 

finished runners up in Division 1 South & West Division 
and narrowly missed out on the play offs the following 

year. His successful 5-year tenure at Paulton was 
highlighted by reaching the 1st round of the FA Cup.  
 

“Joner’s” decided to move on in 2010 and former club 
captain, Mark Harrington took charge, but he stood 

down after just one season to be replaced by former 
player, Nick Bunyard. Paul Milsom was assistant to all 3 

managers during this time. However, the season ended with Rovers winning the 

Somerset Premier Cup for the first time with a 3-1 win over Bridgwater Town.  
 

After losing out in the play off the previous year in 2013/14, Rovers finished in 4th 
spot and defeated Tiverton Town 3-1 in the semi-final when down to 9 men; 
“Bunny’s” men defied the odds to win the Play off Final at Merthyr Town in front 

of a crowd of 2,201 and thus gain promotion to Step 3 for the first time in their 
history. 

 
2014/15 finished a more creditable 10th place in the Premier Division, but during 
the close season, Bunyard resigned for personal reasons and the club appointed 

Richard Fey as manager from Bridgwater Town, but after a disappointing start, he 
resigned and former Bath City boss Tony Ricketts took charge at the end of 

October. Unfortunately, the club finished bottom of the division and were 
relegated back to Division 1 South and West. 
 

Despite stabilising things Ricketts left at the end of 2016/17 and former Rovers 
keeper John Rendell was appointed bringing former player Paul Tovey as his 

assistant. The club has had some mixed fortunes of late, winning 2-0 at high-
flying Sholing, but then losing 5-1 at home to Larkhall Athletic!   
 

No pen pictures of the Paulton squad were available at the time this programme 
was completed on Thursday evening.      FIELD REVIEW - 6 



 

WHAT THE PAPERS SAY 
 

Now, oddly enough, three managers all said much the same thing in the Metro on 
18 October 2021: 

 
 “IF YOU DON’T WIN IN 7 OR 8 
GAMES IN THE PREMIER LEAGUE, 

YOU COME UNDER PRESSURE. THIS 
IS THE PREMIER LEAGUE! I WILL 

CARRY ON THE BEST I CAN UNTIL I 
AM TOLD OTHERWISE”.  Newcastle 
boss Steve Bruce, (pictured), after 

the 3-2 home defeat v Tottenham, 
watched by the club’s new owners. 

 
“I CANNOT TRY ANY HARDER THAN 
I AM DOING AND I WILL BE DOING 

IT UNTIL SOMEONE TELLS ME DIFFERENT”. Cardiff boss Mick McCarthy, after the 
3-0 defeat at Swansea, their 6th defeat in a row. 

 
“I’LL KEEP ON DOING WHAT I CAN, BUT IT IS DOWN TO THE POWERS-THAT-BE”. 
Newport County caretaker boss Wayne Hatswell, after the 2-2 draw at Exeter, his 

third game without defeat as caretaker manager. 
 

OK, the 3rd one is a slightly different scenario to the first two, for sure, and by the 
time you read this, the future of all 3 will surely have been decided, one way or 
another (Steve Bruce went just 2 days later) – but if you think about it, I could 

easily trawl through the match reports every Sunday or Monday morning & I 
guarantee that there will at least be one manager – somewhere – saying, “I’ll 

carry on until I’m told otherwise”. It is just the nature of the game, I guess!  I 
wonder who will be saying it this weekend??  
 

Staying with Steve Bruce: 
 

“WHEN MANAGERS GET THESE BIG PAY-OFFS FOR FAILING AT THEIR JOB, I FEEL 
LIKE IT IS WRONG, BUT WITH STEVE BRUCE, FOR THE FLAK AND THE S*** HE 
HAS TAKEN FROM ALL THE FANS, WHEN HE IS JUST PROTECTING MIKE ASHLEY, 

HE DESERVES A BIG PAY-OFF FOR WHAT HE HAS DONE FOR THAT CLUB”.  The 
words of Paul Scholes, ex-Man Utd & England player, as stated in the Metro on 22 

October 2021. 
 

Well, I did read the article where Steve Bruce explained how all the insults from 
Newcastle fans had got to him, affected his family & so on; he explained how his 
wife Jan had been an absolute rock for him and how he would probably walk away 

from management after this experience as well, being nearly 60 – and ok, no one 
should be expected to suffer “in the workplace” like that, although being a football 

manager, well, you are always going to get some kind of criticism, it goes with 
the territory, being a public figure …….but a walk-away pay-off of EIGHT 
MILLION QUID is probably what upsets the fans more than anything, because 

that is one heck of a chunk of money to be paid off with! 
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THAT WAS THE MONTH THAT WAS! 
 

Now we used to run these articles some years ago in the FIELD REVIEW, but we 
haven’t done them for a while, so let me be lazy on this occasion and reproduce 

one that we did “back in the day”……. and if anyone pipes up and says, “Hang on, 
I read this in the programme v XXXXXXXX back in 19XX or 20XX”, then you clearly 
deserve a prize and a medal, but sadly, none are on offer today, or any other day!          

 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 
Time now for a nostalgic look back at a particular month in recent or not-so-recent 
years & see how we fared in that period. Today we look at life in the Screwfix 

Direct League back in NOVEMBER 1997. 
 

MUFC RESULTS IN NOVEMBER 1997 
 
01-11-97          TORRINGTON 1, MANGOTSFIELD UNITED 3 SDL 

04-11-97          BACKWELL UNITED 3, MANGOTSFIELD UNITED 2 SDL 
18-11-97          ODD DOWN ATHLETIC 0, MANGOTSFIELD UTD 3 SPC 

22-11-97          TIVERTON TOWN 5, MANGOTSFIELD UNITED 1 FAV R2   
 
THE 1997-1998 SEASON OVERALL 

 
This was a disappointing season for MUFC, but it was also to prove to be a season 

of transition, as the Club elected to change its priorities.  Following 2 campaigns 
of “cheque book” football, during which we kept finishing 3rd behind Taunton & 
Tiverton, manager TERRY ROWLES was forced to build a squad within a much 

lower financial budget with a view to bringing success to Cossham St, but despite 
a good start to the season, it just didn’t happen.  Poor attendances were also partly 

to blame.   
 
In February 1998, with the Club still 

looking to re-direct its finances towards 
ground improvements instead, TERRY 
ROWLES stood down & was replaced by 

NICK TANNER (pictured sitting in the 

Cossham Street grandstand).  The Club 
were in mid-table going nowhere, (the 

Big Two were so far ahead of us, you 
needed binoculars) & NICK TANNER 

spent the rest of the term assessing his squad in the hope of doing better in 1998-

1999.     
 

THE GAMES IN QUESTION 
 

November 1997 proved to be a very difficult month for the Club financially.  For 
various reasons, we hadn’t played at home since 18 October & we ended up not 
playing at home again until we met Bideford* on 20 December!   
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Two months without a home game didn’t help the Club’s finances at all, & as this 
was the season when we drastically cut our playing budget anyway, a 2-month 

gap without any income at all through the gate was just about the last thing our 
Club needed at that time. 

 
(* In researching this page, I found that I wrote a FOUR page “Dave’s Diary” 
(what a punishment for those who bought the programme!) in that Bideford issue, 

as there was much to reflect on at the time – such as falling gates in general & 
why Tiverton & Taunton continuously (& annoyingly) stayed put in the SDL in those 

days when they were more dominant than ever.  They were killing the Screwfix 
League by making it less competitive for everyone else because you realised at 
the start of each season that you were just there to play for 3rd spot all the time. 

Tiverton eventually did go up & in the end, of course, in 1999-2000, we actually 
went up before Taunton did!)  

 
Back to November 1997.  Budget cuts meant we 
tracked a fairly young side in those days & we were 

inconsistent.   Just 49 paying fans saw us win 3-1 at 
lowly TORRINGTON, thanks to goals by TONY 

BENNETT, MIKE BROOKS & MARK BROWN, but 3 days 
on, our inconsistencies saw us crash 3-2 at 

BACKWELL UNITED, after being 2-0 up! MARK 
BROWN (13) & TONY BENNETT (36) put us ahead, but 
Backwell set the Recreation Ground alight in the 2nd 

half with an inspired display as we back-pedalled.  My 
notes didn’t record who got the 1st goal for The Stags 

(yes, I’d forgotten that Backwell were The Stags!), but I do know that ex-MUFC 
reserve striker MIKE BRANCH levelled the scores on 69 minutes & then grabbed 
the winner with 4 minutes to go.  Thanks, Mike!   

 
Our line up at Backwell was:  DARREN ROWE, (I’d forgotten about him in all 

honesty!), WAYNE MORRIS, PAUL CICHY, DYLAN DALE, SCOTT HENDY, DANNY 
BYRNE, RALPH HUSBAND, MIKE BROOKS, ANDY PERRETT, MARK 
BROWN & TONY BENNETT.  Subs who came on: BRETT GREADY 

& PAUL TERRY. (Is he the Paul Terry who later played for Yeovil 
Town?)   

 
MARK BROWN (2) & ANDY PERRETT were 
the goal scorers in a comfortable 3-0 win at 

ODD DOWN in the LPC & rampant 
TIVERTON TOWN stuck 5 past us in the FA Vase (gate 552!), 

with BRETT GREADY netting for us.  Despite the score line, we 
put up a decent show at Ladysmead & were by no means 
disgraced.     More from “TWTMTW” again soon.  DAVE SMALE 

 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Hard to imagine that all of the above was some 24 years ago – some of it seems 
quite fresh still, especially the players’ names! For instance, I looked up Dylan Dale 
at random – definitely found the right one, as some of his Facebook friends were 

other ex-Mangos, such as Tony Bennett, Jon French & Matt Rawlins!  
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NOTES FOR YOUR DIARY 
 
Well, there is only one more cup we can try and win this season and that is the 
Gloucestershire FA Senior Challenge Cup and that is coming up on this coming 

Tuesday evening, 9 November 2021 at The Creek: 
 

BRISTOL MANOR FARM v MANGOTSFIELD UNITED      
 
County Cups are often thought of as being well down the 
pecking order, but it is still a trophy to be won by someone, 

so why not us?  I’ve always thought that, in lower key cup 
competitions, if you can get through the early rounds to the 

semi-finals, then you HAVE to go for it anyway – it is there, 
waiting to be won!  MUFC has won this cup 3 times in the 
last 20 years and who could possibly forget the euphoria of 

2002-2003 when we beat BRISTOL ROVERS in the semi-
final and then BRISTOL CITY in the Final, making us 

unofficial “Champions of Bristol”?? Happy days indeed & let’s dream a little more 
of such glories as we take to the field against the Farm this coming Tuesday 
evening – Come on You Mangos, players would rather play than train, so let us at 

least take our interest in this cup into the New Year…..              

 

MANGOTSFIELD UNITED FOOTBALL CLUB are grateful to Gary Hillard of 

the local family-run business Doug Hillard Sports for DONATING our 

FIRST TEAM KIT for this season.  

 

Located just 2½ miles away at 647 Fishponds Road, this Sports shop 

supplies our Club Shop with much of our stock. 

 

THANK YOU!! 
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MUSC (2009) NEWS UPDATE 

With Shaun Lecrass 
 

It is with great sadness that we must inform you 
that, following the lack of support at our event 

two weeks ago, the Supporters Club as it is, will 
no longer be continuing.  

 
The event was organised to raise funds for the Football 
Club and, ultimately, the players’ playing budget, but 

with not one single player attending and only eight 
of our regular supporters attending the event, we 

ended up making a financial loss.  
 

The few of us on the Supporters Club work hard to raise what funds we can, and 

tens of thousands have been raised over the last ten years, and I personally 
cannot commit the time and effort anymore, if the players and Board of the Club 

cannot support us.  
 

I would like to wholeheartedly thank all those that did attend and from feedback 

I have had, I am sure a good evening was had by all those who attended.  
 

Now I am sure you will all have your different excuses why you were unable to 

attend, but events like these don’t happen every week and the event was 
advertised some three months ago, so asking you to help us on one night out of 
365 days is not unreasonable in my eyes, but I do understand that there are 

genuine reasons why some people were unable to attend.  
 

Whilst I agree with lots of comments I hear within the Clubhouse and on social 
media regarding the Football Club needing a financial income stream, this is 
exactly why we were holding the event, as unfortunately, there do not seem to 

any Millionaires, or a magical money tree planted in Cossham Street, so we have 
to support the club as best we can.  

 
I have said it many times, it is not just financial help that the Club needs; we have 
a small and very loyal group of volunteers who work tirelessly to maintain the 

ground wherever they possibly can, which saves the club having to pay for 
gardeners to cut back hedges, sweep the falling leaves and litter in the car park 

and ground for example; electricians to change lightbulbs for instance, match-day 
assistants, car parking, turnstiles, hospitality, selling Golden Goal and raffle tickets 
etc, but unfortunately, all you seem to hear is that it’s about time we had a new 

Board of Directors or a Committee, as we need new ideas and new financial 
streams; well, who is going to be on said Committee???? We haven't got enough 

bodies or volunteers as it is!!!  
 

I understand people are busy nowadays, but please don’t complain about what is 
or isn't going on at the Club if you are not prepared to put yourself out to support 

the Club.         FIELD REVIEW - 12 



 

With everything said, the 50 club will continue until the end of the season and the 
November draw will take place after today's game, so thank you to all that do 

support this fundraiser and thank you to everyone who has helped in the past with 
the Supporters Club.  

 
Shaun Lecrass 
 

EDITOR’S COMMENTS: Hard-hitting comments there from Shaun, which I can 
identify with. Since Bob & I began following the Field in 1987, there has always 

been an urgent need for volunteers to do this or that, & sadly, many stalwarts at 
the Club who did various jobs have either stopped coming or 
have passed away; & getting new (younger) blood on board 

has always been hard.  The Club has ALWAYS had an image 
of being a Club with, shall we say, mostly “older” supporters 

or followers or volunteers & now I’m one of them too. 
 
As for attending club functions, or not attending, as in the 

case of the Victoria gig on 23 October, well, as Shaun says, 
everyone will have their own reasons for 

not attending these events. We all have 
our own domestic situations for a start. 

Most fans go to a game – home games 
mainly – they watch the match and then they go home. That is 
football in general.  I used to watch most of our away games, 

but then I stopped doing that maybe 7 or 8 years ago & started 
going to local games instead when we were away, simply 

because travelling to watch a game 100 miles or more away simply wiped out my 
entire Saturday every other week & I realised I couldn’t keep doing that any more, 
within my own domestic situation.  

     
To an extent, Covid hasn’t also helped either.  It has changed many people’s way 

of doing things. I’m part of my old senior school’s Facebook group (Merrywood 
Grammar School in Knowle West, which closed in the 1990s) & I’m also Editor of 
the school’s monthly newsletter, but we have tried these past few months to 

arrange coach trips to Weymouth (in August) & to Worcester’s Christmas Market 
next month, but lack of numbers meant both trips never really had a chance of 

happening. You can’t pay £500 for a coach if you only have 12 people willing to 
go, so again, we’ve cancelled these events due to lack of support. How do we 
change that mindset?  I’ve no idea, but you just keep trying, I guess……so I do 

get why Shaun has wound up MUSC 2009. We just don’t have enough people at 
the Club willing to volunteer to do things for MUFC or to support pre-arranged 

events. I for one have even taken annual leave from work just to write the 
programme, but you readers out there won’t know that, come match day. 
Volunteering to help MUFC comes in many forms, you see.   

 
It is not rocket science to know that MUFC – as a whole – has been in decline for 

some 5 or 6 years now, perhaps more.  We have been fire-fighting both on & off 
the pitch for some years already, but so have many other clubs too. In late 2021, 
we are where we are and we must get on with things on & off the pitch as best 

we can.  Meanwhile, If someone out there has any solutions to all of our concerns, 
then we’d love to hear from you!   Dave Smale (Editor)      FIELD REVIEW - 13       
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PLAYER PROFILE – LIAM TOWLER 
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MANGOTSFIELD UNITED FC FIXTURES 
 
DATES-FIXTURES-RESULTS-ATTENDANCES-SCORERS – SEASON 2021-2022 

 

THE PITCHING IN SOUTHERN LEAGUE DIVISION ONE SOUTH (PISL1S)  

 

14/08 SHOLING   PISL1S Home  0-2 126 

17/08 Evesham United   PISL1S Away  1-2 280 Own goal 

21/08 TAVISTOCK   FACPR Home  3-0 200 Nderemani 2, Towler 

28/08 PLYMOUTH PARKWAY PISL1S Home  0-6 147 

30/08 Bristol Manor Farm  PISL1S Away  0-2 311 

04/09 Frome Town   FAC1Q Away  0-1 392 

11/09 LARKHALL ATHLETIC PISL1S Home   1-4 222 Humphries 

18/09 Willand Rovers   PISL1S Away  1-1 095 Nderemani  

25/09 Highworth Town   PISL1S Away  0-2 143 

28/09 AFC TOTTON   PISL1S Home  0-5 103 

02/10 CINDERFORD TOWN  PISL1S Home  3-1 101 AF, WN, OH                                                                                                                         

05/10 MELKSHAM TOWN  LCR1 Home  0-6 093   

09/10 Willand Rovers   BFT2Q Away  1-2 138 Cattermole 

23/10 MELKSHAM TOWN  PISL1S Home  0-2 200 

30/10 Lymington Town   PISL1S Away  0-3 098 

06/11 PAULTON ROVERS  PISL1S Home -  

09/11 Bristol Manor Farm  GFAT Away   

13/11 BIDEFORD   PISL1S Home 

16/11 EVESHAM UNITED  PISL1S Home 

20/11 Sholing    PISL1S Away 

27/11 Frome Town   PISL1S Away 

04/12 BARNSTAPLE TOWN  PISL1S Home 

11/12 Cirencester Town   PISL1S Away 

18/12 WINCHESTER CITY  PISL1S Home 

27/12 BRISTOL MANOR FARM PISL1S Home 

01/01 Slimbridge   PISL1S Away 

08/01 HIGHWORTH TOWN  PISL1S Home 

15/01 Larkhall Athletic   PISL1S Away 

22/01 WILLAND ROVERS  PISL1S Home 

29/01  AFC Totton   PISL1S Away 

05/02 Cinderford Town   PISL1S Away 

12/02 

19/02 Melksham Town   PISL1S Away 

26/02 LYMINGTON TOWN  PISL1S Home 

05/03 Barnstaple Town   PISL1S Away 

12/03 

19/03 FROME TOWN   PISL1S Home 

26/03 Winchester City   PISL1S Away 

02/04 CIRENCESTER TOWN  PISL1S Home 

09/04 Paulton Rovers   PISL1S Away 

16/04 Plymouth Parkway  PISL1S Away 

18/04 SLIMBRIDGE   PISL1S Home 

23/04 Bideford    PISL1S Away 

27/04     Play-Off Semi-Final 

30/04     Championship Matches 

02/05     Play-Off Final 

          

Key: AF – Andre Freckleton, OH – Owen Humphries, WN – Wayne Nderemani  
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MUFC YOUTH TEAM NEWS 
          

South West Counties Youth League 
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Western Counties Floodlight Youth League 

 

 

 

 

 

League table up to and including 31 October 2021 
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COMING SOON TO COSSHAM STREET……… 

 

SATURDAY 13 NOVEMBER 2O21 AT 3.00PM 

 
PITCHING IN SOUTHERN LEAGUE DIV ONE SOUTH  
 

MANGOTSFIELD UNITED v BIDEFORD AFC 
 

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
 
TUESDAY 16 NOVEMBER 2021 AT 7.45PM 

 
PITCHING IN SOUTHERN LEAGUE DIVISION ONE SOUTH 

 
MANGOTSFIELD UNITED v EVESHAM UNITED 
 

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++  
 

SATURDAY 4 DECEMBER 2021 AT 3.00PM 
 
PITCHING IN SOUTHERN LEAGUE DIV ONE SOUTH  

 
MANGOTSFIELD UNITED v BARNSTAPLE TOWN  
 
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
 

COSSHAM CHATTER…….COSSHAM CHATTER 
 

Gloucestershire FA Senior Challenge Cup draw: 
  
The draws for the first two rounds of the matches of the GFA Senior Challenge Cup have been made. 
  
Round 1 is scheduled to be played on dates on or before 31 October 2021.   
  
               Match 1 – Bristol Rovers Development v Forest Green Rovers Reserves/U23 
               Match 2 – Yate Town v Cheltenham Town Reserves 
               Match 3 – Cinderford Town v Bristol City U23 
  
All other teams that qualify for this competition have received a bye to the Quarter Final which is 
scheduled to be completed by 31 December 2021. 
  
               Match 4 – Bristol Manor Farm v MANGOTSFIELD UNITED – TUESDAY 9 NOVEMBER!! 
               Match 5 – Winner of Match 1 v Winner of Match 2 
               Match 6 – Slimbridge v Gloucester City 
               Match 7 – Cirencester Town v Winner of Match 3 
  

The Semi Final draw will be made on the completion of these matches.   FIELD REVIEW - 20 
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NLP Programme column - By Matthew Badcock 
  
ONE OF my football bugbears centres around the FA Cup. More specifically, about 

The Magic of the Cup (TM). 
  

In January, the Premier League and Championship clubs 
will enter at the Third Round proper stage and The Magic 
of the Cup (TM), will be raised. When did it go? Where did 

it go? Why has it gone? Remember when the FA Cup used 
to have magic? There will be lower league clubs who do 

well, held up as the poster boys with lines such as…”think 
the FA Cup has lost its magic, tell that to (insert club 
here)…” 

 
But, from what I see every season, there is plenty of the 

sparkling dust flying around and there always has been.  
 
We’ve seen it recently, with a brilliant Fourth Qualifying Draw — the follow-up 

reaction could have filled the whole paper itself last week. 
 

While a lot of the national attention won’t turn to the competition until the First 
Round Proper, here in Non-League, we all know that the REAL romance has been 
burning bright since the start of August. 

 
Shocks have been served up, record cup runs achieved, big Non-League names 

have fallen and dreams are still alive. 
 
In the case of Kettering Town, records have been reclaimed. The Poppies are back 

on top of the competition’s goal charts following the other week’s 2-0 win over 
Leamington. That made it 901 FA Cup goals throughout their history and inched 

them back in front of Premier League Tottenham Hotspur. 
 
Poppies boss Paul Cox knows a thing or two about the romance of the FA Cup — 

he had the trophy at his wedding just a few days before his Mansfield side played 
Liverpool, then featuring a striker called Luis Suarez. Wonder what happened to 

him! 
 

Of course, Marine played Spurs in last year’s Third Round Proper. Residents 
fortunate enough to have gardens that back onto the Marine Travel Arena were 
able to peer over their fences to get a glimpse of Jose Mourinho’s side. They were 

the lucky ones, with the game played behind closed doors because of the Covid-
19 situation at the time. 
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Not that Neil Young’s side are settling for one run. They upset Step 3 Atherton 
Collieries in their replay to set-up a home date with National League big-spenders 

Wrexham. The Mariners’ crowds are booming – I spoke to manager Neil Young 
last week and he explained the place is booming, with last year’s FA Cup run a big 

catalyst. It catapulted the club into the living rooms of people — and seems to 
have inspired many to get along to a game.  
 

Creating memories and lasting legacy is what the FA Cup is all about.  
 

The recent Fourth Qualifying Round had all the feel of those 
magical First Round occasions. Bromsgrove Sporting hosted 
National League leaders Grimsby Town. Chertsey Town off 

to the club Grimsby dropped out of the EFL with, Southend 
United. 

 
Marske United hosted a north-east derby with Gateshead. 
Pontefract Collieries met high-flying FC Halifax Town. 

Former League side Kidderminster Harriers took a trip to 
Step 4 Bedfont Sports, while Stamford headed off to Stockport County. 

 
There were plenty of other intriguing ties across the country, with the First Round 

Proper at stake and the entry of some of the most famous names in English 
football, like Sheffield Wednesday, Sunderland, Portsmouth and Ipswich Town. 
  

No doubt in the coming months, we will see top-flight managers using the FA Cup 
to rotate their squads and complain about the number of matches they have to 

play. It’s the same every year. 
 
But, just as it is each season, the FA Cup will STILL produce some lifelong 

memories. And that’s pretty magical in my book. 
 

 
There’s no greater buzz among Non-League supporters than experiencing the 

magic of the FA Cup. 
 

That thrill of seeing your hometown club pitched against the elite in the world’s 
greatest cup competition. There’s simply nothing like it. 
 

Sadly, though, the FA Cup gods can’t shine down on everyone and it takes a 
sprinkling of dust from Lady Luck herself at times in order to keep the dream alive. 
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Take Horsham FC for example. After celebrating a famous win over Woking – two 
levels their superior – in the Fourth Qualifying Round the other week, Hornets fans 

would be have forgiven for getting carried away while glued to the televised First-
Round draw on Sunday lunchtime. 

 
Their reward…a trip to Carlisle United this weekend– a round trip of 682 miles for 
a game which wouldn’t really over-excite the TV companies ready to potentially 

place them in the nation’s spotlight. 
 

Understandably, the Hornets would have looked on in awe at fellow Isthmian 
Leaguers AFC Sudbury, whose reward for becoming the first team to beat National 
League South leaders Dartford this season, was a mouth-watering home clash 

against League Two neighbours Colchester United – a tie which will almost 
certainly whet the appetite of those either side of the Suffolk/Essex border. My 

message to Horsham, however, is fear not. The magic of the FA Cup has not 
passed you by just yet. 
 

As local sports editor, I remember covering Farnborough Town’s path to the fourth 
Round of the Cup back in 2002-03. After a handsome first-round victory over 

Harrogate, the town was filled with anticipation until they were handed a rather 
underwhelming trip to Southport in Round two. 

 
Still, the run went on, however, as Boro came through 3-0 against the 10-man 
Sandgrounders to book their place in the Third Round for the first time in the 

club’s history. 
 

Premier League and Championship big guns lay in 
wait, but Farnborough’s reward was a depressing 
540-mile round trip to League Two Darlington in the 

snow! Talk about a damp squib! 
 

Incredibly, Graham Westley’s side came through 
that too, winning 3-2 in arctic conditions to make 
the hat for round four. Third time lucky, Premier 

League champions Arsenal were their just rewards 
and despite a 5-1 defeat to Arsene Wenger’s star-

studded Gunners side in a tie eventually switched 
to Highbury, the club enjoyed their finest hour – a 
day that could never be taken away from a support 

base starved of success for so long. 
 

The same could also be said for Lincoln City. Non-
League football’s best ever FA Cup run to the last 

eight in 2016-17 saw the National League Imps come through low-profile trips to 

Championship duo Ipswich Town and Brighton & Hove Albion to take their place 
in the Fifth Round. 

 
Again, the giants of English football lay in wait, but Lincoln were instead paired 
with a trip to Burnley where their run was expected to end with a whimper and 

without the fanfare it thoroughly deserved. 
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Not so, as Sean Raggett’s 89th-minute header earned Danny Cowley’s side the 
most famous win in their history and an eventual quarter-final clash with Arsenal 

at the Emirates. The rest, as they say, is history, as far as Lincoln are concerned. 
 

You see, Horsham may well be cursing their luck right now, heading north to 
Carlisle and wondering if the FA Cup gods will ever shine on their plush new 
Camping World Community Stadium in West Sussex. Hope, though, as 

Farnborough and Lincoln proved, is still on the horizon, but there’s still time for 
the magic of the Cup to be conjured – and Carlisle away is winnable.  

 
As Del Boy would say in Only Fools and Horses: “He who dares, wins!” 
   

Anonymous writer 
 

PHOTOCALL – EARLY SEASON ACTION v 
SHOLING ON 14 AUGUST 2021:  

 

 
Photos by David Smale      FIELD REVIEW - 25  



 

AND ANOTHER THING - 1!! 

 

FIRST BATCH OF QUICKIES:  Now is it REALLY true that Bristol Rovers were 
charging TWENTY POUNDS (!) admission to the recent EFL Trophy game v Chelsea 

U-21s – the kind of game which should have been a tenner at the most…..or were 
the prices high, simply because it was 
“Chelsea”……. Hhhmmm….. 

Meanwhile, fair play to radio 
reporter & broadcaster Tony 

Incenzo, who has now completed his 
vast QPR programme collection, 
dating back to WW2, as shown in the 

photo on the left…..but I’ll bet that 
Tony’s not a fan of on-line matchday 

programmes at all….. Great gesture 
by Brislington FC as per this recent 
twitter message: “We have 20 free 

coach places left for our game on 
Saturday at Exmouth Town FC, 

leaving the club at 10.30. If this is 
your first time supporting local 
football, then make yourself known to 

us and we will pay your entry fee into 
the ground! Hashtag 

Supportlocalfootball#freedayout 
 
SECOND BATCH OF QUICKIES: The 

Bristol City home hoodoo really was bizarre, isn’t it? Up to the Bournemouth 
game on 16 October, City hadn’t won at home in 16 (!) attempts, a Championship 

record apparently, which goes back to January! It was never likely to end against 
ex-PL side Bournemouth either, with City enjoying just 27% possession – at home 
– with the midfield completely over-run.  Most fans agreed with boss Nigel Pearson 

– “We were totally outplayed……the best side we have played all season…..their 
PL quality shone through……” etc.  Then it became 17 winless games with that 

madcap Forest defeat, before City finally ended the drought v Barnsley last week.       
 
Meanwhile, I see recently that UEFA has now launched the bidding process 

to host the 2020 European Championships. Not surprisingly, England ALREADY 
meets all of the stadium criteria required. Other countries will apply as well, of 

course & this includes a likely 4-nation Balkans bid.  A final decision will be made 
in 2 years’ time. Don’t hold your breath, they will find some excuse to block our 

bid, won’t they? – such as our 1-game ban & fine following all the trouble at the 
Euros Final last summer......And they’re not the only ones by any means, but 
you recently had Paul Pogba & Raphael Varane flying back to Manchester on a 

private jet after France’s Nations League win in Milan. Millionaire footballers 
playing for billionaire clubs is nothing new of course, they all do it & private jets 

have hogged the skies for years, but with all the environmentalists around these 
days, climate change etc is always in the news, you would think that private jet 
travel might just be reduced a little here & there? Couldn’t Pogba & Varane have 

returned on a scheduled flight the first thing next morning?   FIELD REVIEW - 26 



 

 AND ANOTHER THING - 2!! 
 

THIRD BATCH OF QUICKIES: The world’s most anticipated managerial 
departure then finally happened, with Steve Bruce finally exiting Newcastle; 

personally, I thought he deserved better than the treatment he was given from a 
load of fans who have a high opinion of themselves and where they THINK their 
club should be. I’m afraid regular 52,000 crowds on Tyneside mean nothing when 

a good season for your side just means actually finishing in the top half of the 
table….. Meanwhile, the managerial skills 

of Ole Gunnar Solskjaer is debated 
regularly/daily in the media, after each iffy 
Man Utd performance, with Ronaldo’s goals 

merely papering over the cracks – but it 
cannot be easy for OGS (or any other United 

manager in recent years) when you have Sir 
Alex Ferguson (pictured) watching all the 
time, make comments in the media here and 

there, with the cameras zooming in on him 
constantly when United are on TV.  Ok, United 

are global status when it comes to media 
profile, we know that and Sir Alex is more than 
entitled to watch all United matches, given his 

past success there, but it’s no wonder OGS is 
under pressure all the time, when the club’s greatest ever former manager is 

watching from the sidelines all the time, is part of the sharp end of club officialdom 
at United & making occasional comments about team selection, results etc!    
 

IT’S GOT NOTHING TO DO WITH 

FOOTBALL!! A recent news report stated, 
“The team behind Dua Lipa & Lana Del Rey will 

choose the UK's entrant for the 2022 Eurovision 

Song Contest. Tap Management, which also 
looks after Ellie Goulding & Hailee Steinfeld, will 

take over the selection after the UK came last in this year's contest. James 
Newman failed to score a single point with his song, Embers, extending an 
embarrassing run of failures at the contest. No UK entrant has made the top 10 

since Jade Ewen in 2009”.   
 

Now let’s be honest here – you could have the world’s greatest management 
company managing a UK band full of all our top UK music stars – who are popular 
across the globe – but at the end of the day, none of them will ever get to grips 

with the REAL reason why our UK entries flop year after year – it’s called 
POLITICAL VOTING!   

 
AND FINALLY: Good luck to our neighbours YATE TOWN as they take on Yeovil 

Town in Round 1 of the FA Cup, a huge day for them, and it’s not often that you 
have matches where both sides’ names begin with Y either – and with Man City 
flopping last week & Harry Kane out of sorts at Tottenham, you all know what is 

coming in January. What they both need is – each other!  THE FIELD MARSHALL    
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See you all on Saturday 13 November, here 

at The Theatre of Dreams, for the visit of the 
North Devon Robins from BIDEFORD! 

 
 

        V                     
 
 

Please note that the FIELD REVIEW v BIDEFORD on Saturday 13 

November will also incorporate the FIELD REVIEW v EVESHAM UNITED on 
Tuesday 16 November, so it will be a double on-line programme covering 

both games!    
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   


