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Well, it was another home defeat last weekend 
against PAULTON ROVERS, but the signing of KYE 
SIMPSON (or rather, the re-signing) has already 

gone a long way to addressing some concerns about 
our lack of goal-scoring prowess, with KYE getting 

both our goals in our 4-2 loss.  We knew that by 
tracking a very young side this season, that points 
were going to be hard to come by, especially seeing 

as our playing budget for the squad is relatively low, 
compared to most clubs – but the signing of a quality striker like KYE SIMPSON 

shows that we are trying all we 
can to stay in this division. Ours 
is still a very young side, but we 

are learning all the time; each 
game gives our lads a little bit 

more experience and know-how 
at this level & we are slowly 
getting to grips with it all.    

 
Kye, of course, has bags of 

experience at this level, including 
spells at MUFC & Evesham United 
& joined us recently from 

Chipping Sodbury Town. His two 
goals last weekend certainly 

gives us hope for the future.  
 
Of course, as you’ll see from the 

report in the “Non- League 
Paper”, three things to me were 

very noticeable:  
 

(1) Mangotsfield TOWN????  Oh 
come on, whoever does the 
typsetting at the NLP, get it right, 

PLEASE! Not all non-league teams are called Town, you know! Mind you, both our 
visitors for this double-issue programme, Bideford & Evesham, I have seen 

referred to as “Town” in recent years as well. I guess “Mangotsfield Town” will 
pop up again one day, it is bound to happen!  
 

(2) That phrase “An improving Mangotsfield side”. Proof that we are getting 
there & manager RAY JOHNSTON will know that more than anyone. 

 

(3) Clearly, Paulton striker Leighton Thomas enjoyed one of his best games 
last week, bagging all 4 of the visitors’ goals!   
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He’ll remember that in the future for sure. It also had me thinking when 
was the last time an opposing player scored 4 goals here in a league or 

cup game?  I don’t have that information to hand, but I do recall the 
highly-rated Gosport Borough striker netting all 4 goals here maybe 10 

or 12 years ago in his side’s 4-0 win – can’t remember his name though 
– and go back even further than that, back in the 90s, there was one 
occasion when Westbury United won 5-1 here in a league match & their 

main striker that day, a chap called Frederiksen netted 4 of them. Funny 
how I remember those two instances, but am not sure of any others? 

 

Meanwhile, Tuesday’s GFA Cup tie at BRISTOL MANOR FARM gave us a superb 
4-0 win against our nearest and dearest, and what a magnificent win it was too. 
Just what we needed!  It is tough on everyone when we endure the number of 

defeats that we have done this past year or two, but 
this group of players – with one or two key additions 

– are gelling together nicely and to go and win 4-0 
away from home, regardless of whatever 
tournament it is, is superb. The Farm may have 

been down to 10 men as well, but that doesn’t 
matter. We won 4-0 & that is ALL that matters.   

 
We now move forward into the next round of the GFA 
Trophy – whenever that is – but the most immediate 

bonus is that we must now take the euphoria of that 
win, and the confidence we gain from it, into these 

two home games v Bideford & Evesham. Both sets of “Robins” will be hard to 
beat, as they are both good sides, but if you cannot get confidence & a feel-good 
factor from a 4-0 away win in a local derby, then when can you?                                                         

 
Moving on, this issue of the FIELD REVIEW, as you will see, is a double one & 

covers both the BIDEFORD & the EVESHAM games.  We have done this on very 
odd occasions in the past, when there has been a Saturday home game, followed 
72 hours later by a Tuesday night home game, but it is becoming an all-the-

more-obvious way forward these days.   
 

Even in the days or paper programmes, we would still prepare both programmes 
at the same time prior to the Saturday home game, with only the briefest of 
updates being added to the Tuesday night programme, in time for printing on 

Monday morning.  It was always one mad rush, believe you me! 
 

In term of on-line programmes, the obvious answer is to simply do the two 
together, as there is absolutely no time at this end in which to do two separate 

programmes, nor even update a second one on the Sunday morning or whenever. 
That makes no sense any more anyway, in the modern world of technology & like 
I said, I personally have no spare time to do that anyway, so a double programme 

as we are doing now is the only option – and even then, I’ve taken a day’s annual 
leave this past week to enable you to read what you’re reading now. Hope you 

enjoy it all anyway and thanks for your understanding!          
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THE MANAGER’S VIEW 
 

I would like to start by extending a warm welcome to the 
players, management, officials and supporters of Bideford for 

Saturdays fixture, and due to a double issue programme, 
Tuesday’s night’s visitors Evesham United, so a warm 
welcome to all you ROBINS (both lots!). 

 
Last Saturday, we competed well & took an early lead v Paulton Rovers, but we 

let Paulton back into the game immediately, which is an area we need to work on 
as this isn’t the first time we’ve switched off after going ahead in a game. We did 
however dominate the 1st half of the game, but we found ourselves 2-1 down at 

the break. Things could have been much different in the 2nd half, but having our 
equalising goal disallowed, which on another day would have been given, was the 

beginning of our downfall. We conceded two pens which gifted the visitors the 
game; a harsh way for us to learn, but on reflection, the scoreline flatters Paulton 
& does not reflect on our performance. Although he is not 100% fit, Matt Davis 

impressed until we had to take him off, but unfortunately, he will not be available 
for a couple of matches due to holiday commitments. 

 
On Tuesday evening we travelled across town to Bristol Manor Farm in the GFA 
Cup. We were able to sign defender Sam Larkins in time for him to start the 

match, and although he is not fully fit following a long time out through injury, we 
need to remember that he has only played 3 or 4 games in the last 18 months, so 

in time, he will hopefully become a key squad member. 
 
With the introduction of Kye Simpson up front, our performance at “The Creek” 

was a breath of fresh air, after having to endure some of the, shall we say, more 
disappointing moments of this season. It’s a real shame that we didn’t get any 

league points from that match, but I certainly would prefer to win 4-0 rather than 
lose 4-0, and as a unit, it should prove to be a real coincidence booster right at 
the time we need it, as we start to play the teams around us in the league.  

 
The execution in both boxes was much more like what Terry & myself have been 

asking for & although the pattern of play has not really changed over the last few 
games, the instructions & game plan were much better followed. It makes a whole 
lot of difference when you can score goals, & Kye Simpson will hopefully continue 

to fill that void which we have had up front and hopefully, with a few changes in 
defence, our performances can become a bit more consistent & we can eradicate 

the mistakes which have cost us points in the first third of the season.  
 

At the start of the season, we knew we had a difficult test ahead of us, but it has 
taken this long for us to start playing the teams in our “mini league” (the bottom 
6 sides), many of whom have already played each other, so we have the 

opportunity to pick up a few points here & there & we will then have a whole lot 
of a rosier picture. We do have to take each game as it comes & whilst we are 

improving, we still need to learn from any mistakes & build on our positive 
moments. That’s all from me for now, so I hope to see you in the bar after the 
match – both on Saturday and Tuesday!   
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DAVE’S DIARY 
 

GOOD AFTERNOON EVERYONE & WELCOME TO 

COSSHAM STREET for today’s home game against our 
old friends from BIDEFORD, and if you are reading this 
on Tuesday evening, then good evening and welcome 

to Cossham Street, as we take on our old friends from 
EVESHAM UNITED! Thank you all for your attendance 

& for reading this programme on-line!  
 
I’ve explained in the Editorial why it is a double-issue 

programme, so I won’t repeat it all, but unless we 
suffer any postponements through the winter & end up 

with another Saturday/Tuesday home game scenario, 
then we SHOULD be OK to return to normal for an on-
line programme for each home game for the rest of this 

season. 
 

NOW I EXPLAINED IN THE LAST PROGRAMME how I ended up missing our Youth 
Team’s recent FA Youth Cup tie at Plymouth Argyle, seeing I was on holiday down 
by the River Tamar, near Saltash – long traffic queues caused by an accident – 

but I did still manage to see a game while I was down in that part of South-East 
Cornwall, although I had to venture back into West Devon to watch it: 

 
TAVISTOCK 2, EXMOUTH TOWN 2       
 

Well, I also took my grandson Frankie aged 7, as this was his first ever football 
match & he’d been looking forward to going to a game for a while. It was a windy 

& sometimes wet evening, but it was a decent match in difficult conditions. It was 
my first ever visit to Tavistock & I did get chatting to some of the locals about 
our FA Cup win over them last August, though the general comment from them 

was “Ah yes, but our side has changed vastly since then”, but they still enjoyed 
their visit to a Southern League club & ground. 

 
There was a minute’s applause before the game for a long-standing Tavistock fan 

who had died recently & as I quickly found out from others around us in the 
stand, grandson Frankie was actually sitting in the old chap’s regular seat! That 
seemed rather poignant to me, in that here was an elderly supporter, who had 

supported “Tavvy” for 50 years & now he was kind of handing the baton over to 
a 7-year-old lad who was attending his first-ever football match! A nice thought, 

in my view, but sadly, as I said to Frankie, we can’t watch Tavistock every week! 
 
As for the game itself, it really was a game of two halves! Tavistock led 2-0 at 

half time & looked comfortable, but Exmouth came more into the game after the 
break, came back to 2-2 & almost won it with a late “goal”, which I can only 

presume the officials didn’t see in the late, misty, rainy gloom. It looked to me 
as if the ball had gone into the net & come out again, but any Exmouth protests 
didn’t last too long, as the referee waved them all away!  
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Tavistock also did a paper programme for 
my visit the other week – 12 pages for £1, 

printed in colour on good quality paper, so 
that was a nice bonus in itself! 
 

When I read the Editorial, though, written 
by their Head of Communications, Stuart 

James, it transpired – as you can see from 
the above attachment – that this was their 
FIRST programme for the first time in ages, 

as he talks of “the re-introduction of the 
matchday programme” at the club! I didn’t 

have time to seek him out on the night (the 
frequent rainstorms didn’t help!), but 
clearly, these are interesting times at 

Tavistock & they are an ambitious club.  
They are currently top of the Toolstation 

League Premier Division & have definite 
Southern League ambitions for next season. 

I wish them well in that respect. 
 

OK then, on with the game, or in this case, games! Can we pick up all 6 points v 

Bideford & Evesham? That would be wonderful, but I’ll happily settle for 4 if we 
can’t get all 6!   Dave Smale        FIELD REVIEW - 6        



 

WELCOME No.1 - TO BIDEFORD AFC!!   

    

 
Bideford A.F.C. is an English non-league football club from Bideford, Devon that 

plays in the Evo-Stik Southern League Division One South & West with rival clubs 
from the counties of Devon, Somerset, Dorset, Wiltshire, Hampshire, 

Gloucestershire, Worcestershire, Herefordshire and Oxfordshire. 
 
The club was first formed in the late 1890’s and was then called “Bideford Town”. 

They were nicknamed "The Robins" due to their red shirts and remain so to this 
day. Since the first decade of the twentieth century, the club has predominantly 

played at the Sports Ground, Kingsley Road in Bideford. Until entering hibernation 
for the duration of World War Two, it was a highly successful club, albeit one that 

played the majority of its football in North Devon. 
 
We do not have any pre-World War Two records, but we do know that, in 1927, 

Cardiff City won the FA Cup and their captain was Fred Keenor, who had 32 
International caps, a number that was almost unheard of at that time. It was a 

big day for the club when Fred brought his cup-winning team and the cup itself to 
Bideford. 
 

Following its reformation in the 1947/48 season, the club was reborn as “Bideford 
Association Football Club” and entered the Exeter and East Devon League with 

only two of the pre-war team surviving - Gerald Brommell and Fred Shute. The 
team in 1947/48 was run by a committee which met at the Maltscoop Inn and 
they also selected the team.     (FIELD REVIEW – 7)  



 

For the start of the 1948/49 season, Fred Pincott was appointed manager and the 
club had a house in Chanters Avenue for him to live in, but team selection was 

still in the hands of the Committee.  
 

Bideford were runners up 
in the 1948/49 season and 
applied to join then the 

Western League Division 
Two. This was declined 

and instead they were 
made to join Division 
Three. Bideford won the 

division without losing a 
game and two seasons 

later, they won the 
Second Division and promotion to Division One. At this time the club did not have 
a club hous,e but there was a Nissen Hut just inside the main gate and a wooden 

grandstand, which was replaced with the present one after the Bradford City fire 
disaster in 1985. 

 
In 1964/65, Bideford reached the First Round Proper of the FA Cup, and drew 

away at Colchester United 3-3, but lost at home in the replay 1-2, at which BBC 
cameras were present. Bideford won the Western League three times before 
joining the Southern League in 1972. The club spent three seasons in the Southern 

League before the extra expense involved and increased travelling took its toll, 
forcing them to drop down back to the Western League. During their time in the 

Southern League, the club set an all-time FA Cup record when, in 1974–75, they 
played thirteen FA Cup games in a single season – as a result of playing numerous 
replays in qualifying rounds including the need for five games to beat Falmouth 

Town and four more to beat Trowbridge Town in the next round. With the 
subsequent abandonment of second and further replays, this record is unlikely to 

ever be beaten again. Bideford were finally knocked out 0-2 by Bristol Rovers.  
 
In 1977/78 Bideford again reached the First Round Proper, travelling to 

Portsmouth where they lost 1-3. Finally, they achieved the feat again in 1981/82 
being knocked out by Barking 1-2. 

 
Two more Western League titles followed in the early 1980s before a financial 
crisis hit the club. A re-formation took place in 1987 leading to the current set up, 

a company limited by guarantee under the revised company name Bideford AFC 
(1987) Ltd. 

 
Under the chairmanship of Jim McElwee, and his successor Paul Mitchell, the club 
won four more Western League titles and also reached the FA Vase semi-finals 

where they lost to Winchester City. Despite winning the Western League four times 
under Manager Sean Joyce between 2000 to 2006, the club elected not to apply 

for promotion to the Southern League, due to the amount of travelling and 
expense that would be involved in playing teams which, almost without exception, 
would be over 100 miles away. 
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However, after winning the Western League again for the 10th time in the 2009/10 
season and winning the Devon St Luke’s Bowl, where they beat Exeter City 2–1 in 

the final, Bideford AFC accepted promotion to the Southern League in May 2010, 
joining Division One South & West. In only their second season in Division One 

(S&W), Bideford were crowned Champions by an impressive eleven-point margin 
an d gained promotion for the first time in the club's 
history to the Southern League Premier Division. 

2013/14 saw Bideford finish in their highest ever 
league position of 8th in the Premier Division, but 

after four years at that level they were relegated for 
the first time in their history back to Division One in 
2015/16. 

 
Several players from the club have progressed to 

Football League status, the most recent of them being 
Tony Dennis and Shaun Taylor. Three former 
internationals have played for the club at the end of 

their career: Welshman Leighton Phillips, as well as Dermot Curtis and Will Haynes 
from the Republic of Ireland. 

 
Bideford have won the Western League ten times, as well as lifting silverware in 

the Devon St Luke's Bowl (5 times), Devon Professional Cup (8 times) and Western 
League Cup (4 times). They have also won the Western League Alan Young Cup 
(twice), Western League Subsidiary Cup and the Westward Ho! Cup.  

 
In FA competitions, Bideford AFC’s record is quite impressive, reaching the First 

Round proper of the FA Cup on four occasions and reaching the Semi Final of the 
FA Vase in 2003/04. The 2009/10 FA Vase campaign saw Bideford reach the 
quarter final stage, where they were knocked out by an impressive Lowestoft side. 

 
Manager Sean Joyce is an ex-professional footballer, who spent his career playing 

for Doncaster Rovers, Exeter City and Torquay Utd. He has managed Bideford 
since 1998, bringing much success to the club during his time here. 
 

BIDEFORD AFC PROFILES 2021/22 

Shaun Joyce...Manager 

A former League professional, who played for Cambridge United, Doncaster 

Rovers, Exeter City, Torquay United and then Non-League with Elmore and 

Taunton Town. Sean made 200 Football League appearances, taking over as 

Bideford Manager, during the 1998/99 season. Bideford were at that time a 

struggling Western League Premier division side, and since then, Sean has taken 

the club from success to success during his 23 years as club manager, gaining 

Promotion to the Southern League South West Division one and then up to the 

Southern League Premier. Sean lives in Paignton with his wife Jo and runs his own 

business. 

 

Ben Wood   Player/Assistant Manager 

Ben works as a Teacher. He is 33 years old, and has made over 320 appearances 

for the Robins, scoring over 30 goals in the process.   (FIELD REVIEW – 9) 



 

Ben has also played for Yeovil, Weymouth, Frome Town, Sherborne & Dorchester 

Town.  With the Robins, he has won the Toolstation Western League Premier 

Division, The Southern League, South West Division One and the Devon St Luke’s 

Bowl. 

  

Tony Beal...Sports Therapist 

Tony a former goalkeeper and long-standing club Physio lives here in Bideford 

with his family; he works as an engineer in South Molton. 

 

GOALKEEPERS 

 

Adam Seedhouse-Evans 

Adam is a new signing from Barnstaple Town. 

Grant Fisher  

Grant Has resigned as cover and lives in Torquay. 

Joe Moore 

Joe has re-joined the Robins for a third spell, he has also played for Street and 

Elmore. He has now made over 40 appearances for 

the Robins. 

 

DEFENDERS 

 

Toby Down 

Toby signed from Exeter City. Toby is 23 years old & 

has also played for Taunton Town and Buckland 

Athletic. His father is former Club Captain Ian Down. 

He lives in Torbay & has now made over 80 

appearances for the Robins. 

Harry Hodges 

Harry is a new signing from Dorchester Town. He started his career with the 

Plymouth Argyle Academy, before starting his senior career at Bristol Rovers, and 

spent a period on loan from them with Gloucester City. He moved to Dorchester 

in the 20/21 season. 

James Mayne 

Signed from Barnstaple Town, he is 34 years old & lives in Bideford. Now in his 

second spell @ the Robins; he works as a Heating Engineer for Ron Sussex. James 

has now played more than 100 games for the Robins & has also played for 

Holsworthy. 

George Nancekivell 

George Started out at Merton FC, & Moved up through the levels via Torridgeside, 

Barnstaple Town & Tiverton Town. He is 25 years old & works on the family farm. 

Louis Slough 

Louis has just joined the Robins on loan from Torquay United where he is on a 

first-year Pro contract. He plays at Centre half and is the Grandson of former 

Fulham Pro Alan Slough & is related to former Bideford player Chris Slough. 

 

 

               FIELD REVIEW - 10  



 

MIDFIELDERS 

 

Matty Buchan 

Matty joined the Robins this summer from his home-town club Helston, and has 

also played for Falmouth Town. 

Alex Byrne 

Alex is a 24-year-old Midfielder. Signed for Exeter City in 2015 and played two 

first team games against Charlton Athletic and Hartlepool United. He was loaned 

out to Truro City and Weston Super mare, before signing permanently for Weston 

in 2018. In December 2019 he signed for the Robins and has now made over 30 

appearances for us. 

Jack Calver 

Jack who is aged 23 previously played for Plymouth Argyle, St Austell & Plymouth 

Parkway. 

Joe Charles 

Joe is 24 years old, and is a product of the Yeovil 

Academy, who moved to Exeter City in 2016, and 

then joined Taunton Town in July 2017, from whom 

he played for Bridport on loan; he signed for the 

Robins in December 2019. He plays as a winger & is 

23 years old. Joe has now played over twenty games 

for the Robins. 

Craig Duff 

Craig has returned to the fold this season for his 5th 

spell with the Robins. He is 32 & has also played for 

Buckland, Falmouth, Taunton, Tiverton, Truro, Weymouth and Willand. He lives in 

Chelston, Torquay & works as a chef.  He has made over 60 appearances for the 

Robins & has scored over 30 goals.    

Sam Haynes 

Sam signed for the Robins from Exeter City, where he progressed up through the 

youth ranks; Sam is 22 years old & lives in Exmouth. He has now played over 20 

games for the Robins. 

Niall Heeney 

Niall signed for the Robins from Barnstaple Town. He is 29 years old, and lives in 

Bishops Tawnton. He has made over seventy appearances for the Robins.  

Jack Magarotto 

Jack lives in Great Torrington and also plays for Torridgeside. 

Callum McGhee 

Callum has signed for the Robins this summer, and has also played for St Blazey 

Aaron Taylor 

Signed following his release from Plymouth Argyle, where he had progressed up 

through the youth ranks, he is aged 22 & lives in Westward Ho!, where he works 

for a building contractor. Aaron has now made over 40 appearances for the Robins. 

George Tucker 

George signed this summer on Loan from Truro City. 

Aaron Wellington 

Aaron lives in Paignton and also plays for Brixham. 
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Javan Wright 

Javan is a 22-year-old wide player, who previously played for Torquay United & 

Barnstaple Town. He lives in Torquay. 

 

STRIKERS 

 

Thomas Davey 

Thomas is a new signing, who lives in Hartland and also plays for Torrington. 

Charlie Hanson 

Charlie is on loan from Exeter City. 

Lewis Wilson 

Lewis is a 19-year-old Centre Forward who signed permanently from Exeter City, 

during the pre-season.  

Ruben Wilson 

Ruben is a Centre Forward, who has just signed after being released by Plymouth 

Argyle. He is 19 years old and made just one appearance for Argyle. He has also 

played for Dorchester 

Town on loan from 

Argyle. 

 

Bideford Manager SEAN 

JOYCE pictured left.   

BIDEFORD 

AFC CLUB 
HONOURS 

League 

Southern League Division One South & West 
Winners (1): 2011-12 

Western League 

Winners (10): 1963-64, 1970-71, 1971-72, 1981-82, 1982-83, 2001-02, 2003-
04, 2004-05, 2005-06, 2009-10 

Runners-up (6): 1962-63, 1964-65, 1968-69, 1977-78, 1978-79, 1984-85 

Western League Division Two 
Winners (1): 1951-52 

Western League Division Three 

Winners (1): 1949-50 
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Cups 

Devon St Luke's Bowl 
Winners (5): 1981-82, 1983-84, 1985-86, 1955-96, 2009-10 

Runners-up (4): 1986-87, 1993-94, 1994-95, 2014-15 

Devon Professional Cup 
Winners (8): 1960-61, 1961-62, 1963-64, 1965-66, 1966-67, 1968-69, 1970-

71, 1973-74 

Western League Cup 
Winners (4): 1971-72, 1984-85, 2001-02, 2003-04 

Western League Alan Young Cup 

Winners (2): 1964-65, 1969-70 

RECORDS 

Highest League Position 
8th in Southern League Premier Division 2013-14 

FA Cup Best Performance 

First round 1964-65, 1973-74, 1977-78, 1981-82 

FA Trophy Best Performance 
Second round 1969-70 

FA Vase Best Performance 

Semi-Final 2003-04 

Record Home Win 
16-1 vs Soundwell 1950-51 

Record Home Loss 

1-10 vs Taunton Town 1998-99 

Record Away Win 
10-0 vs Melksham 2003-04 

Record Attendance 

5,975 vs Gloucester City, FA Cup 1949 

Record Appearances 
647 - Derek May 

Record Goal Scorer 

259 - Tommy Robinson 
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WELCOME No 2 - TO EVESHAM UNITED!!   

 
The Evesham United Football Club that we know today dates from just after 
the Second World War, when soldiers returning from action reformed the club and 
immediately joined the Worcestershire League. 

However, a club did exist in Evesham prior 
to the War; the “Town” reaching the F.A. 
Amateur Cup Final in 1923, losing 1–2 after 

extra time to London Caledonians at Crystal 
Palace. 

Starting in the 1951/52 season, in the 

club’s first 5 years in the Worcestershire 
Combination they were League Champions 

twice & runners-up on 2 occasions, their 
lowest position being 3rd in that 1st season. 
 

In 1956, they left to join the Birmingham 
League and followed this with a move to the 

Warwickshire League in 1959, before 
returning to the Worcester (now Midland Combination) in 1963. They won the 
league title four times (1965/66, 1967/68, 1968/69, and 1991/92) and reached 

the Challenge Cup Final on six occasions, lifting the trophy in 1988 and 1992. 

Initially the club played at Crown Meadow, moving to Common Road in 1968 and 
opening the clubhouse in 1975. 

A terrific season in 1991/92 saw the club complete a memorable double of Midland 
Combination Premier Division Champions, thus achieving promotion to the 
Southern League Midlands Division, and the Combination Challenge Cup. They 

also reached the quarter final of the F.A. Vase before losing to eventual finalists 
Guiseley. Some £5,000.00 was spent on the ground and they marked their first 

season in the Southern League by finishing in a creditable 15th position. 

A number of Managers and poor seasons followed, but in November 2003, former 
Coventry City defender, Davis Busst, was appointed a successor to Phil Mullen. 

Busst took over a club struggling near the foot of the Dr. Martens League Western 
Division, but he managed to turn things around & Evesham eventually finished 
mid-table with a creditable 50 points. 

The 2004/05 campaign saw Evesham take their place in the Southern League 

Division One West, with Busst in his first full season in charge with the experienced 
Paul West as his assistant. It turned out to be a season to remember for Evesham’s 

long-suffering fans, with the Robins earning a place in the play-offs. 

A tense 2–1 victory v Ashford Town (Middlesex) paired Evesham with local rivals 
Bromsgrove Rovers in the play-off final. A crowd of over 800 squeezed into 

Common Road to witness Evesham romp to a 4–0 win & promotion to the Southern 
League Premier Division for the first time in their history.     (FIELD REVIEW -14) 



 

After a poor run of results, Busst left in February 2006 and West stepped up to 
take over. Despite a marked improvement, Evesham were relegated on the final 

day of the season, finishing just one point behind Northwood. 

After selling their Common Road ground for housing, Evesham entered into a 
ground share agreement with Worcester City whilst moves were being put in place 

to build a new stadium on the southern outskirts of Evesham. 

In 2006/07, the club took a step in the right 
direction with former Wigan, Bradford and Port 

Vale defender, West, again at the helm. Evesham 
lifted the Worcestershire Senior Cup for the first 

time, beating Stourbridge 2 – 1 in the final. The 
play-offs were also reached, but unfortunately a 
late goal ensured Bromsgrove a narrow 1–0 win 

and eventual promotion. 

Season 2007/08 turned out to be one of the most 
memorable in the club’s history. The club took Blue 

Square Premier Halifax Town to a replay in the 4th 
Qualifying Round of the F.A. Cup before losing 2 – 1 at The Shay. In the Carlsberg 

Trophy, West’s side beat higher graded Bromsgrove Rovers & Corby Town en route 
to the 3rd Qualifying Round, before going out at Blue Square North Redditch 
United after a replay. 

However, it was Evesham’s league form that caught the imagination. Despite 
suffering 3 defeats in the opening 6 games. Evesham put together a remarkable 
run of results and stormed to the top of the British Gas Midlands Division. Only 

two more reversals followed in 34 league games and West’s side clinched the 
Championship ahead of Leamington with a game to spare. A massive 91 points 

were bagged & a staggering 22 clean sheets kept in 40 games with the 
experienced Mark Owen topping the club’s scoring charts with 33 goals, including 
two hat-tricks. 

 
2008/09 saw Evesham back in the Premier Division and finishing in a creditable 

9th position. They reached the 1st Round Proper of the F.A. Cup for the first time 
in their history, before bowing out to Torquay United at Plainmoor and completed 
a second Worcestershire Senior Cup win in three seasons when defeating 

Kidderminster Harriers in the final. 
 

2009/10 was a season of struggles, as the Robins finished in 16th place. After 
being just outside the play-offs when the bad weather disrupted the season, a 
disastrous run of only 2 wins in the last 25 games saw them in freefall, before 

they finally made sure of staying in the division with a point at home to Bedford 
Town with three games left to play. 

 
2010/11 was again a season of contrasting fortunes with the club in the drop zone 
at Christmas and staring relegation in the face. However, some shrewd signings 

saw the club enjoy a tremendous run of form and climb the table to finish in a 
respectable 12th spot and beating play-off hopefuls Hednesford Town and runners-

up Salisbury City. 
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After five and a half years at the helm, Manager Paul West and his brother and 
Assistant Manager Leon West called time on one of the most successful periods in 

the club’s history. Matt Clarke was appointed as the new Manager at the end of 
November 2011 and joining him as his assistant was Rob Elmes, together with 

UEFA B qualified Coach Kieran Jackson. 
 
Season 2011/12 was a disappointment with the club being relegated from the 

Evo-Stik Southern Premier Division & after spending 6 years ground sharing at 
Worcester City Football Club, the Robins began the 2012/13 season in Division 

One South & West at their new Spiers & Hartwell Jubilee Stadium (pictured below). 

A mediocre start to the 2012/13 season saw Matt Clarke and Rob Elmes resign 

from their positions with Paul West returning to see the team through to the end 
of the season. 

West departed in early May 2013 & was replaced by former WBA & Sunderland 

midfielder Shaun Cunnington. The experienced Cunnington managed previously 
at Willenhall Town, Alvechurch & Halesowen Town. The squad was re-vamped with 

high hopes for a successful 2013/14 campaign. However, after a series of poor 
results, Cunnington resigned his position at the end of October with former 
Bishops Cleeve manager Paul Collicutt taking over as the new permanent boss. 

Season 2013/14 was a disappointing one for the Robins who finished 16th in the 
South & West Division. 
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Season 2014/15 will be remembered as one of success & heartache for the club. 
The Robins enjoyed an excellent FA Cup run before bowing out to Conference 

South side Bromley in the 4th Qualifying Round after beating higher graded 
Redditch United & Histon on the way. Following the FA Cup exit, a remarkable run 

of form resulted in just 1 defeat in 28 league games & a 2nd place finish in the 
South & West Division behind Champion Merthyr Town. However, despite home 
advantage in the play-offs, Evesham suffered a disappointing defeat v Larkhall 

Athletic. 

Season 2015/16 was another successful 
one for United who finished just two points 

short of the play-offs. Due to Cinderford’s 
refusal to accept promotion at the end of 

the previous season, United were originally 
placed in the Evo-Stik Northern League, but 
after a successful appeal were re-instated 

in the Southern League South & West 
Division. 

The 2016/17 campaign saw the Robins 

reach the South and West play-offs for a 
second time in three years, but they were 

narrowly beaten by Salisbury in a classic 
semi-final 2-1 after extra time, playing for 

90 minutes with ten men. 

In 2017/18, the club did not have a brilliant start to the season in either the league 
or in the cup competitions, losing to Newcastle Town in the FA Cup Preliminary 
Round replay and a first-round defeat at home in The FA Trophy to Cirencester 

Town saw more cup misery. In the league, victories were hard to come by winning 
just 8 of the first 18 games of the season. With mid-season form looking 

reasonable, it was starting to look like being a mediocre season until United put 
together a fantastic late season run, winning 9 out of the last 12 league games. 
The play-off semi-final had an air of Déjà vu about it, with the scores between 

‘The Robins’ & Swindon Supermarine being all level after 120 minutes, but it was 
another season of “not to be”, as Supermarine, who eventually won the play-offs, 

pushed Evesham aside 5-4 on penalties.  

The 2018/19 season was not one of Evesham’s finest, eventually finishing 7th, with 
Paul Collicutt relieved of his duties and Carl Abbott taking over for the 2019/20 

campaign. Ultimately, this season was curtailed by the Covid pandemic with 
Evesham in ninth position. Abbott left the club in March 2020, with Neil Hunt taking 
over the manager position in a caretaker capacity. Hunt was made permanent 

manager in the summer in readiness for the 2020-21 season. 

EVESHAM UNITED HISTORY – IN SUMMARY  (FIELD REVIEW – 17)
   

1951-52   Joined Worcestershire Combination 

1952-53   Worcestershire Combination Champions 



 

1953-54   Missed runner-up spot on goal average 

1954-55   Worcestershire Combination Champions (2nd time) 
1955-56   Joined Birmingham & District League Division Two 

1962        Left Birmingham & District League 
1965-66   Rejoined Worcestershire Combination 

               Worcestershire Combination Champions (3rd time) 
1966-67   Worcestershire Combination runner-up 
1967-68   Worcestershire Combination Champions (4th time) 

1968-69   League renamed Midland Combination 
               Midland Combination (5th time) 

1983-84   Division One renamed Premier Division 
1991-92   Midland Combination Champions (6th time) 
1992-93   Joined Southern League Midland Division 

1999-00   Midland Division renamed Western Division 
2004-05   Promoted to Premier Division 

2006        Relegated to Division One Midlands 
2007-08   Southern League Division One Midlands Champions 
               Promoted to Premier Division 

2012        Relegated to Division One South & West 
2014-15   Southern League Division One South & West runner-up 

               Not promoted after play-offs (SF Evesham United 0 Larkhall Athletic 3) 
2016-17   Not promoted after play-offs (SF Salisbury 2 Evesham United 1) 
2017-18   Division One South & West renamed Division One West 

               Not promoted after play-offs (SF Evesham United 1 Swindon Supermar       
ine 1, Swindon Supermarine won 5-4 on penalties) 

2018-19   Placed in Division One South on league re-organisation 

 

 
EVESHAM UNITED FC PEN PICTURES 
 

Neil Hunt – Manager 

Neil stepped up from being the U18’s 
manager in March. His involvement at 

Evesham has been over a number of 
years, including being the assistant 

manager here in the past. Neil’s other 
management experience has seen him 
in charge at Malvern Town, Stourport 

Swifts and Pershore Town. He is 
focussed on helping the club to 

develop a pathway for the juniors to 
have opportunities to make it to the first team. Neil had been on Cheltenham 
Town’s books as a youngster. 
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Pete Haynes – Coach/Assistant Manager 
Pete has joined the club as the First team coach. Heis 

combining this role with his position at Cheltenham Town FC, 
where he is the Professional Development Phase Lead Coach 

within the academy and the U18’s Manager. Pete holds the 
UEFA A Licence and was one of the youngest people to 
achieve this qualification. He had previously been a 

Cheltenham Town academy player. 

 

 
 
 
Pete Sollis – Physio 

Pete has returned to EUFC as the club’s sports therapist / 
physio, having previously been here up until 2017. He had 

been working at Kidderminster Harriers in the interim. Pete 
brings a wealth of experience and qualifications to the role 
and will also be helping the youth section with their fitness. 

 
 
 

 
 
Lewis Clayton – Goalkeeper 

21-year-old Lewis signed for EUFC last summer having 
played at Cirencester Town the season before, he was also 

registered for Gloucester City. A former Cheltenham Town 
youth player, Lewis has also featured for Bishops Cleeve and 
IFK Mora (Sweden). 

 
 
 

 
 
Josh Rogers – Goalkeeper 

Josh has been a part of the EUFC set up for a number of 
years having played within the youth and U21 set up. He has 

also made appearances for local sides including Malvern 
Town. 
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Isaac Parry – Goalkeeper 
Isaac is a product of the club’s youth system and has finally got his reward for 

dedication & commitment to the club this season, being promoted to the first 
team. 

 
Ryan Paddock – Defender 
Ryan is another player in his second spell at EUFC, originally signing in 2016. Ryan 

has also represented the British Army and has previously captained the side. Ryan 
has played for Bristol Rovers, Weston-Super-Mare, Bishops Cleeve, Cheltenham 

Saracens, Cinderford Town, and Hinckley AFC.  
 
Jordan Staten – Defender (pictured) 

Jordan was signed from Redditch United during last 
season, Jordan is a former England School boy 

International. He played at Burton Albion and 
Cheltenham Town before going to study at Hartpury 
College. He has also played for Bishops Cleeve. 

 
Jordan Lymn – Defender 

Jordan started his career at Cheltenham Town, before 
joining EUFC for the first time in 2017. He re-joined 

the club in the summer of 2019, having played at 
North Leigh, Westfields and Bishops Cleeve. 
 

Matt Williams – Defender 
Matt re-joined EUFC in the summer of 2020. He had 

two spells with Gloucester City after initially joining 
them in 2014. He then had his first spell at the Jubilee Stadium, before joining 
Hungerford Town in December 2017, where he stepped up two divisions to play 

National League South football. He then returned to Gloucester City for the 
2018/19 season, but a few months in he joined Swindon Supermarine. Matt 

started his football career at Football League side Cheltenham Town, where he 
was captain of the Under 18s team. 
 

Callum Clayton – Midfielder 
Callum has now become part of the first team squad. He is a product of the club’s 

youth section and an excellent example of how commitment will reward you. 
 
Charlie Johnson – Defender 

Charlie signed for Evesham last season – he was previously with Cambridge United 
and Royston Town. 

 
Lorcan Sheehan – Midfielder 
Lorcan re-signed for EUFC during the summer of 2020, having previously played 

here between 2016 and 2018 during which time he made 51 appearances. He has 
also played for Bishops Cleeve and Cinderford Town. 

 
Dan Tustin – Midfielder 
Dan is a former youth team captain at Evesham United, who has progressed 

through to the first team squad. He spent most of last season playing at Pershore 
Town to gain valuable match time.    (FIELD REVIEW – 20) 



 

Adam Mace – Midfielder 
Adam joined Evesham this summer from Bishops Cleeve where he was captain. 

He was also a junior at Cheltenham & also played for Shortwood & Slimbridge FC. 
 

Jack Horrell – Midfielder 
Jack re-signed for Evesham in the 2019-2020 season. Jack has also played at 
Slimbridge, Cirencester Town, Bishops Cleeve and Brimscombe & Thrupp. 

 
Calvin Dinsley – Midfielder (pictured) 

Calvin signed from Swindon Supermarine in the summer of 2020. He started his 
career at West Bromwich Albion in the youth set-up. He then had spells with 
Cambridge United, Evesham United and Stourport Swifts, before playing in the 

National League South with both Gloucester City and Hereford. 
 

Adam Page – Midfielder 
A manager’s dream of a player to work with. Adam is an attacking left sided 
midfielder that has an eye for a goal or a killer pass. Previous clubs include 

Cheltenham Town, Hereford, Gloucester City & Redditch United 
 

Tom Chamberlain – Midfielder 
Tom joined EUFC in the summer of 2021, he is no stranger to The Robins having 

spent 2 loan spells with the club whilst at Cheltenham. Tom made 
his EFL debut in Sept 2019 at the age of 17.  
 

Ben Hayes – Forward 
Ben signed during the summer of 2020; his previous club was Westfields whom 

he spent 4 years with. He previously played for Malvern Town & Bishops Cleeve. 
Ben was at Evesham previously making a sub’s appearance for the 1st XI n 2014. 
 

Mike Symons – Forward 
Mike needs no introduction to anybody involved in non-league football. He signed 

for the Robins this term from Southern League PD South side Weston-Super-Mare. 
In 4 years at Hereford, he played a big part in their 3 promotions. Symo’s ex-

clubs also include Forest Green Rovers, Gloucester, Worcester City & Oxford City.  
 

Lance Smith – Forward 
Lance has returned to his hometown club, where he broke into the non-league 

scene in 2013-14, he scored 72 goals from 119 starts & 33 sub apps in 4 seasons 
before going on his football travels. He started at Littleton & Badsey Rangers 
before signing for the Robins. In 2017, Lance joined Hereford FC, playing for the 

Bulls for 3 seasons & scored 30 goals. In 2020, he joined Leamington FC. 
 

Brandon Smalley – Midfield/Forward 
Signed in October 2021. A player that has both pace & power. Brandon has been 
plying his trade in the USA with Florida Tech, Electric City Shock & Ocean City 

Nor’easters. Other former clubs include Leeds United & Rochdale.  
 

Joe Hunt – Defender (On-loan from Cheltenham Town) 
Will Armitage – Defender (On-loan from Cheltenham Town) 
Callum Banks – Striker (On loan from Cheltenham Town) 

Felix White – Midfield (On-loan from Cheltenham Town)   FIELD REVIEW - 21 



 

WHAT THE PAPERS SAY 
 

The following quotes all come from The Sun on Monday 8 November 2021: 
 

“THE NOISE OUR FANS MADE WAS AMAZING AND WE NEED THEM TO TELL THEIR 
FRIENDS TO SUPPORT US”. The words of Bromley boss Andy Woodman, after the 
3-0 FA Cup defeat at Rotherham. 

 
The words of every non-league manager in the land?? 

 
“IT IS DIFFICULT WHEN YOU TELL THEM TO GO OUT THERE AND DO CERTAIN 
THINGS AND THEN THEY GO AND DO SOMETHING DIFFERENT”. The words of 

Crewe manager Dave Artell, after the 3-0 FA Cup loss at home to Swindon Town. 
 

The words of every losing manager after every game?? 
 
“THEY PUT IN A LOT OF EFFORT JUST 

TO GET HERE”. The words of Lincoln 
City boss Michael Appleton (pictured), 

after the 1-0 FA Cup win v Bowers & 
Pitsea. 
 

The words of every EFL manager in 
Round 1 of the FA Cup after their 

side has knocked out a non-league 
side?? 
 

(And if, like me, you have no real knowledge of Bowers & Pitsea FC, well, Wikipedia 
states: “Bowers & Pitsea Football Club is a football club based in Pitsea, Essex, 

England. The club are currently members of the Isthmian League Premier Division 
and play at the Len Salmon Stadium.”) 
 

“NOW WE HAVE GOT TO FOCUS ON THE LEAGUE”. The words of Eastleigh keeper 
Joe McDonnell, after his side lost 2-0 at Boreham Wood in the FA Cup. 

 
The words of every losing manager 
or player after being knocked out of 

the FA Cup……or the FA 
Trophy…..and every other cup they 

take part in! 
 

“THEIR FANS WERE VERY DEROGATORY 
TOWARDS US AT THE END. WE WILL 
SEE IF THEY ARE SAYING THE SAME 

THINGS IF WE ARE STILL PLAYING THEM 
NEXT Y EAR”.  The words of Accrington 

Stanley boss John Coleman (pictured above), after the 5-1 Cup loss at Port Vale. 
 
That suggests an air of arrogance from the Port Vale fans.  Now I’ve nothing 

against Port Vale at all, but what have their fans got to be arrogant about? 
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THAT WAS THE MONTH THAT WAS! 
 

Now we used to run these articles some years ago in the FIELD REVIEW, but we 
haven’t done them for a while, so let me be lazy on this occasion and reproduce 

one that we did “back in the day”……. and if anyone pipes up and says, “Hang on, 
I read this in the programme v XXXXXXXX back in 19XX or 20XX”, then you clearly 
deserve a prize and a medal, but sadly, none are on offer today, or any other day!          

 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 
Time now for a nostalgic look back at a particular month in recent or not-so-
recent years & see how we fared in that period. Today we look at AUGUST 1999. 

 
MUFC RESULTS IN AUGUST 1999: 

 
14-08-99    YEOVIL TOWN RESERVES 0, MUFC 6  SCREWFIX LGE 
21-08-99    MUFC 3, HUNGERFORD TOWN 0  FA CUP P. RND 

28-08-99    MUFC 4, BISHOP SUTTON 0   SCREWFIX LGE 
 

THE 1999-2000 SEASON OVERALL 
 

At the time, this was to prove to be the most 

successful season in our history as we ended the 
campaign as runners-up to champions Taunton 

Town in the Screwfix Direct League Premier Division 
& were duly promoted to the Dr Martens League, & 
ahead of Taunton as well! Manager ANDY BLACK 

breezed back into the Club during the summer of 
1999 & the gloom lifted straight away as we were 

always in one of the top places as the season gained 
momentum.  It was a double celebration for MUFC 
as we also lifted the GFA Trophy, beating Patchway 

Town 2-0 at Oaklands Park, but aside from that, 
1999-2000 was all about the return of ANDY BLACK to MUFC & he delivered 

promotion!  
 
THE GAMES IN QUESTION 

 
Following a good pre-season, the serious stuff of the month began with an 

awesome 6-0 away win at the (fairly) new Huish Park home of YEOVIL TOWN, 
whose Reserves were a Screwfix League side in those days & whose manager 

was also one certain TERRY ROWLES, who took MUFC to the FA Vase Semi-Finals 
in 1995-96.  I remember the game well, as it was always likely to be the best 
ground we’d visit all season & the plush surroundings of Huish Park, fitted carpets 

all over the place, were to prove to be even more memorable as we chalked up 
an unexpectedly huge away win!  

 
DARREN EDWARDS, still eligible for our Youth side a couple of months earlier, 
netted after just 2 minutes & a strong 1st half saw us go in 4-0 up at the break, 

with MARTIN BOYLE (13), DAVE ELSEY (16 pen) & NATHAN RUDGE (35) adding 
to Darren’s opener.        (FIELD REVIEW – 24)  



 

MARTIN BOYLE made it 5-0 (63) & NOEL 
O’SULLIVAN (81) completed the rout.  

Yeovil, whose side contained one or two 
future MUFC players in Tony Malessa & 

Arthur Appleton, were totally shell-shocked 
by the end of the game (as we were too!) & 
we wondered, as we drove back up from 

Yeovil, whether this was to be the start of a 
truly special season at MUFC, following a win 

like that! 
 
TEAM: TONY COURT, GARY THOMAS, 

DANNY HALLETT, LEE BARLASS, DAVE 
ELSEY, GARETH LOYDON, NEIL ROSSLEE, NATHAN RUDGE, MARTIN BOYLE, 

DARREN EDWARDS & KEVIN COLES.  Subs who played: GARY DAVIS, NOEL 
O’SULLIVAN & NICK WILSON. 
 

TONY COURT?  Now where have I heard that name from again in more recent 
times??  And NOEL O’SULLIVAN, he’s still around too, playing in the 

Gloucestershire County League, I believe.  
 

One week on & our first home game of 1999-
2000 saw us defeat HUNGERFORD TOWN by 
3-0 in an FA Cup Preliminary Round tie.  

Hungerford are, of course, current rivals of 
ours in the Evo-Stik League, but in those days, 

they played in the Ryman Isthmian League 
Division 2, alongside other familiar names 
such as Bedford Town, Hemel Hempstead, 

Bracknell Town and Windsor & Eton.  The 
game eventually proved to be another 

comfortable win for us, with DARREN 
EDWARDS (48), MARTIN BOYLE (49) & NOEL 
O’SULLIVAN (53) netting the goals.  The 

Hungerford side also contained 2 names who 
were to prove familiar to us in later years – Alan Churchward & Gary Horgan. 

 
The month ended with a 4-0 home 
demolition of BISHOP SUTTON, with NOEL 

O’SULLIVAN (4), MARTIN BOYLE (34), 
DARREN EDWARDS (66) & DAVE ELSEY (75 

pen) doing the damage.  It could have been 
5-0, but DAVE ELSEY then missed a 2nd 
penalty on 89 minutes.  Never mind, we’ll 

forgive him for that one, but what a month 
August ‘99 had been!   

 
More from “TWTMTW” again soon.    
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MUSC (2009) NEWS UPDATE  
With Shaun Lecrass 
 

Following last week’s announcement, the 50 Club draw will continue until the end 
of the season, and the draw for October will take place following the Bideford 
fixture, due to it not being made last week. £100 for 1st place, £50 2nd and £25 

for 3rd. The names and numbers of participants are as follows: 

 

1 Shaun Mullen 

2 Tony Hannan 

3 Pat Mckeown 

4 Supporters Club 

5 Mike Hamilton 

6 Paul Box 

7 Keith Hack 

8 Tracy Lecrass 

9 Andy Milne 

10 Richard Tomkins 

11 Martin Preedy 

12 John Wells 

13 Dave Follows 

14 Steve Brown 

15 Terry Stevens 

16 Steve Porter 

17 Don J Carter 

18 Mike Richardson 

19 Players 

20 Bob Maggs 

21 Gary Phillips 

22 Shaun Lecrass 

23 Gail Milne 

24 Roger Williams 

25 Ron Loftus 

26 Roger Coles 

27 Pete Selway 

 

An emergency committee meeting has been called to discuss the future/winding 
up of the Supporters Club following recent announcements. 
 

THE EDITOR’S MEMORIES OF HIS FIRST 
TRIPS TO BOTH BIDEFORD AND EVESHAM! 
 

JANUARY 1988: “Let’s drive down to Bideford & see the team play”, said Bob. Drive 
100 miles each way to watch a non-league game? We must be mad, I 

thought….but that’s what we did & I’ll always remember coming down into the 
town off the Torridge Bridge & seeing Bideford’s “proper” floodlights coming up 

in the distance. We lost 3-2, with Adrian Harding, a long-haired Led Zeppelin-
lookalike striker scoring twice for the Robins, but it didn’t matter; we had a 
fantastic day out in North Devon & it gave you a craving for more!  

 
FEBRUARY 2001: Having a railway line running along the top of the embankment 

at Common Road, Evesham seemed quite quirky, but other than that, it was a 
visit to forget, as we lost 4-0! It was only our 2nd league defeat away all season – 
not bad for February – but we just never really got going that afternoon!     
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PLAYER PROFILE – JAKOB GLOVER  
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MANGOTSFIELD UNITED FC FIXTURES 
 
DATES-FIXTURES-RESULTS-ATTENDANCES-SCORERS – SEASON 2021-2022 

 

THE PITCHING IN SOUTHERN LEAGUE DIVISION ONE SOUTH (PISL1S)  

 

14/08 SHOLING   PISL1S Home  0-2 126 

17/08 Evesham United   PISL1S Away  1-2 280 Own goal 

21/08 TAVISTOCK   FACPR Home  3-0 200 Nderemani 2, Towler 

28/08 PLYMOUTH PARKWAY PISL1S Home  0-6 147 

30/08 Bristol Manor Farm  PISL1S Away  0-2 311 

04/09 Frome Town   FAC1Q Away  0-1 392 

11/09 LARKHALL ATHLETIC PISL1S Home   1-4 222 Humphries 

18/09 Willand Rovers   PISL1S Away  1-1 095 Nderemani  

25/09 Highworth Town   PISL1S Away  0-2 143 

28/09 AFC TOTTON   PISL1S Home  0-5 103 

02/10 CINDERFORD TOWN  PISL1S Home  3-1 101 AF, WN, OH                                                                                                                         

05/10 MELKSHAM TOWN  LCR1 Home  0-6 093   

09/10 Willand Rovers   BFT2Q Away  1-2 138 Cattermole 

23/10 MELKSHAM TOWN  PISL1S Home  0-2 200 

30/10 Lymington Town   PISL1S Away  0-3 098 

06/11 PAULTON ROVERS  PISL1S Home  2-4 103 Simpson 2 -  

09/11 Bristol Manor Farm  GFAT Away  4-0 186 Simpson 2, WN,  DM 

13/11 BIDEFORD   PISL1S Home 

16/11 EVESHAM UNITED  PISL1S Home 

20/11 Sholing    PISL1S Away 

27/11 Frome Town   PISL1S Away 

04/12 BARNSTAPLE TOWN  PISL1S Home 

11/12 Cirencester Town   PISL1S Away 

18/12 WINCHESTER CITY  PISL1S Home 

27/12 BRISTOL MANOR FARM PISL1S Home 

01/01 Slimbridge   PISL1S Away 

08/01 HIGHWORTH TOWN  PISL1S Home 

15/01 Larkhall Athletic   PISL1S Away 

22/01 WILLAND ROVERS  PISL1S Home 

29/01  AFC Totton   PISL1S Away 

05/02 Cinderford Town   PISL1S Away 

12/02 

19/02 Melksham Town   PISL1S Away 

26/02 LYMINGTON TOWN  PISL1S Home 

05/03 Barnstaple Town   PISL1S Away 

12/03 

19/03 FROME TOWN   PISL1S Home 

26/03 Winchester City   PISL1S Away 

02/04 CIRENCESTER TOWN  PISL1S Home 

09/04 Paulton Rovers   PISL1S Away 

16/04 Plymouth Parkway  PISL1S Away 

18/04 SLIMBRIDGE   PISL1S Home 

23/04 Bideford    PISL1S Away 

27/04     Play-Off Semi-Final 

30/04     Championship Matches 

02/05     Play-Off Final 

          

Key: AF – Andre Freckleton, OH – Owen Humphries, WN – Wayne Nderemani   
DM – Daniel McBeam                                                                  FIELD REVIEW - 30 

 
 



 

MUFC YOUTH TEAM NEWS 
          

South West Counties Youth League 

Our youngsters suffered their 1st home defeat of the season, their 2nd loss of the 
season, last Saturday as they lost by a single goal to Swindon Supermarine, who 
have now gone 2 points clear at the top of the table. With just 9 teams in the 

league, it is a tight affair at the top of the table; Bridgwater’s 6-0 win v Wimborne 
secured them the 2nd spot, on goal difference, whilst sharing 13 points with 

Torquay (who now occupy 3rd place) and Mangotsfield who have dropped three 
places, from league leaders to 4th place. With no fixture for “The Field” this week 
due to the odd number of teams, next week’s visit to Twerton Park, home of mid-

table-based Bath City, will be the first chance for the young Mangos to play catch 
up & attempt to regain their position at the head of the table. The Mangotsfield 

youth squad currently consists of 30 players, four of which, Jakob Glover, Kyreese 
Morrison, Jaydn Crosbie and Jason Ndermani, are within our First Team squad.   

 

POS Team      P W D L PTS 

1 Swindon Supermarine Youth   7 5 0 2 15 

2 Bridgwater United     5 4 1 0 13 

3 Torquay United Youth    6 4 1 1 13 

4 Mangotsfield United Youth    7 4 1 2 13 

5 Yeovil Town      6 4 0 2 12 

6 Bath City      5 3 1 1 10 

7 Wimborne Town     6 1 0 5  3 

8 Paulton Rovers     7 1 0 6  3 

9 New College Swindon    7 0 0 7  0   

(Up to and Including Saturday 6th November 2021)           
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Western Counties Floodlight Youth League 

 

 

 

 

 

“The Field” moved into 4th place following their 4-1 win v mid-table Weston Super 

Mare last Monday night. The league has seen 67 goals scored from just 17 league 
fixtures, so if you can get along to watch a game under the lights you are 
guaranteed plenty of goalmouth action! Our youngsters currently face bottom 

placed Winscombe at Cossham Street on 22 November, but they do have 2 games 
which need to be to be re arranged, so they may be in action before that date. 

 

L 22/11/21   19:45  Mangotsfield United  V Winscombe   

L 29/11/21   19:45  Bristol Manor Farm V Mangotsfield United 

L 06/12/21   19:45  Mangotsfield United V Clevedon Town  

L 03/01/22   19:30  Odd Down   V Mangotsfield United 

L 10/01/22   19:45  Mangotsfield United V Street 

Cup 17/01/22   19:45  Mangotsfield United V Keynsham Town  
(ROGER STONE MEMORIAL CUP 2021- 2022) 

L         TBA        19:45  Mangotsfield United  V  Bristol Manor Farm 

L  TBA        19:45  Mangotsfield United V Weston Super Mare 
 

 

PREMIER DIVISION LEAGUE TALE 
  

(up to and Including Monday 8th November 2021) 

 
Team     P      W D L  F  A GD   PTS 

 

1 Bristol Manor Farm   4 4 0 0 23  1  22  12 

2 Clevedon Town  3 3 0 0 19  1  18   9 

3 Street    4 2 0 2  6 15  -9   6 

4 Mangotsfield United  5 2 0 3 10  9   1   6 

5 Weston Super Mare  4 1 1 2  4 13  -9   4 

6 Odd Down   5 1 1 3  4 17 -13   4 

7 Winscombe   3 0 0 3  1 11 -10   0 
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COMING SOON TO COSSHAM STREET……… 

 

SATURDAY 4 DECEMBER 2021 AT 3.00PM 

 
PITCHING IN SOUTHERN LEAGUE DIV ONE SOUTH  
 

MANGOTSFIELD UNITED v BARNSTAPLE TOWN  
 

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
 
SATURDAY 18 DECEMBER 2021 AT 3.00PM 

 
PITCHING IN SOUTHERN LEAGUE DIV ONE SOUTH  

 
MANGOTSFIELD UNITED v WINCHESTER CITY  
 

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
 

MONDAY 27 DECEMBER 2021 AT 3.00PM** 
 
PITCHING IN SOUTHERN LEAGUE DIV ONE SOUTH  

 
MANGOTSFIELD UNITED v BRISTOL MANOR FARM 

 
NB: ** Boxing Day or Christmas Holiday fixtures often have earlier, 
lunchtime kick-offs, so please check our website for the exact kick-off 

time for this particular game nearer to Christmas.     
 

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

 

COSSHAM CHATTER…….COSSHAM CHATTER 

 
MANGOTSFIELD UNITED FOOTBALL CLUB are grateful to Gary Hillard of the local 

family-run business Doug Hillard Sports for DONATING our FIRST TEAM KIT for 

this season. Located just 2½ miles away at 647 Fishponds Road, this Sports shop 

supplies our Club Shop with much of our stock. THANK YOU!! 
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NLP Programme column - By Matthew Badcock 
  

YOU HAVE to wonder what Hollywood actors Ryan Reynolds and Rob McElhenney 
really made of their first experience of Non-League football. 

 

In case you hadn’t heard, the actors who bought Wrexham FC turned up at 
Maidenhead United to see their first Red Dragons in the flesh the other week.  
 

For people who roll in some pretty high-profile and glamorous circles, walking in 
to be greeted with some heckling must have been an eye-opening experience. I 

doubt that this happens much on the red carpet.   
 
The depth of the National League System on full show with more than 1,600 

turning out on a dark night to watch 90 minutes of the Beautiful Game. Fantastic. 
I imagine they returned home with an even greater sense of how vital all these 

clubs are to their communities, not to mention how much it means to the 
supporters of the club they now own. 
  

Of course, as is the way with these things, their team lost 3-2 before conceding a 
late equaliser against Torquay United on the following Saturday to draw 1-1. 
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The documentary covering their take-over will be titled “Welcome to Wrexham”. 
Last week was also a Welcome to Football. Where it rarely goes to plan.  

 
After the Tuesday defeat, Deadpool star Reynolds – a seriously successful 

businessman to boot – described his feelings on an instagram post: 
 
“Football is a staggering, heart-breaking, gorgeous, tommy-gun of soul-

deadening, evil and beauty and I'm never sleeping again ever, ever.” 
 

Whether you are interested in their 
takeover or are indifferent, we can 
probably all relate, in some form, to that 

summary.  
 

Whoever you support, there must have 
been times when you think: Why do I do 
this? I know I have.  

 
There are millions of people in this country 

who have no interest in this mad game. 
Who don’t spend their Saturdays – or 

midweek evenings – standing in the cold, 
or glued to websites and social media to 
see how their team and their rivals have 

got on that day. 
 

And sometimes, after those last-minute 
goals, you do wonder if it would be easier 
to not bother. 

  
But that’s the thing with football. It hooks you in. It refuses to let go. Conceding 

stoppage-time goals is equalled out by those stoppage-time winners. Or at least 
the hope of one. 
 

And there’s something bizarrely magical about being out in the freezing cold 
watching a drab draw. 

 
Especially in Non-League. Where you’re so close to the action and feel so much a 
part of it. I think we’ve seen that this season with some of the attendances across 

all levels – a combination of people just happy to be out at games again, mixed 
with an apathy of the higher reaches of the game. 

 
Because, yes, football can be a real pain at times. There are issues at all levels 
that really grate and things in Non-League that could be better.  

 
But it also provides more drama and moments than any Hollywood script. 

Hopefully, the new Wrexham duo saw that for themselves.  
 
 

   ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
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PHOTOCALL – EARLY SEASON ACTION v 
LARKHALL ON 11 SEPTEMBER 2021:  
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AND ANOTHER THING - 1!! 

 

FIRST BATCH OF QUICKIES:  Blimey, how about that Championship result 2 
weeks ago: Blackburn 0, Fulham 7!!  To think that Blackburn were PL champions 

just 26 years ago too – ouch! By the way, has anybody else noticed that the 
Blackburn manager looks a bit like the singer from The Beautiful South?.....and 
Newcastle FINALLY announced the appointment of ex-Bournemouth boss 

Eddie Howe as new manager, after he had watched their previous game, very 
visibly to the watching media! Could be the right man for the Toon, he was always 

well thought of at Bournemouth, & often touted to be the next Arsenal boss, but 
I was surprised he’d been out of work for a year. His own choice, apparently!        
 

WELL, THREE MANAGERS SACKED LAST WEEK! Obviously, a forthcoming 
international break gives panicking chairmen the chance to sack their managers 

& get someone in quickly, giving them a little longer to prepare for the next game 
with their new squad.  Neil Warnock was apparently sacked by Middlesbrough at 
10.30 last Saturday morning (and was quickly replaced by ex-Sheffield Utd boss 

Chris Wilder), but he did the 
professional thing by staying with the 

team & the travelling fans, with his side 
picking up a credible 1-1 draw at 
WBA…..but what sort of chairman 

sacks his manager on the MORNING of 
a game?? Then there was Daniel 

Farke (pictured) at Norwich City, 
sacked despite winning their first game 
of the season, 2-1 at Brentford. Harsh, 

but pretty much everyone has had 
Norwich all but relegated since August 

& I think the owners there were going 
to make that decision to sack Farke, regardless of what happened at Brentford. 
They probably didn’t expect a win at Brentford, so that was most definitely 3 bonus 

points, but still the same outcome…..and then you had Dean Smith sacked at 
Villa after 5 defeats in a row.  Very harsh in my view, given the number of games 

involved, but life at the top is a cruel world, and don’t forget Villa were trying to 
get by without their talisman Jack Grealish too.  Smith was soon replaced by 
Steven Gerrard from Rangers. Liverpool v Villa on 11 December will be interesting! 

 
FA CUP SNIPPETS FROM LAST WEEKEND: Biggest crowd of the weekend (not 

including whatever they had up at Sunderland, because no official figure was 
announced there, not sure why…..) was the 11,000+ crowd at Bolton v Stockport, 

with the non-league side taking an incredible 5,100 fans up to Bolton, proving by 
far that it is still the smaller clubs who take the FA Cup more seriously than the 
bigger clubs do; well, the fans do for sure! …… Commiserations to our friends 

up the road at Yate Town, well beaten on the day by Yeovil Town, but it hardly 
mattered in the end – they had a good week of media publicity leading up to the 

game & on the day itself, of course, plenty of TV & radio coverage, plus a 1600 
crowd at Lodge Road too. A momentous day for them, and now it’s back to the 
real world, of course. Maybe we will get there one day too? I always live in hope…..              
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AND ANOTHER THING - 2!! 
 

SECOND BATCH OF QUICKIES: Worrying times at Bristol City, where 
manager Nigel Pearson (pictured) is increasingly taking a back seat, due to ill 

health – and of course, the 
rumour mongers on social 
media have already had 

replacements galore lined up 
to take his place, whether 

permanently or temporarily.  
Even (yes, I say “even”) Neil 
Warnock was mentioned & he 

has always had a poor rapport 
with City fans for many 

reasons…..but I’ve always felt  
he’d be a great fit for City 
anyway & just what they’ve 

always needed at the Gate, but then, so is Nigel Pearson!  Hope he gets well 
soon….. Some impressive gate figures spotted recently in the Toolstation 

League, such as 376 for Bridgwater United v Wellington, 295 for Exmouth v 
Ashton & Backwell, & in Division One, 155 for AEK Boco v Cheddar; mind you, 
there have been plenty of low ones too, such as 32 for Oldland v Wincanton.  

Always likely to happen though, figures as low as that, especially on cold, dark 
winter nights….. And hearty congratulations go to Marcus Rashford, on 

receiving the MBE for his charity work this past year or two. A shining example to 
us all! He was seen chatting to Prince William afterwards & it was mostly about 
football apparently. I wonder if they talked about on-line programmes? 

 
IT’S GOT NOTHING TO DO WITH FOOTBALL!! Well, the Christmas Market is back 

in Broadmead again, after a 2-year gap, because of Covid wiping it out last year. 
It might be a bit pricey here and there, such as paying something like £12 for a 
bratwurst and a beer, but aside from that, it is just another piece of normality 

returning to all our lives and it’s nice to see once again. 
 

AND FINALLY: It really doesn’t matter one jot that the game the other night was 
“only” in the Gloucestershire FA Challenge Trophy.  After a couple of years of 

struggle – and we know we still have a tough second half of the 

season ahead of us - it just looks fantastic to see a score-line like 
this in black-and-white once again, regardless of the tournament: 

 
BRISTOL MANOR FARM 0, MANGOTSFIELD UNITED 4 

 
It doesn’t matter either that the Farm had 10 men for a long period, after Kyle 
Tooze was sent off – how often has that gone against us in the past, when 

opposing teams have been down to 10, or even 9, men, and yet they’ve still risen 
to the occasion and beaten us? Many times!  But at least this time, we got on with 

the job & duly put the Farm to the sword.  Could the win at The Creek be the 
result that REALLY kick-starts our season?  Let us hope so! Well done to all our 
lads & manager Razor too! Cracking win & a nice way to end this column today. 
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See you all on Saturday 4 December, here at 
The Theatre of Dreams, for the visit of the 
other team in North Devon that plays in red 

and white, BARNSTAPLE TOWN! A must-win 
game?  Absolutely – and it will be for Barum 
too, so don’t miss it!! 

 

 
        V                     

 
 

4/12/21  MANGOTSFIELD UNITED v BARNSTAPLE TOWN  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   


