
 



 



 



 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  
So, we come to the final home game 
of what has been a poor season in the history of 

Mangotsfield United FC – a season where we have 
struggled to get out of the bottom two for most of the 

campaign & a season which – let’s be honest now – 
could easily have happened in the past 2 seasons as 
well, but Covid caused those campaigns to be written 

off, which was just as well, so each time, we managed 
to maintain our status after all. 

 
But not this time though – or will we be reprieved again? Rumours have been rife 
for some weeks now.  Would we be relegated back to the Western League, where 

we came from, back in 2000?  Could we be even switched to the Hellenic League, 
which involves less travelling these days, compared to the Western League, 

where the addition of numerous Cornish clubs (and maybe another one next 
season in Falmouth Town) has added massively to all other clubs’ travel 
budgets?  Or could we be reprieved yet again, because of several clubs within 

the Southern League system – allegedly – wanting to take voluntary relegation?  
The truth is we won’t know anything for sure until the season is finally over, when 

the powers-that-be sit around the table again to decide everything.   
 
Being reprieved sounds wonderful, but for me, it would be papering over the 

cracks once more & we could easily end up struggling again next season, unless 
serious new funding can come into the Club. Perhaps it will? I’m sure that we 

would all be gutted to lose our Southern League status, 
we’ve been so used to it now for over 20 years, but 
sometimes, you need to re-group, start afresh, perhaps 

at a lower level & have another crack at it all and see 
where it all takes you.  We shall see in the summer! 

 
But in the meantime, let’s look back at our results since 

the beginning of April. My view in the last programme v 
CIRENCESTER TOWN (pictured left) was that, even 
then, we had reached “The Last Chance Saloon”.  We 

HAD to win that game & it didn’t matter at all that 
Cirencester were chasing promotion.  It was a game we 

HAD to win, or our cause to stay up would look almost 
impossible. 
 

And so that’s how it proved. The form book continued as normal, and we crashed 
5-1 at home to the Centurions, who have become a real bogey side in recent 

years, especially here at Cossham Street.  5-1 says it all.  You cannot dress it up 
in any other way.   
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It didn’t help either that Cinderford, just above us, won 2-0 at Bideford & then 3 
days later, they got the double over the Robins with a 1-0 win, which left our 

situation at the bottom of the table looking pretty much impossible, as the league 
table showed on 6 April: 

 
Evesham United 32 9 6 17 45-65  33 
Cinderford Town 32 8 7 17 50-71  31 

Bideford  32 8 6 18 29-52  30 
Lymington Town 32 7 9 16 45-77  30 

MANGOTSFIELD 31 5 5 21 37-82  20 
Barnstaple Town 32 5 3 24 39-109 18
    

Five games to play, 10 points behind Lymington – we needed to win all 5 games, 
bearing in mind we’d only won 5 league games all season. A very tall order 

indeed.  To most of us supporters, that little league table on 6 April confirmed 
what we had all feared for some months.  Miracles of the type we needed weren’t 
going to happen.  

 
Then came PAULTON ROVERS away, a ground where we have had many mixed 

fortunes down the years – and this time, we bagged a hard-working and useful 
point in a 1-1 draw, courtesy of a cracking 15-yard drive by ISAAC FLYNN into 

the roof of the bet with 6 minutes to go – proving that our lads’ battling spirit is 
there for all to see.  
 

Interestingly, an incident in the final minute also had us wondering whether we 
were about to lose that hard-earned point, via a penalty claim.  This is how the 

Paulton website reported it: 
 
“Rovers applied great pressure in the dying moments in an effort to secure all 

three points. Harvey sent a shot over the bar, while Leighton Tuodolo, having 
made a great run into the penalty area was brought down and a penalty awarded, 

only for the linesman’s raised flag to indicate an offside offence in the build-up 
play. After consultation, the referee decided to award a free kick to Mangotsfield, 
much to the chagrin of the Paulton players.” 

 
I must admit, I was at the other end of the ground, so my full view of it all was 

limited, but I did see that the linesman’s flag went up quickly – and stayed up, 
while everything else went on. 
 

Results elsewhere saw both Barnstaple AND Lymington win (!) and this is how it 
all looked on the Saturday night:             

 
Evesham United 33 9 6 18 45-66  33 
Bideford  33 9 6 18 30-52  33 

Lymington Town 33 8 9 16 47-78  33 
Cinderford Town 33 8 7 18 51-75  31 

MANGOTSFIELD 32 5 6 21 38-83  21 
Barnstaple Town 33 6 3 24 43-109 21 
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And so, those results left us hanging by a thread, with even Barnstaple, who were 
for so long on just 1 point earlier this season, now level with us on points & having 

won a game more than us as well.  Five wins all season told its own story – the 
lowest number of wins in the division at that particular moment. 

 
And so, that took us on to our game in hand of all the others, away at LARKHALL 
ATHLETIC on Wednesday evening.  Defeat or a draw (on potential goal 

difference) would condemn us officially to a bottom two placing & likely 
relegation.   But we got the result we needed with a great 2-0 win at Plain 

Ham, thanks to a great team performance, with second half goals by MERCEA 
IIEA & WAYNE NDEREMANI. Larkhall were down to 10-men at one point too, 
due to a red card, but we were able to deal with that & we duly secured a fine 

win, just to put a cat among the pigeons down there at the bottom end, as well 
as putting a dent in the hopes of our old friends at Barnstaple Town, who want 

to try & finish above us in case THEY have a chance of being reprieved in some 
way, by not finishing bottom. (So I’m led to believe!) 
 

The league table then looked like this:                
 

Evesham United 33 9 6 18 45-66  33 
Bideford  33 9 6 18 30-52  33 

Lymington Town 33 8 9 16 47-78  33 
Cinderford Town 33 8 7 18 51-75  31 
MANGOTSFIELD 33 6 6 21 40-83  24 

Barnstaple Town 33 6 3 24 43-109 21 
 

AND THAT’S WHERE WE HAVE TO LEAVE THE SITUATION, as far as the FIELD 
REVIEW is concerned, as we head into the Easter weekend, with a daunting trip 
to PLYMOUTH PARKWAY on Saturday, followed by SLIMBRIDGE today – and 

then, of course, we travel to BIDEFORD this coming Saturday. 
 

But even an on-line programme has a deadline & this programme had to be 
completed by the end of Good Friday for various reasons, so I’m unable to 
comment on how we fared at PLYMOUTH PARKWAY on Saturday.  That would 

have been a daunting task in itself, a trip to the league leaders, who had over 
600 watching them last week when they beat Highworth 2-0, and being a holiday 

weekend as well, there may well have been up to 1,000 watching our game at 
Bolitho Park on Saturday, with most of them expecting to see a home win.  Let’s 
hope we were able to surprise them with a shock away win!   

 
We went into the weekend needing to win all three of our remaining games, just 

to stand a chance of staying out of the bottom two.  As we face SLIMBRIDGE 
on Monday, you’ll all know how it went on Saturday. However, it went, good or 
bad, we still need to win today, for the same reason that Barnstaple want to finish 

above us for; in case there is a chance of being reprieved in some way by not 
finishing bottom.  These are all rumours, of course, and no one really knows what 

will happen until they sit around the table to decide the set-up for next season.           
 
OK, Remember the cry: COME ON THE FIELD!  Editor     
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THE INTERIM MANAGER’S NOTES 
 
Welcome to this afternoon’s fixture in the 
Southern League Division One South. We 

hope the players, supporters & officials of 
Slimbridge AFC enjoy their brief stay with 
us this afternoon & we hope you have a safe 

journey home.  
 

Our last home game against Cirencester 
Town was the poorest of my reign so far. 
True, they are a very good side, but all the 

things we’ve have been doing well recently 
seemed to desert us on the day. In truth, it 

wasn’t a game I expected to win, but the 
emphasis since I took over has been to 

perform well first and foremost and see 
where that takes us. Unfortunately, we 

didn’t perform anywhere the level we have been achieving recently and that 

showed in the result. 
 

What was pleasing was how the side bounced back against Paulton Rovers the 
following Saturday in what would be another tough test. Up the slope in the first 
half, we defended well enough to contain the opposition, managing to go in 0-0 

at the break. The second half I knew we could get something out of the game and 
although Paulton took the lead early in the second half, we were the side pushing 

and when we got our equaliser, it was thoroughly deserved. On the day, I thought 
we were good enough to get the win and although we had other chances, we 
couldn’t quite convert them. 

 
I always felt our next game against Larkhall Athletic would be a great 

opportunity to pick up another win and so it proved. Although Larkhall enjoyed a 
lot of possession in the early stages we defended well and grew into the game. 
When we took the lead from a well-worked corner, I felt that we would go on and 

win the game, eventually scoring a second and creating lots of other opportunities. 
What was pleasing in this game was how well we defended and how quick we were 

in forward areas. We’ve pretty much scored in every game I’ve managed and 
combining that with being strong defensively is the combination we need. 
 

Regarding our league position, whilst mathematically possible at the time of 
writing this, it is unlikely that we will finish above Cinderford so our priority it to 

finish above Barnstaple and see what that brings us. I think if you’re bottom you 
will go down, but if you’re second from bottom, then maybe with any restructuring 
of the league, we may end up with a reprieve of possibly a play-off, in which case 

I’ll gladly take that! 
 

What is good from my point of view is that we are going into this game full of 
confidence and lot of optimism for our final two games. I hope you all enjoy the 
game……COME ON THE FIELD! 
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DAVE’S DIARY – AND SO, ALL GOOD THINGS 

COME TO AN END - 1  
 

GOOD AFTERNOON EVERYONE & WELCOME TO 

COSSHAM STREET for today’s home game against our 
friends from SLIMBRIDGE. Thank you all for your 
attendance & for reading this programme on-line! 

Please give Our Boyz all your support this afternoon as 
we strive to pick up 3 much-needed points.  Come on 

The Field!  
 
WELL, IT IS NO SECRET NOW THAT I HAVE DECIDED 

TO FOLLOW BROTHER BOB INTO EDITORIAL 
RETIREMENT and give up writing in the FIELD REVIEW 

after over 30 years of writing.  Help given to me by 
SHAUN LECRASS this season has proved to be 
invaluable & I know he will do a cracking job for the 

Club when he becomes Programme Editor next season.  
 

FOR THE LAST 2 YEARS, I’ve also been Editor of my old Grammar School’s regular 
monthly Newsletter (the old Merrywood School in Knowle) and, what with the 
FIELD REVIEW as well, it has all proved to be a huge challenge for me in terms 

of finding the spare time to do everything, as I’m not retired yet – but that’s not 
a reason for giving up writing the FIELD REVIEW. I just think that over 30 years’ 

service in total, putting pen to paper or finger to keyboard, on behalf of our 
Football Club, is not a bad effort and next season, it will be nice to become just 
a fan again and not spend X number of evenings every week writing articles! 

 
WHEN I FIRST DECIDED TO CALL TIME ON BEING PROGRAMME EDITOR some 

months ago – my mind was made up by Christmas - I had plans to write a lengthy 
final column about some of the memories Bob & I have shared since we began 

following MUFC & becoming Programme Editors.  In the end, I thought, no, let 
me just re-run part of the article I wrote at the 
start of the season announcing BOB’s own 

retirement: 
 

As for Bob (pictured left) becoming Editor at the 
start of the 1991-92 season, with me as his 
Assistant, well, you can blame Ron Loftus for that! 

He was the one who first brought us to watch the 
Mangos in 1987 (our first game was a 1-1 FA Cup 

draw v Cheltenham Town) & within a year or so, 
we began writing ad hoc pages for the FIELD 
REVIEW, helping at first Frank Leworthy & then 

Ron, until 1991 when Bob thought, “Yes, let’s give 
it a go ourselves!”  We always found it was a 2-

man job, though, to produce a programme of the 
quality we wanted, but Bob bore the brunt of it in 
those early years.    FIELD REVIEW - 5 



 

DAVE’S DIARY – AND SO, ALL GOOD THINGS 
COME TO AN END – 2 
  
I was using a word processor, but Bob used a typewriter – my pages were done 
& POSTED to him & then he duly put his own pages (and mine) into a final format 
to take to the printers, and then when it was returned to him, he and his wife 

Sue would put all the pages together in the right 
order & staple it together! One of those early 

examples is pictured left, from the 1993-94 
season. Remember those?  Only 50p as well!           
 

Things were easier in later years when we both 
had PCs, better technology, the printing 

arrangements & quality improved (the 
programmes were later being delivered already 

stapled!), but, being a Programme Editor was a 
busy job. Bob would always look ahead, not just 
to the next game, but maybe 3 or 4 ahead & all 

those years of experience in the editorial chair 
taught Bob to prepare as much as you could in 

advance.  Very often, you might have 3 home 
games in 8 days (Saturday, Tuesday, Saturday) & 
for that scenario, you would HAVE to start them 2 

or 3 weeks before hand, leaving as little as 
possible to do in the last few days around those games – there was no time, 

otherwise, if you left it all until the last minute. (Shaun Lecrass, please take note!) 
 
The busiest season we had as Editors was in the early 2000s when we had an 

incredible 34 (!) home games in one season, with many Cup games, replays, re-
arrangements etc, & if you look at the whole 30 seasons put together, averaging, 

say, 24 issues per term, then Bob edited at least 720 different issues – probably 
more, plus another 21 of mine this season & that is well & truly above & beyond 
the call of any voluntary duty at a non-league football club.  Has a programme 

editor at any other football club worked harder than Bob in that respect?  Highly 
unlikely – as is being a programme editor for 3 decades!  We never thought for 

one minute that we would last as programme editors as long as we did, but all 
good things come to an end, as the saying goes! 
 

Bob’s still follows the Club’s results with great interest, as well as telling me where 
I have gone wrong when he comes to read each programme!  

 
I took over last August & the first half of any season is always hectic because of 
cup matches as well, but by Christmas I knew it was time to think about passing 

on the baton myself. THANKS, THEN, TO OUR FOOTBALL CLUB FOR ALLOWING 
ME TO REPRESENT THE CLUB IN WRITING FOR ALL THESE YEARS AND TO ALL 

OF YOU AS WELL FOR READING THESE RAMBLINGS. IT HAS BEEN AN HONOUR 
TO HAVE BEEN INVOLVED IN THE FIELD REVIEW FOR OVER 3 DECADES & I’D 
LIKE TO WISH SHAUN LECRASS THE BEST OF LUCK IN THE ROLE FOR NEXT 

SEASON. SEE YOU ON THE TERRACES!   Dave Smale         FIELD REVIEW - 6          
 



 

WELCOME TO SLIMBRIDGE FC!    

 

In The Beginning 
 

The Gloucestershire village of Slimbridge is world 
renowned for its Bird Sanctuary, but much hard 
work has gone into making Slimbridge better 

known in football circles. 
 

The Club’s history can be traced back to the 
1899/1900 season, when the team were playing 
in local football at various venues in and around 

the village. A gap in the records suggests there 
may have been a couple of seasons when no 

games were played, and thus, officially, the Club’s 
centenary was celebrated in 2002/03. 

 

For the next forty-odd years the Club were predominantly members of the Stroud 
and District League with varying degrees of success and failure, except for a period 

between 1960 and 1968 when they were in the Gloucester Northern Senior 
League. 
 

It was not until 1951 that the current ground at Wisloe Road (Now renamed as 
Thornhill Park) became the club’s home, and it subsequently became the legal 

property of the club after former player, and ex-Chairman of the club, Evi 
Thornhill, bequeathed the land to the Club in his Will, with the Club becoming legal 
owners in 1960. It was to prove an incredibly valuable treasure in future years. 

 
Point Of Collapse 

 
By 1988, the club had fallen on hard times, but fortunately, a handful of committee 
members led by Gordon King and Gordon Tudor kept the Club afloat. The following 

season, local businessman Paul Chappell arrived. The Club was stabilised and 
construction of new changing facilities, to County League standard, were 

completed. Paul Chappell was to remain a vital part of the club until his retirement 
from his duties in 2020. 
 

Start Of A New Reign 
 

As playing standards improved, 2000 saw the completion of the building of a long- 
awaited Social Club in an area of the ground that, in its old life, had housed a 

cowshed. John Mack, a successful local entrepreneur, joined the club as Chairman, 
and he remains a committed supporter of the club to this day as Club President. 
In the summer of 2001, Doug Gray was appointed Manager, and the club began 

a period of upward momentum. 
 

The team achieved a Runners-up spot in their first season in the Gloucester County 
League and were accepted into the Hellenic League. Hellenic Division One West 
was won by an Eleven Point margin in 2002/03.  
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A creditable fourth place finish was achieved in 
the Hellenic Premier League in 2003/04. In a 

marvellous season, the club also claimed the 
Hellenic ‘Norman Matthews’ Floodlit Cup and the 

G.F.A. Challenge Trophy. 
 
Arrival Of Floodlights 

 
Floodlights arrived at the ground in the summer 

of 2003. A pre-season visit from Conference side 
Forest Green Rovers on 22nd July, produced a 
then ground record attendance of 427 to witness 

the inaugural game under lights at Wisloe Road. 
 

A few weeks later on Sunday 24th August, that ground attendance record was 
beaten at a Bank Holiday Hellenic Premier Division fixture that was part of the 
2003/04 annual ‘Ground Hop’ weekend. Local rivals Shortwood United provided 

the opposition in front of a crowd of 525. 
 

Season 2004/05 again saw a fourth-place finish in the Hellenic Premier. The club 
also made their first appearance in the F.A. Vase, which resulted in a run to the 

Third Round proper before a 2-1 extra time defeat at Western League side 
Backwell United. 
 

In February 2005, Gray stood down after nearly 4 seasons at the helm of the club. 
 

The club started season 2005/06 under newly appointed Manager Doug Foxwell. 
A first entry into the F.A. Cup saw a visit from Wessex League side Wimborne 
Town. A 1-0 defeat did not dampen the sense of occasion on the first day of the 

season. A second successful run in the F.A. Vase came to an end in the Third 
Round Proper, with a 3-1 defeat at South Midland Premier, Welwyn Garden City.  

 
After a record-breaking 64-game season, the team achieved a fifth-place finish in 
the Hellenic Premier, and the club also won the Hellenic ‘Norman Matthews’ 

Floodlit Cup and the GFA Challenge Trophy, both for the second time in three 
seasons. 

  
Reserves Make Headway 
 

The Club’s Reserve side were also making progress - After two successive third 
place finishes in the Stroud and District League First Division, season 2005/06 saw 

them finally win the title and with it, promotion to the Gloucester Northern Senior 
League Division Two. This was the same League title that the first team won in 
season 1998/99 which proved the springboard for five successive first team 

promotions. 
 

Rise To New Heights 
Season 2006/07 proved to be the most successful in the Club’s history to date, 
with both the First Team & Reserve side recording League and Cup doubles, with 

the added bonus of record-breaking FA Cup & Vase runs for the senior side. 
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In the F.A. Cup, a Five Match run from the Extra-
Preliminary Round finished at Merthyr Tydfil in the 

Third Qualifying Round. Along the way there were 
memorable wins against two other Southern 

Premier sides, 2-1 at Yate Town and 3-1 at home 
to Chippenham Town. 

 

It was six matches in the F.A. Vase before defeat 
was tasted, the run ending in the Fifth Round 

Proper at home to the eventual winners, Truro 
City. 

 

In the Hellenic Premier Division, bad weather, 
which led to a record number of postponements during the subsequently extended 

season, led to half a season’s fixtures being played in the final two months. A 
tremendous effort saw the Club bring the Championship Shield to Wisloe Road, 
the winning margin being three points over second placed North Leigh. 

 
There was a rousing performance in the G.F.A. Trophy Final against Almondsbury 

Town. A 3-1 victory not only retained the Trophy, but also recorded a third success 
in four seasons in that competition. 

 
The Reserve side had an early success in the Gloucester Northern Senior League 
Cup with a 2-0 win against Division One Tuffley Rovers. This saw confidence rise 

and they went on to break a Gloucestershire Northern Senior League record in 
winning Division Two with a Played 30, Won 30 record. 

 
Promotion To The Southern League 
 

As a result of winning the league after an inspiring final day victory, and the 
upgrade to the ground facilities at Wisloe Road, the club were promoted into the 

BGB Southern League Division One Midlands for Season 2007/08; however, there 
was a twist to come in the tale. 
 

Return To A New Beginning 
 

On July 10th 2007, the Club decided not to take up the promotion, and effectively, 
the First Team took over the position in the pyramid occupied by the reserve team, 
which was disbanded.  

 
The First Team reverted back to the Gloucester Northern Senior League. This 

meant a severe upheaval in the club both on and off the field with the manager 
Doug Foxwell and several senior players moving on the pastures new. 
 

However, a loyal band of players stayed on, including James Cole, who took over 
as player manager with assistance from long term club captain Leon Sterling to 

begin the next stage of the club’s journey. 
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The Climb Back Up The Ladder 
 

Four promotions followed as the Club regained 
their previous status. James Cole handed over to 

Leon Sterling, who moved into the Manager's 
role, with Leon joined as Assistant Manager by 
long time Slimbridge stalwart Freddy Ward. The 

two guided the side to three top six finishes in 
their first three seasons back in the Hellenic 

Premier.  
 
Switching Leagues 

 
After the completion of the 2012-13 season, the Swans applied for a transfer to 

the Toolstation Western Premier League in an effort to reduce prohibitive travelling 
costs, a move which was approved by the FA in the summer of 2013. 
 

Return To The Southern League 
 

After two seasons in the Toolstation Western Premier League, a third-place finish 
at the end of the 2014/15 season gave the Swans a second opportunity to return 

to the Southern Football League. This time the club accepted the offer and took 
their place in the South and West Division, finishing a credible 18th in their first 
season, the highest level the club had ever achieved at that time in their history. 

Prior to the commencement of that campaign, John Mack had stepped back from 
Chairman duties and his position was taken up by Barry Gay. 

 
Welcome To Thornhill Park 
 

At the start of the 2016-17 season, and prior to our pre-season friendly fixture 
with neighbours Forest Green Rovers, the football ground in Wisloe Road was 

formally renamed to Thornhill Park in recognition of the marvellous gift we 
received from Evil Thornhill 46 years earlier.  
 

Evi's son, Tony and his late wife Margaret were on hand to cut the ceremonial 
ribbon, and Tony made a short heartfelt speech about how much the renaming 

meant to him and the entire Thornhill family, and how honoured they were that 
the football club had recognised their father in this way.  
 

Onwards and Upwards 
 

A difficult two seasons of struggle at a higher level saw the eventual departure of 
Leon Sterling as Manager, with Freddy Ward stepping up to the plate, assisted by 
local footballing legend Lee Driver-Dickerson. With Freddy then stepping aside to 

concentrate of his last few years of playing having steadied the Swans’ ship, ‘Drive’ 
took over the reins as Manager of the first team. 

 
The Club’s previous ground attendance record was smashed on 4th February 
2017, when 898 fans saw the side suffer a 3-0 defeat to Hereford FC, who were 

working their way back up the league pyramid following their reformation after 
the collapse of Hereford United.     (FIELD REVIEW – 10)  



 

The last 2 years have seen an incredible 
expansion of the football club – the establishment 

of a thriving Youth setup at Under-18 level, and 
the resurrection of the Reserve side has seen 

Slimbridge AFC make great strides as a Club. 
 
Prior to the Covid suspension of football in March 

2020, the Under-18s and the Reserves were top 
of their respective leagues, while the first team 

were sitting in 12th place in the Southern League 
Division One South, the highest placing in the 
history of the football club. Although the FA has 

made the season’s results null and void, they 
have been officially added to club statistics and all appearances and goals will 

stand in our records as a permanent tribute to all who represented the club in a 
fantastic season in the strangest of all campaigns 
 

The Club has gained a great local reputation both on and off the pitch for looking 
after players and developing them in their careers - already some of those 

previously with the club in the last 2 seasons have moved to Conference South 
level to ply their trade.  

 
It is a tribute to the committed and very talented team of coaches and managers 
in place at all levels of the club, that the future is very bright indeed for the 

Swans……. 
 

SLIMBRIDGE FC PEN PICTURES 

 
Lewis Adams - Goalkeeper - Lewis progressed through our U/18s side and has 

become a very capable Southern League player. Good shot stopper who has a 
bright future ahead of him.  
 

Billy Thomas - Goalkeeper - Young up and coming goalkeeper who will be 
pushing Lewis for a starting spot.  

 
Ben Hands - Defender - Returns to the club from a spell at Cinderford after 
suffering a serious knee injury. A strong lad at the heart of the defence is also 

capable of chipping in a few goals.  
 

Nathan Dennis - Defender - Signed from Frampton over the summer having 
impressed in preseason.  

 
Isaac Thurston - Defender - Another young lad making the step up to Southern 
league football having previously played for Brimscombe & Thrupp and Leonard 

Stanley FC.  
 

Toby Lawrence - Defender - Former Cheltenham Town U18s player looking to 
make progress in the Southern League with the Swans this season.  
 

Jack Spark - Defender - Joined recently on dual registration from Gloucester City 
Under 21 squad.           (FIELD REVIEW – 11)  



 

Aleks Novakovic - Defender - Aleks is a versatile 
young defender who joined us from Wantage 

Town mid-season.  
 

Rio Tomlin - Defender - Another of the talented 
Under-18s team that is looking to gain valuable 
experience with the first team squad.  

 
Myron Turner - Midfield - A popular member of 

the squad here a Thornhill Park, in his fifth season 
having previously played for Longlevens FC.  
 

Michael Ford - Midfield - Had a good season 
couple of seasons with the club, normally plays in midfield but can fill in at the 

back when needed. Recently had a spell playing and coaching in Iceland.  
 
Ben McLean – Midfield - Local lad formerly with Birmingham City as a youngster 

looking to bolster the Swans midfield this season.  
 

Johan Flo - Midfield - Young player with bags of talent that can play wide or 
through the middle, in his second season with the Swans previously with 

Brimscombe &Thrupp.  
 
Raiyan Ahmed - Midfield  - Young, dynamic midfielder who has progressed from 

the Under 18s to the Reserves and now looking at break into the first team.  
 

Don Ogbeifun - Midfield - Recently joined from Chippenham Town.  
 
Jordan Yeo - Striker - Pacey winger that can also play up front. Signed mid-

season from Western League Chedder FC, has previous experience with Frome 
Town and Brimscombe & Thrupp  

 
Jamie Martin - Striker - Another popular figure here at Thornhill Park, a very 
loyal player who has improved with age and now in his 12th season with the club. 

Jamie is a regular goal scorer with 82 goals in his 338 appearances.  
 

Will Hawes - Striker - Will has a very good eye for goal and is a very skilful 
player; he will be looking to notch plenty more for the Swans this season.  
 

Edjija Mbunga - Striker – Re-joined the club from a spell at Highworth Town. 
Pacey striker who can be a real handful in and around the penalty area.  

 
Marley Thomas – Striker - Returning to the Swans for a third spell. The pacy 
winger is fans favourite and looking to rekindle his goal scoring touch after spells 

away at Evesham United and Cinderford Town.  
 

Tom Speers - Interim Manager - Tom is currently in charge of the team on an 
interim basis after the departure of Lee Driver-Dickerson. He has bags of 
experience as a player having previously played for the club between 2010 and 

2013. Since retiring as a player in 2013 Tom has worked for the AC Milan Academy 
in Sydney before moving to Auckland.   (FIELD REVIEW – 12) 



 

There, he worked firstly as assistant manager at 
top-flight Eastern Suburbs, then manager at 

North Shore. Currently a OFA B / UEFA B Licence 
holder and looking to take his A license in the near 

future. A very popular and well-respected figure 
around the club.  
 

Tom Deakin - Coach - Deaks joined Slimbridge 
at the start of last season as first team coach. He 

arrived from Forest Green Rovers after 2 years 
with the academy and 14 years in total having 
also coached at Brimscombe and Thrupp working 

with both the first team and development sides.  
 

Adam Coyle - Coach - Adam is a long-term servant with the club, joining from 
the county youth scene to set up and manage the successful Under 18’s youth 
team and more recently managing the reserve side. Has bags of coaching 

experience and brings a new dimension to the first team.  
 

Tony Woodward - Sports Therapist - Tony has been with us for very many years 
and is a popular figure in the dugout. Keeps threatening to retire, but keeps 

turning up, Tony is also a qualified football referee.  
 
Eleanor McArdle - Physio - Ellie is in her second season with the club, she is also 

a keen track and field athlete. 

 

Thornhill Park – taken from the Slimbridge AFC website.  (FIELD REVIEW – 13) 

 
 



 

WHAT THE PAPERS SAY - 1 

 

 “WE SPOKE ABOUT IT IN THE DRESSING ROOM AFTERWARDS AND THE SEASON 
IS PROBABLY AT ITS END FOR US NOW.  IT IS GOING TO BE TOUGH TO GRAB 

6TH SPOT NOW. WE ARE FRUSTRATED, GUTTED AND SAD. WE HAVE LOST 11 
GAMES THIS SEASON AND THAT’S TOO MANY”. – The words of Ipswich Town’s 
Wes Burns, as quoted in The Sun on 4 April 2022, after admitting publicly that 

Ipswich’s promotion bid was “probably” over, following 
the 1-0 home defeat by Cambridge United. (See 

programme cover, left)  
 
Now if I was an Ipswich fan, I would not want to hear 

any of my players saying this publicly.  Fans talking 
among themselves about their team’s chances, like we 

all do, is one thing; most Ipswich fans probably DO 
think their promotion chances were all but gone after 
losing to Cambridge, but you don’t expect one of your 

own players to say it out loud too! I’d want my players 
to say, “Look, there are X games left, we will keep 

battling away, we will try & win them all & we’ll see 
what happens. We won’t give up trying until it is 
mathematically impossible”…….etc.  I would NOT want 

to hear my players admitting they were all but “on the 
beach” for the rest of the season!  

 
Bottom line is that – once again – Ipswich have found life in League One tougher 
than they expected, but at the same time, so have Sunderland, Portsmouth, 

Bolton, Sheffield Wednesday & Charlton Athletic – other bigger name clubs who 
now find themselves where they are because of past failures & who also find that 

getting back into the Championship simply doesn’t happen overnight……  
    ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
Meanwhile, all the hype over the recent Man City v Liverpool Premier League “title 

decider” clash began to build up: 
 

“WE PLAY NOW AGAINST THE BEST TEAM IN THE WORLD, BUT 
OF COURSE, WE WILL GIVE IT A TRY ANYWAY”.  The words of 
Liverpool boss Jurgen Klopp, as quoted in the Metro on 7 April 

2022. 
 

 “THERE’S OBVIOUSLY THAT EXTRA BUZZ ABOUT WHAT IT 
MEANS, BUT IT IS REALLY JUST ANOTHER GAME”. The words of 

Man City defender John Stones (pictured left), also in the Metro 
on 7 April 2022. 
 

In the end, it was a cracking 2-2 draw between (arguably) the 
two best sides in the country, in Europe & maybe even the world! You couldn’t 

split them on the day.   
 
Who is the better of the two?  Well, that is the hardest question of all to answer, 

even if you are a neutral.       FIELD REVIEW - 14 
 



 

WHAT THE PAPERS SAY - 2 

 

Liverpool are a fine, all-round side, but they did look a bit rattled at times at The 
Etihad, which is rare for them – and up front, they have some of the best strikers 

in football.  Man City, on their day, can stick 4 or 5 goals past ANYONE in football, 
but they do have an Achilles heel defensively and they will occasionally lose a 
game they shouldn’t before going back out the following week and putting 5 past 

whoever they’re facing.  You don’t see Liverpool losing games uncharacteristically 
like that. Liverpool will usually grind out a result even if they’re not at their best.  

 
So, what could possibly separate the two teams?  You can’t even say the two 
managers either, because both Pep Guardiola & Jurgen Klopp are at the top of 

their game & perhaps among the best handful of managers in the world. 
 

For me, it comes down to just ONE player who makes that little bit of extra 
difference for me, beating in mind that both Man City & Liverpool are chock full of 
world-class players, but I think there is ONE player who just has that little bit 

extra above any of his team-mates or any of the opposition and to me, I’ve 
thought for several years now that he is, IMHO, the best player in the world: 

 
KEVIN DE BRUYNE  
 

Meanwhile:              
“I HAVE BEEN A COACH SINCE 2005 & I’VE NEVER 

BEEN DEROGATORY ABOUT A FELLOW COACH. I 
PUT MYSELF IN THEIR POSITION. I UNDERSTAND 
THAT THERE ARE VARIOUS WAYS OF EXPRESSING 

YOURSELF AND PLAY EACH GAME.  WE CAN ALL 
HAVE AN OPINION, BUT EVERYONE HAS THEIR 

OWN WAY OF DOING THINGS AND I RESPECT MY 
COLLEAGUES, ALWAYS”.  The words of Atletico 
Madrid manager Diego Simeone (pictured left), as 

quoted in The Sun on 13 April 2022, ahead of 
Atletico’s 2nd leg Champions League tie v Manchester City. 

 
Well, I could fill a page about this bloke – who also resembles a Mafia gangster – 
and his “football team”, but I’d only repeat myself over & over again.  I watched 

a recording of the game & Atletico (as we kind of knew already) are the most anti-
football side we’ve seen in recent years.  They definitely have shades of 1970s 

Italy sides about them; their antics v Man City were appalling & they are little 
more than a bunch of thugs, whose ill-discipline in stoppage time could easily have 

resulted in more red cards than the one they got. It is a huge feather in City's cap 
that they were able to hold firm against repeated attacks and then keep their 
heads as Atletico were losing theirs, courtesy of head-butts, hair pulling, stamping 

& all the rest of it. 
 

Bottom line is that the cheats & thugs are out of Europe & good riddance to them 
& their dreadful manager.  The Man United job for Simeone, anyone??  Now that 
would be something, wouldn’t it?  
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AS REPORTED IN THE NON-LEAGUE PAPER… 

 
COLEMANBALLS! 
 

These are always good for a giggle, even if some of 
them are X years old! 

 
“WELL, THE GAME ISN’T OVER JUST YET, THERE IS 
STILL 83 MINUTES TO GO” – Swiss TV commentator. 

 
“THE EUROPEAN CUP, ALMOST 17 POUNDS OF 

SILVER THAT IS WORTH ITS WEIGHT IN GOLD” – 
Brian Moore 
 

“YOU COULD CUT THE ATMOSPHERE WITH A KNIFE; IT WAS SO ELECTRIC” – Brian 
Moore 

 
“MY FATHER WAS A MINER AND HE WORKED DOWN A MINE” – Kevin Keegan 
 

“IT WAS FOREST’S NIGHT ON TUESDAY, BUT IT LOOKS LIKE BEING LIVERPOOL’S 
NIGHT THIS AFTERNOON” – Peter Jones  

 
 “BULGARIA WERE QUITE LITERALLY NOT AT THE MATCH” – George Hamilton 

(FIELD REVIEW – 16)   
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Mangotsfield United 

are now using a 

minibus supplied by 

Kingswood 

Community 

Transport to transport 

players to away 

matches. 
 

 

Kingswood Community Transport is a registered charity & also a company limited 

by guarantee. Support, in large part, is received from the West of England 
Combined Authority. There is a signed Service Level Agreement between 

Kingswood Community Transport & West of England Combined Authority covering 
the services we provide for users & the community. Additional revenue comes from 
group hire, provided to affiliated user groups, and from charitable donations & 

other small grants. 
 

Volunteers play an absolutely essential part, and contribute in a major way, to the 
success of Kingswood Community Transport, and without their support only a 
fraction of the services that we deliver could continue to be delivered. Currently, 

there are over 40 volunteers helping Kingswood Community Transport to deliver 
its services covering driving vehicles, office support & helping group bookings etc. 

Kingswood Community Transport provides accessible vehicles for people who 
cannot easily use public transport or who are transport-disadvantaged. 
 

KCT’s Dial-&-Ride service will allow you to visit family & friends, do your shopping, 
keep your hairdressing appointments, keep medical appointments such as 

doctors, dentists, opticians, physiotherapy etc, play an active part in the 
community as you visit local community groups or just meet a few friends at a 
local cafe, restaurant or bar. 

 
The service also covers return trips to all hospitals, although there is an additional 

charge for this service. Please speak to the office for further information. 
 
To use our Dial-&-Ride and Doctors Shuttle services, you first need to become a 

member of Kingswood Community Transport. This is easy and costs a nominal fee 
of just £22.50 per year. 

 
If you are a holder of a Diamond Travel Card, then Dial-&-Ride and Doctors Shuttle 
trips with cost you £2.00 each way or £3.00 if trip over 5 miles. 

 
For all members without a Diamond Travel Card the cost is £3.00 each way or 

£4.00 if trip over 5 miles. 
 

For more information, please call 0117 961 6016. We are open Monday to Friday 
9am to 4:30pm, or visit https://www.kingswoodct.org.uk   (FIELD REVIEW – 18) 

https://www.kingswoodct.org.uk/
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MANGOTSFIELD UNITED FC FIXTURES 
 
DATES-FIXTURES-RESULTS-ATTENDANCES-SCORERS – SEASON 2021-2022 

 

THE PITCHING IN SOUTHERN LEAGUE DIVISION ONE SOUTH (PISL1S)  

 

14/08 SHOLING   PISL1S Home  0-2 126 

17/08 Evesham United   PISL1S Away  1-2 280 Own goal 

21/08 TAVISTOCK   FACPR Home  3-0 200 Nderemani 2, Towler 

28/08 PLYMOUTH PARKWAY PISL1S Home  0-6 147 

30/08 Bristol Manor Farm  PISL1S Away  0-2 311 

04/09 Frome Town   FAC1Q Away  0-1 392 

11/09 LARKHALL ATHLETIC PISL1S Home   1-4 222 Humphries 

18/09 Willand Rovers   PISL1S Away  1-1 095 Nderemani  

25/09 Highworth Town   PISL1S Away  0-2 143 

28/09 AFC TOTTON   PISL1S Home  0-5 103 

02/10 CINDERFORD TOWN  PISL1S Home  3-1 101 AF, WN, OH                                                                                                                         

05/10 MELKSHAM TOWN  LCR1 Home  0-6 093   

09/10 Willand Rovers   BFT2Q Away  1-2 138 Cattermole 

23/10 MELKSHAM TOWN  PISL1S Home  0-2 200 

30/10 Lymington Town   PISL1S Away  0-3 098 

06/11 PAULTON ROVERS  PISL1S Home  2-4 103 Simpson 2 -  

09/11 Bristol Manor Farm  GFAT Away  4-0 186 Simpson 2, WN,  DM 

13/11 BIDEFORD   PISL1S Home  3-1 125 Simpson 2, McBeam 

16/11 EVESHAM UNITED  PISL1S Home  3-2 145 Simpson 3 

20/11 Sholing    PISL1S Away  1-4 123 Humphries 

27/11 Frome Town   PISL1S Away  0-3 401 

04/12 BARNSTAPLE TOWN  PISL1S Home  2-2 128 Simpson McBeam (p) 

11/12 Cirencester Town   PISL1S Away  2-2 174 Simpson, McBeam (p) 

18/12 WINCHESTER CITY  PISL1S Home  2-4 127 WN, McBeam (p) 

27/12 BRISTOL MANOR FARM PISL1S Home  0-3 347 

01/01 Slimbridge   PISL1S Away  5-3 193 DM 2, HH, LS, JC 

08/01 HIGHWORTH TOWN  PISL1S Home  Postponed – waterlogged pitch  

15/01 Larkhall Athletic   PISL1S Away  Postponed – Larkhall in FA Trophy 

22/01 WILLAND ROVERS  PISL1S Home  2-2 158 Simpson, McBeam 

29/01  AFC Totton   PISL1S Away  0-3 592 

01/02 YATE TOWN   GFATSF Home   0-0 254 Lost 4-3 on pens  

05/02 Cinderford Town   PISL1S Away  0-3 151 

15/02 HIGHWORTH TOWN  PISL1S Home  Postponed – waterlogged pitch 

19/02 Melksham Town   PISL1S Away  3-3 346 Llea, JC, Simpson 

26/02 LYMINGTON TOWN  PISL1S Home  3-1 134 Simpson, OG, JC  

02/03 Larkhall Athletic   PISL1S Away  Postponed  

05/03 Barnstaple Town   PISL1S Away  1-2 214 Beardwell 

19/03 FROME TOWN   PISL1S Home  0-2 245 

22/03 HIGHWORTH TOWN  PISL1S Home  0-1 117    

26/03 Winchester City   PISL1S Away  1-2 424 Flynn 

02/04 CIRENCESTER TOWN  PISL1S Home          1-5 141 Regula 

09/04 Paulton Rovers   PISL1S Away  1-1 118 Flynn 

13/04 Larkhall Athletic   PISL1S Away  2-0 140 Llea, Nderemani 

16/04 Plymouth Parkway  PISL1S Away  ??? 

18/04 SLIMBRIDGE   PISL1S Home  ??? 

23/04 Bideford    PISL1S Away  ??? 

27/04     Play-Off Semi-Final 

30/04     Championship Matches 

02/05     Play-Off Final 

        

Key: AF – Andre Freckleton, OH – Owen Humphries, WN – Wayne Nderemani,  DM – Daniel McBeam, HH – 

Harry Haughton, LS – Luke Smith,  OG – Own goal 

JC – Joe Cattermole                                                        FIELD REVIEW - 20 



 

MUFC YOUTH TEAM NEWS 
          

South West Counties Youth League 

 More details for any of our youth teams can be found 

at https://fulltime.thefa.com 

 

With Yeovil being involved in both of the two remaining 
fixtures, the table positions looked highly unlikely to 

change as they were due to play both bottom and top 
clubs and were four points adrift of Bath City, but they 

held the league champions to a 1-1 draw to keep their sights on the fifth 
position very much alive as they have a superior goal difference over Bath 

City. They conclude their season with a match against bottom-placed New 
College Swindon, who have only picked up 3 points all season. In a bizarre 

twist, this match was awarded as a home walkover so Yeovil Town finished 
level on points with Bath City with a superior goal difference, but for some 

reason, the FA website has teams level on points organised in alphabetical 
order, so the table below shows as per league website. 
 

LEAGUE TABLE (Up to and including Saturday 9th April) 
 
       P  W D  L     PTS  GD 

1 Torquay United Youth U18  16 13 2  1 41  52  

2 Mangotsfield United Youth U18   16 12 1  3 37  52 

3  Bridgwater United FC U18  16 10  3  3 33  52 

4 Swindon Super Marine FC U18  16  8 2  6 26   1 

5 Bath City FC U18    16  7 3  6 24  13 

6 Yeovil Town FC U18   16  7 3  6 24  14 

7 Wimborne Town FC U18    16  5 0 11 15 -34 

8 Paulton Rovers FC U18    16  2 0 14  6  -79 

9 New College Swindon (Academy)  16  1 0 15  3 -71 

   

 

Congratulations to our youngsters on achieving the runners up position. 

 
A note has to be made that the team scored 77 goals, whilst conceding just 15 

goals and the team did not pick up a single red or yellow card! 
 

The team fielded no less than 48 players during the season in both league and cup 
fixtures. A full list of players appearances, goals scored etc is available on the FA 
Full time website (address above). 
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Western Counties Floodlight 
Youth League 

 

On 4 April, our youngsters lost their penultimate 
match v Clevedon Town in a close encounter at 

Cossham Street. “The Field” went 1-0 down in the 

12th minute after conceding a penalty & while both 
sides created goal-scoring opportunities, the 

result remained 0-1 at H/T. Mangotsfield pressed 
hard in the 2nd half, but Clevedon always looked dangerous on the break & 

in the 77th minute, a break from the visitors was not dealt with by the 
Mangos defence & Clevedon doubled their lead. Minutes later Clevedon 

were awarded another penalty, but this time home keeper Ashton Trott 
saved well to deny Freddie King his 2nd goal from the penalty spot. The final 

score was Mangotsfield 0 Clevedon 2.  
 

On the same evening, Weston Super Mare closed the gap on our youngsters 
after a 3-1 win over bottom placed Winscombe. 

 
Last week (11th April) Odd Down lost their final match of the season as they 

played host to Bristol Manor Farm who scored 4 for no reply as the Bristol 

outfit closed the gap to just 3 points on league leaders Clevedon Town. 
 

On the same evening our “Boyz” beat Street 2-1 to keep alive their hopes 
of finishing 3rd in the table. 

 
On paper Street can still pinch that third place from us, but they face two 

tough remaining fixtures, against the top two sides in the league, and 
require at least one win from these two games; because of their inferior 

goal difference, picking up a draw in both games would see them finish 
below us in the league. 

 
In other news, the Roger Stone Memorial Cup final was due to be played at 

Weston Super Mare on Wednesday 13th April KO 7.45 & was contested by 
PDL leaders Clevedon Town and Central Division leaders Paulton Rovers. 
 

PREMIER DIVISION LEAGUE TABLE (up to and Including Monday 11th April) 
 

      P W D L          GF       GA       GD     PTS 
1 Clevedon Town         10 9 0 1 44 12 32 27 
2 Bristol Manor Farm         10 8 0 2 40  7 33 24 
3 Mangotsfield United         12 6 0 6 24 21  3 18 
4 Street           10 5 1 4 20 23       -3 16  

5 Odd Down          12 5 1 6 19 39      -20 16 
6 Weston Super Mare         11 3 1 7 17 31      -14 10 
7 Winscombe          11 0 1        10 10 41      -31  1 
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Shaun Lecrass (pictured) writes: 
 

Following a very difficult season (or two or three) 
both on and off the pitch, it is hard to believe that 

this is our final fixture of the season.  
 
Unfortunately, the Supporters Club have not 

been as pro-active as we have been in previous 
seasons, partly due to the fact we have not been 

winning on “The Field”, which does make it very 
difficult to remain in a positive frame of mind, but 
also due to the lack of support at our organised 

event which was extremely poorly supported and 
this fund-raising event actually lost the Club 

money.  
 
It has been difficult to keep track with players, as 

the club have registered 49 players over the last 
season, yet alone changes in management, 

which should have happened, and then didn’t, 
which has caused a certain amount of uncertainty over the last couple of 
months….. which has had a negative effect on being able to support the Club 

financially. This has bought the existence of the Supporters Club to be discussed 
as it has, for years, been run by just a few of us, and without any extra help, 

it will be no longer possible to continue.  
 
Whilst I am unable to put the Club’s future plans in writing, I do believe there will 

be some major changes taking place over the next 24 months, as long as a few 
obstacles can be overcome and permission allowed by governing bodies like the 

Club Trustees, the local Council** and the FA.  
 
(** And should South Gloucestershire Council turn down any possible planning 

applications the Club or its representative submits, then there would also be the 
Right of Appeal to the Secretary of State, via The Planning Inspectorate - Editor)  

 
It is hoped that we will be able to hold a Supporters Club AGM during the 

close season and that the Football Club will be in a better position to confirm or 
dismiss some of the rumours that are doing the rounds at present. 
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We all know that we have been on a very strict 
playing budget, and with no Millionaires knocking 

on the door, I understand the club will be pushing 
hard for advertising and sponsorship next season 

to enable us to have a better playing budget 
going forward, in whichever league we end up in. 
It has been disappointing to finish the season in 

a relegation place, but as said before our budget 
has been a fraction of some of the clubs at the 

top of the league and for the most part, we have 
competed with those teams, but our inexperience 
has resulted in us conceding some very soft 

goals/penalties whilst we have not made the 
most of our attacking threats; but I do honestly 

feel that we have some very talented youngsters 
among our squad who, if we can keep them 
together, would form the backbone of our squad 

in future seasons. 
 

Clubhouse Improvements 
 

As regards the financial side of things, the Supporters Club have invested in 
several key areas over the last 18 months, but not necessarily things that are 
obvious to the eye. Following the Covid 19 pandemic & the re-opening of the club 

house, the TV Ariel and Satellite needed to be replaced, and along with a complete 
re-wire of the TV screens, the Supporters Club were able to fund the project. 

 
With huge thanks to the generosity of Tony Hannan, for supplying the majority 
of materials, and expertise of “Bert”, plus the help of our band of mid-week 

volunteers, the clubhouse, car park and grounds have brand new security cameras 
and we have had a major upgrade of our security system, which can now be 

operated and viewed remotely, whist our Broadband and WIFI coverage has been 
greatly improved at the same time.  
 

Lighting Improvements 
 

Hopefully, most of you would have noticed our car park security lights, exterior 
wall and stand lighting which, along with some of the interior lighting, have also 
been upgraded to energy-efficient bulbs and fittings, which will hopefully help 

combat the ever-increasing energy prices. This ongoing project will eventually see 
all of the interior lights and fitting replaced for energy efficient LED lighting.  

 
Other Improvements and Assistance 
 

On the subject of reducing the Club’s expenses, Yours Truly has taken over the 
transportation of the players to away matches by minibus and have been able to 

almost half the travel expenses for the Club. 
 
The “Hut Field” has seen plenty of attention and many brambles and wild growing 

vegetation has been tamed and we have recently been able to use the Field to 
host a couple of youth fixtures.     (FIELD REVIEW – 24) 



 

The Supporters Club have also funded skittle alley 
repairs & cleaning, carpet cleaning, helped towards 

general ground maintenance materials & provided 
new Christmas trees and decorations. During the two 

abandoned seasons, we also covered the cost of Club 
Physio fees. 
     

The 50 Club – and a reminder! 
 

On a positive note, the Grand Christmas Draw was a 
great success & raised over £200 towards the 
Supporters Club Funds, but our main income source 

is our monthly 50 Club, so I would like to thank 
everyone who has contributed to the draw, and 

would like to remind those who have participated 
that the final draw of the season takes place after 
today's final home match, so we would be grateful if 

any monies due could be paid up before the draw. 
IT Matters 

 
With the help of Dean Jenkins, it is hoped a new and more user-friendly website 

will be up and running for the start of next season. Dean has been involved with 
the running of our twitter account for the last couple of months and has also been 
instrumental in the introduction of our match-day team mascots that have been 

in attendance at our last few home games. In my personal view, these youngsters 
are the future of our club and I have personally heard a few mascots ask their 

parents if they can come along to further matches which will help to grow our 
home support and, just as important, our income potential. 
 

The Field Review  
 

I cannot finish this article without a special mention to Dave Smale who has 
produced this programme over the past season, after taking over the editorial role 
from his brother Bob. Between them, they have produced the “Field Review” for 

over 30 years and I can assure you they have been through many highs and lows 
in that time, but have certainly done more than their fair share for the club, and 

Dave has decided that it is now time for him to hand over the reins.   
 
To and to keep things in the family, Yours Truly (who is Bob’s nephew) will take 

over next season, but I would like to put on record that I will not even attempt to 
add as much content that my peers have included over the last three decades. 

 
And that’s about it for now! 
 

Finally, on behalf of the Supporters Club I hope you enjoy your summer and look 
forward to seeing you all next season, whichever league we may be playing in.  I 

would reiterate that whilst it may appear that not much is going on at the Club, 
we are entering a new era and some exciting new challenges lie ahead and I hope 
you will be part of those challenges! 

 
Yours Truly         Shaun Lecrass (Treasurer)  FIELD REVIEW - 25 
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(1) When I think back to those slightly strange March 2020 days 

where we knew Covid was about to have a large impact on our 

everyday lives, let alone Non-League football, for some reason, 
the NLP’s National Game Awards stick in the mind. 

 
We were all set to launch the build-up for the 2019-20 season, but, in that ever-
changing world, decided at the last minute to press the pause button. 

  
Let’s see what happens, we thought, and hopefully it won’t be long before we can 

kick it off. It soon became apparent we wouldn’t be holding the annual event! 

 

Eventually, for 2019-20, we did a virtual awards event (see the official logo 
above), while last season we decided not to do it at all. Although Step 1 completed 
a season - mostly behind closed doors - of course, the majority of Non-League 

didn’t play much (if at all) past October.  
 

But, after two disrupted seasons, the finish line is in sight for all. Titles 
are being won, promotions being decided, and we’re delighted to launch 
our NGAs again. 

  
And we need you! The awards are what they are because of the loyal 

support of our readers across the country.  
 
So, please, let us know who you think deserves to be honoured in our 

categories. 
 

Although date and venue are yet to be confirmed (keep your eyes peeled shortly), 
we can announce that Buildbase are once again our title sponsor this year, adding 
The NGAs to their current sponsorship of the FA Vase and FA Trophy. 

 
We’re hugely grateful for their support and we’re working closely with Buildbase 

for our much-loved Unsung Hero Award.   (FIELD REVIEW – 27) 



 

 
Pitching In, title sponsors of the Northern Premier, Southern and Isthmian 

Leagues, are backing our Step 3-4 Player of the Year, while Our Game Football 
will honour our Player of the Year.  

 
Huck Nets have once again put their name to the Goal of the Season accolade, 
while Reusch are also back — they couldn’t miss the chance to crown the season’s 

Goalkeeper of the Year. 
 

S&C Slatter return as well and they will once again present the Manager of the 
Year award while The Acerbis Cup Run of the year is always a hotly contested 
award. 

 
Our friends at Sportsbeat sign up once again – they didn’t need asking twice to 

support the Young Player of the Year. 
 
We love the William Hill Fan of the Year category and again we need your help 

with this one, while the SK Kits Team of the Year award honours one side for their 
herculean efforts this season. 

 
The FA are supporting the Community Club of the Year, while The NLP Lifetime 

Achievement award is one of our personal favourites. 
 
Football Supporters’ Association Away Day Experience of the year recognises the 

efforts clubs make to cater for travelling fans. 
 

Keep an eye on The NLP over the coming weeks as we bring you award-by-award 
guides as well as all the information you need to ensure the decanters end up in 
the right hands! 

Matt Badcock, Editor-at-large, The Non-League Paper 

(2) NORTHERN PREMIER League chairman Mark Harris has a good 
way of explaining the value of volunteers. 

 
If you offer a club £10,000 or ten volunteers, he poses, then the majority will take 
the volunteers without a second thought. Volunteers are so vital. 

 
They are the heartbeat that keep Non-League clubs going. Turn up at a random 

Non-League ground during the week, and the chances are pretty high that 
someone will be there, be it cutting the grass, adding a lick of paint to the fences 
– all done for the love of the game and their club. 
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We’ve seen the value of volunteers through the covid pandemic. The fact so many 
clubs were able to withstand the gates being shut for so long is, in the majority of 

cases, down to the selfless work of so many.  
 

It’s a reminder that Non-
League clubs will only thrive if 
they can find people to give up 

some of their spare time. 
 

People probably under-
estimate how they can help. 
It’s not only about weeding the 

terraces; there are so many 
different skills that are 

invaluable to clubs & transfer 
across from the world 

business, social media or many other different walks of life. Sometimes even just 

distributing a few leaflets advertising games around the town can make a big 
difference. 

 
We’re very excited to have the return of the annual National Game Awards this 

season. If you’ve seen a copy of the NLP recently, you’d have seen all about it.  
 
Among the individual and team awards for achievements on the pitch, there is a 

very special gong that never fails to raise a smile.  

 
Our title sponsors Buildbase are also putting their name to this year’s Unsung Hero 

award.  
 
Every club has that special person who goes above and beyond. Not that they do 

it for the pats on the back, but it’s nice to give them some recognition. 
 

We need your help to make sure this year’s Unsung Hero ends up in the most 
deserving hands. 
 

If you know of someone you think should be in the running, then please drop us 
a line.  

We’d love to hear all about the work they do at your club – and how valuable they 
are. Drop us a line at nlp@greenwayspublishing.co.uk 
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PHOTOCALL – PAULTON AWAY ON 9/4/22  
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All photos taken by Dave Smale     FIELD REVIEW - 32 



 

AND ANOTHER THING - 1!! 
 

And so we come to the end of another season here at MUFC – and it’s not been a 
very good one either, but we’ll see what happens in the summer & wherever we 

end up, we go again next season! 
 
This is also my final column as the un-named “Fan On The Terraces”; a 

column which first began in the 1993-94 season (and I think I moaned about the 
old Wimbledon FC in that first column!) when Bob & Dave were a heck of a lot 

younger than they are now!  Bob retired as Programme Editor last year, of course, 
& now Dave’s doing likewise, so I guess I’ll go too, but let’s do one more column 
before I put my flat cap on & start work on things like gardening, doing 

crosswords, walking the dog or just general pottering about! Or will I get bored?     
 

FIRST BATCH OF QUICKIES: Well, as I just 
mentioned the old Wimbledon FC, I may 
as well mention the new lot too, and yes, we 

had another hate-filled, toxic AFC Wimbledon 
v MK Dons clash last week. One MK fan was 

wrestled to the ground after invading the 
pitch; flares were thrown by MK fans and 
there was trouble at the local train station 

too.  Yes, we all know the history between 
these two sides, and maybe it will never stop 

between the fans.  The AFC fans despise the 
MK fans for being the franchise hangers-on 
relating to the move to Milton Keynes by the 

old Wimbledon club, and the MK fans despise 
the AFC fans because they’re hated by them 

in the first place!  Maybe it’s high time games 
between these 2 clubs were played behind 
closed doors all the time?? 

 
Meanwhile, I see that the AFC programme cover (pictured left) at least mentions 

the MK Dons now!  Go back a few years & the name of the opposition was left off 
the cover & local radio commentators at AFC wouldn‘t even mention the MK Dons 
whenever they had the ball!  They’d just stay silent until AFC re-gained possession 

again!  Well, I thought that was pathetic then & still do, but it really is high time 
these two clubs buried the hatchet (well, not literally) and encouraged everyone 

to get on with each other – but the fans never will accept it all, will they?  So play 
it behind closed doors until they do!.......Meanwhile, it does make you wonder 

what is going on at Bristol City, especially after the poor 1-1 home draw v 10-
man, practically-relegated Peterborough last week.  Posh 
manager Grant McCann said his side “should have been 

4-0 up at the break” and City boss Nigel Pearson (pictured 
right) responded to all the boos by City fans at the end 

with, “With 5 games left, the players will either be here 
next season or they won’t. That goes for me as well”.  
Does that sound like a manager who might just decide to walk?  It does to me......  
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AND ANOTHER THING - 2!! 
 

SECOND BATCH OF QUICKIES: Chelsea & England 
star Mason Mount recently conceded that his 

poor form of late (and Chelsea losing heavily at home 
to Real Madrid & Brentford) was because his hair was 
too long, so he went & got himself a new fancy haircut 

(not as short as the one in the picture left, though, 
that’s an older photo of him) and what happens?  

Chelsea go & win 6-0 at Southampton & Mount scores 
twice!  So, there’s the answer then to your change in 
fortunes – have a trim!  

Although with those 
shaven sides he used 

to have, there’s more than a hint of Peaky Blinders 
in there too, don’t you think? (Peaky Blinders’ 
Tommy Shelby is picture right)…….Meanwhile, the 

car crash that Manchester United appear to 
have become rumbles on, with another shoddy & 

passionless performance at Everton last week, 
where they lost 1-0 against the relegation-
threatened Toffees. Mind you, United would do a lot 

better if they put as much passion into their actual 
play as they do into their complaints to the referee 

& his assistants! But in all seriousness, if United do have a new manager in the 
summer, because the interim manager Ralf What’s-His-Name is having no effect 
at all, then a mass clear-out is needed, all areas of the pitch too, but I’d say the 

first one who has to go is Paul Pogba, who you would never think is a World Cup 
winner.  He tends to play anything but like a World Cup winner, but most of that 

United side are playing just as bad as he is…….And one thing that did make me 
laugh the other day was how some radio pundits talked of the “local rivalry” 
between Blackburn Rovers & Blackpool, after the two sides drew 1-1 at Ewood 

Park last week.  Yes, it IS a local derby – the two sides are only about 30 miles 
apart, maybe slightly less; but Blackburn’s TRUE rivals are Burnley, and 

Blackpool’s TRUE rivals are Preston; and remember, 
the city of Preston is geographically NEARER to 
Blackburn than it is to Blackpool!               

 
TALKING OF BLACKBURN, I noticed recently some old 

Blackburn programmes available on E-bay, including 
the one on the right from 1969-70. Now bearing in 

mind their colours have always been blue & white 
HALVES, I wonder why they did a programme cover 
years ago featuring blue & white QUARTERS?  At first 

glance, I thought it was a BRISTOL Rovers cover, not 
Blackburn…..and speaking of programmes on E-

bay, did you realise that some of our programmes 
THIS SEASON are available to buy on E-bay? Just 
tap “Mangotsfield United 2022”` into E-bay. 

 
         FIELD REVIEW - 34 



 

AND ANOTHER THING - 3!! 
 

Whoever is selling them is not Bristol-based, but they do say this about the last 
programme v Cirencester Town: 

    
“Good Condition. This is the official programme printed by a 3rd party 
service and not by the club. Very nicely produced programme which will 

be a collector’s item. Full colour throughout with the cover on 120gsm 
matt and finished with stapling, folding, trimming and a nice square edge 

down the spine. Will be packaged in a hard-backed envelope for posting.” 
 
Nice comments there then! So, there you go – even though our programme this 

season is on-line only, it IS possible to get paper copies then, if you’re willing to 
pay up to a fiver for a copy, including postage.  As for next season, I gather that 

the Programme Editor-In-Waiting has been looking at the possibility of paper 
programmes of some kind again next term, but there are lots of ifs & buts at the 
moment, not least the scenario of what league we will actually be playing in! 

 
THIRD BATCH OF QUICKIES: Now of course, in the final programme of every 

season, we normally include a crowd cartoon image that we “borrowed and 
adapted” from a rival club’s programme many, many 
years ago; and in that cartoon, the Editor always included 

a few funnies, some memorable instances through that 
season & anything else appropriate to fill all the voice 

bubbles on the picture. However, I’m told the Editor has 
no plans to include the cartoon this season in today’s final 
programme (pictured left), simply because nothing 

memorable has happened this season! Point 
taken.......Which reminds me, whatever happened 

to the “Player of the Season” award this season? In 
the past, there would always be voting slips included in 
the programme & you’d hand them in to the Club Shop. 

Of course, there’s been none of that this season, seeing 
as the programme has been on-line only, but then again, 

as someone said to me recently: “Player of the Season? 
I’m still trying to recognise everyone!!”  Again, point taken, very much so! 
 

MEANWHILE, I SEE THAT NEIL WARNOCK 
RETIRED THE OTHER DAY, which prompted the 

picture on the left to appear on social media! I 
can believe it too – but let’s be honest, I can’t 

see Warnock being retired for too long. Roy 
Hodgson retired last year, but he was back 
again a few months later because managers 

like him & Neil Warnock just cannot leave the 
game alone. It’s in their blood & they get 

restless being home all day long, pottering 
around in the garden, going to garden centres 
& so on.  Neil Warnock will be back, I’m sure, 

and perhaps he is the best manager that Bristol 
City NEVER had?       FIELD REVIEW - 35                   



 

AND ANOTHER THING - 4!! 
 

IT’S GOT NOTHING TO DO WITH FOOTBALL!! Well, there’s so much I could put 
into this last part of the column, with everything that has been going on lately, so 

let me just mention one thing – You have a war going on in Europe, with many 
innocent people being killed, you have rising prices for practically everything in 
life now, millions of people feeling the pinch & then last week, you had the multi-

million-dollar, showbiz Florida wedding of Brooklyn Beckham & his fiancée, whose 
name escapes me. These two have done nothing in their lives, except they’re 

famous for having famous & extremely rich parents, and then the happy couple 
drove off afterwards in a £500,000 car (!), a wedding gift from the Beckhams.  
Lucky them, I guess, but I wonder if these people even know what it’s like to live 

in the real world any more? I doubt it! Mustn’t forget also that they also had 
Gordon Ramsey in as a guest or was he meant to do the catering? A chef who is 

famous for swearing. Each to their own, I guess! 
 
FINAL THOUGHTS: Interesting to read of 

the death of 93-year-old ex-Bristol City 
keeper Con Sullivan the other day.  

Former MUFC Programme Editor Bob Smale 
told me in a text, “Blimey, I saw this keeper 
playing for City between 1951 & 1953. Hell, 

I’m getting old!” We all are, Bob, that’s for 
sure!..... And that’s why it’s time for me 

to stand down, just like Dave Smale, this 
season’s Programme Editor, who is 
DEFINITELY standing down.  The thing is, 

though, in MY case, I’m a bit of a Roy Hodgson 
when it comes to football matters.  Roy retired 

& was back again a few months later and I 
might just get itchy feet as well, you never 
know, so it is POSSIBLE that you may not 

quite have seen the last of the FIELD 
MARSHALL in the pages of the FIELD REVIEW. 

Ask me again in August!  But for now, thanks 
for reading all my ramblings these past 30-
odd years. We may well meet again!!            

 
THE FIELD MARSHALL           

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
 

MANGOTSFIELD UNITED FOOTBALL CLUB are grateful to Gary Hillard of the local 
family-run business Doug Hillard 
Sports for DONATING our FIRST 

TEAM KIT for this season. 
Located just 2½ miles away at 

647 Fishponds Road, this Sports 
shop supplies our Club Shop with 
much of our stock. THANK 

YOU!!     FIELD REVIEW - 36 



 

    



 

            



 

           
 
 



 

 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Thank you all for your support this season which, 

we know, has been a difficult one on the pitch for 

the Club.  Have a great summer and we hope to 

see you all again next season, regardless of where 

we will end up. 

 

If it’s not the Southern League, then we’ve 

enjoyed the ride for most of the past 22 years; if 

we are somewhere else, then let’s give it a go and 

rise to the occasion!  

 

Pre-season friendlies should start in July, so we 

hope to see you all then. Keep an eye on the 

website for updates. 

 

PLEASE SUPPORT MANGOTSFIELD UNITED 

FOOTBALL CLUB – YOU KNOW IT MAKES SENSE!  

 

Best wishes for the summer from Dave Smale, 

signing off as MUFC Programme Editor……  



 

       
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   


