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THE RUGBY FOOTBALL UNION last
month (November) announced its
annual results for the year ended June
30, 2010.

In summary the highlights for the year
were:

- Turnover decreased £7.2m from £119.2m
to £112m

- Operating profit decreased by £6m from
£31.8m to £25.8m

- Profit before tax decreased by £7.1m from
£9m to £1.9m

- Retained loss £1.1m against retained
profit of £6.2m in 2008/9

- Net worth increased by £11.7m to £162.4m
- £22.8m invested in grassroots club
facilities

RFU Finance Director Nick Eastwood said:
“Although down on a strong 2008-09, the
past year was in line with expectations. Total
revenue was £112m, down £7.2m from
£119.2m in 2008-9 but this was mainly due
to having three instead of four Investec
Internationals and two instead of three RBS
6 Nations home games, which meant a
£7.9m decrease in ticket income, from
£29.2m to £21.3m.

“Despite the Twickenham match
schedule and the economic environment,
we delivered a strong financial
performance, thanks largely to the RFU’s
cost reduction programme agreed early in
2009 to respond to the challenges posed by
the global recession.

“Last year’s results clearly showed the

England’s Rugby World Cup star
Margaret Alphonsi has been named
Sunday Times Sportswoman of the Year.

The 26-year-old England and
Saracens flanker picked up the
accolade at a star-studded reception in
central London, having fought off
opposition from six of Britain’s finest
female athletes: world champion
gymnast Beth Tweddle, cyclist Emma
Pooley, Commonwealth swimmer Fran
Halsall, Olympian skeleton rider Amy
Williams and heptathlete Jessica Ennis.

After nominations were released, it
was the public vote that
overwhelmingly crowned Alphonsi
Sportswoman of the Year. She won the
heart of the public during September’s
Women’s Rugby World Cup, which saw a record
breaking 30,000 people attend the tournament
over five match days.

Alphonsi has 49 England caps and won
national acclaim for her ferocious tackling as
England reached the final, her second
successive final appearance. She was named
Woman of the Match in the tournament opener
against Ireland and also went on to be
shortlisted as Player of the Tournament.

Alphonsi said: “Picking up this award is a
huge shock because the calibre of other
athletes I was up against was so high. What

RFU’S STRONG FINANCIAL PERFORMANCE
strength of the Union’s year-round business
starting to come through, with our
Conference and Events, London Marriott
Hotel Twickenham and Virgin Active Classic
Health Club business jointly delivering
£10.4m in 2009/10, up from £3m.”

Investment in the grassroots of the game
has been maintained despite the pressure on
costs caused by the recession and Eastwood
added: “We have continued our substantial
investment in Community Rugby which in
total was approximately £21m. The increase
has been boosted by two major Government-
funded programmes: the Community Rugby
Coaches scheme and the
Approved Coaching
Centres which received
funding in 2009/10 of
£2.4m and £1.2m
respectively. These are a
very significant addition
to our coaching and
coach development
resources and we are
grateful to the
Government for their
continued support.”

RFU Chief Executive
John Steele said: “The
strong financial
performance of the
past year in a period of
economic downturn
has seen the strength
of the RFU’s balance

SUNDAY TIMES SPORTSWOMAN OF
THE YEAR 

makes it so special is that it is decided by the
public vote, and that means a lot to me. It just
shows what a fantastic rugby community is out
there.

“I am, however, only in this position because
of my fantastic 25 World Cup team mates who
all played a massive part in this success.
Unfortunately we didn’t win the world cup but
we got very close and we played some great
rugby along the way.”

Alphonsi was also shortlisted alongside her
teammates for Team of the Year.

Nick Eastwood

£10m for the Premiership Rugby clubs, which
includes fees and bonuses paid to England
senior and Saxons players, and £2.3m invested
in the RFU Championship, with £800,000
going to clubs in the Anglo-Welsh LV= Cup.

“We must be mindful that economic
challenges lie ahead and that we must invest
wisely. The RFU has one goal as the governing
body of rugby union in England and that is to
support and develop the game at all levels
across the country. This means putting rugby
at the heart of everything we do and ensuring
that we not only drive our revenues as a
business but consider carefully how we invest
to maximise the benefits to the game.”

You can see the whole report at:
rfu.com/annual report

sheet continue to grow and net worth
increase. We have had a strong year of
trading from all of our businesses and for the
full year show revenues of £112m, the highest
ever with the equivalent match programme.

“At the same time it is crucial to note that
the RFU’s core purpose is not to make profits
but to invest in growing and developing the
game at all levels so over that cycle we are
not looking to maximise shareholder return
but ensure we are building the rugby
infrastructure for the future.

“This has seen £22.8m invested in clubs
facilities over the year across all levels of the

game, with the RFU helping to
improve pitches,
clubhouses and
changing rooms,
floodlighting, disability
access, ground
maintenance equipment,
heating systems, kitchens
and the like.
“Our investment in the

professional game has
been some £25m in total.
We invested £11.5m in the
Elite Rugby Department,
which covers all England
teams and their
management, Elite
Coaching, Refereeing and
Sports Science and
Medicine.
“There was also funding of

Julia Hutton

THE AZZURI RETURN
TO TWICKENHAM
TICKETS ON SALE NOW FOR RBS 6 NATIONS MATCH

ITALY will be the first
visitors to Twickenham
Stadium in the 2011 RBS
6 Nations championship
when they take on
Martin Johnson’s
England on Saturday 
12 February.

The Azzuri have gone
from strength to strength
since joining the Six
Nations competition in
2000 and will be looking to
build on an already growing
reputation as they prepare
for the 2011 Rugby World Cup. The current Italian squad boasts some world-class talent,
and coach Nick Mallett will be looking to the likes of Leicester Tigers Martin
Castrogiovanni, Stade Français’s Sergio Parrise and Mirco Bergamasco of Racing Métro to
inspire his side when they face an England team who impressed during the recent Investec
Internationals.

Tickets for England v Italy at Twickenham are on sale now with 50% discounts for U16s,
available from www.rfu.com/tickets. The match provides one of the final opportunities to
watch England compete on the international stage ahead of the 2011 Rugby World Cup in
New Zealand.

England Team Manager Martin Johnson said: “There is always a great deal of
expectation surrounding the RBS 6 Nations, and this championship will be no different.
The Italians will be a big test for us when they come to Twickenham, and its up to us to
make sure we continue the form we showed in the recent Investec Internationals, and
rise to that challenge.”

Maggie Alphonsi
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WHEN SQUADRON LEADER PETER WHITING, Royal
Air Force RFU Council member, arrived back from a six
month stint at Regional Command South in
Afghanistan’s Kandahar Province, he was very aware of
all the other servicemen still serving in the region and
how much their families would be missing them.

His own family, wife Michelle and daughters ten-year-old
Annabelle and Emma, aged six, were delighted to have him
safely home and soon after his arrival they discovered that
England Rugby Junior Supporters Club (JSC) member
Annabelle had been chosen as a mascot for the England v
Australia Investec International.

While Peter and Michelle worried how she would fare
running out with Lewis Moody in front of a cheering 82,000
Twickenham crowd, Annabelle took it all in her stride before
heading back to sit with Grandad Bill Dawes. Sister Emma
watched her on TV and was suitably impressed.

One of the biggest benefits of being a JSC member is the
chance to be an England mascot and membership of the
recently relaunched club is now just £5 for a year. Visit
rfu.com/FanZone/jsc or call Membership Services on 
0871 663 1863.
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The Rugby Football Union has demonstrated this season that rugby
remains a strong proposition in the commercial marketplace with
multiple new and renewal partnerships signed in the last few weeks.
Deals span from the drinks business to fashion, insurance, hotels and
luxury goods.

Renewal deals have been confirmed with Nintendo, Wolf Blass Wines,
Bollinger Champagne.

Nintendo UK has extended its partnership with the RFU through to
2012. The innovation games brand enjoys a range of rights on a match
day including a popular interactive environment in the West Car Park.

Wolf Blass, part of the Fosters Group, has renewed its contract with
the Rugby Football Union (RFU) to be the Official Wine Supplier to the
RFU and England Rugby. The two year deal will take forward and
develop existing rights up to June 2012.

Bollinger Champagne has renewed again, this time for 5 years.
Bollinger is the official champagne of England rugby with some
associated rights including a facility in the West Car Park at Twickenham
Stadium which has become a match day favourite in recent years.

Diageo Great Britain strengthened its relationship with rugby for its
Guinness brand in Great Britain by announcing a series of international
sponsorship deals. Building on the success of the Guinness Premiership,
the brand will now engage with a wider rugby audience with a
comprehensive experiential campaign and have become the Official
Responsible Drinking Partner of the RFU. 

The RFU is also proud to announce a long term partnership with Eden
Park as the Official Formalwear provider to England Rugby and the RFU.

RUGBY – A SPORT THAT DELIVERS
The stylish, French fashion brand has tailored an exclusive collection of
bespoke formalwear for the England teams as part of a six year
partnership.

In addition, high end international brand Tag Heuer is now the official
watch of England Rugby

At the grassroots end of the game, Marsh has extended their long
term involvement with the RFU and become an official partner of the
community game. The insurance experts will from this season be
supporting key programmes including Scrum Factory and the RFU
Leadership programme to support grassroots rugby and England’s
1600 clubs.

For the younger rugby fans, leading flavoured milk drink brand Yazoo
extended its RFU Yazoo Primary School Programme contract for a
further two years, cementing the brands commitment to supporting
grassroots sports in the UK until 2012.

And finally, InterContinental Hotels Group (IHG) signed a four year
partnership deal with RFU. The non-exclusive partnership makes IHG an
official hotel supplier to the RFU and will assist the England team and
RFU staff when travelling.

Paul Vaughan, Business Operations Director, RFU said: “Rugby
attracts a high quality group of passionate players and fans of over
nine million across England. It is a growing sport with a strong
reputation and the ability to deliver value and results to partners and
illustrates how rugby is a healthy proposition in the commercial world.
The impressive number of recent extensions and renewals shows that
rugby performs for the partners we work with across the board.”

ANNABELLE CELEBRATES DAD’S RETURN

ENGLAND SQUAD MEMBERS dropped in at
Twickenham’s Rugby Store to meet the fans and sign
autographs during their busy Investec Internationals
programme. Captain Lewis Moody was delighted to get to
know one little fan.

ENGLAND
MEET AND
GREET

Dave Barton
IT’S ALL APP-ENING AT THE RFU
The RFU recently launched its free iPhone app on iTunes. The
Official RFU iPhone app, sponsored by O2, is the best way to stay in
touch with English Rugby, from grassroots to the England Team.
iPhone users can follow England games on their
phone with real-time text commentary and score
updates and settle pub arguments with instantly
updated team line ups and match statistics.

In the www.rfu.com/FanZone/iPhone_app
Fan Zone section, supporters at Twickenham
Stadium for games can find their way around
the seats, pubs, bars and landmarks of
Twickenham and the surrounding area. They can
also buy tickets online from their phone and get
access to Priority tickets to selected matches
with O2 as well as other exclusive offers. There
are also quick links to the official RFU social
media communities.

In addition the live news feed, exclusive videos
and audio interviews, all updated in real-time
from rfu.com, mean supporters will never be out
of touch with what’s happening in the England
camp and in the game around the country. The
next phase of the app will include full access to
the fixtures and results service for the whole
game meaning grassroots players and club
supporters can also keep up to date on the
fortunes of clubs from Bishop Auckland to Bude
and Shrewsbury to Scarborough.

RFU Head of Digital Media Nick Shaw said: “In the past few
months we have really put some effort into getting the 
RFU and England Rugby out in to the social media space. We now

have an active Facebook site of over
155,000 followers, a Twitter feed
with 1200 followers and a dedicated
YouTube channel. An interactive
iPhone app was the next obvious
step and we, along with the app’s
developers ‘the OTHER media’ have
made sure it has absolutely
everything in it so rugby supporters
up and down the country can now
download, for free, everything they
need to know about the game. And
we have a clear development plan
for the app which will keep it fresh
and current over the next few
months and years.”

The Official RFU iPhone app,
sponsored by O2, is available for
download now on iTunes. Go to the
App Store home page and just
search for Official Rugby Football
Union App. Network charges and
terms apply.

Annabelle with her father at Twickenham Walking out as mascot with Lewis Moody
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ENGLAND
WARM-UP
GAMES

LIFE’S A BEACH AT 2011 EMIRATES
AIRLINE LONDON SEVENS 
SUN, SAND AND SEVENS will be the
name of the game when Twickenham
Stadium opens its doors to the
world’s rugby talent for the Emirates
Airline London Sevens on May 21st
and 22nd 2011.

Last year’s Guinness World Record
breaking superhero themed event, Sevens
fans at Twickenham broke the Guinness
World Record for the number of people
dressed as superheroes in one place,
attracted 80,000 fans over the two days.
The target for 2011’s beach themed Sevens
tournament is to break the 100,000 fan
attendance barrier, so dig out the flip-flops
and sombreros and enjoy the London leg
of the HSBC World Sevens Series in style.

The party atmosphere generated by the
fans in the stands is unique in the
Twickenham calendar and with Hawaiian
shirts galore, beach-themed competitions
and entertainment throughout, the 2011
event is sure to be a cracker.

The two-day tournament will see 16
international sides play more than 12 hours
of free-flowing, high-scoring rugby with

HSBC Sevens World Series points at stake.
Australia clinched the London Sevens

silverware last season but England will be
out to recapture the title they won in
thrilling style at Twickenham in 2009, when
they scored in sudden-death extra time to
defeat New Zealand.

England Sevens head coach Ben Ryan
said: “The Emirates Airline London Sevens
is booming and each year the crowds keep
on growing – the atmosphere generated at
Twickenham is electric. Everyone has a
great time and the 2011 Beach Party will be
a lot of fun.”

Tickets are available now via
rfu.com/tickets and start from just £15 for
adults and £5 for juniors.

To find out about the tournament check
out: rfu.com/londonsevens

The eight-event HSBC Sevens World
Series kicked off when England travelled to
the Emirates Airline Dubai Sevens
(December 3-4) and the Emirates Airline
South Africa Sevens in George (December
10-11).

Simon Mills

Last month before England took on South Africa
at Twickenham, Rob Andrew, RFU Director of Elite
Rugby was supporting the National Youth
Council’s Youth Survey 2010 as members of the
Youth Council were out promoting it among
young fans.

The survey aims to give a voice to youth
involved in rugby and has been rapidly getting
responses from young people nationwide. The
information will be reported back to the
Community Game Board in the new year. 

Rob has supported the National Youth Council
and attended their last meeting. Said Youth
Council member Adam White, “It’s great to see
such a key player in the rugby world getting
involved and showing such an interest in what
young people have to say”.

The youth survey can be found at
rfu.com/youthsurvey and closes on Christmas
Day 2010 so log on to get your voice heard.

Rugby clubs across the country are being encouraged to submit
their entries to the fifth annual RFU President’s XV Awards before
admission closes. 

The Awards, supported by QBE, Official Insurance Partner of the
RFU and England Rugby, were launched in October. Entries for this
year’s Awards will close on 1st February 2011.

The President’s XV Awards seek to identify and reward initiatives that
promote the development of rugby at a grassroots level. The winning
club in each of the 15 categories receives £500, with two highly
commended projects in each category receiving £100 for their club. 

The categories cover a range of areas from recruiting volunteers,
referees and coaches to developing facilities and increasing the
number of women and girls playing rugby. All entrants must
demonstrate an outstanding contribution to the development of
grassroots rugby through innovative methods and creative thinking.

This season also sees the introduction of the ‘One New Team’
category to the Awards recognising innovative ways in which clubs
create new teams.

The judging panel consists of RFU President Richard Appleby,
Immediate Past President John Owen, Junior Vice President Willie
Wildash, Rugby Football Union for Women President Gill Burns,
England’s most-capped player Jason Leonard, Paul Morgan, editor of
Rugby World Magazine and Danny Grainger from QBE.

For further details on the President’s XV scheme visit
rfu.com/presidentsxv or www.qberugby.com. 

RFU PRESIDENT’S XV AWARDS, SUPPORTED BY QBE

YOUTH SURVEY –
GET INVOLVED
LIKE ROB!

ENGLAND have confirmed they will
prepare for Rugby World Cup 2011 with
three warm-up games in August next year.

Team Manager Martin Johnson’s side will
face Wales at Twickenham Stadium on
Saturday, August 6, with the return game
taking place at the Millennium Stadium on
Saturday, August 13. They travel to face

Ireland at the Aviva Stadium in Dublin on
Saturday, August 27 before departing for
New Zealand the following week.

Johnson said: “These three games are an
important element in our build-up to Rugby
World Cup 2011and they should be
excellent contests.”

Simon Mills

CLUBS
STEELE RETURNS
TO TABARD
TABARD RFCwere delighted to entertain John Steele, Martyn Thomas, Gary
Henderson and Rob Udwin from the RFU, along with a contingent of county union’s
representatives, during recent roadshow in Hertfordshire.

Before the London One North match against Stevenage, Tabard served a four-course sit-
down luncheon for a total of 90 diners. And just before kick-off John Steele, the RFU Chief
Executive, was pleasantly surprised to be presented with a framed photograph of the match in
which he played for Northampton against Tabard in the third round of the Pilkington Cup in
1992: the last time he had visited Cobden Hill.

John was impressed by the one-club ethic and integrated nature of Tabard RFC with all
sections of the club being represented at the lunch, from minis through to seniors and the
womens’ first XV.

Club President Ross Hopcroft spoke of the dynamic youth and mini section which was only
established in 1996 and has grown significantly under the enthusiastic leadership of its Chair,
Laura Jo Pearce.

Hugh Godwin 

RFU Chief Executive John Steele being presented with his framed photograph
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GOLDEN OLDIES IN
PERPIGNAN

CHELTENHAM
VOLUNTEERS
CELEBRATE
ROYAL AWARD 

HAVING provided a large contingent of supporters at Sale
Sharks matches in recent seasons Glossop RFC enjoyed the boot
being on the other foot when the Sharks visited their Hargate Hill
Lane headquarters. 

Following Sale Sharks Big Night Out, which was part of the
Printerland.co.uk Promotes Rugby Programme, the rugby club that
brought the most supporters to the Sale Sharks v Newcastle
Falcons clash won the entire Sale Sharks Squad for an evening
and Glossop topped the list.

Hundreds of Glossop members and local fans greeted the arrival
of the Sales Sharks squad, including international stars Matthew
Tait and Dwayne Peel. The senior men’s and women’s teams, plus
four age groups were out training and the Sale Sharks players
coached the teams and passed on expert knowledge, whilst
sharing a laugh with Glossop members.

Glossop players and supporters turned out in droves to enjoy the
experience and the evening finished up in the warm club house
with Sale’s stars signing posters, rugby balls and shirts. 

ENGLAND U16s
team member and
former Andover RFU
Youth Academy
player Alex Bradley
was recently
presented with a
certificate of
achievement from
Test Valley Borough
Council by Mayor
Chris Lynn

The incentive,
introduced this year
by the Test Valley
Mayor, is to celebrate
the success of local
people who have
achieved something significant within Test Valley.

Mayor Chris Lynn commented “It’simportant that Alex’s
selection into the England U16s rugby team last season is
formally recognised and I am very pleased to be able to
present him with his Certificate of Achievement.”

In addition to the Mayor’s award, Alex’s was also presented
with the Robbie Keast Rose Bowl by Hampshire RFU
Immediate Past President Mike Glogg, who said, “Alex didn’t
start playing rugby until he was 11 but at fourteen he joined
Andover Rugby Club and very soon gained a place in the
London Irish Academy. When Alex played for the England 16
group in April he was voted the ‘Under 16 Young England
Player of the Year’ due to his fantastic attitude and exemplary
sportsmanship. We are immensely proud of his achievements
and the way he has represented Hampshire’.

KIDDERMINSTER
CAROLIANSmade an
historic presentation to
their sporting
neighbours
Kidderminster Harriers
football club to
commemorate perhaps
the biggest match in the
club’s history.

Kidderminster Carolians,
turning out as a
Kidderminster & District
XV, played what could well
have been the first, floodlit
rugby match against
famous neighbours Moseley at the Harriers’ Aggborough
ground in February 1953.

Having been given permission by Kidderminster Harriers
to train under their floodlights, the Harriers being among
the first teams to install floodlights, the Carolians organised
the match against Moseley to raise funds for the Harriers
and say thank you. 

A match programme reveals that Kidderminster brought
in ‘special guests’ John Gwilliam, the Welsh captain who at
the time taught at Bromsgrove School, Gwyn Beavan a

MEMORIES FLOODING BACK

SHARKS DROP IN ON GLOSSOP

MORE THAN 60 VOLUNTEERS, mainly mini and
juniors parents, gathered at Cheltenham Rugby Club’s
Newlands Park to celebrate receiving the Queens
Award for Voluntary Service 

Newlands Park, a sports, leisure and business venue, were
launching a new Three Year Development Plan to improve
the current facilities and provide new changing rooms and a
floodlit all weather pitch. 

Lord Lieutenant of Gloucestershire, Dame Janet Trotter,
was principal guest and she told of her own 50 years of
volunteering, encouraging volunteers to continue their
excellent work. Long standing volunteer, Steve Guilford read
the citation from the Queen, and reminded everyone that
the award was given for ‘providing sporting facilities for
young people in the community’.

Steven Ratcliffe, Chairman Cheltenham Rugby Club and
Newlands Park, thanked all the volunteers and Simon Dove,
Chairman of the rugby club’s minis and juniors section,
responded that parents were proud of having such a
fantastic venue for their children.

The new Volunteer Development Plan incorporates a
number of new fund raising events, including a Charity
Picnic Ball in May and a Firework Display next November,
together with a Tree Planting Scheme, part of an
Environmental Plan to reduce CO2 emissions.

Cambridge Blue and
Gloucester player, and
players from other North
Midlands clubs. Moseley’s
side was boosted by
legendary Welsh
international Clem Thomas,
playing as a guest. Despite
vigorous and vocal support
from the thousand plus
crowd, Kidderminster went
down brave 31-3 losers to
the powerful Moseley.

Kidderminster stalwart Jim
Bennett, who played against
Moseley, recalled that the

Daily Express picked up on the story reporting it as the first
ever floodlit rugby match. Bennett’s memories of the game
were stirred when he received a copy of a match programme
from the floodlight match at a Kidderminster game.  The
‘Floodlit Match’ programme with his recollections was
framed and mounted alongside a newspaper report and
team photograph, presented to Kidderminster Harriers. 

The presentation was made during Harriers’ Blue Square
Conference home game against Rushden and Diamonds, a
match which Kidderminster Carolians sponsored.

Tom Somerville

Tom Somerville

THE Association des Juristes Catalans, formed in 1977, are
the oldest ‘golden oldies’ rugby club in the Languedoc Roussillon
region and having competed in competitions across the world
have decided to hold their own festival in the wonderful district
of Perpignan, France.

The International Golden Oldies Rugby Festival will hit
Perpignan from June 16th to June 19th 2011. For more details
visit myspace.com/ajcrugby or email ajcrugby@neuf.fr

ANDOVER PLAYER
RECEIVES MAYOR’S
RECOGNITION

Tom Somerville

HEMSWORTH FESTIVAL SUCCESS
HEMSWORTH RUFC’s recent rugby festival was
another success for player development in the
region, with over 60 Year Seven children from four
South Yorkshire secondary schools attending. 

The event was planned by the Hemsworth RUFC
Rugby Committee to strengthen their growing
junior section. Teams from Minsthorpe,
Hemsworth, Crofton and Carleton schools were
invited to the club’s Moxon Fields headquarters
for a coaching and match session delivered by the
RFU Community Rugby Coach Team and
Hemsworth Coaches.

All the players received a T Shirt celebrating the
day, with each school receiving posters advertising
the club, while Tesco supplied energy bars and
water bottles for children taking part.

Former Premiership player turned Community Rugby Coach John Dudley offers advice
to youngsters at the Hemsworth Festival
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LYMM RUGBY CLUB is making full
use of the additional 10 acres of land
purchased and developed after a
mammoth fund-raising effort and very
generous donations. There are now
four new pitches and up-graded
facilities keeping pace with the club’s
fortunes as they went up a league on
the pitch.

Lymm now compete in National League
3 North and the club provides
opportunities for adult players at all levels
of ability and gives some 350 local
youngsters the chance to enjoy and learn
the game.

Ownership of this new land also brings
other responsibilities and opportunities.
The boundary between the club’s property
and the neighbouring agricultural land
was planted with just over 1,000 native
British broad-leaved tree species, entirely
funded through the generosity of members

TREES A CROWD IN LOVELY LYMM
and friends. Closely-planted rural hedging
and woodland areas, including many oaks,
were planted in 2008, and are now
becoming well-established. Earlier in the
year a very large beech tree had to be
felled for safety reasons and to
compensate another major effort involving
the planting of 100 trees has been
completed by volunteers.

The club sees itself having an important
role in growing future generations of rugby
talent and as a custodian of the
environment in the Lymm Dam
Conservation Area. The planting will
contribute to biodiversity and support
local wildlife habitats. There are plans to
cultivate suitable woodland and
meadowland wild flowers around the area
and to provide a guided walk in the spring
for people who would like to see the new
wild areas.

CARNFORTH HIGH SCHOOL have
taken the Vale of Lune Development
League by storm, carrying off a hat
trick of wins in the Under 16, Under 14
and Under 12 sections. 

The league was set up in 2009 to provide
the High Schools in Lancaster, Morecambe
and Heysham more regular and
competitive rugby union matches and
establish links with Vale of Lune RFC. 

This year along with a U16 (Y10/11) and
U14 (Y8/9) league there was the
introduction of an U12 (Y7) event, with
adapted rules to suit experienced and
inexperienced players with the aim to
engage them in rugby and offer an
introduction to club rugby.

Carnforth came into the 2010 Under 14
Development League as holders and this
year’s side were in no mood to let that slip,
despite being pushed right to the wire by
Morecambe High, Carnforth winning both
fixtures in the final round to take the
Champions Trophy. 

John Goldman says playing rugby is all about a
state of mind but there is no doubt bodily fitness
goes along with it otherwise he would not be still
turning out for Mill Hill RFC, north London, at the
age of 70.

“People think they have to stop doing things
when they get older, so they don’t put in the work
that’s necessary,” says John, who has overcome a
heart bypass, cancer and a four-hour back
operation – all in the last eight years – to carry on

CARNFORTH DOMINATE DEVELOPMENT LEAGUES

The ‘Most Improved Team’ trophy went to
‘Our Skerton’, who have been the surprise
package of both leagues and proved what
this project is all about. A combined team
from Skerton High and Our Lady’s Catholic

College, ‘Our Skerton’, finished third in the
table, playing some excellent rugby
throughout. Only five of the ‘Our Skerton’
squad had played rugby before the project
and by the last week they had a squad of 15

regularly training and playing.
The Under 16 event was a much closer

affair with three teams still in the hunt going
in to the final fixtures – Morecambe,
Carnforth and holders Central. Carnforth
only needed one win from their two games,
although they had to do it the hard way with
matches against their chief rivals. A single-
try win over Morecambe and a scoreless
draw with Runners Up Central underlined
just how keen the competition was.

The Under 12 event, played over one
afternoon in glorious weather at Vale of Lune
RFC, had nine teams from four schools
entering the inaugural Sevens competition.
Carnforth 2 snatched a 21-14 win over Ripley
2 at the death to complete a hat trick of wins.

Vale of Lune RFC have already seen an
increase in playing members as a results of
the project with 20 new players joining this
season along with the 13 from 2009. Plans
are in place to enhance the 2011
Development League, with a U16 Floodlight
League being discussed and an extension to
the Under 12 section.

Tony Simpson

Vale of Lune U12s and Carnforth U16s

playing the game he loves.
Spurning any temptation to join a veterans’

team, John plays every Saturday in the front row
for Mill Hill in full-contact matches in the Herts-
Middlesex Merit Table. His day job, no he has not
retired from that either, is as a counsellor and
psychotherapist. “It keeps the brain working,” he
says, “but it is sedentary. The rugby keeps my
cardiovascular system going.”

Hertfordshire-born John suffered from asthma at

GOLDMAN SETS STANDARD TO
CARRY ON PLAYING
Hugh Godwin

school, in the days before inhalers, and he
stopped playing rugby at the age of 16. “I didn’t
play again for about 35 years, until my wife got
tired of me screaming at the TV and sent me to
watch my local club Hendon. I’d kept fit playing
various sports but rugby was my sport, and I went
to the library to remind myself about the scrum. I
signed up to play my first match in October 1991
thinking I’d just play a few minutes but I ended
up playing the rest of the season!”

Since then John has averaged 20 matches a
season, for Hendon, Hampstead, Old Millhillians
and now Mill Hill. “If my club at the time didn’t
have a match on a Saturday, I would find one who
did,” he says. He had six months off in 2004 when
a cancer operation required the removal of a rib
and part of a kidney and two years earlier had a
heart bypass! “I was cycling in California with my
son who is a cardiologist. I was short of breath, he
said I had a problem and told me to have a test
when I came home. It turned out I had an artery
which was very fragile. I was lucky it was found.

“I really want to encourage other people who
have had health issues in their youth that they
can play rugby again. Watching the game will
keep you up with the positional sense and then
there is the physical side. I’ve played tennis and
cycled all my life. I use yoga and pilates
techniques to assist with posture and breathing,
and have a gym of sorts at home to train on my
core strength. I also go to training on Tuesday
nights at Mill Hill, an hour and a half which can
be harder than a match.”

A sense of humour also helps John, who with
wife Linda has four children and eight
grandchildren. “A referee has asked our captain if
I’m going to be all right,” he says. “The skipper
says ‘he should be, he’s been training all week’.
The referee didn’t want to be responsible but I am
fully aware that ‘he who comes to an injury
willingly is responsible’. I hear other comments
like ‘blimey, I’m playing with my granddad’ or
‘thank God I’m not the oldest player on the pitch’.
I’m never going to keep up with all the back play
but the adrenaline takes over and I love it.”

“When I was at Hendon we third-team players
used to train with the firsts and they were our
heroes – young, tall, fit, slim. I went back for a
charity match this year and their original 1st XV
had all moved into the vets’ side. That made me
feel good.”

Mill Hill’s first XV captain Rob Wishart says the
club admire John for his dedication. “Most weeks
these days he is the front row replacement,”
Wishart says, “and he has no trouble
scrummaging even if the laws have changed a
few times since he began playing so he
occasionally gets them mixed up! No one goes
easy on him, and he is very much part of the
team – a living legend, really.”

And to the inevitable question of when he might
hang up his boots, John replies: “It can only be
when I’m an embarrassment to the people out on
the pitch. As long as I’m doing something
worthwhile I will stick out there. The club keep
picking me and that’s got to be a good sign.”

Lymm Rugby Club members planting trees
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SERVICES

RFU Championship clubs are leading by example this festive period with fund raising activities for a
wide range of charities in the spirit of Christmas.

Taking no account of the intemperate weather Plymouth Albion players have bravely ‘de-robed’ to raise
funds for the NSPCC’s Child’s Voice Appeal, part of the clubs effort’s in the Dragons Challenge
fundraising initiative launched by the Plymouth Herald. The challenge sees businesses in Plymouth
charged with raising the most money for the NSPCC, with the winner receiving a day’s work from an
original dragon, Deborah Meaden. Visit plymouthalbion.co.uk for more information or to buy your own
calendar.

Elsewhere, Moseley RFC raised a massive £20,000 for the Moseley Rugby Community foundation. The
Charity Ball saw nearly three-hundred guests don their dinner jackets for the foundation, which helps
provide sport and lifestyle coaching for children in Birmingham. In the Ball’s auction a day in a
hospitality box for a Championship game and a signed match ball raised the most funds.

SOUL NIGHT AT SIXWAYS A SMASH HIT

CHAMPIONSHIP CLUBS
FULL OF CHRISTMAS SPIRIT

CHAMPIONSHIP

CLUBS

Nicol McClelland 

A SPECIAL SOUL NIGHT staged by Worcester
Warriors at Sixways for an injured Academy player has
been hailed a huge hit after over £4,000 was raised.

The musical event – that featured the ‘Original Soul
Survivors’ making a reunion appearance – was organised by
Warriors for the benefit of Earl Collins and his family after
the young winger sustained a serious neck injury playing
for Warriors in March.

Collins, who has also played for England Under-19
Regional Academies, remains one of the brightest talents at
Sixways and is expected to make a full recovery. The club
has supported the Coventry-born back throughout his
rehabilitation and went one better as players and officials
hosted a special musical event to continue to show their
support for Collins.

“I’m on the comeback road and really looking forward to
playing for Warriors again in the future,” said Collins. “The
support I have had from everybody at the club throughout
this difficult time has been fantastic and, along with the
Rugby Players’ Association, I have been given all the advice
and guidance I need to make a successful playing return.”

The Soul Night saw 1st XV Skills Development Coach and
Warriors Academy Assistant Manager Gary Meechan return
to his musical roots. Meechan was part of the Original Soul
Survivors that was formed in January 1986 and famously
played over 300 shows in the first 12 months. 

The original band worked with, alongside or supported
The Temptations, The Four Tops, The Drifters, Martha

Reeves and the Vandellas, The Contours, Rufus Thomas, the
Foundations and many more. Members have played with
Simply Red, Girls Aloud, Jimmy James and The Vagabonds,
Shirley Bassey, Edwin Starr, Eddie Floyd, Ben E King and
Carla Thomas to name but a few.

“We are obviously delighted that Earl will make a full
recovery, but this has still been a very difficult time for both
him and his family. By holding this concert we showed our
full support for him as an entire club,” said Gary Meechan. 

“This event fits in with the culture and ethos we have at
Warriors for being a club that always looks after our
players. All the staff and players attended the night and
worked hard to make it a big success.”

ROUNDHEGIANS AND
ARK ROYAL REMEMBER
ROUNDHEGIANS RFC, from Roundhay, Leeds, marked
Remembrance Weekend with a special match against a XV from the
crew of HMS Ark Royal. 

Roundhegians play at The Memorial Ground built to honour the 88
former pupils of Roundhay School who died in active service during
World War II.

HMS Ark Royal was adopted by the people of Leeds during World
War II before it was torpedoed
and sunk just off Gibraltar. The
City then collected funds to
pay for a replacement and has
retained strong ties with the
subsequent ships. It was
recently announced that the
ship, the navy’s largest aircraft
carrier, is to be
decommissioned.

In a competitive match,
played in front of a good
crowd and with great spirit,
the team from HMS Ark Royal
edged a narrow 20-14 victory
against the Roundhegians
Vets XV.

their coach Scott Murphy, wore the White Ribbon on their kit
for their London 3 North East match at Bancroft RFC.

Scott Murphy, who is also an RFU community rugby coach
in Essex, said: “We were approached by Havering council to
see if we would support this important campaign and we
were keen to do so. Real men don’t use violence towards
women or partners and by getting other men to see rugby
players publicly making a stand we hope to give a clear
message that this behaviour is unacceptable.”

UPMINSTER RUGBY CLUB, in partnership with
Havering Council’s Community Safety Service,
pledged their support to White Ribbon Day
(November 25), which supports the campaign to
reduce domestic violence and raise public
awareness of the issue.

Across the UK, men are taking a stand against violence
and pledging never to commit, condone or remain silent
about domestic violence. Upminster’s first team, with

Tarj Sehangera, Havering Council’s strategic lead on
domestic violence, said: “I would like to thank Scott and
the team for their very public support for this campaign.
The involvement and commitment of Upminster Rugby
Club provides important role models and a strong
message to those who would use violence within the
home.”

UPMINSTER RUGBY MEN STAND UP AGAINST DOMESTIC VIOLENCE

Nicol McClelland 
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SCHOOLS

COACHING
UNI STUDENTS SCRUM
FACTORY EXPERIENCE

THREE PORTSMOUTH UNIVERSITY students had a training session to remember at
Pennyhill Park – thanks to England Scrum Coach Graham Rowntree.

Ben Pryer, Luke Haslam, and Duncan Liddell travelled to England’s training ground in Surrey to
meet the former England prop, taking part in a unique scrum lesson as part of the Scrum Factory
programme supported by Marsh. Never one to shy away from sharing his enthusiasm for the
pack arts, Graham taught the students some new techniques which made an immediate impact.

“It was brilliant, ten minutes with Graham taught us so much!” said hooker Ben. “He gave us
simple ways to break the scrum down and things to check before we engage, which makes it
more understandable. You could feel the difference immediately.

“The safety aspect is really important when playing in the front row, and it’s something that
shouldn’t be taken for granted. A lot of emphasis is put on being safe when you start playing, but
that advice doesn’t always continue as you get older. The Scrum Factory programme is a great
way to continue that safe practice regardless of your age.”

Graham Rowntree said: “Seeing young players with such enthusiasm for playing rugby, and
especially in the front row, is really encouraging. Props and hookers are vital to every team and to
play in those positions requires a huge amount of skill and technique.

“Marsh’s support of The Scrum Factory enables us to extend the coaching for those techniques
up and down the country and recruit more players into the front row which, for me, is great news.

“I was lucky enough to have had some very talented coaches throughout my playing career and
without those guys I wouldn’t be here today. I’m sure the players involved in The Scrum Factory
will find the expert coaching just as beneficial.”

Marsh is no stranger to rugby as official insurance brokers to the RFU. It has now broadened its
association to include as well as the Scrum Factory the RFU’s Emergency First Aid Course,
Concussion Awareness Programme, Injury Surveillance Project, Leadership Academy and Scrum
Factory, which aims to recruit and train front row forwards.

A Future Hope fund raising dinner will be held at Rugby School, in the Temple Speech Room on
Saturday 26 March 2011.

Future Hope is a school and home in Calcutta founded by Rugby School old boy Tim Grandage, who
introduced rugby as a positive physical activity for former street children.

The evening will be a celebration of the link between Future Hope and Rugby School and will kick-start
a major new fundraising campaign for Future Hope as it embarks on an exciting new stage of its
development. 

A champagne reception in Rugby’s historic Old Big School will launch the evening, followed by a
magnificent four course dinner. After dinner, celebrity auctioneer Paul Viney will conduct an auction of
some very special lots.

The dinner is restricted to a maximum of 160 people, made up of 16 tables of 10. Tickets cost £1,000
for a table or £110 for an individual ticket. Contact Emma Derham on
derham.emma@googlemail.com or 07929 375512 to reserve a table. Interest is high so don’t delay!

FORMER England internationals Simon
Hodgkinson and Nigel Redman alongside Gary
Street, head coach of the England Women’s
team, will be among the guest presenters at
the North Midlands Coaching Conference in
January.

Redman, a former Bath lock, now works as
the RFU’s elite coach development manager
and he will kick off the conference at Holy
Trinity School in Kidderminster on January 16

RUGBY’S FUTURE HOPE
FUNDRAISING DINNER

Ray Unsworth, the Sale Sharks Academy Manager, receives the donation from Sale Sharks 
Supporters Club Chairman Graeme Bowers

NORTH MIDLANDS
COACHING CONFERENCE 

(10am to 4.30pm) with a session on developing
good coaches.

Former Nottingham and Moseley full back
Hodgkinson will run a session on kicking skills
with Street, a former Aston OE and North
Midlands scrum-half, presenting on back play.

The former Worcester Warriors defence coach
Billy McGinty will run a session on defence skills
and Murray Henderson, the current Oxford
University and former Portugal and Coventry

coach, running a session on line-out skills,
completing a high profile panel.

Street and former Moseley and Scotland A prop
Graham Smith, the England Women’s assistant
coach, will also provide a presentation on the
World Cup Story.

The cost of the North Midlands Coaching
Conference is £20 and places can be booked by
contacting Helen Bridgeman at:
helenbridgeman@rfu.com Nigel Redman

PREMIERSHIP
SHARKS SUPPORTERS
BUY TRAUMA KIT
SALE SHARKS Supporters Club (SSSC) have for many years been
committed to raising as much money as possible for their youth rugby
Academy and the Jets youth teams. This year the money raised has
purchased a trauma kit for the Academy. 

The Supporters Club have in previous seasons used funds for both the good of
individual players and the squad as a whole, in the past SSSC funding has paid
for individual development coaching trips to New Zealand for David Tait and
Mark Atkinson.

This year they decided to benefit the whole squad and provide a lasting legacy
for the next generation of Hodgsons and Cuetos, both of whom came through
Sale’s Academy and the Jets. The trauma kit was presented to Kingsley Jones and
Pete Anglesea by SSSC Chairman Graeme Bowers and members of the
Supporters’ Club Committee.
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COMMUNITY RUGBY

TWICKENHAM APPROVAL
TO BECOME one of a very select group of clubs in the Rugby
Football Union who have acquired Whole Club Seal of Approval
status is a rare and important distinction for any club.

Which is why this season’s Investec International series of
games has been used as a perfect vehicle for providing 17
clubs with not only a day out at a senior international, but the
added kudos of collecting their framed certificate from either
RFU President Richard Appleby or Senior Vice-President Willie
Wildash at pitchside in front of a massive crowd.

Of the 17 recipients, Deal & Betteshanger RFC and Aylesford
Bulls RFC collected their Mini & Youth SoA accreditation to join
the 549 clubs who have taken that first step towards obtaining
the RFU and Sport England benchmark which confirms that the
club has the infrastructure in place to ensure that youngsters
joining the club can do so with absolute confidence that they
will be properly looked after.

The remaining 15 clubs – Wellingborough, Maidenhead,
Rochdale, Wigton, Winlaton Vulcans, West Bridgford, Stoke,
Ipswich YM, West Leeds, Trojans, Bromsgrove, Marlborough,
Reading, Acklam and Braintree – have all pushed on from the
Mini & Youth award to join an elite band of 49 clubs who have
achieved Whole Club SoA status.

Tony Simpson

FORMER ENGLAND
COUNTIES XV captain Jason
Smithson has joined the
Rugby Football Union
Development Team as the
Community Rugby Coach for
Gateshead and South
Tyneside. 

The 28 year old, who replaces
Robin Lavin, brings a wealth of
experience in the North East to
the post having played
previously for Newcastle
Falcons, Durham City,
Darlinton Mowden Park and
now with Blaydon RFC, where he combines a
player and coaching role. Jason also has
several Northumberland county caps and
captained the England Counties XV during
their unbeaten tour to Korea and Japan in
2009 as well as playing against AIB Ireland
Clubs and France Amateurs earlier that year.

STUDENTS
BISHOP BURTON
PARTNERSHIP WITH
LEICESTER TIGERS
SPORTS PROVISION at Bishop Burton
College is set to benefit from a new
alliance between the College and
Leicester Tigers which will see the team
host residential rugby courses at the
College for talented young players and
lend their support to Bishop Burton’s
Rugby Academy.

The academy has been running for one
academic year and through the partnership,
learners at the College will have access to
top players, coaches and sports
development experts and players attending
residential courses will benefit from using
the College’s extensive sports facilities. The
first residential course has already been held
at the College and saw many of Leicester
Tigers young players attend training
sessions, workshops and seminars in the
College’s new Sports Village. 

Leicester Tigers Community Manager Scott
Clarke said, “We are delighted to link up with
the College and build a relationship that will
hopefully provide added value to the

students’ educational experience and
maximize every individual’s potential on or
off the field. The residential experience this
summer was outstanding and we are hoping
to confirm another week soon as interest has
been high.”

Bishop Burton College principal Jeanette
Dawson added, “For our academy scholars
to have access to premiership-level
coaches, physiotherapists and players is a
fantastic opportunity and one that will
undoubtedly improve the quality of their
game and make them more attractive to
professional teams once they have
completed their studies. This partnership
will also bring benefits for the College’s own
rugby team, who enjoy great success but are
aiming to progress through the British
Universities and Colleges Sports league.”

The College recently appointed Tevita
Vaikona as Director of Sport. Tevita aged 36,
originally from Tonga, has been based in
Hull since 2008 and leaves the post of
Director of Rugby for Hull RUFC to take

over as Director of Sport at Bishop Burton.
Since arriving in the UK from New Zealand
in 1994 as a rugby league player, Tevita has
played for Hull FC and Bradford Bulls. He
also represented his home nation of Tonga
in the 1995 and 2000 Rugby League World
Cup competitions.

Switching codes in 2004, Tevita joined
Saracens and was named Player of the Season
during his first season with the team. He is a
renowned rugby sevens athlete, having
represented Tonga in the Commonwealth
Games and both the Bradford Bulls and the
Saracens in the Twickenham sevens.

COUNTIES CAPTAIN
SMITHSON JOINS RFU TEAM
Tony Simpson

Ipswich Y&M RFC collect their Seal of Approval from Willie Wildash at Twickenham

Says Durham Rugby
Development Officer Matt
Bryan: “Jason’s remit will
include the role of Head Coach
at the prestigious Gateshead
College Rugby Academy, one
of only three RFU Beacon
Award centres in the country.
He will also be working closely
with Ryton, Winlaton Vulcans,
Blaydon, Gateshead, Jarrovians
and South Tyneside College.”

Says Smithson, who holds a
Level 2 coaching certificate:
“Staying in the game and

working with players from schools and clubs
in the region is a great opportunity. My first
job will be to get to know the people
working at the clubs in my area and find out
what their priorities and needs are and I’ll
be glad to hear from any of the clubs if they
have ideas or projects I should know about.”

A NEW WEEKLY corporate tag rugby
league kicked off in Cornwall last
month (November) getting company
employees hot under the collar and
throwing themselves literally out of
their comfort zone.

Cornwall Sports Partnership, in
conjunction with the NHS and Cornwall’s
Healthy Workplace Award, have launched
the first ever corporate tag rugby league for
Cornish companies at Truro Preparatory
School.

GLOVES COME
OFF FOR
CORPORATE
CLASHES
Julia Hutton 

So far, companies getting stuck in include
Cornwall Council, Winter Rule, Stephens &
Scown, Volunteer Cornwall, and a newly
formed team made up of employees from a
number of companies.

RFU Rugby Development Officer for
Cornwall, Mike Bratt, said: “Tag rugby is an
excellent way for anyone to have fun and
get fitter. The best part about it is that you
can play at whatever pace suits you and
because it’s a non-contact activity, all ages
can play the game together.”

Tevita Vaikona addresses Bishop Burton Academy players
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LAST MONTH (November) England legend Phil
Vickery launched the 2011 RBS RugbyForce
programme at Bingham RFC in
Nottinghamshire. 

RBS RugbyForce helps clubs to improve their
facilities by providing guidance and tools to
help organise a community wide effort to give
the club a make-over. It is an opportunity for
clubs to gather members, supporters, friends
and family for a weekend of fun-filled DIY. Last
year over 400 clubs nationwide registered for
the programme, with the number set to
increase in 2011.

Phil Vickery said “RBS RugbyForce helps clubs help
themselves, by providing guidance and tools to host a ‘make-
over’ weekend. A lick of paint, a bit of elbow grease and a
show of support from the locals can make all the difference.”

RBS RugbyForce is one of a number of initiatives of the

SOUTH WEST CLUBS GET THE CIP TREATMENT

VICKERY LEADS THE CHARGE FOR GRASSROOTS RUGBY

Paul Bolton
England Deaf Rugby is recruiting prospective new players for
the recently-formed England Deaf Women’s XV. The side is being
established by the recently-formed England Deaf Rugby Union for
Women to play international rugby, mirroring the successful
England Deaf men’s team.

Stourbridge’s Jessica Everhurst, who played for Great Britain’s
football team at last year’s Deaflympics in Tawain and who ran for
Great Britain in the 100m and 200m at the 2005 tournament in
Melbourne, is one of the EDRUW pioneers.

“I met the Director of Rugby for England Deaf, Tony Stoyles,
whilst volunteering at a NDCS event and I asked to see what my
options were to play rugby for EDRUW as I had not played rugby
before,” Everhurst said.

“After some discussions with Tony, he advised me to join and
play for a local club to gain some experience. I have since joined a
club and I thoroughly enjoy playing for my club and hope to be
playing for EDRUW in the very near future.

“The coaching staff have been very accommodating and very

MAIDENHEAD RFC AND YATTON RFC are the latest
South West recipients of the RFU’s Capital Investment
Programme (CIP).

Home Secretary Teresa May was guest of honour at
Maidenhead RFC when she officially opened the club’s newly
refurbished and extended club house. The Berkshire club,
who have four senior teams, a veteran’s side, a mini section
and a newly formed women’s team, have benefitted from
£78,000 of CIP funding.

The funding, together with donations from club members,
has enabled the thriving club, which boasts England
international James Haskell as a former player, to transform
their facilities by enlarging the clubhouse, creating new
changing rooms, upgrading the toilets and bar area and

providing disabled access. Not only will this help retain and
recruit members but Maidenhead RFC is hoping the upgrades
will also help to attract new external business. 

Maidenhead’s Chief Executive John Wanklyn said: “We are
proudly an amateur community rugby club but after 40 years
our facilities were beginning to look tired and we needed to
address that. We also needed to be in a position where we
could accommodate the growth of the club. We have a thriving
junior section and recently introduced a ladies team. We also
wanted to make our club appealing, not just for our members
but for the general public and businesses too.” 

Meanwhile, Yatton RFC recently marked an important day in
the club’s history with special guest Dr Liam Fox, Secretary of
State for Defence, in attendance.

Julia Hutton

Rugby Football Foundation, the charitable trust
established by the RFU in 2003. Since then the RFU

and the Foundation have invested nearly
£12m in developing amateur rugby clubs
through over 800 club loans and grants. In
total the awards, through matched funding,
have stimulated investment in projects
with a total value of £36,584,470.

Rugby clubs across the country can
register to be part of the RBS RugbyForce
programme at rbs.co.uk/rugbyforce.
Registration is open until Friday 25th
March 2011. Clubs must explain in 500

words why their club needs improvement,
demonstrating in particular how the club
contributes to the local community. The RBS
RugbyForce Weekend is 11/12 June 2011. Full
information can be found at rbs.co.uk/rugbyforce

The Somerset club were not only awarded the RFU’s Whole
Club Seal of Approval, but were also celebrated the
completion of a new drainage system on their two pitches.
These improvements have been made possible partly by the
RFU’s Rugby Football Foundation (RFF) and the CIP.

With over 100 adult players, two junior teams, two girls
teams and mini sides, the club is thriving but its former pitch
provisions weren’t up to the job. Through these RFU revenue
streams the club have received £69,729 to make the
necessary improvements which will not only help retain their
members but also attract new players. They can now even
offer their facilities out to other local schools and clubs.

understanding, being involved has given me more
confidence to look forward to all future training sessions
and be part of EDRUW and move into the future…what
we do need though, is more players to join the squad.”

Stoyles said: “Jessica is an excellent athlete and an
excellent ambassador for Deaf Women’s Rugby. It is our
intention to demonstrate to other nations our activities
and to spread the word about Deaf Rugby for All.”

Players qualify to play for EDRU or EDRUW if they have
a combined hearing loss of 25db or more in both ears This
roughly translates to a minimum hearing loss in both ears
or a moderate hearing loss in one ear but can hear
normally in the other. 

Not all of the players wear hearing aids or only
communicate by sign language, and this has never
stopped all the players communicating and play rugby
as a squad.

ENGLAND DEAF WOMEN’S XV

Phil Vickery leads the Rugby Force charge
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NATIONAL TAG 2 Twickenham winning school,
Stanley Primary from Teddington has had a month to
remember. Following their appearance at
Twickenham Stadium as curtain raiser to the England
versus Australia match, the school received a visit
from a team of seven South African Rugby Legends
on November 25.

The South African Legends participating included former
Springboks, mscrum half Joost van der Westhuizen and
forward AJ Venter,with former Springboks coach Ian
McIntosh running a session. Middlesex CRC James Platt
delivered a tag session. Dominic Chambers, CVOC
manager, and Andrew Scoular and Mark Saltmarsh from
RFU also attended.

The link with the South African Legends was made
during the Child Victims of Crime (CVOC) visit to South
Africa in June 2009, when members of a 16-strong party of
young leaders – Year 9 boys and girls from English
schools – helped run tag sessions at a township near
Pretoria. Over 300 township children were coached
alongside the South African Rugby Legends.

James Watson, the teacher responsible for the success of
Tag Rugby at Stanley School, said: “Thanks again for yet
another brilliant day. The kids are waxing lyrical about it.

COMMUNITY RUGBY

Thank you for all your hard work. It is so appreciated.”
Dominic Chambers, CVOC Programme Manager said

“Today illustrated that rugby can be a vehicle to get
important messages into the community. In addition to 
the 40,000 primary school children involved in Tag 2
Twickenham there is a serious side to what we do. Over
2000 police officers deliver our Tackle Safety message 
aimed at keeping children safe and out of crime.”

Matt Ferguson, RFU Tag Rugby Development Officer
commented: “Our partnership with CVOC and YAZOO 
(RFU Primary Schools Programme sponsor) is all about
putting a rugby ball in the hand and smile on the face of
young children and that happened today.”

In the last two years alone the RFU and YAZOO have
brought Tag Rugby to over 1 million children as well as
donating balls, tag belts and other equipment to schools
across the country as well as the TAG Rugby coaching
programme. CVOC have worked in partnership with the
RFU since 2002 promoting children’s safety, health and
welfare and encouraging their social inclusion and
community involvement.

The South African Legends were also here to play a match
against their England counterparts in support of the Rugby
Football Foundation and the RPA Benevolent Fund.

LEGENDS AT TAG 2
TWICKENHAM SCHOOL

AN RFU AND ESSEX COUNTY FIRE & RESCUE SERVICE
collaboration kicked off at Braintree RFC as new young
players from Essex and Hertfordshire took part in a 10-a-
side competition and received valuable road safety
lessons to boot. 

Eight boys’ teams from sixth form colleges either new to
rugby or still learning the game enjoyed a day of fast-moving
action in the RFU’s Student/FE 10s competition, with Palmer’s
College from Grays winning the final 21-5 against Colne from
Colchester.

Between matches all competitors, plus a group of 20 girls
from the Davenant Foundation School and Colchester Sixth
Form College, climbed aboard the mobile road-safety unit that
the county fire service shares with police, ambulance and other
organisations in the Essex Casualty Reduction Board.

Three of the county’s fire-fighters – station officer Pauline
Holden and sub-officers Mark Elsey and Mick Baker – gave
video presentations on safer driving, emphasising the necessity
of using seat belts and the dangers of drink-driving and illegal
use of mobile telephones.

“Road traffic accidents are the highest cause of premature
death in the 17 to 25 age group. We were delighted to meet the
students taking part in this day of rugby, and take the chance to
deliver our message of ‘driving casualties down’.”

The Davenant girls players were led by their PE teacher Sonia
Green, who has previously played sevens international rugby
for England.

RUGBY AND ROAD SAFETY FOR ESSEX AND HERTS

THE decision of a Rugby Football Union Disciplinary Panel sitting in
Yorkshire to deduct 10 league points as a sanction against a club
playing a 16-year-old in a Second XV game should act as a warning
to clubs across the RFU that the regulations relating to under-age
players must be stringently observed.

The case in question involved a teenager answering an SOS when
his brother’s team was suffering a last-minute shortfall, which even
breached the provisions which allow a 17-year-old to play adult rugby.

The circumstances leading to the breach are hardly exceptional. At
the lower levels of club rugby, last-minute cry-offs are common
enough and it is easy for the individual tasked with putting out a
15-man-team not to pay close attention to the regulations relating
to the age of players, if indeed he or she is a fully conversant with
them as they ought to be.

But as the Yorkshire verdict underlines – and guidance notes from
the RFU at the start of the current season further emphasised –
strict observance is absolutely imperative.

The fact that the RFU sanctions for breach extend to expulsion of a
club from the Union underlines just how serious this issue is and how
careful and observant clubs must be to ensure strict compliance.

The overriding issue, however, is not the penalties which breach
may carry, but the paramount responsibility which rests with clubs
to safeguard the welfare of young players and ensure that they
enjoy all the protections the game has put in place.

GUIDANCE NOTE
PLAYING UNDER AGE PLAYERS IN ADULT RUGBY
A player may play adult rugby once he reaches the age of 17, but

this is not an automatic right under the RFU’s Regulations.
Such a player may only play or train with adults provided he has

been assessed as capable of playing with adults and, unless the
player is an England Academy Player, he may not play in the front-
row of the scrum until he reaches the age of 18.

Permission must be gained from the player’s parent, guardian or
head teacher before any player under the age of 18 plays adult
rugby. It is mandatory to record this permission on the RFU’s Playing
Adult Rugby Form. The Regulations are set out in RFU Regulation
15.1.4.4 – 15.1.4.5.

The RFU takes any breach of its Age Grade Regulations very
seriously, with sanctions for breaches extending to the suspension of
coach/person responsible for team selection for six months; and
team suspended from playing for three months; and points deducted
from Club 1st XV equating to four wins; and club reprimanded.

UNDER
AGE
PLAYER
WARNING

Amanda Inkley

Hugh Godwin

Tony Simpson
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IN THE DORSET & WILTSU17s Bowl Final
Minety Academy secured a 17- 14 victory against
Swanage and Wareham but had to come from
behind to claim victory on home turf. 

Pitch conditions restricted the expansive game
played by both teams but it was the Minety pack that
gained the upper hand with a strong driving style that
suited the conditions.

However despite dominating territory Minety 
found themselves 5-14 down with 10 minutes to go
and left it as late as the 79th minute to get the
winning try. The watching crowd enjoyed two teams
giving everything they had to make a match worthy 
of a final.

MAUREEN’S TWO DECADES OF
DEDICATION

MINETY
GRAB
VICTORY IN
THE MUD

TIMES HAVE CHANGED quite a bit
since Maureen Juniper threw in her lot
with the Yorkshire Rugby Football
Union and took on the secretarial
duties at the county office in Morley.
She reached a 20-year-milestone
recently and for those who have
difficulty remembering what the 
rugby landscape looked like when 
she started out, a few clues might 
be useful.

National Division One of the then
Courage Clubs Championship included in
its number ‘a lay-by on the M6 – Orrell’,
while Headingley was the leading
Yorkshire club, mid-table in National
Division Two. Wakefield had just joined
them having finished runners-up to
London Scottish in Division Three, where
Sheffield and Roundhay also flew the
White Rose flag in trips across the country.

“I can’t believe where the time has
gone,” she says: “I’ve enjoyed every

minute. It’s the best job in the world. I’ve
met and worked with some really wonderful
people. Where else can you work with people
who are happy doing what they do, willing
volunteers. 

“One memorable period was when
Yorkshire reached the County Championship
final against Cornwall – it would have been
easier to bring my bed to the office it was so
busy with people ringing from the South
West asking for tickets!”

While the county office has always stayed
in Morley, it has relocated three times during
Maureen’s tenure, while during her long
association with Yorkshire, Roy Manock,
Denis Shuttleworth, Alan Williams, Mike
Brown, Jim Chapman and Paul Jackson have
all held the position of Chairman. The one
constant at the hub of the Yorkshire RFU has
been Maureen Juniper and the county has
been blessed to have such a dedicated and
efficient rugby devotee to help steer the
biggest CB in the RFU.

Tony Simpson 

Jason Leonard, England’s most-capped player, made a special
presentation to Judith Chappell who recently stepped down
after ten years as Notts, Lincs & Derbyshire’s youth registrar.

Judith was invited as a special guest to Twickenham Stadium
for the recent England v New Zealand Investec International
where the presentation was made by the 114-times capped
Leonard, now a member of the RFU Council.

Martyn Thomas, Chairman of the RFU Board of Directors and
a former RFU Council Member for NLD, and RFU Chief
Executive John Steele were also present along with NLD
Secretary Mike Waplington.

“It was such a thrill to get the telephone call asking if I
would be available to attend the New Zealand game. It was
an added bonus to have a presentation after the game from
Jason Leonard,” said Judith.

Paul Elliott, NLD Chairman, said,”Within NLD we put great
store by the time given by our volunteers and the enormous
work they put in. Alongside a decade organising the Youth
Registration Judith has spent even longer being active with
her husband Steven at club level and within Lincolnshire, it
was a pleasure to see her have such a splendid day at
Twickenham.”

JASON THANKS JUDITH
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“Everyone who joined the scheme is now actively refereeing on a
weekly basis, which is a major contribution to the game in the
county. We have recruits from all parts of the age-group, with our
oldest being 68. Overall, we’re very pleased with the response and
hopeful that this success in Durham might be the platform to extend
the project across the country.

“The beauty of this project is that the benefits are not simply
fitness based. As well as the physical activity element, there is a
sense of well-being which comes from being involved in the game
and sharing in the camaraderie it engenders.”

Andrew Power, Strategic Manager (Physical Activity) for County
Durham Sport commented: “The RFU project forms an important
part of the Changing the Physical Activity Landscape project. As the
commissioning organisation, we viewed the project’s focus as one
that provided us with a unique offer to clients needing to change
their lifestyles, but for whom traditional physical activity
programmes simply wouldn’t have the appeal.”
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BOTH Rugby Union Referees’ Societies and
the National Health Service have been
extolling the virtues of regular physical
activity for generations, but recently in
Durham they forged a partnership which is
bringing handsome results.

As part of a project involving the RFU and
the Changing the Physical Activity Landscape
(CPAL) initiative, which is managed by
County Durham Sport in partnership with
NHS County Durham and Darlington, an
investment of £30,000 over three years has
been provided for a Fit to Ref project aimed
at persuading people in the 40-65 age-group
to take up the whistle. 

The CPAL programme is an important investment in preventative
healthcare. Patients identified through the NHS Health Check
programme locally as being at an increased risk of developing
cardiovascular disease can be referred to the scheme by their
medical practitioners and are then attached to a club and given
full training to enable them to get involved. Everyone on the
course is offered a free cardiovascular disease check and
discussions on rolling out that service to clubs across the county
are currently underway.

The Durham initiative has targeted a take-up and retention of 100
referees aged over 40 over the period 2010 – 2012 and with 36
people joining the scheme since it started in September, the
statistics paint a very encouraging picture.

“While the bulk of our intake comprises people who have had
some connection with rugby in the past, 20% have never played an
active part in the game beyond being a spectator and a few are GP
referrals,” says RFU North Referee Development Officer, Will Halford.

RFUW
LISKEARD LEOPARDSWomen’s Rugby Club was
honoured with the prestigious award of Club of the
Year at the 2010 Cornwall Sports Awards last
month (November) 

The awards welcomed over 200 from across Cornwall;
including special guests marathon runner Dave Buzza and
backs coach for the Cornish Pirates Harvey Biljon.

Liskeard Leopards Women’s Rugby Club was named Club
of the Year via a public vote. The club was established 18
months ago to provide opportunities for girls living in east,
mid and parts of north Cornwall to participate in rugby.
One of the major driving forces for the Leopards was to be
at the heart of local communities by making the rugby
club mobile. This allowed training and matches to be

played at various locations in Cornwall, such as Liskeard
and Bodmin Community Schools.

Another guiding force was to cement strong links with
local Community Colleges, so over the last two seasons the
Leopards have delivered a series of contact rugby sessions
within the school curriculum to girls from years seven
through to 11, putting rugby firmly on the school
curriculum.

Andy Demaine of Liskeard Leopards said: “Winning
Cornwall’s Club of the year feels like a great reward for the
hard work put in. We hope that we can continue to reach
an increasing number of girls in the coming years with a
passion for rugby. Some may get to the top, but everyone
will gain in fitness, self-esteem and make great friends.”

LISKEARD
LEOPARDS
CORNISH
CLUB OF
THE YEAR

NHS AND DURHAM IN FITNESS PROJECT

Liskeard Leopards Women's Rugby Club, represented by Andy Demaine, with Harvey Biljon and Lee Hall

Julia Hutton

WOMEN’S U18S TALENT
DEVELOPMENT GROUP 

The RFUW recently announced the Under 18s Talent
Development Group (TDG) for the 2010/2011 season.

Following selection from the RFUW Regional Programme and
High Performance Academies and a three day training camp at
Wellington College in Berkshire, 32 players were selected for the
forthcoming season.

In its fifth year the programme is designed to provide the very
best U18s players with an individualised, planned and
progressive player development programme and a step-up from
county and regional rugby. It aims to raise the standard of
England representative players and squads for future years.

Tom Stokes, the RFUW’s Player Development Manager, said:
“The TDG programme has proved an important stepping stone
for female rugby players in England, who receive tremendous
support on and off the field. Many former TDG players have
progressed into the England U20s set-up and this season two,
Hannah Field and Kay Wilson, have been selected into the senior
England Elite squad. We know this pathway is effective and I am
sure this season’s crop of young players will be no different.”

Julia Hutton

REFEREES
Tony Simpson
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